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The Supremacy Of Christ And
Truth In A Postmodern World
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Editors Note: The following article is an excerpt of a sermon delivered by Voddie Baucham at the
2006 Desiring God National Conference. Baucham was a prominent voice within the world of
reformed theology, having been both a pastor, as well as a professor of theology and apologetics at
both the African Christian University in Lusaka, Zambia and the Founders Seminary in Cape
Coral, Florida. Sadly, Baucham died unexpectedly on September 25 at the age of 56. A video of
this sermon can be found by clicking here.

          Now that is an ironic title, “The Supremacy of Christ in Truth in a Post-
Modern World,” because if you know anything about post-modernity, you know
that that word truth at times is a difficult one to grasp and is a difficult one to
bring alongside post-modern epistemology. But being difficult to grasp or difficult
to sort of incorporate in post-modern epistemology is not really the issue at hand
because the first part of that title, “The Supremacy of Christ,” is the issue at hand.
See, postmodernism is not what is supreme in this world. Christ is that which is
supreme in this world. So if there is an issue between Christ and post-modernity,
guess who wins, all day, every day, and twice on Sunday?

Two Competing Worldviews

          There are two main competing worldviews in our culture. Those two main
competing worldviews have been referred to by many different titles, but for the
sake of this morning, let me sort of distinguish them this way. There is Christian
theism on the one hand, and this secular humanism — this post-modern version
of secular humanism — on the other. And although it is somewhat of an
oversimplification, just bear with me for a moment because what I would like to
do is sort of set the stage for you in looking at these two competing worldviews,
then address what I like to call “life’s ultimate questions” from the perspective of
each of these two worldviews, and look at what the Scriptures have to say in
regard to these ultimate questions.

          As it relates to these two worldviews, I want to look at them categorically.
We’ll look at them through the major categories of how they answer questions of
God, the question of man, the question of truth, the question of knowledge, and
the question of ethics. Now, there are some who would add a couple of other
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worldview categories, but for now, those five will suffice.

The Question Of God

          When it comes to the question of God, for example, Christian theism
obviously looks at the question from a theistic perspective. There is a God who is
a necessary and intelligent sovereign, all-powerful being. On the other hand,
however, this post-modern secular humanism is really, at its core, atheistic. There
is no God in secular humanism. Man is the starting point in secular humanism.
Now, that is rather ironic in our culture because secular humanism is the
overriding worldview of most of the people in our culture, yet when we poll
Americans, for example, the overwhelming majority say that they believe in God.
Just put a pin there for a moment. We’ll come back to it.

The Question Of Man

          Secondly, ask the question of the nature of man. Christian theism sees man
as a special creation, made in the very image of God, whereas this post-modern
secular humanism sees man as a single-celled organism run amok, a glorified ape
who has lost most of his hair and gained opposable thumbs, a cosmic accident
with no real rhyme or reason.

The Question Of Truth And Knowledge

 To the question of truth, Christian theism looks at the question of truth and says
that truth is absolute. Whatever is true is true for all people in all places at all
times, whereas this post-modern secular humanism views truth differently. Classic
secular humanism viewed truth through the epistemological lens of naturalistic
materialism. Nature is a closed system, and so all that we can know, we can only
know through this closed system called nature, which is why it’s inherently
atheistic, because if nature is a closed system, then there is, by definition, no such
thing as the supernatural.



          Now, when you combine these things, and it doesn’t seem that you would be
able to combine these things, if you believe in this sort of naturalistic materialism,
why would you ever presume to refer to yourself as a Christian or anything like a
Christian or say that you have a belief in some God when from an epistemological
perspective you have excluded even the possibility of God?

           Folks, trust me when I tell you that there are plenty of people who openly
make this assertion. For example, John Shelby Spong in his book, A New
Christianity for a New World, openly argues from the perspective of naturalistic
materialism, and he argues that what we need to do is move toward a non-theistic
view of God, and you can help me on that. Come see me later on.

          But we have evolved to this theistic perspective and we need to continue to
evolve to a non-theistic view of God. And so as a result of latching on to this
epistemology, you have a man who spent thirty years in pastoral ministry, was a
lecturer at Harvard Divinity School, who says things like, and I quote,

          I do not believe that Jesus entered this world by the miracle of a virgin birth
          or that virgin births occur anywhere except in mythology. I do not believe
          that a literal star guided literal wise men to bring Jesus gifts or that literal
          angels sang to hillside shepherds to announce his birth. I do not believe that
          Jesus was born in Bethlehem or that he fled into Egypt to escape the wrath
          of King Herod. I regard these as legends that later became historicized as
          the tradition grew and developed and as people sought to understand the
          meaning and the power of the Christ-life.

          That’s what happens when you cloak yourself in priestly robes, but hold on
to this kind of secular human epistemology that views nature as a closed system
and man is no more than an evolved beast.

The Question Of Ethics

          What about the view of ethics? Well, Christian theism views ethics as



absolute, whereas secular humanism and this post-modern secular humanism view
ethics as cultural and negotiable. What’s ethical in your culture is not necessarily
what is ethical in another culture, and each culture negotiates its own ethics, and
each period of time, each period of history, negotiates its own ethics. Therefore,
there are many history professors who were unwilling to say that what Nazi
Germany did in its attempt to exterminate the Jews was unethical because
somehow it fit within the framework of their negotiated ethics within the context
of their culture in their time.

Life’s Ultimate Questions

           And with these two frameworks, I want us to look at how it lives itself out
in real life and how we address this issue of truth and the supremacy of Christ in
truth, in the post-modern world. I believe that every human being who has ever
lived or will ever live is asking, has asked, or will ask four basic questions. They
are the same four basic questions no matter where you live, whether you are in
Asia or Africa or Europe or here in North America. They are the same four basic
questions, whether you lived in the first century or the 21st century or if the Lord
should tarry, you live in the 31st century. These four questions are these: Who am
I? Why am I here? What is wrong with the world? And how can what is wrong be
made right?

          We may not all articulate those questions, but it is in the soul of every man
to wrestle with those questions. Who am I? What is my nature? What is my
essence? Why am I here? What is my goal? What is my purpose? What is wrong
with the world? Because it’s obvious that something is wrong and how can what is
wrong be made right? Because the idea of a world where it cannot be made right is
unthinkable and unlivable.

          Allow me to answer these questions first from the perspective of our culture
and then we’ll look at the book of Colossians, Colossians 1, to answer them from
the perspective of Christian theism. If we asked this post-modern secular
humanism this question or these four questions, here are the answers we get.



          Who am I? The answer? You are nothing. You are an accident. You are a
mistake. You are a glorified ape. That’s all you are. You are the result of random
evolutionary processes. That is it. No rhyme, no reason, no purpose. That is all
you are.

          Why am I here? You are here to consume and enjoy, get all you can, can all
you get, sit on the can. That’s why you’re here. That’s the only thing that matters.
Remember when they asked the question of Lee Iacocca, when Chrysler was at its
apex and he was making money hand over fist, how much money would be
enough? He was as honest as any man has ever been. His answer, “A little bit
more. Always a little bit more.” Consume and enjoy. That’s why you’re here.

          By the way, when you put these two things together, you get terrible results.
If I have no rhyme or reason for my existence, if I am no more than the result of
random evolutionary processes and I only exist to consume and enjoy, the only
thing that matters is if I’m more powerful than you, and if you have something I
need for my enjoyment. Because if you have something I need for my enjoyment
and I am more powerful than you are and there is no rhyme or reason to your
existence, then it is incumbent upon me to take from you what I need for my own
satisfaction.

          Have we not seen this? Have we not seen this lived out in the world? Have
we not seen the logical conclusion of this kind of social Darwinism? Have we not
seen a culture that at one time said there is one race that has further evolved than
all other races and because the Aryan race is further evolved than all other races,
it is incumbent upon the Aryan race to dominate and/or exterminate other races
in order to usher in the next level of our evolution?

          But don’t look down on them. Don’t look down on their scientists and their
biologists who looked upon Jews as things and not people in order to justify their
extermination because that’s exactly what our scientists and biologists do to the
baby in the womb. The same concept of eugenics, the same concept of all that is



an inconvenient lump of flesh or even more sinister, this child will be severely
deformed and will therefore hinder your ability to consume and enjoy. Or worse,
you are old and feeble. The end is near. You not only have a right to die, but you
have a duty to die. We can give you this cocktail and your children won’t have to
take care of you anymore.

Who Am I?

          Who am I? According to secular humanism, I’m nothing. Why am I here?
To make the most of it, to consume and enjoy while I can. What is wrong with the
world? Well, if you ask secular humanism what is wrong with the world, the
answer’s very simple. People are either insufficiently educated or insufficiently
governed. That’s what’s wrong with the world. People either don’t know enough,
or they’re not being watched enough. That’s what’s wrong with the world. How
can what is wrong be made right? More education, more government. That’s the
only answer our culture can come up with. Teach people more stuff. The only
problem with that is if you take a sinful, murderous human being and educate that
individual, they merely become more sophisticated in their ability to destroy.

          Well, then we need to govern them more. Really? Who’s governing the
governors? The answers to these questions leave those who adhere to this
philosophy wanting and empty and lacking. How then do we respond? I’m so glad
you asked. Open your Bibles with me to Colossians 1, and let’s see how the Bible
responds to these same questions. Let’s see how the Christian worldview responds
to these same issues. Let’s see how the supremacy of Christ can be applied to life’s
ultimate questions, to the questions of who am I and why am I here and what is
wrong with the world and how can what is wrong be made right? Colossians 1,
begin with me in Colossians 1:15 as we take these questions in turn.

Question number one: Who am I? Look beginning verse 15:

          He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him
          all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether



          thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
          through him and for him. (Colossians 1:15–16)

          Here’s the irony. The question is who am I? It almost seems like the text
didn’t answer the question. If you’re starting with me, if you’re starting with man,
and my question is “Who am I?”, why does the text start with “He is”? Because of
the supremacy of Christ and truth. You see, the text begins with Christ as the
Creator of all things, so the answer to the question “Who am I?” begins with who
Jesus is.

          He is the image of the invisible God. He is the icon, if you will. He is the
exact representation. He is the picture in human flesh of who God is. He is God
on this earth. He is God with us, God among us, he is the Almighty. “For by him
all things were created.” He is the Creator of all things. Well, which things? in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities — all things were created through him.” This harkens back to John
1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God,” which also harkens back to Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.” If we continue to read, we find these marvelous words.
“Let us make man in our image and in our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).

          So who am I? Secular humanism says that I am the result of random
processes. Christian theism says, “I am the crowning glory of the creation of
God.” Christian theism says, “He knit me together in my mother’s womb.”
Christian theism says, “I am no accident. I am no result of random processes.”
Christian theism says whether I am tall and beautiful or whether I am small and
not so handsome, whether my body functions perfectly or I am deformed severely,
I am “the crowning glory of the creation of God,” and as a result I have inherent
dignity and inherent worth and inherent value.

          Christian theism cannot comprehend ideas like racism and classism and
eugenics. Christian theism looks at the Black man and the not-so-Black man. You
categorize the world how you want to. I categorize the world how I want to. Well, 



it’s okay that you’re not Black like me. God loves you just like you are, and the
question always comes. Well, if that’s the case, it’s always hovering. Even when
people don’t ask it, the question hovers, it lingers. I don’t like lingering and
hovering questions. I say, let’s get it over with.

          Here’s the lingering and hovering question. You say that in the context and
confines of this Christian theism, there is no room for this kind of racism, but we
know for a fact that there have been cultures who claimed, on the one hand, this
allegiance to Christian theism and on the other hand they embraced racism and
slavery. What are you going to do with that? I don’t have to do anything with
that.

          Narrative is not normative. Just because it happened doesn’t mean it was
right. Here’s my issue. It stopped. What made it stop? What was the underlying
worldview that rose up and said, “This is inconsistent?” What was the underlying
worldview that says, “We are an exercise in cognitive dissonance here?” What was
the underlying worldview that rose up and said, “You cannot on the one hand
claim allegiance to Christian theism and on the other hand despise men because of
the color of their skin?” Was it wrong? Yes, it was wrong, but by what standard?
By the standard of the supremacy of Christ. Secular humanism can’t grasp this
truth, but when we grasp the supremacy of Christ, we can’t escape this truth.

          Who am I? Who are you? The crowning glory of the creation of God. I
don’t care what anyone has ever said to you, what anyone has ever told you. I
don’t care if your mother and your father look you in your eye and told you that
you were a mistake. You are the crowning glory of the creation of God. I will
never forget the moment I grasped this. I spent much of my life wondering why.

          I was raised by a single teenage mother in the projects in South Central Los
Angeles. She was 17 years old when she became pregnant with me. She and my
father married briefly, but she ended up raising me alone from the time I was
about a year old, raising me in the drug-infested, gang-infested projects in South
Central Los Angeles where at that time the average life expectancy for a young 



young woman in my mother’s condition and says, “It would be irresponsible for
you to carry this pregnancy through.”

           But who am I? The crowning glory of the creation of God. Regardless of
the circumstances surrounding my birth or yours, regardless of difficulties or
infirmities with which you wrestle, regardless of your class or your station in life
because of the supremacy of Christ, in truth, you are what the creator of the
universe says you are, and by breathing into you the very breath of life, he says,
“You have value.” He says, “You have dignity.” He says, “You have worth,” and
he says that I had better recognize that in you as well as in myself, and so we see
the supremacy of Christ in truth in question number one.

Why Am I Here?

          Question number two: Why am I here? This post-modern secular humanism
basically says that we are here to make the most of it. There is no rhyme or
reason, so we’re here to make the most of it, consume, enjoy. That’s why you are
here. This is the overarching mentality in our culture, both inside and outside of
the church. This is the overarching mentality that brings us to this place of
unquenchable materialism. This is the overarching and overriding mentality that
causes people in our culture where the rest of the world looks at children as a
blessing, we look at them as a blight and as a burden.

          Where the poorest nations in the world talk about how many children they
can have, we talk about how many children we can afford. We have houses that
are larger than they’ve ever been and families that are smaller than they’ve ever
been. Cars, minivans. Why? When our attitude toward children is a boy for me
and a girl for you and praise the Lord, we’re finally through. Why? Because they
get in the way of our consumption and our enjoyment. They cost too much.
That’s secular humanism.

          Christian theism looks at the question of why are we here and answers it
very differently. Again, we go to the supremacy of Christ. Look at the next part of 



the text. “All things have been created through him and for him. He is before all
things, in all things hold together. He is also the head of the body, the church. He is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead so that he himself might come to have first
place in every thing. All things were created through him and all things were created
for him. The ultimate purpose of all things is to bring him glory and honor and that
he might have the supremacy in all things,” so who am I? The crowning glory of the
creation of God.

          Why am I here? To bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ. That’s
why I exist. That is why you exist. That is why he breathed into us the very breath
of life. He is to have supremacy and preeminence in all things. He is to have
supremacy and preeminence in your life, supremacy and preeminence in the
church, supremacy and preeminence over death and hell and the grave, supremacy
and preeminence over all. So why am I here? Not just to consume and to enjoy.

          And listen, let me clarify this. God is not against you having things. He’s
just against things having you, and there’s a vast difference between the two. But
we exist to bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ. I have the privilege of
lecturing on college campuses all around this country and this is an issue that I
love to bring to the fore when dealing with these college students because most of
them walk onto that campus and they have one thing in mind. What can I get here
that will facilitate my consumption and enjoyment? That’s why most people
change their majors three or four times before they get out of college. Here’s how
you do it. You come to college and you have major number one. Oftentimes a
dream major. Has nothing to do with your aptitude. It’s a dream.

          I meet students all the time and I always shake their hand and ask them a
couple of questions, ask them where they’re from, I ask them what they’re
studying and ask them what year they’re in and this happens. I walk up and I
shake hands, “Hey, how you doing? Where you from?” “Oh, I’m from Podock,
Iowa.” “Great. What are you studying?” “Pre-med and microbiology.” My next
question is, “You’re a freshman, right?” To which they respond, “Well, yes. How



did you know that?” “That stuff is hard. You won’t be in it next year, but again,
hey, if that’s your aptitude.” I’m not talking about if that’s your aptitude. I’m
talking about if you just walk in and that’s your dream because of the prestige of
that position. That’s how we get major number one, that dream major.

          How do we get major number two? You go to Fortune 500 magazine, find
out who’s making the most money, which one of them have the least amount of
education, you major in that. That becomes difficult.

          How do you get major number three? Oh, around the second semester of
your junior year you walk into a counselor’s office and say, “Excuse me, but what
do I have the most hours in? Yep, sounds like I’ll be taking that right there.” By
that time, our major is get out-ology. And how about this radical idea? God knit
you together in your mother’s womb and gave you a unique mix of gifts and
talents and abilities and desires, and what would it look like if we grasped the
supremacy of Christ in truth as it relates to our very purpose for existing, and saw
to it that all of our education as Richard Baxter would say, “That Christ would be
the beginning and the end and the supreme goal of all of our education.”

          What if we saw our studies as stewardship? What if we raised our children
not to go and do something that would make us proud, but what if we raised them
with a keen eye toward discovering the way that God has put them together so
that we could shepherd them and nurture them toward allowing God to squeeze
out of them all that he has put into them because we continually taught them and
focused on the supremacy of Christ in truth as it relates to their very purpose for
existing. He is before all things.

          Why did you choose your last job? Was it because of the supremacy of
Christ in truth as it relates to your purpose for existing or was it because it paid
you more than the place you were before? Pastor, how’d you choose your current
church? Was it because of a pursuit of the supremacy of Christ in truth in all
things, even as it relates to your pastoral purpose or was it because this position is



a little more prestigious than your last one? “All things were made through him and
for him.”

What Is Wrong With The World?

          What about the next question? What is wrong with the world? There’s
obviously something wrong with the world. Look at the next part of the text.

          For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to
          reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace
          by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were alienated and hostile in
          mind, doing evil deeds. (Colossians 1:19–21)
          
          Stop. What is wrong with the world? You. I mean, me too, but mainly you.
“Hostile in mind and engaged in evil deeds.” What is wrong with the world? You
are the crowning glory of the creation of God. You are created to live and bring
glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ and instead you are hostile toward the
one by whom and for whom you are created. That is what’s wrong with the world.

          As students come up to me all the time after taking a semester in
philosophy, there ought to be a rule. You should not be able to talk about
philosophy unless you’ve had more than a semester of philosophy. If you haven’t
had any, that’s fine, talk away, but if you’ve had a semester, you are messed up.
Be better off just not taking it at all.

          And they’ll come up and they’ll say things to me and they’ve thought these
things out and I’m on the campus to talk about these issues and dealing with
apologetics and they want to catch me alone and ask me these questions, and they
look at me and they say, “I just wanted to ask you, if you believe in a God that is
omnipotent and omni benevolent, then how do you reconcile the issue of
theodicy?” To which I respond, “Took a semester of philosophy, right?” “Well,
yes. How did you know?” “Because is you hadn’t, you’d have just said, ‘Listen,



God’s so powerful and so good, how come bad stuff happens?’ But I’m not going
to answer the question until you ask it correctly.” “I worked on that all week.
What do you mean ask it correctly?” “You’re not asking the question properly.”
“What do you mean ask the question properly? It’s my question. You can’t tell me
how to ask my question.” “I will answer your question when you ask it properly.”
“How do I ask it properly?” “Here’s how you ask that question properly. You
look me in my eyes and you ask me this, ‘How on earth can a holy and righteous
God know what I did and though and said on yesterday and not kill me in my
sleep last night?’.

          You ask it that way and we can talk, but until you ask the question that
way, you don’t understand the issue. Until you ask the question that way, you
believe the problem is out there. Until you ask the question that way, you believe
that there are somehow some individuals who in and of themselves deserve
something other than the wrath of almighty God. Until you ask me the question
that way, until you flip the script and ask the question this way and say, “Why is it
that we are here today? Why has he not consumed and devoured each and every
one of us? Why? Why? Oh, God, does your judgment and your wrath tarry?”
When you ask it that way, you understand the issue. When you ask it the other
way, you believe in the supremacy of man. How dare God not employ his power
on behalf of almighty man? You flip the question around, you believe in the
supremacy of Christ.

          How dare I steal his air, because the last breath I took, I borrowed it from
him and I’m never going to give it back. When you borrow something and never
give it back, you’re stealing. To me, you need to take a moment and get right,
right now. The problem is me. The problem is
the fact that I do not acknowledge the supremacy of Christ and truth. The
problem is I start with me as the measure of all things. The problem is I judge God
based upon how well he carries out my agenda for the world, and I believe in the
supremacy of me in truth, and as a result, I want a God who is omnipotent but
not sovereign. If I have a God who is omnipotent but not sovereign, I can wield
his power, but if my God is both omnipotent and sovereign, I am at his mercy.         



          Who am I? The crowning glory of the creation of God, knit together in my
mother’s womb. Why am I here? To bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus
Christ. What is wrong with the world? Me. I don’t do what I was meant to do.

How Can What Is Wrong Be Made Right?

          How can what is wrong be made right? Look at the last part of the text,
Colossians 1:22, one of the most beautiful words in the whole Bible, yet. I needed
that. Amen. Can you imagine what life would be like if statements like these in the
Scriptures weren’t followed by yet? Nevertheless,

          He has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present
          you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you
          continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the
          gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under
          heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. (Colossians 1:22–23)

          How can what is wrong be made right? We see two things in that last set of
statements. Number one, we see that what is wrong could be made right by the
penal, substitutionary, atoning death of Christ, and secondly, by that if statement,
we see that it cannot be made right any other way. The supremacy of Christ in
truth, in redemption. We see the supremacy of Christ in his exclusivity. There is
no other means by which man can be justified. There is no other name under
heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved. Christ died for sin, once for
all, the just, for the unjust in order that he might bring us back to God. All we like
sheep had gone astray. Each of us had turned to his own way, but God had
caused the iniquity of us all to rest on him. How can what is wrong be made right?
What is the answer?

          Every other religious system in the world, and again an oversimplification,
but forgive me for the sake of time, every other religion in the world basically
boils down to this. You need to have a religious experience and from that moment
on, you need to do more good things than bad, and then hope for the best when



you die. They may differ in what that experience needs to be and how they define
the good, but ultimately, I need to have an experience and from that moment on, I
need to do everything in my power to do more of the good and less of the bad,
and still there is no certainty or security.

          I wrestled with this as a young freshman in college. You see, here’s what I
didn’t tell you about my upbringing. I didn’t grow up around Christians or
around Christianity. My mother was a practicing Buddhist. I never heard the
gospel until I got to college. I wrestled with this and ultimately here’s what I
wrestled with. Everything tells me I’m supposed to have a religious experience and
then do more good than bad, hope for the best when I die.

          Three problems with that. Number one: I can’t be good. I tried. I can’t do it.
I’m incapable of it. I am totally, radically depraved, beyond the shadow of any
doubt. I can’t be good even when I do things that look to be good, I do them for
wrong motives and that destroys the good that was in them. I can’t be good.
Second problem. What about all the things I did before my religious experience?
Third problem. Where’s my assurance?

          The answer? The supremacy of Christ in truth as it relates to redemption.
The answer? God made him who knew no sin to become sin for us in order that
we might become the righteousness of God in him. The answer? After God has
apparently overlooked these sins in days gone by and as it would have appeared
that there could have been some question about his justice, as it would’ve
appeared that someone somewhere could have said, “God, how can you claim to
be righteous and you did not crush Moses, the murderer. You did not crush
Abraham, the liar. You did not crush David, the adulterer. How O God?” As
though there were a moment in time where some of those questions could have
been legitimately asked, there came a day when God crushed and killed his son
and satisfied his wrath in order to that he be both just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus Christ.

          Was that enough for Adam’s sin? Was that enough for Moses sin? Was that 



enough for Abraham’s sin? Can you hear the rhetorical questions from Calvary?
Was that enough for your sin? Was that enough for you to recognize the
supremacy of Christ in truth as it relates to redemption? There was nothing else
that could have been done that would’ve allowed God to be both just and our
justifier, but in Christ, in his humiliation and his exaltation. The question is
answered. How can what is wrong be made right?

          What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
          What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
          – Nothing but the Blood

          There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;
          And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.
          – There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood

          How can what is wrong be made right? The spotless, sinless lamb of God is
crushed, rejected, and killed to pay a debt that he did not owe, on behalf of
sinners who could never pay him back. Who am I? The crowning glory of the
creation of God. Why am I here? To bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus
Christ. What is wrong with the world? Me, and everyone like me who refuse to
acknowledge the supremacy of Christ and live in pursuit of the supremacy of self.
How can what is wrong be made right? Through the penal, substitutionary,
atoning death of the Son of God and through repentance and faith on the part of
sinners.

Juxtaposition Of Worldviews

          You juxtapose these two worldviews, and something very interesting
happens. On the one hand, you are left empty, and you are left hopeless. On the
one hand, man is left worthless. On the one hand, you are left to pursue your own
satisfaction and never find it. And on the other, you are precious. You have a
purpose. But you are powerless, but it’s okay because you were purchased. This is 



the supremacy of Christ in truth in a post-modern world. As we walk through the
highways and byways and look into the lifeless eyes of individuals who have
bought the lie, let us rest assured that we possess the answer and we are possessed
by the answer. The answer is Christ and his supremacy in truth.

 Let us rest assured that those who walk aimlessly through this life will never be
satisfied with the answers that our culture has seen fit to give, and the further we
have run away from the supremacy of Christ, the further we have run away from
the only thing that will ever satisfy and the only thing that will ever suffice, and let
us rest assured that the supremacy of Christ in truth also means the sufficiency of
Christ in truth. We preach Jesus and him crucified, and I’m not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ because it is the power of God unto salvation for those who
believe. To the Jew first, and also to the Greek. This is the supremacy of Christ in
truth, in a post-modern, pre-Christian, dying, rotting, decaying, and hurting
world. Let us therefore embrace it and proclaim it passionately, confidently, and
relentlessly because after all, that is why we are here.
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          In this article, we will examine Joel 2:28-32. This passage has what is
perhaps the most memorable verse in the book of Joel. We are probably most
familiar with it because we find it again in the New Testament. This Old
Testament passage is pregnant with promise that is fulfilled in the New
Testament. It was on the day of Pentecost that the Apostle Peter quoted some of
these verses in his sermon. We will compare that portion of Peter’s sermon to this
text, and we will see what Peter had to say about it. Most of what we have read in
Joel so far has not been good news. Most of what we have read in Joel thus far
gives us an understanding of why prophets were not very well-liked. The first part
of this book gives some understanding of why the prophets were burdened by the
revelations they were given. It was only in our last message that we covered the
turning point in this book. Prior to verse 18 of chapter two, Joel has not been easy
to read, or to hear. That is not the case with the text before us. This was good
news for Israel in Joel’s day. It was good news for believers in Peter’s day, and it is
good news today to all who can hear it.

          (28) And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon
          all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
          shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: (29) And also upon
          the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.
          (30) And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and
          fire, and pillars of smoke. (31) The sun shall be turned into darkness, and
          the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD
          come. (32) And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name
          of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be
          deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD
          shall call.  –  Joel 2:28-32

          We may divide this passage into two parts. Verses 28 and 29 are revelation.
Verses 30 through 32 speak of deliverance. We may further subdivide the second
part into two parts: verses 30 and 31 speak of the signs of the coming day, and
verse 32 describes those who will be delivered. That is our outline for this message.



          As we consider verses 28 and 29 together, we see a phrase repeated. Verse 28
contains the phrase, “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;” and verse 29 repeats
that phrase, “I will pour out my Spirit.” It is characteristic of Hebrew literature
that repetition of a word or phrase elevates the emphasis of that thought. In our
text, this repetition acts as bookends. We should be concerned with what comes
between those two occurrences. But first, let us examine how very 28 begins.
“And it shall come to pass afterward,” What is the afterward? What comes before
the afterward?  For that, we must look at the preceding verses.  In our last
message, we noted God’s promises of restoration of the land.  For His own glory,
God will restore Israel.  He will do so not because of what they have done.  He
will do so because of His covenant promises to Israel.  God is the God of Israel.
God’s people will not be put to shame.  We can understand that to mean that
God’s people will not be disgraced, or better yet, God’s people will not be without
His grace.  As this is prophecy, we know that there is more than one meaning, and
more than one fulfillment.  There is a near fulfillment.  The near fulfillment speaks
of the literal restoration of all that has been destroyed by the locusts.  The people
of Joel’s day would have seen that fulfillment.  There is also a far fulfillment,
because the prophecy speaks of more than a literal devastation of locusts.  It
alludes to some other devastation of the land.  Because there is some other
devastation, there is also some other restoration.  The short-term near fulfillment
is the physical restoration of the blessings of provision of rain and crops and wine
and oil and fruit.  There is also a spiritual implication here.  There will be a greater
and more important restoration.  There will be a spiritual restoration.  We know
this because the text says so.  Afterward, there will be a pouring out of God’s
Spirit on all flesh.  When the Bible uses such language, it does not always mean
ALL without exception.  In this case, it means ALL without distinction.  The
pouring out of the Spirit will be upon all kinds of people.  It will not be restricted
to a race or an office or a class of people.  The presence of the Spirit was limited in
the Old Testament.  We read of a restricted outpouring of the Spirit in Numbers
chapter 11.

          Numbers 11:16-17
          (16) And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the



          elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and
          officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation,
          that they may stand there with thee. (17) And I will come down and talk
          with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put
          it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that
          thou bear it not thyself alone.

          God’s purpose was clear. Moses needed help.  He needed God-fearing,
Spirit-led men to assist him. God provided Moses with the help he needed. A few
verses later in Numbers chapter 11, we read:

          Numbers 11:25-29
          (25) And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took
          of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it
          came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and
          did not cease. (26) But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name
          of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad: and the spirit
          rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went not out
          unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied in the camp. (27) And there ran a
          young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the
          camp. (28) And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his
          young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them. (29) And
          Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the
          LORD'S people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit
          upon them!

          Our text in Joel speaks of a more generous outpouring of the Spirit of God.
It will be in greater measure than in the past. There will be an abundant
outpouring of the Spirit in the future. Among those who will receive this
outpouring, there will be male and female, young and old, Jews and Gentiles. We
first read of this in Acts chapter 2. There are other occurrences in Acts chapters 8,
10, and 21. The Apostle Paul wrote of the evidences of Spiritual gifts in 1
Corinthians chapter 14.



          Earlier, we said that verses 28 and 29 speak of revelation. In these verses,
God reveals what will happen. What will happen is the outpouring of His Spirit
upon all flesh. Let us take a moment and see the beginning of the fulfillment of
that promise in Acts. 2:1-4.
         
          Acts 2:1-4
          (1) And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one
          accord in one place. (2) And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of
          a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. (3)
          And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
          each of them. (4) And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to
          speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

          This was a miraculous thing.  It was also the immediate fulfillment of the
promise Jesus had given to His disciples in John 14:15-17.

          John 14:15-17
          (15) If ye love me, keep my commandments. (16) And I will pray the Father,
          and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
          ever; (17) Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because
          it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth
          with you, and shall be in you.

          John 14:25-26
          (25) These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. (26)
          But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in
          my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
          remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

          Acts 2:14-18
          (14) But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto
          them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known
          unto you, and hearken to my words: (15) For these are not drunken, as ye



          suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. (16) But this is that which
          was spoken by the prophet Joel; (17) And it shall come to pass in the last
          days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons
          and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
          and your old men shall dream dreams: (18) And on my servants and on my
          handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall
          prophesy:

          Acts 2:38-39
          (38) Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
          the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
          gift of the Holy Ghost. (39) For the promise is unto you, and to your
          children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
          call.

          All of this is a partial fulfillment of the outpouring of the Spirit.  It was a
sign that God was with His people. This gathering on the Day of Pentecost was a
limited group. Those who were there were Jews. The Spirit enabled
communications among those who otherwise would have needed a translator.
What about the “all flesh” part? The Church of Jesus Christ did indeed grow
beyond the Jews who gathered in Jerusalem.

          In Acts chapter 8, we read of a group of Samaritans.  They were not liked or
respected or even tolerated by most Jews. Samaritans were considered half-breeds
at best, and they were mostly hated by the Jews.  So, imagine the shock when the
Apostles in Jerusalem heard that there were some in Samaria who believed in
Christ?

          Acts 8:14-17
          (14) Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria
          had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: (15)
          Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive
          the Holy Ghost: (16) (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they



          were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) (17) Then laid they their
          hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

           And later, Peter preached in the home of the Roman Centurion by the
name of Cornelius.

          Acts 10:44-48
          (44) While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them
          which heard the word. (45) And they of the circumcision which believed
          were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles
          also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. (46) For they heard them
          speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, (47) Can any
          man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received
          the Holy Ghost as well as we? (48) And he commanded them to be baptized
          in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

          These passages are the fulfillment of God’s promise in Joel 2:28 & 29, as
well as a fulfillment of Jesus’ words in John 10:16 – “And other sheep I have which
are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there
will be one flock and one shepherd.”

           What about daughters who prophesy and old men dreaming dreams?

          Acts 21:8-11
          (8) And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came
          unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which
          was one of the seven; and abode with him. (9) And the same man had four
          daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. (10) And as we tarried there many
          days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. (11)
          And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own
          hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at
          Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into
          the hands of the Gentiles.



          These blessings of the Holy Spirit are evidences of the presence of God with
His people. These blessings of the Holy Spirit are the fulfillment of the promises of
God. It is a demonstration of the sovereign omniscience and omnipotence of the
One True and Living God Who gives good gifts to His people. These blessings of
the Holy Spirit are for the revelation of God. We still need to consider that tricky
word in verse 28, “afterward.”

          How will we know of the afterward? We have the historical record of the
New Testament that tells us when the Holy Spirit was poured out. These events
happened after another event of greatest significance. Joel speaks of the signs of
the coming of this most significant event. This is how God showed that
deliverance was coming.

          Joel 2:30-31
          (30) And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and
          fire, and pillars of smoke. (31) The sun shall be turned into darkness, and
          the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD
          come.

          What happened when Jesus was crucified?

          Matthew 27:44
          (44) The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his
          teeth.

          Mark 15:33
          (33) And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole
          land until the ninth hour.

          Luke 23:44-45
          (44) And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the
          earth until the ninth hour. (45) And the sun was darkened, and the veil of
          the temple was rent in the midst.



          Those are the signs of the coming day. There are two significant events that
we should remember. These that we have read about were on the day of the
crucifixion of Jesus. He died, and was buried, and arose from the grave on the
third day, and He has ascended to the right hand of majesty on high, where He
ever lives to make intercession for His people. But there is a day coming when He
will return. His Word tells us that Christ shall return at a time known only to
God. He is coming back to claim His bride. He is also coming to judge the earth.
Those who are in Christ will rejoice at His coming. Those who have rejected His
free offer of salvation will tremble. All will acknowledge Him for Who He Is. All
will bow the knee to the King of kings and Lord of lords to the glory of God the
Father. In the meantime, in that period of time between the crucifixion of Christ
and His return from heaven, we are living in a period of grace. It is during this
time that God’s elect will be regenerated. Those who are spiritually dead will be
quickened by the Holy Spirit. He will take out the heart of stone and give them a
heart of flesh and put His Spirit within them. God may use any means He chooses
to make this happen. His word tells us of the most ordinary means He uses to
bring His people to faith in Christ. It is simple. It is so simple that some call it
foolishness.

          1 Corinthians 1:18-21
          (18) For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but
          unto us which are saved it is the power of God. (19) For it is written, I will
          destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding 
          of the prudent. (20) Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the
          disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
          (21) For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not
          God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
          believe.

          Yes, our Almighty God uses the ordinary means of preaching as an
ordinary way to bring about a miraculous change.



          Romans 10:8-17
          (8) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
          heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; (9) That if thou shalt
          confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
          God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. (10) For with the
          heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
          made unto salvation. (11) For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on
          him shall not be ashamed. (12) For there is no difference between the Jew
          and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.
          (13) For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (14)
          How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how
          shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they
          hear without a preacher? (15) And how shall they preach, except they be
          sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
          gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! (16) But they have
          not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our
          report? (17) So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
          God.

          Now, please understand, this is not a work of man that brings about
salvation. It is the evidence of it. You and I do not know who God has chosen for
salvation until we see the evidence of that salvation through the faith of those who
believe. Not only do we not know whom God has chosen for salvation, it is also
true that God did not leave it up to us to decide. He has given us His Word. We
know that it is true. He has commissioned His church to go into all the world and
make disciples. We are not responsible for the results. That is up to God. But we
do have a duty take His Word into the World. We trust that Jesus knows His own
sheep, and that His sheep come when He calls.

          John 6:37
          (37) All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to
          me I will in no wise cast out.
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Introduction

Character - “A quality of Christianity”

          Character is defined - The pattern of behavior or personality found in an
individual or group; moral constitution. How a Christian deals with the
circumstances of their life speaks of their character.

          Crisis doesn’t necessarily make character, but it does reveal it. Adversity in
our lives is a crossroads where a person chooses one path – Character or
Compromise. Jesus was the ultimate example of character. Every time we choose
character, we grow more into the image of Christ. Character is who you are when
no one is looking.

Romans 5:1-4 ‘dokime’ (Greek) – Experience, Trustiness, Proof, integrity.

Philippians 2:19-22 – same Greek word

Four Things You Must Know About Character

[1] Character Is More Than Talk.
Anyone can say they have integrity but action is the true indicator. Your
character determines who you are. People that always seem to be at war with
themselves have a problem in their character. 

          [James 2:1]
          But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your
          faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

          [Proverbs 20:11]
          The character of even a child can be known by the way he acts-- whether
          what he does is pure and right.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%205%3A1-4&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A19-22&version=KJV


"Your walk talks and your talk talks but your walk talks louder than your talk
talks.

[2] Talent Is A Gift, But Character Is A Choice
There are a lot of things in our life that we have no control over – We don’t get to
pick our parents, our upbringing, our talents, our IQ. But we do choose our
character. In fact, we create it – every time we make choices.

Read the following scriptures and discuss:
Deuteronomy 30:19; Proverbs 1:28-31.

[3] Character Brings Lasting Success With People
          Lifestyle evangelism is all about relationships. People do not trust those who
have flawed characters. Good character will open up doors for lasting
relationships with those around you. 1 Thessalonians 5:22 tells us to abstain from
all appearance of evil. 

          [2 Corinthians 6:3]
          We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed.

          [Luke 2:52]
          And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

[4] People Cannot Rise Above The Limitations Of Their Character
          Have you ever seen highly talented people fall apart when they reach a
certain level of success? The key to that phenomenon is character. Success without
a good foundation of character is bound for failure.

Bring It Home

[1] Search For The Cracks
          Look at every aspect of your life; Your relationship with God, your spouse,
your children, your peers, and your employer. Identify short cuts and short
comings in those aspects of your life and write them down. Pray about each one.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2030%3A19&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%201%3A28-31&version=KJV


[2] Look For Patterns
          Examine your response to this search. What patterns of weakness do you
see. These are character issues. Ask God to deliver you from these patterns.

[3] Face The Music
          The beginning of character repair is when you face your flaws, repent and
deal with them. This is why so many Christians never get delivered. Repentance is
a good thing.

[4] Rebuild
          Don’t stop by facing up to your actions. Begin building a new future. Keep
praying against your weaknesses, Search the word about these areas, be
accountable to someone in these areas.

          Martin Luther did a work that probably no one else in his highly gifted age
          could have done. He did it because he had the required combination of
          learning, insight, character, and faith. When under God the hour struck in
          1517, the man for the hour was there. The Reformation that had been arrested
          so long could no longer be delayed. – G. Bromiley

          A man took his daughter to the carnival, and she immediately ran over to a
booth and asked for cotton candy. As the attendant handed her a huge ball of it,
the father asked, “Sweetheart, are you sure you can eat all of that?” “Don’t worry,
Dad,” she answered, “I’m a lot bigger on the inside than on the outside.” That’s
what real character is – being bigger on the inside.

Paying Attention To Our Lives

          It is necessary at times to give extra attention to components of our lives.
Sometimes it may be your weight. Sometimes it may be a health issue. Sometimes
it may be an emotional issue. However, one aspect of our lives should receive life
time attention. That is our character.

          What kind of story is your character communicating? Each of our lives is



telling a story. Some stories are good. Some stories are bad. Some stories have a
happy ending. Some stories have a sad ending. We have a choice in how that story
turns out. Your character will affect the telling of your story. We find a
challenging truth on this subject in I Timothy. 4:12. Paul tells Timothy to be an
example of the believer. Your life story will be based on your character. Paul
instructs Timothy to guard his character.

Discuss these three questions as you examine this text.
1. Why be concerned about your character?
2. What will a Godly character accomplish?
3. What are the traits that make up a Godly character?

I. The first question is: Why be concerned with your character?

          Some people might say “character is not important.” “Does it really
matter?” If you study the Bible you come to understand that character is
tremendously important. It matters to God.

Consider the following scriptures and discuss them.
Is character important? Does it really matter? 

Philippians 2:15
2 Corinthians 1:12 
Psalm 119:1

          Your character defines your life. To illustrate the importance of character I
am going to list some names. By listing these names I am not judging these people
and the final chapter of their lives. Each of them may have ended or will end life
as a saint. However, the shortcomings of their character left a huge scar on their
lives. All of us have scars on our lives. These scars come from poor decisions and
sinful mistakes. I am so glad that God helps us to start over and He forgives us for
our failures. These individuals, like us, need or needed to find a new beginning.
They illustrate how character defines a life. I want you to identify the first thing
you remember about these people.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%201%3A12%20&version=KJV
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Monica Lewinsky - 
Richard Nixon - 
Pete Rose -
Jimmy Swaggart - 
Vanessa Williams - 
Tonya Harding - 

II. The second question is: What will a Godly character accomplish?

          Your character gives strength to your words. In our text Paul instructs
Timothy to preach and teach the word. (see 1 Timothy 4:11). If you are trying to
share your faith but your actions invalidate your words then you have wasted
your words. Your actions legitimize your words. We need people who will
legitimize the gospel. We have heard or read the following statement, “What you
are speaks so loudly I cannot hear what you say.”

1. Discuss that statement in connection with your witness.
          Your character can make up for inadequacies in other areas of your life.
That is the point in our text. Paul tells young Timothy to be an example for other
believers, in spite of his youth. Character will qualify you when age, training and
other qualities may be missing from your life. God is not as concerned with your
ability and your age as he is your character. 

          Your character gives others an example to follow (1 Timothy 4:12). Paul
instructed Timothy to be an example.

Illustrate: A study once disclosed that if both Mom and Dad attend church
regularly, 72% of their children remain faithful. If only Dad, 55% remain faithful.
If only Mom, 15%. If neither attended regularly, only 6% remain faithful. The
statistics speak for themselves--the example of parents and adults is more
important than all the efforts of the church. (SOURCE: Warren Mueller in
Homemade, May, 1990.)

Your character points others to God (see 1 Timothy 4:15-16).

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%204%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%204%3A12&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%201%20Timothy%204%3A15-16&version=KJV


Illustration: Ronald Reagan’s attitude after the 1982 attempt on his life made an
impression on his daughter, Patti Davis: “The following day my father said he
knew his physical healing was directly dependent on his ability to forgive John
Hinckley. By showing me that forgiveness is the key to everything, including
physical health and healing, he gave me an example of Christ-like thinking.”
(SOURCE: Leadership Magazine. Christianity Today, Inc. To Illustrate: Forgiveness: Angels
Don’t Die, Leadership Spring 1997, pg. 70.)

III. What are the traits that make up a godly character?
In verse 12 of our text Paul identifies several traits that should be attended in
building a godly character. We should be an example in speech. In Ephesians 4
Paul discusses some of the concerns of proper speech. 

4:25 Lying 
4:29 Unwholesome speech 
4:29 Edifying speech 
4:31 Bitter speech 

          We should be an example in our conduct. We should be an example in Love.
We should be an example in faith.

Do other people know that Jesus Christ is in first place in your life?

Do they know that serving Jesus Christ through His church is a priority in
your life?

Do they know that you live your life to honor Jesus Christ?

          We should be an example in purity. The word for purity refers primarily to
sexual purity. We need to be reminded that every one of us have failed in various
aspects of character maintenance. Today’s lesson should prompt us to make one
of two decisions. One decision is to ask forgiveness from Jesus for our sins. No
matter how you might have failed in the past, today is a new day. The second
decision is to determine to be faithful in the future. As a follower of Jesus Christ,
we should determine to live a life of character to the best of our ability.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%204%3A25&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%204%3A29&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%204%3A29&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%204%3A31&version=KJV


Church News



Comfort Chapel Primitive Baptist Church will have its annual meeting Friday,
November 7 through Sunday, November 9. Elder Terry Barnard, pastor of the
Thomasville Primitive Baptist Church in Thomasville, GA will be the guest
speaker. Worship services will be at 7:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights and at
11:00 a.m. Sunday morning.

The church will observe its 25th Annual Homecoming service Sunday, November
9. A dutch treat fellowship meal will be held at 5:30 p.m. Friday, November 7, at
the Jerry J’s Restaurant, 1406 Plant Avenue, Waycross, GA. A prayer breakfast
will take place at 8:00 a.m. Saturday, November 8, at the church, 1600 Cherokee
Circle, Waycross. Elder Terry Herrin, pastor of the Mars Hill Primitive Baptist
Church near Hoboken, will be the speaker for the prayer breakfast.

The pastor, Elder Jason Deal, and members invite everyone to attend. For more
information, please call (912) 424-0750.

Comfort Chapel Primitive Baptist Church
Waycross, Georgia



          In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of The Banner-
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of
Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired
and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and
coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s
faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and
ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the
elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that
Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church
of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is
immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an
example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a
presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised,
changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven
forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body
reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


