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Why All Should Be 
Thankful

By:

William Cooper

( fl. 1653) 



“In every thing give thanks, for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:18

 The lesson, which the Holy Ghost would have 
us learn in the text, is thus summed up: it is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning Christians that in 
everything they give thanks; that they be thankful, 
as our word is more proper to our purpose.

 For though we have nothing of our own that is 
good to give God but thanks, yet neither do we   
properly give Him that, seeing both our giving and 
the right manner of doing it are of the Lord        
(1Co 4:7; 1Ch 29:14; Phi 2:13). Our continual    
praying shows that we are always beggars, and our 
continual thanksgiving shows us always debtors. 
Our thanks then, indeed, is the rebound of mercy 
heavenward, whence it came, and a holy reflection of 
the warm sun-beams of God’s benefits shining on 
us.

QUERY 1:  
WHO ARE OR OUGHT TO BE THANKFUL?

 ANSWER: The Lord hath a return and tribute 
of praise due to Him from all creatures. David 
names animate and inanimate creatures and bids 
them sing hallelujah (Psa 147), as if all the world 
were but one concert of musical instruments tuned 
to God’s glory. But He looks for it principally from 
men and angels; from all men.

 It is charged as an inexcusable sin, incapable of 
any apology, upon natural men, “that when they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful” (Rom 1:21).

 The law of thankfulness is written upon the 
hearts of Heathens as may be proved at large, not 
only from heathen instances, but [from] Scripture 
also: as the Philistines, when they had taken Samson 
and killed Saul (Jdg 16:24; 1Sa 31:9); and       
Belshazzar, who “praised the gods of silver, and gold, 
of brass, iron, wood, and stone” (Dan 5:23); which 
although it be enough to shame unthankful       
Christians, yet it signified little. For all wicked men, 
though they have cause, yet they have no heart to 
this work, at least not often nor at all as it should 
be.

 The persons engaged and most bound to this 
duty are the Thessalonians that believed and all the 
faithful upon the same account. 

 THANKFULNESS DESCRIBED: all the   
service we perform to God—worship, the duties of 
both Tables, yea, and the whole work of our       
Christian obedience in a holy conversation—be but a 
return of thankfulness unto God. Yet thanksgiving, 
in the text and doctrine, is taken more strictly for a 
particular part of God’s worship distinct from prayer, 
which sometimes includes praise and thanks too, by 
which we render due praise to God for all or any of 
His benefits promised or bestowed, and that with 
our hearts, lips, and lives.

 Some affirm that much of religion is seen in 
piety to parents, observance to our betters, and 
thankfulness to our benefactors. God is indeed all 
these to us. Yet the proper notion of our            
thankfulness refers to God as our benefactor, [and] 
every benefit from God makes the receiver a debtor. 
Thankfulness is rather the confessing of our debt 
than the payment of it; and forasmuch as we are 
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bound always to be thankful, it doth acknowledge 
we are always beholden[5] to God and always       
insolvent. 

 Now, a child of God is bound to be thankful to 
God above all men because, 

I. He is more competent than any other—by acts 
of reason and grace too. All that the Scripture speaks 
as to the duty of thankfulness may be referred to 
these heads: 1. to know and acknowledge the Lord’s 
mercies; 2. to remember them, that is, to record and 
commemorate them; 3. to value and admire them; 
and 4. to blaze and proclaim them.

 In all which a gracious soul is much more   
competent than a mere natural man, though endued 
with quick understanding, strong memory, and great 
eloquence. For the Spirit of God hath enlightened 
[the believer’s] soul, and taught him this lesson: he 
is principled for it; he is a well-tuned instrument; his 
heart boileth with good matter; and his “tongue is 
the pen of a ready writer,” as David speaks on this 
occasion, when he spake of the praises of the king in 
his “Song of loves” (Psa 45:1). 

 This Spirit of God in a thankful soul is as the 
breath of the organ, without which the pipes make 
no sound; yea, as the breath of the trumpeter, by 
which the trumpet gives a certain and melodious 
sound. 

 This is [what] makes that noble evangelical 
spirit, yea, that heavenly angelical spirit in         
Christians. “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is    
excess; but be filled with the Spirit; speaking to  
yourselves in psalms and hymns; giving thanks      

always for all things unto God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph 5:18-20), 
[which shows] that what wine doth in poets and 
good-fellows—it makes them sing and roar out 
catches by which they make music to the devil— so 
the Spirit of God in saints is the principle of all true 
thankfulness and holy joy towards God. And indeed 
there was a very gracious frame of spirit this way in 
primitive Christians.

II. He is more concerned than any other—as    
having received more than others. “Unto          
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required” (Luk 12:48), [meaning] a proportion of 
duty [is due] according to the degree of every       
portion of mercy, whether you consider what is 
given or what is forgiven you. 

 There are two things which every gracious soul 
will acknowledge: “No man,” saith he, “in the world 
hath deserved less of God than I; and none hath    
received more of God than I. How much then, am I 
concerned to be thankful!”

 I have read of a holy man, that was seen once 
standing still with tears in his eyes and looking up 
to heaven. And being asked by one that passed by 
why he did so, said, “I admire the Lord’s mercy to 
me that did not make me a toad,” that vermin being 
then casually at his feet.

 The least common mercy affects a gracious 
soul that knows [he deserves] nothing but misery. 
Mephibosheth “bowed himself, and said, What is 
thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a 
dead dog as I am?” (2Sa 9:8), when David had told 
him he should have his lands and eat bread at his  
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table. When the Lord spares our lives and gives us 
common mercies, we must admire and adore His 
goodness.

QUERY 2:  
WHY AND UPON WHAT GROUNDS ARE 

CHRISTIAN BOUND TO GIVE THANKS IN 
EVERYTHING?

 Answer 1: It is the will of God in Christ Jesus. 
The will of God in Christ Jesus is the clearest rule 
and the highest obligation to any soul for the        
performance of any duty. O that men would       
nowadays study more, act by, and hold fast to this 
rule, [asking] conscience in the performance of 
every duty, “Is this the will of God in Christ Jesus?”

 It was meet that this duty of thankfulness 
should be pressed and practiced under the Gospel 
because it argues a spiritual and noble frame of soul, 
the highest pitch of grace, which is a true              
Gospel-frame.

 David, under the Old Testament, had a New 
Testament heart in this particular: his Psalms, which 
were all penned upon emergent occasions, are all  
tehilla and tephilla, “prayer and praise.” His heart 
and harp were so tuned to the praises of God, to 
“Psalms of Degrees,” to “Hallelujahs,” that some 
have thought the Lord is praised with those psalms 
in heaven. Yet is it promised under the Gospel, that 
“he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as 
David” (Zec 12:8), which some understand as to 
praise and thanksgivings upon the account of Gospel 
grace. 

 More punctually, “this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus,” that is, Jesus Christ shows us the duty 
of thankfulness both by pat- tern and by precept; for 
He was not only ushered into the world with songs 
of thanksgiving by angels, by Zachary, by Mary, by 
Simeon, by the shepherds (Luk 1:46, 68; 2:13, 14, 
20, 29); but the Lord Jesus Himself was a great     
Pattern and Precedent of thankfulness all His life 
long and in this also was a true Son of David. He 
thanked God frequently and fervently: “I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast re- vealed them unto babes” (Mat 11:25), 
when His disciples preached and cast out devils. 
Thus also when He raised Lazarus: “Father, I thank 
thee that thou hast heard me” (Joh 11:41). When 
He was to eat common bread, He blessed it with   
giving of thanks (Mar 8:6), much more consecrated 
bread (Luk 22:19). Thus was He a pattern of     
thankfulness: He did “in every thing give thanks.”

 In like manner we find Him reproving the nine 
lepers for their unthankfulness (Luk 17:17, 18), 
which shows that He held out thankfulness as a 
duty. Personally, He gave a pattern and precept for it. 

 Now, though this were enough to show it [to 
be] “the will of God in Christ Jesus,” yet these 
words reach further, namely, to show that it is the 
strain of the Gospel in the Apostles’ doctrine and 
practice. For they through their commission and the 
great measure of God’s Spirit in them declared “the 
will of God in Christ Jesus.” “They worshipped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and were 
continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. 
Amen” (Luk 24:52, 53).
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 What the Apostle Paul’s spirit was in this, by 
whom so much of “the will of God in Christ Jesus” 
is revealed and penned, I need not rehearse; for all 
his Epistles breathe out the praises of God’s grace. 

 Answer 2: Thanks and praise is the homage 
we owe to God for all we have and are— therefore, 
in everything to be rendered. We live precariously 
and at mercy: “But by the grace of God I am what I 
am” (1Co 15:10). God in His sovereignty might have 
left us in the womb of nothing and never made us 
[or] have crushed us into nothing as soon as He 
made us, for “hath not the potter power over the 
clay?” (Rom 9:21) Every moment we depend on 
Him and hold all from Him (Acts 17:28); His power 
over us is arbitrary and infinite; to this sovereign 
God we owe all and therefore our thanks: “Who 
hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again? For of him, and through him, and 
to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen” (Rom 11:35, 36). For not considering this, 
Belshazzar smarted: “The God in whose hand thy 
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified” (Dan 5:23). The birds that lift up their 
bills at every drop they take may mind us of this 
duty. Common and constant mercies deserve special 
thanks, because constant.

 ANSWER 3: Christians must give thanks in 
every thing because they have spiritual mercies     
innumerable and invaluable superadded to common 
mercies—special and spiritual mercies in Christ    
Jesus: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly things in Christ” (Eph 1:3). 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the            
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an   
inheritance incorruptible” (1Pe 1:3, 4). “Blessed be 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who 
comforteth us in all our tribula- tion” (2Co 1:3, 4).

 The decreeing and sending of Jesus Christ to 
and for poor sinners; the opening a fountain of grace 
in and by Him; the making and ratifying a covenant 
of grace, whereof the Lord Jesus is the Angel and  
Mediator; the precious promises, both absolute and 
conditional, thereupon; with all other choice  
Gospel-privileges of grace and glory, as far as God’s 
all- sufficiency, and the infinite merit, satisfaction, 
and righteousness of the Son of God can reach: this 
deserves a suitable proportion of thanks and      
blessing from us both here and in heaven. “Because 
thy loving-kindness is better than life, my lips shall 
praise thee” (Psa 63:3), that is, I will render special 
and continual praise for this above all other things.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Article taken from Free Grace Broadcaster, Vol. 1990. Published by 
Chapel Library, Pensacola, Fl. From Puritan Sermons 1659-1689, 
Being the Morning Exercises at Cripplegate, Vol 1, reprinted by     
Richard Owen Roberts, Publisher. 

William Cooper (fl. 1653): Puritan divine of whom little is known. 
He published several sermons, some appearing in Annesly’s Morning 
Exercises of Cripplegate and annotated the book of Daniel in Poole’s 
Commentary.
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Where Are The 
Nine?

By:

Charles Spurgeon

(1834-1892) 



“And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 

turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and 

fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: 

and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, 

Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 

There are not found that returned to give glory to 

God, save this stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, 

go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.”

Luke 17:15-19

 You have often heard the leprosy described: it 
was a very horrible disease; I should think the worst 
that flesh is heir to. We ought to be much more 
grateful than we are that this fell disease is scarcely 
known in our favored country. You have also heard 
what an instructive symbol it is in human flesh of 
what sin is in the human soul, how it pollutes, how 
it destroys. I need not go into that sad subject. But 
here was a sight for the Savior—ten men that were 
lepers! A mass of sorrow indeed! What sights our 
Lord still sees every day in this sin-defiled world! 
Not ten men that are sinners, or even ten millions 
merely, are to be found all the world over, but on 
this earth there are a thousand millions of men     
diseased in soul. It is a miracle of condescension 
that the Son of God should set foot in such a      
lazarhouse [a house for poor, diseased persons,     
especially lepers] as this.

 Yet observe the triumphant grace of our Lord 
Jesus to the ten men that were lepers. It would make 
a man’s fortune; it would crown a man with lifelong 
fame to heal one leper. But our Lord healed ten     
lepers at once. So full a fountain of grace is He, so 
freely doth He dispense His favor, that the ten are 
bidden to go and show themselves to the priests   

because they are healed; and on the way to the 
priests they find it is so. None of us can imagine the 
joy they felt when they perceived that they were 
healed. Oh, it must have been a sort of new birth to 
them to find their flesh made fresh as that of a little 
child! It would have been wonderful if the whole ten 
had hurried back and fallen at Jesus’ feet and lifted 
up their voices in a tenfold psalm. The sad thing 
about it is that nine of them, though they were 
healed, went on their way to the priests in the     
coolest possible manner: we never hear of their     
return, they drop out of the story altogether. They 
have obtained a blessing, they go their way, and 
there is an end of them.

 Only one of them, a Samaritan, returned to  
express his thanks. Misery has strange bedfellows; 
and so the nine lepers of the seed of Israel consorted 
with an outcast Samaritan: and he, strange to tell it, 
was the only one, who, seized by a sudden impulse 
of gratitude, made his way to his Benefactor, fell 
down at His feet and began to glorify God.

 If you search the world around, among all 
choice spices you shall scarcely meet with the    
frankincense of gratitude. It ought to be as common 
as the dew-drops that hang upon the hedges in the 
morning; but, alas, the world is dry of thankfulness 
to God! Gratitude to Christ was scarce enough in 
His own day. I had almost said it was ten to one that 
nobody would praise Him; but I must correct myself 
a little: it was nine to one. One day in seven is for 
the Lord’s worship; but not one man in ten is        
devoted to His praise. Our subject is thankfulness to 
the Lord Jesus Christ.
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I. I BEGIN WITH THE POINT THAT I HAVE  
ALREADY TOUCHED UPON, NAMELY, THE 
SINGULARITY OF THANKFULNESS. Here note: 
there are more who receive benefits than ever give 
praise for them. Nine persons healed, one person  
glorifying God; nine persons healed of leprosy, mark 
you, and only one person kneeling down at Jesus’ 
feet and thanking Him for it! If for this surpassing 
benefit, which might have made the dumb to sing, 
men only thank the Lord in the proportion of one to 
nine, what shall I say of what we call God’s common 
mercies—only common because He is so liberal with 
them, for each of them is inestimably valuable? Life, 
health, eyesight, hearing, domestic love, the         
continuance of friends—I cannot attempt a catalogue 
of benefits that we receive every day; and yet is there 
one man in nine that praises God for these? A cold 
“Thank God!” is all that is given. Others of us do 
praise Him for these benefits, but what poor praises!

 We do not praise the Lord fitly,                     
proportionately, intensely. We receive a continent of 
mercies and only return an island of praise. He gives 
us blessings new every morning and fresh every    
evening, great is His faithfulness; and yet we let the 
years roll round and seldom observe a day of praise. 
Sad is it to see God all goodness and man all          
ingratitude! 

 But there is something more remarkable than 
this: the number of those who pray is greater than 
the number of those who praise. For these ten men 
that were lepers all prayed. Poor and feeble as their 
voices had become through disease, yet they lifted 
them up in prayer and united in crying: “Jesus,    
Master, have mercy on us!” They all joined in the  

Litany, “Lord, have mercy upon us! Christ, have 
mercy upon us!” But when they came to the Te 
Deum, [You, God (we praise)] magnifying and   
praising God, only one of them took up the note. 
One would have thought that all who prayed would 
praise, but it is not so. Cases have been where a 
whole ship’s crew in time of storm has prayed, and 
yet none of that crew have sung the praise of God 
when the storm has become a calm. Multitudes of 
our fellow-citizens pray when they are sick and near 
to dying; but when they grow better, their praises 
grow sick unto death. The angel of mercy, listening 
at their door, has heard no canticle[6] of love, no 
song of thankfulness. Alas, it is too sadly true that 
more pray than praise! 

 I put it in another shape to you who are God’s 
people—most of us pray more than we praise. You 
pray little enough, I fear; but praise, where is that? 
At our family altars we always pray, but seldom 
praise. In our closets we constantly pray, but do we 
frequently praise? Prayer is not so heavenly an      
exercise as praise; prayer is for time, but praise is for 
eternity. Praise therefore deserves the first and    
highest place, does it not? Let us commence the   
employment which occupies the celestials. Prayer is 
for a beggar; but methinks he is a poor beggar who 
does not also give praise when he receives an alms. 
Praise ought to follow naturally upon the heels of 
prayer, even when it does not, by divine grace, go  
before it. If you are afflicted, if you lose money, if 
you fall into poverty, if your child is ill, if             
chastisement visits you in any form, you begin to 
pray. And I do not blame you for it, but should it be 
all praying and no praising? Come; let us chide[8] 
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ourselves as we acknowledge that we offer so much 
more prayer than praise! 

 On the same head, let me remark that more 
obey ritual than ever praise Christ. When Jesus said, 
“Go shew yourselves to the priests,” off they went, 
all ten of them; not one stopped behind. Yet only 
one came back to behold a personal Savior and to 
praise His name. So today — you will go to church, 
you will go to chapel, you will read a book, you will 
perform an outward religious action; but oh, how  
little praising God, how little lying at His feet, and 
feeling that we could sing our souls away for      
gratitude to Him who hath done such great things 
for us! External religious exercises are easy enough 
and common enough; but the internal matter, the 
drawing out of the heart in thankful love, how scarce 
a thing it is! Nine obey ritual where only one praises 
the Lord. 

 Once more, to come yet closer home, there are 
more that believe than there are that praise: for 
these ten men did believe, but only one praised the 
Lord Jesus. Their faith was about the leprosy; and 
according to their faith, so it was unto them. This 
faith, though it only concerned their leprosy, was yet 
a very wonderful faith. It was remarkable that they 
should believe the Lord Jesus though He did not 
even say, “Be healed,” nor speak a word to them to 
that effect, but simply said, “Go shew yourselves to 
the priests.” With parched skins and death burning 
its way into their hearts, they went bravely off in  
confidence that Jesus must mean to bless them. It 
was admirable faith; and yet none of the nine who 
thus believed ever came back to praise Christ for the 
mercy received. I am afraid that there is much of 

faith, better faith than theirs, which concerns      
spiritual things, which has yet to flower into.      
practical gratitude. It is a faith which bears few    
blossoms of praise. I chide myself sometimes that I 
have wrestled with God in prayer, like Elias upon 
Carmel, but I have not magnified the name of the 
Lord, like Mary of Nazareth. We do not laud our 
Lord in proportion to the benefits received. God’s 
treasury would overflow if the revenue of thanks 
were more honestly paid. Faith was only real in 
these lepers so far as their leprosy was concerned; 
they did not believe in our Lord’s divinity or believe 
for eternal life. So also among ourselves there are 
men who get benefits from Christ, who even hope 
that they are saved, but they do not praise Him. 

 This man knew that he was healed, he had full 
assurance upon that point, and the next impulse of 
his spirit was to hie [to hasten or to go quickely] 
him back to where he stood who had been His      
glorious Physician, to fall at His feet, and praise Him 
with a loud voice, glorifying God. Oh, that all my 
timorous, doubting hearers may do the same! 

II. I HAVE A GREAT DEAL TO SAY, AND      
LITTLE TIME TO SAY IT IN; THEREFORE, 
BRIEFLY LET US NOTE THE                      
CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE                
THANKFULNESS. This man’s simple act may 
show the character of praise. It does not take the 
same shape in everybody. Love to Christ, like living 
flowers, wears many forms; only artificial flowers are 
all alike. Living praise is marked by individuality. 
This man was one of ten when he was a leper; he 
was all alone when here turned to praise God. You 
can sin in company, you can go to hell in company; 
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but when you obtain salvation, you will come to    
Jesus all alone. And when you are saved, though you 
will delight to praise God with others if they will 
join with you, yet if they will not do so, you will    
delight to sing a solo of gratitude. This man quits 
the company of the other nine and comes to Jesus. If 
Christ has saved you and your heart is right, you will 
say, “I must praise Him; I must love Him.” You will 
not be kept back by the chilly state of nine out of ten 
of your old companions, by the worldliness of your 
family, or by the coldness of the church. Your        
personal love to Jesus will make you speak even if 
heaven and earth and sea are all wrapped in silence. 

 You have a heart burning with adoring love, 
and you feel as if it were the only heart under 
heaven that had love to Christ in it; and therefore 
you must feed the heavenly flame. You must indulge 
its desires, you must express its longings; the fire is 
in your bones and must have vent. Since there is   
individuality about true praise, come, brothers in 
Christ, let us praise God each one in his own way! 

 The next characteristic of this man’s         
thankfulness was promptness. He was back to 
Christ almost immediately; for I cannot suppose the 
Savior lingered at the village-gate for hours that day. 
He was too busy to be long on one spot: the Master 
went about doing good. The man was back soon; 
and when you are saved, the quicker you can express 
your gratitude the better. Second thoughts are best, 
they say; but this is not the case when the heart is 
full of love to Christ. Carry out your first thoughts; 
do not stop for the second, unless indeed your heart 
is so on flame with heavenly devotion that second 
ones consume the first. Go at once and praise the 

Savior. Why should praise be kept waiting at the 
door even for a night? The manna came fresh in the 
morning; so let your praises rise betimes. [at an 
early time] 

 The next quality of this man’s praise was   
spirituality. We perceive this in the fact that he 
paused on his way to the priests. It was his duty to 
go to the priests: he had received a command to do 
so; but there is a proportion in all things, and some 
duties are greater than others. He thought to       
himself: “I was ordered to go to the priests, but I am 
healed, and this new circumstance affects the order 
of my duties: the first thing I ought to do is to go 
back and bear witness to the people, glorifying God 
in the midst of them all, and falling down at Christ’s 
feet.” It is well to observe the holy law of              
proportion. Carnal minds take the ritualistic duty 
first; that which is external outweighs with them 
that which is spiritual. But love soon perceives that 
the substance is more precious than the shadow, and 
that to bow at the feet of the great High Priest must 
be a greater duty than to go before the lesser priests. 
So the healed leper went first to Jesus. He felt that 
his main duty was in person to adore the divine    
Person who had delivered him from his fell disease. 
Let us go first to Jesus. Let us in spirit bow before 
HIM. Ah, yes! Come to our services, join in our  
regular worship: but if you love the Lord, you will 
want something besides this: you will pine to get to 
Jesus Himself, and tell Him how you love Him. 

 True thankfulness also manifests itself in      
intensity. Intensity is perceptible in this case: he 
turned back and with a loud voice glorified God. He 
could have praised, could he not, in a quieter way? 
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Yes, but when you are just cured of leprosy, and your 
once feeble voice is restored to you, you cannot  
whisper out your praises. Brethren, you know it 
would be impossible to be coolly proper when you 
are newly saved! This man with a loud voice          
glorified God! 

 Some of our converts are very wild at times, 
they grow extravagant. Do not blame them. Why not 
indulge them? It will not hurt you. We are all of us 
so very proper and orderly that we can afford to have 
an extravagant one among us now and then. Oh, 
that God would send more of that sort to wake the 
church up, that we also, might all begin to praise 
God with heart and voice, with soul and substance, 
with might and main! Hallelujah! My own heart 
feels the glow. 

 In true thankfulness, next, there is humility. 
This man fell down at Jesus’ feet: he did not feel   
perfectly in his place until he was lying there. “I am 
nobody, Lord,” he seemed to say, and therefore he 
fell on his face. But the place for his prostration was 
“at His feet.” I would rather be nobody at Christ’s 
feet than everybody anywhere else! There is no place 
so honorable as down at the feet of Jesus. Ah, to lie 
there always and just love Him wholly and let self 
die out! True thankfulness lies low before the Lord. 

 Added to this there was worship. He fell down 
at Jesus’ feet, glorifying God and giving thanks unto 
Him. Let us worship our Savior. Let others think as 
they like about Jesus, but we will put our finger into 
the print of the nails and say, “My Lord and my 
God!” If there be a God, He is God in Christ Jesus to 
us. We shall never cease to adore Him Who has 
proved His Godhead by delivering us from the       

leprosy of sin. All worship be to His supreme       
majesty! 

 One thing more about this man I want to     
notice as to his thankfulness, and that is, his silence 
as to censuring others. When the Savior said, 
“Where are the nine?” I notice that this man did not 
reply. The Master said, “Where are the nine? There 
are not found that returned to give glory to God, 
save this stranger.” But the adoring stranger did not 
stand up and say, “O Lord, they are all gone off to 
the priests: I am astonished at them that they did 
not return to praise Thee!” O brothers, we have 
enough to do to mind our own business, when we 
feel the grace of God in our own hearts! If I can only 
get through my service of praise, I shall have no 
mind to accuse any of you who are ungrateful. The 
Master says: “Where are the nine?” but the poor 
healed man at His feet has no word to say against 
those cruel nine; he is too much occupied with his 
personal adoration. 

III. I HAVE NOT HALF DONE, AND YET YOU 
CANNOT POSSIBLY STAY BEYOND THE       
APPOINTED HOUR OF CLOSING:          
THEREFORE I MUST COMPRESS MY THIRD 
DIVISION AS CLOSELY AS I POSSIBLY CAN — 
let us consider THE BLESSEDNESS OF         
THANKFULNESS. This man was more blessed by 
far than the nine. They were healed, but they were 
not blessed as he was. There is a great blessedness 
in thankfulness. 

 First, because it is right. Should not Christ be 
praised? This man did what he could: and there is 
always an ease of conscience and a rest of spirit, 
when you feel that you are doing all you can in a 
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right cause, even though you fall far short of your 
own desire. At this moment, my brethren, magnify 
the Lord. 

 Next, there is this blessing in thankfulness, 
that it is a manifestation of personal love. I love the 
doctrines of grace, I love the church of God, I love 
the Sabbath, I love the ordinances; but I love Jesus 
most. My heart never rests until I can glorify God 
personally and give thanks unto the Christ            
personally. The indulgence of personal love to Christ 
is one of the sweetest things out of heaven; and you 
cannot indulge that personal love so well as by     
personal thankfulness both of heart and mouth and 
act and deed. 

 There is another blessedness about           
thankfulness: it has clear views. The thankful eye 
sees far and deep. The man healed of leprosy, before 
he went on glorifying God, gave thanks to Jesus. If 
he had thanked Jesus and stopped there, I should 
have said that his eyes were not well open. But when 
he saw God in Christ and therefore glorified God for 
what Christ had done, he showed a deep insight into 
spiritual truth. He had begun to discover the       
mysteries of the divine and human person of the 
blessed Lord. We learn much by prayer. Did not    
Luther say, “To have prayed well is to have studied 
well”? I venture to add a rider to what Luther has so 
ably said: To have praised well is to have studied   
better. Praise is a great instructor. Prayer and praise 
are the oars by which a man may row his boat into 
the deep waters of the knowledge of Christ. 

 The next blessedness about praise is that it is 
acceptable to Christ. The Lord Jesus was evidently 
pleased; He was grieved to think the other nine 

should not come back, but He was charmed with 
this one man that he did return. The question, 
“Where are the nine?” bears within it a                
commendation of the one. Whatever pleases Christ 
should be carefully cultivated by us. If praise be 
pleasant to Him, let us continually magnify His 
name. Prayer is the straw of the wheat, but praise is 
the ear. Jesus loves to see the blade grow up, but He 
loves better to pluck the golden ears when the      
harvest of praise is ripe. 

 Next, notice, that the blessedness of         
thankfulness is that it receives the largest blessing, 
for the Savior said to this man what He had not said 
to the others, “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” If 
you would live the higher life, be much in praising 
God. Some of you are in the lowest state as yet, as 
this man was for he was a Samaritan: but by praising 
God he rose to be a songster rather than a stranger. 
How often have I noticed how the greatest sinner  
becomes the greatest praiser! Those that were       
farthest off from Christ, and hope, and purity, when 
they become saved, feel that they owe the most, and 
therefore they love the best. May it be the ambition 
of every one of us, even if we be not originally 
among the vilest of the vile, yet to feel that we owe 
Jesus most; and there f o re we will praise Him 
most: thus shall we receive the richest blessedness 
from His hands!

-------------------------------------------------------------------

From sermon #1935, delivered at the Metropolitan Tabernacle,      
Newington, on Thursday evening, October 7th, 1886. 
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News From
The Churches



MOUNTAIN VIEW CHURCH
Ft. Payne, AL

Greetings from everyone at Mt. View! We are enjoying cool weather in the mountains and thanking God for 
his bountiful blessings. Summer activities included participating in the Tri-States (TAG) Youth Fellowship 
Camp with a group of around 30 youngsters and adults; once again Mt. View provided several camp officers, 
teachers and other helpers. We thank God for the Camp and what it means to all the churches involved, and 
this year was a celebratory one because last spring the loan for our multi-purpose air-conditioned building 
was finally paid off. July included boating and swimming at our annual Weiss Lake family day & cookout, 
and a trip to Music Workshop for Sisters Nadine Gadberry and Sidney Bailey. We had two 5th Sunday Youth 
Days with Brothers Gabe Lankford and Matthew Johnson as the speakers. On August 16-18 several members 
enjoyed sitting together in heavenly places with our brothers and sisters from other churches the Sequatchie 
Valley Association. What a blessing for all! Our PBYF planned a fall festival and classic car show/fundraiser 
for Oct. 6th. Their Wed. night meetings include a Bible study led by Brother Darren Carter. Current PBYF 
president is Sister Jade Johnson, who along with Brother Gabe Lankford, have been leading a weekly          
discussion of basic Primitive Baptist beliefs with the adults. Our week’s meeting will be Tuesday November 
13-16. Homecoming will be on Sunday, the 18th. Guest minister will be Elder Mike McGrady, pastor of  
Providence Church. Please join us for this special week if you can. We pray that everyone has a safe and 
blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas.

             (Sheila Hopper Akins, Reporter)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

BAY BRANCH CHURCH
Bellville, GA

The Bay Branch Church invites you to their Fall Meeting November 11, 12, 13, and 14, 2018. Elder Craig 
Campbell, Pastor of the Northern Virginia Primitive Baptist Church, will be the guest minister. Service will 
be Homecoming on Sunday, November 11 at 11:00 a.m. with lunch to follow. No night services. Services for 
November 12, 13, and 14 will be at 7:00 p.m. There will be special music at each service. Please be in prayer 
for Brother Craig and Bay Branch Church. We look forward to worshipping with you.

             (Shirley McGee, Reporter)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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LAKE CHAPEL CHURCH
Patterson, GA

We were saddened of the loss of long time member, Mrs. Bertha Todd. The Ladies Auxiliary continues to 
serve those in need in and around our community with a delicious meal each month. We are so grateful to 
Elders Emerson Proctor and Andrew Tucker who supplied the pulpit while Bro. Sam was away. Those         
interested and available will begin a new study in October and the ladies hope to begin one in January. We 
invite all who are in our area to join us Sunday mornings for Bible Study @ 9:45am, Worship @ 11:00am, 
and Evening Worship @ 6:00pm. Fifth Sunday Unity Meeting was held on the evening of September 30th 
with Bro. Brett Bacon providing the message.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

HARDWICK CHURCH
Hardwick, GA

Hardwick Progressive Primitive Baptist Church, meeting in its regular schedule of services, conferences and 
Ladies councils, has kept up a steady pace of repair and construction, as well as our summer fellowship 
events. Under the guidance of Deacon John Roy Howell, we have tended to new safety features over the past 
year, including reinforced doors, replaced ceiling tiles and front porch carpeting. Church steps may be        
re-mortared in the near future. A rainstorm has necessitated a drastic pruning of our live oak. The regular 
summer schedule was somewhat changed. Our dear friends, the singing Kindreds, lost their Bass this year. 
Our entertainer, Grady Torrence, was however able to carry us with him to his lively Louisiana landscape. 
Dear Jim DeVane was kept at home by family illness. Sister Josephine King, accompanied by her friend Edith 
Brantley, presented skits of various types. Our fine cooks gave special flavor to all our meals. A main October 
event, Hardwick Primitive Baptist Church Homecoming, is coming up and as ever we hope you can join us. 
We extend a warm welcome to any students attending Georgia College or Georgia Military College, in       
Milledgeville. We are only nine miles from both campuses.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Available For Supply:

Elder Ben Robert Nessmith, Jr.      Elder Howard Rushing
(912) 481-0960         (912) 682-2678

bennessmithjr@gmail.com       hrushing56@gmail.com 
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Obituaries

TODD, Bertha -
August 03, 1929 to August 19, 2018. 

Lake Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Patterson, Georgia.



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald 
subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. 

The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,  
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,  
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,  
and the final perseverance of the saints.  

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,  
and that Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus Christ. 
We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be  
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is  

an example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of  
Baptism and the Lord's Supper but such as are called by God and come under the  

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be  
raised, changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God,  

to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised,  
soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


