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God Is Love:
His Love Is Eternal And Infinite

Psalm 90, Ephesians 2, 1 John 4 

By:

Elder Craig Campbell



 “God is Love!” The glorious fact that God is 
love is the reason that we have the joy of loving 
Him. “We love Him because He first loved us.” 
Every aspect of love in our lives flows from the 
foundational fact that God first loved us. We have 
established the truth that God’s love is unmerited. 
Today, we build on that wonder as we see that 
God’s love is both eternal and infinite.

God’s Love is Eternal

 Is God eternal? Yes. Psalm 90:1-2, “Lord, 
You have been our dwelling place in all 
generations. Before the mountains were brought 
forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the 
world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You 
are God..” Is God Love? Yes. 1 John 4:8b, “God is 
love.” God’s eternity and God’s love go hand in 
hand. God had no beginning; God’s love had no 
beginning. God has no ending; God’s love has no 
ending. God loved and chose the elect before the 
world was, in eternity. Unmerited love was the 
foundation of that choice. Ephesians 1:4, “Just as 
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love.” Whereas, the love of God had 
no beginning and came to the elect before creation, 
in like manner His love has no end. God spoke to 
His children in Jeremiah 31:3b, “Yes, I have loved 
you with an everlasting love.”

God’s Love is Infinite

 Infinite is a great way to describe God. 
Infinite means beyond measure or limitless. His 
power is without limits, He is Omnipotent. God is 
everywhere, He is Omnipresent. His knowledge 
and wisdom know no bounds, He is Omniscient. 
God’s Holiness is without flaw. And praise His 
glorious, loving name, His love is infinite and 
knows no lack of supply or inability to perform.

 There are times when we feel we have worn 
out someone’s love for us. As mentioned in the last 
devotional, some people will often ask, “Of all 
people, why would God love me?” Others ask a 
slightly different question, “How could God still 
love me?” God’s love never gives out, the supply is 
endless. Ephesians 2:4-7 states it so very well, 
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages 
to come He might show the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.” Ponder the great fact that God loved us 
while we were dead in sins. “Dead in sins” means 
we were alienated from God, or we were enemies 
of God. Therefore, it is proper to say that God 
loved us, we who were His enemies. What 
wondrous love is this, O my soul!

 What depth and meaning comes into our lives 
when we realize the assurance, glory, power, and 
wonder of the fact that God’s love is both eternal 
and infinite. 
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The Best Way To 
Provoke Good Works

By:
John Bunyan
(1628-1688)

The following article appeared in the Free Grace Broadcaster, Volume 199, 

titled "Good Works.” This month, on October 31, marks the 506th anniversary 

of Martin Luther nailing His 95 Theses to the door of the church at Wittenburg, 

Germany. Thus began the Protestant Reformation. One of the key issues 

addressed by Luther was that of the biblical principle that salvation was by the 

grace of God and not of works. The Roman Catholic church had for centuries 

corrupted this doctrine. The following article written by the 17th Century 

Baptist preacher, John Bunyan, addresses the proper place of the works man in 

the context of the doctrine of salvation.



“That being justified by his grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a 
faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm 
constantly, that they which have believed in God might 
be careful to maintain good works. These things are 
good and profitable unto men” - Titus 3:7, 8.

 THE best way both to provoke others and 
ourselves to good works is to be often affirming to 
others the doctrine of justification by grace and to 
believe it ourselves. “This is a faithful saying, and these 
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in God, might be careful to maintain good 
works” (Tit 3:8)…I tell you that the best way to be 
fruitful in them is to be much in the exercise of the 
doctrine of justification by grace. And they both agree: 
for as faith animates to good works, so the doctrine of 
grace animates faith. Wherefore, the way to be rich in 
good works is to be rich in faith; and the way to be rich 
in faith is to be conscientiously affirming the doctrine of 
grace to others and believing it ourselves.

 FIRST, TO BE CONSTANTLY AFFIRMING IT 
TO OTHERS: Thus, Paul tells Timothy that if he puts 
the brethren in mind of the truths of the Gospel, he 
himself should not only be a good minister of Christ, but 
should be nourished up in the words of faith and of good 
doctrine (1Ti 4:6). It is the ordinance of God that 
Christians should be often asserting the things of God 
each to others and that by their so doing they should 
edify one another (Heb 10:24, 25; 1Th 5:11).

 The doctrine of the Gospel is like the dew and the 
small rain that distilleth upon the tender grass, 
wherewith it doth flourish and is kept green (Deu 32:2). 
Christians are like the several flowers in a garden that 
have upon each of them the dew of

heaven, which being shaken with the wind, they let fall 
their dew at each other’s roots, whereby they are jointly 
nourished and become nourishers of one another. For 
Christians to commune savourly of God’s matters one 
with another is as if they opened to each other’s nostrils 

boxes of perfume. Saith Paul to the church at Rome, 
“For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; That is, 
that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me” (Rom 1:11, 12). Christians 
should be often affirming the doctrine of grace and 
justification by it one to another.

 SECOND, AS THEY SHOULD BE THUS 
DOING, THEY SHOULD LIVE IN THE POWER OF 
IT THEMSELVES. They should by faith suck and drink 
in this doctrine as the good ground receiveth the rain, 
which being done, forthwith there is proclaimed good 
works. Paul to the Colossians saith thus, “We give 
thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, Since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the 
saints, For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel; Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; 
and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the 
day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth.” 
But how long ago? Why, “since the day ye heard it,” 
[saith he,] “and knew the grace of God in truth” (Col 
1:3-6).

 Apples and flowers are not made by the gardener 
but are an effect of the planting and watering. Plant in 
the sinner good doctrine, and let it be watered with the 
word of grace, and as the effect of that, there [are] the 
fruits of holiness and the end everlasting life (Rom 
6:22). Good doctrine is the doctrine of the Gospel, 
which showeth to men that God clotheth them with the 
righteousness of His Son freely and maketh Him with all 
His benefits over to them, by which free gift the sinner 
is [declared] righteous before God. And because he is 
so, therefore, there is infused a principle of grace into 
the heart, whereby it is both quickened and bringing 
forth fruit (Rom 3:21-26; 1Co 1:30; 2Co 5:21; Joh 
1:16).

 Now then, seeing good works do flow from faith 
and seeing faith is nourished by an affirming of the 
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doctrine of the Gospel, take here these few 
considerations from the doctrine of the Gospel for the 
support of thy faith, that thou mayest be indeed fruitful 
and rich in good works.

 Consider 1: The whole Bible was given for this 
very end: that thou shouldest both believe this doctrine 
and live in the comfort and sweetness of it. “For 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort 
of the scriptures might have hope” (Rom 15:4; Joh 
20:31).

 Consider 2: That therefore every promise in the 
Bible is thine to strengthen, quicken, and encourage thy 
heart in believing.

 Consider 3: That there is nothing that thou dost 
[that] can so please God as believing: “The LORD 
taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope 
in his mercy” (Psa 147:11). They please Him because 
they embrace His  righteousness, etc.

 Consider 4: That all the withdrawings of God 
from thee are not for the weakening, but for the trial of 
thy faith; and also that whatever He suffers Satan or thy 
own heart to do is not to weaken faith (Job 23:8-10; 1Pe 
1:7).

 Consider 5: That believing is that which will keep 
in thy view the things of heaven and glory and that at 
which the devil will be discouraged, sin weakened, and 
thy heart quickened and sweetened (Heb 11:27; Jam 4:7; 
1Pe 5:9; Eph 6:16; Rom 15:13).

 Consider lastly: By believing, the lover of God is 
kept with warmth upon the heart; and this will provoke 
thee continually to bless God for Christ, for grace, for 
faith, hope, and all these things, either in God or thee 
that doth accompany salvation (2Co 2:14; Psa 103:1-3).

 THIRD, THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS RECEIVED BY FAITH 
WILL MAKE NOTABLE WORK IN THE HEART OF 

A SINNER TO BRING FORTH GOOD WORKS. But, 
forasmuch as there is a body of death and sin in every 
one that hath the grace of God in this world, and 
because this body of death will be ever opposing that 
which is good, as the Apostle saith (Rom 7:21), 
therefore take these few particulars further for the 
suppressing that which will hinder a fruitful life.

1. Keep a continual watch over the wretchedness of thy 
own heart, not to be discouraged at the sight of thy 
vileness, but to prevent its wickedness. That will 
labor either to hinder thee from doing good works or 
else will hinder thee in the doing thereof. For evil is 
present with thee for both these purposes. Take heed 
then, that thou do not listen to that at any time, but 
deny, though with much struggling, the workings of 
sin to the contrary.

2. Let this be continually before thy heart: God’s eye is 
upon thee and seeth every secret turning of thy heart, 
either to or from Him. “All things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do” (Heb 4:13).

3. If thou deny to do that good which thou oughtest with 
what thy God hath given thee, then consider that 
though He love thy soul, yet He can chastise: First, 
thy inward man with such troubles that thy life shall 
be restless and comfortless. Secondly, and can also so 
blow upon thy outward man that all thou gettest shall 
be put in a bag with holes (Psa 89:31-33; Hag 1:6). 
And set the case He should license but one thief 
among thy substance or one spark of fire among thy 
barns, how quickly might that be spent ill and against 
thy will, which thou shouldest have spent to God’s 
glory and with thy will. And I tell thee further, that if 
thou want a heart to do good when thou hast about 
thee, thou mayest want comfort in such things thyself 
from others, when thine is taken from thee (see Jud 
1:6, 7).

4. Consider that a life full of good works is the only way 
on thy part to answer the mercy of God extended to 
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thee: God hath had mercy on thee and hath saved thee 
from all thy distresses. God hath not stuck [hesitated] 
to give thee His Son, His Spirit, and the kingdom of 
heaven. Saith Paul, “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service” (Rom 12:1; Mat 
18:32, 33).

5. Consider that this is the way to convince all men that 
the power of God’s things hath taken hold of thy 
heart. I speak to them that hold the head—and say 
what thou wilt—if thy faith be not accompanied with 
a holy life, thou shalt be judged a withered branch, a 
wording professor, salt without savor, and as lifeless 
as a sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal (Joh 15; 
Mat 13; 1Co 13:1, 2). For, say they, show us your 
faith by your works, for we cannot see your hearts 
(Jam 2:18). But I say on the contrary, if thou walk as 
becomes thee who art saved by grace, then thou wilt 
witness in every man’s conscience that thou art a 
good tree, now thou leavest guilt on the heart of the 
wicked (1Sa 24:16, 17). Now thou takest off occasion 
from them that desire occasion; and now thou art 
clear from the blood of all men (2Co 11:12; Act 
20:26, 31-35). This is the man also that provoketh 
others to good works. The ear that heareth such a man 
shall bless him, and the eye that seeth him shall bear 
witness to him. “Surely,” saith David, “he  hall not be 
moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting 
remembrance” (Psa 112:6; Heb 10:24; Job 29:11).

6.  Again, the heart that is fullest of good hath in it the 
least room for Satan’s temptations. And this is the 
meaning of Peter, where he saith, “Be sober, be 
vigilant,” that is, be busying thyself in faith and 
holiness, “because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1Pe 5:8). He that walketh uprightly,  
walketh safely. And they that add to faith, “virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly 

kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if 
these things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2Pe 1:5-10; Pro 
10:9).

7. The man who is fullest of good works is fittest to live 
and is fittest to die: “I am now,” at any time, “ready to 
be offered,” saith fruitful Paul (2Ti 4:6). Whereas he 
that is barren is neither fit to live, nor fit to die: to die, 
he himself is convinced he is not fit, and to live, God 
Himself saith he is not fit: “Cut it down; why 
cumbereth it the ground?” (Luk 8:7).

8. Lastly, consider, to provoke thee to good works, thou 
shalt have of God when thou comest to glory a 
reward for everything thou dost for Him on earth. 
Little do the people of God consider how richly God 
will reward, what from a right principle and to a right 
end, is done for Him here. Not a bit of bread to the 
poor, not a draught of water to the meanest of them 
that belong to Christ, or the loss of a hair of your 
head shall in that Day go without its reward (Luk 
14:13, 14; Mat 10:42). “For our light affliction,” and 
so all other pieces of self-denial, “which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory” (2Co 4:17). I tell thee, 
Christian, be but rich in good works, and thou shalt 
have more than salvation. Thy salvation thou hast 
freely by grace through Christ without works (Eph 
2:8-10), but now being justified and saved, and as the 
fruits hereof, renewed by the Holy Ghost. After this, I 
say, thou shalt be rewarded for every work that 
proved good.

From “Christian Behavior” in The Works of John 
Bunyan, Vol. II

John Bunyan (1628-1688): English minister, preacher, 
and one of the most influential writers of the 17th 
century. Beloved author of The Pilgrim’s Progress, The 
Holy War, The Acceptable Sacrifice, and numerous 
others. Born at Elstow near Bedford, England.
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Good Works

By:
(Author Unknown)



Ephesians 2:8-10

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of 
works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.

 God saves people; people cannot save 
themselves. This is beautiful Gospel truth. But 
what else does God do with us? What is the 
Christian’s purpose in life?

 Often when we try to answer these questions, 
we look inside of ourselves and envision working 
the perfect career or achieving our childhood 
dream of climbing Mount Everest. But something 
is desperately wrong with this method of finding 
purpose as a Christian.

 If we properly understand the Gospel, then 
we know that it all starts and ends with Jesus. As 
believers, we should understand that the entire 
universe is about Jesus. However, many of us then 
leave it at that.

 We say, “Thank you Jesus for saving me!” 
and sing Him some songs and maybe even attend 
small group on Wednesday nights. All the while, 
we’re looking somewhere other than Jesus for our 
purpose and fulfillment in life. It’s like our lives 
are transformed into a children’s picture with a 
horse riding on a man, asking, “What in this 
picture doesn’t belong?”

 Our life with Jesus starts “by grace…through 
faith,” but it shouldn’t end there. How do we know 
that?

 Paul tells us, “For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 

God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them..”

`Because Jesus saved us, “not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast,” does not mean that we 
will, therefore, not walk in any works. It’s just the 
opposite; we are saved to good works.

 So then how does a Christian find calling and 
purpose in salvation? Go back to the place where it 
all started, and where it all will end: Jesus.

 Where in your life are good works prepared 
that you can pursue and fulfill?
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Side By Side —
Working Together

Nehemiah 3:1-2

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



Introduction

 Every once in a while you come across one 
of those chapters in the Bible that looks like a 
linguistic obstacle course!—verse after verse of 
unpronounceable names and places. Sometimes we 
are tempted to skip over them and move on to the 
next one. After all, there couldn’t be much useful 
to be gained from a chapter like that. Right? 
Wrong! If we did that with Nehemiah chapter 
three, we would miss some powerful and valuable 
lessons on building for God!

 We all know the importance of great 
leadership and we consider Nehemiah as an 
example of a great leader who motivated the 
people to say, “Let us rise up and build” (Neh. 
2:18). Consequently, he describes their efforts in a 
single sentence: v. 18 “So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work.” Here in Nehemiah 3 we 
see an insightful explanation of those 9 powerful 
words. So, let’s take a closer look at this chapter in 
a lesson I’ve called “Side by side—working 
together.”

 I encourage you to read this entire text. I’ll 
summarize the action of this chapter. Nehemiah is 
giving a detailed account of the rebuilding and 
repair of the walls and gates around the city. Most 
of them have names that relate to the activity 
taking place around them. For example, the sheep 
gate (near the temple) would be the place through 
which the priest brought sheep from the fields into 
the temple precincts for daily offering. The fish 
gate probably marks a place where a market for 
fish was found, etc. Nehemiah, with great detail, 
takes us around the city in circular fashion showing 
how the cooperative effort of the people resulted in 
a successful restoration of the walls. And it teaches 
us a valuable lesson about teamwork!

 If, on the one hand, we see that great works 
for God depend upon great leadership, we can see, 
on the other hand, that great works for God depend 
upon great followship! No leader, however great, 
can accomplish what all the people can do when 
they work together! In fact, without followship, 
leadership doesn’t exist! So, let’s spend some time 
thinking about the features of great followers!

 Great followers have a willingness to do 
great things for God! There are at least five 
ingredients necessary for any successful work: A 
Noble Purpose, a Clear Plan, a Willing People, a 
Burning Passion, a Tenacious Persistence. 
Nehemiah led a willing people: “So they 
strengthened their hands for this good work” 
(2:18).

 The local church is not an organization for 
“superstars”. It is a team that depends upon the 
willingness of all its members to see the good 
things leaders set before them and to work to 
accomplish them. No elder, deacon, preacher, or 
Bible class teacher has the power to build a church 
by his own efforts. “He who professes to lead but 
has no one following is only out for a walk.” Great 
followers recognize that and demonstrate a 
willingness to work for God.

 Great followers work side by side with other 
followers. Nehemiah 3 gives us a vivid picture of 
the details of the work. In total there were ten 
different gates mentioned in the repairing of the 
wall. Some forty sections of the wall are 
mentioned, showing Nehemiah’s careful detailed 
planning of the project. Archaeologists have found 
that some parts of the rebuilt wall were as thick as 
eight feet. Since breaking down a gate was easier 
than destroying a piece of the wall, areas around 
the gates needed special repair and reinforcement. 
Notice the frequent use of the expression, “next 
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to”. The idea here is that the people worked 
together—not just in the same place, but in 
cooperation. Men and women, artisans and 
laborers, princes and commoners, all labored side 
by side. Each one was focused on the task given to 
them. It shows us how works of great magnitude 
are accomplished in “pieces”. No one did it all; but 
everyone working side by side built his “piece” of 
the project. The success of God’s work today also 
depends upon this “side by side” mentality. Once 
we have a big picture view of what we want to do, 
then everyone has put in their “piece” of the wall. 
Every Christian has to connect with the vision of 
Ephesians 4:16 that describes the church as a body 
“fitly joined together and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love.”

 Great followers learn to do what they may 
not be used to doing. In chapter three, there is one 
blight on a perfect record of cooperation and unity. 
The nobles of Tekoa shirked their responsibility (v. 
5). Did they think they were above getting their 
hands dirty? Was it because they were so used to 
telling others what to do, that they thought it 
beneath them to dig in the rubble? Did they think it 
beneath them to work like everyone else? Know 
this, that God knows those who really do work for 
Him and those who pretend to be interested and do 
very little for Him. What is especially encouraging 
is how people who had limited strength and 
experience in wall building responded to the 
challenge.

 Notice how people with little talent in the 
area of brick masonry got involved: Priests (v. 
1-2), apothecaries & goldsmiths (3:8). One man 
didn’t have sons to carry out the hard labor of 

moving the debris, so his daughters participated in 
the rebuilding of the walls (3:12). Those without 
masonry skill didn’t opt out because of a lack of 
“talent”. It is amazing how quickly we dismiss 
improvement or growth by the protest of a lack of 
talent. Where do we get this crazy notion that 
everyone who is accomplished at something just 
woke up one day and put it on autopilot and started 
doing something great. Did the music from the 
musician just start flowing from talented fingers? 
Did the lessons and sermons of the teachers and 
preachers just start with the tapping of the 
typewriter. When will we see that all spiritual 
accomplishment is like my trumpet teacher once 
told me about success in the music business: 1% 
inspiration and 99% perspiration!

 Great followers build with enthusiasm! 
Notice the remark about Baruch (Heb. harah) 
(3:20). The Hebrew verb translated carefully here 
usually means “to burn with anger” (Gen. 39:19; 
Jon. 4:1) and depicts anger as a burning fire. In the 
present passage, the word denotes burning with 
zeal, not anger. In other words, Baruch earnestly 
wanted to repair the walls of Jerusalem because he 
knew it was God’s city and God’s work. His 
repairs were for the glory of the living Lord. Some 
of the builders, having finished their job, went to 
work somewhere else (vs. 4, 21 &27). There was 
no “I’ve done my part and I’m not doing any 
more!” Instead, great followers are tireless workers 
who don’t compare what they do with others. If 
they have greater skill or efficiency, they just use it 
to do more for God. Jesus’ complaint about the 
church at Laodicea was not that they had no talent 
nor that they didn’t know the truth. They just didn’t 
have any passion. “I just wish you were cold or 
hot!” Enthusiasm is contagious! Great followers 
ignite others with their infectious enthusiasm.
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 Great followers deserve credit for the work 
they do. In the first three chapters the emphasis is 
upon the leader; but in this chapter the emphasis is 
on the followers. Nehemiah is not mentioned one 
time in the whole chapter, but the people are 
named. The people built the wall, and they worked 
as hard as they said they would (2:18). Nehemiah 
showed himself to be a great leader by 
acknowledging and approving the work of ordinary 
people. The Holy Spirit made sure that we knew 
the names of these people we otherwise would 
have never known had it not been for their 
willingness to help do God’s work.

 Let this be an encouragement to you. God 
knows who you are, and He knows every 
contribution you make. He will reward you for 
every thing you do for Him. We have some great 
followers here, people just like the kind we read 
about in Nehemiah. We can’t give too much credit 
to the people on whose shoulders the work of God 
is carried.

Conclusion

 Some people are constructionists, helping to 
get the job done. Others are destructionists, busy 
tearing things down. A third group is made up of 
obstructionists who create problems for the people 
doing the work. In which group are you?

 Can your church count on you to exercise 
your influence and leadership where you can? And 
can your church count on you to be a team player 
in following the leadership of others? If they can, 
then the best days are yet to come.
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Nothing Beats 
Teamwork

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



 Over the past thirty years, while traveling to 
other countries, I have been amazed with the 
commitment to teamwork that happens in ministry 
outside of the United States. It is a default for them. 
They wouldn’t ever consider doing ministry without 
including other people and ministries. Unfortunately 
for us in the United States, we have people and 
resources to do ministry by ourselves; however, for 
them, teamwork is a non-negotiable ingredient.

 We have been taught that doing things by 
ourselves is valued and celebrated. Even doing things 
with others can show weakness—like you need others 
to be successful. I believe there are many enemies of 
teamwork, but here are three major ones:

The Enemies of Teamwork:

1. We are Lone Rangers.

We do things in solos. It is easier to do it 
yourself instead of including others.

2. We are Blockers.

We don’t help others advance. It is hard to share 
credit.

3. We are Me-Monsters.

We are self-absorbed. It is difficult to trust and 
believe in others.

We drift toward isolation.

We drive toward connection.

 God’s Word is loaded with 100 “one anothers” 
in 94 New Testament verses – love one another, accept 
one another, serve one another, and encourage one 
another, are just a few. Two-thirds deal with the church 
getting along and Christians loving each other. The 
Bible is filled with examples, principles and 
commands to work together, not alone.

 Paul writes in Philippians 1:27, “Only let your 
conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: 
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I 
may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of 
the gospel .” He encourages the believers to stand 
together and fight together. What a beautiful picture of 
teamwork—standing together in unity and fighting 
together for the Gospel.

 There is incredible power in teamwork, but it 
takes work. It is simple, but not easy, to work with 
others. Teamwork is messy, because it involves 
people. Teamwork requires trust, not control. 
Celebrating others’ successes and not getting credit. 
Choosing interdependence over independence. But at 
the end of the day, teamwork trumps isolation. More 
gets accomplished and it pleases God when His 
children work together.

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so 
much. - Helen Keller

 Remember, we is always greater than me, but it 
involves sacrifice. The Kingdom of God is all about 
team – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Lock arms with 
other coaches, teammates, friends, and family, because 
God’s heart explodes when His children work, play 
and serve together. Nothing Beats Teamwork!

Application:
 Have you been part of a great team? What made 
it great? How have you experienced the enemies of 
teamwork? How did Jesus live out the teamwork? 
How did He form teams?

Further Study:
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Nehemiah 4:15-23; Mark 6:7

Pray:
 Lord, teach me to be a great teammate. I want to 
always be a part of teams that please You. Amen.
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CHURCH NEWS



RAMAH CHURCH 
Barnesville, GA

 

 Ramah Church invites you to our Fall Meeting to be held October 24 through 26. Our guest minister 
will be Elder Ben Fordham. Services will begin at 7:00 pm each evening with a covered dish supper to be 
served on October 26 beginning at 6:00 pm. Please join us if you are able and be in prayer for us and 
Brother Ben. We were saddened when our pastor, Elder Kurt Bacon, told us he felt led to accept the 
pastoral call from Fellowship Church, but we pray God’s richest blessing for him, Sister Annette and the 
church. We want to thank Elder Jim Cason, Elder Scott Riner, Elder Sam Bennett, Elder Ben Fordham, 
Licentiate Jacob Yawn, Elder Pat McCoy, Elder Jason Deal, Elder Michael Farr, and Elder Jim McGill for 
filling our pulpit over the past months. Ramah Church has been very blessed and for that we are eternally 
grateful. We look forward to others coming in the future to bring God’s message to us. We rejoiced when 
Sister Lisa Mobley and Sister Michelle Fiscella came forward professing their love for Jesus and Ramah 
Church. Both were  welcomed with open arms and given the right hand of fellowship. If you are ever in 
our area, please join us for worship.
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In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the 
Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


