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Perfecting That
Which Is Lacking

% 4 By:
2 A ﬁ/, Elder Emerson Proctor




1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

“(10) Night and day praying exceedingly that
we might see your face, and might perfect that
which is lacking in your faith?”

The theme of this chapter is of perpetual
importance to the believer. Paul was greatly
concerned about the spiritual development of the
people in this relatively young church. This is a
theme that should be of concern to believers all the
time.

Paul had only recently been in Thessalonica.
Many responded to his preaching, and a church
was established there. Having departed from
Thessalonica, Paul now wrote to them of his great
desire to “perfect that which is lacking” in their
faith. Consider two themes that are essential to the
development of the Christian life and the growth of
faith.

First, consider the initial conversion of these
disciples in Thessalonica. Paul had come to
Thessalonica on his Second Missionary Journey,
according to Acts 17:1-10. Luke records what
happened.

Acts 17:2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in
unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned
with them out of the scriptures,

Acts 17:3 Opening and alleging, that Christ
must needs have suffered, and risen again from
the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach
unto you, is Christ.

Acts 17:4 And some of them believed, and
consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief
women not a few.

Paul probably is remembering those events as
he writes this epistle to the Thessalonians. Here he
recounts the effect his preaching had among them.

1 Thessalonians 1:5 For our gospel came not
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye
know what manner of men we were among you
for your sake. 1 Thessalonians 1:6 And ye
became followers of us, and of the Lord, having
received the word in much affliction, with joy of
the Holy Ghost:

He goes on to describe what happened.

1 Thessalonians 1:9 For they themselves show of
us what manner of entering in we had unto you,
and how ye turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God;

1 Thessalonians 1:10 And to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead,
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath
to come.

This 1s an apt description of their conversion.
Here Paul speaks of their conversion in a threefold
way. First, they turned to God from Idols. Second,
they did this in order “to serve the living and true
God.” Third, Paul says that they also would “wait
for his Son from heaven.” That is the initial
response people make to the gospel.

Notice that Jesus Christ is central to what
Paul preached and what these people believed.
Luke tells us in Acts 17 that Paul was “Opening
and alleging, that Christ must needs have
suffered, and risen again from the dead; and
that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is
Christ.”



In other words, the God in Whom these
people believed and turned to is the one true and
living God Who was revealed through Jesus Christ
our Lord. That is clearly stated in John 1:18.

John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of
the Father, he hath declared him.

Later in John’s Gospel, Jesus tells Phillip the
following:

John 14:9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so
long time with you, and yet hast thou not known
me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the
Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the
Father?

These people who believed the preaching of
Paul were gathered in a church as the means of
living out their Christian profession. This was the
beginning of the Church at Thessalonica.

Just as Paul did, we desire to see this result in
the preaching of the gospel. We want to see new
people come under the influence of the gospel. We
desire to see people submit to the authority of our
Lord Jesus Christ and to receive Him as Lord and
Savior. We want to see that result from week to
week in the ministry of the church. As a church
and as pastors, we should be longing to see people
converted to the Lord.

Second, the continuing spiritual development
of these Thessalonians was also the aim of Paul.
Their initial conversion was not the end of Paul's
concern for them, but rather the beginning. Chapter
3 shows that Paul wanted to see them established
in the faith.

Because of the hostility of the Jews, Paul had
to leave Thessalonica prematurely. After a brief

stay at Berea, Paul went to Athens. From there, he
sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to see how
those believers were doing, and to establish them
in the faith. This 1s what he is referring to at the
beginning of this chapter.

1 Thessalonians 3:1 Wherefore when we could
no longer forbear, we thought it good to be left
at Athens alone;

1 Thessalonians 3:2 And sent Timotheus, our
brother, and minister of God, and our
fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to
establish you, and to comfort you concerning
your faith:

Paul was greatly encouraged when Timothy
brought a good report concerning their faith. That
was the occasion when Paul wrote this first epistle.
That is the setting of the passage before us.

This passage sets forth the necessity of new
converts (and we may also say, old ones as well)
being established in the faith. The commentator
Edmund Hiebert writes, “The twofold task
assigned to Timothy shows that Paul was well
aware that a spectacular conversion was not
enough; the converts also needed to be established
and grounded in the faith” (D. Edmund Hiebert,
The Thessalonian Epistles, p. 138).

Paul also fervently desired to visit them for
this purpose as stated in the following verses.

1 Thessalonians 3:9 For what thanks can we
render to God again for you, for all the joy
wherewith we joy for your sakes before our

God;

1 Thessalonians 3:10 Night and day praying
exceedingly that we might see your face, and



might perfect that which is lacking in your
faith?

Paul declares that this faith must be
developed. That is what the word “perfect”
conveys. The word “perfect” is most often used as
an adjective or an adverb, but here it is used as a
verb. It means “to complete, make good that which
is still needed.” (ESV “Supply” NASB
“Complete’). He wanted to see them confirmed in
the truths of the gospel and enabled to live by these
truths. Again, Hiebert is helpful here in his
comments on verse 10. “It is not that there was
something wrong with their faith; it just needed to
be developed. The faith that they had was not
defective, but it still needed to be completed. It
was just incomplete” (See Edmund Hiebert The

Thessalonian Epistles, p. 152). That is one of the
major purposes of the continuing ministry of the
Word in the church.

Further, this is a continuing need because this
faith is something which can also be diminished. It
can be damaged so that it i1s not what it has been.
Faith is not a static thing. It is dynamic. It is
always changing. It moves forward or backward. It
seldom stands still. It is therefore something which
needs constant attention. Paul states this concern in
verse 5. “For this cause, when I could no longer
forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some
means the tempter have tempted you, and our
labour be in vain.”

When Paul wrote to the Colossian Church, he
spoke of this process and the labors of the faithful
gospel minister.

Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a
servant of Christ, saluteth you, always
labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye

may stand perfect and complete in all the will of
God.

The Word of God and the ministry of the
gospel has a necessary role to play in the
development of our faith. Verse 2 states that this
was the purpose for Paul sending Timothy to them.

1 Thessalonians 3:2 And sent Timotheus, our
brother, and minister of God, and our
fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to
establish you, and to comfort you concerning
your faith:

It 1s also true that this is the primary function
of the Scriptures themselves. This is stated so
clearly in the classic passage on the inspiration of
Scripture.

2 Timothy 3:14 But continue thou in the things
which thou hast learned and hast been assured
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;

2 Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:

2 Timothy 3:17 That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.

Such perfecting of the faith of saints cannot
be accomplished apart from the Word of God. The
Word of God preached and understood is the
instrument of spiritual growth and progress in the
faith. That must always be the primary focus in our
services of worship.



In the final two verses of the chapter Paul
expresses again his fervent desire that the
Thessalonians will be enabled of the Lord to a full
development of their spiritual lives.

1 Thessalonians 3:12 And the Lord make you to
increase and abound in love one toward
another, and toward all men, even as we do
toward you:

1 Thessalonians 3:13 To the end he may stablish
your hearts unblameable in holiness before
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ with all his saints.

What Paul desires for them, what he longs to
see in them is stated in verse 13. He wants to see
them established “unblameable in holiness before
God.” He had been speaking throughout the
chapter of their being established in their faith.
Now he speaks of holiness. To be established in
holiness is one of the inherent qualities of having
one's faith perfected. In addition to having their
faith perfected, they are to be entirely set apart and
separated to the Lord's service.

How shall this be accomplished? Here are
three activities which are essential.

First, it is Paul's assumption in this chapter
that these Thessalonians need the ministry of the
Word of God to be established in their faith. That 1s
why he was so anxious for Timothy to go to them.
Therefore, it is vital that the people of God place
themselves under sound gospel preaching to be
established in the faith.

Second, believers need regular contact with
other believers for meaningful conversation in the
Word of God and in seeking to apply the teachings
of Scripture to the various circumstances of life.

One passage that certainly confirms that need is
seen in Hebrews 10.

Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider one another
to provoke unto love and to good works:

Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.

This certainly underscores the fact that
believers are to be diligent to attend the regular
services of the church. Third, though it is not stated
explicitly in this chapter, it is implied that
individual believers must be seeking to develop
their faith in a personal way. Every Christian must
be involved in personal Bible reading, study, and
prayer. It is essential to be in the Word of God in
order to develop spiritually.

Sanctification is that inward spiritual work which
the Lord Jesus Christ works in a man by the Holy
Ghost, when He calls him to be a true believer. He
not only washes him from his sins in His own
blood, but He also separates him from his natural
love of sin and the world, puts a new principle in
his heart, and makes him practically godly in life.
The instrument by which the Spirit effects this
work is generally the Word of God, though He
sometimes uses afflictions and providential
visitations “without the Word” (1 Peter 3:1). The
subject of this work of Christ by His Spirit is called
in Scripture a “sanctified” man.

-J.C. Ryle



Church And
Motherhood

By:
Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892)



The Church of God in Scripture is called a
mother. What is a mother’s business? What is a
mother’s duty? A mother’s duty is to feed her own
child from her own bosom. She loses a joy herself
and inflicts a serious injury upon her offspring
when, if having the ability, she lacks the affection
that would constrain her to support her own child
from the fountains that God Himself hath opened.
And as the Church of Christ is a mother, she shall
lack the greatest joy and lose the sweetest
privilege, unless she herself trains her own children
and gives them the unadulterated milk of the Word.
She has no right to put her children out to nurse.
How shall they love her? What affection shall they
bear towards her?...It is a mother’s business as that
child grows up to train and teach it. Let her teach it
the first letters of the alphabet; let it gather its first
knowledge of Christ from a mother’s lips. Who so
fit to teach as she that brought it forth? None can
teach so sweetly and none so effectually as she. Let
her not give up the training of her child to another.
And why should we, the Church of Christ, give up
our children when we first taught them to speak in
Christ’s name, to be trained and to be taught by
others? No, by every motherly feeling that remains
within the bosom of Christ’s Church, let us see her
children brought up at her own knees, dandled
there in her own lap, and not give up the work of
training her sons and daughters to others. And who
so fit as the mother of the family to inspire her son
with holy ardor, when at last he goes forward to the
battle of life? Who shall give him the affectionate
advice? Who shall give him the cheering word that
shall sustain him in the hour of difficulty, so well
as a mother whom he loves? And let the Church of
God, when her young men go forth to her battles,
put her hand upon their shoulders and say, Be
strong, young man, be strong; dishonor not the
mother that bare you; but go forth and, like the son
of a Spartan mother, return not but in glory...Come

back on your shield or with it—a hero or a martyr.”
Who can speak the words so well and sing at home
so powerfully, as the mother to her son or the
Church to her child? The Church, then, has no right
to delegate to another her own work. Let her bring
forth her own children; let her give them
nourishment; let her train them up; let her send
them forth to do the Master’s work.

[The article above was taken from the Free Grace Broadcaster, Vol.
229 titled, “Motherhood.” The Free Grace Broadcaster is published
by Chapel Library in Pensacola, Florida.]

Woman is the mother of all human beings. She carries
human beings in her womb, brings them forth into this
world, nourishes them with milk, and takes care of
them by bathing them and performing other services.
What would kings, princes, prophets, and all the saints
be if there had been no Eve? For God does not make
human beings from stones: He makes them from man
and woman.

Martin Luther

Think on this particularly, you that are mothers of
children, when you find the fruit of the womb
quickened within you: you bear a creature within you
of more value than all this visible world—a creature
upon whom, from that very moment, an eternity of
happiness or misery is entailed. Therefore, it concerns
you to travail as in pain for their souls before you feel
the sorrows and pangs of travail for their bodies...O
let your cries and prayers for them anticipate your
kisses and embraces of them. If you be faithful and
successful herein, then happy is the womb that bears
them.

John Flavel



The Woman Who
Fears The Lord

Proverbs 31:10-31




Proverbs 31:10-31

Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.
The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.
She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.
She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.
She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar.

She riseth also while it 1s yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.
She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.
She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.

She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night.

She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.

She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.
She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet.
She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.

Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.

She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.
Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come.

She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.

She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness.

Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.
Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.

Favour 1s deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.
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Ukraine Update

“Jesus himself stood in the midst of them and said to them, Peace be unto you” (Luke 24:36).

That's how it was today in Donbass. Sunday came, comforted, hugged, wished for peace. Those who met Him today
share joy with everyone and send Easter greetings - Christ is risen!”

The words above were written by a dear Brother, Andrey Malov. It was taken from his Facebook page on Sunday, April
24th. This was the day on their calendar that they celebrated Easter.

What a wonderful reminder of how the Resurrection of Jesus puts everything, even war, in its proper perspective.

On behalf of the Board of DMI, I want to thank all who participated in the recent fundraiser, A Day for Ukraine. Thank
you for the donations. We have raised in excess of some $100,000 of which $60,000 has already been spent for
humanitarian relief. Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters there; pray that the war will end soon.

Thank you again!

Elder Deab Robbins, President, DMI
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We Have Met The
Laborers,
And They Are Us

By:
Brother Bill Jones



Therefore, said he [Jesus] unto them, “The harvest
truly is great, but the laborers are few: Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send
forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)

My life grew more complicated with more
responsibility a couple of years ago. | was leading a
Bible Study of the book of Luke, and we came to the
verse above.

I thought about the verse and the words used. I took
“his” harvest as being the spiritual harvest of souls
into the Kingdom of God. Then I decided to see what
the word “laborer” as used here meant.

So, I found that the Greek word translated here
as “laborer” means ...wait for it... “Someone who
labors.” I checked it again and sat there pondering. I
was surprised it didn’t say the laborer in this harvest is
an “ordained minister of God” because every
Primitive Baptist sermon I have ever heard about this
verse (and Matthew 9:37-38 where Jesus used the
same words) referred to us needing the Lord to send
more men to become ordained ministers (laborers).
And it was always left at that.

The labor part only being relevant for ordained
ministers made it easy for me, since I’m not one, and
all I could do was pray that we get more of them. |
didn’t have to be a laborer in this particular harvest.

I understand the context of these verses shows
they can rightfully be used to exhort us to pray for the
Lord to raise up more ministers. But this wide-open
definition of laborer got me wondering whether I, too,
might have more labors to do in the Lord’s harvest in
addition to praying.

In thinking about the harvest of an actual crop,
there 1s a process leading up to it involving many steps
and labors, and often many different laborers —
plowing, planting, watering, fertilizing, killing bugs
and diseases, etc. The Apostle Paul wrote of the
process of God’s harvest that involves the labors of

preachers preaching the Word of God — “I have
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase”
(caused growth & harvested) (1 Cor 3:6). But,
considering the agricultural process involving many
different kinds of laborers, I’m thinking there are also
labors along the way to the Lord’s harvest that those of
us who aren’t ordained preachers are called to work at.
And we never know when or how the Lord will use
any of our labors in that process.

Yes, we should pray for the Lord to raise up
more ministers. But when we who aren’t ministers
pray and ask the Lord to change an unbeliever’s stony
heart and make it a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 11:19) or to
open their heart so that they believe the Gospel (Acts
16:14), aren’t we laboring in the process of the Lord’s
harvest? When we’re praying that God may save our
child, or a spouse or a dear friend from the eternal
darkness of sin, it certainly feels like a heavily
burdened labor.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells His
disciples (all of us) “You are the salt of the earth...”
(Matthew 5:13), meaning basically that we are to have
a positive effect on the world around us in several
ways. He also said: “You are the light of the world...”
(Matthew 5:14) and that we’re to raise that light up
and give light to others around us. (Since Jesus is THE
Light of the World, any light we have 1s from Him and
His Gospel.) Then in verse 16, Jesus tells us to “let
your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.”

So, as we give someone a cup of cold water in
Jesus’ name (Matthew 10:42) and as we visit the
orphans and widows (James 1:27), and as we give not
just kind words, but kind words plus material
blessings to those in need (James 2:14-16), we are
showing examples of Jesus’ love by “being salt” and
shining His light for the glory of the Father. I believe
labors like those that bring glory to God, may be used
by the Lord in the process of His harvest.
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Say we’re having a discussion with an
unbelieving friend, and they sincerely ask about our
faith in Jesus, or something as simple as “How do you
keep your cool so well?”” At that point I believe the
Holy Spirit has given us a labor to perform and the
response the friend is looking for isn’t for us to say
we’ll take them to a preacher so he can tell them the
Gospel. They’re asking us to talk sincerely as a friend
with them about it.

We don’t have to understand every doctrine in
the Bible to talk about Jesus and especially not to tell
our own story. We do need a good basic understanding
of who Jesus is and what the Gospel is, and we should
have thought about our story enough to tell it clearly.
But knowing those things should be something we
strive for, and the church should teach (equip the
saints, Eph 4:12) in our Christian life anyway.

So, as we have that sincere conversation about
Jesus with our friend, we’re laboring in something the
Lord can, and may, use in the process of His harvest.
And as we discuss the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are
being witnesses of Jesus (Acts 1:8) and we are
certainly shining His light to the glory of the Father.

Should we pray for the Lord to raise up Gospel
Ministers? Absolutely! But the examples above, and
many other examples, show that we who are not
Gospel Ministers can’t get by with just praying for
that but must consider that Jesus also calls us to be
laborers of many different kinds that work in many
different ways in His harvest. And, as we pray for the
Lord to raise up Gospel Ministers, we should also pray
for the Lord to raise up more laborers like us, of many
different kinds. And as Jesus tells us, we must go out
and find those others and teach them how they should
labor, too.

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 1
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).
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The Cottages at Bethany Begins Phase II Construction by Adding 14 Additional Cottages

Bethany Assisted Living, Inc. has begun its expansion of additional independent living cottages, with the addition
of fourteen (14) cottages as part of Phase II of The Cottages at Bethany. The financial commitment that has been made
by the Board of Trustees of the Bethany organization will exceed $5 million dollars and will bring a total of twenty-three
(23) Cottages of independent living to the existing campus.

Already offering Traditional Living, Memory Care Living, and Respite Care to seniors in its sprawling one-story
building, The Lodge expanded its services to offer independent living cottages in 2019. The first phase of The Cottages,
where nine (9) cottages were built, has maintained 100% occupancy since its grand opening that year. The history of the
Bethany organization as a leader and provider of exceptional care for seniors was originally begun in 1923.

The Cottages are designed to be a “maintenance-free” style of living within steps of the Community of Care that
originated in Statesboro when The Lodge at Bethany was constructed in 2016. Each Cottage is a single-story,
handicapped accessible 1200-1305 square foot residency, and provides all-inclusive pricing to give the Residents the
independence they choose and the assurance that any needs for future assistance will be on the same campus.

“The opportunity to provide a unique service to seniors in Statesboro through the provision of independent living
has been proven since we opened the first nine (9) cottages in 2019. Individuals and couples are more interested in
enriching their lives and engaging in activities and volunteer opportunities of service than maintaining their own private
residences and all the headaches that can come with that” said the Chair of the Board of Trustees, Edwin E. Akins.
“God’s provision of blessing the independent living mission at The Cottages at Bethany has been a living testament to
Ephesians 3:20, which tells us that God “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.” We have
been blessed, and we believe that we are blessing those who join our Community of Care.

Amenities for The Cottages include spacious living with a 320 square foot garage, two bedrooms two bathrooms,
stainless steel appliances, full-sized washer/dryer, maintenance inside and outside, Internet/television/phone service,
trash service, emergency pendant systems, and 24/7 security system, The Cottages are being constructed by Greg
McKenzie Builders of Vidalia again this time and will also include unique features such as pocket doors, a coffered
ceiling in the living room area, large windows, and plantation shutters.
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“Within one week of announcing that fourteen (14) additional Cottages
would be added, we were able to take Reservation Deposits for ten (10) of
The Cottages being constructed, which has validated our belief that there is a
need being met with these independent living units” according to Becky D.
Livingston, CEO. She continued by saying that “the Board of Trustees has
had the foresight and faith to step out again on God’s promise to bless the
work of Bethany as He has for the past ninety-eight (98) years in this further
development of the Community of Care here in Statesboro.”

If anyone would like information regarding The Cottages at Bethany,
independent living, or The Lodge at Bethany, the only certified Assisted
Living Community in Statesboro, these requests can be made by calling
912.764.7960 or sending an email to info@bethanyway.org or to Becky D.

Livingston directly at blivingston@bethanyway.org.

THE LODGE AT For more information, please visit the Lodge At Bethany website:
ETHANY \ﬁ-" I https://bethanyway.org/
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104th Southern States Bible Conference

Epworth By The Sea * St. Simons Island, Georgia
July 11-14, 2022
Theme: Visions of Christ
For information Contact:

Kasey Hagan, Treasurer
13999 GA Hwy 119
Brooklet, GA 30415
(912) 618-0083 (C)

kaseyh27@gmail.com

PB Scholarship Foundation Address Change
for Submitting Scholarship Applications

The address for submitting applications to the Primitive
Baptist Scholarship Foundation has changed.

The new address is:

PBSF c/o Ms. Bama Newman
110 Rutledge Lane
Statesboro, GA 30461
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
MUSIC WORKSHOP 2022

"I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever...to all generations."”
Psalm 89:1

July 19 - 22, 2022
THEME: “To All Generations”

The Music Workshop Board of Directors is pleased to announce our plans for Music Workshop 2022! Though 2021
required us to hold an abbreviated conference because of continuing Covid concerns, the Lord allowed us to meet for a
couple of days to worship Him and fellowship with our brothers and sisters, after missing that opportunity in 2020.
We’re excited to announce that our plan is to host a full Workshop schedule this July!

We are very thankful that Elder De Hagan, pastor of Fellowship Primitive Baptist Church, has accepted our invitation to
preach at each of our daily worship services. The tasks of worship and spreading the gospel in song are a lifetime
commitment of the child of God. In three days of worship at Music Workshop, we will study these truths as found in
God's Holy Word.

In addition, our normal schedule of music classes, choir rehearsals and youth activities will complete a week of Christian
fellowship which is always a great blessing. This year, we’re planning a lineup of evening activities with special guests
and surprises for all. Workshop delegates will be given the opportunity to share their talents and compete for top prizes

in the “Workshop’s Got Talent” competition.

So, come join us at Music Workshop 2022!



Obituaries

HARPER, Waunda Lee —
January 5, 1944 to April 6, 2022.
Ramah Primitive Baptist Church, Barnesville, Georgia.

MARTIN, John E. (Buddy) —
July 18, 1935 to September 9, 2021.

Hardwick Primitive Baptist Church, Hardwick, Georgia.
(Brother Buddy was a Deacon of the Hardwick Church)

MORRIS, Mavis Clements —
March 21, 1937 to February 5, 2022.
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia.

SPAMPINATO, Jean Cowart —
February 24, 1935 to February 9, 2022.
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

SYE, Florence Norma —
January 11, 1935 to March 15, 2022.

Ramah Primitive Baptist Church, Barnesville, Georgia.
(Wife of Elder Parker Sye)

WRIGHT, Gladys Elizabeth —
December 24, 1924 to March 15, 2022.
Riverside Primitive Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Florida.

(Wife of Elder McKinley Wright)

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours;
and their works do follow them.

Revelation 14:13




STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

- We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



