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Redemption &

Reflection

By:
Elder Dean Robbins



who does the will of God lives forever” (1 John
2:15-17).

The following article is part 3 of a 3 part series that is taken
from my sermon given at this year’s Southern States Bible
Conference. The theme for this Conference was “To God Be

B . e, The issue with sin, with respect to one being

the Glory.” My presentation was on the subject, “God’s

, an image-bearer of God, is that one seeks happiness
Glory Reflected in Man.” - WDRJr.

in everything other than in God. I present a

challenge to you. The challenge is to read the entire

book of Ecclesiastes and to come away with good

Vexation of Spirit [Striving against the wind], . . .
pirit | 535 ] feelings about yourself in your natural state. This

is how Sol ibes a life li th
is how Solomon describes a life lived under the book is the proverbial dark cloud that follows you. It

b f sin. Such a life is i ible with
ondage of sin. Such a life is incompatible with our speaks of the vanity of life apart from fellowship

lling to b flecti f the ¢l f . Th
calling to be a reflection of the glory of God © with God. So, the great dilemma here is that man

reason for this is that man, in his fallen state and Lo
[left in his sinful, unconverted state]| cannot be the

under bondage to sin, seeks to satisfy his own lusts. .
5 Y image-bearer that he was created to be and therefore

This is b ht out in Sol ’ ds found i
15 15 brought out I >olomon s words found in he cannot be the reflection of the glory of God that

Ecclesiastes 2:11: “Then I looked on all the work
ceiestastes et looked ona © WOrKS God intended for Him to be.

that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I

had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and But, praise the LORD one is not left in this

vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the dismal state where they are “striving against the

»

sun. wind.” God has graciously made provision for the

vanity of life to be replaced by a life that is of great

1 f he labor of his h
Solomon confesses the labor of his hands are value. This life of great value is founded upon the

vanity because they were labors given to satisfy his plan of God to redeem fallen man.

own selfish desires. Under such circumstances, he

came to realize his life had no real meaning. Such
vexation of spirit was antithetical for him being
what God intended for him to be; which was a

reflection of the glory of God.

The apostle John provides further insight into
Solomon’s dilemma when he writes, “Do not love

the world nor the things in the world. If anyone

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is

not from the Father, but is from the world. The

world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one

In God’s plan for the redemption of a certain
known and number of man-kind, He has made
provision for man to regain the righteousness
needed to reflect His glory. We see this provision in
these words of Solomon: “Let us hear the whole
conclusion of the matter, fear God and keep His
command- ments” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). What I
contend is this ability to fear God and to keep His
commandments is only made possible because of the
accomplishment and application of Christ’s
redemptive work in our lives. Paul writing to the
church at Galatia said: “But when the fullness of the

time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a



woman, born under the Law, so that He might
redeem those who were under the Law, that we
might receive the adoption as sons. Because you are
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" (Galatians 4:4-6).

Here we have both the thought of redemption
accomplished and redemption applied. Redemption
is accomplished by the sinless Son of God dying on
the cross of Calvary; making atonement for our sins.
Having made atonement for our sins, we receive the

adoption as sons.

Our sins have been forgiven. The finished
work of Christ Jesus upon the cross has made it
possible once again for man to be what he was
created to be; a son who is able to reflect the glory of
His Father. This possibility becomes a reality when
the Spirit of the Son quickens us. Because you are
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Such a cry of
“Abba Father” is proof there exist in us the imputed

righteousness of Christ.

Through the on-going work of the Spirit
working in us, to conform us to the image of Christ,
we are enabled to shine as lights in this dark world.
Jesus speaking to his disciples said, “Let Your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven”
(Matthew 5:16). Letting our “light so shine...” is
synonymous with this principle of reflecting the
glory of God. When we fear God and when we keep
his commandments, are we not doing good works

that glorify God?

Paul writing to the church at Corinth said,
“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). Just as the sun
must shine for the moon be seen, so must we be
redeemed by the Son of God so that we may shine as
lights in the sin-darkened world. We are light

shines, we are reflections of the glory of God.

The righteousness lost by Adam’s fall into sin
prevents one from reflecting the glory of God. But
what was lost by the first Adam’s disobedience in
the Garden, the second Adam regained by his active
and passive obedience. By Jesus’ active obedience in
keeping the entirety of the law and his passive
obedience in becoming obedient unto the death of
the cross he has redeemed us. Having redeemed us,

he has also given to us His righteousness.

So, the question: how do we practically reflect
the glory of God? Solomon tells us. He writes, Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
God, and keep his commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man (Ecclesiastes 12:13. This was
man’s duty before the fall. It continues to be man’s
duty after the fall. When man is redeemed by Christ
and regenerated by the Holy Spirit, he then can
fulfill the purpose for which he was created. He can
reflect or manifest the glory of God because he now
has regained the righteousness lost by Adam’s

disobedience.

We reflect the glory of God when we fear God.
A proper fear of God results when we come to
understand and have a zealous appreciation of the

glory of God. Our possession of this fear of God is



only made possible by the accomplishment and
application of God’s great redemptive plan. We fear
God by loving God with all our heart, soul and body.
We fear God when we live in holiness before him.
The writer of Hebrews said, “Follow peace with all
men, and holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord:” (Hebrews 12:14).

“Without holiness, no man shall see the
LORD.” Holiness is not a suggestion, but rather a
requirement. A proper fear of God involves our
belief in and complete surrender to the Son of God.
One cannot reflect the glory of God if they deny the
Son of God. Fearing God means to fear the Son of
God. You cannot say you reverence the Father and at
the same time fail to exalt the Son of God by giving

Him your worship and your life. We must Fear God.

Then the passage says, Keep His
commandments. We must keep the commandments
of the Lord. Keeping his commandments is the
outward manifestation of the presence of an inward
righteousness. The existence of this righteousness is
only possible through Christ Jesus. Jesus only could
keep the laws of God perfectly and so the
righteousness we have is His righteousness. We
desire to keep His commandments out of our love
for Christ. Jesus said, “if ye love me, keep my

commandments” (John 14:15).

The Creator has recreated us. He has shined in
our hearts to give us the knowledge of the glory of
God. Why? It is so we can be a reflection of the glory
of God.

As the redeemed of the Lord, are you

reflecting the glory of God? Look at your life. Are

you striving against the wind? Or, are you fulfilling
your duty to fear God and to keep his

commandments?

To God be the glory for redeeming us and
giving us spiritual life whereby we can come to
Christ and thereby realize the purpose for which we
were created. We were created as image-bearers to

be a reflection of the glory of God. Amen!

“God glorifies Himself toward the creature also in two ways:
1. By appearing to...their understanding. 2. In
communicating Himself to their hearts, and in their
rejoicing and delighting in and enjoying the manifestations
which He makes of Himself... God is glorified not only by
His glory being seen, but by its being rejoiced in. When those
that see it delight in it, God is more glorified than if they
only see it. His glory is then received by the whole soul, both
by the understanding and by the heart.”

Jonathan Edwards



The Beauty
Of Holiness

By:
Arthur W. Pink
(1886 - 1952)




“Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness”

Psalm 29:2

Holiness is the antithesis of sin, and the
beauty of holiness is the direct contrast from the
ugliness of sin. Sin is a deformity, a monstrosity. Sin
is repulsive, repellant to the infinitely pure God: that
is why He selected leprosy, the most loathsome and
horrible of all diseases, to de its emblem. When the
prophet was Divinely inspired to depict the
condition of degenerate Israel it was in these words,
“From the sole of the foot unto the head there is no
soundness to it; but wounds, and bruises, and
putrefying sores” (Isaiah 1:6). O that sin was
sickening and hateful to us: not really its grosser
forms, but sin itself. At the opposite from the
hideousness of sin is “the beauty of holiness.”
Holiness is lovely in the site of God: necessarily so.
It is the reflection of His nature, for He is “glorious
in holiness” (Exodus 15:11). O that it may be
increasingly attractive to and earnestly sought after
by us. Perhaps the simplest way of bringing out the
beauty of holiness will be to contrast it from the

beauties of time and sense.

IMPERCEPTIBLE TO THE NATURAL MAN

First, the beauty of holiness is imperceptible to
the natural man, and therein it differs radically from
the beauties of mere nature. He can behold and
admire a lovely glen, the softly flowing river, the
mountain pines, the rushing waterfall; but for the
excellency of spiritual graces he has no eyes. He
regards one who (by grace) meekly submits to sore

trials as a milksop. He looks upon one who denies

self for Christ's sake as a fool. He considers the man
who adheres strictly to the narrow way as one who
misses the best of this life. The natural man is
totally incapable of discerning the excellency of that
which is of great price in the sight of God. Do some
think we are starting this too strongly? Then let
them be reminded of the solemn fact that when the
Holy One tabernacled here upon earth the
unregenerate saw in Him "no beauty" that they
should desire Him (Isaiah 53:2); and it is the same
today. God must remove the scales from the eyes of
our heart before we can perceive that holiness is

beautiful.

REAL AND GENUINE

Second, the beauty of holiness is real and
genuine, and therein it differs radically from much of
the beauty which is seen in this world. How much
that appeals to the gaze of the natural man is
artificial and fictitious. How much human beauty is
made up, the product of the artifices of the salon.
Even when physical beauty is natural, how rarely it
is accompanied by the moral virtues. No wonder our
forefathers were accustomed to say—*“Beauty is but
skin deep.” Not so the beauty of holiness: it is
rooted in the inner man, and sheds its purifying
influence over the entire being. “Favour is deceitful,
and beauty is vain" (Proverbs 31:30). But holiness
disappoints not its possessor, for its beauty is
spiritual and Divine. True, it has many counterfeits
in the religious world, yet the genuine article has a

ring to it which the godly cannot mistake.



ABIDING

Third, the beauty of holiness is abiding, and
therein it differs radically from all the beauty of the
earth. The wooded glen, whose varied tints are so
pleasing in the summer sunlight, is leafless and drab
when winter comes. The glorious sunset which
human skill can neither produce nor adequately
reproduce disappears within a few minutes. The
fairest human countenance quickly withers: “all her
beauty is departed” (Lamentations 1:6). Even when
it is preserved to the end of a short life—“Their
beauty shall consume in the grave’ (Psalms 49:14).
Yes, change and decay in all around we see. The only
beauty which is unfading and everlasting is the
beauty of holiness. The fruit of the Spirit will never
lose its bloom: spiritual graces shall endure after
this poor world has gone up in smoke. How
fervently, then, should we pray—“Let the beauty of
the Lord our God be upon us” (Psalms 90:17).

SATISFYING

Forth, the beauty of holiness is satisfying, and
herein it differs radically from the beauty of the
things of lime and sense. Sooner or later they either
pall on one or else leave an aching void. Take the
globe-trotter who journeys east and west, north and
south, seeking fresh scenes. How soon he tires,
discovering that the loveliest landscape cannot
supply contentment of mind and peace of heart. Man
is more than a material creature, and therefore it
requires something else than material things—no
matter how beautiful—to meet his needs. It is the
things of the Spirit which alone afford satisfaction.
“Godliness with contentment is great gain”

(1 Timothy 6:6). True, the Christian is never

satisfied with his own holiness: rather does he
continue to hunger and thirst after righteousness to
the end of his wilderness journey. Nevertheless, the
holier we are—the closer we walk with God—the
more real rest of soul shall we enjoy. And the
blessed sequel will demonstrate the contrast still
more plainly: instead of discovering that we have
only chased the shadows, the Christian has the
assurance: “I shall be satisfied, when I awake with
thy likeness” (Psalms 17:15).

GLORIFYING TO GOD

Fifth, the beauty of holiness is glorifying to
God, and therein it differs radically from much of
human beauty. To glorify his Maker is the bounden
duty of man, and nothing honours Him so much as
our walking in separation from all that is displeasing
to Him. But alas, physical charms and spiritual
graces are rarely found in the same persons. A
notable example of this is seen in the case of
Absalom, of whom it is recorded: “In all Israel there
was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his
beauty: from the sole of his foot even to the crown
of his head there was no blemish in him” (2 Samuel
14:25); yet he feared not God and he perished in his
sins. How many a women has used her personal
attractions to entice men rather man magnify God.
How many a well-proportioned and handsome man
has employed his gifts for self-glorification rather
than the praise of God. But the beauty of holiness

ever redounds to the honour of its Author.

“O worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness.” This is the only kind of beauty which the
Lord cares for in our devotions. “Godliness is to the

soul as the light is to the world, to illustrate and



adorn it. It is not greatness which sets us off before
God, but goodness” (Thomas Watson). Ornate
architecture and costliness of apparel God delights
not in. It is the loveliness of inward purity and
outward sanctity that pleases the thrice Holy One.
Sincerity of heart, fervour of spirit, reverence of
demeanour, the exercise of faith, the outgoings of
love, are some of the elements which comprise the

“beauty of holiness” in our worship.

(Editor’s Note: This article is copied from the April, 1992,
issue of The Free Grace Broadcaster, published by Mt. Zion
Publications, Pensacola, Florida. More than likely, it was
originally published in Pink’s monthly magazine, Studies in

the Scriptures. EP)



The Electric Fence

To Keep Us In

By:
Brother Bill Jones

(This Article Includes “Luther & Justification By Faith”
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My cousin began shimmying, shook his shotgun in the air, and let out a yelp that sounded like a turkey
gobble. We were walking through a section of tall grass and I was afraid a snake had bitten him. But, as I
cautiously stepped closer, I saw a thin wire in a clear spot about two feet off the ground. The shock of

walking into an electric fence caused his gyrations.

Several years later, I discovered what he felt like when I cut across our neighbor’s cow pasture. The electric
fence that surrounded the pasture was clearly visible so I easily avoided walking into it. One spot had
insulators in the three wires as a “gate.” The insulators formed handgrips you could move from one side and

hang on the other while you went through.

But, I didn’t notice that on one insulator the wire wrapped around the end, as it should, but there was an
extra inch that curled behind the handle. As I grabbed the insulator to open the gate, I touched that
protruding piece, got a good jolt, and quickly dropped it. I don’t think I shimmied, but a yelp or two did

escape.

An electric fence keeps animals in a pasture, most of the time. The strands of wire attached to insulators on
stick-like fiberglass posts are less expensive than a full fence and are simple to rearrange when necessary.
The shock received when the animal touches the wire is usually enough to keep them contained (My cousin

and I understand why.)

But, having observed the cows next door, I can say sometimes they will suffer for an instant to gain what
they want. Once, I watched a calf stand before the fence, hesitate, and then walk back and forth a bit,
appearing to be making a go-no go decision. Then, he stuck his head down, pushed his nose through,

stretched the wires out, and walked through with a jerky motion as the intermittent jolts hit him. After

coming through the other side, he shook himself from head to toe like a retriever coming out of the water,
then put his head down and started munching the clump of grass that had apparently been his target outside

the fence.

One night my wife, Sharon, and I heard clomping around the side steps. When I opened the door to check,
two huge eyes stared back at me. The full-grown cow the eyes belonged to moved toward the open door and
since I didn’t want a cow in the house, I yelled and slammed the door. That night the animal apparently

decided to leave the pasture and meet the neighbors, no matter how painful the shock of the fence might be.

Christians are sometimes described as being like sheep, but, from those incidents, it seems we can be like

cows too. God’s Word gives us boundaries, and the Holy Spirit guides us to stay within them.

Yet, like the cows, we sometimes push our way through anyway. We think we must get to that greener grass

promised on the other side. But, rather than barreling through the boundaries, our responsibility is to take

11



heed of the first tingle in our conscience, or especially react to the shock that makes us shimmy and yelp a
bit, and turn around, and stay “inside the pasture.” After all, God’s pasture has the greenest grass and is the

safest and most secure place to be.
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures...”
Psalms 23:1:2
“Iwill both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety. .”

Psalms 4:8

Luther And Justification By Faith

Martin Luther challenged the Roman Catholic church on their teaching that Faith in Christ alone was
insufficient to declare the sinner just before God. His confrontation with the Church over this doctrine is
recognized by historians as the principle cause for the Protestant Reformation. We give thanks to God
raising up men like Luther who looked to the Scriptures alone for their pursuit of the truth. May we too

follow his example. The following are Luther’s words concerning the doctrine of Justification:

When the article of justification has fallen, everything has fallen... This is the chief article from which all other doctrines have
flowed... It alone begets, nourishes, builds, preserves, and defends the church of God; and without it the church of God cannot

exist for one hour. [It is] the master and prince, the lord and ruler, and the judge over all kinds of doctrines.

Now the article of justification, which is our sole defense, not only against all the force and craft of man, but also against the

gates of hell, is this: that by faith only in Christ, and without works, we are pronounced righteous and saved.

12



News From
The Churches




METTER CHURCH
Metter, GA

Summer has come and gone quickly. Now we’re back into regular routine of activities. This year we had a
One Day VBS. It went very well with good attendance. Youth had a wonderful week at Hillview Youth Camp.
Fathers were recognized on Father’s Day in June. All ladies sang special for them during worship service.
Celebrated our church’s 118th Anniversary/Homecoming on July 15th. Candle light- ing memorial was had
for three members that have gone to their heavenly home. Bro. Mike and Sister Kathy were presented
corsages in appreciation for their service. All enjoyed covered dish lunch after service. The Lord continues to
bless our church body; spiritually, physically, financially and in fellowship. We are very thankful for all His
blessings! Our church was truly blessed to host two presentations during Music Workshop week: “A Picture
of Calvary’ and the Sacred Concert. Such a great blessing was received by all. We are saddened by the
passing of our dear brother, Elder Wayne Gibbs. He was a wonderful servant of the Lord. Funeral services
were held at our church August 23rd. You are all invited to worship with us during our Fall Meeting,
October 9, 10, 11 at 7:00 pm each evening. Elder Lee Chambers will be our guest minister. Please pray for
him and for our meeting. Please be in prayer for all teachers, school and college students as they begin a new
year. May God bless with a good, safe year.

(Linda Wallace, Reporter)

RAMAH CHURCH
Barnesville, GA

Ramah Church invites you to our Fall Meeting October 23, 24 and 25. Elder Emerson Proctor will be our
guest preacher, with services beginning at 7:00 PM each evening and a covered dish dinner on October 25 at
6:00 PM. Please join us if you are able and unite with us in prayer for Brother Proctor, that our worship and
fellowship will be pleasing and glorifying to our Lord. Many visitors joined us for our annual Homecoming
Service on August 12, when Brother Kurt preached the dangers of being a lukewarm church. Our church
can’t be a closed system but must have an outside source of power — we need more Jesus! Ramah Church
has been humbled by the letters we have received from our sister churches informing us that they are
praying for us. Realizing the importance of prayer, we have devoted a special time each Sunday to pray for
our sister churches as well. Approaching the throne of grace on behalf of others is a privilege we should
never neglect. May God grant revival not only in our denomination, but also in His church around the world.

(Sharon White, Reporter)




BROOKLET CHURCH
Brooklet, GA

On October 9,2018, the Brooklet Primitive Baptist Church will host the Lower Canoochee Association. We
hope this will be a Spirit led meeting. Make plans now to attend. May the Lord continue to Bless all who

serve Him.

(Waunetta Dominy & Linda Futch, Reporters)

REMINDER:

Information for the 2019 Church Directory has been mailed out to Pastors and Clerks. Please return these as
soon as possible. We hope to mail the Directories out before the first of the year. If you did not receive

information, please contact Elder Pat McCoy.

Banner Herald Directory
C/0O Elder Pat McCoy
P. O. Box 69 Culloden, GA. 31016-0069
Phone: (478) 994-2558

Email: pm4dmi@outlook.com



mailto:pm4dmi@outlook.com
mailto:pm4dmi@outlook.com

*

Ination

*

News From

=
O
-
VU
A
Q
=
-

v@wé &5 .f..

N 4 B 2 R

3 5 ot
e A,




BRI D vy A N—" -

New Clerk Information Available For Supply
Metter Primitive Baptist Church Elder Howard Rushing
Linda Wallace 7145 Burkhalter Rd.
11643 Portal Hwy. Statesboro, GA 30461
Metter, GA 30439 (912)-682-2678
912-685-2075 hrushing56 @ ¢mail.com

lwallace @ pineland.net

Elder John L. Tillman
756 S. 3rd Street
Jesup, GA 31545

(912)-427-9029
elderjohnl @bellsouth.net

Brushy Creek Primitive Baptist Church
Dr. Melise Bunker
579 Brushy Creek Rd.
Ocilla, GA 31774

dmbunker @earthlink.com

Prayer Request
DMI Mission Trip
October 22 - November 1
Please keep Elders Pat McCoy, Craig DeLoach, and Dean Robbins in prayer as they travel to the Ukraine.

These pastors will be participating in a Conference with Ukrainian Pastors and Lay Leaders. 17
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Upcoming Association Meetings

LOWER CANOOCHEE ASSOCIATION
Brooklet Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, GA
October 9, 2018, 10:00am

BETHEL ASSOCIATION
Beards Creek Primitive Baptist Church, Glennville, GA
October 16, 2018, 10:00am

OCHLOCKNEE ASSOCIATION
Ozark Primitive Baptist Church, Ozark, AL
October 12-13, 2018, 10:00am

BRUSHY CREEK UNION
Henderson Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Ocilla, GA
October 23-24, 2018, 10:30am

Progressive Primitive Baptist Library & Archives
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LIBR

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator

8 South Zetterower Avenue
Statesboro, GA 30458
(912)-489-5762

Send donations to:
PPB Library & Archives
PO. Box 784
Statesboro, GA 30459
(Donations are tax deductible)




Discipling Ministries International

September marked the 25th anniversary of Discipling Ministries International’s ministry in Ukraine.
September 16, 1993 we stepped out of a plane in Kiev Ukraine for the first time and entered an
unforgettable realm of ministry. Since then over 35 trips have been made to minister to people of
Ukraine. The Lord has blessed us to minister to the physical and spiritual needs

of thousands of people.

It is refreshing to visit with pastors who believe and serve the sovereign God of the Universe. They
proclaim salvation through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God. They
believe and preach that man is saved by that blood only and not by our good works. These brothers
are burdened to preach this gospel of salvation throughout all Ukraine. It has been or privilege to

assist them financially and with encouragement from time to time.

On October 22 Elders Craig DeLoach, Pat McCoy, and Dean Robbins will make a trip to Ukraine to
meet with a group of 50 pastors and church ministry leaders. The greatest joy is being a part of this
ministry. Being able to meet with them to learn of their ministries and be an encouragement to them
throughout the years. This month we will be meeting with this group and God willing we will be able

to strengthen them as the Lord leads us.

We will also be dedicating a new Church building. This congregation has been blessed with the
provision of land by a member of the church, materials provided by contributions from DMI, and he

labor from the members of the church. More on this next month.

If you would feel led to assist us in this ministry so these pastors can continue to labor full time in
their ministry and more congregations can build a sanctuary for themselves

please send your contributions to:

DM],
PO. Box 69,
Culloden, GA 31016.

Thank You,

Elder Pat McCoy
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Obituaries

BEATY, Betty Jean Ellis -
July 23, 1931 to September 17, 2018.
Mountain View Primitive Baptist Church, Rainsville, Alabama.
(Widower of Elder Khomer Beaty)

DURRENCE, Irene Dasher -
May 30, 1927 to September 13, 2018.
Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church, Bellville, Georgia.

KNIGHT, Horace Eugene -
February 13, 1935 to August 7, 2018.
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia.

SMITH, William David (Billy) -
December 7, 1933 to September 7, 2018.
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

YOUMANS, Joanne Jones -
July 11, 1932 to June 4, 2018.
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me,
O LORD God of truth.

Psalm 31:5




STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald
subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith.
The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,
and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus Christ.
We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is
an example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord's Supper but such as are called by God and come under the
imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be
raised, changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God,
to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised,
soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.



