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MOVED
BEYOND
AMAZEMENT

By:
Elder Sam Bennett

Lake Chapel
Primitive Baptist Church
(Patterson, GA)




And he went up unto them into the ship; and the
wind ceased: and they were sore amazed in
themselves beyond measure, and wondered. For
they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for
their heart was hardened.

(Mark 6:51-52)

This is the account in Mark's Gospel of
Jesus walking on the Sea of Galilee. It follows the
miracle of Jesus' feeding the multitude with five
loaves and two small fish. The disciples have
been eye-witnesses to many mighty works
performed by Jesus. They had left their former
livelihoods behind to become His disciples. They
have followed Him from place to place, heard
His preaching and teaching, seen Him heal all
matter of infirmities, seen Him cast evil spirits
out of those who were demon-possessed, and
even seen Him restore life to the dead. Most
recently, they themselves collected a greater
amount of left-over food (twelve baskets) from
the feeding of the five thousand than there was at
the start. And now they have seen Jesus walking,
yea even standing, on the surface of the sea.
What an amazing thing! No one before or since
can claim to have done this; save Peter, who was
only enabled by the power of God while looking
to Jesus. You may have seen hoaxes on television
or on the internet where someone has tried to
trick you into thinking that they are walking on
water. All such instances are mere trickery. It is
either a trick of the camera or some cleverly
devised stunt or both. If you have seen such as
this, you probably were amazed by it. If so, the
trickster has accomplished his purpose. However,
this account in the Gospel of Mark is no trick. It is

the display of the power of God in Jesus Christ.

No one but the Son of Man has the power to
control the elements and bend them to His will
such that He could stand on the waves! Even
after everything that the disciples have
witnessed, their response to this event is that
"...they were sore amazed in themselves beyond
measure, and wondered."

Have you ever seen a "magic" show? In all
honesty, these are illusions, not magic.
Performers are sometimes referred to as
magicians. They are more accurately called
illusionists. They do tricks to entertain the
audience. There is a great amount of skill and
secrecy involved, and the resulting response from
the audience is amazement. Illusions are
designed to fool the minds of the audience, but
there is no real magic involved. So what is
amazement? To fully enjoy the performance of an
illusionist, a suspension of disbelief is required.
That is, the audience must not disbelieve. But,
not disbelieving is not the same as believing. True
amazement is somewhere in between. In fact,
true amazement is probably closer to disbelief
than it is to belief. "Well, I saw it but I don't
believe it" is a common reaction by those who are
entertained by illusionists. Amazement is
bewilderment, or perplexity. That's not the same

as believing.

Why am I making such a big to do about all
this? Dear Reader, please understand, it is
absolutely okay to be amazed by the things of
God. In fact, it is helpful in our spiritual journey
to experience the amazing things of God.
However, it is not helpful, profitable, or
spiritually healthy to stop at amazed. We must

move on. We must go beyond a state of



mental bewilderment. Why is it that the disciples
were sore amazed in themselves beyond
measure, and wondered? Mark tells us very
plainly they did not understand the miracle of
the loaves because their hearts were hardened.
For all of the time they had followed Jesus, for all
of the mighty works they had seen, for all of the
preaching and teaching they had heard, they still
did not believe. Physical evidence and mighty
miracles may convince the mind, but it does not
convict the heart. The greatest miracle for each of
them was yet to occur. Jesus had demonstrated
who He was by His words and deeds. But, who
He was had not yet been revealed to their hearts.
Amazement and belief are two very different
things. Mark tells us early on in chapter one that
Jesus came to proclaim the Gospel of God,
saying, "Repent and believe in the gospel."
Nowhere do read that Jesus ever said, "Be
amazed." Belief is necessary for salvation. Belief
does not come to a hardened heart by signs and
wonders alone. A change of heart is necessary,
and that is a work of God.

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and
ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and
from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new

heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I

put within you: and 1 will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an
heart of flesh. And 1 will put my spirit within

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and
ye shall keep my judgments, and do them”
(Ezekiel 36:25-27).

That is the gracious thing God does for the
believer. There is no salvation in amazement.

Faith is required, and the consequences are

eternal. Thank God that is not something that we
muster up on our own or by ourselves. In the
apostle the Paul's letter to the church at Ephesus,
we are given such wonderful news about faith.
Faith is a miraculous gift from the miraculous
giver: For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast
(Ephesians 2:8-9). The Lord Himself graces the
believer with that saving faith that causes us to

believe.

Beloved, I pray that you have experienced
this miracle in your own life. If you haven't been
moved beyond sore amazed and wondering
bewilderment, I pray that the Lord will be
gracious to you. May He call you to Himself by
that miraculous change of heart, the efficacious
work of His Holy Spirit that brings saving faith
in Christ Jesus to the heart of the believer. For of
him, and through him, and to him, are all things:
to whom be glory for ever. Amen (Romans 11:36).



MEDITATIONS
OF AN OLD
PREACHER

(Part 2)

By:
Elder Emerson Proctor

Banner Herald Editor
(Statesboro, GA)




At about the same time as my ministry was
beginning, my family was also beginning. When I
was ordained in August of 1958, plans were
already being made for my marriage to Uldine
Shuman, also from our little town of Stilson,
Georgia. Actually, I was pretty well taken with
her from grade school days. And she was the first
person I baptized after I was ordained. We were
married on August 5, 1959 at the Lanes Primitive
Baptist Church.

And so from the very beginning, the work
of the ministry and our family were interwoven
and these two things were part and partial of our
lives. It would be hard to imagine life without my
wife and children while seeking to carry on in the
ministry. Of course, it is possible to function in
the ministry without family life, but I am
convinced that in the vast majority of cases it is
by far the best arrangement. In Scripture it does
appear that a person like the Apostle Paul did not
have a family. However, his is the exception
rather than the rule, and his case seems to have
occurred during extraordinary times. It does
appear that Paul himself laid out by the most
desirable situation in his description of marriage
in Ephesians 5. Following our marriage, we
moved to Ocilla, Georgia where I was already
serving as pastor. The church began having full
time services at the beginning of the pastoral year
in 1959, and our married life began at the same
time. This was an exciting time for us as we
began our life together and the work of the
ministry also went forward. It was also during
my pastorate at the Ocilla Church when our
tamily began to expand. It was on January 31,
1961 when our daughter, Devra Proctor, was

born.

After three years at the Ocilla Church, I was
called to be pastor of the Jesup Church, and we
moved to Jesup, Georgia in August of 1961. With
one brief break, I continued in that pastorate until
1987. The second addition to our family took
place on November 20, 1963, when our son,
Derek Proctor was born. As providence would
have it, that completed our family. It was a great
blessing that our children grew up and
graduated from high school while we lived in

Jesup.

The break in the pastorate at the Jesup
Church occurred in October of 1964, when I
resigned as pastor. This was brought about
because of what came to be known as the "Macon
Resolution Controversy." This was a difficult time
for our family and for the church, since it brought
about a great change for all of us. However, as |
look back on that period now, I do believe that in
the providence of God, some positive things
happened in my life. During that time, I decided
to go back to school and pursue some studies
that I now believe were helpful to me in the
ministry. I attended Georgia Southern College
(now Georgia Southern University) where I
pursued a Master's Degree in history.

In the course of my ministry up to that time,
I became interested in the study of history, and in
particular, the history of our Primitive Baptist
people. After I was admitted to graduate school
at Georgia Southern, I took a major in American
History. In the course of this study I was able to
do research on several areas dealing specifically
with church history and religious liberty. I was
also able to write the thesis required for my

degree on the early history of Baptists in Georgia.



The title of this thesis was Georgia Baptists
Organization and Division: 1772 - 1840. This
covered the early history of Baptists in Georgia

up to the division that resulted in two major
groups of Baptists; Primitive Baptists and
Missionary Baptists. While this course of study
did not directly deal with the study of the Bible
and the work of pastoral ministry, there were
many things about it that did aid me in the work
of the ministry. Of course, I did learn many
things about the theological beliefs of the early
Baptists and their historical development.

While I was in school at Georgia Southern,
we moved back to Stilson and lived with my
wife's parents. This was a great help to us during
a time that was not easy for our family. In
October of 1965, the Jesup Church issued a call to
me to return to Jesup as pastor, which I did.
However, I did not complete the course work at
Georgia Southern until the summer of 1966, and
we did not move back to Jesup until then. When
we did move back to Jesup, we built our own
home there with the approval of the Jesup
Church. This proved to be a great blessing to our
family, and I believe to the church. It helped to
give permanence to the pastorate of the church
and to our family being a part of the church com-
munity. It also proved to be a valuable invest-

ment for the future of our family.

After returning to Jesup in 1966, our lives
then settled into the work of pastoral ministry
and the things related to our family life and the
bringing up of our children. Soon after the move
to Jesup, my wife, Uldine, began a relatively
short career as a school teacher, which she

continued for about 15 years.

When I completed the courses required at
Georgia Southern, it remained for me to write the
thesis required for the degree program in which I
was enrolled. The research and writing of this
thesis was carried on periodically for the next
three years, along with carrying on the pastoral
ministry. I finally finished that work and received
the Master of Arts Degree from Georgia Southern
College in August of 1969.

Our lives went on with the normal ups and
downs that the passing years bring, until
sometime in 1979 when Uldine was diagnosed
with breast cancer. This was a staggering blow to
our lives and it brought on a life and death
struggle for my dear wife. After a year of
chemotherapy, the outlook was somewhat
optimistic for her recovery. However, that
optimism was cut short when the cancer
reappeared in a very aggressive form within a
period of two or three months. Her life then took
a downward spiral, and after a courageous fight,
she passed away on February 15, 1981 at the
young age of 43. This was a devastating blow to
all of our family. Our lives were turned upside
down as we faced this catastrophic loss. How
could we carry own as we grappled with the
reality of such a gaping hole in our existence?
But, of course, the Lord is gracious and merciful!
Just as the Lord promised the Apostle Paul, so it
is true for all of us who call upon His name, "My
grace is sufficient for thee!" That has certainly
been true in my life. Though the sense of loss and
sorrow is still felt, God has been gracious to me

and my family.

As for Uldine, I can offer a tribute to her
and to the way she lived her life. She had a



tremendous love for her family. She loved her
children and watched over them with a fierce
loyalty. She was a wonderful mother! And she
was for me the ideal preacher's wife. Over the
years of our marriage, she grew into a strong and
spiritual woman. She was supportive in every
aspect of my work as a preacher and a pastor. She
did not take any leadership role in the church,
but she participated in the entire life of the
church. She also had a powerful impact on many
of the young people that she taught in school and
that she influenced in the church. I will give an
example of the impact that I am convinced she
had in the Jesup Church. In the last few months
of her life, and in several months after her death,
we had the largest number of baptisms in the
Jesup Church of any time I was pastor there. In
that last pastoral year of her life and death, there
were fourteen people who were baptized and
most of them were young people. I am convinced
that a large part of that growth, under the
blessings of the Lord, was due to the impact she
had on these young people.

“She looketh well to the ways of her household,
and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children
arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also,
and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done
virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favour is

deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that
feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.”

(Proverbs 31:27-30)

To Be Continued...



8 LESSONS GOD IS
TEACHING ME
THROUGH CANCER

The editors of the Banner Herald are grateful to Pastor
Dave Hall and the editors of the Gospel Coalition for their
approval in the reprinting of his article, '8 Lessons God is

Teaching Me through Cancer". This article originally
appeared on the Gospel Coalition Web site. The website
is, www.thegospelcoalition.org. May you be blessed to see
HIS great hand of providence in the difficult circumstance
that this life brings; and having such knowledge, may you
foo express your gratitude for such blessings is our
prayer!



http://www.thegospelcoalition.org
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org

“In late December 2015, my physician informed me
that a biopsy result had returned positive for
melanoma. Doctors removed the lesion and proposed
an aggressive treatment plan. Surgery and four

months of chemotherapy followed.”
Pastor Dave Hall

It has been an unexpected and at times
frightening medical journey, but God is teaching
me many heart lessons through this
confrontation with cancer. These lessons are
ongoing chapters in a much longer story God is

writing with my life. Here are eight.

1. I am not in control.

"The heart of man plans his way, but the
LORD establishes his steps" (Prov. 16:9). "I know
O LORD, that the way of man is not in himself,
that it is not in man who walks to direct his
steps" (Jer. 10:23). No matter how hard I work or
what I do, I cannot control people, outcomes in
ministry, others' choices, or unexpected turns in
my health. There is no formula in Scripture that
will guarantee desired outcomes if I simply do
the "right thing." I must deal with the illusion of
self-determination and the idol of control, and
learn to trust the God of everlasting mercy and

goodness.

2. I am more reliant on grace than I can imagine.

I am not nearly so strong as I imagine
myself to be. I am not nearly so wise as I perceive
myself to be. I am not nearly so self-sufficient as I
pretend to be. As a broken sinner I am weak,
foolish, needy, and dependent. I cannot handle
life on my own, neither the good times nor the

tough times. I need God and his grace constantly.

"But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his
grace toward me was not in vain” (1 Cor. 15:3).

3. God is most interested in what's happening

in the part of me that can't be touched, scanned,

or medicated.

I must learn to pay close attention to my
inner man, especially as my outer man
deteriorates. As Paul reminded Timothy, "The
aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith”
(1 Tim. 1:5). It would be tragic to be healed of

cancer and have a soul plagued by sin.

4. The most important healing addresses my sin-

ful heart and mind.

I am not so sure the most important sort of
healing is physical. When God looks at me, I
suspect he doesn't see cancer as my most serious

problem.

I believe cancer entered my life by the
sovereign will of God. It was not a random
accident. I take great comfort in trusting he
permitted my cancer to achieve some deeper,
eternal purpose. God will use the broken things
of this sin-cursed world to accomplish his will for
my good and his glory (Gen. 50:20; 2 Cor. 2:7-10).

5.1 am not promised a pain-free life.

I am promised that his "power is made
perfect in weakness" (1 Cor. 12:9) and that "he
who began a good work in me will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:6).
And what is this good work? To be "conformed to
the image of his Son" (Rom. 8:29). Christ
displayed the grace of God through suffering

10



(Heb. 2:9-10). Through suffering I can know
Christ better and become more like him (Phil.
3:10).

6. I am not indispensable.

Jesus promised he will build his church
(Matt. 16:18). God will accomplish his work of
redeeming a people from every tribe and tongue
(Rev. 5:9; 7:9-10). That is not in doubt. I am
privileged to have a small role in the big story he
is writing. I am not the center of the story, and its
successful ending doesn't hinge on my skills or

talents.

It is a remarkable testament to his power
that he's able to accomplish anything through
me. "We have this treasure in jars of clay, to
show that the surpassing power belongs to God
and not to us" (2 Cor. 4:7). I must not take myself

too seriously.

7. Life is brief, and I should not take my days

for granted.

"For you are a mist that appears for a little
time and then vanishes" (James 4:14). I should do
today the things that have lasting value. I should
stop to hear people's stories. I should spend
time—unhurried and undistracted—with my
wife, kids, and grandkids. I should be present
with the people God brings into my life. I should
take each day as a gift from his hand.

8. My source of contentment must be Jesus

alone.

I am discovering I have a much greater
propensity to seek joy and contentment in people
and things other than Jesus. If my health were

taken from me, could I be content? What about
other people and things precious to me—my
family, my work, my financial resources, my
reputation? Would Jesus be enough for me if

those were gone?

I am learning that suffering is a gracious gift
from God that strips away all that competes for
my affections and loyalty to him. I am beginning
to understand and live in the truth of Philippians
1:21: "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is

gain."

More Lessons Ahead

Most learning requires a longer process
than most of us expect. God breaks through
engrained patterns of thought and behavior we
have developed over many years. My list of
lessons learned is always growing, sometimes
daily. Some days these lessons seem crystal clear,
and I accept them. Other days, I have many
questions that propel me to probe deeper into
those lessons. However, I hope in the truth that
"the LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your
steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not
forsake the work of your hands" (Ps. 138:8).

Dave Hall is a pastor at Emmanuel Faith Community
Church in Escondido, California, where he oversees
the church’s efforts in global ministry. Dave and his

wife, Joni, have been married 40 years. They have
three adult children and five grandchildren. Dave has
been directly involved in international ministry, both

as a sent one and as a sender, for 30 years.
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Primitive Baptist
Scholarship
News

Sunday, October 30th was designated as "Scholarship Sunday." If
churches or individuals would still like to make a donation, please
send them to the new address listed below. Scholarships are
awarded during the Spring of each year. Information will be sent

out in the coming months about the application process.

New Address & Contact Information:

Primitive Baptist Scholarship
C/o Bama Newman, Secretary-Treasurer
430 Northside Dr. E Suite 160, Box 144
Statesboro, GA 30458

Email Address:
Pbs4learning@gmail.com

or

bamanewman@vahoo. com
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DISCIPLING
MINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL
UPDATE



2016 Mission Trip To Ukraine

On November 7 Brother Donnie Smith from
Mt. Union Church, Elder Dean Robbins from
Faith Church and Elder Pat McCoy from Atlanta
Church will be traveling to Kiev, Ukraine for a
two week mission trip. While there, the three of
us will be meeting with a pastor in Kiev and two
refugee families. Thousands of people had to flee
from Donetsk and Lugansk Regions in 2014 after
a group of separatist took over the two regions.
Part of our ministry the past two years has been
helping some of these families get re-settled in
Central and Western Ukraine.

We will travel to the city of Kharkov to
spend some time with Pastor Dennis. He and a
fellow pastor, Sergey left Lugansk with their
entire congregation of 48 people. They moved to
Kharkov to re-settle. One of our sister churches in
this city housed them and is still housing some
families. Pastor Dennis and the church have
found an area where they began to establish a
new church. Since doing so, the Lord has blessed

the church to continue to grow.

The two pastors felt a burden to return to
their hometown in Lugansk and begin meeting
with former friends still there. Again the Lord
blessed them in their efforts. They began meeting
with people in Lugansk for worship and a church
has been re-established. Now there are two
congregations of around 50 people; one in the old
region of Lugansk and a new church in Kharkov.
God is truly good and continues to bless both con-

gregations.

At our recent Delegates Meeting in

Statesboro, we mentioned that one of our projects

for the coming months was to help these two
pastors purchase homes for their families. At
present they are living in small apartments. We
decided that we would try to raise $5,000 for each
of them. They would then raise the rest of the
amount needed, which would be approximately
$15,000 each. I am rejoicing to report that the
response to our project has been wonderful. The
donations that have come in already are far
beyond what we expected in so soon a time.
Praise God we have the $10,000! We will present
this to the two pastors while we are with them.

We will be meeting in Kharkov with these
two brothers and their congregation for worship
and Bible Study. We will also see the operation of
their Rehab Center for ex-prisoners, drug addicts
and alcoholics. So many people are helped
through these centers. God is using these
ministries to bring people out of darkness into
His marvelous light.

On Sunday, our team will worship at
Slovyansk church where one of us will be
preaching during the time of worship. In the
afternoon we visit a rehab center for women. At
night our time of worship will be in Kramatorsk

where again one of us will be preaching.

On Monday of the second week we will be
traveling to Toretsk. This city is in the Grey Zone
on the Ukrainian side of Donetsk. While there,
we will meet with the pastor and have discussion

on the needs of this congregation.

Our next move will be to Zaporizhzhya.
The staff of LOR (Light of Resurrection) moved
here after the war in 2014. From here, part of the

LOR team serves in Ukraine and some travel
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back to Donetsk to maintain the ministry started
there in 1993. Three of the brothers still live in
Makeyevka and remain there most of the time.
They travel out to Zaporizhzhya for meetings
and supplies. The others, such as Sasha Malov
and his brother Andrei, oversee the ministry in
Central and Western Ukraine.

On the way back to Kiev plans are for us to
visit Pastor Vasiliy Derkach in Zhitomir. This
brother was pastor of the first Church we built in
the city of Ugledar in the Donetsk Region in 1995.
We supported Vasiliy's ministry for several years
until Church was able to support him on their
own. He is a dear brother who has had failing
health for several years. He had to retire from
pastoring as his health grew worse. We have not
seen him in quite some time. The week before our
visit with him, he'll celebrate his 60th birthday.

Please keep the three of us in your prayers
as we travel. This will be a long trip in which we
will be traveling over 1,000 miles on difficult
roads. But what a joy to meet with the people and
see the joy they have in their hearts as they serve
the Lord. There is such excitement as they talk
about the Lord and His goodness, guidance, love
and mercy in their lives. I know I always leave
the country invigorated and renewed after being
with our brothers and sisters there in the

Ukraine.

Haiti Update

A few weeks ago, hurricane Matthew
caused great damage to the country of Haiti.
They are still recovering from the earthquake in
2010. Thank the Lord there was very little
damage to the buildings which were constructed

with the help of the Primitive Baptist Foundation.
Minor repairs to roofs have been taken care of by

Brother Don Mapp in his recent visit to the area.

Following the earthquake, the Foundation
took on construction of the sanctuary and other
needed structures. DMI provided humanitarian
aid for the orphans at Good Shepherd Project
(GSP). As the need has arisen, we have sent funds
for food and provided clothes and other

humanitarian needs.

Recently a call was given to help meet the
need for food for the orphans at the Good
Shepherd Project. The cost for food has risen
tremendously over the past year, and there were
few funds available to purchase food items.
Thanks to so many people who responded with
contributions, DMI has received enough funds to
cover the food costs for the Good Shepherd
Project for a couple of years. To all of you who
have made these contributions, we give our
thanks. The funds will be sent to Pastor Enock as

needed.

As I sit in my comfortable, clean office I am
so very thankful. I stop to remember that there
are people all around the world that do not have
what I have and take for granted so often. While I
drink my coffee and enjoy three meals a day,
there are people who would love to have a cup of
clean water and one meal a day. I am thankful to
be a part of a ministry endeavoring to help
others, thousands of miles away, to simply sur-
vive and provide for their families. God is good
and the recipients of the help that we are able to
give are very thankful for all that is done for

16



them. Thank you again for your willingness to give to the

ministry of DML

Please check out our web page. The address is,

www.disciplingministries.org. We will be providing updates on

the various ministries that we support. There are also

opportunities to support specific ministries.

We also have a Facebook page that will be providing
updates during our upcoming mission trip. The Facebook page is,
Discipling Ministries International. May God bless you to rejoice

in the Lord and be thankful every day!

- Pastor Pat McCoy-
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THE CHURCHES




Tifton Church
Tifton, GA

The members of the Tifton Primitive Baptist
Church will be celebrating their 100 year
anniversary on November 20th with morning
worship beginning at 11:00 am followed by lunch
and the program starting at 1:30 p.m. It is truly a
joy to know the Lord has blessed this place for
100 years. Come celebrate with us.

Hardwick Church
Hardwick, GA

Various illnesses and operations kept the Ladies
Circle from keeping its regular meeting schedule.
Still, the Hardwick Church was able to enjoy the
good food and fellowship of our Summer
Suppers. In September, Andalusia hosted our fall
picnic. We appreciated the beautiful, peaceful
setting under Andalusia's oaks, and our

traditional meal of fried chicken, potato salad

and watermelon brought back many memories of

childhood picnics. At a recent conference we
decided the details of our October revival. Elder

Walt Deloach, whose name sounded comfortably
familiar to our congregation preached the during

the revival meeting held October 14-16. Lunch

was served after Sunday message.

Antioch Church
Twin City, GA

Antioch held our annual vacation bible school on
Saturday, July 16, 2016. It was Farm themed and

the church was beautifully decorated. Bible
classes, music and crafts were enjoyed by all in
attendance. After lunch, the children enjoyed an
afternoon of fun and fellowship on the water
slide. Snacks were also provided. On Sunday
morning, the children shared musical selections
that were learned with the congregation.
Everyone did a fantastic job planning and
carrying out this day of worship and fun for the
children of our church and surrounding
communities. Antioch primitive Baptist Church
invites everyone to join us each Sunday morning
at 10:00 for Sunday school and at 11:00 for the

morning worship service.

Lake Chapel Church
Patterson, GA

Greetings to all our sister churches! Lake Chapel

served as host for the 121st Bethel Association on

Tuesday, October 11th. Elder Sam Bennett, pastor
of Lake Chapel, and Elder Jason Deal, pastor of
Comfort Chapel, served as moderator and clerk,

respectively. Brother Jimmie and Sister Susie Deal

served as delegates. The meeting was well
attended by our sister churches even though
Hurricane Matthew had just passed through the
area. Thank God our damage from the storm was
very minor. When you are in our,please stop win
and visit with us.

19



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man'’s faculties;
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and
the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is
by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of
Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and
service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed,
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and
body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to
punishment in hell forever.



