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God Is Faithful

By:

Elder Pat McCoy

Pastor of Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church

Atlanta, GA



 Israel is about to enter into the Land of     
Promise after wandering for 40 years in the           
wilderness. During this time a rebellious generation 
died off. Before they were allowed to enter the land, 
Moses delivers a series of messages to the people of 
Israel. The contend of this entire book was given to 
the people of Israel during the last month of Moses's 
life. This is a new generation of Israelites that were 
born during the wilderness wanderings. They had 
either been very young, or not yet born, when the 
Law was first given to Israel. This book is named 
"Deuteronomy," which means "second law."               
Deuteronomy is a restatement of the Law of God. 

 This new generation needed to know that God 
was with them, just as He had promised to be with 
their fathers. They were about to fight for their lives 
and they needed divine assurance that they could  
depend on God as they faced the people of Canaan 
and as they committed to live their lives for the 
Lord. 

 This passage lets Israel know that their God is 
a faithful God. They can trust His word. They can 
rely upon Him. They can rest in Him. They can     
believe His promises. They can depend on His power 
to deliver them. He will see them through whatever 
may come their way. 

 We need this same kind of reminder today. 
Our children need this reminder and our           
grandchildren need it. This is why this instruction 
was given to Israel. Deuteronomy 4:9; “Only take heed 

to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget 

the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they 

depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but 

teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 

Deuteronomy6:7 and 11:19 "And thou shalt teach them 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 

when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 

walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 

when thou risest up."

 We need this same kind of reminder today. We 
are living in days when the people of the Lord need 
to be sure they can trust the Lord. Well, I want to 
show you from this passage that our God is The 
Faithful God. There are some reasons given in this 
text that demonstrate the truth that our God is The 
Faithful God. Consider those reasons as you         
continue to read.

I. God’s Faithful Desire & Love For His People

A. The Reality of God's Love - "set His love upon you” -  
"to passionately desire a thing." This verse states very 
clearly that God loves His people. God set His 
heart on the people of Israel and took every      
necessary step to bring them to Himself. If you 
are a believer and follower of Christ Jesus, He 
loves you too! 

• His love is everlasting - Jeremiah 31:3

• His love is expensive - Romans 5:8 

• His love is extensive - John 3:16 

B. The Reaction of God's Love - "the Lord thy God hath 

chosen thee" - The word "chosen" means, "to choose, 

elect, or decide for." Out of all the people on the face 
of the earth in that day, God chose the tiny nation 
of Israel to be the focus of His love, His grace and 
His mercy.
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 If you are saved, it is because He has chosen 
you too, Ephesians 1:4 “According as he hath chosen 

us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and without blame before him in love.”

 Titus 3:5 "Not by works of righteousness which 

we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 

by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 

Holy Ghost." 

 This generation was going to enter the land of 
Canaan and possess it, not because of their own 
righteousness but because God was going to keep 
His word and demonstrate His faithfulness to them. 
Deuteronomy 9:5 "Not for thy righteousness, or for 

the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess 

their land: but for the wickedness of these nations the 

LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee, 

and that he may perform the word which the LORD 

sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." 

C. The Reasons For God's Love - Why did God 
choose Israel? In verse 7, God tells them that He 
did not choose them because of their numerical 
superiority. He did not choose them because 
there were so many of them. After all, God says 
that were "the fewest of all people." In other words, 
God did not choose them because of any quality 
they possessed within themselves. God tells them 
in verse 8 just why He chose them and redeemed 
them. 

1. He Did It Because Of His Will - "Because the Lord 

loved you." No reason is given for this love. He just 
set His love on them and acted on their behalf. He 
chose them, saved them, blessed them, and stood 

by them, just because He wanted to. He led them 
to this Promised Land because he LOVED them.

2. He Did It Because Of His Word - The Lord tells 
them that another reason for His grace and love 
toward Israel was because of His promises to their 
fathers. God made some very specific promises to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Because God is faithful 
he will keep His promises. Therefore, God kept 
His word and redeemed Israel. In other words, 
they were chosen, redeemed and blessed because 
of God's promises to another. 

 There is much I could say about the truths  
contained here. Let me simply say this. 

 God did not save you because He saw        
something good and righteous in you. In fact, God's 
Word says there is nothing good about any of us. 
Read Romans 3:10-23. 

 God did not save you because He saw what a 
asset you would be to His kingdom. After all, we 
were dead when He came to us to save us,         
Ephesians 2:1. 

 God did not save you based on anything you 
did, anything you said, anything you prayed, or     
anything you possessed. God saved you because of 
His good pleasure and for His glory. Ephesians 1:5 
"... according to the good pleasure of his will,       
Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, 

wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.”

II. God’s Faithful Actions For His People

A. He Desires Them - Again note this, "He set His love 

upon" them. He "passionately desires" them, and He 
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will stop at nothing to redeemed them and        
deliver them and thus fulfill His promise.        
Consider how God called, blessed, enlarged,    
sheltered and provided for the people of Israel. 
He worked in their history in many, many      
providential ways to bring them to Himself.

 He did the same thing for every one of His  
children. Consider how the Lord worked to deliver 
you and bring you to Jesus. Look at the events that 
made up your life before you met Him. Look at the 
people God brought into your life to influence thou. 
Consider how the Lord worked in conviction to draw 
you to Jesus Christ for salvation. When God goes  
after a lost sinner, He does whoever it takes to bring 
them to faith, John 6:44, "No man can come to me, 

except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I 

will raise him up at the last day." Notice that the 
Lord said "can" and not "may." That word implies that 
lost sinners lack to ability to come to God on their 
own. Whosoever will may come, but no one can 
come unless the Father "draws" them. The word 
"draw" means "to drag." God has to draw the sinner 
because the sinner cannot and will not come on his 
own. After all remember that we are "dead".        
Ephesians 2:1 "And you hath he quickened, who were 

dead in trespasses and sins;" But, when the sinner is 
convicted of his sins and drawn to Jesus Christ, the 
sinner will come in humble repentance. 

 Thank God He reaches down to those who lack 
to ability to reach up to Him! "For when we were yet 

without strength, in due time Christ died for the     

ungodly," Romans 5:6. 

B. He Delivers Them - In verse 8, God reminds this 
new generation of Israel that He brought them 

"out with a mighty hand, and redeemed" them "out 

of the house of bondage, from the hand of pharaoh 

king of Egypt." He did more than just love them 
and call them His people. He purchased them 
unto Himself. How did He purchase them? God 
purchased Israel when the Passover Lamb was 
slaughtered and its blood placed on the doors of 
the houses, Ex. 12. They were purchased with the 
blood of an innocent substitute. God delivered 
them, then through a series of miracles. He       
delivered them from their captivity and set them 
free. He delivered them from this wilderness   
wandering and stands ready to lead them into the 
Promised Land.

 That is exactly what God did for us! He         
redeemed us to Himself through the blood of His 
Son, the Lord Jesus, Revelation 5:9 And they sung a 

new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 

and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and 

hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every   

kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; ;         
Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fulness of the time was 

come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 

made under the law, To redeem them that were under 

the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. ; 
1 Peter 1:18-19 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 

redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 

from your vain conversation received by tradition 

from your fathers; But with the precious blood of 

Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 

spot. Not only did He redeemed us, but he has       
delivered us from the bondage of our sin. God has 
also delivered us from the grip of the one who held 
us in death, darkness and slavery for so long. "Who 

hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
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hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 

In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 

the forgiveness of sins," Colossians 1:13-14. 

C. He Develops Them - In verse 6, God calls Israel "a 

holy people" and "a special people." The word "holy" 
carries the idea of being "a saint." It is the image of 
something that is "set apart for God's singular use." 
The word "special" carries the idea of "treasure." 
God is telling Israel that, while they were small in 
number, and had no real qualities that would 
make anyone care about them, God loved them, 
saved them and has set them apart as His       
treasure, and as a people set apart for His glory. 

 This is a reminder of how the Lord works in 
our lives as well. Remember when He came to us, 
we were "dead in trespasses and sins," Ephesians 2:1. 
We were completely given over to the ways and 
cares of the world, the flesh and the devil, Ephesians 

2:2-3 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the 

course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 

children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all 

had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our 

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 

and were by nature the children of wrath, even as   

others. We were the children of the devil, and we 
were perfectly content to do His will, Ephesians 2:2-3 
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the 

course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 

children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had 

our conversation in times past in the lusts of our 

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 

and were by nature the children of wrath, even as   

others. We were lost, ugly, dead, and defiles. Yet, He 
loved us and set His grace upon us. 

 Here is what God did when He saved us. Read 
the following verses please. 

• He changed us, and made us into new creatures,   
2 Corinthians 5:17.

• He placed His Spirit within us, 1 Corinthians. 12:13.

• We became the "temple of the Holy Ghost," the very 
sanctuary of God Himself, 1 Corinthians 6:19. 

• He even placed His very nature within us, 2 Peter 

1:4. 

 So that, now, we are not what we used to be: 
"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 

the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither           

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor          

effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 

nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye 

are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,"                   
1 Corinthians 6:9 -11. 

III.God’s Faithful Promises To His People

A. He Is Faithful Because Of His Name - God is 
called "God," "the Lord thy God," and "the faithful 

God." Each of these names magnifies a different     
aspect of Israel's God. 

• He is called God - This word identifies Him as the 
One Who is over all. It covers all of His power, His 
glory, His influence and His wonder. This word  
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reminds us that He is the One in charge of all 
things. He is the all powerful, all knowing, all wise 
God. 

• He is called The Lord Thy God - The name "Lord" is 
the covenant name of God, it identifies Him as "the 

eternal, self-existent One." This is the most common 
name for Him in the Bible and occurs over 5,200 
times in the Old Testament. Since it is His       
covenant name, it speaks of Him as "One Who keeps 

faith with His people." In other words, "He is One Who 

will do whatever He says He will do!" Ephesians 1:11 
tells us He "...worketh all things after the counsel of 

His own will." The pronoun "thy" reminds them of 
their relationship to this covenant keeping Lord. 
He is their God and He will keep His promises to 
them! 

The God we serve is faithful! 

• His faithfulness is unlimited, "...thy faithfulness 

reacheth unto the clouds," Psalm 36:5. 

• His faithfulness is unfailing, "Nevertheless my     

lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor 

suffer my faithfulness to fail," Psalm 89:33. 

• His faithfulness is a glimpse into His character, 
"Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and 

his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him 

whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, 

Kings shall see and arise , princes also shall        

worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and 

the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee," 
Isaiah 49:7. 

• His faithfulness is abounding, "It is of the LORD'S 

mercies that we are not consumed, because his    

compassions fail not. They are new every morning: 

great is thy faithfulness," Lamentation 3:22-23.

• He is faithful to help His people, "There hath no 

temptation taken you but such as is common to 

man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to 

be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 

temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 

be able to bear it," 1 Corinthians 10:13. 

• He is faithful to those He saves, "And the very God 

of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 

whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame-

less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faith-

ful is he that calleth you, who also will do it,"                     
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24. 

• He is faithful to all His promises to those saved by 
His grace, "Let us hold fast the profession of our 

faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that 

promised..." Hebrews 10:23. 

• He is faith in His forgiveness of sin, "If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness," 1 John 
1:9.

 Because God is Who He is, we can count on 
Him in every situation we may face in life. Regard-
less of the realm of life, the Lord can be trusted to 
stand by His promises.

• He will keep you and take you to Heaven when 
this life is over, John 6:37-40, 44. He is faithful! 

• He will hear you when you call on Him, Jeremiah 
33:3; Matthew 7:7-11. He is faithful! 
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• He will meet your needs here, Matthew 6:25-34; 
Philippians 4:19. He is faithful! 

• He will give you grace sufficient for every trial, 2 
Corinthians 12:9. He is faithful! 

• He will give you His peace in the midst of every 
circumstance of life, Philippians 4:6-7. He is    
faithful! 

• He will walk with you every step of the way to 
glory, Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 28:20. He is      
faithful!

 Let me conclude with this story. Once an older 
man, was walking the beach at dawn. As he walked, 
he noticed that the beach was literally covered, as far 
as the eye could see, with starfish. He also noticed a 
young boy ahead of him who was picking up starfish 
and flinging them into the sea. Catching up with the 
youth, he asked him what he was doing. 

 The boy replied, "I am picking these starfish up and 

throwing them back into the sea so that they do not die." 

 "But the beach goes on for miles and miles, and there 

are millions of starfish," countered the man. "How can 

your effort make any difference?" 

 The boy looked at the starfish in his hand and 
then threw it to safety in the waves. "It makes a        

difference to this one," he said. 

 We see and know a lot of people in this world 
who need help. My problem and most likely your 
problem is that we are unable to help everyone. 
There is little that I can do to meet your needs and 
help you along life's way. But I am thankful there is a 
God in Heaven Who is able to help us all. He is  

faithful! He knows where every one of His starfish 
is, and He is able to take care of each of them. He is 
a faithful God.

 Let us rejoice in His faithfulness so that He is 
glorified in our praise of Him! 

 Let us rest in His faithfulness so that we are 
delivered from the cares of this life! 

 Let us report His faithfulness so that others 
may come to know Him too! 

 God is faithful! 
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News From
The Denomination



Report from Minister's Wives, Widows and          
Licentiate Wives Meeting 

Greetings in the Name of the Lord! 

 The Preachers' Wives and Widows and             
Licentiates' Wives held their yearly meeting at Camp 
Hillview in March. We had a wonderful time of          
fellowship, studying together on Drawing Nigh Unto 
God, and doing our yearly ministry visit to those who 
are in assisted living. This year we visited The Lodge at 
Bethany in Statesboro. We were blessed by our visit 
and sharing our devotional program and music          
program with the residents there. 

 We were only a few in number this year due to 
the flu and other circumstances but we were blessed. 
We encourage all minister's wives, widows, and         
licentiates wives who can join us to mark your           
calendars for next year. We always meet the Tuesday 
following the second Sunday in March and end on 
Thursday right after lunch. You will be blessed and 
even if you feel like you do not know us other ladies, 
come on anyway. We will make you feel right at home. 

God Bless, 

Sister Linda Fussell, Secretary

_________________________________________________

Corrections in the Banner Herald Directory.... 

Address Correction:

Jean E Deal
(widow of Elder Allison Deal) 

182 Turtle Ridge Road 
Ellijay, GA 30536.

&

Email Listing Correction:

Elder Emerson Proctor 
proc1950@frontiernet.net 

Or
eproctor33@yahoo.com

_________________________________________________

Available For Supply

TILLMAN, John L. (Patricia) 
756 S. 3rd Street 

Jesup, GA 31545 (912) 427-9029 
elderjohnl@bellsouth.net
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Bethany Organization Adds Two New Members 
to The Board of Trustees:

 Edwin E. Akins, Chairman, announced recently 
the election of two new members to the Board of     
Trustees of the Bethany organization. 

 Rufus "R. L." Akins, a member and clerk of the 
Brooklet Primitive Baptist Church, a retired educator 
and Chairman of the Southern States Bible Conference, 
was elected to the Board in June of 2017. A native of 
Bulloch County, R. L. has spent many years as a teacher 
and principal in the educational profession. 

 R. Lindsay Walker, a member and Chairman of 
the Board of Deacons of the Statesboro Primitive      
Baptist Church was elected to the Board in March of 
2018. A native of Jesup, Georgia, Lindsay was married 
to the late Devra Proctor Walker, daughter of Elder   
Emerson Proctor. They are the parents of 3 men: Jordan 
(Kelcie), Brandon and Griffin, and one granddaughter, 
Emerson. Lindsay is a registered pharmacist and the 
owner of Walker Pharmacies in Statesboro and      
Brooklet. 

 The Bethany organization includes Bethany 
Home, Inc., Bethany Assisted Living, Inc., Bethany 
Foundation, Inc. and Bethany LLC, all of which are 
owned and operated by the Primitive Baptist              

denomination. The Lodge at Bethany, a 48 unit          
Assisted Living Community located in Statesboro,  
Georgia was opened in January of 2016 and has         
redefined senior living, offering traditional and       
memory care living, as well as respite care. 

The Lodge at Bethany is located at:

77 Bethany Way, 
Statesboro, Georgia 30458

(912)-764-7960
www.bethanyway.org
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The Primitive Baptist Music Workshop will convene Tuesday, July 17, 2018 at Camp Hillview near Metter, GA. 

The conference runs through Friday evening, July 20, concluding with our Sacred Concert. 

We are excited about this year's Workshop! Elder David Summerford will deliver the messages from God's Word at 
our morning worship services. Having developed this year's theme, Sermons in Songs, Brother David will focus on 

the strong doctrinal truths found in the words of some of the great hymns, especially those from some of our favorite 
Christmas and Easter music. Part of this focus will center around the work of those such as Wesley, Watts, Newton 
and Luther...preachers who used the song service to teach the church grand theology. We ask that you keep Brother 

David in your prayers as he prepares for these services. 

As always, each day of Workshop will be a full schedule of a wide variety of classes to choose from, choir rehearsals 
and lots of fun and fellowship! Each evening will feature a special program or activity that provides the opportunity 
to share the gifts God has given us with others. So please save the date and make your plans now to join us in July 

for what is always a special blessing - The Primitive Baptist Music Workshop! 

Watch for specific details about Workshop in upcoming announcements and The Shofar, the Music Workshop News-
letter, coming later this Spring. And if you're not able to attend this summer, please be in prayer for us as we en-

deavor to study, learn, worship and praise His Name. 

THANK YOU! 

The Music Workshop Board of Directors 

Check out the Workshop web page for more information: 
www.pbmusicworkshop.com
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 The 100th Annual Southern States Bible Conference promises to be a great time of worship, singing, fellowship, fun and 
food. The conference will be extra special this year as we will be celebrating the 100th meeting of the conference. The program 
will feature seminars devoted to examining the history of the conference and thanking God for His blessings through the years. 
In the seminars, sermons and music, it is our desire to "Give unto the LORD the glory due unto His name..." (Psalm 29:2).

Epworth By The Sea is a beautiful setting for our conference. Facilities are very convenient. Meetings will be in the Jones    
Auditorium with the dining hall just across the intersection and motels nearby. Ministers and licentiates will have one session 
in the Lovely Lane Chapel. Shuttle service will be available to all facilities and there is ample parking for those who drive in for 
the day. Our young people will enjoy their own special program of faith, fellowship and fun. They will also attend some of the 
worship services. After dinner on Monday evening, we will gather to enjoy a time of fellowship, music and singing. After the 

formal program each day, there is an informal Pickin' and Praisin' session with our musicians and singers joining together for a 
spirit and fun-filled time of hymns and gospel music.

EXHIBITS:

We have a room devoted to exhibits. Organizations, churches and individuals are encouraged to share information and ideas 
about their programs. Contact Brothers Merritt Spier (770-412-9994) or Walter Daniel (770-664-4814) for details and to     

arrange for exhibit space.

FOR MORE INFORMATON AND REGISTRATION FORMS: 

Conference information and a registration form are posted under "events" on the website (www.progressivepb.org)

or contact:

Rufus "R.L." Akins, Chairman 

275 John Daniel Lane Statesboro, GA 30458 

H - (912) 839-3399 / C -(912) 682-8188 

rufusakins@gmail.com 

Kasey Hagan, Treasurer 

175 Bennett Lane 

Brooklet, GA 30415 C - (912) 618-0083 

kaseyh27@gmail.com
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News From
The Churches



Comfort Chapel Church 
Waycross, GA 

 Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in 
Waycross. We have been involved in many events 
and activities since our last report. We observed the 
death, burial and resurrection of our Saviour with a 
series of services in March. We came together for 
our annual communion and foot-washing              
observance on Thursday night, March 29. We also 
held our third Good Friday service March 30,         
reflecting on the Lord's sacrifice for us through  
Scripture reading and hymns. We held our sunrise 
service at the church Resurrection Sunday morning, 
April 1. Afterwards, we enjoyed breakfast and a time 
of fellowship together at McDonalds. The day's      
activities closed out with our morning worship on 
Resurrection Sunday. We hosted an appreciation and 
farewell supper for Elder Mike DeVane Wednesday, 
April 4, at Wong's Palace Restaurant in Waycross. 
Bro. Mike has been very faithful to Comfort Chapel 
as a charter member in 2000 and as pastor of our 
church from 2006-2013. Bro. Mike has accepted the 
pastoral care of the Sturgeon Creek Church near 
Fitzgerald. We hosted the quarterly union meeting 
April 29. Elder Keith Tillman of the Jesup Church 
brought the evening message from God's Word.     
Afterwards, we enjoyed a time of food and fellow-
ship. The union meeting is composed of Jesup, Lake 
Chapel, Salem and Comfort Chapel. Our pastor, 
Elder Jason Deal, has recently accepted the pastoral 
care of the church for another year. We are thankful 
to God for His many blessings. If you are ever in our 
area, please come by and worship with us. 

New Clerk: 

Effective immediately, Comfort Chapel has a new 
clerk. Please send all correspondence to the church 

address. 

Sister Patty Deal, Clerk
1600 Cherokee Circle
Waycross, GA 31501

_______________________________________________

Statesboro Church 
Statesboro, Ga 

 Our meeting will be begin Sunday, May 6th 
with regular church service times (8:30 am, 11:00 
am and 6:30 pm), and will continue Monday, May 
7th through Wednesday, May 9th with 10:30 am 
services and Monday and Tuesday evening services 
at 7:00 pm. The meeting will conclude with a       
covered dish lunch on Wednesday following the 
morning service. Elder Craig Campbell, pastor of the 
Northern Virginia Church, will be the guest pastor. 

 The church will also host a Christian Men's 
Weekend Conference "Manhunt" on May 18 and 19. 
Conference speakers include Elders Steve Taylor, 
Sam Bennett, David Summerford, Buck Grantham 
and W. H. Durrence. Check out the Church Website 
for more information: www.statesboropbc.org. If you 
plan to attend, please respond by May 10th. You can 
email the church at: spbc1896secretary@gmail.com.
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Do You Look Like Just       
Another Board In The Fence?

By:

Brother Bill Jones

Member of Lanes Primitive Baptist Church

Stilson, GA



Do you stand out like a new creation? 

 A few weeks ago I headed out to a job site and 
went by the Meldrim Sisters' Farm. The sisters are 
no longer living but their legacy lives on because the 
house and land are still referred to as their home. 
You can see the old house in the photo. What caught 
my eye were the replacements being made in the 
fence - how the new boards stand out against the 
old. If you observe closely or just catch them in the 
corner of your eye like I did, you notice they're      
different. They shine brighter. They show a definite 
contrast to those boards around them. 

 Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 5:17 came to 
mind: "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new   

creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new." 

 If we are in Christ, as Paul says, we should 
stand out from the rest of the world. Not because 
we're smart or flashy or ambitious, but because we 
are a new creation - God has taken our heart of 
stone and given us a heart of flesh. A heart that 
shines out the love of God to others - a heart that 
wants to be more like Jesus - a heart that doesn't 
want to look like all the other "boards" in the fence. 
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Obituaries

COLLINS, Elizabeth
June 14, 1928 to February 18, 2018. 

Antioch Primitive Baptist Church, Twin City, Georgia.

“And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 
'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" 

"Yes," says the Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, 
for their deeds follow with them."

Revelation 14:13



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner    
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist            

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession. 

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and  
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice. 

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate. 

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and 
the final perseverance of the saints. 

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is 
by His grace alone. 

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of     
Jesus Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed 
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and     

service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. 

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, 
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and 

body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to  
punishment in hell forever.


