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Sin’s Damaging

Force

The following article is part 2 of a 3 part series that is taken
from my sermon given at this year’s Southern States Bible
Conference. The theme for this Conference was “To God Be the
Glory.” My presentation was on the subject, “God’s Glory
Reflected in Man.” I pray these thoughts and the ones that

follow would be a blessing to you..

Elder Dean Robbins




(Please Read Ecclesiastes 12)

In the previous article, the following thesis
was offered: that you and I were created to reflect
the glory of God. When God created Adam and Eve,
for whatever brief time they lived before their fall
into sin, they fulfilled their created purpose [as the
image-bearers of God] to reflect the glory of God.
The article went on to define God’s glory. For, if one
is to reflect the glory of God, he must have some
understanding of the nature of God that makes Him
a glorious Being. The nature of God that makes Him
glorious are all his Divine attributes; the chiefest
being His infinite holiness. [See the 2018 August

issue.]

Now in the words the follow, we shall deal
with the issue of sin and how sin has damaged the
ability of the image-bearers of God to fulfill their
purpose of reflecting the glory of God.

God created man perfect and upright. As noted
earlier, he did not stay in this perfect and upright
condition very long. The writers of the 1689 Baptist
Confession Faith states it like this, “Although God
created man upright and perfect, and gave him a
righteous law, which had been unto life had he kept
it, and threatened death upon the breach thereof,
yet he did not long abide in this honor...” [1689
London Baptist Confession of Faith, Chapter 6, Para-
graph 1; Emphasis Mine].

Having fallen from this original state of
innocence, Adam lost his perfect and upright nature;
he lost his ability to commune with God. The
consequence of his failure to obey the righteous law

given by God was death; both spiritual death and

subsequently, physical death. This breach of God’s
righteous law that brought death has also resulted in
Adam [and all his descendants] losing his ability to
reflect the glory God.

We are much indebted to Solomon, the
preacher of Ecclesiastes. In this book, Solomon
presents to us the great dilemma. The great dilemma
is this: How can the fallen image- bearer of God be a
genuine reflector of the glory of God that he was
created to be? The answer is, He cannot reflect the
glory of God as created while in his fallen state. The
preacher [Solomon] makes this point throughout
the book of Ecclesiastes. Notice what Solomon says
in Ecclesiastes 12:8: Vanity of vanities, saith the

preacher; all is vanity.

What a difference in the statement of the
Preacher [in chapter 12] about the declining years of
life, of growing old and dying and the statement
made by Moses in Genesis 1, verse 31. In the
Genesis passage it says, “And God saw every thing
that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good.” What was “very good” [perfect] in the
beginning before the Fall, has now [after the Fall]
become “vanity.” Sin explains this difference
between everything being “very good” and

everything being “vanity.”

Before the fall of man into sin, he was the
perfect image bearer. He had the fulness of
righteousness needed to please God. He had the
holiness to perfectly reflect the glory of God. Adam
and Eve fulfilled their purpose for existing. God said
to multiply and replenish the earth [see Genesis 2:.
He said for them: Be fruitful, and multiply, and

replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have



dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth to have dominion over
the rest of creation and to subdue the earth
(Genesis 1:28). Now, the sense of Genesis chapter 4
would suggest that they had yet to have children
before their fall into sin. But, for a certain period of
time, they had perfect communion with God and
they perfectly reflected the glory of God by doing

what God commanded.

But, when sin entered God’s “very good” work
of creation, what was very good became “all is
vanity.” Adam, while he did not totally abdicate his
position as an image-bearer of God, [for he
continued to have the ability to reason and to make
decisions based upon his ability to reason], yet He
did corrupt his status before God by losing his
righteous state. He lost the holiness that God
demanded for to live forever in His presence. The
impact of this loss of holiness can be seen in Adam
and Eve hiding from God. In their fallen state, death
resulted. They died spiritually and in the text from
Ecclesiastes 12, it says that physical death also was
the product of all of life now being vanity. Then
shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it

(verse 7).

When Adam and Eve lost their ability to reflect
the glory of God, so did their descendants. This
means you and me! God’s word says, “Wherefore, as
by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned: (Romans 5:12). In Paul’s letter to the

church at Corinth, he writes of the natural state of

man and how in such a state, he cannot please God.
Paul writes, “But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). The
vanity of life is the consequence of spiritual death.
The book of Ecclesiastes may be described as a
primer on the life of the one who seeks their own

pleasure and not the pleasure of God.

You should notice some of the other things
that the Preacher says about life post fall and under
bondage to sin. In verse 14 of the 1st chapter,
Solomon writes: I have seen all the works that are
done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity
and vexation of spirit. In chapter 2, verse 11,
Solomon looks at his own life and writes: Then I
looked on all the works that my hands had
wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured
to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of
spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.
This thought of “vexation of spirit” as it is rendered
in the King James translation is given in other
translations as, “Striving after the wind.” Solomon
was unfulfilled. His life had no real meaning. This is
the thought of striving against the wind; of vexation
of spirit. How can one “strive against the wind” and
at the same time reflect the glory of God? He can’t!
There is no desire to reflect the glory of God. This is
the damaging force of sin in one’s life. The Geneva
reformers have good insight into what Solomon is
saying here in this passage. They write that Solomon
is, “[condemning] the opinions of all men who
set happiness in anything but in God alone,
seeing that in this world all things are as vanity

and nothing.”



The issue of sin with respect to one being an
image-bearer of God is that one seeks happiness in
everything other than in God. I challenge you to
read all of Ecclesiastes and come away with good
feelings about yourself. It is the proverbial dark
cloud that follows you. The great dilemma is that
man, left in his sinful state, cannot be the image
bearer that he was created to be and therefore, He
cannot be the reflector of the glory of God that God

intended for Him to be.

But praise be to God, for one is not left in this
fallen state where they only strive against the wind!
God has made provision for the vanity of life to be
replaced by a life lived with great value. This
worthiness of life is to be found in God’s great plan
of redemption. What was lost by Adam in the
garden, is reclaimed by Christ Jesus upon the cross.
This will be the subject of the final part of this series

that will be in the next issue of the Banner.

Until then, think of how sin has damaged your
ability to bring God the glory due to His great name.
Consider your life right now. Are you striving
against the wind? If you are, then in the words of
the One who is greater than Solomon, you must,
“deny yourself...” (Matthew 16:24). May it please
the Lord to reveal to you that you were created to
reflect His glory. This being so, you must deal with
sin’s damaging force in your life. It is only in Christ

Jesus that you deal effectively with your sin. Amen!



Seeing For Myself

By:
CIiff Proctor



When I asked Brother Pat McCoy in May 2018
about me get- ting involved with DMI, I assumed he
would give me a brief overview of the program, and
mention a date in the future when a mission trip
was being planned. However, God’s plan was already
in action and I didn’t even know it. Brother Pat told
me he intended to travel to Ukraine, in Eastern
Europe, in early June, but his traveling partner had
backed out. If I was interested in going to Ukraine in

five weeks, he could re-schedule the trip.

I prayed about the decision, but I think it was
obvious to me that [ would soon be traveling to
Ukraine! I still had my passport from our 2011 Holy
Land trip, so all I needed to do was pack for the 10
day trip, and I'd be ready to roll.

The purpose of this particular trip was to
“survey” the various projects DMI is currently
involved with. Also, we would be carrying and
delivering funds that would be used to operate the
mission. I knew that my church supports DMI
financially, but now I had an opportunity to see

exactly what those donations were being used for.

And what an experience it was! Overall, we
travelled by plane about 25 hours and by van around
1,500 miles. Every morning, we got up and hit the
road for another village, and our host Brother Sasha

had it all very well organized.

DMI supports several of [Ukrainian] ministers
by paying their salaries, so they can focus 100% of
their effort on their ministries. We are also in the
process of building a new home for one of our
veteran preachers who is not in good health.

Another ministry we support is a church where

services are held in a local community center. Most
of the congregation is made up of drug addicts and

alcoholics who are in nearby treatment centers.

We visited one tiny village and met Vitaly, his
wife Tanya, and son Samuel. Vitaly is a church
"planter," working in his Ukrainian village to build a
ministry from the ground up, with the goal of
gathering a congregation and establishing a new
church. We are blessed to be able to support Vitaly's
efforts to spread the good news of God's love for all
His children.

There were a couple of day care centers we
checked in on to see how things were progressing.
The first center was in a fairly large town, and there
were about 20 kids, most of whom had parents that
were not responsible. It was obvious those girls and
boys wanted to be there by the smiles on their faces.
During our visit, they were learning Bible lessons

and painting.

The other day care center was not really a day
care center at all — a married couple had opened
their home to the children of their village. The home
was a one-room farm house with a chicken yard and
a hayloft. There were 40 little kids present on the
day of our visit. They were learning and singing
praise songs, and studying bible lessons. This was
another example of someone in the community who
loves Jesus, taking care of the children of alcoholics
and drug addicts. Seeing this home and these kids
gave me a new perspective on my relationship with
the Lord.

On our final day in Ukraine, we enjoyed a visit

to the capital city of Kiev. I had a Big Mac! That



made me remember all the material blessings we
have in our country, and how we are generally guilty

of taking these material blessings for granted.

But here is the lesson I learned from this trip.
God’s love is so much more important that material
blessings. Most of the people we met live way below
the poverty line. They work with their hands in the
dirt from dawn to dusk. But if you ask them about
their lives, they will drop to their knees and pray in
gratitude to the Lord. They consider themselves

blessed beyond measure by having such a loving
God.

Elder Pat McCoy [and others] started this
ministry 25 years ago, and has made countless trips
in support of this world-wide mission. I am so
grateful for the opportunity to travel with Brother
Pat on this trip. I'm also grateful that my church,
Brooklet Primitive Baptist, helped to sponsor my
trip, and also makes regular financial donations to
DMI. I would encourage each and every one of our
sister churches to provide support to this

world-wide mission.

May God bless the leaders of DMI, as well as
the medical teams and other missionaries who will
be traveling with this outreach. I will keep praying
for Discipling Ministries International, as they

continue to spread the good news about God's love
for ALL his children!

PS, I'll always remember visiting the town of
Pereyaslav. When war with Russia broke out in
2014, most all of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters
had to flee to other parts of the country. In their new

homes, there would be no Bible Study, no churches,

no way to gather for worship. But in the Fall 2017,
the people of Pereyaslav, along with their pastor,
began working on a new church. And coming up in
October 2018, this new church will be dedicated for

all God's children to come in and worship!



News From

The Denomination




Discipling Ministries International [DMI]
=\ Annual Delegates Meeting

Saturday, September 22, 2018
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church
10:00 AM

Delegates from supporting churches will meet at the
Lanes Church for their annual meeting on Saturday, September 22
at 10:00 AM. At this meeting, members of the Board will be elected.

Important information will be given about the past year’s
ministry along with plans for 2019. Brother Sasha Malov
will be present and will give the Key Note address.

Visitors are welcome.

Brother Sasha will traveling to speak to different churches. Here is his
itinerary. If you are in one these areas, please come and hear about the
mission work being done in the Ukraine.

Friday, September 21, - 7:00 PM- New Hope P B Church, Savannah, GA

Saturday, September 22nd - 10:00 AM Delegates meeting- Lanes PB Church, Stilson, GA

Sunday, September 23 - Lanes PB Church, 11:00 AM, Stilson, GA

Monday, September 24 - Union Grove P B, Winchester, TN., 6:30 PM (CT)

Wednesday, September, 26 - Providence P B Church, Tallassee, AL. 6:30 PM (CT)

For more information, please contact
Elder Pat McCoy: pm4dmi@outlook.com or (478) 994-2558



mailto:pm4dmi@outlook.com
mailto:pm4dmi@outlook.com

Progressive Primitive Baptist Library and Archives

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator

Address:

8 South Zetterower Ave.
Statesboro, GA 30458

Phone:

(912) 489- 5762

Send donations to:

PPB Library & Archives
P.0 Box 784
Statesboro, Ga. 30459

(Donations are tax deductible)
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LANES CHURCH
Stilson, GA

The Lanes Church invites you to their Fall Meeting
September 18, 19, and 20. Elder Pat McCoy will be
the guest preacher. Services each evening will be
7:00 PM. On Saturday September 22, the church will
host the annual DMI Delegate Meeting. The meeting
will begin at 10:00 AM. On Sunday August 19,
Lanes honored Elder Emerson Proctor on his 60
years of ministry with a reception. Brother Emerson
was ordained on August 15, 1958 at the Lanes
Church. He is now the Associate Pastor for the
church. He is much beloved by our church and a
great testimony to us of what true faith and
perseverance is. We look forward to our annual
Jimmy DeLoach Fish Fry on September 3rd. When
in the Stilson area, we invite you to join us each
Lord’s day for worship at 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM.

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH
Collins, GA

We had a wonderful Homecoming Service in April.
In May, we had 2 high school graduates, Kenton
Gowens and Jarron Guy, and 2 college graduates,
Ethan Hawkland and Dixie Jarriel. We congratulate
all of them and pray God will direct and bless their
future endeavors. We lost three of our church
members in the spring. Brothers Bill Tucker & Jim
Vaughn had fought long battles. Sister Mae Holland
was taken suddenly. We feel the losses deeply in our
church family. We pray for all the families that God
will continue to comfort & fill the void in their lives.
In June we had a large group of campers &

counselors attend the first week of Camp at

Hillview. It was a very uplifting week learning of the
Fruits of the Spirit. We also had an ice cream social
one Sunday night after services in June. In July, we
took our PBYF on a day trip to Summer Waves on
Jekyll Island. Late in the af- ternoon we visited the
pier on St. Simons Island. We had a seafood supper
at Iguanas to finish a fun-filled day. We are still
without a pastor, but we know God not forsaken us
as we have had ministers to supply for us each Sun-
day morning & Sunday night. Please pray with us
that God will send us a pastor of His choosing & in
His time. We invite you to our annual meeting begin-
ning at 11:00 am on September 19th, 2018. Lunch
will follow in the annex. Evening services will be at
7:00pm Wednesday through Saturday. The meet- ing
will conclude on Sunday with the 11:00am service &
lunch after- ward. Elder Craig Lanier will be the
guest minister. Please pray for Brother Craig and for
our church in the meeting. We appreciate all the
prayers of our sister churches. We pray for all of you,

also. We love you all. In Christian Love,

Janice L. Jarriel, Reporter

BAY BRANCH CHURCH
Bellville, GA

Brother Gregg Clark has been elected Clerk for Bay

Branch PB Church. His contact information is:

Gregg Clark, Clerk
Bay Branch PB Church
P. O. Box 867
Claxton, GA 30417

oregopclark51 @icloud.com

803-242-5306 (M)


mailto:greggpclark51@icloud.com
mailto:greggpclark51@icloud.com

Reminder:

Information for the 2019 Church Directory has been mailed out to Pastors and Clerks.
Please return these as soon as possible. We hope to mail the Directories out before the first of the year.

If you did not receive information, please contact Elder Pat McCoy.

Contact:

Banner Herald Directory
C/O Elder Pat McCoy
PO.Box69
Culloden, GA. 31016-0069
(478) 994-2558

Email: pm4dmi@outlook.com
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The God Who
Works In You

By:

Elder Emerson Proctor




Now the God of peace, that brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory

for ever and ever. Amen.
Hebrews 13:20-21

These verses really form the conclusion of the
book of Hebrews and give a summary statement of
all of that which the Hebrew Christians were called
to do. It is worth pointing out that these verses form
a prayer. The prayer is divided into two parts. The
first part gives a specific characterization of God as
the One to Whom the prayer is addressed, and the

second part gives the substance of the prayer.

The character under which God is described in
verse 20 gives the specific attributes of God which
we should have in mind as we pray. He is first of all
called “the God of Peace.” The peace to which this
expression calls attention is the peace purchased for
us by the blood of Christ. Paul described this in his
letter to the Colossians, “And, having made peace
through the blood of Christ, by him to reconcile all
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven” (Colossians
1:20). We are reconciled to God, and the enmity that
separated us from God is destroyed by the blood of
Christ. God's wrath has now been pacified, and He
looks upon us in love and compassion. It is only God
in this Character to Whom we can pray with any
confidence. That is why the writer calls us to think

of God in this way.

Further than that, the writer speaks of the God
of Peace “that brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus.” The fact that He is the God Who is pacified
and to Whom we are reconciled is proven by the fact
He raised Jesus from the dead. What the writer is
calling attention to here is not merely that God, by
an act of His Power, raised up Christ from the dead,
but that this is proof and evidence that the sacrifice
which Christ offered up to the Father is accepted
and that God is satisfied with that sacrifice. That is
what Paul means when he says to the Romans, that
Christ is “declared to be the Son of God with Power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead” (Romans 1:3).

The particular character under which our Lord
Jesus Christ, as the One brought again from the
dead, is described as “that great shepherd of the
sheep.” In other words, this emphasizes the success
of the One Who is our protector, defender, provider
and saviour. Jesus Himself said, “I am the good
shepherd; the good shepherd giveth his life for the
sheep” (John 10:11). His work is described by the
prophet Isaiah in the following way: “He shall feed
his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with young” (Isaiah 40:11).
That He has been brought again from the dead
declares that He is fully competent and willing to do

this work which has been assigned to Him.

Finally, all of this comes “through the blood of
the everlasting covenant.” This is the covenant
referred to in other places here in Hebrews as the
New Covenant. It is said to be everlasting to

distinguish it from all other covenants. It is to this
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covenant the writer refers in these words: “And for
this cause he is the mediator of the New testament,
that by means of death, for the redemption of the
transgressions that were under the first testament,
they which are called might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance" (Hebrews 9:15). By the terms of
this "new" and "everlasting" covenant, and through
the blood of Christ guaranteeing those terms, all of
the blessings of grace which ever come to the
redeemed of God are stored up and ratified. What a
marvel to realize that it is to this “God of Peace,”
Who already has the storehouse of grace filled and
guaranteed safe, that the Apostle raises up this

prayer for God's continuing work in His people.

Because of this, we have every confidence that
God will indeed “make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which is
well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ.” That
is so because this continued activity of God comes as
a part of that everlasting covenant, which is ratified
in the blood of Jesus Christ. This can be seen in
some of the passages referring to the provisions of
this covenant. Jeremiah states it as follows: “And I
will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I
will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not
depart from me” (Jeremiah 32:40). Surely, this is the
same covenant as the one referred to in Hebrews
13:20. Similarly, Ezekiel speaks to the same point:
“And 1 will put my spirit within you, and cause you
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments, and do them” (Ezekiel 36:27). And
further, “And David my servant shall be king over
them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall

also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes,

and do them” (Ezekiel 37:24). David, of course,
refers to our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the shepherd
of the sheep. And the shepherd here is “that great
shepherd of the sheep,” of Hebrews 13:20. It is
beyond question, then, that what the Apostle prays
for on behalf of the Hebrews is something which
does indeed come to them by the terms of the

“everlasting covenant.”

The substance of the prayer is given in verse
21, and it may be divided into two parts. The first
part gives the end for which the apostle prays. It is
to “make you perfect in every good work to do his
will.” The second part give the means by which that
end is to be obtained; “working in you that which is
well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ.” The
author of Hebrews wishes that God will make them
perfect in every good work to do His will. There are
actually two questions that need to be answered

arising from this statement.

We must ask, what is the perfection of which
he speaks? We answer, it does not mean “perfect” in
the sense of sinless perfection, but rather, he is
speaking of a fitting or preparing them for every
good work. The same word in the original language
is used in Hebrews 11:3, where the writer speaks of
the fact that “the worlds were framed by the. word of
God.” It was fashioned and molded and framed in
this way. The same word is translated “prepared” in
Hebrews 10:5, where it is said of Christ, “but a body
hast thou prepared me.” Then Paul spoke of his
desire for the Thessalonians as follows: “night and
day praying exceedingly that we might see your face,
and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith”
(1 Thessalonians 3:10). The word here is “perfect,”

17



and it means to finish or fill out that which is
lacking in their faith so that they may fully function
as the people of God.

To put it another way, in the words of John
Brown, the nineteenth century Scottish theologian,
“We are all by nature utterly unfit to obey the divine
will: we do not know it, we do not love it. God alone
can render us fit for doing His will; and this is true,
not only with regard to unregenerate, but with
regard to regenerate men.” The word literally means
the resetting of a dislocated bone. We who are unfit
to obey God, dislocated in all of our faculties, must
be fitted and pre- pared unto every good work. "It is
not an absolute perfection that is intended,” said
John Owen, “Nor doth the word signify any such
thing; but it is to bring the faculties of the mind into
that order, so to dispose, prepare and enable them,

as they may work accordingly.”

The second question is, wherein does this
perfection consist? The object of this perfection lies
“in every good work to do his will.” God aims to
prepare us and fit us so that we may carry out the
commands contained in the revealed will of God. In
the quotation from the prophets, they spoke of
walking in “my statutes,” and keeping “my
judgments, to do them.” That is what is meant here.
The scriptural definition of a good work is to carry
out God's preceptive will as it is revealed in His
word. That is God's aim: to fit us for that work. To
the same point is the language of Paul to the
Ephesians, “For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians
2:10).

The writer then expresses the means by which
this end is to be attained; “working in you that which
is well-pleasing in his sight.” If we are to be fitted
and prepared to do God's will, He must work in us.
This is a part of that continuing work of God in His
people. God not only begins to work in us, but He
continues to do so. Remember Paul's language to the
Philippians, “Being confident of this very thing, that
he which hath begun a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
This means that God not only begins this in the
work of regeneration, but He continues that work of
“working in you” in your Christian life. That work is

described well by John Brown:

In His word He has given us a plain,
well-accredited revelation of His mind. By the
influences of His Spirit, which our depravity
renders absolutely necessary, He leads us to
understand and believe this revelation. The
revealed mind of God, understood and
believed by us, becomes our mind; and our
mind being brought into accordance with
God's mind, our will, according to the
constitution of our nature is brought into
accordance with God's will. It is thus that God,
by His word and Spirit, “works in us that
which is well-pleasing in His sight.”

(John Brown, Hebrews, p. 722).

Perhaps the best commentary on this matter of
God's working in us is found in the Philippians
letter, “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation

with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh
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in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure”
(Philippians 2:12-13). Paul urges the Philippians to
“work out,” that is to say, to give practical
expression to the salvation which is already theirs,
and they can do this with the assurance that God is
all the while working in order for the doing of His
good pleasure. The best explanation that I have seen
on this text is found in the book, Redemption
Accomplished and Applied, by John Murray. Here is

some of what he says:

God's working in us is not suspended because
we work, nor our working suspended because
God works: God works in us and we also
work. But the relation is that because God
works we work. All working out of salvation
on our part is the effect of God's working in us,
not the willing to the exclusion of the doing
and not the doing to the exclusion of the
willing, but both the willing and the doing.
And this working of God is directed to the end
of enabling us to will and to do that which is
well-pleasing to him. (John Murray,
Redemption Accomplished and Applied,

pp- 184, 185).

This marvelous passage of Scripture is full of
instruction and encouragement to the people of
God. Let me just list two or three of these in

conclusion.

1. It is an encouragement to us, because it shows the
proper relationship between God working in us
and our own efforts. The fact that God works in
us is no reason for us to sit back and “let God do
it.” But rather, it is an encouragement to us to

diligent labors, knowing that God is working in

us. The more we exert ourselves in that direction,
the more persuaded we may be that all of this

energy comes from God.

2. It is a challenge to us, because it is only in the
way of seeking to do His will and to please God
that we can be assured that God is indeed with
us. This is true, because God does work in us to
accomplish these things, and when we see them
in ourselves we can indeed know that God is our
God.

3. There is a great lesson on prayer in the passage. I
have pointed out several times that these two
verses form a prayer. The writer is asking God to
do these things for the Hebrews. Yet there are
these other passages which state that God is
doing and will do these things. It seems to me,
then, that this teaches us that we ought to pray
for those things which God has promised in His
word. It means that we have every reason to pray
for such things, and it means that we have a great

assurance that He will indeed grant them.

(Editor’s Note: This article first appeared in the October, 1985, issue of The
Banner Herald. It is slightly edited for this printing. EP)
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Our Personal

Rainbow From God

By:
Bill Jones



As my wife, Sharon, and I drove home from
the grocery store, we passed in and out of areas of
hard driving rain. We turned into our driveway and
echoed each other: “Wow! Look at that!” There was
a rainbow in the backyard! It was lightly raining, and
the sun was peeking through the clouds just enough
to make a perfect combination to split the light into

the different colors.

The bow started at the blueberry bushes, arced
up twenty or thirty feet and came back to the ground
about two hundred feet away in the old pasture. The
band of colors was at least fifteen feet across and
you could clearly see the transitions from the vivid

red at the top to the soft violet at the bottom.

We marveled at the sight a few minutes and
the thought struck that it might be visible in a
photo, so I ran inside and grabbed the camera. I
opened the cover....and the lens fogged up. Going
from the air-conditioned house into the hot, humid
air had caused a thin film to form on the lens. By the
time I wiped it off enough to get a clear picture, the
clouds had blocked the sunlight and the rainbow had
disappeared. But, boy was it beautiful while it lasted

— what a blessing from the Lord!

After it had disappeared, Sharon and I talked
about the fable that says you can find a pot of gold
buried at the end of a rainbow. Since one end was in
the blueberry bushes we laughingly said that maybe
we should dig them up. But then we agreed that the
blueberry pies she makes from their fruit are worth

more than the gold we might find.

The other end had been in the grass of the old

pasture next to our backyard. There were no

valuable bushes or trees around to disturb, but there
was also nothing in particular to mark its location. It
would have required that I dig a lot of holes in hope
of finding the right spot for the gold. That sounded
like too much work, so we decided to forget the gold
and just keep the memory of God blessing us with
our own private rainbow. We gave each other a kiss,
thanked the Lord for the mercy and grace he
continually shows us, and began unloading the

groceries He had blessed us with.

Recalling Noah and the rainbow God blessed
him with, this verse comes to mind:“But Noah

found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”

(Brother Bill is a deacon at the Lanes Church and is the author of the book,
“I Was Thinking the Other Day About... Pondering Life Through the Eyes

and Heart of a Christian Man. His Book is available at Amazon.com)
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Obituaries

GIBBS, Wayne [Elder] -
July 3, 1944 to August 17, 2018.

Hickory Springs Primitive Baptist Church, Tifton, Georgia.
(Elder Gibbs pastored the Middleground, Plant City, Metter and Savannah Primitive Baptist Churches.)

NORRIS, Jurelle D. -
October 29, 1929 to July 28, 2018.

Grace Community Chapel, Valdosta, Georgia.
[Sister Jurelle was the Mother of Elder T. C. Norris]

PURSER, Ruby Anne Wilson -
September 11, 1935 to August 22, 2018.

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.
(Sister Ruby was the wife of the late Elder John B. Purser)




In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man'’s faculties;
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and
the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is
by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of
Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and
service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed,
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and
body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to
punishment in hell forever.



