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Introduction

In this issue we develop a theme emphasizing early
Church, Biblical Doctrine, and the trend in society today away
from Biblical Doctrine. Today we are living in what is called a
“Post-Christian Society.”

With this issue also, we will begin publishing a monthly
bible study. Our first study will be one written for the Primitive
Baptist Foundation several years ago, “A Study of Christian
Ethics.”

For further information on the Foundation, you can visit
WWW.progressivepb.org .

The goal of the Banner-Herald has long been to deepen
spiritual understanding and encourage the thoughtful
exploration of Christian principles. It i1s our hope that these
studies will serve not only to inform, but to inspire reflection
and meaningful dialogue among readers interested in living out

their faith with intention. Each lesson will draw from scriptural
sources and practical perspectives, guiding us toward a richer
understanding of biblical truths and their relevance in daily life.
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The Apostles’ Doctrine Series
Lesson 1: What Is Apostolic Doctrine?

Elder Pat McCoy
Contributing Editor

From “Got Questions” & “Wikipedia”




It seems that in Christianity today there is less attention given to scripture
and the truth about scripture in the past several years. The church has gotten
away, in many cases, from the teachings of the Apostles. So, it is important for us
to understand what the Apostles had learned directly from Jesus and then taught
to those they ministered to. This article, which is a compiling of information from
the above websites and my thoughts and is so needed today. (Pastor Pat McCoy)

Let’s begin first of all with the word “Apostle”. What were the “apostles” in
the New Testament? Then we will discuss their doctrine.

What Is An Apostle?

The word apostle means “one who is sent out.” In the New Testament, there
are two primary usages of the word apostle. The first is in specifically referring to
the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ. The second is in generically referring to other

individuals who are sent out to be messengers/ambassadors of Jesus Christ.

The twelve apostles held a unique position. In referring to the New
Jerusalem, Revelation 21:14 states, “The wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” The twelve
apostles are also referred to in Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:14; 4:10; 6:7; 9:35; 14:10, 17,
20; Luke 6:13; 9:1; 22:14; John 6:71; Acts 6:2; and 1 Corinthians 15:5. It was these
twelve apostles who were the first messengers of the gospel after the death and

resurrection of Jesus Christ. It was these twelve apostles who were the foundation

of the church—with Jesus being the cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20).

This specific type of apostle is not present in the church today. The
qualifications of this type of apostle were: (1) to have been a witness of the

resurrected Christ (1 Corinthians 9:1), (2) to have been explicitly chosen by the

Holy Spirit (Acts 9:15), and (3) to have the ability to perform signs and wonders
(Acts 2:43; 2 Corinthians 12:12). The responsibility of the twelve apostles, laying
the foundation of the church, would also argue for their uniqueness. Two

thousand years later, we are not still working on the foundation.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2010%3A2&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%203%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%204%3A10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%206%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%209%3A35&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%2014%3A10%2C%2017%2C%2020&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%2014%3A10%2C%2017%2C%2020&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%206%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%209%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2022%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%206%3A71&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%206%3A2&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20corinthians%2015%3A5&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%202%3A20&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%209%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%209%3A15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%202%3A43&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20corinthians%2012%3A12&version=KJV

Beyond the unique twelve apostles of Jesus Christ, there were also apostles

in a generic sense. Barnabas is referred to as an “apostle” in Acts 13:2 and 14:14.

Andronicus and Junias are possibly identified as apostles in Romans 16:7. The
same Greek word usually translated “apostle” is used to refer to Titus in 2
Corinthians 8:23 and Epaphroditus in Philippians 2:25. So, there definitely seems
to be room for the term apostle being used to refer to someone besides the twelve

apostles of Jesus Christ. Anyone who was “sent” could be called an apostle.

What exactly would be the role of an apostle outside that of the twelve
apostles? That is not entirely clear. From the definition of the word, the closest
thing today to an apostle, in the general sense, is a missionary. A missionary is a
follower of Christ who is sent out with the specific mission of proclaiming the
gospel. A missionary is an ambassador of Christ to people who have not heard the
good news. However, to prevent confusion, it is likely best to not use the term
apostle to refer to any position in the church today. The vast majority of
occurrences of the word apostle or apostles in the New Testament refer to the

twelve apostles of Jesus Christ.

There are some today who are seeking to restore the position of apostle.
This is a dangerous movement. Frequently, those claiming the office of apostle
seek authority equal to, or at least rivaling, the authority of the original twelve
apostles. There is absolutely no biblical evidence to support such an
understanding of the role of apostle today. This would fit with the New

Testament’s warning against false apostles (2 Corinthians 11:13).

In a sense, all followers of Jesus Christ are called to be apostles. We are all
to be His ambassadors (Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20). We are all to
be “ones who are sent out” (Acts 1:8). We are all to be preachers of the good news
(Romans 10:19).

What Is The “Apostles’ Doctrine”?

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine . . . (Acts 2:42)

Apostolic doctrine, therefore, is not the new and novel teachings of someone

who calls himself/herself an apostle. Apostolic doctrine is the message of Jesus,
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His redemptive work, and His call to selfless discipleship that is found in the 27
books of the New Testament.

The “apostles’ doctrine” of Acts 2:42 is a reference to the original eyewitness
accounts of Jesus by the 12 apostles. This “doctrine” consisted of their first-hand
reports of His life, teachings, death, and resurrection. This was, at first, an oral
message spread by the Twelve and those that heard them. It was later written
down in what we know as the four gospels. Paul’s writings were later added to this
original testimony and, with the addition of James, Jude, Hebrews, 1 & 2 Peter, 1,
2, & 3 John , and Revelation there came into existence what we know as the New

Testament canon.

Canon, of course, refers to a measure or rule. As such, the twenty-seven
books of the New Testament became the standard, or rule against which all other
teachings and revelations must be measured. Why? Because the New Testament
canon contains the original, apostolic testimony and teaching. Hans Kung, the

well-known Roman Catholic theologian and reformer, says,

The preaching of the apostles, as it has come down to us in the writings
of the New Testament, is the original, fundamental testimony of Jesus
Christ, valid for all time; being unique, it cannot be replaced or made
void by any later testimony. Later generations of the Church are
dependent on the words, witness and ministry of the first “apostolic”
generation. The apostles are and remain the original witnesses, their

testimony is the original testimony and their mission the original mission.

The Significance Of The Twelve & Paul

Although there are other apostles in the New Testament, it is obvious that
the Twelve chosen by Jesus are a select company and occupy a unique place in
God’s purposes for the Church. This is borne out by the fact that throughout
Scripture they are referred to as “the Twelve,” a set number neither to be added to
nor subtracted from (See, for example, Matthew 10:2; 26:14; Mark. 9:35; Luke
18:31; Acts 6:2; 1Corinthians 15:5). Their uniqueness is clarified by the fact that
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Jesus tells them that, in the age to come, they will sit upon twelve thrones judging
the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).

After the apostasy of Judas, the disciples in the upper room felt it necessary
to choose a replacement so that the number would not be diminished by his
demise (Acts 1:15-26). The disciples chose Matthias to replace Judas and,

according to Acts 1:26, He was numbered with the eleven apostles, thus bringing

the number back to twelve. The uniqueness of the Twelve is also borne out by
John’s vision of the New Jerusalem that comes down from God out of heaven--a

picture of God’s redeemed and triumphant people (Revelation 21). John describes

this city in glorious detail and says that the wall of the city has twelve
foundations, And on them were written the names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb (Revelation 21:14).

Distinguishing Characteristics Of The Twelve

What seems to distinguish the Twelve from other apostles in the New
Testament is that they were a part of that first group of Jesus’ disciples and,
therefore, eyewitnesses of His life, death and resurrection. When Peter presented
the proposal to fill the vacancy left by Judas’ apostasy, he said that the
replacement must be one who had accompanied Jesus from the time of His
baptism by John the Baptist and had been, A witness with us of His

resurrection (Acts 1:21-22). Succeeding apostles cannot measure up to this

criterion.

This indicates that the Twelve were particularly chosen by Jesus to be
eyewitnesses of His life, ministry, death and resurrection. They would proclaim,
not myths, legends or hearsay, but events they had witnessed first-hand. In this
sense, their testimony of Jesus would be foundational for succeeding generations.
According to Christian tradition, all of the Twelve, with the possible exception of
John, were martyred for their testimony of Jesus. Although he may have escaped
martyrdom, John was banished and possibly burned in oil for his testimony. The

eyewitness accounts of the Twelve were later written down in the four gospels and
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in certain epistles. Their apostolic calling, therefore, cannot be repeated except,

perhaps, in the case of Paul.

Paul’s Message Given Equal Status With The Twelve

Even though it is clear from Paul’s epistles that he was convinced of his

equal status with the Twelve (see 2 Corinthians 11:5), he eventually traveled to

Jerusalem and presented to them the gospel he preached for their corroboration
(Galatians 2:1-2). He apparently deemed it necessary to confirm that the gospel he

was preaching to the Gentiles was in accord with the original eyewitness accounts
of the Twelve and the teaching they had personally received from the Lord
(Galatians 2:1-2). The Twelve accepted him and affirmed the Gospel that he was
preaching. Paul says that they gave to him and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship (Galatians 2:9). Paul thus recognized the necessity of making sure that

his own revelation was in harmony with the original eyewitness accounts.

The New Testament Is The Standard By Which
All Teachings & Revelations Are To Be Measured

The eyewitness accounts of the Twelve and the revelation received by Paul
eventually became canonized in our New Testament. Paul wrote 13 of the 27
books of the New Testament. Luke, a close associate of Paul, wrote the gospel of
Luke and Acts. Matthew and John, both members of the Twelve, wrote the
gospels that bear their names. Mark, a close associate of Peter, wrote the gospel of
Mark. Peter himself wrote 1stand 2nd Peter. John, in addition to the gospel he
composed, wrote 1st,2nd, and 3rd John and Revelation. James was written by the
half-brother of Jesus who was also the recipient of a post-resurrection appearance
of Jesus. Jude was written by the brother of James, probably another half-brother
of Jesus. The author of the book of Hebrews is unknown but many believe it was
Paul. The entire New Testament was, therefore, written by one of the Twelve, or
Paul or one of their immediate associates. This means that the New Testament
contains the original apostolic testimony and teaching. As such it is the standard

by which all succeeding teachings and revelations must be measured.
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CONCLUSION

When Acts 2:42 says that the early Church continued steadfastly in the
apostles teaching (doctrine), it 1s referring to the oral teaching of the Twelve which
was later canonized as part of the New Testament. Like the early church, the
church today must also continue steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine or teaching.
How? By hearing and adhering to the original apostolic message that has been

preserved for us in the New Testament.

Apostolic doctrine, therefore, is not the new and novel teachings of someone
who calls himself an apostle. Apostolic doctrine is the message of Jesus, His
redemptive work, and His call to selfless discipleship that is found in the 27 books
of the New Testament. It is time that we asked ourselves, “Are we continuing in

the apostles’ doctrine?”

Next Month: Part 2 “The Apostles Teaching” Acts 2:42



A Study Of
Christian Ethics

Lesson 1: Why Study Christian Ethics?

Elder Pat McCoy
Contributing Editor
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With this issue we will begin publishing a monthly bible study. Our first
study will be one I wrote for the Primitive Baptist Foundation several years ago.

For further information on the Foundation, you can visit their website.

Our goal has long been to deepen spiritual understanding and encourage the
thoughtful exploration of Christian principles. It is our hope that these studies will
serve not only to inform, but to inspire reflection and meaningful dialogue among
readers interested in living out their faith with intention. Each lesson will draw
from scriptural sources and practical perspectives, guiding us toward a richer
understanding of biblical truths and their relevance in daily life.

Scriptures for background support:

« Set Your Affections on Things Above Colossians 3:1-6

« You Are God’s 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
« The Comforter Will Remind You John 14:26

« Don’t Live In Sin Any Longer Romans 6:1-2

« Be Transformed, Not Conformed Romans 12:1-2

« The Two Great Commandments Matthew 22:37-40

« Look Up, Not Down Colossians 3:1-6

Lesson Scripture: Philippians 1:9-11

INTRODUCTION

Modern culture, no longer held together by a common world view, 1s in the
midst of an ethical crisis. Today there is only a faint memory of biblical normes.
Modern philosophies have made it their goal to critique and replace traditional
values based on the Judeo-Christian world view. Moral values, say the humanists,
are not based on the revelation of a deity but are the product of human

experience.

Secular man's values have changed . Any claim to ultimate or final

significance is removed. They are no longer the direct expression of the divine
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will. Today’s values have become what certain people at a particular time and

place hold to be good.

Question: What is Christian ethics?

Answer: Read Colossians 3:1-6

While more than just a list of “do’s” and “don’ts,” the Bible does give us
detailed instructions on how to live as a Christian. However, the Bible does not
explicitly cover every single situation we will face in our lives. How then is it
sufficient? That is where Christian Ethics comes in.

Science defines ethics as, “a set of moral principles; the study of morality.”
Therefore, Christian Ethics would be the principles, derived from the Christian
faith, by which we act. While God’s Word may not cover each situation we face
throughout our lives, its principles give us the standards by which we must carry

ourselves in those situations where there are no explicit instructions.

For example, the Bible does not say anything explicitly on the use of illegal
drugs, yet based on the principles we learn through scripture we can know that it
is wrong. The Bible tells us that our body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and that
we should honor God with it (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Knowing what these drugs

do to our body, the harm they cause to various organs, we know that by using

them we would be destroying the temple of the Holy Spirit. That is certainly not
honoring to God. The Bible also tells us that we are to follow the authorities that

God Himself has put into place (Romans 13:1). Given the illegal nature of the

drugs today, by using them, you are not submitting to the authorities, but rather,
rebelling against them. Does this mean if illegal drugs were legalized it would be
ok? Not without violating the first principle.

DETERMINING YOUR COURSE OF ACTION

By using the principles we find in Scripture, Christians can determine their

course for any given situation. In some cases, it will be simple, like the “Rules for
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Christian Living” we find in Colossians chapter 3. In other cases, however, we
need to do a little digging. The absolute best way to do that, in this writer’s
opinion is to pray over God’s Word. The Holy Spirit indwells in each and every
believer, and part of his role is teaching us how to live: (Read John 14:26 and 1
John 2:27). So, when we pray over Scripture, the Spirit will guide us and teach us.

He will show us the principle we need to stand on for any given situation.

While God’s Word does not cover each and every situation we will face in
our lives, it is all sufficient for living a Christian life. For most things we can
simply see what the Bible says and follow the proper course based on that. In
cases where Scripture does not give explicit instructions for a given situation, we
need to look for the principle behind it. Again, in some of those cases it will be
easy. Most of the principles Christians follow are sufficient for most situations. In
the rare case, where there is neither explicit scripture, nor seemingly clear
principle, we need to rely on God. We must pray over His Word and open
ourselves to His Spirit. The Spirit will teach us and guide us through the Bible to
find the principle we need to stand on so we may walk and live as a Christian

should. (Read Jeremiah 6:16) This, then, is a word about choosing to walk in

“the good way,” in the way where God leads, in “paths of righteousness.”
Virtues & Values: What in the World Happened to Them?
Note the following statements.
Most folks don’t really believe anything anymore.

Our world seems determined to try to live life without discipline, enjoy
plenty without work, experience pleasure without pay, wallow in adultery without
love, commit crime without punishment, revel in sin without judgment, break out

all the windows in order to breathe, and play tennis with the net down.

Our world does not believe you have to reap what you sow, that you must

“dance with who you bring.”
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Question: Review the statements above in relation to your own life. Do any of

these statements apply to your view of life?

Multitudes in our country and in our churches have become almost totally
alienated from any moral standards, almost completely uprooted from any ethical
soil in which to put down steadying and sustaining roots, and almost utterly

without any substantive commitment to reject wrong and to choose right.

What happened? Most of the important institutions in society have tended
to focus almost all of their attention on reason rather than revelation, on things
instead of persons, on the material rather than the spiritual, on the body rather
than the soul, on the brain rather than the mind, on instant pleasures rather than
peace that passes understanding, on present gratification rather than future
fulfillment, on spendable cash on earth rather than immeasurable treasure laid up

in heaven, on time rather than eternity.

Obey Moral Laws?

Question: What is antinomianism? Look it up in a Bible Dictionary.

Answer: The word antinomianism comes from two Greek words, “anti” meaning
against and “nomos” meaning law. Antinomianism means “against the law.”
Theologically, antinomianism is the belief that there are no moral laws God
expects Christians to obey. Antinomianism takes a Biblical teaching to an
unbiblical conclusion. The Biblical teaching is that Christians are not required to
observe the Old Testament Law. When Jesus Christ died on the cross, He fulfilled
the Old Testament Law ( Romans 10:4, Galatians 3:23-25; Ephesians 2:15). The
unbiblical conclusion is that there is no moral law God expects Christians to obey.

The Apostle Paul dealt with the issue of antinomianism in Romans 6.:1-2.

The most frequent attack on the doctrine of salvation by grace alone is that it
encourages sin. People wonder, “If I am saved by grace and all my sins are

forgiven, why not sin all I want?” That is the opposite reaction God intends.
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God’s desire is that we strive to not sin, out of gratitude for His grace and
forgiveness. God has given us His infinitely gracious gift in salvation through
Jesus (John 3:16; Romans 5:8). Our response is to be a life consecrated to Him
(Romans 12:1-2) out of love, worship, and gratitude for what He has done for us.
Antinomianism is unbiblical in that it misapplies the meaning of God’s gracious

favor.

A second reason that antinomianism is unbiblical is that there is a moral law

God expects us to obey.

Read 1 John 5:3. What is this law God expects us to obey?

It is the law of Christ ( Matthew 22:37-40). No, we are not under the Old
Testament Law. Yes, we are under the law of Christ. The law of Christ 1s not an

extensive list of legal codes. It is a law of love. If we love God with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength we will do nothing to displease Him. If we love our
neighbors as ourselves, we will do nothing to harm them. Obeying the law of
Christ is not a requirement to earn or maintain salvation. The law of Christ is

what God expects of a Christian.

Antinomianism is contrary to everything the Bible teaches. God expects us
to live a life of morality, integrity, and love. Jesus Christ freed us from the
burdensome commands of the Old Testament Law. That is not a license to sin,
but rather a covenant of grace. We are to strive to overcome sin and cultivate
righteousness. The fact that we are graciously freed from the demands of the Old
Testament Law should result in us living our lives in obedience to the law of
Christ. Note I John 2:3-6.

Our crisis today is not one of immorality, but of amorality. If immorality
were the problem, there would still be a standard left by which to judge an action.
Amorality knows no universally applicable standard. The worst problem for the
world is not inflation or unemployment, racism, or communism, the Russians or
the Americans. The worst problem is a whole generation of young people without

values!"
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A1-2&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%205%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022%3A37-40&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202%3A3-6&version=KJV

Because of the present moral crisis, one does not have to be a prophet to be
able to predict that Western civilization can only go in one or two directions. It
can either return to the Biblical ethic which made the West the great civilization it
was, or it can move toward the tyranny of totalitarianism. Since we have already
departed from our roots and are moving toward the latter, it has been said, "The
only thing that saves us while we are in this transition is fear." What prevents a
person today from committing a crime? Not a strong sense of right or wrong, but

a fear of getting caught!”

The Purpose of This Study on Ethics

The purpose of this study is to see how God wants men to relate to Himself,

his fellow men, and nature.

Ethics is not just about issues of right and wrong; it is also about the kind of
people we ought to be. We ought to be the kind of person who, for one, think
issues of right and wrong really matter, who love the right and hate the wrong,
and who can be counted on to do the right thing under pressure. Now, that is the
character issue: whether we are committed to the right to such an extent that we
think the right exists and we want to do it. The kind of person that we are has very
much to do with ethics. Ethics is about the content of our character as well as the
rules of right and wrong. And when we talk about people and character, we use
the dichotomy of virtue and vice. That is standard terminology. Virtue is the
branch of ethics that deals with moral agents and their motivations. Rules deal
with actions and of course the attitude that lies behind those actions whereas

virtue deals with people in terms of these character issues and motivations.

Lesson Two next month



A Day In The Life Of A
Hospice Chaplain

Elder Walt DelLoach
Hickory Springs Primitive Baptist Church — Tifton, GA

Pastoring nearly 15 years

Chaplain for 8 years, covering a significant area in South Georgia




Chaplains do have to be licensed in GA. I believe it is one of two states that require
licensing. Not only do we provide spiritual support, but are trained to assist with

conflict, grief, and more.

Although it happened over a decade ago, I can see it as though it was yesterday.
As I'looked down the hallway of the pastorium at Mt. Union on Thanksgiving weekend,
there stood a woman all of 5’ tall and 110 pounds soaking wet. It was then she did the

unthinkable; she stuck her finger into my chest and said, “How long have you known”?

This woman was my advocate, my chauffeur to the mall, my back scratcher, my
pillow in church, and someone who would never harm me. She was my grandmother.
And there she was, standing in front of me, so familiar, yet I didn’t know her. Dementia
and Alzheimer’s rob a person of themselves, rob us of memories to be, and often move a
stranger into the body we’ve known so long. They become someone we don’t know
inhabiting a body we do. If you live long enough, statistics indicate you are very likely to
experience a similar situation as I’ve shared with you. It is estimated that by 2030, 78

million people will be diagnosed with dementia.

When my grandmother confronted me I was completely unready for the physical,
emotional, and spiritual pain it would bring. However, eight years ago I was blessed
through a series of unlikely events that opened the door to chaplaincy. There are many
areas of expertise under the umbrella of chaplaincy, of which I work with hospice. Had
this happened later, I may have had far more quality moments with my grandmother.
My hope is that this article will give you some insight I didn’t have.

My goal is to share several articles that might help in areas most of us will
experience with our aging families. Some of the topics I hope to write will deal with

Dementia and Alzheimer’s, caregiver guilt, healing past wounds, and abuse.

Let me begin by saying Dementia patients are hard to predict from day to day.
I've asked many devout Christian patients if I could pray and had them turn in disgust.
I’ve had people grab my beard and laugh, while one said I looked like the devil. I’ve had
people not remember me for months and then announce to others that I am the pastor.
My first encouragement to you is to go in without expectations. If you have a day
planned out, it will never go the way you expect. Instead of trying to make the patient

follow you, just meet them where they are and follow them. Furthermore, if a



conversation ends up in an argument over something trivial, you will just end up mad as
them. Recent studies show that in an argument we are able to put away our anger in a
reasonable time. Unfortunately, a dementia patient will forget the argument, but their
outlook will remain in a state of anger for much longer. Truth is not always a necessity

with a Dementia patient unless they are in danger.

It is possible to reach a person with Dementia, and there is one tactic I use that

offers a very high percentage of success.

They may not know their name or yours and may struggle with sentences; and
unbelievably, I’ve experienced more often than not that they will be able to finish an
entire verse of a familiar hymn. “Amazing Grace” and “I’ll Fly Away” are most
commonly remembered. I literally had a female patient weeks ago who could barely
speak; she ultimately sang so loudly I was afraid we were disturbing other residents. She
didn’t miss a single word.

There are several reasons I believe this happens. First, hymns are imbedded with
scripture and are typically based on the writer’s experiences or viewpoints with this
scripture. We know the Word of God is just that: The Word of God. The promise is, in
Isaiah 55:11, “My word will not return unto me void.” I believe these scriptures set to
harmony attach themselves to the deepest parts of us. Secondly, Plato stated, "Music
gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to
everything”. I believe Plato would agree that music is a universal language that can

trigger tears and laughter without a single word.

There is one element of Dementia that has always confounded me. We are created
for God’s glory. Dementia ultimately robs persons of their ability to praise and glorify
God. In this respect, why would a good God allow someone to lose the ability to glorify
Him? I have found comfort in the thought that while the patient may not be able to
glorify God as far as we know, but the family and caregivers can. By honoring the father
and mother, blessing them that may very well curse you, and by bringing a cup of cold

water to them, we indeed glorify God.

I pray that if and when you come to this crossroad of loved ones and dementia,

that our Lord will give you patience, strength, and hopefully now, a song.



Joel Study

Part 7

Elder Sam Bennett
Ramah Primitive Baptist Church — Barnesville, GA




Joel 2:18-20

“(18) Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, And pity His people. (19) The LORD
will answer and say to His people, "'Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, And
you will be satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations. (20)
But I will remove far from you the northern army, And will drive him away into a barren
and desolate land, With his face toward the eastern sea And his back toward the western
sea; His stench will come up, And his foul odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous

things.”

This is the turning point in the Book of Joel. Previously, we read of the Prophet’s
calling Israel to repentance.

Joel 2:15-17

“(15) Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; (16) Gather
the people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing
babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room.
(17) Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar;”

The people were to repent from the heart. It was not to be a show. It was not to be
simply a ritual. This was to be a sober event. This was to be a solemn event. It was to be
a sacred event. It was to exclude no one. God Himself was calling His people to turn to
Him. Other than the drunkards, there is no specified sin for which the people are to
repent. However, they were people. They were created beings. They were the natural
descendants of Adam. They were natural-born sinners. While we are not told
specifically, we may assume everyone had sins for which they needed to repent. Because
of what we read in verse 12, where the LORD commands the people to turn to Him, we
may safely assume that Israel had turned away from Him. When people turn away from
God, all manner of sins follow. Everyone was guilty of something, and the nation was
guilty of turning away from God. They had been blessed by God. He is a good God. He
delights in giving good things to His people. He is not greedy. God gives in abundance,
more than we are able to ask or think. He is the giver of every good and perfect gift. He
expects His people to love Him. He expects His people to give to Him the glory due His
name. He expects to have priority in the lives of His people. Moses commanded Israel to
give priority to God. Deuteronomy 6:5 — “You shall love the LORD your God with all

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”



God had been faithful to His covenant with Abram. He had made a nation from
Abraham and Sarah. He had delivered them from famine. He had delivered them from
captivity. He had delivered them into the Promised Land. He had promised them
blessings for their obedience, and He had kept those promises. God had also promised
curses for Israel’s disobedience. We find those promised curses in Deuteronomy 28:15-
16, 37-42.

"(15) But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the LORD
your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes
which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you
and overtake you: (16) Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall
you be in the country... (37) And you shall become an astonishment, a
proverb, and a byword among all nations where the LORD will drive
you. (38) You shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in,
for the locust shall consume it. (39) You shall plant vineyards and tend
them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes; for
the worms shall eat them. (40) You shall have olive trees throughout all
your territory, but you shall not anoint yourself with the oil; for your
olives shall drop off. (41) You shall beget sons and daughters, but they
shall not be yours, for they shall go into captivity. (42) Locusts shall

consume all your trees and the produce of your land.”

God had kept His promise of curses for Israel’s disobedience. He had sent locusts
into the land, and wave after wave of locusts had devoured every green thing and left a
desolate wasteland. The people were devastated and desperate, helpless and hopeless. It
was a drastic thing. Drastic times call for drastic measures. Isracl was disobedient, and
God had sent locusts. And when Israel had no one else to whom they could turn, God
called them to cry out to Him, to pray to Him, to turn their hearts to Him. Israel’s
repentance had to be genuine.

In Psalm 51, David wrote clearly so that we might know what true repentance is

and why nothing else is acceptable to God: Psalms 51:6, 10, 17.

“(6) Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You
will make me to know wisdom... (10) Create in me a clean heart, O God, And
renew a steadfast spirit within me... (17)The sacrifices of God are a broken

spirit, A broken and a contrite heart — These, O God, You will not despise.”



Concerning repentance, Bible commentator John Blanchard writes:

[1] True repentance involves a change of mind. The person who truly
repents has a totally different view of sin from the one they previously
held. They no longer see sin as trivial or as merely a personal matter and
entirely their own business. Instead, the person who truly repents realizes

that all sin is an offense against God.

[2] True repentance involves a change of heart. It means being heart
broken as we realize that sin is not only the cause of everything degrading
and shameful in the human experience, but that it was sin that nailed

Jesus to the cross and brought His earthly life to such a horrific end.

[3] True repentance involves a change of life. God does not merely call us
to repent of sin, but also from sin. God has nowhere undertaken to
forgive a sin that a man is not prepared to forsake. Repentance involves

not only an inner change of heart and mind, but an outer change of life.

Joel called Israel to repent with great urgency. Verse 12 began with NOW! Certain
urgency is implied. Israel was not to delay. Repentance must always be an urgent matter.
Delayed obedience is disobedience. The person who puts off repentance even for a day

has one more day to repent of and one day less in which to do so.

From our text, it does appear that Israel did indeed repent. It seems they truly
turned to God with all their heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning. The
devastation brought on by the locusts was no longer a concern for Israel. God was
jealous or zealous for His land and took pity on His people. What does it mean that He
was zealous for the land?

Should we take this to mean the national boundaries of Israel? It was the land
God had given to them. They were a people called by His name. The nation was
reflective of God. Should we understand that God was zealous for the very soil of the
land? It was the land that brought blessings of prosperity to the people. The land
brought forth wine and oil and grain. All of that was of great importance to daily lives
of the people of Israel. But most importantly, we should understand that God took pity
of the people of the land. Israel could once again enjoy the blessings of obedience.



Joel 2:19
“(19) The LORD will answer and say to His people, " Behold, I will send you grain and
new wine and oil, And you will be satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach

among the nations.”

Because of the true, authentic, genuine repentance of Israel, they turned back to
God. He had chastised them, punishing them for their disobedience. God would rather
not have to do that, just as a parent would rather not have to punish disobedient
children. God would rather that Isracl have been obedient in the first place, so that He
did not have to make good on His covenant promise of curses for their disobedience.

In the text it says that God will answer. What will He answer? He will answer to
the repentance of Israel. He will recognize that they have indeed repented in heart and
mind, not in an outward ritual show that gives the appearance of repentance. Because
Israel repented, God did not leave His people wanting. He restored to them the elements
necessary for their prescribed manner of worship. Grain and wine would be in adequate
supply such that the priests could perform their assigned duties, and worshipers could
offer grain offerings and drink offerings. This verse also speaks of Israel’s reputation in
the world. Verse 17 instructs the priests to pray aloud, lamenting Israel’s reproach, and
echoing the mocking of outsiders who question Israel’s favored place as the people of
God. Verse 19 answers this prayer fully. God promised them adequate blessings to their
satisfaction, and restoration of their respect among the nations.

Joel 2:20

“(20) But I will remove far from you the northern army, And will drive him away into a
barren and desolate land, With his face toward the eastern sea And his back toward the
western sea; His stench will come up, And his foul odor will rise, Because he has done

monstrous things.”

You may see “army” in italics in your translation. It is implied. The most literal
interpretation is “northerner.” The locusts were not the army of any invading nation.
However, invading nations typically invaded Israel from the north. Locusts may have
been blown in by prevailing winds from the east or southwest. “Northerner” may have
been a derogatory term that Israel assigned to any aggressor. As this is poetic, prophetic
literature, it may also be foretelling of the Assyrians, and later the Babylonians who
would invade and conquer Israel from the north. Here we are dealing with the present

calamity of locusts. God had sent the locusts. He had commanded them as an army. The



locusts had invaded and brought devastating destruction. They had done what locusts
do. They had served their purpose. Now that Israel had repented, God would do away
with the locusts. He had sent them, and they had done as He commanded, and Israel

was awakened from their collective national sinful stupor.

God promised to put an end to the destructive force of the locusts. It would be a
decisive defeat, and the destroyers would be destroyed. The death of the locusts would
be an unpleasant reminder of what happens to those who do monstrous things against
God’s people. This may also be a foretelling of the destruction of Israel’s enemies, much
like we see in the book of Nahum where the prophet foretells of Nineveh’s utter defeat
and complete destruction. Greater still, it has spiritual implications. The grand
fulfillment of this prophecy is ultimately found in Jesus Christ. When the Son of God
took on flesh and stepped into history, He came with a specific mission. When He cried
out from the cross, “It is finished,” His work on earth was done. He had absorbed the

Father’s wrath against our sin.

Romans 8:1
“(1) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not

walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”

God’s promise to bring about complete and final end of the locusts in Joel’s
prophecy extends further than the present calamity of locusts. It extends to the true
Israel of God. The true church in the earth will see God’s enemies destroyed on the great
day of the LORD. When Christ returns, death itself will be destroyed, cast into the lake
of fire along with sin and Satan, and the destruction will be final and complete. Death is
the enemy of life. It is an enemy that many people fear. It is an enemy that Christians
should never fear. Yes, Jesus died on the cross at Calvary. Yes, Jesus was buried. But it
was not final. The grave could not hold the Lord of Life. Jesus rose again on the third
day, and death was defeated. Satan’s greatest victory was upended. Death was no longer
a weapon. For those who are true believers in Christ, you know that you possess the
hope of salvation that is eternal life in His presence. Death is merely a doorway from the
natural to the supernatural. This earthen vessel is imperfect, flawed, and broken. We
must be fitted for perfection, so we must leave these jars of clay behind. When the last
trumpet sounds, all of Christ’s ransomed people will be changed, we will put on
perfection and immortality, we will meet Him in the air, and we will forever be with the
LORD. His enemies will be utterly and completely defeated and destroyed, cast into the
lake of fire for all eternity.



As believers, our sin debt is forgiven. Jesus has paid that price for us. However, we
are not yet perfect. We are still in the flesh, and we still wrestle with the flesh. Sin is ever

present. We are born into it.

Salvation is a promised blessing for all who believe in Jesus and the sufficiency of
His sacrifice. But we must recognize the sin in our own lives, and repent of it. Our
repentance must be more than lip service. Our repentance must be more than a vocal
apology carelessly tacked onto the end of our prayers. We may need to reacquaint
ourselves with the concept of fasting. We may need to seriously review what it means to
rend our hearts and not our garments and cry out to the LORD.

Repentance must not be delayed. When we have done wrong, we must return to
the LORD. We must confess our sins before God and repent with changed minds,
understanding that sin is more than a personal problem. It is an offense to our Holy,
Holy, Holy God. We must repent with broken hearts, having a true sorrow for our sins,
understanding that we are the reason Jesus was crucified. And we must repent with
changed lives, living differently from the expectations and acceptance of the world
around us. Never let it be said of believers, “Where is your God?” His Spirit, present in
our hearts, should leave no doubt that we are different from the world around us, set

apart by His sanctifying love, mercy, and grace.

Has the LORD spoken peace into your heart? Thank Him, praise Him, and live in
accordance with His will. Is the LORD even now calling you to Him? Do not harden
your heart. Do not wait. Call upon the Name of the LORD while it is today and receive
the forgiveness of His Fatherly love.



Church News




Northern Virginia Church 50™ Anniversary

The Northern Virginia Primitive Baptist Church in Fairfax, VA celebrates a major
milestone next month — 50 years of joyously serving our Lord and His people in the
Northern Virginia & Washington, DC, area.

We cordially invite you to join us for the church’s 50th Anniversary Celebration on
September 20-21, 2025.

Our Celebration includes:

Saturday, September 20

Hymn Sing - 4:00 p.m.

Dinner served afterward

Sunday, September 21

Celebratory Worship Service - 11:00 a.m.

Fellowship Lunch to follow

On the following page are several photos including the original 17 members of the
church, ministers who attended the inaugural service, as well as a copy of the program

for the Constitution Service, September 26, 1975.

We would be honored to have you, especially former members, join us for these

services.

In Christ,

Elder Andrew M. Tucker
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Northern Virginia Church - September 26, 1975

17 Original Church Members:
Front Row: Eric Hanson, Art Williams, Kathy Hanson, Diane Wilson, Elder Loren Wilson (Pastor),
Janet Glines, Frank Williams, Jr., Billie Williams, Elwyn Deal

Back Row: Orin Patton, Harry Hanson, Betty Owens, Margaret Wright, Ruth Vaughn, Becky Hanson,
Sally Wright, Jim Vaughn.

3 ; — — =5
Ministers that attended the Constitutional Service:

Front Row: Elder Hoyt SImms, Elder Lindy Webb, Elder Charles Carrin, Elder V. F. Agan, Elder John Hendricks.

Back Row: Elder Arthur DeVane, Elder Earl Bishop, Elder Billy Akins, Elder Jerry Newsome.
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- Betty D. NeSmith Edwards

r' ' Sister Betty D. NeSmith Edwards, born July 14, 1927, passed over to her Heavenly
' i ' Home on Saturday, August 16, 2025.

She was a devoted Christian who spent the last 98 years attending Bay Branch Primitive
Baptist Church. She was the oldest member of the church and a true Southern Lady who
always put her faith in God first.

Betty married Murry NeSmith on July 19, 1946, and together they continued the funeral
business that his father started in 1917. After serving the area families, she retired with
approximately 53 years of service. She began working again at Mellie NeSmith Funeral
Home, with her son, in 1998, where she became a beloved member of his staff. Betty
served as a licensed funeral director for 70 years.

Betty also served as Secretary and Treasurer on the Board of Trustees for Brewton

Cemetery for 32 years.

Being the youngest of nine children, she became caregiver to all her siblings and some of
their spouses. She also was a loving caregiver to her husbands, Murry, and to her second
husband, Caroll Edwards, whom she married on January 3, 1995.

SURVIVORS: Son, Mellie (Phyllis) NeSmith of Claxton; daughter, Blonnie Kay (Tony)
Moncrief of Claxton; three grandchildren, Tiffany (Bubba) Massey, Colby Moncrief and
Cody (Kirsten) NeSmith, all of Claxton; great-grandchildren, Emily Moncrief, Meredith
and Waylan Massey, Bryce Moncrief, Samantha NeSmith, and one on the way,
Savannah NeSmith; several special nieces and nephews; one sister-in-law, Alethia
Nowell; step-sons, Lowell (Rosemary) Warren and Randy (Deborah) Warren; and four
step-grandchildren.
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STATEMENT OF FAITH
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In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of
Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired
and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

« We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and

coexistent.

« We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s

faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and
ruined estate.

. We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the
elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that
Salvation is by His grace alone.

« We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church
of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is
immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an
example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a
presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised,
changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven
forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body
reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.




