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Elder Craig DeLoach
Pastor of
Hardwick Primitive Baptist Church
(Milledgeville, GA)




BACKGROUND

The Twentieth chapter of The Acts of the
Apostles is particularly fascinating. It is a
fascinating chapter because the Apostle Paul puts
forward an impassioned, personal estimation of
his ministry. As we join him in verse 13, he is on
the final leg of what is known as his third
missionary journey. We learn in verse 16 that he
is motivated by an intense desire to reach
Jerusalem for the day of Pentecost. Paul's
decision to bypass Ephesus and harbor in Miletus
was most likely due to time constraints. It is
possible that the apostle's stay at Miletus was
going to be a little longer than initially
anticipated. That being the case, Paul calls for the
Ephesian elders to meet with him there.

Once the elders have arrived at Miletus and
are in Paul's presence, the apostle delivers what
has become known as his farewell speech to
them. This farewell speech contains several
important elements. It is obvious that Paul was
concerned about the Ephesian church and her
leadership, and he wanted to be certain they
understood these concerns. The first thing he did,
however, was to have them recall his manner
while he was among them; that is to say, how he
conducted himself at all times. He reminds them
how his ministry among them never deviated as
he served the Lord ". .. with all humility of

mind, and with many tears, and temptations,

which befell me by the lying in wait of the
Jews" (Acts 20:19).

The next thing Paul reminds them of is his
manner of preaching and teaching and

emphasizes that he kept back nothing that was

profitable to them, ". . . but have shewed you and

have taught you publickly, and from house to

house. Testifying both to the Jews, and also to

the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:20 -21).

Paul would preach to anyone and everyone and

in any forum and at any time. Paul, therefore,
preached and/or taught publicly and privately,
and his message was the message of repentance
and faith in Jesus Christ. Paul preached the
whole counsel of God (See verse 27).

The Ephesians, therefore, have all the
information they need to resist evil and live their
lives in a manner that will glorify God. This fact
allows Paul to adamantly declare that'...I am
pure from the blood of all men. For I have not

shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God" (Acts 20:26-27). This is reminiscent of
Ezekiel 33. Thus, he says in verse 31, "Therefore

watch, and remember, that by the space of three

years I ceased not to warn every one night and

day with tears." Warn them about what? He tells

them in verses 29-30, "For I know this, that after

my departing shall grievous wolves enter in

among you not sparing the flock. Also of your

own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse

things, to draw away disciples after them."

This brings us to the verse that I believe is
the most important in Paul's farewell and, also,
the verse that is most pertinent to us today. I am
speaking of verse 28. That is the verse this article
will focus on. There the Apostle Paul exhorts the
elders to, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the




church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood."

INTRODUCTION

This portion of Paul's message to the elders
is in the nature of a charge. A charge by definition
means to place upon a body or individual a
solemn oath, duty, or responsibility. It is of
importance to note that a charge is usually
delivered by someone with authority and is,
therefore, in the nature of a command. Paul's
charge to the Ephesian elders was just that. He
was placing upon these men a solemn

responsibility.

These elders had been set apart for their
office by a solemn proceeding. It was probably
similar to the manner in which Paul and
Barnabas had been set apart in Acts 13. You will
recall verse 2 of chapter 13 where it reads, "As
they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the
Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and

Saul for the work whereunto I have called
them. And when they had fasted and prayed,
and laid their hands on them, they sent them

away.” Paul's charge was focused on the health,
well-being and security of God's people.

Every Christian should pay close attention
to Paul's charge to these Ephesian elders because
of several perpetually applicable elements he
charges them to keep.

PAUL CHARGES THE ELDERS TO
HEED UNTO THEMSELVES

Paul begins his charge by concentrating on

the duties of the elders. He reminds them in the

first instance to "Take heed therefore unto

yourselves" (Verse 28). What does Paul mean by

this? Strong's definition has it this way: "to pay
attention to, be cautious about, apply oneself to,
adhere to, attend, beware." Sometimes it helps to
look at other Bible versions. The Bible in Basic
English Translation puts it this way: "Give atten-

tion to yourselves"; The International Standard

Version states, "Pay attention to yourselves";

while the New English Translation says, "Watch
out for yourselves." I especially like the way the

New English Translation has it.

WHY DOES PAUL CHARGE THE
EPHESIAN ELDERS TO WATCH
OUT FOR THEMSELVES?

On reflection, I believe the answer may lie
in Paul's response to the actions of the people of
Lystra. In Acts 14, upon arriving at Lystra, Paul
and Barnabas encounter a man who has been a
cripple from the time of his birth. He had never
been able to walk. While Paul was preaching, he
saw the man sitting in the congregation. Scripture
says that Paul perceived that this crippled man
", .. had faith to be healed" (Verse 19) and,
speaking loudly, said to the man, "Stand upright
on thy feet. And he leaped and walked" (Acts
14:9-10). When the people saw what Paul had
done, they lifted up their voices saying, "The

gods are come down to us in the likeness of

men. And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and

Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief

speaker" (Acts 14:11- 12). The priest of Jupiter
and all the people were preparing to offer

sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas.



The response made by Paul and Barnabas is
revealing. Acts 14:14-15 states, "Which when the
apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent

their clothes, and ran in among the people

crying out, And saying, Sirs, why do ye these

things? We are men of like passions with you."

The word translated passions is defined as
follows: "To experience a sensation or impression
(usually painful), suffer, vex." The interesting
thing about this word is that the root in Greek is
patho, which is the combining form of pathos. I
would suggest that this root word is where we
get our English words such as pathogen which is
defined in Websters' dictionary as "Something
(such as a type of bacteria or a virus) that causes
disease," or our English word pathology which is
defined as "The study of diseases and of the
changes that they cause."

PAUL AND BARNABAS ARE SAYING
THAT THEY ARE DISEASED

They are suffering from the same vexation
that afflicts all humans. That disease has a name.
It is depravity. Depravity is defined as
"Immorality, corruption, wickedness, evil,
degeneracy." It is no wonder that Paul wrote to

the Roman church saying, ". .. but I am carnal,

sold under sin. For that which I do, I allow not:
for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate,
that do I" (Romans 7:14-15). Paul and Barnabas

are afflicted with the common temptations that

beset all men, not to mention those that afflict
them due to their special calling. In that regard,
the International Standard Version has it this

way: "Men, why are you doing this? We are

merely human beings with natures like your
own..." (Acts 14:14 ISV). Though we are born

again and have been given spiritual life and are
new creatures in Christ, our old nature is still
present. That being the case, Paul charges the
elders to "Watch out for yourselves."

One reason they should watch out for
themselves is that an elder should be an example
of what it means to live for Christ. I believe Peter
captures this thought beautifully when he writes:
"The elders which are among you I exhort, who

am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings

of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which
is among vou, taking the oversight thereof, not

by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre,

but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over

God's heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock" (2 Peter 5:1-3).

PAUL UNDERSTOOD WHAT IT MEANT
TO BE AN EXAMPLE

In Philippians 3:17, Paul offers himself as an
example to the church at Philippi saying:
"Brethren, be followers together of me, and

mark them which walk so as ye have us for an
example." He could not have presented himself
as an example if he had not followed his own
advice. Paul practiced what he preached. An
elder cannot be an example to the flock of God if
he does not first take heed to himself. He should
exhibit the qualifications of an elder throughout
his ministry. Paul writes to Timothy about these
required qualifications in 1Timothy 3: 2-7 as
follows: A bishop then must be blameless, the

husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good

behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach, Not

given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy




lucre; but patient, not a brawler , not covetous;

One that ruleth well his own house, having his

to "Feed the flock of God which is among you,

taking the oversight thereof ...."

children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a

man know not how to rule his own house, how
shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a
novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall

into condemnation of the devil. Moreover he

must have a good report of them which are

without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare
of the devil.

The elder should also be an example to the
flock in his knowledge of the Scriptures. I believe
this is what is meant in Acts 20:28 where Paul
exhorts the elders to ". . . feed the church of
God." An elder cannot feed the church of God if
he does not have a working knowledge of the

Scriptures. Paul pressed Timothy to make sure he
had a working knowledge of the Scriptures when
he wrote, "Study to show thyself approved unto

God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the truth" (2 Timothy
2:15). The elder should take heed to himself in his
walk, in the special directives of his office, and in
his knowledge of the Word of God.

PAUL CHARGES THE ELDERS TO TAKE
HEED UNTO THE FLOCK

In verse 28, Paul charges the elders not only
to take heed unto themselves but also to take
heed "... to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed
the church of God which he hath purchased
with his own blood." Referring to the church as

"the flock" denotes the pastoral duties of a
shepherd. Peter encourages elders in 2 Peter 5:2

The terms used by Paul in Acts 20:28 and
Peter in 2 Peter 5:2 is from the Greek word
episkopos. The prefix epi means "over, above or
after." The suffix skopos means "to watch."
Combined they mean "to look upon, inspect,
oversee, look after, care for, to look carefully." An
overseer is a bishop, elder or pastor.

The prophet Jeremiah gives some context to
this in Jeremiah 23:1-4 where he equates pastors
with shepherds and sheep with God's people.
Obviously, in the eyes of God, the duty of an

overseer is serious business: Woe be unto the

pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! saith the LORD. Therefore thus saith

the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that
feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and

driven them away, and have not visited them:

behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your
doings, saith the LORD. And I will gather the

remnant of my flock out of all countries whither

I have driven them, and will bring them again
to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and
increase. And I will set up shepherds over them
which shall feed them: and they shall fear no
more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be
lacking, saith the LORD.

Isaiah gives us a little more information

when he writes, "All we like sheep have gone

astray; we have turned every one to his own

way" (Isaiah 53:6). Sheep need godly shepherds
to watch over them. What is it about sheep? I
read this on a website named Challies.com:

"Sheep are dumb, directionless and defenseless."



That pretty well sums it up. The psalmist in
Psalm 119:176 writes, "I have gone astray like a

lost sheep: seek thy servant: for I do not forget

thy commandments." Here the psalmist

acknowledges that he needs to be found because
he cannot find his own way back. He is lost; that
is, he is directionless. The comparison he makes
is to that of a lost sheep. The Parable of the
Ninety and Nine in Luke chapter 15 describes
this tendency on the part of sheep. In verse 4, we
read "What man of you, having an hundred

sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the

Sheep are defenseless, and this is what the
shepherd does. He takes heed to the flock over
which he is the overseer, and there will be
dangerous times. This is what Paul is
emphasizing to the Ephesian elders when he
says, "For I know this, that after my departing

shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not

sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall

men arise, speaking perverse things to draw

away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and

remember, that by the space of three years I

ceased not to warn every one night and day

ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after
that which is lost, until he find it?" Luke 15 is a
trilogy of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost

son. A parallel is drawn there between a lost
sheep, a lost coin and a lost son. The father

proclaims at the return of his son, "For this my

son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found" (Verse 24).

Sheep are not only dumb and directionless.
They are also defenseless. David was a shepherd,
and in 1 Samuel 17:33-36 when David desires to
go and fight the giant Goliath, Saul attempts to
discourage him: And Saul said to David, Thou

art not able to go against this Philistine to fight

with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man

of war from his youth. And David said unto

Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and

there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb
out of the flock: And I went out after him, and

smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth:

and when he arose against me, I caught him by

his beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy

servant slew both the lion and the bear.

with tears" (Acts 20:29-31).

PAUL CHARGES THE ELDERS TO
REMEMBER THE SOURCE OF
THEIR CALLING

Paul then charges the elders regarding the
source of their calling. The source of their calling
was the Holy Ghost (See Acts 20:28).
Unfortunately, there are many who look upon the
pastoral care of flock of God church as a
profession. They go to seminary, get their degree,
learn to preach, graduate, and then look for a
church to pastor. The problem is they have not
been set apart for this business. There is no such
thing as the "church corporate ladder"; you know,
advancement, higher wages, greater influence
and prestige. Preachers and pastors should not be
looking for larger churches and higher salaries.
Yet, that is the corporate way, the way of the
professional. I met a young man recently who
had a bachelor's degree in Biblical Studies with a
concentration on youth ministry. After
graduating, he was employed by a fairly large

church and began a youth ministry program



there. He soon became discouraged and quit. He

is now working at a bar and grill.

Unless a man is called by the Holy Ghost to
pastor the flock of God, he will become
discouraged, and he will eventually resign. Jesus
Christ was straightforward with His disciples on
this matter. He said, "Behold, I send you forth as
sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore

wise as serpents, and harmless as doves"
(Matthew 10:16). The pastoral care of the flock of
God is not an easy business. It has many

challenges, and if a man is not called to the work,
he will not survive. The word send means "to set
apart, to send out (on a mission)." Paul was
charging the elders from Ephesus that they had
been set apart for their office by the Holy Ghost,
and as such, they were duty bound to watch out
for the flock of God.

CONCLUSION

Paul's charge to the Ephesian elders is
perpetually applicable to any man who is set
apart to oversee the flock of God. The man of
God today is under the same constraints as the
man of God in the long ago. His first duty is to
watch out for himself. That is because he is a man
of like passions as all men. Then, having watched
out for his own spiritual well-being, he is charged
with the duty of watching out for the spiritual
well-being of the flock of God.

This is an awesome responsibility. What
should the church of God do to assist the pastor
with this task? Recently I was honored to preach
the charge to the church in Fitzgerald at the
ordination services of Ray Roberts. I used for my
text Exodus 17:8-13 where Amalek fought with

Israel at Rephidim. The text states that Moses
went to the top of the hill with the rod of God in
his hand. When Moses held up his hand, Israel
prevailed, but when Moses let down his hand,
Amalek prevailed. After awhile, when Moses'
hands became heavy, Aaron and Hur stayed his
hands until the sun went down and Israel
discomfited Amalek.

It is the church's duty to be the pastor's
Aaron and Hur. You can do this by steadying his
hands through prayer. Pray for him in all facets
of his duties. You can steady his hands by
supporting him with your presence. You can
steady his hands by applying his teaching to
your life. You can steady his hands by respecting
him. In fact, 1 Timothy 5:17 promotes this
concept: "Let the elders that rule well be

counted worthy of double honour, especially

they who labour in the word and doctrine."

Let me close with this passage: "And we

beseech you, brethren, to know them which

labour among you, and are over you in the Lord,

and admonish you; And to esteem them very

highly in love for their work's sake"
(1 Thessalonians 5:12-13).

There are three important points here. First,
you need to know your pastor. You can only do
that by being his friend. Second, you are to take
heed of his warnings when he admonishes you.
Third, you are to love him because he has been

called to an awesome responsibility.
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To have a tendency to look back on one's
life and reminisce about the events of life is a
common trait of those who are growing old.
Since I find myself in that number, I also often
reflect back on my life and meditate upon the
variety of events and incidences I have
experienced, especially related to my life in the

gospel ministry.

I have just passed the anniversary of my
ordination to the ministry, which took place on
August 15, 1958. Thus, I have now been trying to
preach the gospel for 58 years. At the time of my
ordination, I was just short of being 25 years old,
and as I write this I am approaching my 83rd
birthday. It seems a bit unreal to think that I am
that old, and yet when I consider the
extraordinary changes that have taken place in

my lifetime, it is indeed true.

I grew up on a farm in the small rural
community of Stilson, Georgia. I was born in the
midst of the Great Depression, so times were
very hard. For example, I have vague memories
of the time before we had electricity, when light
was provided by kerosene oil lamps and heat
came from wood burning in the fireplace. It must
have been in the late 1930s when electric service
came to the farm, courtesy of the REA one of the

programs of Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal.

I graduated from Stilson High School in
1950, and because my parents wanted something
better for their sons they made considerable
sacrifices so that I could go to college. I finally
graduated from the University of Georgia in
1955, and I owe a great debt of gratitude to my

parents, neither one of whom had more than a

grade school education. It must have been in the
early part of 1957 that I began to feel more than
the usual desire for spiritual things and
knowledge of the Bible. The wonderful people at
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, where I became
a member in 1951, saw something in me and
began to encourage me toward the ministry. I

was licensed by that church in August of 1957.

My earliest memories of going to church are
associated with the Lanes Church, since we lived
just down the road from the church. Elder A. R.
Crumpton was the pastor of the church during
the years of my childhood, serving as pastor
there from 1942 until 1956. He was a very strong
preacher, and I think I absorbed a rudimentary
understanding of many of the basic truths of the
word of God through his preaching. I often refer
to him as my father in the ministry, and I think he
considered me as one of his "boys." When I was
ordained there in 1958, Elder Howard Cox was
the pastor. Other ministers who participated in
my ordination other than Elder Crumpton and
Elder Cox were Elder Maurice T. Thomas, Elder J.
Walter Hendricks and Elder John D. Durden.
Elder Thomas delivered the charge to the church,
Elder Crumpton preached the charge to me, and
Elder Hendricks conducted my examination. I
have often told the story of Elder Hendricks
asking me if I understood the doctrine of the
Trinity. Somehow, I had the good sense to confess
that, indeed, I did not understand the Trinity.
That seemed to satisfy him, and he went on to
other questions. In fact, I do not know what he
would have done if I had claimed to understand
this mysterious doctrine. I did not understand it,
either then or now, but I do believe it! I have
some doubt that he would have allowed the ordi-
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nation to continue if I had made such a claim as
that.

That period of the 1940s and 1950s was an
interesting time in which to grow up. The
tremendous upheaval of World War II came to an
end in 1945, and some stability in the country
began to emerge. The country was entering a
time of relative prosperity, and vast changes were
taking place in the society. Changes were also
taking place in the churches. During the decade
of the 1950s most of our churches still held only
part time services; either one Sunday per month
or two Sundays per month, but many were
moving to having church every Sunday. By the
1960, almost half of the churches in Georgia were
having full time services and most went on to

begin that practice as time passed.

It is not so surprising, then, to observe that
during the 1950s an unusually large number of
men entered the ministry among our churches. A
little more than 40 ministers were ordained
during that decade. It was a blessing that the
good Lord saw fit to call an increasing number of
men to preach His word. In keeping with that
trend, there were three of us from our little
community of Stilson who were ordained in the
same year. In addition to myself these were Elder
Harold McElveen and Elder. D. J. Newman. We
became very close friends, having grown up in
the same community. As we were beginning our
ministry at the same time, and since we lived in
the same community, we spent a lot of time
together, studying the Scriptures and discussing
the doctrines, often into the wee hours of the
morning. These were delightful times, and we

remained fast friends for the rest of their lives. I

had the honor of preaching in the funerals of
both of them. I yet cherish their memory.

The Ocilla Primitive Baptist Church was the
first church I served as pastor. That church called
for my ordination, and I began the pastorate
there in September, 1958. At that time the Ocilla
Church had services twice each month, and at the
same time I began serving the Upper Lotts Creek
Church, near Portal, Georgia for one Sunday a
month. Since I had one Sunday open during that
pastoral year, the Ocilla Church began having
services three times in the month during that
year. In the fall of 1959 the Ocilla Church began
full time services, and I became the full time
pastor. I continued as pastor of the Ocilla Church
until the fall of 1961, when I accepted the call of
the Jesup Church in Jesup, Georgia. That
three-year pastorate in Ocilla was a great
learning experience for me. These were lovely
people, and I formed many friendships there that
endured until the death of most of them. I am yet

very thankful for those early years in Ocilla.

I became pastor of the Jesup Church in the
fall of 1961, and continued there until August of
1987. There was a one-year break in my ministry
in Jesup, from October, 1964 until October of 1965
due to denominational upheaval during that
period. Thus, my time as pastor of the Jesup
Church was a total of 25 years. This was a great
time for me in the ministry. There was significant
growth in the church for most of that time, and I
believe there was also spiritual growth for both
the pastor and the congregation. Nearly a whole
generation passed while I was pastor of that one

church. Many young people, as well as others
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were baptized and became part of that church

during that time.

I became convinced during those early
years in Jesup that pastors should remain in a
single pastorate for lengthy periods of time. It
seems to me that there are many advantages,
both for pastors and for churches, for such an
arrangement, and it certainly seems to be the
more Biblical pattern for pastors. In this way a
pastor can really become a part of the church
family and a part of the community. Indeed, in
the Book of Acts we are told that elders were
ordained in every city and every church. The
pastorate has too often been viewed as a
temporary arrangement, and the result often is
that when the difficulties arise in the church, the
pastor moves on and the difficulty is not dealt
with. There is also a great benefit for the pastor's
family in such an arrangement. The family is able
to put down roots, and in the case of children
they are able to have a more stable life both in
school and in enduring friendships. Of course, I
believe that both churches and pastors and
churches should follow the leadership of the
Holy Spirit. However, it is questionable whether
the Holy Spirit is directing a practice that is
detrimental for both churches and pastors. It is
true, however, that the time does often come
when a change needs to be made, and each
church and each pastor must make that
determination for themselves. Let us hope and
pray that we will all be sensitive to and seek the
leadership of the Lord in such momentous

decisions.

TO BE CONTINUED...
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Changes To The Ochlocknee Association

Making this change in start time to better accommodate

those who are traveling long distance.

Meets with Thomasville Church in Thomasville Ga on
Friday and Saturday Oct. 7 & 8th.

Friday Saturday
12:00 PM - Lunch 8:00 AM - Breakfast
1:30 PM - Business and Worship 10:00 AM Business and Worship
5:30PM - Supper 1:00 PM - Lunch & Dismiss

7:00 PM - Business and Worship

DMI Delegate Meeting
October 1, 2016

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church
10:00 AM

Though this is a meeting of the Delegates from supporting churches, the invitation is

given for anyone to come to the meeting on Saturday, October 1st. Brother Alexander (Sa-
sha) Malov will be giving the Keynote address. Lunch will be served following the meet-
ing. A special donation will be collected for the DMI ministry. Brother Sasha will visit
other churches throughout the following week:

Oct. 2, Garden City PBC 11:00 AM / Emmanuel Church in Jesup GA 6:00 PM
Oct 4, Lower Canoochee Association, Savannah PBC 10 AM / Riverside PBC 6PM
Oct. 5, Mt. Union PBC 6:30 PM
Oct. 6, Ramah Church in Barnesville 7PM
Oct. 8, Atlanta PBC 1:30PM

Oct. 9, Ramah PBC in Barnesville, Preaching @ 11:00 AM.
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Middleground Church
Statesboro, GA

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in Christ
from Middleground Primitive Baptist Church in
Statesboro, Georgia! We have been busy here at
Middleground Church. The last week of July was
Vacation Bible School. It was very well attended
and my thanks goes out to all who worked hard
to make it possible. The children really enjoyed
all of the activities. On August the 25 we had our
annual home-made ice cream and peanut boil.
Also, we were blessed to have Elder Richard
Davis to share with us about his trip to the Holy
Land. The slides were very interesting and
educational. All who attended were uplifted. We
are looking forward to a church-wide outing in
September. Also on October 2nd, the church will
celebrate its annual Home Coming Service. We
invite all to come join us any time that you can.
We would love to have you.

Gayle Smith, Reporter

Brooklet Church
Brooklet, GA

We have had a busy summer here at Brooklet. In
May the Ladies Aid sponsored a clothing drive
and in August a food drive. In July we had an ice
cream social after Sunday night services. On
August 13th we had our annual peanut boil. And
on September 10th we had our low country boil.
We do enjoy food and fellowship with our church
family and friends. Our choir has begun work on
the music for our Christmas cantata. We are
looking forward to our Homecoming Oct 23rd.

We offer an invitation to come join us. Our pastor

Elder Steve Taylor and Sister Judy have been
serving our church for a year now and we have
been spiritually blessed. He preached a series of
sermons on our Articles of Faith and has begun
sermons from the book of Nehemiah. They have
been a blessing to us. We are fortunate to have
former pastors Elder Bill Durrence and Elder
Lavonne Anderson visit with us and enjoy their
fellowship. We continue to ask for prayer for our
Churches and Nation.

Waunetta Dominy & Linda Futch, Reporters

Metter Church
Metter, GA

Summer vacation has come and gone. Now it's
back to school and back to our church activities.
Our church is excited to have a new Youth
Director, Brother Taylor Dollar. We pray for him
and for guidance as he leads our youth. Vacation
Bible School was well attended in June. Theme,
"Deep Sea Discovery", was a fun learning
experience for all. Eighteen of our youth enjoyed
attending Church Camp at Hillview. Music
Workshop Sacred Concert was held at our
church. This is such a blessed event and just gets
better every year. We celebrated our church's
116th anniversary with homecoming services in
July. A candle lighting memorial service was held
for those members who have gone home this past
year. Brother Mike and Sister Kathy were
recognized and presented corsages expressing
our love and appreciation. We praise God for our
beautiful sanctuary that has been renovated.
August was kick off for new school year and all

church activities with a church wide swim /
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fellowship party at home of Robbie and Sherrie
Dollar. Bible study promotion was held during
morning worship service. Our hearts were
saddened over the passing on of one beloved
member, Sister Dorothy McCullough. We extend
our sympathy to her family. We invite all to come
worship with us during our Fall Revival, October
4 - 6. Elder Craig Lanier will be our guest
minister. Please be in prayer for him and for our

meeting.

Linda Wallace, Reporter

First Church
Augusta, GA

Greeting from the First Church. We would like to
invite you all to our Fall Revival meeting which
is scheduled for Tuesday, October 18th through
Thursday, October 20th. Supper will be served at
6:00 p.m. on Tuesday with Elder David
Summerford bringing the messages each night at
7:00 p.m. Please keep our church in your prayers

and plan to visit with us if you are in our area.

Sandra Collins, Reporter

Ramah Church
Barnesville, GA

Ramah Church invites you to join us for our Fall
Revival Meeting to be held October 25 - 27, with
Elder Don Gilbert as our guest minister. Services
will begin at 7:00 pm each evening. We will enjoy
fellowship and covered dish dinner on Thursday

evening, the 27th, at 6:00 pm. Please be in prayer

for Brother Don and each participant, and that
the Lord's presence will be felt in a mighty way.

Sharon White, Reporter

Sharon Church
Culloden, GA

Greetings from brothers and sisters in Christ,
Sharon Church, Culloden, Ga. We continue to
enjoy worship and praise each Sunday morning
and Wednesday night services. Sharon Church
rejoiced when John F. Pierson came forward
seeking a home in Sharon Church. We continue
our monthly devotional ladies circle meetings.
Sharon Church cordially invite any in our area to
join us for a Low Country Boil Supper for our
monthly family night in October (10-15- 2016) at
6 PM. We will enjoy a movie following the meal.
We the members of Sharon Church cordially
invite you to our Fall Meeting which will be held
November 8, 9, and 10, 2016. Elder Bill Durrence
of Olney Church, Oak Park, Ga. will be the guest
minister. We will serve supper at 6 PM on
Tuesday, 11-8-2016 before the 7:30 PM service.
Wednesday service will be at 7:30 PM and on
Thursday 11-10-2016 refreshments will be served
after the service at 7:30 PM. Please make plans to
join us. We have been blessed each Sunday
hearing the messages that the Lord has put on
the hearts of our speakers. At the current time,

our prayers are with several members who are ill.

Betty Pierson, Reporter
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Comfort Chapel
Waycross, GA

Comfort Chapel Primitive Baptist Church will
hold her annual meeting Friday, Nov. 18 and
Saturday, Nov. 19. Services will be at 7 p.m. Elder
Mike DeVane, a member and former pastor of
Comfort Chapel from 2006-2013, will be the guest
speaker. Homecoming will be observed Sunday,
Nov. 20 with Elder DeVane bringing the message.
A covered dish luncheon will be held in the
church social hall following the services. There
will be no evening service Nov. 20. The pastor,
Elder Jason Deal, and the members and friends of
Comfort Chapel extend a cordial invitation to all
to attend one or all of the services.

Statesboro Church
Statesboro, GA

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church will be full of
bustle this fall! We have something for all ages!
Our youth ministry has hit the ground running
and we're excited for the fun things to come with
our Fuse, Fuse Jr, and His Kids groups that meet
on Sundays at 6:30p.m. Our nursery has been up-
graded with new swings and bouncers as well.
Our Homecoming will be held on October 16th,
2016 at 10:30a.m. and lunch to follow. The
message will be "Salt Life at SPBC; Salt of the
earth, Preserving the truth, Balance in a shaky
world, Comfort at cultural crossroads". We hope
you can join us! Also we are looking forward to
our annual Fall Meeting that will begin on
October 18-20th at 7p.m. with Elder Vernon
Eckleberry as the speaker. We look forward to

seeing you soon!

Melanie Nessmith, Reporter
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Obituaries

GREENE, William “Bo” -
January 24, 1935 to September 1, 2016
Brunswick Primitive Baptist Church, Brunswick, Georgia.

McCOLLOUGH, Dorothy C. -
May 5, 1934 to August 4, 2016
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

REYNOLDS, Thomas “Tommie” -
September 19, 1922 to April 3, 2016
First Primitive Baptist Church, Augusta, Georgia.

1938 - 2016

RICHTER, Dorsey D. - ‘1
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia. |

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

2 Corinthians 4:17-18




In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man'’s faculties;
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and
the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is
by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of
Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and
service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed,
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and
body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to
punishment in hell forever.



