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...SHE LOOKETH
WELL TO THE
WAYS OF HER
HQOUSEHOLD,
AND EATETH

NOT THE BREAD
OF IDLENESS.

PROVERBS 31:27
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From now on whenever I consider this passage, I will remember
the day my mother stood at the stove frying pieces of chicken for
Sunday lunch. She had not been feeling well for a number of days
prior to that Sunday. Several days later she would be admitted to
the hospital. Exactly one week later, on the following Sunday, she
went into surgery to relieve a blockage in her intestines. When

there was an acceptable time for idleness, she was not idle.

[ am sure many reading this are reminded of their own mother
and how she looked “well to the ways of her household.” We all
would do well to learn from godly mothers. The passage of the
virtuous woman in Proverbs 31 shines the light on women of
great character. These characteristics, however, are to be
embodied by everyone. We should put others first. We should be
productive during the wakening hours of the day. We should
desire the best for others and be willing to sacrifice our own
ambitions for the sake of others. We should find joy in serving
others. These characteristics of a virtuous woman, ought to be
characteristics which embody the bride of Christ— the church!

So— thank you mom! Thank you for being an example of
unconditional love and selflessness. Thank you to all the moms
who are examples of Christ-like living. May each day be a day in
which your children rise up and call you blessed!
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A PRAYER
OF
DAVID

BY:
ELDER EMERSON PROCTOR
(BETHESDA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST)
WADLEY, GA




Psalm 141:1-2

“A Psalm of David. LORD, I cry unto thee: make

haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry

unto thee. Let my prayer be set forth before thee

as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the

evening sacrifice.”

These verses give us a great example of the
prayers of David. They express something of
how David approached God in his deepest
needs. These two verses seem to form a unit and
give us two different vantage points of what

prayer is like and what it is to be.

Verse 1 gives a very straightforward

expression of prayer. “Lord, I cry unto thee,” he
says very simply. This expresses the fervency of
his prayer. It is not a ritual, it is not a ceremony. It
is a cry which emanates from the depths of the
soul. It is a cry which comes out of his own
distress, out of his own weakness. It comes up to
the throne of God, Who is able to relieve his
suffering. That is the very essence of prayer. It

was in this vein that James wrote, “The effectual

fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”

each other. “Our prayer and God's mercy are like

two buckets in a well; while one ascends, the other

descends. (Ezekiel Hopkins, Charles H. Spurgeon,
The Treasury of David, Six Volumes, VI, 311).

Finally, he says, “Give ear unto my voice
when I cry unto thee.” This is a further desire that

God would be inclined to look with favor upon
him, that He would indeed hear not only his
voice, but that the Lord would hear his plea.
Again, the essence of prayer is that God will be
inclined to hear my cries unto Him with a sense

of compassion for me.

Then in verse 2, the same thoughts about
prayer are set forth in the imagery of Old
Testament worship in the Tabernacle and the

Temple. “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as

incense.” This is a request that the prayer of the
Psalmist will come up before God as a pleasant
fragrance. His prayer was that something would
be mingled with his requests which would make

them acceptable to the Lord.

Further, he asked that “the lifting up of my
hands (would be) as the evening sacrifice.” The

(James 5:16b). It is the believing prayer of the
penitent soul. It is the fervent, sincere, heartfelt

prayer, which avails with God.

He further says, “Make haste unto me.” It is
the desire of his heart that God would hear him
and that He will give heed to his cry. This also is

the nature of prayer. It is not only the need for
God to be favorably inclined to him, but that He
would indeed hear his voice. Look at these two

expressions: “make hast unto me. . . I cry unto

thee.” There is immediacy to his prayer. His
needs and God’s mercy are in close proximity to

lifting up of the hands was meant to symbolize
the flight of his prayers up to the very chambers
of heaven, up into the very dwelling place of
God. Further than that, he desired that his prayer
would be as the evening sacrifice. The Psalmist
recognized that sacrifice was needed in order to
make his requests acceptable with God. His
prayer was that his requests would indeed be
brought to the mind of God along with that
which would make them acceptable to the living
God. That is to say, they must be attended by the

intercession and the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus



Christ. This whole concept seems to come from

the actions of the High Priest on the Annual Day
of Atonement. Leviticus 16:12-13 “(12) And he
shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire
from off the altar before the LORD, and his

hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and
bring it within the veil. (13) And he shall put the

offering was sprinkled on the horns of both on the
great day of annual atonement. Morning and evening,

as soon as the sacrifice was offered, the censer poured

forth its fragrant contents, so that the perpetual in-

cense within ascended simultaneously with the perpet-

ual burnt-offerings outside. Without the live coals

from of the sacrificial altar, the sacred incense could

incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the
cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat

that is upon the testimony, that he die not:.”

It is a combination of what was on the altar
of burnt-offering with what was on the altar of
incense, and bringing it within the vail to cover
the mercy seat. One writer, whom Spurgeon
quoted in his marvelous commentary on Psalms,

comments on this as follows:

The altar of incense stood in the closest connection
with the altar of burnt-offerings. The blood of the sin-

not be kindled; and without the incense previously fill-

ing the holy place, the blood of atonement from the al-

tar of burnt-offering could not be sprinkled on the

mercy-seat. Beautiful and expressive of the perfect sac-

rifice and the all-prevailing intercession of Jesus - of

intercession founded upon atonement, of atonement

preceded and followed by intercession! Beautiful and

expressive type, too, of the prayers of believers kindled

by the altar-fires of Christ’s sacrifice, and perfumed by
his merits! (Hugh Macmillan in The Treasury of
David, VI, 314.)



This is seen in those mystic visions of John
in the Book of Revelation. Revelation 8:3-4;“(3)
And another angel came and stood at the altar,

having a golden censer; and there was given unto

brews. Hebrews 4:14-16; “(14) Seeing then that
we have a great high priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast
our profession. (15) For we have not an high

him much incense, that he should offer it with the

priest which cannot be touched with the feeling

prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which

of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted

was before the throne. (4)And the smoke of the

incense, which came with the prayers of the

saints, ascended up before God out of the angel’s

like as we are, yet without sin. (16) Let us

therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,

that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help

hand.”

This is a most precious thought for one who
comes before God with strong cryings and tears.
Here is that which encourages the believer to lift
up his cries to God. They indeed do come up to
His throne with the sweet smell of incense, a
most pleasant odor. They come up to God with
the pleadings and the intercession of our blessed
Lord, Who offered His own blood on the altar of
burnt-offerings as a sacrifice for our sins. He is at
the right hand of the throne of God, making
intercession for us. That is what makes our poor
prayers, so often offered mistakenly, so haltingly,
sometimes misplaced. It is the intercession of the
Lord Jesus that makes them acceptable. No
wonder we are to offer them in the Name of our
Lord Jesus Christ! That is no mere ritual or
ceremony. It is the pouring out of our poor
prayers unto God in the sweet Name of our Lord
Jesus Who makes intercession for us at the throne
of God that that makes them acceptable and in
Whose name He hears those prayers.

That is why we can make our cry unto God.
That is why we can believe that the God of
heaven does indeed hear our cries, and He is

ready to be merciful. That is why we never tire of

re-peating this great passage from the Book of He-

in time of need.”

Blessed Savior, be my guide,
Keep me ever near Thy side;
Lest from Thee I go astray,
Gently lead me all the way.
Guide me blessed Savior,
Give me strength from each day
On the way to heaven, Gently

lead me all the way.

Elder William H. Crouse



PRIME THE PUMP

BY:
BILL JONES
MEMBER OF
LANES PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
STILSON, GA




The other day an old song came to mind. I
don’t remember it exactly, but it’s a story song
with a line that says, “You Have to Prime the
Pump.” It describes a water pump in a small
clump of trees in the desert. It was the old type
that you had to pump by hand, and there was a
can filled with water hanging from the spout.

For those of you too young to remember, if
that type of pump sits for a long time without
use, you have to pour water down the pipe in
order to make it seal and bring the water up from
the ground. That’s “priming the pump.” The
person who would come upon it after having
been through the desert would have a strong
urge to grab the can and gulp down the water.

But there was a sign on the pump that, in
effect, said “You may be thirsty and want to
drink this water, but if you use this water to
prime the pump, you can have all you want to
drink and plenty more to take with you. And,

you can then fill the can for the next person.”

So, it really is a song about faith. It would
take faith to pour the water into the pump rather
than drinking it. It would take faith to look to the
future rather than look for a quick drink of water.
It would take faith to think of others who would

come later and need the water as we did.

The familiar verse of Hebrews 11:1 says:
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.” And, verse 11:6
says: “But without faith it is impossible to please
Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that
He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that

diligently seek Him.”

We make decisions each day that have short
and long-term consequences. We can decide for
short-term gratification and take what seems the
easy way, or we can decide for the long-term
good for others and us. It will always come down
to whether we trust in God and are obedient to
Him. We must “believe that He is” and diligently
seek Him, and He will reward us with “all spiri-
tual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”
(Ephesians 1:3).

As the Hymn says, we have to “Trust and Obey.”
As the Scriptures say, we have to walk by faith.

And, as this old song says, we have to believe
enough to “prime the pump.”

Bro. Bill Jones is a member and deacon
of the Lanes Church in Stilson, GA.
This article appears in his book, “I Was
Thinking The Other Day About... Ponder-
ing Life Through The Eyes Of A Christian
Man.” This book is available through

Amazon.

(Click Here To Find It)



http://www.amazon.com/Was-Thinking-Other-Day-About/dp/0990475107/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1462026840&sr=8-1&keywords=I+was+thinking+the+other+day
http://www.amazon.com/Was-Thinking-Other-Day-About/dp/0990475107/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1462026840&sr=8-1&keywords=I+was+thinking+the+other+day
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Progressive Primitive Baptist

«: Southern States Bible Conference __
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Where:
Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island, GA
When:
July 11 - 14, 2016
Theme:
Behold The Lamb

Eight Gospel Messages, Three Seminars (Presented 3 times), Spiritual Singing (Congrega-
tional and Specials), Program and Activities for Youth, Exhibits of Church and Denomina-
tional Events, Pickin’ and Praisin’ each evening,

& Christian Fellowship. All enjoyed in a beautiful and Christian environment.

“The Band Kelly” will begin out conference on Monday evening with a program of Blue-
grass, Gospel, and Old Standards music. A love offering will be taken.

Registration forms and information can be found at:

wWww.progressivepb.org

www.statesboropbc.org

www.atlantaprimitivebaptistchurch.org

For more information:

Rufus ‘R.L.” Akins, Kasey Hagan,
(Chairman) (Treasurer)
275 John Daniel Lane 5843 Highway 83 South
Statesboro, GA 30458 Culloden, GA 31016
(912)-682-8188 (912)-618-0083

rufusakins@gmail.com kaeyh27@gmail.com
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Progressive Primitive Baptist
Library & Archives

Our Purpose

It is the purpose of the Progressive
Primitive Baptist Library and Archives to
collect and preserve historical materials
relating to the history and heritage of our
Primitive Baptist people, and in particular,
that of the Progressive Primitive Baptists. We
believe that it is of vital importance to
preserve those materials so that the coming
generation may be able to understand just
how came to the place we now occupy. It is
only in that way that we can overcome the
obstacles that stand in the way of going
forward in acceptable service to our great
God.

We have made considerable progress in
collecting many pieces of historical
information and making them accessible to
any of our people who may wish to pursue an
understanding of our history. Our facility is
open to anyone who might wish to come and
do research relating to our history. To do so,
just call and let us know when you would like
to come, since someone is not at the facility at
all times. Just call (912) 690-2790.

Materials Available

A sampling of materials we have in the Library and

Archives is as follows:

We have about 2000 books of Church History,
Theology, and Biography.

We have a great variety of Association Minutes,

mostly from Georgia, but also from several other

states.
We have numerous Religious Periodicals and
Historical Journals covering periods from the

mid-1800s to the Present.

Continuing Needs

Our collection is far from complete, and we

continue to seek additional historical materials to

add to our collection.

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator
8 South Zetterower Ave.
Statesboro, GA 30458
(912)-489-5762
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Comfort Chapel Church
Waycross, GA

Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in
Waycross. We have been involved in many events
and activities since our last report. We hosted the
quarterly union meeting January 31. Elder Keith
Tillman of the Jesup Church brought the evening
message from God’s Word. Afterwards, we
enjoyed a time of food and fellowship. The union
meeting is composed of Jesup, Lake Chapel,
Salem and Comfort Chapel. We observed the
death, burial and resurrection of our Saviour
with a series of services in March. We came
together for our annual communion and
footwashing observance on Thursday night,
March 24. We also held our first-ever Good
Friday service March 25, reflecting on the Lord’s
sacrifice for us through Scripture reading and
hymns. We held our sunrise service at Elder Mike
DeVane’s home Resurrection Sunday morning,
March 27. Afterwards, we enjoyed breakfast and
a time of fellowship together. The day’s activities
closed out with our morning worship on
Resurrection Sunday. Our pastor, Elder Jason
Deal, has recently accepted the pastoral care of
the church for another year. Comfort Chapel is
looking forward to co-hosting this year’s
Southern States Bible Conference. We will co-host
with the Lake Chapel Church. We encourage
everyone from our sister churches to come and be
with us. We are thankful to God for His many
blessings. If you are ever in our area, please come

by and worship with us.

First Church
Augusta, GA

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in
Christ. We, at the First Church, continue to
receive abundant blessings in our regular
services and monthly activities. These past
months, our Wednesday night studies have
included "Some Answers and Reasons and A
Study of the Faith", and "A Light Unto My Path;
Duties of Church Membership". Our ice cream
social was held in August with everyone
enjoying a variety of flavors. In the Fall Revival
Meeting in October, Elder Kurt Bacon brought us
spirit-filled messages each night. Our Christmas
season celebration included the annual banquet
sponsored by the Bible Study where we enjoyed
delicious food and fun in exchanging gifts. The
First Sunday dinner in February had a Valentine
Day theme with the annex colorfully decorated.
Also during this month, we welcomed Bennie

and Sandra Harbin into our church family.

In March, we celebrated the Church's 55th
anniversary with special music and messages
along with the church roll call followed by a
fellowship dinner. Thursday night before Easter,
we met for communion and the washing of the
saints' feet. On Easter morning, we came together
for sunrise services followed by breakfast
prepared by the Men's Brotherhood. Afterwards,
we gathered in the sanctuary for the morning
service which was a wonderful conclusion to our
Easter day. Blessings to all and please visit us if

you are in the Augusta area.

Ramah Church
Barnesville, GA

Ramabh rejoiced when the Presley family,

Valerie, Brianna, Brooke and Nate came forward
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seeking a home in the church. They are very
precious to us and we pray we will be a blessing
to them. We also welcomed three new additions
to our church recently; Donald Benson Haddock,
son of Blake and Kimberly Haddock; Blaze Luck
Smith, son of Michael and Heather Smith; and
Amber Ruth Mobley, daughter of Travis Mobley
and Lisa Pippin. Babies are always a wonderful
blessing in the church! We gathered March 4th for
the ordination service of Brothers Michael
McMillan and Steve White to the office of deacon.
Please join us in upholding these men in prayer
as they labor to serve the church. Brother Kurt
has been teaching from the book of Ecclesiastes
on Wednesday nights, a very thought provoking
and self-examining study. Sister Sherry Farr has
begun a new class for teen girls, studying from
the book “Real Girls”. All teen girls are welcome
to join on Sunday mornings at 10:00 AM. The
youth presented “Christ Is Risen — A Simple
Easter Musical” on March 20. We are so thankful
for our young folks” passion and love for Jesus!
We gathered to remember our Lord’s broken
body, shed blood and His humble service to His
disciples at communion and foot washing service
on March 24. Please join us for worship

whenever you are able

Faith Church
Savannah, GA

Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in
Christ! The month of May will be busy for us
here at Faith Church. Our Faith Fellowship Circle
will have their annual Garage sale on May 6th
and 7th. In conjunction with the Garage sale we

also will sell cooked Boston Butts. May also is the

month for our Spring Meeting. This year our
former pastor, Elder David Summerford, will be
preaching on Friday evening, May 13 at 7:00 PM
and on Saturday morning May 14 at 11:00 AM.
We invite our sister churches to come and
worship with us. Refreshments will be served

following the Friday evening service.

On Sunday May 15th, the church will
celebrate Homecoming. Following the 11:00 AM
worship service, lunch will be served in the
Annex. Come join us in worship whenever you
visit Savannah. We are located at 3212 Bee Rd. We
pray for the blessings of our LORD to be upon
our sister churches as they proclaim the glorious

gospel of our Savior!

Statesboro Church
Statesboro, GA

The Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church would
like to extend to each of you a cordial invitation
to come and worship with us in our upcoming
Spring Meeting which will begin on Sunday, May
Ist and continue through Wednesday, May 4th.
Our normal Sunday worship hours will be ob-
served. Weekday services will be held each morn-
ing at 10:30 and each evening at 7:00. On Wednes-
day we will have our Visitor's Day with lunch fol-
lowing the worship service. This will conclude
the meeting. Elder Pat McCoy, pastor of the At-
lanta Primitive Baptist Church, will be our guest

minister.
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The Sin Of Omission
(Margaret E. Sangster)

It isn’t the thing that you do,
It’s the thing that you leave undone
That gives you a bit of heartache
At the setting of the sun.

The tender word forgotten,
the letter you didn’t write,

The flowers you didn’t send;
Are you remembering at night?

The stone you might have lifted
Out of a brother’s way,
The bit of heartfelt counsel
You were hurried too much to say;
The loving touch of the hand,
The gentle winning tone,
Which you had no time nor thought for,
With troubles enough of your own.

These little acts of kindness
So easily out of mind;
Those chances to be angels
Which we poor mortals find;
They come in night and silence,
Each sad, reproachful wraith,
When hope is faint and flagging,
And a child has fallen on faith.

For life is all too short here,
And sorrow is all too great,
To suffer our slow compassion
That tarries until too late;
And it isn’t the thing you do,
It’s the thing you leave undone
Which gives you a bit of heartache
At the setting of the sun.



Memorial For

Elder John Shelton Mikell

Our Progressive Primitive Baptist
people have lost another one of its beloved
and well known pastors and preachers. Elder
John Shelton Mikell passed away on April 9,
2016 at the Southeast Georgia Medical Center

in Brunswick, Georgia.

Brother Mikell was born on May 26,
1926, in Brooklet, Georgia. He was graduated
from Brooklet High School, Brooklet,
Georgia, and received a Bachelor’s Degree
from Armstrong College, Sa-vanah, Georgia;
and a Master’s Degree from Peabody
College, Nashville, Tennessee. He also served
in the United States Navy during World War
II.

Elder Mikell was ordained to the Gospel
Ministry on June 25, 1953 at the Brooklet
Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia.
Thus, he served the cause of Christ for more
than 62 years. He was a minister who was

greatly beloved throughout the Progressive

Primitive Baptist denomination. As his
obituary stated, “His joyful smile and
friendly demeanor has greeted many of
God’s children in the doors of numerous
churches.” He served as pastor in the
following churches: Fellowship Church,
Vidalia Church, Brooklet Church, Valdosta
Church, Miami Church, Faith Church, Mt.
Union Church, Olney Church, Oak Park,
Georgia, Statesboro Church, Metter Church,
and Mt. Olive Church. He was an able
preacher of God’s Word and a wise pastor to
many people. He will surely be greatly

missed.

He is survived by his wife of 69
years, Mildred Waters Mikell; a son and
daughter-in-law, John Shelton, Jr. and Erin
Mikell; a daughter and son-in-law, Shera and
Joshua Smith; four grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren.

The funeral service was held at the
Metter Primitive Baptist Church on April 13,
2016, with Elders David Summerford, W. H.
Durrence, and Mike Newman officiating. He
was buried in the Brooklet City Cemetery
Brooklet, Georgia with Elders Paul Thomas

and Tom Deal conducting the service.
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CUNNINGHAM, W. Earl -

November 2, 1922 to March 15, 2016.
Bethel Primitive Baptist Church, Jennings, Florida.

HENDRICKS, Grant P. -

April 3, 1955 to February 12, 2016.
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter Georgia.

MIKELL, John Shelton [Elder] -

May 26, 1926 to April 9, 2016.
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

NUNN, Madeline Deas -

April 15, 1923 to November 25, 2015.
Bethel Primitive Baptist Church, Jennings, Florida.

For I am now ready to be offered,
and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
Which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day:
and not to me only,

but unto all them also that love his appearing.

[2 Timothy 4:6-8]
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Statement of Faith

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons
in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is,
sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will,
and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,
and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the
Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the
imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment
in hell forever.



