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An Exposition of
Romans Chapter 6:

The Doctrine of Sanctification

By:
Elder Craig DeLoach



Introduction

The word sanctification means “‘set apart.”
This setting apart carries with it several features
which need clarification. First, we were set apart in
Christ before the foundation of the world. This is
the electing grace of God. In time, God drew us to
Himself through the regenerative power of the
Holy Spirit based upon the redeeming work of our
Lord Jesus. These acts on the part of God were
monergistic; that is, in this act of setting His
chosen ones apart, God acted singularly. There was
no participation on the part of the “set-apart” ones.

As the apostle commences chapter 6 of
Romans, you will notice that he is writing to exhort
the Roman saints not to continue in sin saying
“What shall we say to these things, shall we
continue in sin that grace may abound? God
forbid!.” (Romans 6:1-2). He 1s exhorting these
Roman saints to sanctify themselves by yielding
their members to righteousness and not to
unrighteousness (See Romans 6:13). By saying
this, he is intimating that it is possible for them to
continue in sin, even though they had been
previously set apart by God. This is where
synergism (the act of cooperating with God) comes
into play. This will be the main concentration of
this article.

Our Unchanging God

There is a hermeneutical principle called The
Typical Principle. The Typical Principle is defined
as a divinely appointed illustration of a scriptural
truth. Malachi 3:6 states “For I am the LORD, I
change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” Again, in the New Testament book of
Hebrews, we read “Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and today, and for ever” (Hebrews

13:8).

God has always dealt with His chosen people
in the same way throughout time; that is, by grace.
Even following Adam’s transgression in the
garden, one cannot help but notice that Scripture
states “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the
LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed
them” (Genesis 3:21). The commandment Adam
violated, and Eve also, was the restriction of eating
of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil (See Genesis 2:17), the violation of which
carried the sentence of death. God intervened in
their behalf in grace by sacrificing an innocent
substitute. However, the consequence of their act
would not go unpunished (cf. Genesis 3:14-19).
With the elect of God, obedience brings blessings
and disobedience brings judgment, and this
principle never changes.

Israel is, indeed, a type of the household of
God. This typical relationship to the whole family
of God is revealed in Deuteronomy 7 as follows:

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD
thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen
thee to be a special people unto himself,
above all people that are upon the face of the
earth. The LORD did not set his love upon
you, nor choose you, because ye were more
in number than any people; for ye were the
fewest of all people: But because the LORD
loved you, and because he would keep the
oath which he had sworn unto your fathers,
hath the LORD brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the
house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt (Deuteronomy 7:6-8).

Israel was a chosen, loved and redeemed
people. The whole of the household of God is a
chosen, loved and redeemed people. However,
there is more to this “covenant” relationship. In



verse 11 of Deuteronomy 7, God says “Thou shalt
therefore keep the commandments, and the
statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee
this day, to do them.” In keeping these
commandments and statutes and judgments, God
tells them “Thou shalt be blessed above all people:
... (Deuteronomy 7:14), and He details those
blessings through the balance of chapter 7.

It 1s in chapter 8 that the contrasting curse for
disobedience 1s stated. This contrast 1s summarized
in Deuteronomy 8:19-20,

And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the
LORD thy God, and walk after other gods,
and serve them, and worship them, I testify
against you this day that ye shall surely
perish. As the nations which the LORD
destroyeth before your face, so shall ye

perish; because ye would not be obedient
unto the voice of the LORD your God
(Emphasis added).

The Believer’s Sanctification

Paul uses two unique metaphors to express
how God’s elect are sanctified. The apostle speaks
of our sanctification in terms of our being baptized
into Jesus Christ” and our being “planted together
in the likeness of his death” (See Romans 6:3-4).
The first analogy in verse 3 1s NOT speaking of
water baptism, although there are many in
Christendom who believe that at the time of water
baptism the subject is regenerated. Water baptism
is symbolic of that greater baptism. Immersion of
the subject into the element is a perfect illustration
of our being dead, buried, and raised again in
newness of life, which is how Paul states it saying:

Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into
his death? Therefore we are buried with him

by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death, we shall
be also in the likeness of his resurrection
(Romans 6:3-5).

Christ said this of Himself in type when He
stated in John 12:24 “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,
it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit,” and again in Matthew 12:40 He states “For
as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”

When Paul states that we were “baptized into
Jesus Christ,” he is focusing on that greater
baptism where we are baptized into the Lord’s
body. The apostle says it this way in Romans 12:5,
“So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members of one another.” He is
somewhat more specific in 1 Corinthians 12:13, 27
“For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one
body, . . . Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular.”

This is the monergistic “setting apart” that
takes place in time in the life of the elect family of
God.

Temporal Sanctification

Earlier I spoke of the synergistic work of
chosen men with God. There are two statements by
the apostle in Romans 6:4, 5 that speaks to this
synergism. In verse 4, the apostle emphasizes that
“as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life” (Emphasis added). Then again, in
verse 5 the apostle notes that “if we have been



planted together in the likeness of his death, we

shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection”
(Emphasis added).

What is obvious to all who have been born
again is that we still have a nature that desires to
sin. We will not be rid of that part of us until we
join Christ in heaven, until we are changed in a
moment in the twinkling of an eye (See 1
Corinthians 15:52). That is why Paul speaks of the
old man in verse 6 of Romans 6. The old man is
the man we used to be. He is the man that could sin
without remorse, and even though he is crucified
with Christ, he remains quite influential in our
daily lives. Paul delves into this sad situation in
Romans chapter 7. That is why the apostle gives us
a formula for victory over sin in Romans 6:6, 11,
and 13.

You will notice that the formula states that
there 1s something we must know, something we
must reckon, and something we must yield. Firstly,
says Paul, we must know that “our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin”
(Romans 6:6). The point here is that, as we have
been “planted together in the likeness of his
death,” we no longer are servants of sin. Sin no
longer has dominion over us. It no longer reigns
over us. Therefore, Paul says, because of that truth,
we should reckon ourselves “dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God . . .” (Romans 6:11), and being
alive unto God, we can indeed walk in newness of
life. The apostle takes it one step further stating
that we should.

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof. Neither yield ye your members as
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are

alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God. For
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye

are not under the law, but under grace
(Romans 6:12-14).

I believe that the apostle gives us a
tremendous understanding of the battle we fight
every day. He speaks of that in Romans chapter
7:15 where he remarks “For that which I do I allow
not: for what I would, that I do not; but what I hate,
that I do.” Even the great apostle fought on a daily
basis with the sin of his flesh. It never yields. It
always wants the victory, but we have the means to
overcome it. That does not mean our lives will be
perfectly holy before God. That is not possible in
our present existence.

Conclusion

We can have temporal victories over sin
when we apply the formula that the apostle has laid
out for us in Romans 6. That formula 1s stated this
way: we should know that our old man is dead; we
should reckon ourselves indeed dead unto sin and
alive to Christ; and that being the case, we can
yield our members to righteousness. I think it is
important to note that the word yield in verse 13
may also be translated as “present.” This is the
same word translated “present” in Romans 12.
Perhaps the apostle is emphasizing the necessity of
living for God: “I beseech ye therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
1s your reasonable service.
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Chapter 1
The Solitariness of God

The title of this article is perhaps not sufficiently
explicit to indicate its theme. This is partly due to
the fact that so few today are accustomed to
meditate upon the personal perfections of God.
Comparatively few of those who occasionally read
the Bible are aware of the awe-inspiring and
worship-provoking grandeur of the divine
character. That God is great in wisdom, wondrous
in power, yet full of mercy, is assumed by many to
be almost common knowledge; but, to entertain
anything approaching an adequate conception of
His being, His nature, and His attributes, as these
are revealed in Holy Scripture, is something which
very, very few people in these degenerate times
have attained unto. God is solitary in His
excellency. “Who is like unto Thee, O LORD,
among the gods? who is like Thee, glorious in
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?” (Exo
15:11).

Before all else

“In the beginning God” (Gen 1:1). There was
a time, 1f “time” 1t could be called, when God, in
the unity of His nature (though subsisting equally
in three divine persons), dwelt all alone. “In the
beginning God.” There was no heaven, where His
glory is now particularly manifested. There was no
earth to engage His attention. There were no angels
to hymn His praises; no universe to be upheld by
the word of His power. There was nothing, no one,
but God; and that, not for a day, a year, or an age,
but “from everlasting.” During eternity past, God
was alone: self-contained, self-sufficient,
self-satisfied; in need of nothing. Had a universe,
had angels, had human beings been necessary to
Him in any way, they also had been called into

existence from all eternity. The creating of them
when He did, added nothing to God essentially. He
changes not (Mal 3:6), therefore His essential glory
can be neither augmented nor diminished.

His sovereign will

God was under no constraint, no obligation,
no necessity to create. That He chose to do so was
purely a sovereign act on His part, caused by
nothing outside Himself, determined by nothing
but His own mere good pleasure; for He “worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will” (Eph
1:11). That He did create was simply for His
manifestative glory. Do some of our readers
imagine that we have gone beyond what Scripture
warrants? Then our appeal shall be to the Law and
the Testimony: “Stand up and bless the LORD
your God for ever and ever: and blessed be Thy
glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing
and praise” (Neh 9:5). God is no gainer even from
our worship. He was in no need of that external
glory of His grace which arises from His
redeemed, for He is glorious enough in Himself
without that. What was it that moved Him to
predestinate His elect to the praise of the glory of
His grace? It was, as Ephesians 1:5 tells us,
“according to the good pleasure of His will.”

We are well aware that the high ground we
are here treading is new and strange to almost all
of our readers; for that reason it is well to move
slowly. Let our appeal again be to the Scriptures.
At the end of Romans 11, where the Apostle brings
to a close his long argument on salvation by pure
and sovereign grace, he asks, “For who hath
known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath been
His counselor? Or who hath first given to Him, and
it shall be recompensed unto him again?” (vv. 34-



35). The force of this is, it is impossible to bring
the Almighty under obligations to the creature;
God gains nothing from us. “If thou be righteous,
what givest thou Him? Or what receiveth He of
thine hand? Thy wickedness may hurt a man as
thou art; and thy righteousness may profit the son
of man” (Job 35:7-8), but it certainly cannot affect
God, who 1s all-blessed in Himself.

“When ye shall have done all those things
which are commanded you, say, We are
unprofitable servants” (Luke 17:10)— our
obedience has profited God nothing. Nay, we go
further; our Lord Jesus Christ added nothing to
God in His essential being and glory, either by
what He did or suffered. True, blessedly and
gloriously true, He manifested the glory of God to
us, but He added naught to God. He Himself
expressly declares so, and there is no appeal from
His words: “My goodness extendeth not to Thee”
(Psa 16:2). The whole of that Psalm is a Psalm of
Christ. Christ’s goodness or righteousness reached
unto His saints in the earth (v.3), but God was high
above and beyond it all. God only 1s “the Blessed
One” (Mark 14:61, Greek).

It 1s perfectly true that God is both honored
and dishonored by men; not in His essential being,
but in His official character. It is equally true that
God has been “glorified” by creation, by
providence, and by redemption. This we do not and
dare not dispute for a moment. But all of this has to
do with His manifestative glory and the
recognition of it by us. Yet had God so pleased He
might have continued alone for all eternity, without
making known His glory unto creatures. Whether
He should do so or not was determined solely by
His own will. He was perfectly blessed in Himself
before the first creature was called into being. And

what are all the creatures of His hands unto Him
even now? Let Scripture again make answer:

Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket,
and are counted as the small dust of the
balance: behold, He taketh up the isles as a
very little thing. And Lebanon is not
sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof
sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations
before Him are as nothing ; and they are
counted to Him less than nothing, and vanity.
To whom then will ye liken God? or what
likeness will ye compare unto Him? (Isa
40:15-18).

That is the God of Scripture; alas, He is still

“the unknown God” (Acts 17:23) to the heedless
multitudes.

It 1s He that sitteth upon the circle of the
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as
grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens
as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent
to dwell in: that bringeth the princes to
nothing; He maketh the judges of the earth as
vanity (Isa 40:22,23).

How vastly different is the God of Scripture
from the “god” of the average pulpit!

Nor is the testimony of the New Testament
any different from that of the Old: how could it be,
seeing that both have one and the same Author!
There too we read, “Which in His times He shall
shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords: Who only hath
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor
can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting.
Amen” (I Tim 6:15,16). Such an One is to be
revered, worshipped, adored. He is solitary in His
majesty, unique in His excellency, peerless in His



perfections. He sustains all, but is Himself
independent of all. He gives to all, but is enriched
by none.

By revelation

Such a God cannot be found out by
searching. He can be known only as He is revealed
to the heart by the Holy Spirit through the Word. It
is true that creation demonstrates a Creator so
plainly that men are “without excuse”’; yet, we still
have to say with Job, “Lo, these are parts of His
ways: but how little a portion is heard of Him? but
the thunder of His power who can understand?”’
(26:14). The so-called argument from design by
well-meaning “Apologists” has, we believe, done
much more harm than good, for it has attempted to
bring down the great God to the level of finite
comprehension, and thereby has lost sight of His
solitary excellence. Analogy has been drawn
between a savage finding a watch upon the sands,
and from a close examination of it he infers a
watch-maker. So far so good. But attempt to go
further: suppose that savage sits down on the sand
and endeavors to form to himself a conception of
this watch-maker, his personal affections and
manners; his disposition, acquirements, and moral
character—all that goes to make up a personality;
could he ever think or reason out a real man—the
man who made the watch, so that he could say, “I
am acquainted with him?”” It seems trifling to ask
such questions, but is the eternal and infinite God
so much more within the grasp of human reason?
No, indeed. The God of Scripture can only be
known by those to whom He makes Himself
known.

Nor is God known by the intellect. “God is
Spirit” (John 4:24), and therefore can only be
known spiritually. But fallen man is not spiritual;
he is carnal. He is dead to all that is spiritual.

Unless he is born again, supernaturally brought
from death unto life, miraculously translated out of
darkness into light, he cannot even see the things
of God (John 3:3), still less apprehend them (I Cor
2:14). The Holy Spirit has to shine in our hearts
(not intellects) in order to give us “the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (11
Cor 4:6). And even that spiritual knowledge is but
fragmentary. The regenerated soul has to grow in
grace and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus (II
Peter 3:18). The principal prayer and aim of
Christians should be that we “walk worthy of the
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God”
(Col 1:10).
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in
everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.

Rejoice Always

Our joy, prayers, and thankfulness to God
should not fluctuate with our circumstances or
feelings. Obeying these three commands, “Rejoice

29 ¢¢ 29 ¢¢

always,” “pray continually,” “give thanks in all
circumstances,” often goes against our natural
inclinations. When we make a conscious decision
to obey God, however, we will begin to see people
in a new perspective. When we do God’s will, we

will find it easier to be joyful and thankful.
Happiness is Not Found in Anything External

It is a certain state of the soul when it is filled
with the peace of God and lit up with the sunshine
of heaven. It is a mockery to talk about cultivating
happiness. It is not a potato to be planted in rich
soil with manure tilled into it. Happiness is a glory
shining far down upon us out of heaven.

So, what 1s happiness and how do we find it?
The secret of a happy life is found in the constant
and faithful discharge of Christian duties. It is our
duty to rejoice continually. “Rejoice always” (v.
16). To rejoice is not only a privilege but a duty;
the believer is as much obliged to rejoice as he is
to believe. It seems a mockery to direct people to
rejoice in the midst of a world of sin, sorrow, and
death, and in a church which is greatly tried; and
yet, that was the condition of things when these
words were penned, and when similar counsel was
given to the Philippians in Philippians 4:4,
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice.”

Allow me to say it again: It seems a little
strange that Paul would admonish the believers in
Thessalonica to “Rejoice always,” knowing that
they were severely afflicted and persecuted by the
enemies of the gospel. “And ye became followers
of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in
much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: ” (1
Thessalonians 1:6). And in 1 Thessalonians 2:14
we read, “ For ye, brethren, became followers of
the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ
Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your
own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: ”
Then in 2 Thessalonians 1:4 we read, “So that we
ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for
your patience and faith in all your persecutions and
tribulations that ye endure:

But Paul had learned to rejoice even under
heavy fire from the enemy, and he taught
Christians to rejoice when persecuted. In Romans
5:3-5 we read “And not only so, but we glory in
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience; And patience, experience; and
experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed;
because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.’

9

In 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 Paul says, “And he
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak,
then am I strong.”

Christians have spiritual resources which are
so great that earthly things cannot disturb their
composure, and they go on their way with a song
in their heart. In Colossians 3:16 Paul writes, “Let

11



the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord. ” Joy is one of the
fruits of the Spirit (See Galatians 5:22 & Romans
14:17). Paul has made it clear that the
Thessalonians knew this joy. It is the joy that
comes from being, “in Christ.” In Acts 16:25 we
note the following: “And at midnight Paul and
Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the
prisoners heard them. ” And not only so, but we
glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; ”” and again in Colossians 1:24,
“Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you...” Yet
Paul can say, “Rejoice always” (Phil. 4:4), and
speak of the Christian as “sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing.”

Pray Continually

There is another duty that falls to Christians;
it is to pray without ceasing. Since we are in need
of something every moment, we should pray for
help every moment. The Lord requires not only
frequent prayer but also unwearied repetition. Live
in the spirit of prayer; let everything you do, for
your whole life, be done in the spirit of prayer, as a
prayer offered to God. He who prays the most lives
the best. Prayer surrounds the soul with a golden
atmosphere, through which is sifted the sunbeams
of heavenly joy.

[ am sure someone is saying, “I cannot pray
without ceasing. [ work 8 hours a day; I have other
duties.” Listen, Paul is not speaking here of going
into a closet, shutting the door, falling on one’s
knees and crying out to God in prayer. He means
that we should be in an attitude of prayer at all
times, a spirit of prayer forming an undercurrent of
all our thoughts. Pray continually! We cannot
afford to do less, because if our prayer life

weakens, the devil will drive a wedge between us
and our spiritual birthright of abundant life.

Paul and his co-laborers were men of prayer. In
prison, at midnight, they prayed, and God
answered with an earthquake that opened every
door in the prison! If you will study Paul’s epistles,
you will find that he always prayed. He is not
preaching what he did not practice; he said, “Pray
Continually,” and he did just that. He was in an
attitude of prayer at all times. In I Thessalonians
1:3, Paul writes: “Remembering without ceasing
your work of faith, and labour of love, and
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the
sight of God and our Father; ” And in |
Thessalonians 2:13 Paul writes, “For this cause
also thank we God without ceasing, because, when
ye received the word of God which ye heard of us,
ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh
also in you that believe. ”

Christianity is a religion that turns people’s
thoughts away from themselves and their puny
deeds to the great God who has wrought a
tremendous salvation for them in Christ. Paul’s
exhortation to “pray continually” fits into this
picture. The Thessalonian believers (like all others)
were dependent on God for everything. Continuing
prayer is the continuing expression of this
dependence. Christians, then, are always
conscious, that they depend on God, and that they
are always surrounded by God’s love. This
knowledge will keep them always rejoicing and
always in the spirit of prayer.

Give Thanks in All Circumstances

Finally, there is a duty to be always grateful.
In everything, give thanks. Prayer should always
be accompanied by thanksgiving. We must give

12



thanks for those things we pray for, and whatever
1s an unfit matter for prayer is unfit for
thanksgiving. This precept, “give thanks in all
circumstances,” is universal in application.

Even the most adverse circumstances must
work together for the believer’s good, “For whom
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren. ”” (Romans
8:29) There is no situation to which he should not
respond by giving thanks to God. Notice Acts
16:25 *“ And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and
sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard
them. ”

Such gratitude is the fruit of grace and it
stands in marked contrast to the thanklessness that
characterizes the heathen. Notice Paul’s statement
in Romans 1:21: “Because that, when they knew
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened.” When we
think of the ceaseless stream of God’s mercies, we
shall have ample reasons for uninterrupted
thanksgiving.

“In everything give thanks.” Again, Paul is
not preaching what he did not practice: “We give
thanks to God always for you all, making mention
of you in our prayers;” 1 Thessalonians 1:2. In
everything, even in persecution and shame,
humiliation, heartache, and pain, in jail or out of
jail. In everything give thanks!

Look at Philippians 1:29: “For unto you it is
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for his sake;”; and then in 2
Corinthians 12:9,10 Paul writes, “ And he said unto
me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength
is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore

will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I
strong. ”

This leads to the thought that the same loving
purpose is being worked out even in those events
which the believer is inclined not to welcome at
all. When we come to realize that God’s hand is in
all things, we learn to give thanks for all things.
Since even the most adverse circumstances must
work together for the believer’s good, there is no
situation to which he should not respond by giving
thanks to God. Such an attitude is the fruit of grace
and it stands in marked contrast to the
thanklessness that characterizes the heathen.

Tribulation is unpleasant. Yet, in the midst of
tribulation who would not give thanks, knowing
that the Father who loves us so greatly has
permitted that tribulation only in order that His
wise and merciful purpose might be worked out?
So out of this great central truth of Christianity,
Paul calls on his friends to practice the continual
giving of thanks.

It is easy to be thankful when everything
goes well: When all the children are healthy and
there is money in the bank, you just got a raise, we
have a new car and the home is paid for, when we
have good clothes, plenty to eat, and when
everyone speaks well of us. Anyone could praise
God and give thanks under those conditions.

But the Thessalonian Christians were being
severely persecuted. They were suffering greatly;
they were being tried and tested on every hand.
Yet, in spite of such trials, Paul said, “Give thanks
In all circumstances.,” You are suffering
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temptation, you are afflicted, despondent, your
heart is breaking? But, in spite of it all, be
thankful! Thank God that you are counted worthy
to suffer for the Lord Jesus, who suffered so much
for you.

A normal, healthy productive spiritual life is
a life of prayer (See “pray continually’); constant
joy (“Rejoice always™); and constant thanksgiving
(“give thanks 1n all circumstances™).

In 1 Thessalonians 3:3 “That no man should
be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know
that we are appointed thereunto”, Paul declares that
the believers in Thessalonica had a special
appointment from almighty God. Very few of us
have ever suffered for the sake of the gospel.
Sometimes we speak of being persecuted; but
compared with the persecution of Paul and the
early Christians, we know nothing of persecution.

In 2 Corinthians 11:24-30 Paul tells his
personal story of suffering for Christ: “Of the Jews
five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice
was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been
in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the
sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.
eside those things that are without, that which
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.
Who is weak, and I am not weak? who 1s offended,
and I burn not? If I must needs glory, I will glory
of the things which concern mine infirmities. “Yet
with such a personal testimony of persecution, that
great apostle could say, “Rejoice always! Give
thanks 1in all circumstances!”

For This Is God’s Will for You in Christ Jesus

It is the will of God that His people should be
rejoicing, praying, and grateful; and His will 1s
revealed by Christ, as declared in His gospel, as
received in His Church, and as observed by those
in communion with Him. What a revelation this is,
not of an arbitrary demand of the impossible state
of the affections toward God, but a beautiful
discovery of the largeness of His love and of the
blessed ends for which He has redeemed us in
Christ. The will of God supplies constant material
for gratitude and praise.

Jesus said, “I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee.” “If God is for us, who can be against
us.” Knowing these tremendous truths, we should
be thankful and rejoice, even in the darkest hours.
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CHURCH NEWS




Comfort Chapel Church
Waycross, GA

Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in Waycross. We are looking forward to our annual homecoming meeting to be
held Nov. 3-5. Elder Walt DeLoach, pastor of Hickory Springs Church near Tifton, will be our guest speaker. Worship
services will be at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights and at 11 a.m. Sunday morning. The church will observe her 23rd
annual homecoming service Sunday. All are invited to come and be with us for our annual meeting. Please come and
bring someone with you. We have had a busy time at Comfort Chapel since our last report. Our hearts were saddened
Aug. 7 by the passing of a dear friend of our church, Bro. Jimmie R. Deal. Bro. Jimmie was very faithful to see about the
church members, church building and grounds. He will be greatly missed. Home-going services, conducted by Elders
David Summerford, Steve Flowers and Terry Herrin, were held at Lake Chapel Thursday, Aug. 10. We hosted the
quarterly union meeting Sunday, July 30. Elder Keith Tillman was blessed to preach and afterwards a time of food and
fellowship was enjoyed by all those in attendance. We are currently working on a project to improve our sign in front of
the church. We are thankful to God for His many blessings.

If you are ever in our area, please come by and worship with us.
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STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

- We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



