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INTRODUCTION

The present-day controversy between the
advocates of Lordship Salvation and those of Free
Grace has developed into a thorny theological
conflict. The main adversaries in this controversy are
John F. MacArthur on the one side and Zane C.
Hodges and Charles C. Ryrie on the other. We will
examine both sides to this conflict and, hopefully,
draw some accurate and helpful conclusions.

LORDSHIP SALVATION DEFINED

In the preface to the First Edition of The
Gospel According to Jesus, Doctor MacArthur offers
a summary of his position stating that

Saving faith, repentance, commitment, and
obedience are all divine works, wrought by the
Holy Spirit in the heart of everyone who i1s
saved. I have never taught that some
pre-salvation works of righteousness are
necessary to or part of salvation. But I do
believe without apology that real salvation
cannot, and will not, fail to produce works of
righteousness in the life of a true believer (The
Gospel According to Jesus, What Is Authentic
Faith. Revised and Expanded 15, emphasis
added).

MacArthur, however, takes his position one
step further and states that “The gospel our age has
popularized is a sugar-coated placebo designed more
to soothe sinners than to convert them” and that
Jesus “repeatedly made difficult demands. He
commanded those who sought eternal life to deny
themselves, forsake all, and follow Him. . . .
Forsaking oneself for Christ’s sake is not an optional
step of discipleship subsequent to conversion; it is
the sine qua non of saving faith” (Gospel 143,
emphasis added). Doctor MacArthur does not

moderate his thoughts nor his pen when he writes
the following abrasive comment:

The now pervasive influence of the
no-lordship doctrine among evangelicals
reflects the shallowness and spiritual poverty
of the contemporary evangelical movement. It
is also doubtless one of the main causes for
evangelicalism’s impoverishment. You cannot
remove the lordship of Christ from the gospel
message without undermining faith at its core.
That is precisely what is happening in the
church today. . . . He was calling people to
yield completely and unreservedly to His
lordship (Gospel 25).

The responses to MacArthur’s position by the
so-called “no-lordship doctrine” contingency were
inevitable. Their responses follow and generally
outline the Free Grace position.

FREE GRACE DEFINED

In reaction to Doctor MacArthur’s comments,
Charles C. Ryrie writes:

Suppose | was genuinely willing to forsake all
when I believed, but later on I rejected that
willingness or some part of it. How am I to
view my salvation? Assuming that willingness
was present when I believed, then according to
the lordship view, I was truly saved. And if I
believe in eternal security, then I cannot lose
that salvation. . . . A moment of defection, we
have been told, 1s not an invalidation. Or “the
true disciple will never turn away completely. .
.. Further we are told that the motivation
which causes us to defect even momentarily
makes the difference between proving the
reality or falsity of our faith. The motivation of
fear, it is said, is permissible, but the



motivation of treachery is not (So Great
Salvation 48).

Ryrie goes on to state at the very beginning of
Chapter Five of the same book that “Every Christian
will bear spiritual fruit. Somewhere, sometime,
somehow. Otherwise that person is not a believer.
Every born-again individual will be fruitful. Not to
be fruitful is to be faithless, without faith, and
therefore without salvation” (Salvation 45). He then
adds to that statement three caveats as follows:
“One, this does not mean that a believer will always
be fruitful”; and “Two, this does not mean that a
certain person’s fruit will necessarily be outwardly
evident”; and “Three, my understanding of what
fruit is and therefore what I expect others to bear
may be faulty and/or incomplete. . . . Nevertheless,
every Christian will bear fruit; otherwise he or she is
not a true believer” (Salvation 45-46). Doctor
Ryrie’s responses to MacArthur’s comments are
rather reserved considering the intensity of the
controversy.

The same cannot be said for Zane Hodges,
especially in his book Absolutely Free: A Biblical
Reply to Lordship Salvation. Under the subtitle
“What Is Saving Faith?” Hodges remarks as follows:

[T]wo men might believe exactly the same
things in terms of content, yet if one of them
exhibited what seemed to be a “fruitless”
Christian experience, his faith would be
condemned as “intellectual assent,” or “head
belief” over against “heart belief.” In a word,
his faith was false faith— it was faith that did
not, and could not, save. With such ideas as
these, the ground was prepared for full-fledged
lordship theology. It remained for lordship
thinkers to take the matter one step further.
What was really missing in false faith, so they
affirmed, were the elements of true repentance

and submission to God. Thus, saving faith
ought not to be defined in terms of trust alone,
but also in terms of commitment to the will of
God. In the absence of this kind of submission,
they insisted, one could not describe his faith
as a Biblical saving faith. If ever there existed
a theological Trojan horse, this point of view is
it! (Absolutely Free Location 234 E-book,
emphasis added).

Hodges continues and makes the following
charge:

Lordship salvation cannot escape the charge
that it mixes faith and works. The way it does
so 1s succinctly stated by MacArthur:
“Obedience is the inevitable manifestation of
saving faith” (p. 175). But this is the same
thing as saying, “Without obedience there is no
justification and no heaven.” Viewed from that
standpoint, “obedience” is actually a condition
for justification and for heaven (Absolutely
Free Location 838 E-book).

FURTHER EXAMINATION OF THE SUBJECT

The faith/works controversy finds its genesis
in a perceived dispute between the Apostle Paul and
James, the brother of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul
could not have made a clearer statement regarding
faith and works than is found in his Roman letter.
There the apostle writes,

What shall we say then that Abraham our
father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?
For if Abraham were justified by works, he
hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For
what saith the scripture? Abraham believed
God, and 1t was counted unto him for
righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But
to him that worketh not, but believeth on him



that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness (Romans 4:1-5 KJV).

Later in that same letter, the apostle elaborates
upon the subject of faith and works when he states:
“And if by grace, then it is no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of
works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no
more work” (Romans 11:6). Paul views faith and
works like oil and water. They do not mix when it
comes to justification and salvation.

When we turn to James’ epistle, we find him
emphasizing that believers should be “doers or the
word, and not hearers only . . .” (James 1:22). The
dispute is crystalized when the reader arrives at
James chapter 2. The dilemma arises as the result of
his analysis of faith and works in James 2:14-17, 24
as follows:

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man
say he hath faith, and have not works? Can
faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked,
and destitute of daily food, And one of you say
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those
things which are needful to the body; what
doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not
works, 1s dead, being alone. . . . Ye see then
how that by works a man is justified, and not
by faith only (KJV).

John MacArthur jumps at this passage with
both his feet landing hard upon his Lordship
platform. He states that . . . James denounced faith
without works as dead and useless (James 2:17,20).
His entire epistle consists of tests of true faith, all of
which are the practical fruits of righteousness in the
believer’s life . . .” (Gospel Revised and Expanded
250). MacArthur makes this statement precedent to a
short discourse on James 4:7-10 which he contends

1s “One of the most comprehensive invitations to
salvation in all the Epistles . . .” (Gospel Revised
and Expanded 250), and then states,

The invitation in 4:7-10 is directed at those
who are not saved— guilty, wicked hearers of
the Word who are not doers (cf. 1:21-22); who
are still captive to dead faith (cf. 2:14-20); who
are bitter, selfish, arrogant liars whose
“wisdom is not what comes from above but is
earthy, natural, demonic” (3:15); who are
loving the world and thus are the enemies of
God (4:4); whose inner spirit is still dominated
by lusts (cf. 4:5); and who are proud and
self-sufficient. They are in desperate need of
God’s grace. But since God only “gives grace
to the humble” (v.6), James calls these
“sinners” (a term used in Scripture only of the
unregenerate) to turn from their pride and
humble themselves (Gospel Revised and
Expanded 250).

What is telling here is MacArthur’s take on
James 4:7- 10. Of that passage, MacArthur states,
“Ten imperatives delineate the commands in James’s
call to sinners . . .” (Gospel Revised and Expanded
250). He uses two words that attract the attention of
the non-lordship crowd: imperatives and commands.
In his commentary on the book of James, Doctor
MacArthur has this to say about these “imperatives”:

The ten imperatives that James gives here are
not in soteriological order. That is, salvation
does not come by following these steps in this
sequence. God’s gracious salvation is a great
mystery and cannot be reduced to a formula.
James simply lists elements of what God
requires of men in response to His sovereign,
gracious call (The MacArthur New Testament
Commentary James 203-204).



It should be pointed out that in this catalogue
of imperatives, there is no command to believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 16:31). Because of
this, Arnold Fruchtenbaum draws the following
conclusion with which is difficult to set aside: “If
one takes MacArthur’s position seriously, then Paul
presented an incomplete gospel in Acts 16:31. For
someone who claims to believe, teach, and preach
that salvation is by grace alone, MacArthur has
added at least ten works to the salvation package”
(Ariel’s Bible Commentary: The Messianic Jewish
Epistles 261).

The issue at hand centers especially on one’s
interpretation of James 2:14-24. In his assessment of
that passage, MacArthur states “Not all faith is
redemptive. James 2:14-16 says faith without works
is dead and cannot save” (Gospel Revised and
Expanded 186). MacArthur describes this non-
redemptive faith as spurious.

Arnold Fruchtenbaum responds to
MacArthur’s statement as follows:

This passage [citing James 2:16] is a major
contributor in the ‘Lordship Salvation’ debate.
... The 1ssue is not whether saving faith is
expected to produce good works, but whether
good works are part of the salvation package.
Those who advocate Lordship Salvation, in
spite of their denial, do make works part of
attaining salvation (Ariel’s Bible Commentary
259-260 emphasis added).

True faith cannot be identified by works. When
Judas’ relationship to Jesus is taken into
consideration, it is obvious that Jesus knew Judas
was a fraud chosen for a specific purpose in the
economy of redemption (cf. John 6:70-71; 17:12),
but other men looking at Judas could not have made
a correct assessment of his faith. It certainly cannot

be identified by appearance (cf. James 2:1-13).
There were also those mentioned in Matthew 7 who
will say “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? And in
thy name done many wonderful works?” (vs. 22).
Anyone observing these “wonderful works” would
have assumed the source was genuine faith, but they
would have been wrong. Therefore, the use of James
2:14-24 as a proof text is questionable.

The distinction between these two positions is
not a denial of the possibility of good works. The
distinction is whether good works are a necessary
part of the salvation package as stated by Doctor
Fruchtenbaum. If we can agree that genuine faith
cannot be demonstrated by works, then Charles
Ryrie’s assessment cited earlier in this article makes
a great deal of sense.

CONCLUSION

In the final analysis, if Charles Ryrie
represents the free grace, non-Lordship position,
then both parties to the dispute agree that genuine
faith will produce good works. The difference
between the two is whether works are an essential
part of the salvation package or the goal of saving
faith. R. C. Sproul in his book Faith Alone: The
Evangelical Doctrine of Justification makes this very
good point: “MacArthur insists that true saving faith
must necessarily and inevitably yield good works of
obedience. Ryrie and Hodges insist that though faith
should immediately produce works of obedience, it
does not always do so” (25).
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Why Have A Vibrant
Prayer Life?

Matthew 6:5-15

By:
Elder Craig Campbell




It is impossible to grow in our love for God if
we do not talk to Him. We talk to God through
prayer. The more we talk to Him in prayer, the
deeper our love grows for Him. The more we love
Him, the more we desire to talk to Him, and the more
we actually talk to Him. In prayer, we communicate
our thankfulness for all that God is in and of
Himself, and all that He has done. In prayer, we
share our love for God, our hope in Him. While God
primarily speaks to us through His written word, in
prayer God shares with us His presence, His power,
His peace, and His purpose for our lives.

Prayer is Communication Within a Relationship

Do we want to have a more vibrant love
relationship with the Lord? If the answer is yes, then
experience that vibrant love relationship through
direct communication with God. The depth and
vibrancy of our love relationship with God has direct
relationship to the depth and vibrancy of our prayer
life. Prayer normally takes the form of words. In
speaking prayer words to God, we should generally
avoid the continuous repetition of words and phrases
we have copied from someone else and that have lost
personal meaning. Jesus Christ taught us, as He
introduced the model prayer, Matthew 6:7, “And
when you pray,do not use vain repetitions as the
heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for
their many words.” The words we do utter should
normally cover a vast array of thoughts and emotions
that we experience in our everyday life. In prayer,
God desires to hear from the real us. He desires
genuine communication. No love relationship will
grow if there is never honest communication
between the two parties in the relationship. We know
that God has communicated to us in absolute
perfection through His Son and His written Word.
Now we are called by Him to bring before Him
every need, every desire, every temptation, every

hurt, every joy, every victory, everything. A great
paraphrase of Philippians 4:6 is, “worry about
nothing, pray about everything.”

Why Pray?

Numerous pastors have been asked the simple
and direct question, “Why pray?” Volumes have been
written in answer to this question. These volumes on
prayer contain many wonderful reasons to pray.

We Love God

We Love God is the foundational reason for
prayer. We all have people that we love deeply and
that we love to talk with regularly. We pray to God
because we want to communicate with the One we
love. While it is not improper to pray to the second
and third person of the Godhead, we primarily pray
to the first person of the Godhead, God the Father.
We learn this in the model prayer found in Matthew
6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4. The model prayer begins,
“Our Father in heaven.” We pray to our loving
Father, our Abba Father, because we love Him. This
is the first and most important reason for prayer.

A helpful exercise is to list four people that you
love and that you love to talk to on a regular basis.
Under each name on your list, describe the types of
things you discuss with them. Then explain how love
is communicated between the two of you in the
course of your conversations.

Now examine how this conversation compares
to your times of prayer with your Father in heaven. Is
your prayer life as intimate and love filled as your
conversations with the four special people on your
list? Deuteronomy 6:5 “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your strength.” Prayer is telling God how much
you love Him with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your strength.



The Great Humiliation
And Exaltation Of Our
Lord Jesus Christ

Philippians 2:5-11

By:
Elder James Cason

Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church




Philippians is one of the prison epistles that
the Apostle Paul wrote from Rome. It has been
called the epistle of Joy resulting from the apostle’s
frequent use of the terms Joy and Rejoice, thereby
teaching us without explicitly saying it that our
circumstances should not dictate our Joy in the
Lord. I’'m sure that Paul would much rather have
been a guest in the home of one of his many
Christian friends, enjoying a nice chicken dinner,
than to be shackled to a rough Roman prison guard
even though he was allowed to live in his own
rented house. But he knew that God had put him
there for a purpose as he said in Acts 23:11 “Be of
good cheer, Paul: For as thou hast testified of me in
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at
Rome.” Paul was the prime example of his own
words in Philippians 1:29 “For unto you it is given
in the behalf of the Christ, not only to believe on
him but also to suffer for his sake.”

After introductory remarks in chapter one,
the apostle comes quickly to an exhortation for
Christian humility, citing Christ as the great
example, “Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus” (Verse 5).

In the course of this exhortation, he gives one
of the most important scriptures on the incarnation
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the purpose and result
of 1t, in the entire Bible. Verses.6-8 have been
rightly called his great humiliation or his kenosis
(emptying of himself), and then verses 9-11 His
great exaltation.

I. His original state

First, we see Christ in eternity with God the
Father. Christ Jesus “who, being in the form of
God...” (Verse 6) simply means that this was His
original state of being before His incarnation. He
was God from eternity. He was the Word who was

with God the Father in the beginning: “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God” (John 1:1-2).

This doesn't mean the beginning of God, of
course, but the beginning of creation. “All things
were made by Him, and without Him was not
anything made that was made” (John 1:3) and
Genesisl:1 “In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.”

Jesus was not a created being as the early
Arians taught and some latter-day Arian cults teach
today, but he was the eternal son of God, who
Himself created all things. Anyone who denies
Jesus’ eternal sonship is treading on dangerous and
heretical ground. If Jesus is not God come in
human flesh, He cannot be our Savior, for salvation
is of the Lord. A created being cannot create a
universe much less save a soul from sin and death.

Next, Christ Jesus “thought it not robbery to
be equal with God” (Philippians 2:6b). What does
that mean? I think it means that Jesus had every
right to claim equality with God, for in- deed He
was equal with God — being the Word of God.
Jesus was not diminishing the Father’s glory in any
degree by claim- ing equality with Him. He said in
John 10:30 “I and my Father are one.” Being in the
form of God was our Lord Jesus Christ’s original
state with God the Father.

I1. His Humiliation

But here in verse 7, we see His great
self-humbling or humiliation — He humbled
Himself. He “made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men.”

10



He voluntarily left that high estate of glory
with His Father that He enjoyed from all eternity
and came down to be lightly es- teemed by His
creatures when He appeared among them. John
1:11 states “He came unto His own and his own
received him not...” The majority of the Jewish
nation did not esteem Him for who He really was —
the Son of God! Isaiah 53:3 states, “He is despised
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed
him not.”

He “took upon Him the form of a servant”
(Verse 7b). Jesus said in Luke 22:27, “I am among
you as He that serveth.” In John 13:9-10 He gave
the apostles the example of foot-washing to
illustrate how the disciples were to serve one
another and said in John 13:16 “The servant is not
greater than his lord, neither he that is sent greater
than he that sent him.” Jesus is greatest because He
came to serve His people.

He “was made in the likeness of men” (Verse
7¢). He looked like the average Jewish man, or
maybe not as handsome, because His face was
marred from the suffering He experienced even
before his crucifixion. Isaiah 53:2 states that
“There is no beauty that we should desire him.”
Isaiah 52:14 notes that “his vis- age was so marred
more than any man, and his form more than the
sons of men.” Suffice it to say that he did not look
any- thing like the handsome effeminate looking
man depicted by latter day artists.

He “was made in the likeness of men” (Verse
7¢). He became a man like us with a human nature.
He thirsted — He hungered — got tired —slept. He
did everything as all humans do except sin.

He could identify with the infirmity of men.
He was tempted in all points like we are yet
without sinning (cf. Hebrews 4:15). And this is
what is meant by “made himself of no reputation”
or emptied himself as some translate the Greek
kenoo.

Not that He emptied Himself of Godhood or
the attributes He had as God equal to His Father,
but He veiled His glory in human flesh. A line
from the Christmas carol “Hark the Herald An-
gels Sing” says it well: “Veiled in flesh the
Godhead see, Hail the incarnate deity.” His glory
was veiled in human flesh so that most people
didn’t recognize who He really was, God’s Son and
indeed God in human flesh. However, they should
have recognized Him because of His works —

miracles, teaching, and Old Testament Prophecy
(cf. John 10:37-38).

On one occasion on the Mount of
Transfiguration, Peter, James, and John saw His
Glory (cf. Matthew17:2). And we have a
descriptive picture of Him in His glorified body in
Revelation 1:13-16.

II1. The Purpose of His Self-Humiliation

“And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). He took on
flesh so He could suffer for the sins of others—the
ultimate Servant. John 15:13 states, “Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.” Jesus is the friend of sinners. He
said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance” (Luke 5:32). And the Apostle Paul
said, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:8).

11



He came for the express purpose of dying in
place of His people — the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world. And He was obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross. In doing so
He paid the ransom price for our sins. Redemption
was the purpose of His self-humiliation. He
accomplished salvation for His people on the cross.

IV. The Blessed Result of His Self-Humiliation

Because of his triumphant victory, God has
exalted Him to the highest glory (cf. Philippians
2:9). He has been exalted back to His rightful place
at the right hand of God. This is what He prayed
for in John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou
me with thine own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was.”

This prayer has now been answered and He
has returned to His Father having the full weight of
glory of having redeemed all the ones the Father
gave to Him and without the loss of even one.
Hallelujah! Praise God!

“And given him a name which is above every
name” (Philippians 2:9b). His name is Jesus, which
means Savior for He has saved His people from
their sins (cf. Matthew 1:21). It is the name above
every other because the one who has this name is
the only way to God. In John 14:6 Jesus said, “I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.” And Peter says in Acts
4:12 “Neither 1s there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.” This is
the reason the name of Jesus is so prized among
true Christians. It is the sweetest name we know
and those who use this lovely name in vain will not
be held guiltless.

V. The Wonderful Crescendo

Philippians 2:10-11 states “That at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth; And that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”

Because of His magnificent work of salvation
and victory over sin and death and now high
exaltation, every knee will bow to Him, and every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Everyone, saint and sinner, saved and not
saved, will bow at the name of Jesus at that great
day of God’s judgment. The word “should” as used
here doesn’t mean they “ought to but may not,” as
we normally use it. But it means all will bow.
Romans 14:11 confirms this stating “For it is
written, As I live saith the Lord, every knee shall
bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to
God.” From Isaiah 45:23.

People will either bow now in repentance and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, or they will bow in
judgment at the judgment seat of Christ: “as it is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Listen to Paul at Mars
Hill in Acts 17:31 “Because he [God] has
appointed a day, in which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he has
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all
men, in that he hath raised Him from the dead.”
That man is the God- Man, now glorified and
coming again in power and glory. That day is not
far off, Revelation 22:20 Jesus says, “surely I come
quickly,” and the true believer responds, “Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

12
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Annual Meeting

Saturday, October 8, 2022
10:30 AM
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church



The delegates from supporting churches of
Discipling Ministries International [DMI] will
meet at the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church on
Saturday, October 8, 2022 at 10:30 am. This is the
annual business meeting required by the DMI
by-laws. The key business item on the agenda will
be the election of Board members to fill a two-year
term. Other important items on the agenda include
the receiving of the financial report for the past
year. We also hope to have Bro. Alexander [Sasha]
Malov with us via Zoom. Lord willing, Bro. Sasha
will give information about what is currently going
on in the Ukraine.

On behalf of the Board, we give glory to God
for His blessings upon our ministry this past year.
We have seen His great hand of providence in the
lives of our Brothers and Sisters in the Ukraine,
who are enduring great affliction because of this
war. We especially want to thank all of you who
have prayed for the church in the Ukraine and have
given financially to help ease the great

humanitarian crises that is currently going on there.

Again, Lord willing, another trip is being
planned for October 31 through November 10.
This trip will be a medical mission trip. This team
will carry medical supplies and set up clinics in
several places. There are so many people who need
medical attention and we hope to help in some
way.

One of the great needs we have now is for
funds to buy medications that will be purchased
upon arrival in the Ukraine. Those traveling will
also take over-the counter medicines with them.
Below are some items that are needed. If your
church would consider collecting these items:
Multivitamins for adults and children, Bandages,
Band-Aids, tape, Ace wraps, Compression hose in
various sizes, coloring books, small boxes of

crayons, OTC’S- Eye drops, allergy meds (Allegra,
Zyrtec, etc.), Prilosec or other antacids, head lice
treatment, Benadryl, topical like Benadryl,
Nystatin, hydrocortisone, antifungal, ASA,
Tylenol, Aleve, etc.

Please continue to keep the people of the
Ukraine in prayer. With winter approaching, many
in the areas where the frontlines of battles will
struggle to have heat in their homes. Pray also for
wisdom for Bro. Sasha and other leaders who have
to make decisions on where the funds raised for
humanitarian needs will go to.

Look at our website for the most up-to-date
information. It is, www.disciplingministries.org.

Thanks again for all your prayers and financial
support!

Elder Dean Robbins, President
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Obituaries

DEAL, Jean Elaine Hughes -
August 19, 1937 to August 24, 2022.

Former member of Lake Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Patterson GA.
(Widow of Elder Allison D. Deal)

ILER, Eva Allen Pitts -
March 9, 1932 to August 30, 2022.
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, GA.

Revelation 14:13
Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me,
""Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' "
""Yes," says the Spirit, "'that they may rest from their labors,

and their works follow them."



STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

« We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

- We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

- We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



