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The Mother’s Legacy

To Her Unborn Child
(Part 1)

By:
Elizabeth Joscelin
(1595 - 1622)




The following article appeared in Issue 229 of the Free
Grace Broadcaster. The Free Grace Broadcaster is
published by Chapel Library in Pensacola Florida.
Though the article is quite lengthy, the reader is sure to be
blessed by the heart of this mother for her yet to be born
child; a heart truly representative of all godly mothers. We
will publish the article in 2 parts, with part 2 appearing in
the June issue. The following is a note offered by the
editors of Free Grace Broadcaster that is a helpful
introduction to the author s words. This is an edited
version of Elizabeth Joscelin'’s The Mothers Legacie to
Her Unborn Child. It represents a distinctly female
literary genre that appeared in 17th century England
known as an “advice book.” Advice books were a form of
Renaissance literature in which a mother wrote
instructions, predominantly spiritual, as a legacy to her
children. Joscelin's legacy is unique because, concerned
about dying in childbirth, she wrote to her unborn child.
Poignantly, Elizabeth bore a daughter, Theodora, on
October 12, 1622, and died nine days later.

HAVING long, often, and earnestly desired
of God that I might be a mother to one of His
children and the time now drawing on that I hope
He hath appointed to give thee unto me, it drew me
into a consideration both wherefore I so earnestly
desired thee and (having found that the true cause
was to make thee happy) how I might attain this
happiness for thee.

I knew it consisted not in honor, wealth,
strength of body, or friends, though all these are
great blessings. Therefore, it would be a weak
request to desire thee only for an heir to my
fortune. No, I never aimed at so poor an
inheritance as the whole world for thee. Neither
would I have begged of God so much pain, as |
know I must endure, to have only possessed thee
with earthly riches, of which today thou mayest be
a great man, tomorrow a poor beggar. Nor did a
hope to dandle thy in fancy move me to desire

thee. For I know all the delight a parent can take in
a child is honey mingled with gall.

But the true reason that I have so often
kneeled to God for thee is that thou mightest be an
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. To which end I
humbly beseech Almighty God thou mayest bend
all thy actions and, if it be His blessed will, give
thee so plentiful a measure of His grace that thou
mayest serve Him as His minister, if He make thee
a man.

[t is true that this age holds the ministry a
most contemptible office, fit only for poor men’s
children, younger brothers, and such as have no
other means to live. But for God’s sake, be not
discouraged with these vain speeches: fortify
yourself with remembering what great worth the
winning of one soul is in God’s sight, and you shall
quickly find how great a place it is to be a minister
unto the living God. If it will please Him to move
your heart with His Holy Spirit, it will glow and
burn with zeal to do Him service. The Lord open
thy lips that thy mouth may show forth His praise
(Psa 51:15).

If I had skill to write, I would write all 1
apprehend of the happy estate of true, laboring
ministers. But [ may plainly say that of all men,
they by their calling are the most truly happy. They
are familiar with God, they labor in His vineyard,
and they are so beloved of Him that He gives them
abundance of knowledge. O be one of them! Let
not the scorn of evil men hinder thee. Look how
God hath provided for thee sufficient means. Thou
needest not hinder thy study to look for a living, as
the Israelites hindered their work to look for straw
(Exo 5:6-23). If thou art not content with this, thou
wilt not be with more. God deliver thee from
covetousness!



I desire thee that, though thou takest a
spiritual calling, thou wilt not seek after the livings
of the church, nor promotions, though I honor them
as I have great cause; but [ would have thee so
truly an humble and zealous minister that thy only
end should be to do God service without desire of
anything for thyself, except the kingdom of
heaven. Yet as I would not have thee seek these
things, so [ would have thee as careful not to
neglect God’s blessings, but with all thankfulness
to receive what He bestows and to be a careful
steward, distributing it to those that have need.

I could not but choose to manifest this desire
in writing, lest it should please God to deprive me
of time to speak.

And if thou art a daughter...read on, and thou
shalt see my love and care of thee and thy salvation
is as great as if thou wert a son and my fear greater.

It may perhaps, when thou comest to some
discretion, appear strange to thee to receive these
lines from a mother that died when thou wert born.
But when thou seest men purchase land and store
up treasure for their unborn babes, wonder not at
me that [ am careful for thy salvation, being such
an eternal portion. And not knowing whether I
shall live to instruct thee when thou art born, let
me not be blamed though I write to thee before.
Who would not condemn me if I should be careless
of thy body while it is within me? Surely, a far
greater care belongs to thy soul. To both these
cares I will endeavor myself so long as I live.

Again, [ may perhaps be wondered at for
writing in this way, considering there are so many
excellent books whose least note is worth all my
meditations. I confess it and thus excuse myself. I
write not to the world, but to mine own child, who,
it may be, will more profit by a few weak

instructions coming from a dead mother (who
cannot every day praise or reprove it as it deserves)
than by far better from much more learned. These
things considered, neither the true knowledge of
mine own weakness nor the fear that this may
come to the world’s eye and bring scorn upon my
grave can keep my hand from expressing how
much I covet thy salvation.

Therefore, dear child, read here my love. And
1f God take me from thee, be obedient to these
instructions as thou oughtest to be unto me. I have
learned them out of God’s Word; I beseech Him
that they may be profitable to thee.

(1)The first charge I give thee, I learned
from Solomon in Ecclesiastes 12:1: “Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” It is an
excellent beginning and a fit lesson for a child...To
move thy heart to remember thy Creator betimes,
meditate upon the benefits thou continually
receivest. First, how He hath created thee when
thou were nothing; redeemed thee by the death of
His only Son, being worse than nothing; and now
by mere grace, He hath given thee His Holy Spirit,
sanctifying thee to an eternal kingdom. Thou canst
not possibly understand how great these mercies
are, but straight thy soul must cry, “What shall I do
for so gracious a God? All the powers of my soul
and body will I give to His service. My first
thoughts will I dedicate to Him. Like Abel’s
sacrifice (Gen 4:4), I will present to Him the first
fruits of my youth. In the strength of my age will |
fall down before Him; and, if I live to old age, [I
pray] that weakness will not let my knees bow nor
my hands be lifted up. Yet shall my heart meditate
on His goodness night and day, and my tongue
shall be always telling of His marvelous works.”

When thou hast thus remembered the infinite
mercies of God, it is appropriate for thee to settle



thyself to a constant service of Him; to order thy
thoughts, words, and actions to His glory; and to
covenant with thyself that thou wilt not break thy
promises to God...Mark, I pray thee, these
following rules for ordering thy life; and God will
bless thee and all thy good endeavors.

(2) At thy first waking in the morning, be
careful of thyself that thou harbor in thy brain
no vain, unprofitable, and, most of all, no
ungodly thoughts to hinder thy morning
sacrifice. But immediately frame thyself to
meditate on the mercies of God, the maliciousness
of the devil, and thine own weakness. The devil’s
malice is as easily perceived [as your weakness is];
for even now he lies lurking ready to catch every
good motion from thy heart, suggesting things
more delightful to thy fancy and persuading thee to
put off thy service of God though but for a little
while.

But be warned and armed against his
temptations. Be assured if thou once yield to
neglect praying to God, but one half hour, when
that time comes, thou shalt find thyself far more
unfit and thy heart more dull to pray than before.
Whereas, if thou preparest thyself to pray, even
though thou art heavy and uncheerful in it, yet
God, Who searches the heart and sees thy desire to
pray—though thou canst not—will enlighten thee
and prepare thy heart in anticipation of the next
time, so that thou shalt find comfort. Therefore,
take heed that the devil deceives you not, for you
see his malice is not small in that he seeks to cheat
you of all happiness presently and to come. For be
assured you can take no true joy in earthly
pleasures, no longer than you seek after heavenly.

Having thus discerned the infinite malice of
the devil and your own exceeding weakness, how
do you think you were preserved from his snares

while you slept? Or do you think he only besets
you when you are awake? No, be not deceived: he
1s not so fair an enemy. His hate to you is such that,
if he could, he would tear your body and drag your
soul to hell while you slept. Alas, all this he might
have done because your strength is small to resist
him. Now you must necessarily confess who only
is able to preserve you: it is God and His mercy—
not your desert—by which you are preserved.
Gather to yourself a strong resolution with all your
force to serve Him all the day and to resist all the
temptations of the devil.

Then, being thoroughly awake (for surely,
God likes not sleeping prayer), begin to give God
thanks and to desire the continuance of His mercy
towards thee 1n these words, until thou canst find
such as may better express thine own soul: “O
eternal God, gracious from the beginning and
merciful to the latter ending of the world, I give
Thee humble thanks that according to Thine
abundant goodness, Thou hast graciously defended
me this night from all dangers that might have
happened unto me. I beseech Thee to continue this
Thy favorable goodness toward me, and so grant
me Thy grace that in all my thoughts, words, and
actions I may seek Thy glory and evermore so live
in Thy fear that I may die in Thy favor, for Thy
Son my only Savior’s sake. Amen.”

(3) Having thus invited God into your soul,
take heed you offend not against so great and
glorious a Guest... O think, sinful soul, what care
oughtest thou to have when the living God
graciously grants to dwell in thee: O watch, O be
wary. Do not, my dear child, O do not willfully
offend Him... But if out of weakness thou offend
against Him, run straight before He can be gone,
for He 1s merciful and will stay a while after thou
hast sinned to expect thy repentance. Run quickly!



Esteem no sin small! Learn to be ashamed to
commit sin; but, being committed, hope not to hide
it from God by any other means than by hearty
repentance. In His Son’s passion, He will bury
thine offences so as He will hide them from
Himself. The Lord will not despise a contrite heart;
and though He let thee kneel long, He will have
mercy at the last. Learn of Jacob to wrestle with
God and to cry with a fervent spirit, “I will not let
thee go, except thou bless me” (Gen 32:26). Our
Savior saith, “The kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force” (Mat
11:12).

(4) Thus you see, it must be an eager, not a
slothful course that must bring you to heaven.
Take heed, therefore, that you avoid all the kinds of
this sin. Whatsoever you go about, do it with
cheerfulness. Be ashamed of idleness, as thou art a
man; but tremble at it, as thou art a Christian. For
be sure the devil never is so happy in his
temptations as when he employs them on a slothful
man who cannot endure to take so much pains as to
resist him. What more wretched estate can there be
in the world? First, to be hated of God as an idle
drone, not fit for His service; then through extreme
poverty to be despised by all the world. Oh, then
by no means yield thy youth to sloth! But as soon
as thou hast made thy prayer to God, prepare to
rise; and rising, use this prayer: “In Thy name, O
blessed Savior, I arise, Who, with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, created me and with Thine own
most precious blood hast redeemed me. I beseech
Thee this day to govern, keep, and bless me. Lead
me forth in every good way. Therein direct and
continue me; and after this frail and miserable life,
bring me to that blessed life that hath no end, for
Thy great merit and mercies sake. Amen.”

(5) Thou art no sooner broken out of the
arms of sloth, but pride steps in diligently,
waiting to furnish thee with any vain toy in thy
attire. And though I believe there are divers sorts
of pride more pestilent to the soul than this of
apparel, yet this is dangerous enough. And I am
sure [it] betrays a man’s folly more than any other.
Is it not a monstrous thing to see a man, whom
God hath created of an excellent form, each part
answering the due proportion of another, who by a
fantastical habit make himself so ugly that one
cannot find amongst all God’s creatures anything
like him? One man, though not resembling another
in shape or face, yet for his rational soul is like
another; but these fashionists have (I fear)
exchanged their reasonable souls for proud souls
without reason. Could they else deform and
transform themselves by these newfangled
fashions and apish behavior: crindging, shrugging,
starting, and playing the fantastiques every way, so
that they may truly say when they are fashionable
that they are not like other men? For who wants to
be like them? I desire thee for God’s sake— shun
this vanity, whether thou art a son or daughter. If a
daughter, I confess thy task is harder because thou
art weaker and thy temptations to this vice greater.
For thou shalt see those whom perhaps thou shalt
think less able, exalted far above thee in this kind;
and it may be thou wilt desire to be like them, if
not to out-go them. But believe and remember
what I tell thee: the end of all these vanities is
bitter as gall. Oh, the remembrance of misspent
time, when thou shalt grow in years and have
attained no other knowledge than to dress thyself!
When thou shalt see half, perhaps all, thy time
spent and that of all thou hast sowed thou hast
nothing to reap but repentance—Ilate repentance—
how wilt thou grieve! How wilt thou accuse one
folly for bringing in another and in thy memory
cast over the cause of each misfortune that hath



befallen thee, until passing from one to another, at
last thou findest thy corrupt will to be the first
cause. Then thou wilt with grief enough perceive
that if thou hadst served God when thou servedst
thy fond desires, thou wouldst now have peace of
heart. The God of mercy give thee grace to
remember Him in the days of thy youth.

Mistake me not nor give yourself leave to
take too much liberty with saying, “My mother
was too strict.” No, I am not: for I give you leave
to follow modest fashions, but not to be a beginner
of fashions...In one word, this 1s all I desire: that
you will not set your heart on such foolish things.
You shall see that this modest carriage will win
you reputation and love with the wise and virtuous
sort.

If you will desire praise, follow the example
of those spiritual women, whose virtuous fame
time hath not power to raze out, such as devout
Anna, who served the Lord with fasting and prayer
(Luk 2:36-38); just Elizabeth, who served God
without reproof (Luk 1:6); and religious Esther,
who taught her maids to fast and pray (Est 4:15).

I am so fearful that thou couldest fall into this
sin that I could spend my little time of life in
exhorting thee from it. I know it is the most
dangerous, subtle sin that can steal the heart of
man. It will alter shapes as often as the chameleon
doth colors. Shun it for thy soul’s sake! For if thou
entertain pride, it is such a shameless flatterer that
it will make thee believe thou art greater, wiser,
more learned than all the company, when indeed,
thou wilt prove thyself the greatest fool of them,
wearying them all with thy vain talk.

Solomon saith, “Pride goeth before
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall”

(Pro 16:18). And our blessed Savior, the true

pattern of humility, exhorts us to learn of Him that
was lowly and meek in heart (Mat 11:29). And if
we do so, He promises we shall find rest unto our
souls. Neither lack there curses, threatening where
persuasions will not serve: “For whosoever
exalteth himself shall be abased” (Luk 14:11).
Read the Holy Scriptures often and diligently, and
thou shalt find continual threatenings against pride,
punishment of pride, and warnings from pride.
Thou shalt find no sin so heavily punished

as this: it made devils of angels, a beast of
great Nebuchadnez- zar (Dan 5:21), and dogs’
meat of Jezebel (1K1 9:10, 36; 2Ki 21:23). I will
conclude with a good man’s saying: “If all the sins
reigning in the world were burnt to ashes, even the
ashes of pride would be able to produce them all
again.”

(6) Therefore, avoiding all manner of
pride, make thyself decently ready, which being
done, retire to a place alone, where humbling
thyself upon thy knees, again renew thy prayers,
humbly confessing and earnestly desiring
forgiveness for all thy sins. And use Doctor
Smith’s morning prayer [a reference to Henry
Smith, “A Morning Prayer” in The Works of Henry
Smith, Vol. 2, Tentmaker Publications, 460- ED.] 1
know not a better one, nor ever did I find more
comfort in any. In advising you to a set form of
prayer, I do not prohibit conceived prayer, but
humbly beg of God to give you grace to pray often
out of your own meditations according to His will.



Precious In The Sight
Of The Lord Is The
Death Of His Saints

By:
Elder Steve Taylor

The following devotional by Elder Steve Taylor appeared on his
Facebook page. We have reprinted it with his permission. Please

continue to keep Bro. Steve, and his family, in your prayers.




Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of
his saints." (Psalm 116:15)

I admit a part of me wanted to skip past this
verse this morning. | had to stop and ask the Lord
what am I to see in this verse and I also asked Him
why did I want to skip past it. The human side of
me, and maybe others as well, only see one word in
this verse. If we are honest with ourselves the only
word we see is the word, death. That word conjures
many emotions within us. For some it brings fear,
for others it brings sadness, for some it brings hope
of complete healing. Whatever we think when we
see that word, it always stirs some sort of emotion
within us because it brings separation.

So, Lord, what do you want us to see in this
passage today? When I asked Him to show me, the
very first word that stuck out to me was the word,
"sight". That tells me that there is more than one way
to look at death. I wrote of three ways in the first
paragraph, but there is another way that is the true
manner of looking at death and that is God's way of
seeing it. This verse looks at death from God's
perspective. Judy used to do cross stitching. From
my viewpoint, [ would see a tangled mess. There
were loose ends everywhere and it was tangled and |
could make no sense of it. She would turn it around
and show me what she had finished to that point.
When I could see it from her viewpoint, it made
perfect sense and was becoming a beautiful picture.
Could it be that when we look at death, it is tangled
and has many loose ends and often makes no sense
to us whatsoever. But if we could see it from God's
perspective, we could see the beauty of God working
all things together for our good.

"Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death
of his saints." The death of God's saints is precious.
Who is this speaking about? The saints are those for
whom Christ shed His righteous and holy blood.

Look at the last phrase of the first paragraph: "It
(death) brings separation." For the saints of God, the
death of Jesus Christ brought a separation for us
from the condemnation of sin through the blood of
Jesus Christ. "There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit"
(Romans 8:1). By God's grace, we "died" in Christ;
that is, our sin debt was eradicated, or separated
from us. In another sense, for the saints of God,
death brings a final separation from this old body
that is prone to weakness and disease. The death of
the body means the liberation of our true life which
is found in Christ. Remember back in Psalm 90:10
where the Lord tells us that at that moment of death,
"we fly away". "Precious in the sight of the LORD is
the death of his saints."

Why is it precious? When I read this verse of
Scripture, I think of another time when the word,
precious, is used. The rugged fisherman named Peter
used this word to describe something. In 1 Peter
1:19, he tells us that we were redeemed "with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot." So why is the death of
God's saints precious in His sight? With each
instance, it shows the absolute efficacy and
efficiency of the cleansing of the blood of Jesus
Christ. With each death, I believe there is a scene
that takes place. When the Lord comes to take us
home and as we arrive before the Father, we will
hear these words: "Behold I and the children which
God hath given me" (Hebrews 2:13).

What a day, glorious day, that will be!! Yes,
from that side of the cloth of our lives, we will make
perfect sense of the beauty of God's wonderful plan
for each of us.



Preaching With
Authority

Ty

Yy

B
John Owen
(1616 - 1683)




And I will give you pastors according to my heart,
which shall feed you with knowledge and
understanding. — Jeremiah 3:15

WHAT I shall do is show you, in some
instances, what is required unto this work of
teaching or of feeding the congregation with
knowledge and understanding in this duty of
preaching the Word:

1. There 1s spiritual wisdom in understanding the
mysteries of the gospel that we may be able to
declare the whole counsel of God and the riches
and treasures of the grace of Christ unto the souls
of men. (Act 20:27; I Corinthians 2:1-4; Ephesians
3:7-9). Many in the church of God were, in those
days of light, growing and thriving. They had a
great insight into spiritual things and into the
mysteries of the gospel. The apostle prays that they
might all have it, "That the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him: The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints" (Ephesians 1:17-18).

Really it is no easy thing for ministers to
instruct to such kind of du-ties. If there be not
some degree of eminency in themselves, how shall
we lead on such persons as these to perfection? We
must labor ourselves to have a thorough
knowledge of these mysteries or we shall be
useless to a great part of the church. There is
spiritual wisdom and understand-ing in the
mysteries of the gospel required hereunto.

2. Authority is required. What is authority in a
preaching ministry? It is a consequent of unction
and not of office. The scribes had an outward call
to teach in the church, but they had no unction, no

anointing that could evidence they had the Holy
Ghost in His gifts and graces. Christ had no
outward call, but He had an unction—He had a full
unction of the Holy Ghost in His gifts and graces
for the preaching of the gospel. Hereon there was a
controversy about His authority. The scribes say
unto Him, “By what authority doest thou these
things? and who gave thee this authority?” (Mark
11:28). The Holy Ghost determines the matter: “He
preached as one having authority, and not as the
scribes” (Matthew 7:29). They had the authority of
office, but not of unction; Christ only had that. And
preaching in the demonstration of the Spirit, which
men quarrel so much about, is nothing less than the
evidence in preaching of unction, in the
communication of gifts and grace unto them for the
discharge of their office. For it is a vain thing for
men to assume and impersonate authority. So much
evidence as they have of unction from God in gifts
and grace, so much authority they have and no
more in preaching. Let everyone, then, keep within
his bounds.

3. Another thing required hereunto is experience of
the power of the things we preach to others. I
think, truly, that no man preaches that sermon well
to others that doth not first preach it to his own
heart. He who doth not feed on, digest, and thrive
by what he prepares for his people may give them
poison, as far as he knows; for unless he finds the
power of it in his own heart, he cannot have any
ground of confidence that it will have power in the
hearts of others. It is an easier thing to bring our
heads to preach than our hearts to preach. To bring
our heads to preach is but to fill our minds and
memories with some notions of truth, of our own
or other men, and speak them out to give
satisfaction to ourselves and others; this is very
easy. But to bring our hearts to preach is to be
trans-formed into the power of these truths; or to
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find the power of them, both before, in fashioning
our minds and hearts, and in delivering of them
that we may have benefit. [It is] to be acted with
zeal for God and com-passion to the souls of men.
A man may preach every day in the week and not
have his heart engaged once. This hath lost us
powerful preaching in the world and set up instead
of it quaint orations; for such men never seek after
experience in their own hearts. So, it is come to
pass that some men's preaching and some men's
not preaching have lost us the power of what we
call the ministry; that though there be twenty or
thirty thousand in orders, yet the nation perishes
for lack of knowledge, is overwhelmed in all
manner of sins, and [is] not delivered from them
unto this day:.

4. Skill to divide the Word aright. This skill to
divide the Word aright is practical wisdom in
considering the Word of God, to take out not only
that which 1s substantial food for the souls of men,
but what is meet food for them to whom we
preach. And that,

5. Requires knowledge and consideration of the
state of our flocks. He who hath not the state of his
flock continually in his eye and in his mind in his
work of preaching fights uncertainly, as a man
beating the air. If he doth not consider what is the
state of his flock with reference to temptations, in
reference to their light or to their darkness, to their
growth or to their decays, to their flourishing or to
their withering, to the measure of their knowledge
and attainments—he who doth not duly consider
these things never preaches aright unto them.

6. There 1s required, too, that we be acted by seal

for the glory of God and compassion to the souls of

men. Having spoken these few plain words, [ may
say, “Who is sufficient for these things?” (2
Corinthians 2:16). There is required that spiritual

wisdom that 1s necessary to understand the
mysteries of the gospel, able to instruct and lead on
to perfection the most grown in our congregations;
that authority which proceeds from unction and is
an evidence of an anointing with the graces and
gifts of the Spirit, which alone gives authority in
preaching; that experience which conforms our
whole souls into every sermon we preach, so as to
feel the truth in the power of it; that skill whereby
to divide the Word aright, etc. Hence, we see we
have great need to pray for ourselves and that you
should pray for us. Pray for your ministers.

From The Works of John Owen, ed. William
H. Goold, Volume 9 (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, n.d.),
454-456; in the public domain.

(Editors Note: This article is taken from the Spring, 2023, issue of
the Free Grace Broadcaster, published by Chapel Library,
Pensacola, Florida. It is an excerpt from a sermon preached at an
ordination by the great Puritan theologian and pastor, John Owen,
in 1682. It is a sobering reminder of the goal to which every
minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ should aspire. Indeed, let our

churches “pray for your ministers.” EP)
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A Tribute To

My Parents

By
Charles Spurgeon
(1834 - 1892)

The following devotional was taken from the website,

“www.princeofpreachers.org, the website dedicated to Charles

Spurgeon s ministry. It is a tribute written by Spurgeon to His parents.



http://www.princeofpreachers.org
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I was privileged with godly parents, watched
with jealous eyes, scarcely ever permitted to
mingle with questionable associates, warned not to
listen to anything profane or licentious, and taught
the way of God from my youth up. There came a
time when the solemnities of eternity pressed upon
me for a decision, and when a mother’s tears and a
father’s supplications were offered to Heaven on
my behalf. At such a time, had I not been helped
by the grace of God, but had I been left alone to do
violence to conscience, and to struggle against
conviction, I might perhaps have been at this
moment dead, buried, and doomed, having through
a course of vice brought myself to my grave, or |
might have been as earnest a ringleader amongst
the ungodly as I now desire to be an eager
champion for Christ and His truth.

I do speak of myself with many deep regrets
of heart. I hid as it were my face from Him, and I
let the years run round,—not without twinges of
conscience, not without rebukes, when I knew how
much I needed a Saviour; not without the warnings
which came from others whom I saw happy and
rejoicing in Christ, while I had no share in His
salvation. Still, I put it off, as others are doing,
from day to day, and month to month, and thought
that Christ might come in some odd hour, and
when I had nothing else to do, I might think of
Him whose blood could cleanse me. O my soul, I
could fain smite thee now! Truly, I could lay this
rod about my own heart to think that weeks and
months should have rolled over my head, and I
should have hid as it were my face from Christ in
willful neglect of my dear Lord whose heart had
bled for me.

Children are often very reticent to their
parents. Often and often have spoken I with young
lads about their souls, and they have told me they

could not talk to fathers upon such matters. I know
it was so with me. When I was under concern of
soul, the last persons I should have elected to speak
to upon religion would been my parents,—not
through want of love to them, nor absence of love
on their part; but so it was. A strange feeling of
diffidence pervades a seeking soul, and drives it
from its friends. Yet I cannot tell how much I owe
to the solemn words of my good mother. It was the
custom, on Sunday evenings, while we were yet
little children, for her to stay at home with us, and
then we sat round the table, and read verse by
verse, and she explained the Scripture to us. After
that was done, then came the time of pleading;
there was a little piece of Alleine’s Alarm, or of
Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted, and this was read
with pointed observations made to each of us as we
sat round the table; and the question was asked,
how long it would be before we would think about
our state, how long before we would seek the Lord.
Then came a mother’s prayer, and some of the
words of that prayer we shall never forget, even
when our hair is grey. [ remember, on one
occasion, her praying thus: “Now, Lord, if my
children go on in their sins, it will not be from
ignorance that they perish, and my soul must bear a
swift witness against them at the day of judgment
if they lay not hold of Christ.” That thought of a
mother’s bearing swift witness against me, pierced
my conscience, and stirred my heart. When [ was a
child, if I had done anything wrong, I did not need
anybody to tell me of it; I told myself of it, and I
have cried myself to sleep many a time with the
consciousness that I had done wrong; and when |
came to know the Lord, I felt very grateful to Him
because He had given me a tender conscience.

Fathers and mothers are the most natural
agents for God to use in the salvation of their
children. I am sure that, in my early youth, no
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teaching ever made such an impression upon my
mind as the instruction of my mother; neither can
I conceive that, to any child, there can be one who
will have such influence over the heart as the
mother who has so tenderly cared for her
offspring. A man with a soul so dead as not to be
moved by the sacred name of “mother” is
creation’s blot. Never could it be possible for any
man to estimate what he owes to a godly mother.
Certainly I have not the powers of speech with
which to set forth my valuation of the choice
blessing which the Lord bestowed on me in
making me the son of one who prayed for me, and
prayed with me. How can I ever forget her tearful
eye when she warned me to escape from the wrath
to come? I thought her lips right eloquent; others
might not think so, but they certainly were
eloquent to me. How can I ever forget when she
bowed her knee, and with her arms about my
neck, prayed, “Oh, that my son might live before
Thee!” Nor can her frown be effaced from my
memory,—that solemn, loving frown, when she
rebuked my budding iniquities; and her smiles
have never faded from my recollection,—the
beaming of her countenance when she rejoiced to
see some good thing in me towards the Lord God
of Israel.

Well do I remember hearing my father speak
of an incident that greatly impressed him. He used
to be frequently away from home preaching, and
at one time, as he was on his way to a service, he
feared that he was neglecting his own family
while caring for the souls of others. He therefore
turned back, and went to his home. On arriving
there, he was surprised to find no one in the lower
rooms of the house; but, on ascending the stairs,
he heard a sound as of someone engaged in
prayer. On listening at the bedroom door, he
discovered that it was my mother, pleading most

earnestly for the salvation of all her children, and
specially praying for Charles, her first-born and
strong-willed son. My father felt that he might
safely go about his Master’s business while his
dear wife was caring so well for the spiritual
interests of the boys and girls at home, so he did
not disturb her, but proceeded at once to fulfil his
preaching engagement.

My mother said to me, one day, “Ah,
Charles! I often prayed the Lord to make you a
Christian, but I never asked that you might
become a Baptist.” I could not resist the
temptation to reply, “Ah, mother! the Lord has
answered your prayer with His usual bounty, and
given you exceeding abundantly above what you
asked or thought.”
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Southern States Bible Conference

Theme: Staying On Course In A Conflicting Culture:
What Does The Bible Say---?

Preparations are underway for the 2023 Conference, again to be held at beautiful Epworth By The Sea. It’s a perfect
setting to pause and refresh, communing with the Lord and His people. It will be great!

Your host churches, Northside and Atlanta, are busily working to maximize your enjoyment for the week. The Program
Committee, chaired by Elder Randy Waters, are working on the Conference topics and presenters. Under the above
theme some of the tentative sermon topics they are looking at are:

About Living In A Hostile World About Marriage And The Family

About Sexual Morality About Racism

About Gender And Roles About Materialism

About The Sanctity Of Life About The Continuation Of The Earth And Universe

About Pandemics & Natural Disasters

These topics could not be more timely. We will also have an interactive session of some fashion. And, as requested by
many of you, we will build a little more “free time” into the schedule.

A word about costs: It’s no secret that the price of just about everything has risen sharply over the past year. So the
Conference fees this year will be LOWER! Yes, the rates are 2-5% lower de- pending on building preference. Epworth
has given us their best “Honorary Methodist” rates!

Registration forms are available online at: https://www.progressivepb.org/2023-southern-states-bible-conference.html

Please send the form to Treasurer Kasey Hagan, the sooner the better so plans can be finalized. I look forward to
welcoming you to Epworth this July!

Darryl Harris, Chairman
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STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

- We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



