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Voices From The Past
          The Voices from the Past page in the Banner Herald is the
publishing of articles taken from different periodicals housed at
the Primitive Baptist Library and Archives. The Primitive
Baptist Library and Archives is located in Statesboro, Georgia
across from the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church. The
Address of the Archives is 8 South Zetterower Ave., Statesboro,
Georgia, 30458. Here is abstract from the Primitive Baptist
Foundation from their web page:  
 
          The Primitive Baptist Library and Archives has an
independent Board of Trustees and is affiliated with the
Foundation. It is funded jointly by direct donations and by the
Foundation, which maintains a restricted fund to support its
operations as needed. It is permanently located on property of
the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church. A Large and
increasing volume of valuable historical and current material
related to our churches, church leaders, and denomination is
cataloged and preserved there. Retiring ministers and others
often donate their personal libraries. Churches are strongly
encouraged to provide historical documents, including minutes.
Elder Emerson Proctor is Curator. Elwyn Deal is Chairman of
the Trustees 
 
          If  you would like more information about the Library
and Archives, or would like to visit the Library, please contact
Elder Emerson Proctor at (912) 489-5762. 



The Family Today

Elder Emerson Proctor
Contributing Editor

(Editor’s Note: The following article appeared in the
November 1973 issue of the Banner Herald. That was

52 years ago. Only slight revisions are made.) 



          The pressures of today’s society have put a large strain on the old form of
family and home solidarity. The requirements made on parents for providing for
the family today often lead to a loose family relationship. Working mothers and
moonlighting fathers do not have much time to spend with the children in family
activities. 
 
          All of the activities that teenagers engage in today produce the same result.
This has reduced the place of importance the home and family once had. It has
also eroded the authority and influence of the home. There is, therefore, a great
need to examine the place of the family in modern society. A greater effort is
going to have to be made in order to have a tight-knit family unit, which a
generation ago, came as a matter of course. 
 
          It must be recognized, first of all, that the family is God’s basic institution
for the ordering of society. This is a presupposition of the entire Bible. This is a
principle that has not changed. God laid the foundation of the home when He
made woman and gave her to Adam at the beginning (Gensis 2:24 Therefore shall
a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife and they shall be
one flesh.) The most basic responsibilities of training which lead to a stable society
are committed to the home (Deuteronomy 6:7 And thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.)
Without a strong sense of family responsibility, it seems that the social order will
become chaotic, and will eventually crumble.

          The most basic of human duties and obligations are to be taught in the
home. The first years of life are critical in the development of one’s personality.
Such is the nature of things that parents are the only individuals with the capacity
to teach children in their first years. If they do not do it, then it is not done. A
child must feel the security of home and the warmth of parent’s love, or he must
develop a basic insecurity which he is likely to carry all of his days. It seems that
nay system of communal training, as an alternative to family relationships, must
fail. There is simply no substitute for wholesome home and family relationships. 



          There are certain aspects of this grand principle that are being eroded by the
stresses of today’s society. This is due to a number of factors. Many parents spend
so much time making a living that there is none left for family activities. Young
people are engaged in so many activities in school or otherwise that their time is
well taken. The fact that so little time is spent together necessarily erodes the
authority of the family. Besides this, it seems fashionable today for young people
to question all authority. To obey and respect one’s parents seems old fashioned
and outdated to many young people. Any authority at all seems repressive and
burdensome to a large segment of today’s youth. A third factor is that many
parents have simply abdicated their responsibility. Any of them make no effort to
instill moral standards or godly precepts into their children. Thus, it is easy merely
to allow things to drift in family relationships. 
 
          What is needed is a renewed vision of the absolutely essential role of home
and family in the maintenance of nan orderly society, not to speak of the
maintenance of godliness and high moral standards. The home is the prime place
where effective discipline practiced will pay the biggest dividend in self-discipline
and self-control in young people. And these are essential if one is to reach any
worthwhile and lofty objective in life.   
 
          This will require a conscious effort on the part of both parents and young
people. Some other activities may have to be sacrificed, but time spent in family
activities will be amply rewarded. It is suggested that periods of family discussion
and family worship are activities worthy of serious consideration. The principles
of godliness may be thus imparted. This will go far also in keeping open channels
of communication between young people and their parents. Remember that the
Bible lays down two grand principles with regard to parents and children. First,
“train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from
it” (Proverbs 22:6). This is to parents. Second, “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise” (Ephesians 6:1, 2). This is to young people.



Christian Ethics
Lesson 2: What Shall I Do?

1 Thessalonians 5:15

Elder Patrick R. McCoy
Contributing Editor



The Necessity of a Standard 
Opening Discussion: What determines your actions in life? What is your standard
for conduct? 
 
          Ethics are the reflection of the morals adopted by a certain group. Since
ethics is the study of what makes an action moral or immoral, it is essential for
every ethical system to have a non-question-begging standard by which all laws
can descend, and by which all acts can be evaluated and/or corrected.     
 
          The need for such a transcendent absolute, or law above the law, can be
illustrated by what happened at the Nuremberg Trials of World War II criminals.
Those accused appealed to the fact that they were only obeying the laws of their
own culture, and that they were not legally responsible to any other. Faced with
this argument, Robert H. Jackson, Chief Counsel for the United States, appealed
to permanent values and moral standards that transcended life-styles, particular
societies, and individual nations. While he was not necessarily appealing to
biblical norms in this trial, the situation illustrates the need for a transcendent
basis for moral values. For example, God’s commandment against murder was
not just for the Jew. It transcends culture, and it transcends generations. Murder
is as wrong today as it was in the Old Testament. 
 
          Christian ethics escape this problem of cultural relativity because it is based
upon the nature of God. Good is what God wills in accordance with His nature
(see Mark 10:18). God provides the moral patterns which apply to all human
behavior. 

          Romans 12:1-2 Be not conformed but transformed… Paul says three
important things about the will of God. “Do not conform any longer with the
pattern of this world,”—which is the way we have been living, Paul says, until we
become united to Christ—“but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, then
you will be able to test and approve,”—that is, to identify and put into practice
—“God’s will.” And God’s will is described with three words. First, it is “the
good.” That is the distinctive thing about biblical Christian ethics. The only 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A18&version=KJV


authentic understanding of ethics is that we identify the “good” with the will of
God. Everything, every aspect of the good, has to be identified with the will of
God—what He sets forth as receiving His approval. The prophet Amos long ago
called for adherence to what in philosophy is referred to as the first principle of
practical reason. “Seek good, not evil.” “Hate evil, love good.” That is Amos 5:14-
15. And “good” is the most comprehensive term for what human beings ought to
be and to do. So we identify the will of God with good. That is what Micah 6:8
says. That is the good; that is the goal that we seek in everything that we do. The
will of God is further described as the acceptable, or, what is probably a better
translation, the pleasing will of God. That is, what is pleasing to God.. It is God’s
approval that counts in ethics, not man’s approval or our approval. It is God’s
approval, and it is the personal relationship that is brought out in the description
of the will of God as the “pleasing.” It makes the lawgiver, rather than the law,
supreme. We are not following rules for the sake of rules; rather, we are following
rules for the sake of being well-pleasing to God. 
 
          There is an additional motivating factor there, and it is finally described as
the “perfect:. That is, if we follow the will of God, we will find that fulfillment and
satisfaction which is lacking in every other system of ethics because they fall short
of the glory of God. It is the will of God that is our most basic definition of the
good. The good is what is pleasing to God and perfecting of human nature, so
that true fulfillment of human nature consists in being conformed to the will of
God, which is essentially God’s own moral perfection being transcribed for our
imitation. See Matthew 5:48 for further thought.   Sometimes we shy away from
that. The word perfect  means “mature” or being mature, so you could take
account of the growing process. Well, I think we must take account of the growing
process. I think God does deal with us as His children, and He knows that we
grow from stage to stage. 

          We are growing toward the image of Christ, but it does not make much
sense to say, “Be ye therefore perfect (mature) as your Father in heaven is
mature.” It is talking about a standard that is here, and we really do not want a
mediocre standard. We are not drawn so much by “Be ye slightly improved.” The
goal is perfection. There is something about perfection that draws us out and

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micha%206%3A8&version=KJV
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onward and something that is admirable about it, even if we do not attain it. It is
something that is there for us to recognize and adhere to. God’s standard, His
perfect rule, will alone fulfill human nature, and then only glory. Nevertheless, it
is the standard toward which we aim.

          The Christian God is transcendent and therefore, the measure of all things,
meaning that nothing (no standard) is beyond Him by which anything, moral or
otherwise, can be defined. God’s will, hence, expresses His nature or essence. (See
Mark 10:18). 
 
          In essence, the Christian says that a universal good cannot come from man,
a finite being.

          We thus conclude that ethics desperately needs these standards, and the only
one qualified to provide them is a transcendent God who really exists.   

What do I do?

          I know the standard has been set by God and that is to do his perfect will.
How does this affect my life and relationship with those around me. This is the
point of discussion for our lesson today. Ethics, as we mentioned in an earlier
lesson deals with our relationship with God, others, and ourselves. Today’s study
will have us looking at our relationship with others.   
 
          Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, tells them the attitude God wants us to
have in dealing with all people whether they are in or out of the Church, believers
or non-believers. He first says that we are to not “render evil for evil.” The
meaning here is, that we are not to take vengeance; compare Rom. 12:17, Rom.
12:19. This law is positive, and is universally binding. The moment we feel
ourselves acting from a desire to “return evil for evil,” that moment we are acting
wrong. It may be right to defend our lives and the lives of our friends; to seek the
protection of the law for our persons, reputation, or property, against those who
would wrong us; to repel the assaults of slanderers, but in no case should the
motive be to do them wrong for the evil which they have done us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A18&version=KJV
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          But ever follow that which is good  –  Which is benevolent, kind, just,
generous. See also Rom. 12:20-21. Do not withhold from any man the offices of
mercy and kindness; you have been God’s enemy, and yet God fed, clothed, and
preserved you alive: do to your enemy as God has done to you. If your enemy be
hungry, feed him; if he be thirsty, give him drink: so has God dealt with you. And
has not a sense of his goodness and long-suffering towards you been a means of
melting down your heart into penitential compunction, gratitude, and love
towards him? A similar conduct towards your enemy may have the same gracious
influence on him towards you? Your kindness may be the means of producing in
him a sense of his guilt; and, from being your enemy, he may become your real
friend! This I believe to be the sense of this passage, which many have encumbered
with difficulties of their own creating. The whole is a quotation from Proverbs
25:21-22.

Jesus is our Example

          A few years ago a statement became very popular and bracelets were being
worn by youth and adults with the letters “W W J D?” That stands for what would
Jesus do. This is a very important question for us to answer when we deal with our
ethics and decisions. As we make important, sometimes life changing decisions, we
need to ask, “what would Jesus do?”.   
 
          We know Jesus went about “doing good.” What standard did He base His
decisions upon? I think John 5:30 gives us the answer. Because of His intimate
relationship with the Father He could do nothing on His own. He did only what
was right in the eyes of the Father.

What reason does Jesus give for doing nothing on His own?  
Discuss this verse and make an application to yourselves. 

Application

          As members of the body of Christ we also are in an intimate relationship
with Him. Our desire should be to follow Him as His disciples and therefore to

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2012%3A21&version=KJV
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honor Him in every way. He set as His goal in life to always honor and give glory
to the Father. In John 17:4-8 Jesus prays to the Father and makes several
important statements. First, He had glorified the Father while He was on this
earth. He had shown the Father unto men He came into contact with. How did
He do that? By His life and the decisions He made everyday. Remember,
everything He did was according to the will of God. He also spoke unto men and
gave them the word of the Father. You and I have that same word which is our
guide for life. So as we make decisions for our life and we ask, “What shall I do?”
We, like our Master, must seek God’s will and search His word for answers. God
Help us to do just that that we also may glorify the Father. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017%3A4-8&version=KJV
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Contributing Editor
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Contributor
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A Difficult Week

          The week of September 8 (2025) was a difficult one for our country. Perhaps
you felt the way I did in having this profound sadness because of the
overwhelming sense of the presence of great evil when Charlie Kirk was
assassinated on a college campus in Utah. Then on the next day, there was the
remembrance of the terrorist attack in 2001 that claimed the lives of nearly 3,000
people. Both events of this week came on the heels of that horrible attack of a
young Ukrainian refugee in Charlotte, North Carolina who was murdered by a
fourteen-time convicted felon. It was also a difficult week because of the reminder
of how seemingly powerful the spiritual darkness in this world is.

          What has made this darkness appear more ominous was in the recording of
both the murder of Charlie Kirk and of Iryna Zarutska in Charlotte and its
viewing on the various social media platforms. It is hard to forget that picture of
Iryna looking up at her attacker, and thinking she would soon die. It was equally
hard to know that Charlie Kirk’s murder was witnessed by thousands of people,
including his family, as it was reported that he was on a video chat on his phone
when he was shot.

          The final thought of what made this week difficult was the role that social
media played in all of this. It was not just in the continual presence of the video of
both murders on these platforms, but it was also the presence of videos and posts
of people celebrating the death of Charlie Kirk and congratulating the killer. A
number of these videos and comments have been made by teachers, nurses and
even doctors. There have been religious leaders making disparaging remarks
about the now deceased Charlie Kirk. Social media is, in and of itself, a neutral
phenomenon. It is morally nonaligned. You can find wholesome and edifying
spiritual content online. But you can also find destructive and even demonic
content. There are reports filtering out that killer was possibly influenced by his
participation in certain online websites. It also appears that he was influenced in a
negative way through a radicalism present in college classrooms.

          The question arises, what is to be our response, as followers of Jesus, to



these horrific events? Our natural response is, of course, to have great sorrow. But
in the emotionally raw responses, there can be feelings of anger and desire for
retribution to be conducted against the segment of society who have expressed
their joy and happiness that Charlie Kirk was murdered. There can be the
response of bitterness such that we lose our perspective from a Christian
worldview. We can become so disillusioned that we forget the hope we have in
Christ Jesus given to us through his fulfilling the work of redemption he came into
this world to accomplish. We can become “faithless” in our perspective on life.

          The additional problem with this non-Christian worldview response is that
you can open yourself up to the “wiles” of Satan to then attack you. Paul writing
to the believers in Ephesus said, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:11,
12). Satan, as our adversary, is also the great deceiver. What Paul is stating is that
Satan will employ any, and all, means available to stir up strife for the purpose of
getting us to leave the strait and narrow path that leads life and turn us on to the
path that leads to destruction” (See Matthew 7:13, 14.)

          Here are some are some thoughts from the Christian worldview perspective
that we should be reminded of as we continue to deal with the tragedies that we
experience and this great spiritual warfare that we are in:

1.    Nothing happens in this world that God does not either expressly decree to
       happen or that he permits to happen. Another way of stating this is that God
       ordains all events in history for His glory and for the ultimate good of His
       people. Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good 
       to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
       purpose.” Ephesians 1:11, “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 
       being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things 
       according to the counsel of His will…”
       
2.    While there is this natural response to want to take vengeance upon the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207%3A13-14&version=KJV


      enemy, we must be reminded that vengeance belongs to God. “Beloved, do not 
      avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
      "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord” (Rom. 12:19).
      
3.   We must remember the second part of that passage from Romans 12 in 
      refraining from having evil thoughts about them. We also should be praying 
      for our enemies. “Therefore "IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED 
      HIM; IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING 
      YOU WILL HEAP COALS OF FIRE ON HIS HEAD" (Romans 12:20). We
      must remember what Jesus said, “But I say to you who hear: Love your 
      enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray
      for those who spitefully use you” (Luke 6:27, 28). I would confess this is 
      difficult to do. We can only do this with God’s grace and through the 
      sanctifying ministry of the Holy Spirit.
      
4.   There is a place for anger. But this anger must not lead to sin. (See Ephesians 
       4:26.) The anger we have should move us to more zealous service to Christ.
       And that service, in part, should have us to be more vocal in our defense of  
       the gospel. Charlie Kirk exhibited this mindset in the debates he had on 
       college campuses. His political beliefs were based on the word of God. We 
       should be ready, always, to give a defense of the gospel. “But sanctify the 
       Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
       who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 
       having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who 
       revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed” (1 Peter 3:15, 16).
       
5.    We must constantly remind ourselves to keep eternity in mind when we have 
        the difficult weeks such as recently occurred. “Therefore we also, since we are 
        surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
        the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
        that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
        who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
        shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 
        12:1, 2). Thinking of the glory that awaits us will help us to endure all the
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        trials this life in a fallen world brings. The apostle was of this mind when he 
        said after running his race, “Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
        righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 
        Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 
        Timothy 4:8).

          We can learn much from the example of those like Charlie Kirk. When
asked by someone what it was that upon his death, he would want people to
remember about him, he said this: “"I wanna be remembered for courage for my
faith. That would be the most important thing. The most important thing is my
faith in my life." May this be so with you!

          The difficult weeks will come again. When they do, let us remember that
God is sovereign over all the events of history and that he will, for his glory, work
all things for our good (Romans 8:28).

A Call For Unity?

(The following is taken with permission from a recent Facebook post from Jordan Walker. Jordan
Walker is a member and deacon at the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church and the grandson of
Elder Emerson Proctor. He is also the husband to Kelcie and father to Emerson, Brooks, Emory
and Reece.)

          Something rings a bit cowardly and hollow in the calls for cool and calm
“unity” when a conservative President was shot in the head and one of the most
powerful Christian conservative voices was silenced with a bullet to his neck in
barely more than a year. Unify with who, exactly? Unify around what, pray tell?
Turn down the temperature?

          “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What
accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an
unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the
temple of the living God; as God said, ‘I will make my dwelling among them and

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A28&version=KJV


walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore
go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no
unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall
be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.’”
— 2 Corinthians 6:14–18 (ESV)

          Unity that demands silence in the face of evil is not unity—it is surrender.
As Christians, we are called to stand apart, not bow down. We are called to be
light against the darkness and salt against the decay. Light drives out darkness.
Salt preserves what is good, true, and beautiful. It resists the spread of rot and
corruption.

          It is good and right to demand that the proper authorities pursue justice and
bear the sword against evildoers—all of the evildoers. The Christian can and must
respond with strength and resolve when moved by righteous anger, but always
with the proper end in mind. The goal of fighting must be justice, peace, and
freedom - never revenge, hate, or profit.

          “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Romans
12:18). But it is not possible to live peaceably and “unify” with those who want
you dead. Quite the opposite. And if you do not realize by now that these people
want you dead, then poor Christian you are deaf, blind, and oblivious.

          “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing
that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.” – 1 Peter 5:8-11 (ESV)



Don’t Break
Your Back!

The following devotional is written by Angelique Harville. She is

a wife to Matt and a mother to Malone and Valana. Angelique is

member of the Lanes Primitive Baptist Church in Stilson, Ga.

She also has a podcast titled, “Anchor and Affirmed.” 

Please check it out. The link to her Youtube page is,

www.youtube.com/@AnchorandAffirm. 

http://www.youtube.com/@AnchorandAffirm


          We face so many obstacles and trials that seem like mountains all the time. What’s
so silly is how often we try to move those mountains on our own. We cannot move them
on our own! Thank goodness He’s not asking us to. 
 
          James 1:2-4
          My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the 
          testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that 
          you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  
 
          When you try to push your way through, go around, or even ignore them all
together, you are distracting yourself from God and His solutions. He wants you to see
and learn and even enjoy watching Him work. It is after all, an honor to be a part of His
process. Your obstacles are in no way there for you to break your back in misery trying
to figure it out or move it on your own. He knows the mountain is there. He knows why
it’s there. He knows when and how it should be moved. Who are you to try and move it
or to even say you want it moved? You’re just stressing yourself out over something you
have no control over. Why? 
 
          1 Peter 5:6-7
          Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
          you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

          Instead of focusing on the mountain, focus on the One in control of it. Instead of
giving the mountain all your time and effort, give it to the One who is asking you for it.
We have a reason for where we are and that mountain has a reason for being in your life
right now. Trust Him.  
 
          1 Peter 1:6-7
          …though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 
          that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that 
          perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the 
          revelation of Jesus Christ…  
 
          He’s preparing you now for the other side of the mountain. When that mountain
moves, it will feel like a miracle, because you did not move it. Praise the Lord! You
trusted God and relied on Him through it all, and He moved it at just the right time. Be
witness to a mountain-moving-miracle! 



Joel Study
Part 8

Elder Sam Bennett
Pastor

Ramah Primitive Baptist Church

Barnesville, GA



Joel 2:21-27
(21) Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do great things. (22) Be not afraid,
ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her
fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. (23) Be glad then, ye children of Zion,
and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he
will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first
month. (24) And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with wine and
oil. (25) And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and
the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. (26) And ye
shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, that hath
dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed. (27) And ye shall know
that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and none else: and my
people shall never be ashamed.

        Please read Joel 2:21-27. We will review what we have learned up to this point.
God's people are people. God's people are special people, not because of anything they
have done, but because God has chosen to bless them. God is in covenant with His
people that He has chosen to bless. His covenant arrangement with His people
commands the obedience of the people. God blesses His people for their obedience. God
is glorified in blessing His people. The obedience of the people reflects the character of
God: Goodness, peace, love, and grace. When God's people are receiving blessings of
obedience, there is prosperity, happiness, and peace.  

          However, God's special people are still people. Even God's special people are born
with the sin-nature of Adam. People with a natural tendency toward sinning often act on
that natural tendency and commit sin. And, while God was pleased to bless His chosen
people with blessings for their obedience, we must acknowledge that the stipulations of
God's covenant also included curses for disobedience. This is consistent with God's
character. He is just. That is to say that He commands obedience, and just as obedience
is blessed, disobedience will be punished. As a parent to children, God loves and cares
for and blesses and disciplines His people. In the wisdom of the Proverbs we read that if
a disobedient child is not spanked, then the parent is spoiling the child. The chastening
hand of God upon His people is for their good, as the chastening hand of parent is for
the good of the child.



          A man by the name of W.B. Stevens wrote the curious hymn Farther Along. In the
first verse, he laments, “Tempted and tried we're oft made to wonder Why it should be thus
all the day long, While there are others living about us, Never molested, though in the
wrong.” The second verse ends with “Then do we wonder why others prosper, Living so
wicked year after year.” Unable, or unwilling to answer these ponderings directly, he
then wrote, “Farther along we'll know all about it. Farther along, we'll understand why.” It
is a hymn that many people love, and it is an answer that gives many people hope and
encouragement to keep on keeping on. I never met W.B. Stevens, and I am not picking
on his theology. However, it seems to me that Joel teaches us clearly the answers to Mr.
Stevens' ponderings about the prosperity of the wicked, and the temptations, trials, and
losses of the faithful children of God.

          We should not wonder about the prosperity of the wicked. God’s Word gives us a
clear picture about it. We should understand if people around us seem to be getting
away with every evil, it is because they are not under the chastening hand of Almighty
God. Now, please understand, I am not suggesting that the evil deeds of wicked people
will go unpunished. Joel did not address every person in the world. Joel's message from
God was a message to the people of God. The message that Joel brought was a message
that explained what was happening to God's people. Having assessed the situation and
explained that it was God who had sent the locusts, Joel then called the people to
repentance.  

          The land, the animals, and the people of Israel had been devastated by wave after
wave of locusts. It was one of God's promised covenant curses for Israel's disobedience.
The destruction brought by this invading army of locusts was nearly complete. No
edible green thing remained in their wake. The grass of the field was gone, as though the
pastures had been burned. The leaves of every tree and every vine had been devoured.
Even the bark of the trees had been stripped, leaving the branches white. The grain was
gone, as were the grapes and the olives, all of the fruit of the trees, and all the produce of
the fields. The animals were bewildered at the loss of greenery. The people were in
despair as the food supply had vanished. The farmers were ashamed because there was
nothing to harvest. The drunkards and the drinkers of wine were forced into sobriety
because the wine was gone. The priests were mourning, because they could not fulfill
their ordained duties. They would not be able to offer the prescribed drink offerings and
the grain offerings in the House of the Lord. It was an eye-opening, sobering event in the
land of Israel.



          The chosen people of God were under the chastening hand of God. It was their
disobedience that brought God's chastening upon them. Just as God had been faithful to
His covenant promises of blessing, He was also faithful to His covenant promises of
cursing. The chosen people of God are His representatives in the earth. Just as children
are representatives of their parents, so are God's people representative of Him. 

          Just as parents have rules and expectations of their children to follow those rules,
so also does God have rules and expectations for His people to follow those rules. God
is jealous for His own glory. He will not share His glory with another. His people had
not obeyed God from the heart. They had begun to stray, and to go after idols. God
used locusts to bring His people back to Himself. The priests were to consecrate a
nation-wide fast. The people were to mourn in sackcloth. All were to gather together
into the Temple in Jerusalem and cry aloud in prayer to Jehovah. They were to repent
with broken and contrite hearts, praying to God in sorrow, lamenting their sin, and
praying for forgiveness. The priests were to intercede on behalf of the people, praying
for God to spare them for His own glory.  

          Verse 18 of chapter two of the book of Joel is the turning point in this book. Based
on the verb tenses, it appears that Israel did indeed repent. We do not know how much
time passed from the beginning of this book, that is to say from chapter one verse one to
chapter two verse 17. Nor do we know if there was any passage of time between verses
17 and 18 of chapter two. Some translations indicate that there was acceptable
repentance of the people, and God lifted His chastening hand from them, recognized the
condition of their hearts, and returned to blessing them. Yes, God blessed them for their
good, but we should also understand that His blessing of Israel was for His glory. After
all, Israel were God's people.

          As we read Joel 2:21-27, we should note that there are two speakers in this
passage. Joel is speaking to Israel in verses 21 – 24. He refers to God in the 3rd person,
and he address Israel in the 2nd person. That is to say Joel calls God “He” and Joel
address Israel as “you.” In the event we forget to mention it again, please note that God
is speaking in verses 25-27, as if this were coming directly from God and not being
spoken by Joel. Clearly, Joel does not have the power, authority, or ability to do those
things that God says He alone will do.

          In verses 21 and 22, Joel is calling Israel to celebration and rejoicing. He even
speaks to the animals, and calls every living thing to take notice of what God is doing. 



What is Jehovah doing? He has done marvelous things! What are marvelous things?
Quite simply, marvelous things are things that cause the observer to marvel. Marvelous
things invoke feelings of awe. Marvelous things are things that we cannot do. Marvelous
things may even be miraculous things. Look at the marvelous things God is doing: open
pastures are springing up (that means there is grass growing where the locusts had left
nothing but dusty dry ground), the tree bears its fruit (where previously the trees were
stripped and stood only as brittle dry wood), the fig tree and the vine yield their strength
(again, what had been destroyed was now vibrant and growing and showing the promise
of good things to come).

          Here is evidence that the mission of the locusts was accomplished. The land was
devastated, and the people of God who were once proud and arrogant, the people who
had turned from God, had been chastised. This chastening by God’s hand in the form of
locusts had brought about despair, helplessness, and hopelessness among the people.
And they had finally repented. They had turned from their idolatrous ways, and turned
back to God.  

          The restoration of the land was a marvelous thing that Jehovah did as a sign of
acceptance of Israel’s repentance. They could now hope in what the Lord would
provide. More than that, they could rejoice in the goodness of God. They were to show
this by seeing and acknowledging what God had done. Joel commands them to be glad
and rejoice in Jehovah your God. 

          In the latter portion of verse 23 and all of 24, we see a promise of salvation and
restoration. The annual cycle of rain will be restored to its regularity. The former rain,
or autumn rains, which fell from late October through December, was a sign of covenant
harmony. And latter rain, or spring time rain, will come in the first month. Because of
God’s blessing of rain, the land will produce an abundant harvest. The threshing floors
shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. This is a
miraculous reversal of Joel 1:10 – The field is wasted, The land mourns; For the grain is
ruined, The new wine is dried up, The oil fails.

          Almighty God has intervened on the behalf of the people to whom He has pledged
Himself. It is His covenant, they are His people, and He is faithful to His promises. Joel
has spoken these things to Israel. It is his commentary about what God is doing and will
do for Israel. It is a summary of the blessings to come. In verses 25 through 27, Jehovah
Himself is speaking to Israel. Again, we must understand that these words are coming



through Joel. Israel is not hearing the thundering voice of God. We see the promises of
restoration and salvation repeated verse 25 and 26. We also now see definitively that the
locusts were not some “random act of nature,” as if there were any such thing. God
Himself tells Israel how the locusts came from Him, and how even though the locusts
accomplished what He had sent them to do, the devastation brought about by wave
after destructive wave of locusts, pales in comparison to the abundance blessing that He
would restore to His people. In verse 25, God promises Israel, “I will restore to you the
years that the swarming locust has eaten, the crawling locust, the consuming locust, and
the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you.” God sent the locusts. They
did what God had sent them to do. They did what locusts do. They devoured every
green thing all over the land. God used the locusts to bring Israel to repentance. Then,
God destroyed the locusts. We should also remember that this invasion by locusts was a
prelude to a great army that would later come and conquer Israel. God used Assyria and
Babylon to devastate His own wayward people Israel, and take them into captivity,
exiled in the far away pagan land of Babylon. Just as God was faithful to His promises
and restored the land after the devastation of the locusts, so also did He return a faithful
remnant of His people to the promise land after the Babylonian exile. Assyria and later
Babylon brought great conquering armies. They were used by God to chasten Israel.
These pagan nations did what pagans do. Just because God allowed them to conquer
Israel, He did not hold these empires blameless. They were still responsible for their
actions. Assyria fell to Babylon, and Babylon fell to the Persians. The Persian empire
brought about the destruction of Babylon. It was God’s judgment on Babylon for doing
what they did.

          Verse 26 says speaks of the grace of salvation. God tells Israel, “You shall eat in
plenty, and be satisfied, And praise the Name of Jehovah your God, who has dealt
wondrously with you;” Notice the promise of abundance: you will have plenty to eat,
and you will be satisfied, and notice where we are in this narrative. This is near the end
of chapter two. It was only just at the beginning of chapter one that the people were in a
bad way. They had nothing to eat, the farmers were ashamed because there would be no
harvest, and even the cows were wondering what they would eat. Even though God had
brought in this shocking calamity of locusts, He is now promising plenty where once
there was none. This is a marvelous thing!

          The people will praise Jehovah because He has reversed their losses, restoring to
them more than they need, demonstrating His love for them by dealing with them
wondrously. God Himself makes this personal in the last phrase of verse 26 as He says,  



“My people shall never be put to shame.” What is meant here? This could also be
translated, “My people shall not be disgraced.” Disgraced means to be without grace or
without favor. To be put to shame is to be disgraced or disfavored. If God is saying that
His people shall never be put to shame, can we not see the promise of God’s covenantal
faithfulness and love? What great assurance this is for all who believe! If God’s people
shall never be put to shame, can we not rephrase that to say that God’s people shall
never be without God’s grace? Praise God for His faithfulness! Praise God that He is
unchanging and unchangeable! God’s people shall never be without God’s grace because
of Who He Is and What He Has Done! It is not dependent on us. God does not favor us
because we repent and turn back to Him. God does indeed favor us when we repent and
turn back to Him, but He does so because He is God!

          When Israel comes to know and enjoy these promised blessings as made manifest
in the restoration of their agriculture, they will know that God is present with them.
Only God could reverse the damage done by His locusts. Only God could restore the
years. Only God could truly promise such an abundance of blessings. It will cause His
people to praise Him. It will be great assurance to them. They will know that God is
with them. They will know Jehovah as the unique, singular, sovereign, supreme God,
and they will know that He is their God. He concludes with a repeat of His previous
promise that His people shall never be put to shame. God wastes no words. This
repetition elevates the surety of this promise. We can believe it, because it was God Who
said it. He is possessive of His people, and His salvation of His people is to His glory.
They were wayward and disobedient. He chastened them. They repented and returned to
Him. He saved them and restored them, and blessed them with an abundance of
blessings, to praise of His glorious grace!

          The ultimate fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy is to be found in Jesus Christ. God’s
people may suffer chastening in this life as God uses evil men to bring us to feelings of
helplessness and hopelessness. But He does this to get His people to repent and return to
Him. The promise to Israel in Joel’s day is applicable to Christians today. Those Christ
purchased by His blood shall not be put to shame. That is to say that true Christians
have received the grace of salvation. In the letter to the Church at Ephesus, the Apostle
Paul teaches us that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus. That is an indication of where we are positionally. Our place in
heaven is secure. Conditionally, we are still in the flesh, and we still sin. One day, we will
realize the promised blessing of eternal life, but for now we can accept it as true because



God has gifted us with the faith to accept it. And we can rejoice knowing that Christ’s
own possession will never be put to shame.

          We will never be without His grace, not because of anything we have done, but
because of Who He Is. God delights in blessing His people. God is glorified in blessing
His people. He is able to bless us beyond measure, beyond what we are able to ask or
think. He has blessed His people with the forgiveness of sin. He has done so through the
sacrifice of His only begotten Son, on the cross at Calvary. Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ
of God, bore the wrath of God for the sins of His people. To those who believe in Him,
He is the redeeming Savior. Those who believe in Him have received the blessing of the
grace of God. Those who believe in Jesus Christ are His people, called by His name,
Christians. He expects obedience from His people. When His people disobey, He brings
chastening upon them, to bring them back to Himself. All the wicked world around us
may seem to be getting away with every evil ever devised in the heart of man, but the
wicked world around us is not under the love, mercy, and grace of our Almighty God.
Those who do not know God nor acknowledge Him as God make a practice of sin.
However, God has made Himself known to His creation, and He has expectations of all. 

          In the sermon on Mars' Hill in Acts 17:30-31, the Apostle Paul preached, "Truly,
these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,
because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the
Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the
dead."

          When we consider what that means, “all men everywhere” we are confronted with
the reality that Jesus Christ alone is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and there is no
other way to eternal life, and no other way to the Father in heaven. The phrase “all men
everywhere” is all inclusive. No one is excused. Everyone, regardless of color, creed,
national origin, political party, or theological belief, wherever they are, they are
commanded to repent. Some people will not believe that.

          Not believing is not an option. Not believing does not mean what is true for you
may or may not be true for me. Not believing is a rejection of the Word of God and a
rejection of the God of the Word. It does not change the truth that God has commanded
all men everywhere to repent.   

          God is glorified in the obedience of His people. He is glorified in the blessings He



gives to His people. He is glorified in chastening His people. God is glorified in the
repentance of His people. In Luke 15:10, Jesus said, "there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents." We must obey God, understanding that He
chastens those whom He loves. He blesses His people. He has blessed His people with
eternal life through the sacrifice of Jesus. Christians have forgiveness of sin because of
the perfect obedience of Jesus. There is a judgment day coming, and on that day those
who are born-again by the Spirit of God, believers in the Son of God, will rejoice forever
in the salvation of the Lord.

          Those who do not know Jesus as Savior and Lord will meet Him as Judge. Those
who do not Jesus as Savior and Lord will spend forever paying the price for their own
sin. We ought not wonder why "there are others living about us, Never molested, though
in the wrong, nor should we wonder why others prosper, Living so wicked year after
year." We don't have to wait until we're Farther Along to understand to know all about
it or understand why. God has given us clear answers in His Word.

          Our Heavenly Father commands our obedience. He has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. He expects us to obey Him. When we
disobey Him, we can expect His chastening hand upon us, to bring us to repentance.
When we repent of our sins with broken and contrite hearts, we can expect that He will
accept our repentance on the merits of Jesus. Turn from your sin, and turn to the
sufficient grace of God. Rejoice in His blessing, and praise Him for Who He Is and for
What He Has done to save His people.
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Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 
Start planning now! Get this important event on your calendar now, and tell others! 
  
A "Save the Date" announcement about the 2026 Southern States Bible Conference can
be found on the following page. Our next outstanding Spirit filled annual conference
will be held again at Epworth By the Sea on July 6-9, 2026.  
  
The SSBC is a marvelous gathering of believers who want to learn more about God's
Word and Will for His people. The theme will be "How To Be A Christian" -- not how
to become a Christian, but what to do after the Spirit's quickening power. 
  
Churches: Please put a copy of the announcement in your church bulletins, place copies
on your bulletin board, and other places where you publicize future events.  
Members and Friends: Please share the information with others and invite them to –
 come with you – to the Conference.

Conference attendees always enjoy wonderful fellowship, hear the Word preached, sing
songs of praise, and generally love and uphold one another. An extra bonus is that we
gather on beautiful St. Simons Island at the equally beautiful Epworth By The Sea
Conference Center, taking advantage of comfortable hotel style accommodations and
enjoying delicious meals. If you’re not already familiar with Epworth, check their
website at Epworth By the Sea.

More information and registration materials will be provided in coming months. A link
will be available soon on our PB website. 
  
The Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church will host this session. 
  
Meanwhile, please plan to spend some of your summer vacation with your Brothers and
Sisters in Christ of all ages. You WILL be blessed! 

In His Service, 
Darryl Harris, Chairman 

Southern States Bible Conference 2026

https://www.epworthbythesea.org/


Southern States
Bible Conference
Why not spend your vacation fellowshipping &
worshipping with your brothers & sisters in Christ from
all across the country? 

St. Simons Island offers plenty of youth oriented
& family friendly activities you can enjoy while
attending the conference.

When:

Theme:

Where:

July 6-9, 2026

How To Be A Christian
1 Peter 4:16

St. Simons Island, GA

CONTACT DARRYL HARRIS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

(770)-693-2948

darlynhar@aol.com

1 Peter 4:16

Progressive
Primitive Baptist

Yet if any man suffer
as a Christian, let

him not be ashamed;
but let him glorify

God on this behalf.

Hosted by the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church



DISCIPLING 
MINISTRIES 
INTERNATIONAL

DELEGATES
MEETING

October 4, 2025
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We are excited about an upcoming
visit from Sergei, Datsko. Sergei
pastors in Kharkiv, Ukraine. He and
his wife, Svetlana, will be with us
the first part of October. Sergei will
be the speaker at our Annual
Delegates Meeting October 4 and
then will speak at other churches as
well. You are invited to attend any
of these meetings and hear an
update on ministry in Ukraine. 

www.disciplingministries.org
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We are excited about an upcoming visit from Sergei, Datsko. Sergei pastors in Kharkiv,
Ukraine. He and his wife, Svetlana, will be with us the first part of October. Sergei will be the
speaker at our Annual Delegates Meeting October 4 and then will speak at other churches as
well. You are invited to attend any of these meetings and hear an update on ministry in
Ukraine. 
 
The dates of his visit with us are September 30 - October 6. He will be hosted by DMI and will
be speaking at several locations. Sergei and his wife will be arriving in Atlanta on September 30
and staying with us.  
 
We are also glad to welcome a brother from South Florida, Vlad Chvorun. Vlad is a friend of
Sergei’s and will translate for him. He has been in Ukraine for several months traveling and
ministering in several locations. 
 
Sergei will be our motivational speaker at the DMI Annual Delegates Meeting on Saturday,
October 4, 2025. The meeting is being hosted by the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, 4
South Zetterower Ave, Statesboro, GA 30458. The meeting will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
 
On Sunday morning Sergei will preach at Ramah Primitive Baptist Church, in Barnesville,
Georgia. That evening at 6:00 p.m. a DMI update will be given and Sergei will give a
presentation on his ministry in Ukraine and condition of the church and believers in this time of
war. 
 
Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. Sergei will give a presentation at Hickory Springs Primitive
Baptist Church, near Tifton, Ga. 
You are invited to attend any of these meetings and hear firsthand what is happening in
Ukraine. Learn how the church continues even in the midst of war.  
  
Addresses of host churches are as follows: 
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, 4 S. Zetterower Ave., Statesboro, GA 30458 
 Ramah Primitive Baptist Church, 1274 Ramah Church Road, Barnesville, GA 30204 
 Hickory Springs Primitive Baptist Church, 221 Hickory Springs Church Rd., Tifton, GA 31793 
 
Pastor Pat McCoy 
Mission's Director 
Discipling Ministries International, Inc. 

Pastor Sergei Datsko
Living Hope Church – Kharkiv, Ukraine 



Obituaries



Parker, Penny Ann –   
November 22, 1959 to July 24, 2025. 

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia. 

 
Tyson, William “Billy” Groover – 

August 18, 1932 to August 24, 2025 
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia. 



          In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of The Banner-
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of
Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired
and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and
coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s
faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and
ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the
elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that
Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church
of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is
immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an
example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a
presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised,
changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven
forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body
reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


