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What Manner Of

Man Is This?

By:

Elder Emerson Proctor




Mark 4:35-41

(41) And they feared exceedingly, and said one to
another, What manner of man is this, that even the
wind and the sea obey him?

This passage comes right after some of the great
teachings our Lord on the great Parables of the
Kingdom. The record of this incident is also found in
Matthew 8, with slight variations. It describes the
experiences of the disciples in the dramatic scene of
our Lord walking on the Sea of Galilee.

Jesus had been teaching all that day on the
western side of the Sea of Galilee. He had been so
crowded by a throng of people that He had to get into
a boat and address the crowd from the boat as they
lined the shore. That evening Jesus said to His
disciples that they should go over to the other side of
the sea. As they traveled, a storm came up and
threatened their ship. This is not unusual. The Sea of
Galilee is surrounded by hills on almost all sides. It
sits down among the hills, being 600 feet below sea
level. It is a lake measuring about 13 miles long and
eight miles across; not a large sea. Winds tend to
swoop down from the hillsides in a swirling motion.
This can cause turbulence, and storms can come up
rather suddenly.

That was the case on this night. The storm came
and it seemed that their boat would be swamped, and
they would perish in the sea. What the inspired writers
tell us in this story of our Lord is full of instructions
for us. There are five brief points I would like to
make.

First, notice that in the midst of the storm, Jesus
was asleep. Does that seem strange? Notice that He
never did wake up until the disciples woke Him up. In
this we can see both the human and the Divine
character of our Lord. Of course, He was tired, but
that does not explain His slumber. Notice two things
about His sleeping.

It speaks to us of the calmness of His soul. It
was not dullness, or insensitivity to circumstances, as
we may note when Jonah slept in the midst of a storm.
But it speaks to us of the perfect rectitude of the soul
of our Lord.

This surely suggests that there are storms in life,
even in the midst of faithful service. But there also
may be peace in the midst of the storm. We see that in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

This also speaks to us of the Divine attitude, at
times, of inactivity. Sometimes, for God's own
purpose, there is a Divine inactivity, a seeming
indifference to the needs of His people. But this is
only a seeming indifference, and He has His own
purpose in such times. Here is one passage that speaks
of this as God waiting for His own time.

Isaiah 30:18 And therefore will the LORD
wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and
therefore will he be exalted, that he may have
mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of
judgment: blessed are all they that wait for
him.

Second, consider the reaction of these disciples.
They were absolutely terror stricken and overcome
with fear. They came to our Lord, woke Him up, and
said, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?”
Notice two points here.

There is an obvious rebuke of the Lord in these
words. Lord, they seemed to say, how can you be so
callous to our distress? Don't you care about us? Don't
you see that we are going to drown? Is that not fairly
typical?

How is it with you in trouble? Have you ever
had harsh thoughts of the Lord? Does it seem that He
does not care for us when He seems so inactive on our
behalf? Yet, they still called upon Him. They regarded
Him as the master. In verse 40, Jesus said, “Why are
ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”



However, this does not mean that they had no faith at
all, but it means they had little faith, as the parallel
passage shows.

Matthew 8:26 And he saith unto them, Why are
ye fearful, 0 ye of little faith? Then he arose,
and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there
was a great calm.

They had allowed their fears to overcome their faith.

Third, notice the power of our Lord over the
clements. “And He arose, and rebuked the wind,
and said unto the sea. Peace, be still.” Here is a
demonstration of the marvelous and unspeakable
power of Christ. It is a singular mark of His Divinity
and His sovereignty. It sets Him completely apart from
men. There are many things that men can do to help
others, but to correct the elements and to alter the
weather is beyond our power. Notice that He did this
before saying anything to the disciples. He cured their
disease and then He taught them what it meant.

Fourth, notice His loving reproach of His
disciples. First, He asked, “Why are ye so fearful?”
Jesus does not even notice their implied rebuke. He
looked over that completely but spoke only of their
fear. He went on to say, “How is it that ye have no
faith?” It is as if He said, “In the face of all you have
seen, you still react without faith.” They were men
of little faith.

How would you rate yourself? Isn’t it often true
that when some calamity or trouble comes to us, we
are prone to forget all the clear manifestations of
God’s goodness to us in the past? Let us learn the
lesson that in the midst of trouble we are to react to it
in faith. We must not forget the blessings of God
already given but let us be strengthened by them.

Finally, notice the profound effect this miracle
had on the disciples. “And they feared exceedingly,
and said one to another. What manner of man is
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

Fear was still there. But their fear of their
situation was replaced by a fear of God. They were
made aware again that this man was their God. They
were amazed and astonished. It is a statement of
reverence and worship. Let us see how this is stated in
other passages.

Hebrews 12:28 Wherefore we receiving a
kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear:

Revelation 15:3 And they sing the song of
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are
thy ways, thou King of saints.

Revelation 15:4 Who shall not fear thee, O
Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art
holy: for all nations shall come and worship
before thee; for thy judgments are made
manifest.

The question is left unanswered. The able writer,
William Hendricksen, says, “Very appropriately the
narrative ends by fixing the attention upon the person
of Jesus Christ, so that everyone who reads it may
give his own answer, may profess his own faith, and
add his own doxology.” Isn't that a great thought? Let
us always fix our minds upon just Who Jesus Christ is.
He is indeed Lord of all. So, I leave you to ponder the
question, “What manner of man is this?”
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Thankfulness In

All Things

By:

Charles Spurgeon
(1834-1892)




“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord”— Job 1:21.

Learn to bless the Lord’s name in everything:
learn to ring the bells of His praise all day long
and, for the matter of that, all night long too.

First, bless the name of the Lord when He
reveals His hand in giving. “Ah!” you say, “that is
an easy thing to do.” So it ought to be, my brethren
and sisters in Christ, and it is a neglect of our duty
where we do not do it. We come down to our
breakfast in the morning, rejoicing in health and
strength, and we go out to our day’s engagements;
but I hope not without thankfulness that we are in
health, and that we have food to eat and raiment to
put on. We are out all day and things prosper with
us, but I trust that we do not accept all this as a
matter of course, but that we praise the Lord for it
all the day long. And then, when we go home again
at night and God is still with us, I hope we do not
fall asleep before we again praise Him. John
Bunyan used to say that the very chickens shame
us if we are ungrateful, for they do not take a drink
of water without lifting up their heads, as if in
thankfulness for the refreshing draught. If we, who
are the Lord’s children, do not bless Him for the
mercies which so constantly come to us from Him,
we are of all people the most ungrateful. Oh, for a
grateful frame of mind, for I am sure that is a
happy frame of mind. [Those] who are determined
to murmur and to complain of God’s dealings with
them are sure to find plenty of things to complain
of; while those who are of a thankful spirit will see
reasons and occasions for gratitude in everything
that happens. Do you remember a touching story,
told some years ago of a poor mother with her two
little fatherless children? On a cold winter’s night,
they discovered an empty house, into which they
went for shelter. There was an old door standing by

itself, and the mother took it, placed it across a
corner of the room, and told the children to creep
behind it so as to get a little protection from the
cold wind. One of the children said, “Oh Mother,
what will those poor children do, that haven’t got
any door to set up to keep out the wind?” That
child was grateful even for such a poor shelter as
that. Yet there are some, who have thousands of
greater blessings than that, and yet do not see
God’s hand in them and do not praise Him for
them. If that has been the case with any of us, let
us turn over a new leaf and ask God to rule it with
music lines. And then let us put on them notes of
thanksgiving and say to the Lord with David,
“Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy
name for ever and ever” (Psa 145:2).

Praising God is one of the best ways of
keeping away murmuring. Praising God is like
paying a peppercorn rent| 1] for our occupation of
our earthly tenement. When the rent is not paid, the
owners generally turn the tenants out, and God
might well do so with us if He were like earthly
landlords. If we are not grateful to Him for all the
bounties which we constantly receive from Him,
He may make the stream to stop; and then what
should we do? Ungrateful mind, beware of this
great danger! Thankfulness is one of the easiest
virtues for anyone to practice, and certainly it is
one of the cheapest; so let all Christians especially
comply with the apostolic injunction, “Be ye
thankful.” It is a soul-enriching taking to be
thankful. I am sure, that a Christian man with
gratitude for a small income is really richer than
the man who lives a graceless life and 1s plentifully
endowed with worldly wealth. David spoke truly
when he said, “A little that a righteous man hath
is better than the riches of many wicked” (Psa
37:16). So, let others do as they will, we say, “Give
us, Lord, whatever thou wilt, whether it be little or



much, so long as thou dost give with it the light of
thy countenance, our souls shall be abundantly
content.” Thus are we to bless the name of the
Lord for all that He gives us.

But, it is a much more difficult thing to bless
the name of the Lord for what He takes away
from us. Yet, difficult as it is, | venture to say that
many believers, who have forgotten to praise God
while He was giving to them, have not forgotten to
praise Him when He was taking away from them. I
do not know how thankful Job had been before this
trying period in his history, but I do know that his
trials brought out this expression of his
thankfulness. It is his first recorded praise to God.
Some of us need to lie a little while upon a
sick-bed in order to make us thankful for having
had good health for so long; and we need to be
brought low and to have our spirits depressed, in
order to make us grateful that we have had such
cheerful spirits and been blessed with so many
comforts. It is not natural or easy for flesh and
blood to praise God for what He takes away; yet
this painful experience often wakes up the
gratitude of the Christian, and he who forgot to
praise the Lord before makes up for it now.

Brethren, praise 1s God’s due when He takes
as well as when He gives, for there is as much love
in His taking as in His giving. The kindness of God
is quite as great when He smites us with His rod as
when He kisses us with the kisses of His mouth. If
we could see everything as He sees it, we should
often perceive that the kindest possible thing He
can do to us is that which appears to us to be
unkind. A child came home from the common|2]
with her lap full of brightly shining berries. She
seemed very pleased with what she had found, but
her father looked frightened when he saw what she
had got and anxiously asked her, “Have you eaten

any of those berries?” “No, Father,” replied the
child to his great relief. And then he said to her,
“Come with me into the garden”; and there he dug
a hole, put the berries in, stamped on them and
crushed them, and then covered them with earth.
All this while, the little one thought, “How unkind
Father is to take away these things which pleased
me so much!” But she understood the reason for it,
when he told her that the berries were so poisonous
that if she had eaten even one of them, she would
in all probability have died in consequence. In like
manner sometimes, our comforts turn to poison,
especially when we begin to make idols of them.
And it is kind on the part of God to stamp on them
and put them right away from us, so that no
mischief may come to our souls. Surely that child
said, “Thank you, Father, for what you have done;
it was love that made you do it.” And you also,
believer, can say, “Thank God for my sickness, for
my poverty, for that dead child of mine, for my
widowhood, for my orphanhood—thank God for it
all. It would have been ruinous to me to have left
me unchastened. “Before I was afflicted I went
astray: but now have I kept thy word” (Psa
119:67). Blessed be His name for all that He has
done, both in giving and in taking away.

It 1s a grand thing when we do not judge God’s
dealings with us simply by the rules of reason.
From the first moment when the love of God is
revealed to us, right on to the hour when we shall
be in the presence of the Father in glory, we may
depend upon it that there is infinite love in every
act of God in taking from us, just as much as in
giving to us. Jesus said to His disciples, “As the
Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.” The
Father always loved Jesus with infinite love—He
loved Him as much when He was on the cross as
He did when He was on His throne. And in like
manner, Jesus always loves us with an unchanging



love—a love which can never fail us. He loves us
as much in the furnace of affliction as He will love
us when we shall be with Him in glory. So let us
bless His name, whether He gives or takes away. |
invite every mourning soul here to bless God’s
name at this moment.

“Ah!” says one, “I wish I could get a little
more happiness to sustain me under my many
trials.” Well, let me just remind you of the poor
widow woman who went out to gather a few sticks
to make a fire, that she might bake some cakes for
herself and her son. When the prophet Elijah met
her, what did he say to her? He told her to make
him a little cake first, and afterwards he added,
“Make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the
LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the
day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.
And she went and did according to the saying of
Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat
many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the
word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah”
(1Ki 17:13b-16). Notice that he said to the woman,
“Make me a little cake first.” And God seems to
say to you, “Praise Me first, and then I will bless
you.” Say, as Job did a little later in his history,
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job
13:15). I believe it marks the turn of the tide, with
a saint, when he can say to the Lord, with good old
John Ryland[3] “Thee, at all times, will I bless;
Having thee, I all possess.” The sky soon begins to
clear when the Christian begins to say, “The Lord’s
will be done—not as I will, but as thou wilt.” This
is a sign that the chastisement has had its due
effect: the rod will probably be put away now. Ye
mourning souls, take down your harps from the
willows and sound forth at least a note or two to
the praise of the Lord your God. Praise Him with

such notes as these: “Truly God is good to Israel,
even to such as are of a clean heart. . . [I will not
fret myself] because of him who prospereth in his
way, because of the man who bringeth wicked
devices to pass (Psa 73:1; 37:7) .. .O my God, I
believe that all things are working together for my
good, and that thou art my gracious Heavenly
Father, full of compassion and overflowing with
love.” If you talk like this, Christian, and mean
what you say, it will be a blessing to yourself, a
comfort to others, and an honor to your God. As I
speak thus, I am reminded that these comforting
truths belong only to true believers. And as I send
you away, I dare not put the words of my text into
all your mouths, for, alas! Some of you cannot see
our Father’s hand in anything that happens to you.
You are without a parent, except that wicked one of
whom Christ said to the Jews, “Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do” (Joh 8:44). Yet remember, you who
cannot claim God as your Father, that the door of
His grace is not yet shut. He is still willing to
receive you; if you will come to Him, confessing
your sins, and seeking mercy through the precious
blood of Jesus, He is both able and willing to give
you a new heart and a right spirit, to save you here
and now, and to adopt you at once into His family.
Then will you also be able to see His hand both in
giving and in taking away, and you also will learn
to bless His name at all times. If God the Lord
shall deal thus graciously with you, His shall be
thy praise for ever and ever. Amen.

1 peppercorn rent — peppercorn is the dried berry of black pepper. Formerly used
as a nominal rent; therefore, something of extremely small, insignificant value.

2 common — undivided land belonging to the members of a local community,
often a patch of unenclosed or “waste” land.

3 John Ryland (1753-1825) — the most eminent Baptist preacher for nearly 30
years in the west of England and president of the Baptist college in Bristol.

[Article taken from the Free Grace Broadcaster, Vol 190. The Free Grace
Broadcaster is a publication of the Chapel Library in Pensacola, Florida.]



Your Life’s

Driving Force

By:
Elder Scott Riner




For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21

What is the driving force in your life? In
Philippians 1:21, Paul writes, "For to me, to live is
Christ..." This statement seems to summarize what
he had just said in verse 20, "according to my
earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall
be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so
now also Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether by life or by death." Let that statement
sink into your mind for a moment "...Christ will be
magnified in my body..." This reminds me of the
statement made by John the Baptist when he said
he must decrease, but Jesus must increase. I don't
know about you, but this is the constant battle that
I face. There is just way too much of me in my life,
and not enough of Christ. Instead of "For to me, to
live 1s Christ," 1t 1s "for to me, to live is Scott." |
become the driving force in my life; my wants, my
pleasures, my agenda, my actions, my responses,
etc. It 1s me, me; 1t's all about me. However, it is
not about me. Especially, if I profess to be a
believer in Jesus Christ as my Lord and savior. It is
about Him. It is always about Him. It is about Him
in everything. EVERYTHING! Paul's
desire/passion was for everything in his life to
boldly and clearly magnify Jesus--to make Jesus
the most important thing. In this way, his life
witness would be productive and meaningful.
When our life is centered on us, we become
unproductive, and our life becomes a hindrance to
the cause of Christ. The world cannot clearly see
Jesus, but it does clearly see me and my sinful and
selfish desires. It doesn't matter what I say because
the world is deafened by what I'm doing. When
Paul says for to him, to live is Christ, he wasn't just
speaking of a lifestyle; he was speaking of a
lifestyle built on a love so strong for Christ, that it
would gladly sacrifice everything on the alter of

life, so Jesus could be clearly seen in everything he
said, did, or thought. God be merciful to allow us
to escape ourselves so that Jesus can be everything.
I'm tired of constantly getting in the way. That's
one of the reasons why we must crucify the flesh
daily and die to self--that the world can clearly see
the witness of Jesus in our life.

[Elder Scott Riner is the pastor of the Lake
Primitive Baptist Church in Metter, Georgia and
also the Speaker for the Lighthouse Radio Bible
Study Program]
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The Lighthouse

Radio Bible Study




The Lighthouse Foundation Inc. is an organization
associated with the progressive Primitive Baptist Church
whose main purpose is to broadcast the gospel through
any means possible.

It was originally founded to produce a television program
in 1973, which was aired on WJCL-TV for several years
in Savannah, Ga

In 1983, a group, which included ministers and
lay-people, met to discuss reactivating the Lighthouse
Ministry and formed the

Lighthouse Radio Bible Study and began production of
weekly half-hour Bible teaching programs.

Elder Loren Wilson was the first producer/speaker. After
a year, he gave up the work and Elder Arthur DeVane
became the producer/speaker and served for 11 years.
Elder David Summerford succeeded Elder DeVane and
served through January 2006. In February 2006, Elder
Scott Riner succeeded Elder Summerford.

Since 1983, 1,200+ programs have been produced. The
program is currently being broadcast on three domestic
stations, one international station and over its website on
the internet.

In addition to the ongoing weekly broadcast, the
Lighthouse Foundation was instrumental in the founding
of our sister organization, the Donetsk Ministry, an
outreach to the Ukraine region of the former Soviet
Union. We have also had various efforts to supply Bibles

and teaching materials to other locations around the

world.

We are very thankful for the association we have with
The Lighthouse Singers and for their participation in
Gospel Sings, Song Fest, fund raisers and responding to
request by churches to sing on special occasions. We
pray that this special relationship we have with The
Lighthouse Singers will grow and glorify God and
greatly benefit all of us in our worship of Him in music
and song.

It is our hope and prayer that God will continue to use
this work to His glory and edifying of His people
whenever and wherever they hear these broadcasts.*

(* Taken from the Lighthouse Web Page - “About Us))
Correspondence & Contributions can be sent to:

The Lighthouse
P.O. Box 1317
Baxley, GA 31515

www.lighthousebiblestudy.org
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Devotional

By:
Elder Steve Taylor

[The following Devotional is by Elder Steve Taylor. It is
taken from his Facebook page. It is printed by his
permission. Elder Taylor is pastor of the Grace Primitive

Baptist Church in Thomaston Georgia. ED]



Good Morning, I give a little warning that
this devotion is a little longer than usual. My mind
drifted back to my childhood as I began this
devotion. Thank you for your prayers and support
for these devotions. - Brother Steve

(Psalm 44:1-3) ""We have heard with our
ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what
work thou didst in their days, in the times of
old. (2) How thou didst drive out the
heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them;
how thou didst afflict the people, and cast
them out. (3) For they got not the land in
possession by their own sword, neither did
their own arm save them: but thy right
hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy
countenance, because thou hadst a favour
unto them."

"We have heard with our ears, O God, our
fathers have told us..." Many of you that are my
age can 1dentify with the account of our parents
walking barefoot to school. Many of us have told it
as though it was a joke, but the older I get the more
I understand what they were saying. I regret that I
do not now have the opportunity to tell our father
how grateful I am that he did that. They grew up in
the times of depression. Daddy always said they
were poor, but didn't know it because everyone
else was poor also. They learned to work for what
they received. They learned that God, faith, and
family were the most important things in life. They
were taught and they understood the importance of
the Lord making provision for them. "We have
heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told
us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times
of old." Thank you Lord. Thank you Daddy for
sharing that with us.

David is speaking of the manner in which the
Lord brought the children of Israel out of the

bondage of Egypt. He is remembering how his
ancestors were promised a land where they could
raise their families. He was taught how the Lord
afflicted the people when they turned away from
Him. He was taught that his ancestors did not earn
the land. They did not obtain the land by their own
power and ability; rather the Lord had "a favour
unto them". Therefore the land of Israel was a very
important gift from God and should be cherished.

I can understand the importance of children
having activities that help them with friends and
teaching them the importance of depending on one
another, or having team mates. I understand and
appreciate those who give their time to teach these
things. But this morning, I am reminded that the
most important matter in our children's lives is to
be taught the importance of giving unto the Lord
that which is due Him, especially on the Lord's
Day.

As we look at the life of Jesus, we find that
He was circumcised when He was eight days old to
be in accordance with the law. He was taken to the
temple when He was 50 days old to be presented
unto the Lord, according to the law. The next time
we read about His life was when He was 12 years
old. Where was He? He was in the temple talking
and questioning the doctors of the law. We can
know that Joseph and Mary took Jesus regularly to
the synagogue to worship and then to Jerusalem
during the times of the feasts unto the Lord. Then
we read as He began His public ministry at the age
of 30, "And he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood
up for to read." (Luke 4:16)

I close this devotion by asking this question,
"What is the most important thing we can do for
our children?" We cannot make them to become
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children of God, but we can teach them "what
work" He has done in our days. We can share our
experience with the Lord and impress the
importance of God in our own lives. We can take
them (not send them) to Church on the Lord's Day
where they can learn the utmost lesson of God's
faithfulness. They can learn that they are able to
depend upon other children of God. They can learn
the importance of having them pray for us and for
us to pray for them. We can teach them the
importance of giving unto the Lord that which is
due His name "because thou hadst a favour unto"
us.

A note from Brother Steve:

Judy and I would like to try to express our
love and gratitude to each one who has lifted us in
prayers and thoughts and consideration of love. We
both feel so unworthy of such an outpouring of
love and compassion and feel our words to be
lacking in what we feel in our hearts. Judy has
finished the first round of chemo by pill and six
weeks of proton radiation. The radiation was harsh
on her and caused much swelling around the brain.
The oncologist is trying to get the swelling down
by using infusions of Avastin. It does nothing to
treat the tumor, but it does help with swelling. She
has finished two infusions and will have three
more. Her balance is not what we would like it to
be. She still has some confusion and to us her
word, she becomes discombobulated, especially in
the afternoons and evenings. She is constantly
speaking of the goodness of our Lord and how He
does not make mistakes. This has been, and
continues to be, a journey of faith that we pray
takes us closer to our Lord. Again, we thank you so
much for your love and kindness. May the Lord
bless each one 1s our prayer. We love you all.
Brother Steve
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In Love With God

[1 John, Chapters 1 - 5]

By:
Elder Craig Campbell




In our Christian lives it is important to
answer the question, “Does our love for God
please Him?” “Is God honored by how we love
Him?” “Is He thrilled with how passionately we
love Him?” If a person is married, they want the
way they love their spouse to thrill and completely
satisfy their spouse. How do we so love our God?
Over the last several months, The Word Revealed
devotionals have covered many God honoring
ways to answer that question. We love God and
grow daily in our love for God when we listen to
Him in His love letter to us on a regular basis. We
love God and grow daily in our love for God when
we speak to Him in prayer with honesty and
passion. We love God and grow daily in our love
for God when we worship Him in a manner which
communicates absolute love and adoration. We
love God and grow daily in our love for God when
we consciously die to self daily and take up our
cross and victoriously follow Him. But how do we
love Him in the most basic and most important
manner which demonstrates our great love for
Him? How do we love Him in a fashion which
communicates to Him and to the world that we are
truly in love with God?

Best Meal ['ve Ever Eaten

Picture a wonderful meal at a grandmother’s
home. The table is set with thought and care. The
smells from the kitchen are causing all the mouths
in the house to water in great anticipation. Then
you are seated, and the food presented. Finally, you
eat, and eat, and eat some more. Everything is
absolutely delicious! What a feast! How do you
honor and adore the grandmother that prepared and
served that wonderful meal? Do you explain that
you weren’t really all that hungry today? No, that
would dishonor her. Do you eat until you are
completely full, stand up abruptly, and leave to

meet a friend? No, that would dishonor her as well.
Do you say, “I’ll do the dishes grandma?” While
that would surely be appreciated, that would not
fully honor the wonder of that delicious meal and
the one who prepared it. Do you say, “Thanks,
Grandma”? Thanking someone for anything given
in love is always appropriate, but that is not the
most honoring thing that can be done. The way to
most fully honor that meal is to eat joyfully, to be
gloriously filled, and then sit back and say
“Ahhhh! That was delicious! That was fantastic! I
am thrilled to have once again sat at your amazing
table. My thirst is quenched, and my hunger is
completely satisfied. I want nothing else. Thank
you, I am completely satisfied!” John 6:35, “And
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He
who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who
believes in Me shall never thirst.”’ Jesus promises
to quench our thirst and to satisfy our hunger.

Our Highest Calling

Our highest calling is to be delighted in our
God. The most meaningful expression of our love
is to be fully satisfied in God and God alone. This
is not some trivial part of our Christian walk. This
1s most basic and most important of all. We are
called, we are commanded, to be satisfied, thrilled,
delighted with God. Psalm 37:4a, “Delight
yourself also in the LORD.” Psalm 100:2a, “Serve
the LORD with gladness.” Philippians 4:4,
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say,
rejoice!”

The three passages just mentioned are all
commands. Commands to be delighted in God, to
be glad in God, to be filled with rejoicing
concerning Who God is. But now we look to a
passage that is a simple, yet very profound,
statement of fact. Psalm 63:3a, “Your
lovingkindness is better than life.” Knowing God
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and being thrilled with God is better than life itself.
That biblical truth means that knowing God and
being completely satisfied in Him is better than all
this world can offer. Even wonderful gifts from
God are not God. Gifts from God are gifts. Only
God 1s God. Only God fully satisfies our hearts and
thrills our souls. And that means that as good and
wonderful as those gifts may be, they are not what
totally satisfies our heart and thrills our mind. A
great investment with a phenomenal return, a
fulfilling job with wonderful benefits, happy
children who honor their father and mother, good
trustworthy friends, a new boat, vibrant health, a
happy marriage, all these things can be a great
blessing and a gift from God. But these gifts are
not what satisfy and thrill us at the most important
level. It 1s not God’s gifts that thrill and satisfy the
most, it 1s God Himself. And we show our love for
Him most powerfully when we are completely
satisfied and thrilled in Him.

Those who have served on mission trips to
impoverished areas are normally shocked, amazed,
and humbled by God’s people that have so few of
God’s physical gifts, yet they love Him so deeply.
Joy is observed on their faces as they hear of
salvation. Their voices thrill as they sing of the
love of God and their love of Him. The satisfaction
is evident in their lives because His loving
kindness is better than life itself. They are living
testimonies that God is what truly satisfies our
heart and soul.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism presents
its’ first question, “What is the chief end of man?”
The answer given reads, “Man’s chief end is to
glorify God, and enjoy him forever.” We most ably
glorify God when we enjoy Him, when we are
satisfied in Him, when we are thrilled with Him.
The method to glorify Him is to be satisfied with

Him and thrilled with Him in everything that you
do, 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Therefore, whether you
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.” We will do all to His glory when we
are thrilled with, and satisfied with, His Glory, His
majesty, His love for us, His power over all, His
wisdom of all things, His righteousness, and His
perfection.

When we are thrilled with God and
completely satisfied by Him, we join hands with
the Psalmist as he cries out, Psalm 73:25- 26,
“Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is
none upon earth that I desire besides You. My
flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of
my heart and my portion forever.” The psalmist
captures our passion when he says, Psalm 42:1,
“As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants
my soul for You, O God.” The God that is the
satisfaction of our heart fills us with joy
forevermore, Psalm 16:11b, “In Your presence is
fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.” The farther we walk on the pathway
of loving our Lord the more fully satisfied we will
be. The longer we love Him, the more thrilled we
will become. Let us together love the Lord our God
with all our heart, and all our soul, and all our
mind, and all our strength.

[Elder Craig Campbell is currently retired and he,
along with his wife Cindy, are living in Springfield
Missouri. This article first appeared in Northern
Virginia Primitive Baptist Weekly Devotional titled,
“The Word Revealed. "ED]
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STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

- We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



