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Once more we wish to express our thanks for the financial support given from our subscribers. Since the 

end of January when we were able to gain 501 c3 Charitable status with the IRS, we have received     

numerous donations. This has greatly lessened the financial burdens that we were experiencing. We 

have gained some financial stability. We give thanks to the Lord for His mercy and for your generosity! 

This improvement in our financial status has allowed us to give consideration as to how we can better 

serve our subscribers as well as take the Banner Herald to a new audience. We are now working on  

providing a digital issue of the Banner Herald. This work is being done by Brother Andrew Tucker and 

Elder Vernon Eckleberry. We are in the beginning stages of putting the Banner Herald on the internet. In 

doing so, we would like to hear from you about this endeavor. We would like to know if you would be   

interested in receiving a digital issue as well as a periodical publication. Would you be more inclined to 

read a digital issue over a paper periodical? While holding the belief that most of our readers would still 

rather have a periodical in their hands to read, we know the day is coming when the paper periodical will 

give way to the digital media. We want to be ready for that day.

Please let us know your thoughts about this matter. You can send your comments by email to: 

thebannerherald1918@outlook.com. You can also send us your comments by regular mail. Send to: 

The Banner Herald,

P.O Box 125,

 Statesboro, GA. 30459. 

Thank YOU! — WDR Jr

A NOTE FROM 
THE EDITORS
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(Editor’s Note: The following article was written by 
Elder R. H. Barwick (1866-1945), and appeared in 

the July 1, 1925 issue of The Banner-Herald. At 
that time Elder Barwick was the editor of the paper. 

He was associated with both The Banner-Herald 
and its predecessor, The Pilgrim’s Banner, and he 
was one of the leaders of what became known as 

Progressive Primitive Baptists. EP)

VOICES FROM
THE PAST



THE DEVIL 

By Elder R. H. Barwick 

We have written upon a variety of subjects, upon 

which we felt to have some understanding, but I 

do not remember to have ever written upon this 

subject. I ought to know something about him, 

for I shave had a long and intimate acquaintance 

with him. He has deceived me and led me and 

ensnared me many times, and I do not love him. I 

have resisted him and prayed to be delivered 

from him, but I seem to not be able to get very far 

from him long at a time. He is my enemy, and I 

hate him, yet he plays with me and laughs at me 

and defies me to meet him in combat. O how I 

loathe the old liar, deceiver, hypocrite, and         

enemy of all righteousness!

I have often wondered why the world had to be 

cursed by his presence and influence as it is; and 

where he came from anyway. But some things we 

can never know in this low land of sin and        

sorrow and death. When the mists have cleared 

away, and we shall know all things as God 

knows them now, I am sure we will be amazed at 

what was our ignorance here; at how near we 

were to the truth many times and could not know 

because of the mists of the poison of                   

sin in the flesh.

Men have often speculated and caviled over the 

origin of the devil, but we will never know in this 

life. As darkness is the result of the absence of 

light, and as evil is the opposite of righteousness, 

so the devil is the enemy of God and of all that is 

good. As God is a Spirit and is the author of all 

that is good, so the devil is a wicked spirit, or 

power, whose mission seems to be to deceive, to 

afflict, to torment and to destroy wherever God 

will let him.

No matter where he came from, he was here in 

the early morning of time, and as soon as God 

had finished the work of creation, and had       

pronounced everything good, the devil went to 
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work to spoil it. As soon as God gave His        

creature man a law and a promise, the devil came 

to him and declared that God had lied. God said, 

“In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 

die;” but immediately the devil caught his         

attention and said, “Ye shall not surely die.”

It is worthy of notice, however, that God gave the 

law to the man, but that the devil approached the 

woman and reached the man through her. I 

reckon this is why she is called “the weaker      

vessel.” For this first downward step, the penalty 

of childbearing was put upon her and her   

daughters after her.                                           

(Genesis 3:16. 1 Timothy 2:14-15.)

God speaks to the inner man—our better self, but 

the devil works upon our fleshly passions. We are 

often torn and tossed and buffeted, and are left 

bewildered and crushed.

Sometimes we get exalted and proud and vain, 

and God withdraws Himself from us, and the 

devil takes us out for a spin, and we get wrecked, 

and bruised, and dirty, and filled with remorse 

and shame. Then we cry unto God from the 

depths of self-loathing, and He is our good        

Samaritan who takes us up and heals us and sets 

us right again. Jesus told Peter that “Satan hath 

desired to have you that he may sift you as 

wheat.” Peter was led by the flesh, and had “a 

zeal (but) not according to knowledge.” The devil 

cared nothing about making a better man out of 

him, all he wanted was to make a fool of him and 

bring all the suffering and shame he could upon 

him and his Master; but God was going to use it 

as a sifting for Peter, to get rid of the chaff that 

was in his ideas, and then he would save Peter 

from further harm. Jesus assured him that “I 

have prayed for thee.” The devil led him to curse 

and swear that he did not know Jesus, after       

affirming shortly before that he would die with 

Him. But when Peter went out in the dark, alone, 

and wept bitterly over his weakness, he was on 

the winning side; the devil was not in that, and 

later, when the chaff was gone, he was a valiant 

soldier of the cross.

Paul admonished the Corinthian church to        

deliver a certain transgressor unto Satan for the 

destruction of the flesh. 1 Corinthians 5:5. I        

understand by this that the devil could not have 

full sway at him so long as he was retained in the 

fellowship and protection of his brethren—the 

church being the city of refuge—but now in order 

that the church be not cursed with his sin, put 

him out and clear yourselves, and let him and the 

devil have it out. I suppose they did as Paul      

directed, and I suppose the man got his sifting, 

for in 2 Corinthians 2:7 Paul instructs them to 

“forgive him and comfort him, lest he be         

swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.” Then in 

the verse 11 he says, “Lest satan should get an  

advantage of us, for we are not ignorant of his  

devices.” There is as great a danger of being too 

exacting and unforgiving as there is of being too 

lenient. The devil can go either forward or      

backward. If he can't pull us in the mud he will 

try to push us in.

Wherever the devil leads, there is trouble ahead. 

He led David to number Israel, and God sent a 

great calamity upon them. He led Jonah to flee 

from his duty to God, and he landed in the belly 

of hell. We are commanded to resist him, with the 

promise that he will flee from us, but he is always 

present to get in his work, if we are not watching 

and praying.

But he has his limits. We are powerless in his 

hands, but God can turn him back. He was let   

(allowed) to afflict and torment Job, but God said 

“touch not his life;” and the latter days of Job 

were better than the first. He led Joseph's       
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“Our God can 
and does take 
the ruins which 

the devil 
makes of us, 
and brushes 

away the stain 
and repairs 
the damage 
and brings 

victory out of 
defeat.”

brethren to sell him into Egypt, but God overruled it for their good and 

His glory. Our God can and does take the ruins which the devil makes 

of us, and brushes away the stain and repairs the damage and brings  

victory out of defeat.

The devil afflicts people, not only in leading them into transgressions 

and sorrow of soul, but he afflicts their bodies. Jesus found “a dumb 

devil.” or a man whom the devil controlled in the matter of speech. He 

found a woman whom satan had bowed down in affliction for eighteen 

years. He found the Gadarene who was crazy, possessed with a legion 

of devils. All these and many more He freed and made whole, for the 

devils had to move out when He spoke.

I used to think that when I got older I would grow so strong and so full 

of faith and wisdom that it would be easier to drive off the devil, and 

not so hard to live right; but I have not found it so. He is still “as a     

roaring lion, going about seeking whom he may devour,” and I dread 

him worse than ever.

Old Sister Mahala Roundtree, Of Graymont, Ga., long since gone home 

to glory, said once, “I sometimes feel like praying to the devil to please 

go away and let me alone.” Dear old soul! She felt that, but we must 

turn from him and lift our eyes to the Rock from whence cometh our 

help.
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Paul, dear old Brother Paul, had the same experience we do. He had “a 

thorn in the flesh— the messenger of Satan to buffet him,” until he 

cried, “O, wretched man that I am!”

The devil is still on the job. He gets in preachers and churches, as well as 

the individual brethren and sisters. He prompts us to think we are wiser 

and better than many others. He exalts us and makes us seek the high 

seats, and clamor for places of prominence. He tells us we ought to be 

consulted and our opinions sought for, and we are sensitive, easily      

offended, and ready to tear up the patch if things don't go our way. He 

makes us believe we are faithful and loyal to principle many times, 

when we are just plain stubborn and mean and proud and vain. And 

then when he has led us till we have made a mess of things, and a fool 

of ourselves, he will laugh at the ruin he has wrought, and go to seek 

new fields of operation and raise new questions of contention and strife.

 There is one place he does not frequent—the prayer closet. He flees 

from that. He knows we are liable to meet Jesus there, and he doesn't 

want to be about. “Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon 

his knees.” 

Prayer is the secret of the Christian's strength—the one place in all the 

world where we are safe from Satan's devices. Therefore the                  

admonition, “pray without ceasing.” “Put on the whole armor of God, 

that ye may be able to withstand the fiery darts of Satan.” 

“Satan 
trembles when 

he sees the 
weakest saint 

upon his 
knees.”
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A GUIDE IN 
AFRICA

-
A GUIDE 

EVERYWHERE

BY:
BROTHER BILL JONES

(LANES CHURCH)



"What do you want to be when you grow up?" 

We all heard that question as youngsters and    

often would blurt out the first thing that came to 

mind, like "firefighter!" or "soldier!" I don't know 

if I ever gave those particular answers but do    

remember my reply when our sixth grade teacher 

asked the question. My response was serious but, 

based on the laughter that filled the room,         

apparently, my classmates thought it funny.

I didn't understand what was so humorous about 

wanting to be a guide in Africa. It could have 

been that a small-town boy in rural southeast 

Georgia didn't normally have that aspiration (I 

haven't heard of any around here who actually 

made that choice.) Or, since it was the early 

1960's, and Johnny Weissmuller was on TV as  

Tarzan every Saturday morning, pictures of the 

guides from the show may have come to their 

mind. Those guides were usually stupid and/or 

crooked, and always ended up getting eaten by 

lions or crocodiles.

However, I had discovered Outdoor Life and 

Field and Stream magazines, and stories of        

adventures on the mysterious "Dark Continent" 

had caught my interest. At that particular time, 

that was my long term plan.

But, I didn't make an opportunity to further that 

plan,mainly because after a few months of 

"guide" being on top of my list, my 12 year old 

brain moved on to something else. Eventually, I 

became an engineer, which thankfully, fit me 

much better than African guide. So, in the sixth 

grade, I wanted to be an engineer, only didn't 

know it. Now, as for growing up, I'm not too sure 

I made it other than in years.

Another thing I didn't foresee in the sixth grade, 

was that, by God's grace, I would become a  

Christian. It wasn't even on my list of                

considerations as best I remember. In that aspect 

of my life, I can definitely say I haven't "grown 

up." That would imply I've reached a goal that 

means I'm as mature spiritually as I need to be.

While I'm not at the level I need to reach, I can 

say, again with God's help and in spite of myself, 

I have grown from where I was those many years 

ago. And, hopefully, I'm still growing every day. 

But, the Christian life is one of those journeys 

where, as we make progress, our eyes are opened 

wider to just how far we have to go. We realize 

we won't "grow up" this side of Heaven. Our task 

in that is to avoid discouragement and continue 

to "run the race" and follow Jesus as our guide. 

He's the true guide in Africa and the USA and in 

all the universe. But, most closely, His Spirit     

lovingly guides us within our own hearts.

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about 

with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 

aside every weight, and the sin which doth so eas-

ily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 

that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despis-

ing the shame, and is set down at the right hand 

of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)
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NEWS FROM 

THE 

DENOMINATION



SCHOLARSHIP SPECIAL SUNDAY

October 25, 2015

Please send contributions to:

Bama Newman

1046 Moss Creek Circle, 

Statesboro, GA 30461

Home - (912)690-2301

pbsf4learning@gmail.com 

Thank you very much for your desire to bless  

others in this most worthy matter.               

God bless you.

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION

Elder Steve Taylor

111 W. Lee Street 

Brooklet, GA 30415

Email (No change): sgtaylor752@yahoo.com

Home phone: (912) 842-9417

Cell Phone: (New cell number will be        

available later.) 

AVAILABLE FOR SUPPLY

Elder John L. Tillman 

756 So. 3rd St. 

Jesup, GA 31545

(912) 427-9029 

Email: elderjohnI@bellsouth.net
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NEWS FROM 

THE CHURCHES



HARDWICK CHURCH

Hardwick, GA

Our church has had, following the Easter service, 
several council meetings to carry on regular    

business. While continuing to support local food 
pantries, through the Ladies Circle, we have     

collected medications for the Donetsk Ministry 
and have listened to a presentation about the new 

retirement home in Statesboro. Ladies Circle  
oversaw the summer suppers. We heard the 

funny Cajun stories of our friend, Grady           
Torrance, as we ate bar-b-que, the heartwarming 

tales of Brother Jim DeVane accompanied by 
fried chicken, the happy gospel songs of the local 
group, Kindred, and the plays and skits of Sister 

Josephine King, enjoyed with spaghetti. We       
followed with prayer and on-going concerns the 
medical problems of Elder Craig DeLoach and 
Brothers Owen Farmer and Buddy Martin. The 

marriage of Sister Betty Jones to our friend, John 
Williams, provided a joyous occasion for all.

---------------------------------------------------

MT. VIEW CHURCH

Fort Payne, AL

Greetings from Mt. View! We have had a very 
busy spring and summer. We had 40 attending 

the Tri-States Camp this year. Mt. View              
participated in every phase of the camp activities, 
including the TAG cake auction, and had several 
elected to office for 2016. Our youth signing team 
presented “You Raise Me Up,” for the devotional, 
and our skit “Grandpaw and the Elevator,” won 

3rd place. In July Sister Nadine Gadberry          
represented Mt. View at the Music Workshop, 
and our PBYF group enjoyed a day of fun at a 
cookout with boating and swimming on Weiss 
Lake. Our youth have continued Wednesday     
bible study and being in charge of each 5th      

Sunday worship service. Recent speaker was    
Sister Sidney Bailey. On August 8, the lovely and 

very spiritual wedding of Sister LeAnna Craig 
and Brother Matthew Johnson took place. What a 

blessing for all present! Our monthly food pantry 
ministry, run by Sisters Katherine Lea and         

Patricia Rountree, has been relocated thanks to 
the donations and hard work of volunteers from 
the church. Our very active Ladies Circle had a 

summer fellowship meeting at the lovely home of 
Sister Carol Monroe. Sisters Violet Lyles and 

Glenda Sanders served as our messengers to the 
Sequatchie Valley Association, and many other 

members attended. On August 23, we were      
saddened as Elder Jim McGill preached his last 

sermon as our pastor, Brother Jim and Sister  
Charlotte have been a great blessing to us during 

these eight years, and we thank God for them. 

--------------------------------------------------------

RAMAH CHURCH

Barnesville, GA

Grace and peace to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ! Ramah Church will host her fall meeting 
Friday, October 30th through Sunday, November 
1st, with Elder Keith Hamilton as guest preacher. 
Worship services will begin at 7:00 pm on Friday 

and Saturday and 11:00 am on Sunday, with 
lunch to follow. Please join us for this time of  

worship and fellowship. The youth kicked off a 
new season with an ice cream and fishing party/
fundraiser in September after taking the summer 

off. We are thankful for our youth and their      
tireless leaders. A few members from Ramah plan 

to make the mission trip to the Ukraine in         
November. Our brothers and sisters in Christ in 
the Ukraine are in great need. Please pray God’s 

protection and blessing for them and all involved 
in this mission. The church was saddened          

recently by the passing of Brother Carl White and 
Sister Debra Mathis. Both will be missed but we 
rejoice that they are now with their Lord. Please 

join us at Ramah for worship whenever            
you are able.

-----------------------------------------------
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STATESBORO CHURCH

Statesboro, GA

The Statesboro Church Fall Meeting will take 
place on October 20-22 with Elder De Hagan 

bringing God’s Word. Services each evening are 
at 7:00 PM. We will celebrate Homecoming on 

Sunday, October 18th with the morning worship 
service at 10:30. Lunch will follow in the church 

fellowship hall. Please come and join us for these 
services if you are in the Statesboro area.

------------------------------------------------

METTER CHURCH

Metter, GA

Greetings to all from the Metter church. It has 
been a busy summer and we are now back on our 
regular schedule of activities. During the month 

of June our youth enjoyed church camp at       
Hillview. Our church held community prayer 

services for rain. We celebrated Bro. Mike’s 30th 
anniversary in the ministry with a cake and ice 

cream social. We were blessed once again to host 

the Music Workshop Sacred Concert in July. Such 
a wonderful message as we worship in song. Our 

church celebrated 115 years at Homecoming   
Service. Bro. Mike preached a wonderful         

message. Those members who have gone on 
were remembered with a candle lighting           
memorial service. All enjoyed lunch and            

fellowship. We extend our sympathy to the      
family of Bro. Elliott Bowen who was called 
home to be with the Lord. He was a faithful  

member for many years. You are all invited to 
come worship with us at our Fall Meeting,         

October 6-8. Elder Steve Taylor will be our guest 
minister. Please be in prayer for him and            

for our meeting.

------------------------------------------------

BROOKLET CHURCH

Brooklet, GA

Beginning in July, we had the following to preach 
for us. Elders Ron Yeakle, William Bishop,      

Richard Davis, Lindy Webb Jr, and Licentiates 
Marty Mullis and Andrew Tucker. We have truly 
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been blessed to have these men ably fill the      
pulpit. We are thankful for them. We are           

continuing to make renovations on the pastorium 
and are diligently working to be completed by 

Bro Steve and Sister Judy's arrival in September. 
In August we had our annual Peanut Boil. We   

always enjoy getting together for food and        
fellowship. Thanks to Bro. Joe, Bro. R.L. and Bro. 

Jerome for providing this for our church. In     
September our Ladies Aid and Brotherhood will 

resume monthly meetings. We ask continued 
prayers for our churches, pastors, members and 

friends. May the Lord be in all that we do!

---------------------------------------------------

MACEDONIA CHURCH

Ider, AL

Greetings from Macedonia! The summer months 
continue to be blessed with activities and       

meetings as well as our Sunday morning and   
evening worship services. Our Pastor, Elder 

Rickey, Sis. Jeanelle and four of their              
grandchildren attended the Central States Bible 

Conference. They reported a spirit-filled series of 
messages, music, prayer and wonderful             

fellowship. While the Deal family traveled North, 
a group of three adults and three young people 
traveled South to Music Workshop. The adults  

enjoyed the informative classes, interesting        
variety of music and encouraging sermons. The 

young people had a wonderful time learning 
songs for the Concert, making new friends and of 

course, the swimming pool! We are so thankful 
for the opportunity to worship and fellowship 
with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ and also 
for traveling grace. The Church is happy for the 
addition of a new member. Hunter Davis was 
baptized on Sunday, July 19th after morning   

services. Macedonia had the pleasure of hosting 
the 182nd Sequatchie Valley Association held 

August 13-15. The Association was well attended 
each day and night. Sermons were delivered by 

Elders Greg Phillips, Buck Grantham, Don        

Gilbert, Larry Wheeler, Edward McIntyre and Jim 
Bowen. God blessed these ministers in a mighty 
way. We invite you to worship with us whenever 

you can. May God richly bless you all!

----------------------------------------------

SUNLIGHT CHURCH

Cobbtown, GA

Dear Brothers And Sisters in Christ: The annual 
meeting of Sunlight Primitive Baptist Church will 
begin Tuesday October 6, 2015 and will continue 
through Thursday October 8, 2015. Services will 

be at 7:00 P. M. each evening. Elder W. H.         
Durrence will be the guest Minister. We invite all 
that will come and worship with us during this 
time. Please pray for Brother Bill and all there to 

be blessed of God in this service.

-----------------------------------------------
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UPDATE FROM 
UKRAINE

BY: BROTHER SASHA MALOV



Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Greetings from the Ukraine! The summer months 
are over and I’d like to share with you the news 

on our ministry here in Ukraine. I can say that by 
the Grace of the Lord we were able to continue 

our ministry to those who suffered from the war 
and had to leave their homes and flee as the    

refugees. We are also to minister those who stay 
in the occupied areas of Ukraine. It looks like the 
conflict has gotten to a frozen point, when there 
has not been much military fighting taking place 
over the summer months. The main concerns we 
had were not about military actions, but on how 
to help the refugee’s and those in the occupied  

areas to adjust to the new painful and sad          
realities of their lives. 

The refugee’s main concerns were finding places 
to live and finding jobs to support their families. 
Around Kiev area in several villages we have a 

lot of church people from Lugansk region and we 
put much of our efforts into helping that group to 

get settled up there. 

With the help of your support we were able to  
assist many families there with funds for renting 

houses in the villages. The amounts we gave 
were enough to rent a house for 6-8 months. We 

had to tell that group of people, we cannot     
guarantee any further support to them. So, we 
were very surprised with the next request we    

received from them. They came up with the idea 
of creating a construction work crew. All the men 
from that group could work together, make some 

money for themselves, but also to serve poor   
people in the area. They asked for some money to 

buy all kinds of tools they needed. Our          
Emergency Relief Fund Committee had some 

funds available for such a request and voted to 
support their request. The outcome of such a   

project goes beyond all expectations.

The group works together, makes money for their 
families, and earned a good reputation among 
the people living in those villages for the work 

they do to the poor free of charge. The Gospel 
came to the villages and now there are 3 new    
Bible Study groups which have started there. 

Isn’t that a miracle of how the Lord turned bad 
into good?

In Kiev we work with the pastors who are       
refugees and are reaching out to the people from 
Donetsk and Lugansk region. Pastors Oleg and 

Yuri distribute food packages we provide to 
them. But they also invite people to meet with 

the Bible study groups. In fact those 2 groups are 
more like new church plants with regular        

services on Sundays.

The total list of pastors both in the occupied areas 
and those who are refugees consists of 21 people 

whom we support on a monthly basis. All the 
refugees’ pastors were also supported with the 

funds for renting apartments or houses under our 
“Housing Project.” 

In the occupied areas we work with the same 
churches we used to work with before the war. In 

most of the places about 50% of the church    
members left to Ukraine and to Russia, and     
people remaining there are primary elderly      

people with no relatives left and having no place 
to go. The new governments of those areas 

started to pay pensions in Russian currency, but 
the prices for the foodstuff went up many times 

compared with the Ukraine economy. It is hard to 
get foodstuff there from the Ukrainian side.   

However, working together with the churches in 
Russia we exchange information and resources 
and the foodstuff and other humanitarian aid is 
delivered there from Russia. (It is easier for the 

Russians to get the supplies into occupied          
regions). 

From our side we were able to support about 200 
families in the occupied areas with the funds   

designated for purchasing firewood and coal for 
the winter. This will be a very big need and over 

the next month’s we’ll do as much as the re-
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sources will allow us to support families with funds for heating. 

Speaking in general, it looks like the separation of Ukraine is not 
something that will be overcome soon. Needless to say, a lot of 

people in the occupied areas like to be independent from Ukraine. 
The best option for them is to join with Russia, or stay as an        

independent state. Of course, that is not what the state of Ukraine 
likes, so there is no military solution for taking that territory back 
under Ukraine. In other words, Ukraine probably could do it from 
a military point of view, but what do you do with the population 

there who just hates Ukraine? From another side, people in 
Ukraine will never vote for giving Donetsk and Lugansk any    

special rights and privileges compared to the rest of the Ukrainian 
regions. The whole situation is a dead-end.

Pastor Gennadiy Prosyanko from Donetsk Region now carries  
supplies into occupied areas where he ministered for many years. 
He also supports the Ukraine military with supplies, taking them 
much needed water and praying for them at each post. Gennadiy 

says that the soldiers look for his regular visits and ask him to 
pray for them as they defend their borders.

Our life and ministry is not only about the war and the             

refugees… 
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For me one of the most remarkable moments of 
this year, was a visit to the small Ukrainian town 

where the shelter for kids with physical             
disabilities is situated. On a back street of the 

town, surrounded with the high fence there is a 
home for over 120 kids who, due to various      

disabilities, were left by their parents. The head 
doctor of that shelter told me – here you’ll see all 

kinds of physical dysfunctions exist. 

Together with the group of volunteers we went 
inside, and I understood right away what she 

meant. Children with abnormally big heads; with 
undeveloped legs; huge humpbacks; all kinds of 
mental disabilities; a lot of children were dressed 

in the strait jackets so they would not harm   
themselves and those around them. These are 
children with no future. They the home where 

they stay and will most likely die. The only break 
in the daily routine of their existence there is the 

monthly visits of Christian volunteers.

It is always a danger to forget kids like those I’ve 
visited, so in our work we try to keep a balance 

and help not only the refugees and people in the 
occupied areas, but others, such as these           

children, as well. 

Every month we receive a list of needs. Then we 
go to the places where help has been requested 

and meet with the people in need. It is difficult to 
see the amount of needs, pain, and tears. I often 

feel myself very down with all that I see. But 
again and again I see the mercy of the Lord. I see 

His faithfulness in giving what is needed. I’m   
always saying to my team here – it is not about 
the money, but it is about showing God to peo-

ple, using the money.

Thanks again to all who contribute to our        
ministry here. We appreciate that a lot and         

understand that without your support there 
would be hundreds and thousands of people 
who would not be showing love and mercy. 

Thanks a lot, on behalf of all the people we’re 
serving together!

Yours in Him,

Brother Sasha

--------------------------------------------

Discipling Ministries International

[DMI]

Mission Trip Update

A mission team composed of a Doctor, nurses,  
laity and pastors will leave November 2 for a 10 
day trip. The team will travel to the western part 

of the Ukraine, to the city of Ivano-Frankivsk. 
The medical team will set up clinics while the  
pastors will be meeting with refugees from the 
East and preaching in several churches. Funds 

raised will be used to purchase needed           
medicines. There is time for donations to be 

made for this mission effort. 

Please send to:

DMI

C/o Elder Pat McCoy

P.O Box 69

Culloden, GA 31016

Please pray for the safety in travel and for the 
LORD to use mission team members to share the 

gospel to the people of the Ukraine. Consider 
‘friending” Discipling Ministries Inter. on       

Facebook. We hope to give updates                    
during the trip. 

— WDRjr 
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HE KEEPS ME SINGING

All my life was wrecked by sin and strife,

discord filled my heart with pain,

Jesus swept across the broken string stirred

the slumbering chords again.

Luther Bridgers, the author of this popular hymn, was born in 1884 and 

died in 1948. He attended Asbury College in Wilton, Kentucky and was 

ordained into the ministry at the age of 17. He would marry Sarah Veatch 

and to this union was born 3 boys.

In 1910, Bridgers accepted a two week invitation to preach a meeting in 

Kentucky. The LORD blessed him greatly in his preaching and many   

people were convicted of their sins and professed belief in Jesus Christ.  

After the last service, Bridgers was told of a phone call for him from   

Georgia where his family was living. Thinking it was his wife, he became 

anxious to tell her of the great blessings of the LORD that he had just    

experienced. Instead, the caller gave him terrible news. He was told that 

his wife and children had just perished in a house fire.

Luther Bridgers was devastated. He related to others that the grief he bore 

was almost too much for him. Understandably, it was said that for the 

next few months he struggled emotionally and spiritually. Yet, his faith 

remained intact and he went on to faithfully serve the LORD until his 

death in 1948. 

Though there is doubt expressed among some scholars as to the origin of 

this hymn, still others believe that this hymn came out of his experiences 

in dealing with the loss of his family. Which ever may be the case, the 

hymn speaks wonderfully of the grace and mercy of the LORD extended 

to those who deal with great trials and afflictions.

When such trials and heartaches come our way, may it be our testimony 

that the LORD has kept us singing! WDRjr

(INFORMATION ABOUT LUTHER BRIDGERS CAME FROM SEVERAL WEBSITES INCLUDING:
WWW. HYMN-STORIES .COM)



OBITUARIES

BOWEN, Elliott R.

November 10, 1924 to August 28, 2015.

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

DEVANE, Marian T 

November 1, 1936 to March 17, 2015.

Grace Community Chapel, Valdosta, Georgia.

DURDEN, Nadija

May 16, 1920 - August 1, 2015.

Antioch Primitive Baptist Church, Twin City, GA

MOBLEY, William H. (Deacon)

December 31, 1931 to March 16, 2015.

Grace Community Chapel, Valdosta, Georgia.

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 

sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 

word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 

the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 

shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 

and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then 

we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 

Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
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In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to 

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated       

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,

inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons 

in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is ,

sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will, 

and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,

and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,

and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 

Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the 

Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We 

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by 

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the 

Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the 

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and 

fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body 

reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment 

in hell forever.


