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God’s Omniscience

Revealed In 1 Samuel:

Analysis of Chapter 9

By:
Elder W. Craig DeLoach




INTRODUCTION

In 1 Samuel, the nation is now moving into a new era of governance.
Initially, Israel was a Theocracy and God Jehovah was their king. In 1 Samuel 8,

we notice the following:

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made
his sons judges over Israel. Now the name of his firstborn
was Joel; and the name of his second, Abiah: they were
judges in Beersheba. And his sons walked not in his ways,
but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted
judgment. Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves
together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, And said unto
him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy
ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.
But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a
king to judge us, and Samuel prayed unto the LORD. And
the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the
people in all that they say unto thee. for they have not rejected
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign
over them. According to all the works which they have
done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt
even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and
served other gods, so do they also unto thee. Now there-
fore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly
unto them, and shew them the manner of the king that
shall reign over them (1 Samuel 8:1-9 KJV).

Samuel, following the instructions of the LORD, informs the people regarding the
manner of the king that shall reign over them (See verses 10-18). The word “take”
1s used again and again to indicate what the people should expect from their

newfound king. Even then, knowing the abuses their new king would place upon



them, the people respond as follows:

Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel;
and they said, Nay, but we will have a king over us, That
we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may
judge us, and go out before us and fight our battles

(1 Samuel 8:19-20 KJV ).

The nation’s decision was ratified immediately following Samuel telling
them what their king would be like. We should never think that God must change
his program because of the actions of men. God is never taken by surprise. In
Deuteronomy 17:14-20, His foreknowledge of the people’s request is seen, and His
directives concerning the conduct of the king are evident.

There are two major biblical themes running through chapters 9 and 10.
They are the sovereignty of God and the providence of God. Sovereignty refers to
His supreme power and authority over all creation. It is the doctrine that God, as
Creator and sustainer of the universe, exercises His will and control over all

things, both seen and unseen. His sovereignty is clearly stated in Isaiah 46:9-10,

Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there
is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring
the end from the beginning and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand,
and I will do all my pleasure.

Daniel 4:35 embellishes this thought:

And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth.: and none

can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?

The providence of God is defined as God’s continuous involvement with all



created things, guiding them toward His intended purposes. It is the means by
which God sustains and governs the universe, ensuring that His will is

accomplished in every detail of life.

These biblical truths are set forth in bold display in 1 Samuel chapters 9-10.

SAUL IS THE NATION’S FIRST CHOSEN KING

In 1 Samuel 9:1-2 we read,

Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish,
the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the
son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. And he
had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and
a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a
goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he

was higher than any of the people.

Benjamin was the smallest tribe of the twelve, and Kish was a wealthy and
influential man in that community. His son Saul was in the prime of life. He was
young and strong and handsome. There was not another that could compare to
Saul. He was said to be “shoulders and upward” higher than any of the people.
Therefore, he was the perfect specimen for an earthly king. He had everything
going for him in a natural sense. In all of Saul’s outstanding qualities, did you
notice that there was one outstanding quality that was not mentioned? There is
nothing mentioned as to his relationship to God his Creator. That part of Saul’s

qualifications is left void.

SOVEREIGNTY AND PROVIDENCE IN ACTION

In the sovereignty and providence of God, secondary causes are constantly
at work in bringing about the Creator’s ultimate purposes. One good definition is

as follows:



In every event in the natural world God has completely
accomplished what he willed to accomplish. He is not
limited in any way by the forces of nature or by the free
actions of his creatures. They act truly; but they truly act
only as he has determined they shall act. . . . God makes use
of secondary causes to accomplish what is in accordance
with his eternal purposes (Monergism Website).

In 1 Samuel 9:3-5, a seemingly insignificant part of the narrative regarding
the anointing of Saul takes place. The asses of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost, and
Saul was tasked with the duty to go seek and find the lost asses. Saul was to take a
servant with him, which proves to be providential. F. B. Meyer makes this

remarkable statement:

But how should Saul and Samuel be brought together? A
succession of trifling and ordinary events prove to be the
links in the divinely constructed chain . . . All things work
together to execute God’s purpose. Nothing is too trivial to

be part of the divine plan.

The life of Joseph is a perfect example. Joseph understood that his brothers
meant it for evil in selling him into slavery, but he also knew that God meant it for
good. In Genesis 45:8, Joseph makes this amazing statement concerning God’s
providential care over his life, “So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God .
..” Proverbs 16:9 states this biblical truth concisely, “A man’s heart deviseth his
way. but the LORD directeth his steps.”

This is exactly the part being played by Kish’s lost asses. We can easily
apply the idea of the lost asses in our own life. In this biblical narrative, the loss of
the asses may seem a trivial matter. They may be a “trifling thing,” but they have
their purpose. Do not ever exclude the trifling things in your life. They are
instruments in the hands of the Almighty leading you to your designated

destination.


https://www.monergism.com/topics/providence-god%E2%80%99s-will/primary-and-secondary-causes

SAUL’S SERVANT SAVES THE DAY

There came a point in the search for these lost asses that Saul was ready to
return home. He was concerned that his father would be more concerned about
them than the asses (See 1 Samuel 9:5). It is the servant that encourages Saul to

continue on with the task of finding his father’s asses saying,

Behold now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an
honourable man; all that he saith cometh surely to pass:
now let us go thither; peradventure he can shew us our
way that we should go (1 Samuel 9:6 KJV ).

Acknowledging the custom of the day, Saul felt the necessity of presenting a
gift to the prophet and noted that “the bread is spent in our vessels, and there is not
a present to bring to the man of God: what have we?” (1 Samuel 9:7 KJV). The
servant answered and said, “Behold, I have here at hand the fourth part of a shekel
of silver: that will I give to the man of God, to tell us the way” (1 Samuel 9:8 KIJV).
Saul was from a wealthy family, but it was the servant who had the fourth part of
a shekel to give to the man of God. Once again, the providence of the Almighty
stands out in stark clarity. Saul was prepared to give up the search, but the servant
directed Saul to the prophet and had the necessary gift to complete the socially

accepted transaction. So they went to the city where the man of God was.

As Saul and his servant approached the city, they “found young maidens
going out to draw water, and said unto them, Is the seer here?” (1 Samuel 9:11
KJV). The maidens confirmed the prophet’s presence saying, “He is, behold he is
before you: make haste now, for he came to day to the city, for there is a sacrifice of
the people to day in the high place” (1 Samuel 9:12 KJV). They further encouraged
Saul and his servant to “make haste now, for he came to day to the city, for there is
a sacrifice of the people to day in the high place. . . . Now therefore get you up; for
about this time ye shall find him” (1 Samuel 9:12-13 KJV). God’s providential hand
was upon this meeting, for verse 14 states, “And they went up into the city: and

when they were come into the city, behold, Samuel came out against them, for to go



up to the high place.” This is not accidental. This occurred according to the divine
timetable, according to the divine providence of the Creator of the heavens and

the earth fulfilling His purposes amongst His chosen people.

WITH THE SOVEREIGN PURPOSES OF GOD,
NOTHING IS ACCIDENTAL

Immediately in verses 15-17, we read,

Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul
came, saying, To morrow about this time I will send thee a
man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him
to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my
people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked
upon my people, because their cry is come unto me. And
when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, Behold
the man whom I spake to thee of! This same shall reign

over my people.

Samuel was expecting Saul. This is not the first time the LORD had spoken
to Samuel. God spoke to Samuel when a child in Shiloh serving in the temple with
the high priest Eli (See 1 Samuel 3). Then in verse 17, Samuel states to Saul, “And
as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they
are found.” Samuel could not have known this except by divine revelation. This
revelation affirms that the asses were part and parcel of the providence of God,
trifling though they may seem to be. Samuel knew two things about this special
day. First, he would see God’s chosen king that would rule over His people, and,

second, he was made aware that the lost asses of Kish had been found.

We serve an amazing God Who is in control of our lives to an extent we

cannot even begin to understand.



GOD IS NEVER TAKEN BY SURPRISE

God was not taken by surprise when the nation desired a king to rule over them.
His omniscience includes His amazing foreknowledge. Louis Berkhof in his Systematic

Theology clarifies as follows:

The knowledge of God is not only perfect in kind, but in its
inclusiveness. It is called omniscience, because it is
all-comprehensive. . . He knows all things as they actually
come to pass, past, present, and future, and knows them in
their real relations.

He knew in the long ago that Israel would desire a king to rule over them like all the
other nations, and He instructed them as to how that king should conduct himself. God’s

omniscience and foreknowledge regarding a king is set out in Deuteronomy 17.

When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy
God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell
therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like as all
the other nations that are about me; Thou shalt in any wise
set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy God shall
choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king
over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which
is not thy brother ( Deuteronomy 17:14-15 KJV').

The balance of chapter 17 contains God’s instructions for any king who would rule
over His people. When Saul was anointed king of Israel by Samuel, God knew he would
fail even though he had been given everything he needed to succeed. Eventually, Saul
would be replaced by the sweet psalmist of Israel, David, to lead His people.

CONCLUSION

I would conclude with a quote by Louis Berkhof concerning
the knowledge of God. He writes,

God has decreed all things, and has decreed them with their
causes and conditions in the exact order in which they come
to pass; and His foreknowledge of future things and also of
contingent events rests on His decree (Systematic Theology 67-68).

First Samuel 9 gives us God’s sovereignty and providence in
the selection of Saul as the first king of Israel.



To Our Subscribers



After a series of prayerful discussions among the owners of the Banner over
the past year, a decision has been made to cease the publication of the Banner
Herald effective at the end of June. The final issue will be the June issue.

Here are some of the reasons for the decision to end the publication of the
Banner Herald:

The decrease in the number of paid subscriptions - for the past 20 plus

years, there has been a decline in the number of subscriptions. Beginning in
2004, there was a total number of around 1000 subscriptions. With the
January 2025 issue, that number has declined to 490 paid subscribers.

The increase in printing and mailing costs - For the past 5 years, we have

not been able to keep up with printing and mailing costs with income from
our paid subscriptions. For the past year, except for donations given, the
Banner Herald ran a deficit for the year of around $2,800. This has been the
trend now going back 20 plus years.

Advancement in Technology - with the rise of online media, many print
publications have ceased to exist. The younger generation has trended
toward getting their news on the internet. Another example of how modern
technology has impacted printed publications is in the publishing of church
and denomination news. The Banner Herald used to be a source of
information about our churches and Denomination events. This is no longer
the case as this information is now more accessible online such as the email
list that Bro. Elwyn Deal sends out. Very seldom is there now such news
sent to the Banner.

Finally, the decline in subscriptions aligns with the decline in the number of
people attending Church — Our denomination has been in decline for well
over a half century. The Banner Herald once had over 2000 subscribers. The
decline in the number of annual subscriptions mirrors the decline in the

numbers of people attending Primitive Baptist Churches. Were it not for



financial donations received, the Banner would have had a deficit each
month for the past year.

Our plan is to continue the e-banner which is published monthly on our
webpage: www.bannerherald.org. Those of you who have already received the
Banner online will continue to do so. If you have not received the e-banner and
are interested in joining and receiving the Banner online, please send your email
address to Elder Dean Robbins at: thebannerherald1918@outlook.com. We will
no longer have a yearly subscription policy as we have done in the past. However,
to help us with the maintaining of the website along with the software needed to
format and upload the articles we will ask for donations. The e-banner is e-mailed
the first of each month to all who sign up to receive it. At the end of the month the

edition is posted on the Banner web page.

With June of this year being the final printed issue, beginning with the
month of February, we will cease sending out notices of renewal to both regular
and church plan subscribers. However, current subscribers will receive the banners
through June. Those who have renewed their subscriptions for the year beginning
with August of 2024 and going through January of 2025 will be due to a refund
proportionate to the months remaining on their subscription. The cost per issue is
$1.50.

Beginning with the August Subscription renewals, if any would like to be
refunded the remaining amount of the yearly subscription, please email us at:
thebanner-herald1918@outlook.com. If you do not want a refund for the balance,
the owners/editors have decided to donate funds to the Primitive Baptist Library
and Archives. Over the 50 years of ownership the current owners have received no
remunerations for work with the Banner Herald. None of the funds that remain in

the bank account after June 30 will be dispersed to the current owners/editors.

This decision to stop publishing the monthly publication will not involve the
printing of the yearly Banner Herald Directory. Elder Pat McCoy will still be
overseeing this endeavor. He will send out the forms around the first of September


http://www.bannerherald.org/
http://www.bannerherald.org/
mailto:thebannerherald1918@outlook.com
mailto:thebannerherald1918@outlook.com

with a deadline for returning the completed forms on October 1st.

Again, we make this announcement with great sadness. The Banner Herald
has been publishing issues since 1918 when The Pilgrim’s Banner and The
Primitive Herald joined together. The plans currently are to keep up the yearly
Non-Profit Corporation registration with the State of Georgia. Therefore all
contributions will be tax deductible.

The owners/editors wish to thank you for your support of this publication

over the last five decades.

God Bless,
The Owners/Editors
Elders Emerson Proctor, Pat McCoy, Craig DelLoach, Dean Robbins
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Study Of Joel

(Part 4)
Chapter 1: Verses 13-20

By:
Elder Sam Bennett
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Please read Joel chapter 1, verses 13 through 20.

So far, Joel has observed and announced an onslaught of locusts. The
locusts have eaten every green thing in sight. We know that Israel are God’s
chosen people, living in the Land of Canaan that God has given them. And now,
they have been devastated by wave after wave after wave of locusts. We also noted
that the locusts are God’s locusts. They could not have entered into nor eaten
anything in Canaan Land without permission from Jehovah. Knowing what we
know about Israel’s past and God’s covenant with them, we may safely assume
that these locusts are the promised curse from God as punishment for Israel’s
disobedience.

Joel has not only observed and announced what is plain to see for all who
were 1n the land, that this was an historic event of utter destruction, but Joel has
also expressed the consequences of the voracious appetites of these locusts. He
has called for everyone to examine their own history to see if anyone could recall
so great an event, and commanded them to remember it and teach it to their
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Israel is in a desperate situation.
He has called specifically for drunkards to awaken and weep, and for the drinkers
of wine to wail because there will not be any new wine. The abusers of wine and
the users of wine are in the same boat. There is no wine. They are to lament like a
virgin who has lost her promised husband before they were married. Put on

scratchy, unfashionable, uncomfortable sack-cloth.

This is a sign to others of lament and mourning, and reminder to the
mourner of the uncomfortableness of the loss. Please note, this verse is not telling
young unmarried women to lament. It is a command that the drunkards and
drinkers of wine are to lament LIKE a young woman who has lost the man she
was waiting to marry. Here, Joel is showing just how pathetically sad the
drunkards and drinkers of new wine are and will be because they will no longer

have wine.



The loss of wine has a further reach. Worship in the temple is disrupted. The
priests will no longer have wine to offer in a drink offer before the altar of the
LORD. A drink offering is a peace offering, not a sin offering. A drink offering
was a form a praise, joy, and thanksgiving. It foreshadowed the blood of Messiah
that was poured out for the sin of His people. Sin offerings and burnt offerings of
bulls and lambs were also accompanied by grain offerings and drink offerings.
Israel has no more wine. They will not be able to offer drink offerings in worship.
Their laughter has turned to tears, and their joy into mourning.

The grain offering and the drink offering have been cut off from the house
of the LORD; The priests mourn, who minister to the LORD.

Joel then turned to the farmers and the vine-dressers, the producers of grain,
oil, and fruit: be ashamed! The land mourns because there is no produce. There
will be no harvest. The trees have been destroyed. Their branches are white. The

vines are dried up.

As Joel has specifically addressed three specific groups of people, it is
because they will be the ones feeling the immediate effects of this calamity of
locusts. But please remember, Joel has called for all the inhabitants of the land to
listen. If everyone is to listen, then it must be that everyone is now affected or
soon will be affected by the devastation brought on by the waves and waves and
waves of voracious locusts that have left no green thing uneaten.

In the next passage we will see that Joel calls his hearers to action. To say
that Israel is in a bad way would be an enormous understatement. Everyone is
weeping, wailing, lamenting, and mourning. They have lost all their sustenance
and that which brings them happiness. It is Joel’s prescription given in this
passage that validates our previous theory that this is the fulfillment of God’s
promise of a curse brought on by Israel’s disobedience. Joel prescribed action. He
called them to repentance.



If this was merely an “act of nature” as some might suggest, then the
prophet would have had a different remedy. Joel understood that this is in the
providence of Almighty Jehovah, Sovereign God of all creation. Israel must have
been wrong. Israel must have been ignoring the things God had commanded
them to do, and doing the things He had commanded them NOT to do. To be
sure, God 1s long-suffering. We know that from His Word. However, God’s
patience has a limit. He expressed a limit of His tolerance of the iniquity of the
Amorites in His promise to Abram. Now it appears that Israel has tested the
long-suffering of Jehovah. He has delivered on His promise for their disobedience
with a curse of locusts. And He has given His word to His messenger to deliver to
Israel.

Joel has drawn their attention to their situation. The consequences are
far-reaching and long-lasting. They have brought it upon themselves, and God
has had enough. They must repent.

What is repentance? Repentance certainly should include an apology, but it
must be more than words. True repentance is marked by a contrite and broken
heart. Repentance should be shown by true remorse and sorrow over sin.
Repentance must bring about a change of behavior, or it is not genuine. If you
find yourself in a situation where you are repenting of the same sin for a second or
third or fourth time, you should examine whether you have a genuine

understanding of repentance.

Please read verse 13 again. It would seem that Joel was accusing the priests
of some degree of guilt. Perhaps they were negligent in their duties to preach the
whole counsel of God. Perhaps they had turned a blind eye to the sins of the
people of Israel. This is the second time Joel has addressed priests and ministers
directly. They must bear some responsibility. Now they must act! They must lie all
night in sackcloth. As uncomfortable as this sackcloth must have been, it is
doubtful that anyone could sleep while wearing it. The priests were to spend the
night in prayer, weeping and lamenting their own sins of negligence, and the sins

of the people, praying for forgiveness.



The priests would not be able to perform their sacred duties in worship,

because some of the prescribed elements of worship were no longer available.

For the grain offering and the drink offering are withheld from the house of
your God. The drunkards and the drinkers of wine would have no choice but to
sober up because the new wine was cut off. The priests also would not have wine
to offer as a drink offering. Who would suffer more? Some would say forced
sobriety is a painful thing, but I believe that the priests who were conscientious
of their responsibilities would suffer more. They would not be able to perform
their sacred duties on behalf of the people. Worship would be incomplete.
Something would be missing. There would be no joy in their rituals. Put yourself
in their place for a moment. Imagine if you will that we had no instruments, no
music, no singing in our worship. Hymns bring us joy in worship. What if we were
all tone-deaf and at the same time unable to sing? Would the way we worship be
the same? Would there be less joy in our assemblies? God forbid this were ever to
happen to us! As we sing praises to God, the effects of it are that we are filled with
joy. We have this joy because we know that we serve the One, True, Living God
who hears the prayers and the praise of His people. If every instrument and every
hymnal were suddenly to disappear from our churches, we would still sing the
songs we know by heart. And it would not take long for the instruments and the
hymnals to be replaced. Please understand, I am not equating musical worship
and praise with the grain offering and drink offering, but I do heartily believe that
worship as we practice it would be incomplete without the singing of hymns.

Please read verse 14 again.

At this time, all of Israel was under the judgement of God. Everyone is

suffering the consequences of the calamity of locusts. Everyone must repent.

The priests are to take the necessary steps to declare a fast. They are to
prepare the people for a fast. They are to give them notice of it, that the people
may be prepared for it. Some of you may be thinking in a manner similar to me.

There is nothing to eat, so preparing the people for a fast should not be too



difficult. All too often, we have watered down some biblical terms. Some believe
that fasting simply means not eating for a period of time. If you are fasting for
dietary reasons, yes, that is what fasting means. Leviticus 16:29 instructed Israel to
fast:

This shall be a statute forever for you: In the seventh month,
on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict your souls, and
do no work at all, whether a native of your own country or a

stranger who dwells among you.

The phrase “afflict your souls” is where we find the foundation for fasting.
The Targum of Jonathan defines afflicting your souls as “by abstaining from
cating and from drinking, and from the use of baths, and from anointing, and
from the use of shoes, and of the marriage bed.” According to Hebrew teaching
found in the Misnah: on the day of atonement, eating and drinking, and washing,
and anointing, and putting on of the shoes, and the use of the bed, are forbidden;
whoever eats the quantity of a gross date with its kernels, or drinks a mouthful is
guilty.

The priests were to gird themselves and lie in sackcloth, praying throughout
the night, and then they were to consecrate a fast. The people would have known
what this meant. The purpose of this fast was to prepare them for what was to

come.

The next thing the priests were to do was “Call a sacred assembly.” They
were going to have a prayer meeting. Joel was very inclusive of who should be
invited: Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land.

This is very much like what we read in verse two. No one is to be excused or
excluded. All the inhabitants of the land had been affected by the invasion of the
locusts. Therefore, all the inhabitants of the land must prepare themselves through
a consecrated fast in preparation to gather together in this sacred assembly. Once

all the inhabitants of the land have come into the house of Jehovah, they are



commanded to pray.

This was an immediate call to action. The priests were charged with making
this happen. The people must fast in preparation and gather together in a sacred
assembly in the house of Jehovah, and cry out to Jehovah. There was no other
form of structure, or indication of order of worship. There was no prescription for
sacrifices. This is what the people were to do: prepare themselves and gather
together. This preparation and gathering was to unite them together with one
purpose in mind, “Crying out to Jehovah.” The people were to pray to God. They
all were to pray aloud individually, in a group. All the inhabitants of the land were
to gather together and pray as one people, afflicted by the loss of food, knowing
that they did not have what they needed to feed themselves, or their livestock.

Their immediate circumstances were bleak at best, and their future looked to
be short and dark. Their needs were great, and they were unable to provide for
themselves. As such, they were now forced to confront their own sins. They were
forced to admit they were totally dependent upon Jehovah.

The prophet had reiterated their situation in very plain language, and called
their attention to the reality in which they have found themselves. It was the Lord
who had brought this chastening upon them. Israel was guilty. They had not
obeyed the commandments of God from the heart. They had become complacent.
They had accepted the ways of the world as normal. They had convinced
themselves that everything would continue on as they had always known it. They
had enjoyed blessing, but they had wandered from loving and trusting in Jehovah.
The Lord took drastic measures to shake them from their blissful stupor. Their
very survival depended upon their repentance and trust in God.

What about us? Are we guilty of an attitude similar to that of Israel? Have we
enjoyed abundant blessings in times of obedience and failed to give God the glory
for it? Have we remembered to thank Him and praise Him and love Him regardless
of our circumstances? We may be holding fast, loving the Lord, and living for Him.
We cannot let our guard down. The world is constantly demanding that we bend to
worldly ways. We must be vigilant, always watching for the influence of Satan
knocking on the door of our minds, attempting to infect our hearts, and draw our



devotion away from our loving our Father and our Savior Jesus Christ.

The prophet had warned Israel. They were to consecrate a fast, and gather
together, recognizing the seriousness of their plight, and cry out to the only one
who could help them. They were to pray to God. The judgement of Jehovah was
upon them.

As great and terrible as this was, it merely foreshadows the judgement day of
Christ's return. On that day, all the earth shall stand before the judgement seat of
Christ. Every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. For believers, it will be a glorious day!

For the blood-bought Church of Jesus Christ, saints will be welcomed into
His presence and enjoy a seat at the table of the marriage supper of the Lamb. For
those who have rejected Jesus, who have denied their dependence upon Him, those
who have turned a deaf ear to the gospel of salvation and hardened their hearts, it
will be a much different day. They will have eternity to pay for their sins.



DENOMINATIONAL SUMMER ACTIVITIES

Camp Hillview
Theme: “Created by God... Built for a Purpose”
Ist Week - June 9-13, 2025
2nd Week - June 16-20, 2025

Tri-States Youth Camp
June 16-20, 2025
(Lynchburg, Tennessee)

Camp Sonlight
Theme: “F.R.0.G.—- Fully Rely On God”
June 23-28, 2025
(Summerfield, Florida)

Southern States Bible Conference
July 7-10, 2025
(St. Simons Island)

Central States Bible Conference
July 14-17, 2025
(Vincennes, Indiana)

Music Workshop
July 15-18, 2025
(Collins, Georgia)

Visit the Primitive Baptist Foundation’s website to find out more information:

WWW.progressivepb.org



https://maps.app.goo.gl/Jk5CVxsLH932cuav6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SW6rdBxBugrMw9xz5
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SW6rdBxBugrMw9xz5
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Zf9G9ZJGA15xPzUF7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/m6z9XoyTc8xuAfbHA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/gEXdgYawAd8vmnmFA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Jk5CVxsLH932cuav6
https://www.progressivepb.org/
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Music Workshop 2025

July 15 - 18, 2025
Theme: Heartsong

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
Proverbs 4:23

We greet you in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We pray
that the beginning of your new year has been blessed!

The 63rd Annual Music Workshop will be held at Camp Hillview July 15 —
18. Save those dates! Our theme this year, Heartsong, turns our focus to
what God has to say about the heart and to examine our hearts in the things
that matter most — in worship, in our study of His Word and in our witness.

We are very happy to announce that Elder Vernon Eckleberry will bring this
theme’s messages in our three worship services Wednesday through Friday at
11:50 AM. Last year’s Workshop was greatly blessed by Brother Vernon’s
master-class, Songs of the Gospel, and we pray God will bless him as he
prepares for this

year’s conference.

Evening Activities offer a variety of worship and fellowship opportunities.

Tuesday: Singing New Hymns, Camp Hillview

Wednesday: TBA

Thursday: Talent Night / Sharing, Remembering, Camp Hillview
Friday: Sacred Concert at Metter Church, 7:30 PM. (Please note earlier time.)

Contact Us:
Sister Becky Thrift - Chairman
rmthrift@hotmail.com

Registration information will be available on our website:
pbmusicworkshop.com



https://www.pbmusicworkshop.com/

OBITUARIES

Daniel,Cecile Darsey —
May 6, 1929 to March 28, 2025.
Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church, Claxton, Georgia.

Lynn, Ann Sapp —
September 16, 1930 to April 9, 2025.
Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church, Claxton, Georgia.
(Mother to Elder Terry Lynn)

McCall, Martha Jo —
July 25, 1932 to April 15, 2025
Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church, Claxton, Georgia.
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STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of

the Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London
Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that
confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of
God, inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the
Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are
coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes
man’s faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself
from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling
of the elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of
the church of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in
the Bible is immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our
Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the
washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed
by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under
the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be
raised, changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to
dwell in heaven forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be
raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.




