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" HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

In this issue of the Banner Herald, you will find articles that both provoke and encourage you to
maintain your zeal in serving our great Savior and Lord.

In Elder Craig Deloach’s article, he challenges us to remember to offer our thanks to the Lord
for the manifold blessings received. “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). In this season, when as a nation we

celebrate a day of Thanksgiving, may we as a holy nation offer our thanks to Father, Son and

Holy Spirit for their work in saving us from our sins.

We also have printed Brother Wade McElveen’s words spoken at his mother’s funeral. You will
find his words both challenging and encouraging. Sister Ginny used her God-given talents to
impact the lives of others. What better way to show our gratitude to God than to use the gifts

given to us to help and encourage others!

Finally, we publish an email correspondence from a dear sister in the Lord who is now back in

her native country of Argentina. Sister Kary attended the Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church while

on a work visa at Georgia Tech. Her love for the Lord and for fellow believers is evident in her

words. Like Sister Ginny McElveen, Sister Kary made an indelible and lasting impression upon
those whom she met.

May these thoughts be a blessing to you so that you will be a blessing to others! - WDR r.



ALWAYS
(AND IN ALL THINGS)
GIVE THANKS

BY ELDER CRAIG DELOACH
PASTOR OF HARDWICK CHURCH,
MILLEDGEVILLE, GEORGIA




INTRODUCTION

Many years back during my years in public
work, I recall holding a door open to the Post

Office in Macon, Georgia, for a woman to

enter. My doing so was simply a small act of
kindness, and it was an act of courtesy I had
done most of my life. This time was different,

however. This woman was obviously insulted.

She refused to acknowledge my small act of
kindness, and she certainly did not thank me.

Her lack of gratitude truly hurt and offended

me.

I learned a powerful lesson from that little

incident. I since have made it a practice to be

thankful for even the smallest kindness shown

to me. When I say “I have made it a practice to
be thankful,” what I mean by that is that I
personally thank that person for the kindness
they have shown me. Why? Because it was a

kindness they were not obligated to give.

Have you ever considered how our heavenly
Father feels when we do not thank Him for
the innumerable mercies He bestows upon us?
If I experience disappointment and hurt due
to an ungrateful and unthankful person, I am
certain that the God who chose us and saved
us must feel even more-so when we do not
acknowledge His kindnesses to us. We must
always keep in mind that these are kindnesses

He is not obliged to give.

JESUS AND THE UNGRATEFUL LEPERS

I believe the Lord Jesus Christ experienced

similar disappointment and hurt after His

healing of those ten lepers in Luke 17. His
comment to the one leper who did return to
thank Him was “Were there not ten cleansed?
But where are the nine? There are not found
that returned to give glory to God, save this
stranger” (Luke 17:17-18 KJV).

I have heard it said by a highly-respected
theologian that the nine healed lepers were
grateful, but they just did not return to give

thanks to God. I find that difficult to
comprehend. If someone is truly grateful for
what he or she has received, I believe that
person will go to great lengths to thank their
benefactor. Perhaps, this is why
thanking God is referred to as
“the sacrifices of thanksgiving.”

In Psalm 107:22, the psalmist writes, “And let
them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving,
and declare his works with rejoicing”
(Emphasis mine KJV). It is important to know
why the psalmist encourages the people to
“sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving.” I
would encourage you to read Psalm 107 in its
entirety. Therein, the psalmist enumerates
many of God’s wonderful interventions,
deliverances and provisions on behalf of His
chosen people Israel. As a result, he
encourages the people to acknowledge those
blessings by sacrificing “... the sacrifices of

thanksgiving, and declare his works with

rejoicing.”

I have no doubt that the nine lepers were

rejoicing over the healing they had received.



What they did not do was offer Jesus Christ
the sacrifice of thanksgiving.

There was an incident in my past where it was
assumed I had cancer. Following a biopsy of
the affected area, I had to wait on the results.

The time had arrived when I was instructed to

call the doctor’s office to obtain the results,
positive or negative. As I sat in my office, it
seemed to take all of my energy to lift up the
phone and dial. Finally, I did. The person who
answered the phone informed me that the test
results were negative; that is, no cancer. I can
tell you that I was rejoicing over those results.
I can also tell you that with tears I immedi-
ately thanked my God for His intervention in
my life. We are blessed in so many ways by
God, and we should always be careful to offer

Him our sacrifices of thanksgiving.

GIVING THANKS TO GOD IS WORSHIP

Anytime we thank God for His kindnesses

towards us, worship is involved. That is the

thought indicated by the word sacrifice. In
Genesis 22:2, Abraham was instructed by God

to “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac,

whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land

of Moriah: and offer him there for a burnt

offering upon one of the mountains which I
will tell thee of” (KJV).

God was instructing Abraham to sacrifice his
son. Abraham immediately obeyed the
commandment of God. Scripture says that

early the next morning Abraham “saddled his

ass, and took two of his young men with him,

and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the

burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the




place which God had told him” (Genesis 22:3
KJV). At that place, Abraham would prepare

an altar, bind Isaac upon it, and prepare to

take Isaac’s life as God had instructed him.

[ want to draw your attention to what
Abraham did before he and Isaac ascend the
mountain. Abraham turned to the young men

that were with him and said, “Abide ye here

with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder

and worship, and come again to you”
(Genesis 22:5 Emphasis mine KJV).

Isaac was Abraham’s dearest and most prized
possession. He was the child of promise. Yet,
God was requiring Abraham to offer Isaac,
this son that he loved, as a burnt offering. I
want to focus on the word Abraham uses as
he is preparing to obey God, and that word is
“worship.” Sacrifice is worship, and when
the psalmist uses the phrase “sacrifices of
thanksgiving,” he is indicating that if we are
to thank God acceptably, it will require

something from us.

With regard to the returning of the healed
leper spoken of in Luke 17, rather than
hurrying along to celebrate his new-found
health with family and friends - which I am
certain was one of the most pressing things on
his mind and heart at that time - he was
moved by something even more pressing on
his heart and mind! He delayed celebrating
with his friends and family and returned to
Jesus “And fell down on his face at his feet,
giving him thanks” (Luke 17:16 KJV).

Falling on one’s face is the posture of worship,
and as small as it may seem, he offered to
Jesus the “sacrifice of thanksgiving.”
Gratitude was the moving force in the healed
leper’s response. Though we may think this
man’s sacrifice was small, the Lord Jesus
Christ was unquestionably honored by the
man’s acknowledgement, and God was

glorified.

When it comes to the mercies of God
bestowed upon us, no sacrifice is too great
and no distance too far to offer Him our

sacrifice of thanksgiving.

PAUL'S ADVICE ON GIVING THANKS

There are many times that [ have held open a
door for a man or woman to walk through as
an act of courtesy and, as a result, received a
sincere “Thank you” for that small act of
kindness. I think that is the way we should
always be. I can tell you this: that thankful
person’s acknowledgement of my act of
kindness brought a wonderful sense of

satisfaction and joy to my heart.

Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 writes, “In every
thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in

Christ Jesus concerning you” (KJV). There is

much for us to consider in this statement by
Paul. This may sound simplistic, but “every
thing” means just what it says, “every thing.”
There is nothing omitted here. As an
interesting contrast, Paul writes in Romans 3
“For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (Verse 23 K]V). The word




for us to thank him for His regenerating Holy
Spirit and making us a new creation. It is
common for us to thank Him for the gospel
message and for the church of Christ. This list
could go on and on. It is common for us to

translated “all” is the same word translated
“every thing.” Just as there are no exceptions

when it comes to depravity and sin, there are
also no exceptions when it comes to giving

thanks.
I q _— N q thank Him for His provisions, deliverances
n considering Paul’s “every thing,” we nee )
& . very & and protections. These are surely numbered
to open our minds and hang our ) " ) .
with the “good things.

preconceptions about what he means outside

the door. It is common for us to thank God Paul, however, indicates that thanksgiving

should be rendered to God in every
circumstance. There will be times when the
going is rough. Our adversary the Devil is on
the prowl, and he seeks our destruction. Does
Paul mean that we should thank God in times
of distress? It would certainly seem that that is
what Paul means. Giving thanks to God in our
darkest hours is no easy task. There is the
feeling that God has abandoned us. The truth

when we are the recipients of those things we
deem to be “good things.” That list would
include basic things like food, clothing,
housing, employment, family, and health. It is
common for us to thank God for electing us to
salvation and for predestinating us to be
conformed to the image of His Son. It is
common for us to thank Him for the

redeeming work of Jesus Christ. It is common



is He has not abandoned us. Yet, it is far more
difficult to thank God in those times. We
rather think that God is not considering out
plight. Perhaps, we should consider whether
our dark hour could be even darker. Adversity
in our life is a vehicle to bring us a greater
knowledge of the Almighty. His grace is
sufficient for any trial we are facing. We

should thank Him for His grace.
John Gill explains Paul’s statement this way:

“Thanks should be given to God in every

circumstance of life; in adversity, as Job did;

when not in so comfortable and agreeable a

frame of soul as to be wished for, since it

might be worse, and is not black despair; even

under the temptations of Satan, since they

might be greater and heavier, and since the

grace of God is sufficient to bear up under

them, and deliver out of them, and since there

is such a sympathizing high priest and

Saviour; and in afflictions of every kind since

they are for good, temporal, or spiritual, or

eternal. (Gill’'s Commentary e-Sword)”

CONCLUSION

Paul concludes his statement saying, “For this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning

you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18 KJV). If giving

thanks in “every thing” is the will of God
concerning us, our failure to do so reveals an
attitude of ungratefulness. Thanksgiving is an
act of worship. It is driven by an attitude of
gratefulness, and as such, it will require

sacrifice on our part.

This idea is best presented by David when
purchasing the“threshingfloor” from Araunah
the Jebusite upon which to build an altar to
God. Araunah offered to give his
“threshingfloor,” the oxen, and anything
David required to build an altar to make his
offering unto the LORD. This is how David
responded to Araunah’s offer, “Nay; but I will

surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I
offer burnt offering unto the LORD my God of

that which doth cost me nothing” (2 Samuel
24:24 KJV).

Let us join our voices with the psalmist in
Psalm 18 and make this commitment to our
God: “...I will give thanks unto thee, O
LORD.”

THESE TO THEE, OUR GOD WE OWE,
SOURCE WHENCE ALL OUR
BLESSINGS FLOW; ALL FOR THESE
OUR SOULS SHALL RAISE GRATEFUL
VOWS AND SOLEMN PRAISE. COME,
THEN THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME,
RAISE THE SONG OF HARVEST HOME;
COME TO GOD’S OWN TEMPLE,
COME, RAISE THE SONG OF HARVEST
HOME.

- HENRY ALFORD -
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The following words were spoken by Brother
Wade MCcElveen at the funeral of his mother,
Virginia (Ginny) McElveen (Wife of the late
Elder Harold McElveen). The funeral service
was held at the Lanes Primitive Baptist
Church on August 20, 2015. As part of the
service, Brother Wade asked for those who
had been given paintings by his mother to
bring them. Some twenty or more paintings
were displayed in the sanctuary. - WDR Jr.

A Word About Ginny’s Paintings

First, on behalf of our family, let me express
thanks to you for the out-pouring of love and
sympathy we have experienced since Mom'’s
passing on Sunday and before that as we
watched her slowly leave this world. We have
been comforted and strengthened in so many

ways and again we say thanks. We thank you
for your attendance here today and I want to
say a special thanks on behalf of the family to
those of you who possess one of Ginny’s
paintings and who saw or heard our request
to bring a painting to the service to today and
responded to that call.

I'm don’t recall exactly where I was when this
idea of asking people to bring her paintings to
this service came to me. But the idea comes
from a touching scene found in Acts 9. I'll read
just two verses: “Now there was at Joppa a
certain disciple named Tabitha, which by
interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman
was full of good works and almsdeeds [acts of
charity] which she did. And it came to pass in
those days, that she was sick, and died: ...

Then Peter arose and went with them. When

10



he was come, they brought him into the up-

per chamber: and all the widows stood by

him weeping, and shewing the coats and gar-

ments which Dorcas made, while she was
with them. Acts 9:36, 39.

I don’t know how that scene played out or
came to be. One can imagine that news got
out that their friend, Tabitha, greatly loved,
had died. And perhaps it began with one
widow consoling another and remembering,
and saying, “this cloak I have on was made
by Tabitha.” And the other responding, “so

was mine.” And then another and another.

And they went to the home where the body
lay and they came “weeping, and showing
the coats and garments” which Tabitha had
lovingly, painstakingly, caringly, made. They
cherished those garments and coats, perhaps,
not so much for the extraordinary nature of
the clothing but because, Tabitha, their
friend, made them for them. Stitch by stitch,
thread weaving in and out, cutting and
sewing, always thinking of this widow
friend for whom Tabitha was making this
garment. This was more than a coat, more

than a garment, this was love displayed in

pieces of cloth sewed together.
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I realize the bringing of these paintings does
not represent an exact parallel to this scene in
the Bible. For one thing, it seems to be a
spontaneous act on these widows’ part
whereas we asked you to bring them. But I
would guess that many of you who own these
paintings in these last few days looked at
those paintings and said, “Our friend, Ginny,

painted that for us.”

We did not ask you to bring these paintings
because we think they are great masterpieces.
Mama never considered herself an artist. She

just liked to paint. The earliest drawing we
have of hers is a pencil drawing she did of my

grandfather, Llewellyn Howells, when she
was a teenager. She loved to paint and she
loved to recreate and capture beauty on a

canvas.

We live in a world that has much too much of
that which is not beautiful. Too be blunt, there
is much that is ugly, much that is horrid and
disdainful. And I think that in Mama’s
paintings, there was a desire to combat the
ugliness by adding a touch of beauty, by
capturing a magnolia blossom or a river scene
or a butterfly on canvas and holding it there
so that the observer would ever say, “beauty is
not dead; look there! Isn’t that beautiful?”

But Mom’s legacy is more than a bunch of
paintings. Hers is a legacy first of all, of faith.
From an early age, she loved God and sought

to serve Him. She was an instrument in the
Lord’s hand to bring faith, in a way, into our
family. The first Bible my father ever read in

depth and seriously was a New Testament
that Mom brought with her from Minnesota.
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He began reading the Word and it got a hold
of him and he never stopped reading it as
God called him into the ministry of Jesus

Christ.

Hers was also a legacy of love for her
neighbor. These paintings are acts of love that
she shared with you her friends. And hers
was a legacy of loving beauty and of trying
to create things of beauty. And so, if Mom's
life contains a message for us and I believe it
does, what would it be? What would the mes-

sage consist of?

Make faith an integral part of your life- a

driving force in your life.

You can’t get to where Mom got if the most
important things in your life are the
accumulation of things or the pursuit of

pleasure for pleasure’s sake. Mom’s faith
enabled her to be content in whatsoever state
she found herself, whether it was moving to
South Georgia as a beautiful city girl from
Minneapolis, or in having to leave her home
64 years later to move into an assisted living
facility or finally, in lying in a bed at
Ogeechee Area Hospice.

Her faith centered upon Jesus Christ, whom
she knew as both Lord and Saviour. She
thought He was worthy of her best efforts
and best praise. Make faith an integral part of
your life, knowing that it is God, by His
grace, that really makes faith a reality for

anyone.

13



Make the Lord’s church central to vour life.

This Ginny did and one of her last desires was to come to church at Lanes one more time. She

now enjoys a worship that we mortals can only get a taste of in this life. Make the Lord’s church

central to your life for it is through the church that one’s faith is formed and strengthened and

shaped and through which you will be shaped and reformed into the image of Christ

Love beauty: seek to create something of beauty.

You don’t have to be an artist or a musician or a writer to create a thing of beauty. Beauty is
found in a myriad of places, in a multitude of acts- in a kind word timely spoken; in a hand
stretching out to lift another, in a step repaired at a widow’s house. Bring beauty into a sin-

darkened world. When you and I come to this place that Mom has come, will there be any

‘paintings’ of yours that people can bring to the service?

14



KARY’S L.ETTER’.,"" -

THE FOLLOWING LETTER WAS WRITTEN TO ATLANTA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH FROM
ARGENTINA. THE WOMAN WRITING IS A DOCTOR OF CHEMISTRY AND CAME TO ATLANTA SIX
MONTHS AGO ON A GRANT FROM NASA TO RESEARCH AT GEORGIA TECH. SHE CAME TO THE

CHURCH AND WAS TAKEN IN BY US ALL. SHE IS A WONDERFUL CHRISTIAN WOMAN AND IS SO FULL S8
OF THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD.

SHE WAS SO THRILLED WITH THE CHURCH AND THE MESSAGES SHE WAS HEARING SHE TOLD
EVERYONE SHE CAME IN CONTACT WITH AT GEORGIA TECH AND INVITED THEM TO COME WITH
HER TO WORSHIP. SEVERAL PEOPLE HAVE VISITED US AS A RESULT OF HER INVITATION.

SHE IS BACK IN ARGENTINA NOW TEACHING IN THE UNIVERSITY. HER DESIRE IS TO RETURN TO
ATLANTA. KARY HAS BEEN INVITED TO DO FURTHER STUDY WITH SEVERAL PROFESSORS AT
GEORGIA TECH.

AS YOU READ HER LETTER YOU WILL SEE HOW MUCH LOVE SHE HAS FOR HER LORD FIRST OF ALL
AND HIS CHURCH. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING A LIVE FEED OF OUR SERVICE EACH |
| SUNDAY SO SHE AND OTHERS IN BUENOS AIRES CAN MEET TOGETHER AND WORSHIP WITH US.

e - PAT McCoyY, PASTOR ATLANTA CHURCH -




My dear APBC, thank you so much for
your letters, I cannot express with any
language how your messages of Love touch
my heart and increase my faith. My Church in
Atlanta is a clear demonstration of Love from
God. It’s so precious, how my brothers and
sisters are a faithful reflection of Christ,
walking in Love! This reaffirm our faith, how
Jesus touched our lives in the same way. As a
children of God, we have the same feeling, all
over the world. The first time that I listened to
Pat I thought “he is a Bible speaking!” When
Dean Robbins was in the church, I said,
“thank you God, now I know I have 2
Churches that I love”. After this, Sasha
[Alexander Malov] came to our Church,

“Qk, I have 3 churches, I want a Church like
these in Argentina!!!” We are from different
places, homes, countries, but we have the
same feeling, Jesus changed our heart and
minds one day when we had our new birth in
Christ. Now we have His Love in our hearts,
we love each other. I think that it is one of the
most important things that makes us so

different from another faiths.

I'm very grateful, every Sunday, our
Lord by APBC was making my fire for HIM
more and more intense. I had a revival, my
first love again in my heart. And with my
heart so full of Love it was easier to share
Christ (from the abundance of our heart, our
mouth speaks!) Thank YOU APBC!!! You
know, my Church, I have half of my heart in
Atlanta. I'd like to do so many projects.
Thanks to God, we will start with the
streaming Project, we are sharing this vision

and I want to support it. There is so much

work to do, in Buenos Aires, in Atlanta,
everywhere! As example, yesterday I started
my teaching classes, I have 49 students. I was
speaking about the Lord with a small group
when they asked me about my stay in US.
Although a student told me that she was
unbeliever, she told me "I know you from
another course, a huge course with 150
students last year. You always has a special
peace". Ok, I thought, she is seeing something
that comes from God, she’s nearer to know
Him, I have 2 months to speak more! It’s
amazing, sometimes I only said I don’t have
any doubts that God exists and they started to
open their hearts with doubts. It’s a good
opportunity to help them to find Christ and to
be a good witness. If we really believe that our
Bible says, we cannot be in silence! We have

the medicine for everything!

I'm trying to adjust me again to the life
here, maybe for some months because I want
to ask for a new visa, I want to find a new
science project for working in US. I'm
searching for the best way. Yesterday I read
that I can skip processes for visa if a company
ask for me. As specialist I will try to find a
better way to come back with shorter time of
processing, Lord willing. Thank you for your
prayers, my Church, I need it so much! I keep
in praying for my APBC, for everyone in my
loved Church. I love this Church with all my

heart. I will let you know any news!
We are in touch, Love and blessings,

- Kary
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Comfort Chapel Church
Waycross, GA

Comfort Chapel Primitive Baptist Church in
Waycross will hold her annual meeting Friday,
Now. 20, through Sunday, Nov. 22. Services will
be at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights. Elder

Sam Bennett, pastor of the Lake Chapel Primitive
Baptist Church near Patterson, will be the guest
speaker for the series of services. The church’s
15th annual homecoming will be observed
Sunday, Nov. 22. Elder Bennett will conduct the
homecoming service. A covered dish luncheon
will be held in the church social hall following
the services. There will be no Bible Study or
evening service Sunday, Nov. 22. The members
and friends of Comfort Chapel extend a cordial
invitation to all to attend one or all of these

services.

Bay Branch Church

Claxton, GA

The Annual Meeting of Bay Branch Church will

begin Wednesday evening at 7 p.m., November 4,

2015 and continue each evening through Friday,
November 6. Elder Marvin Paulk will be the
guest minister. Homecoming will be observed on
Sunday, November 8, with morning worship
service at 11 a.m. and conclude with dinner in the
fellowship hall. The pastor and members extend
an invitation to everyone to join us in these
services.

Lanes Church
Stilson, GA

Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, GA, will
celebrate homecoming week with a three-night
meeting, November 3-5 at 7:30 each night. Elder
Emerson Proctor will be our guest preacher. All
who have the opportunity are invited to join us

18



for these three nights of sitting under the sound
of the full, free, and everlasting Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Cedar Creek Church
Collins, GA

We have been active over the summer. In June,
we had a large group attend Camp Hillview for
the first week. We had an ice cream social toward
the end of June after evening services. In August,
we had another ice cream social. We also had an
end of the summer pool party and cookout at the
home of Wallace and Janice Jarriel. Everyone had
a wonderful time. Brother Lee and Sister
Catherine hosted a weiner roast at their home for
the young and young at heart. Brother L.M. Guy
provided all the necessary items for a outdoor
movie. We sat in lawn chairs and on blankets on
the front lawn and enjoyed a wonderful Disney
Movie. A large group attended the War Room
movie premiere in Statesboro. What a blessing it

was to go. Brother Aaron Bradford came forward
to profess his love for Jesus and asking for a
home in the church at Cedar Creek. He was
gladly received and baptized later. In September,
Elder Greg Phillips ably preached our annual
meeting. God was certainly in our midst
throughout the week. Brother Greg and Sister
Sandra are very dear to us. At the last service of
the meeting, our hearts overflowed as young
(almost 8 yrs. of age) Lou Lively came forward
professing he loved Jesus and wanted to join the
church. God touches his children at all ages. Lou
was baptized on October 4, after evening
services. Please continue to pray for us and
Brother Lee as we try to hold fast to the faith and
doctrines we hold so dear.
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DISCIPLING MINISTRIES
MISSION TRIP

A group of ten will travel to Ukraine November
2 - 13. The group will center its ministry in the city
of Ivan-Frankivsk in the western part of the
Ukraine. A medical clinic will be set up 1n several of
the churches around the city:. Please keep the group
In your prayers as they minster to the people there;
many who are refugees from the war-torn eastern
part the Ukraine. Thank you to all who have
supported this mission outreach. Check out the
Discipling Ministries Facebook page for daily
updates.
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Some thoughts on Old Age p 3 { |
(Charles Spurgeon) - » «
“At evening time it shall be light.” - Zec_14:7 | ‘h‘/ '

Oftentimes we look forward with forebodings to the time of old age, forgetful

Se
\

that at eventide it shall be light. To many saints, old age is the choicest season in
their lives. A balmier air fans the mariner’s cheek as he nears the shore of d i
immortality, fewer waves ruffle his sea, quiet reigns, deep, still and solemn. From
the altar of age the flashes of the fire of youth are gone, but the more real flame of
earnest feeling remains. The pilgrims have reached the land Beulah, that happy
country, whose days are as the days of heaven upon earth. Angels visit it,
celestial gales blow over it, flowers of paradise grow in it, and the air is filled with
seraphic music. Some dwell here for years, and others come to it but a few
hours before their departure, but it is an Eden on earth. We may well long for the
time when we shall recline in its shady groves and be satisfied with hope until
the time of fruition comes. The setting sun seems larger than when aloft in the /
sky, and a splendour of glory tinges all the clouds which surround his going
down. Pain breaks not the calm of the sweet twilight of age, for strength made
perfect in weakness bears up with patience under it all. Ripe fruits of choice
experience are gathered as the rare repast of life’s evening, and the soul prepares

itself for rest.

The Lord’s people shall also enjoy light in the hour of death. Unbelief laments;
the shadows fall, the night is coming, existence is ending. Ah no, crieth faith, the
night is far spent, the true day is at hand. Light is come, the light of immortality,
the light of a Father’s countenance. Gather up thy feet in the bed, see the waiting

bands of spirits! Angels waft thee away. Farewell, beloved one, thou art gone,
thou wavest thine hand. Ah, now it is light. The pearly gates are open, the golden
streets shine in the jasper light. We cover our eyes, but thou beholdest the unseen;

adieu, brother, thou hast light at even-tide, such as we have not yet.

- Morning & Evening Devotions -
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OBITUARIES

BIRD, Walter Eugene (Gene)
August 23, 1939 to December 27, 2014.
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia.

CARTWRIGHT, Vivian Greene
April 6, 1953 to September 10, 2015.
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

LOTT, Lucile Hutto
July 6, 1936 to August 21, 2015.
Union Primitive Baptist Church, Willacoochee, Georgia.

MCELVEEN, Virginia (Ginny)
September 18, 1924 to August 16, 2015.
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia.

MULLIS, Moena
June 8, 1922 to September 27, 2015.

Brooklet Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia.
(Widow of Elder W. A. Mullis)

For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love his appearing.

2 Timothy 4:6-8




Statement of Faith

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons
in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is,
sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will,
and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,
and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the
Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the
imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment
in hell forever.



