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HOPE IN GOD
IN' A HOPELESS
TIME

By:
Elder Pat McCoy
Pastor of
Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church
(Atlanta, GA)




The times we live in are very troubling.
People losing their jobs, the stock market goes up
and down, natural catastrophes, and uncertainty
in what the future holds. In today's economy
there is little to hope for in the future. However,
God is never caught off guard or by surprise.
God knows the future. You are not the only one
that has felt that there is no hope. Even Bible
heroes had their times when they wanted to give
up. Job, Moses, Jonah, Jeremiah, even the
powerful prophet in the Old Testament, Elijah.

Humans have definitions of hope that are
different from God's. We might hope our team
wins the Super Bowl, or we might hope we don't
lose our jobs or our houses. But the biblical
definition of hope is not a hope-so, but a know
so. Our hope in God is surer than the sun rising
in the morning. Just read these verses of hope
and put yourself or your own name in the place
of "I" or "we". Where is hope found? It is in the
Bible, the Word of God. Psalm 119:74 "because I
have hoped in thy word.", in Psalm 119:81 "but I hope

in thy word.", and in Psalm 130:5 "and in his word
do I hope."

Here is real hope. When a person reads the
Word of God (Bible) they can know for certain
that they have a secure and certain future for God
will never allow us to suffer beyond the

capabilities He gives to us to handle it.

"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is

common to man: but God is faithful, who will not

suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but

will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it” (1Corinthians 10:13).

There is nothing on this earth more certain than

hope in God. He will never leave us nor will He
ever forsake us. He is our anchor in the present
and for the future. Note the following
expressions of hope found in scriptures. Several
verses speak of those who "wait" on the LORD.
That is, they look to him, are silently listening for
Him, hoping in Him for their needs, desires, and

future.

Redemptive Hope

“Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD

there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.

And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.”

(Psalm 130:7-8)

If you are a believer you can rest assured
that God's love is unfailing and He will deliver
you in the days of calamity. He has rescued the
believers from certain judgment and promised us
an eternal home with Him. Instead of using ink,
God has signed this redemption with Jesus' own
blood which seals you permanently. When our
hope is in the Lord and not in ourselves, it is a
rock solid hope.

Gift Of Hope

“Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which

thou hast caused me to hope.”

(Psalm 119:49)

We know that there is always hope when
we trust in God for He has given us His Holy
Spirit to seal us as we read in Ephesians 1:13, "In

whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of

truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also




after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy

Spirit of promise."

Future Hope

"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to

give you an expected end.”

(Jeremiah 29:11)

The New King James says, "give you a future

and a hope." God has plans for you. You can bank
on that. His plans are not intended to harm you
but to prosper you. Now this does not mean that
He plans to make you rich, but He does plan for
you to have a secure future. God says that He has
plans for you and He knows them even if we do
not. Your stockbroker or financial adviser might
have plans for you too, but they do not know the
future. They may try to plan for a secure future,
but they do not have the ability to bring it about.
God knows your future and is planning it better

than anyone else can, even ourselves.

Unending Hope

"Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth

and for ever.”

(Psalm 131:3)

Hope is for now, and it is for tomorrow too.
Jesus clearly tells Christians that He will never
leave us, never forsake us, and will never, ever

caste us away. "All that the Father giveth me shall

come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no

wise cast out" (John 6:37). This promise is for

tomorrow morning, next week, and next year.

This hope is the believer's hope that covers their

entire life. It is without end and will stay with us

until Jesus comes for us.

Lovely Hope

“The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in

those that hope in his mercy (his unfailing love).”

(Psalm 147:11)

I am a father, grandfather and great grandfa-
ther. My children have troubles at times. They
sometimes come to me for advice. I am always
offering them hope that all things will work out
for their best despite what today may seem like.
"And we know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28). I delight

when they come to me with their troubles. The
Lord also delights when we put our hope in Him
and in His unfailing love. He wants us to depend
upon Him for everything. He delights to give us
the desires of our hearts. "Delight thyself also in the
LORD:; and he shall give thee the desires of thine
heart" (Psalm 37:4).

Unashamed Hope

"Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed:”

(Psalm 25:3)

If we have our hope in the right place,
meaning not in ourselves, our jobs, our
circumstances, but in God alone, we will never be
disappointed. We will never be ashamed for
placing our hope in Him because He has the
power to deliver us out of all our troubles. We do
not possess that power. Our 401K does not have

such power. God owns the whole earth, He owns



every animal in the forest, and He is the owner of
the cattle on a thousand hills as Psalm 50:10-11

says, "For every beast of the forest is mine, and the

cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the

mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine."

Guiding Hope

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the

God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.

(Psalm 25:5)

We are finite creatures and cannot look
beyond today but God has planned every step
we take. He guides us and protects us, even in
areas where the dark shadows of death seem
imminent in the lowest valleys (Psalm 23). We
might plan our own course but God Himself
determines where our steps go. "A man’s heart
deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps"
(Proverbs 16:9).

Protective Hope

“Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and

our shield.”

(Psalm 33:20)

Our hope in God is a shield of life. Not only
a shield in eternal life but in the present life. He is
our help when we need it and our shield when
we need protecting. God alone is our help and

our shield.

Praiseworthy Hope

"Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art

thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for 1

shall yet praise him, who is the health of my

countenance, and my God."

(Psalm 42:11)

*This is repeated in v. 5 and also in Psalm 43:5.

Here the Psalmist examines his own heart
in asking, 'why am I so downcast? Why am I so
disturbed?' When really he has no reason to be
because when hope is in God we have reason to
praise our Savior and our God. If you do not
know Christ, then I would agree that there is
every good reason to be downcast, to be
depressed, and to be so disturbed. The world is
the most uncertain place to live in today above
any other day but not so for those whose hope is
in God.

Restful Hope

My soul, wait thou only upon God, for my expectation

is from him.”

(Psalm 62:5)

I have often times wrestled with tomorrow
while I lay down to sleep. The many "what if's"
haunt my mind and do not allow me to sleep as I
rehearse the day's events and worry about what
happens tomorrow. But worrying about
tomorrow is borrowing trouble from tomorrow
and spending it on today. When you realize that
tomorrow is already taken care of by God alone
and the hope you have in Him, then you can find
rest. It is easier to sleep tonight if you know
tomorrow is in God's hands. Where is your hope?
Whom do you hope and trust in for today and

tomorrow and forever?



GOD’S
AMAZING
GRACE

By:
Elder Sam Bennett
Pastor of
Lake Chapel
Primitive Baptist Church

(Patterson, GA)




"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that
saved a wretch like me" - so begins one of, if not
the most beloved hymns in the English-speaking
world. Those words flowed from the pen of
Anglican cleric John Newton. It is a heart-felt
confession of a sinner rescued from certain doom
by the hand of our Almighty God. John Newton
wasn't always a preacher. Much of his life had
been spent in rebellion and debauchery. Among
the many misadventures we read of this iconic
hymn writer include how he, as the son-of-sailor
had been demoted and ejected from the British
Royal Navy, traded to a slave-trader as a servant
of slaves, and how he later transported slaves on
his own ship. On a particularly dangerous
voyage, as his ship was about to sink, he cried
aloud for the help of divine intervention. The
Lord saw fit to save him. March 21, 1748, was a
day Newton remembered ever after, for "On that
day the Lord sent from on high and delivered me
out of deep waters." Many years later, as an old
man, Newton wrote in his diary of March 21,
1805: "Not well able to write; but I endeavor to
observe the return of this day with humiliation,
prayer, and praise.” Only God's amazing grace
could and would take a rude, profane,
slave-trading sailor and transform him into a
child of God. Newton never ceased to stand in
awe of God's work in his life.1 His devotion to
God from that moment on was displayed in the
living out of his transformed-by-God life. He was
ordained as a priest in the Church of England in
1764. He served as curate at Olney,
Buckinghamshire for sixteen years, and as Rector
of St Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street, London,
where he officiated until his death in 1807.

Among Newton's well-known hymns are

many of our favorites even today:
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"Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken,””How Sweet

the Name of Jesus Sounds!,””Let Us Love, and Sing,
and Wonder,””"Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Pre-
pare,” " Approach, My Soul, the Mercy-seat,” and

"Faith’s Review and Expectation,” which has come

to be known by its opening phrase, "Amazing
Grace”.

This self-described "wretch" is a remarkable
example of the regenerating power of the Holy
Spirit. His was a life transformed by God, lived
out in praise and thanksgiving and worship of
God. In addition to preaching and pastoring and
writing hymns, John Newton also worked with
William Wilberforce to bring about the abolition
of the slave trade in Great Britain. His theological
studies eventually led him to earn the degree of
Doctor of Divinity from the College of New
Jersey, which is now known as Princeton. God's
grace is truly amazing! Do we truly understand
what we are saying when we make that
statement? Let's consider the definition of the
word grace. It is unmerited favor. Nothing was
done to earn it. Does it amaze you that God
would show any favor to you, a sinner, much less
favor that you have not and cannot earn? What
does God do for us by extending His favor to us?
Those are questions of eternal significance! Let's
look at what God does and how in an attempt to
see what it must mean to us. He saves us by His

grace through faith. (For by grace are ye saved

through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Ephesians 2:8 - emphasis added
mine.) In this verse, the gift of God is the faith

that God gives to the sinner for salvation. The




1689 London Confession of Faith, Chapter 14,
paragraph one gives further clarity: "the elect are

enabled to believe to the saving of their souls." By His

grace, He gives us faith. It is saving faith. We
must believe the gospel! We are commanded to

do so by none other than our Lord Himself.

Mark records for us the words that Jesus

preached during His earthly ministry, "The time is

unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think
of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to
think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every

man the measure of faith" (Romans 12:1-3).

In life of the believer, one way we present
ourselves as a living sacrifice is by expressing

faith verbally: "By him therefore let us offer the sacri-

fice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye,

our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do ¢ood and

and believe the ¢ospel" (Mark 1:15).

Ezekiel describes for us how that process
happens, and it, too, is miraculous work of God.
It is nothing short of a Spiritual heart transplant:

"A new heart also will I ¢ive you, and a new spirit will

I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart

out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to

walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments,
and do them" (Ezekiel 36:26- 27). The affect that it

produces is a life lived in obedience to God out of

love for God as a response to His work in us.

The thoughts of the born-again child of God
are to be godly thoughts. The apostle Paul wrote
to the church at Rome admonishing them to keep
themselves from being beaten into submission by
the world around them. Paul's prescription for
this is that they should be immersing themselves
in thoughtful study and meditation of Scripture:

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of

God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,

holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable

service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye

may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and

perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given

to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices
God is well pleased" (Hebrews 13:15-16).

As we sing that beloved old hymn, we are
reminded that God's grace is indeed amazing. I
thank God for inspiring John Newton to pen
those words which have brought great comfort to
heart of many believers, myself included. As I
think of how it is we are offer a sacrifice a praise
from our lips, and as my feeble mind endeavors
to grasp the enormity of God, I thank Him that
He has given us such an expressive language. I've
heard it said that "amazing" is the only adjective
that can describe the grace of God. It is a good
word to use, but I won't limit my praise to God
or my vocabulary to only one. Right off the top of
my head, I have listed of a few of my favorite

adjectives that describe the grace of God:

Admirable - Does it not give us reason to admire God for His

grace?

Anomalous - There is no other like. It is the unique plan of

God. It is an unbelievable anomaly to the unbeliever.
Astonishing - I'm filled with wonder!

Astounding - I'm pleasantly surprised and stunned that God

would do this for me.

Awe-inspiring - I'm awed! It is spectacular.




Awesome - (this one is often overly misused by preteens and

young adults) It gives me cause for reverential fear!

Beautiful - God's plan of salvation for His people is

absolutely beautiful.
Bountiful - Can man measure the limits of God's generosity?

Colossal - It's bigger than I am, and bigger than I can

imagine, let alone describe.

Dazzling - The beautiful brightness of the glorious grace of

God overwhelms me.

Delightful - What joy fills my soul with delight more than
that of the grace of God!

Disproportionate - Our sin deserves death, hell, and utter

annihilation. God gives us grace disproportionate to our sin.
His grace is greater than all our sin. His grace is

overpoweringly, disproportionately all-sufficient.

Divine - It must be! The mind of man could never conceive of

such!
Excellent - It is perfect, nothing else will do.

Exquisite - stunningly beautiful in its conception, and

brilliant in its application, and utterly unique.

Extraordinary - So far beyond usual, far beyond ordinary, far

above common!

Fabulous - It's almost impossible to believe, because it is so

incredible.

Fantastic - It must have been conceived of in a mind of
unrestrained imagination, such no mortal mind can know, nor

mortal tongue can tell!

Fascinating - It is enchanting; charming; captivating - there is

no limit to the pondering of it.
Grand - It is comprehensive in its scope and effect!

Great - It is larger than life, nearly incomprehensible, and of

utmost significance.

Immense - Who can measure it, but God alone!

Incredible - Only by God's grace do we believe it!

Inescapable - God is everywhere, all the time. There is no
place you can go where you are out of His reach and no speed
at which you may travel that would enable you to outrun

Him!

Inexhaustible - God heaps up grace upon grace to those he

calls His own.
Inexplicable - I can't explain it to its fullest extent. Can you?
Infinite - God's grace is ever-lasting, throughout eternity.

Irresistible - When the unregenerate sinner is called by God,

resistance is futile. God always wins!

Laudable - We can't thank God enough for the grace He has

given us.

Limitless - No sin is too dark, no depravity to deep to defeat

the grace of God.
Lovely - The beauty of God's grace appeals to our hearts.

Magnificent - It is exceptionally beautiful, extraordinarily

fine, and divinely extravagant!

Marvelous - We are surprised by it, we marvel at it, and we

admire God for it.

Miraculous - It must be of divine origin and divine

application because of the effect it produces.

Monumental - It is exceptionally great and its significance

endures forever!

Outstanding - There's nothing else like it! It is supremely

unique!

Praiseworthy - The heart touched by God's grace overflows

with an abundance of praise.

Remarkable - It is worthy of your attention, to say the least! It

is worthy of your expression, as well.
Sensational - It is phenomenal, and it turns our lives around!

Spectacular - God's grace thrills us!



Splendid - God's grace is majestic, as can only be bestowed
by the King of kings!

Superb - Saving faith in the heart of the believer is a most

excellent gift.

Staggering - It overwhelms us. When He comes to us, we

cannot help but bow!

Stunning - The striking beauty of God's grace brings us to

reverential bewilderment.

Supernatural - It's like nothing else you'll experience in this
life!

Surprising - We had no control over our natural birth, so why
wouldn't the grace of God that brings about our spiritual

birth come as a surprise as well?
Terrific - It brings to an holy fear of our Holy God.
Tremendous - The intensity of God's grace is extraordinary.

Unbelievable - That's why God must change our unbelieving,

sin-hardened, hearts to a heart of flesh, and gift to us the faith

to believe in Him as our all-sufficient God.

Unmeasurable - Who can know the depth of the riches of the
mind of God?

Vast - How far do the arms of God's grace stretch?

Wonderful - It causes us to wonder: Why would You, Lord?

Why would you choose to save anyone, and why me?

Wondrous - God's grace is nothing short of remarkable!

So to Mr. Newton I offer a hearty "Thank
you," and I concur. Yes, God's grace is indeed
amazing, and we can describe it using many
other superlative adjectives, too. These are just a
tew of my favorites. ['ve probably omitted some
that are dear to you. Think on those as well. May
the Lord bless you to meditate on the many ways
in which we can offer praise to Him in the form

of a sacrifice from our lips.
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About The 2017 Directory

Dear Pastors, Church Clerks, and
Denominational Organization Leaders,

You should have received your Banner Herald Directory forms by now. Please make sure all of the
form is filled out with the most up-to-date information. During the past several years we have
received back partially filled out forms and even blank forms. When this occurs, we cannot print any
information in the Directory. Also, several pastors and churches were not listed in the 2016 Directory
due to a lack of response in receiving any information. So, please fill out the entire form and mail
back the original colored form you receive. The forms are color coded for our benefit in sorting and
keeping track of all forms received. If there are any questions or if you did not receive a form for the
2017 Directory, please contact
Elder Pat McCoy.

Contact information is as follows:
2017 Banner Directory
C/O ELDER PAT MCCQY
P. O BOX 69
CULLODEN, GA 31016
EMAIL: PM4DMI@OUTLOOK.COM
CELL PHONE# (404) 210-9045

Available For Supply

Elder Steve Flowers Elder Tommy Elder John L. Tillman Elder Emerson Proctor
McGee After October 1, 2016
Steve's cell 912-334-1138 756 South 3rd St. Email:
Pat's cell 912-614-4324 H - 912-684-2572 Jesup, GA 31545 proc1950@frontiernet.net
Home phone 912-739-1197 C - 912-282-8075 912-427-9029 Home (912) 681-7335
Email: Email: Cell: (912) 690-2790
steveflowers519@gmail.com elderjohnl@bellsouth.net
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2016 MWusic Workshop DOID

including:
The Living Last Supper
The Sacred Concert

Guiding Star Cinema

You can also order by contacting Elder Vernon Eckleberry

Contact:
318 N. Deerfield Dr.
Brunswick, GA 31525

Cell: (912) 230-0588, (912) 289-9483
eckleberry@mac.com
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Discipling Ministries International (DMI)

Annual Delegate Meeting
October, 1, 2016 - 10:00 AM
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church

Delegates from supporting churches will meet at the Statesboro
Primitive Baptist Church on Saturday, October 1st. The meeting will
begin at 10:00 AM. Brother Sasha Malov will be giving the Key Note
Address. Lunch will be served around 11:30 AM. This is the annual

meeting of Delegates according the By-laws of the Corporation.
Board Members will be elected for the coming year. However, all are

invited to attend to hear about this ministry. Bro. Sasha will also be
giving a Powerpoint presentation after lunch.

Brother Sasha will also be traveling around to several churches to
make presentations of what is going on in the Ukraine relative to the
church. Here is a list of the places where he will be visiting:

October 2 - Garden City Primitive Baptist Church, Garden City, GA
11:00 AM Worship - Bro. Sasha will preach.
(Lunch to be served afterward)

October 2 - Emmanuel Baptist Church, Jesup, GA
6:00 PM. Located at 1618 Waycross Hwy, Jesup, GA.

October 4 - Lower Canoochee Association,
Savannah Primitive Baptist Church, Savannah, GA 10:00 AM

October 4 - Riverside Primitive Baptist Church, Jacksonville, FL
Supper at 6:00 PM, Program at 7:00 PM

October 5 - Mt. Union Primitive Baptist Church, Ambrose, Ga 6:30 PM
October 6 - Ramah Primitive Baptist Church, Barnesville, Ga 7:00 PM
October 8 - At the Atlanta Church, Atlanta, GA 12:00 PM

October 9 - Ramah Church, Barnesville, GA
11:00 AM Worship. Bro. Sasha will preach.




Lighthouse Radio Bible Study

An outreach ministry of
Primitive Baptist Churches

Visit our Website:
www.lighthousebiblestudy.org
Station Listings

Sermon Downloads

Ministry Information

Your support is greatly needed:
(prayers, financial, listening, etc.)

Donations can be sent to:
Lighthouse Radio Bible Study
P.O. Box 1317

Baxley, Georgia 31515

2016 Association Schedule

Upper Canoochee Association
Olney Church, Oak Park, GA
September 20, 2016, Tuesday, 10:00 AM

Lower Canoochee Association
Savannah Church, Savannah, GA
October 4, 2016, Tuesday, 10:00 AM

Bethel Association
Lake Chapel Church, Patterson, GA
October 11, 2016, 10:00 AM

Ochlocknee Association
Thomasville Church, Thomasville, GA

October 7-8, 2016, Friday-Saturday, 10:00 AM
Brushy Creek Union

Union Church, Willacoochee, GA
October 25-26, Tuesday-Wednesday, 10:30 AM



http://www.lighthousebiblestudy.org
http://www.lighthousebiblestudy.org

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES




Sharon Church
Culloden, GA

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in
Christ from Sharon Church, Culloden, Ga. Our
active Rose of Sharon Ladies Circle meets each
month for a meal and devotion. Sharon Church
hosted our quarterly Unity service May 29, 2016,
with Elder Julius Stewart bringing the message.
We continue to enjoy our monthly family nights
with a movie and a time of fellowship around a
meal. Our spring meeting with messages each
evening provided by Elder Jake Futch were
enjoyed by our members and from sister
churches in our community. On March 24, Sharon
Church came together for our annual
communion and foot washing service on
Thursday evening. Sunrise services were
observed on Easter Sunday. A breakfast and
fellowship was enjoyed by all attending. Our
Lord's resurrection was celebrated by a message
from our Pastor, Elder De Hagan. The church
attended the showing of "War Room" on a
Wednesday evening which encouraged a life of
prayer. Sharon Church had 4 members attend the
annual Foundation meeting held at Metter
Church on April 25, 2016. During Family Night in
June we celebrated our recent graduates and
presented them with a devotional book. Also, in
June we hosted ice cream supper for our men for
Father's Day. Our 189th HOMECOMING services
were held on July 24th with memorials for each
member lost during the preceding year being
read and presented to the family members. Our
children had a great time at Camp Hillview in
June. Four of our members attended the Music
Workshop at Camp Hillview in July. The
Southern States Bible Conference at beautiful

Epworth by the Sea was a special retreat for 6 of
our members in July. If you are ever in our area,

please come worship with us at Sharon Church.

Lake Chapel Church
Patterson, GA

Greetings from Lake Chapel Church. We
have had a busy summer at Lake Chapel. We
served as hosts, along with Comfort Chapel
Church, for the 98th Southern States Bible
Conference in July. We had a wonderful
conference this year. The 5th Sunday Unity
Meeting was held at Lake Chapel July 31. Elder
Mike DeVane from Comfort Chapel brought the
message. Refreshments and a time of fellowship
were enjoyed in the annex afterwards. Our hearts
were saddened Aug 13 when Bro Leo Deal was
called home to be with our Father in Heaven. He
was a dear and faithful member for many years.
He was also related to most of us at Lake Chapel.
Our deepest sympathy to his family. Lake Chapel
will host the Bethel Association on Tuesday Oct
11 at I0AM. We extend a warm invitation to our
sister churches to join us for a time worship and
fellowship. If you are in our area, please come by

and worship with us.

Susie Deal, Reporter
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MORNING &
EVENING
DEVOTIONAL

The following is from Charles Spurgeon’s Morning
and Evening Devotional. It is certainly appropriate
for the day in which we are living, don’t you think?



“Even thou wast as one of them.”

Obadiah 1:11

Brotherly kindness was due from
Edom to Israel in the time of need, but
instead thereof, the men of Esau made
common cause with Israel's foes. Special
stress in the sentence before us is laid upon
the word thou; as when Caesar cried to
Brutus, "and thou Brutus"; a bad action
may be all the worse, because of the person
who has committed it. When we sin, who
are the chosen favourites of heaven, we sin
with an emphasis; ours is a crying offence,
because we are so peculiarly indulged. If an
angel should lay his hand upon us when
we are doing evil, he need not use any
other rebuke than the question, "What
thou? What dost thou here?" Much
forgiven, much delivered, much instructed,
much enriched, much blessed, shall we

dare to put forth our hand unto evil? God
forbid!

A few minutes of confession may be
beneficial to thee, gentle reader, this
morning. Hast thou never been as the
wicked? At an evening party certain men
laughed at uncleanness, and the joke was
not altogether offensive to thine ear, even

thou wast as one of them. When hard

things were spoken concerning the ways of
God, thou wast bashfully silent; and so, to
on-lookers, thou wast as one of them. When
worldlings were bartering in the market,
and driving hard bargains, wast thou not as
one of them? When they were pursuing
vanity with a hunter's foot, wert thou not
as greedy for gain as they were? Could any
difference be discerned between thee and
them? Is there any difference? Here we
come to close quarters. Be honest with thine
own soul, and make sure that thou art a
new creature in Christ Jesus; but when this
is sure, walk jealously, lest any should
again be able to say, "Even thou wast as one
of them." Thou wouldst not desire to share
their eternal doom, why then be like them
here? Come not thou into their secret, lest
thou come into their ruin. Side with the
afflicted people of God, and not with the

world.

- Charles Spurgeon
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Obituaries

DAVIDSON, Richie -
August 5, 1976 to May 28, 2016
Sharon Primitive Baptist Church, Culloden, Georgia.

DEAL, Leo -
September 29,1928 to August 13, 2016
Lake Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Patterson, Georgia.

HALL, Lola Lee -
June 9, 1941 to August 5, 2016.
Concord Primitive Baptist Church, Palmyra, Illinois

HAYGOOD, Viola H. -
August 24, 1930 to May 5, 2016
Sharon Primitive Baptist Church, Culloden, Georgia.

LAND, Sharon -
September 24, 1956 to June 10, 2016
Sharon Primitive Baptist Church, Culloden, Georgia.

Welch, Treasure ("'Trey") -
January 19,1922 to August 12, 2016.
Widow of the Late Elder Berley Welch.

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labours; and their works do follow them.

Revelation 14:13




In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man'’s faculties;
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and
the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is
by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of
Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and
service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed,
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and
body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to
punishment in hell forever.



