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The Goodness Of God

By:
Elder Pat McCoy

James 1:16-18



          In the mid to late 90’s people in the church began to use this phrase: God is
good — all the time — all the time, God is good. It’s easy to proclaim and to
shout aloud the goodness of God when things are going great!

          It’s easy to brag on Jesus when circumstances in our life are going well. It’s
easy to proclaim the goodness of God when our family life is almost perfect. It’s
easy to proclaim the goodness of God when our finances are doing well and we
just got a promotion at work. It’s easy to proclaim the goodness of God when my
church life is great and my relationship with the Lord is wonderful.

          But you know, just as I do, that there are times in our lives when we allow
our circumstances to dictate to us how we feel about God’s goodness. I mean,
where is the goodness of God when:

A tornado touches down in your community claiming 9 lives and destroying

100’s of homes and businesses?

A mother loses her baby after 4 months of pregnancy.

A loved one is seriously injured and is told they’ll never walk again.

A teenager is killed in a car accident.

You’re told you have cancer and only have a few months to live.

A friend turns their back on you, and you realize they weren’t really your

friend.

          My prayer: Holy Spirit of God, you are our teacher. Father, you know the
struggles that each one of us faces from time to time. Often, we begin to question
Your goodness. But as we look into your Word and as we look upon Your face,
may we be reminded of just how good You are. We pray this in Your precious
name. AMEN.

          Notice with me in vs. 16 of our text that James says, “Do not be deceived, my
beloved brethren.” That word deceived means to be led astray. James is getting



ready to talk to us about the goodness of God, but before he does this, he issues a
warning. He says do not be deceived; do not be led astray. Notice that at the
beginning of this chapter James is talking about trials and temptations.

          But as he moves from talking about trials and temptations, he reminds us
not to let the circumstances — the trials and temptations of this life — cause us to
be deceived or led astray or cause us to question God’s goodness.

          There are times when you will experience temptation and you may come to
God and say, “God, if you are good, if you love me, if Your intentions toward me
are good, then why do I have to keep struggling with this temptation? Why don’t
you just take it from me? Why must I keep fighting against this?

          The Word of God says, “Do not be deceived,” do not be led astray. Don’t let
that temptation fool you into thinking that God is not good.

          There will be times in your life when you’ll experience trials and heartbreak.
And you’ll look deep inside of yourself, and your heart is broken, and you’ll begin
to question God. It’s when we focus on our circumstances and allow them to lead
us astray that we say things like — “You know if you’re good and you love me and
Your intentions toward me are good then why am I having to struggle so much and
why is my heart broken? How can I possibly find Your goodness and Your hand of
blessing in these circumstances?” The Word of God says, do not be deceived. Do
not be led astray. Do not let the circumstances you’re in cause you to question the
goodness of God! And so as James talks to us about not being deceived, he gives
us some reasons that we can know that God is good.

          There are several reasons from this passage of Scripture that we are taught
that God is good. The first reason you can know God is good: because God’s gifts
are good.

          In verse 17, James writes, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above.” According to the Scripture everything good in this world is from God.



If it comes from God, it is good. If it’s not good, it doesn’t come from God. The
Bible says that every good gift and every perfect gift is from above.

          I want you to look at the word gift in verse 17. You’ll notice it’s used two
times, and it’s the same word in the English language, but in the Greek language
it’s two separate words that have a separate meaning to convey concerning the
gifts that God gives to us. The first word gift (every good gift) stresses the action
of giving.

          In other words, God’s intention, His motivation, His action in giving to us is
always good! Now that’s not true for us as human beings, is it? You and I can go
out and give someone a gift and yet not really have a good motivation in giving it
to them. We do it every Christmas! Am I right? You’ll go out and buy them a gift,
take it home, wrap it in some beautiful wrapping paper and place a bow on the
top, out of obligation or because you know that they are going to give you a gift,
too. So, your motivation is not pure. You are not giving from the heart.

          That’s the way we do things sometimes, but that’s not the way God works.
God’s motivation for giving to us always flows out of His love for us. So the usage
of the phrase, “Every good gift,” conveys the act of giving. Then the next phrase
says “and every perfect gift.” This second word for gift focuses on the thing that is
given. And the Bible says that every perfect gift is from above. Now that word
perfect means complete. We could say it this way: every completed gift; that is,
when God gives you the completed gift it will always be good. Sometimes we
don’t see the goodness of God in our lives, because we don’t see the completed
gift. We’re just seeing a part of it.

          And so, we wonder: God, how can all of this be good. Rest assured that
God’s Word says every perfect — every completed gift — is from above. And it is
a good gift because it comes from a good God.

          In Matthew 7:9-11, Jesus was speaking to His disciples, and He assures them
that God gives His people good gifts. He said in verse 9: Or what man is there



among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? (10) Or if he asks
for a fish, will he give him a serpent? (11) If you then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask Him!

How do I know that God is good? Because His gifts are good!

Chocolate Cake Illustration: 
Imagine if your children or grandchildren come into the house after playing in the
backyard. And as they enter the kitchen they look at you and say, can we have a
snack? And you say, sure! How does

2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour sound?
What about 2 teaspoons of baking soda?
Here are 3 large eggs — eat these!
Would 3/4 cup of vegetable oil satisfy your hunger?
How about a heaping teaspoon of baking powder for a snack?
Or what about 1 1/2 cups of well-shaken buttermilk to quench your thirst?

They would respond by saying “Yuk! We don’t want that! That’s gross!” But what
if you were to say, “Sure you can have a snack. Sit down at the table and I will bring
you a piece of chocolate cake!” They would be so excited, because that would be
the ultimate snack!

          Listen, sometimes God gives you the cake and other times He gives you one
ingredient at a time. And you’re standing there with a mouth full of stuff and
you’re thinking “God, if you’re good then why is my mouth full of this stuff?”

          And after He gives you each ingredient, He begins to mix you up a little bit
in the mixing bowl. You say, “God, if you’re good why am I getting so stirred up?”
Then after He has mixed you up a little bit, He turns on the oven to about 350
degrees and then He slides you in the oven. And you shout, “God if you’re good
why is the heat turned up so high in my life?”



          That is when by faith we look not at our circumstances — our feelings —
but we look at God’s Word — His Son — His intentions, God’s character, and by
faith we say God, I know that you are good and ultimately Your gifts are good.

          We can say those words which are recorded in Romans 8:28, “And we know
that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.”

          And we know the Bible says this. However, it does not say, “and we feel that
all things work together for good...”, because we don’t always feel that way. It
doesn’t say, “and it appears that all things work together for the good...”, because it
doesn’t always appear that way. But by faith in God and the Word of God, I can
say and I can know that all things work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are the called according to His purpose.

          I know that God is good today and that He is good all the time because His
gifts are good. But I want you to notice with me in this passage of Scripture a
second reason why God is good.

God’s character is changeless

          How do I know that God is good? Because His character is changeless.
Look again at verse 17 of our text. James says, “Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow of turning.”

          Look at how the Word of God describes our God. It describes Him as the
Father of Lights. He is the One who gave birth to every sparkling star in the entire
universe. He grouped those stars into their constellations. He assigned their
individual brightness. He framed the physical laws of the universe that keep those
stars in their courses.

          He sustains them day by day; He orders the motion of all the planets and all



of the moons of the solar systems and galaxies. He is the Father of Lights and He
knows you personally. He knows your first, middle and last name; He knows the
number of every hair on your head.

          Notice again how James describes our God in verse 17: He calls Him the
Father of Lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. There is
no variation with Him. The stars Change; they change in their brightness. But
God never changes, He never varies.

          Let’s look at what else God’s Word says about our Father of lights. The
Bible tells us there is no shadow or turning with Him. As bright as the moon is,
there are times when we see only its dark side. As brilliant as the sun shines, there
are times when it is eclipsed by the moon. It’s in the shadows. But there is no
shadow of turning with our Father — He does not change. The hymn writer said
it this way:

          Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
          There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
          Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
          As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be.

          God never changes! Now we change all the time. We are all changing! Do
you realize that at a cellular level you are constantly changing? Listen, you’re
changing! I’m changing at a cellular level. But the God we serve doesn’t change.
The Bible says, there is no variation or shadow of turning with Him.

          A Theologian would say God is Immutable — He never differs from
Himself. He is unchanging and unchangeable. He says so in His Word. He says, I
am the Lord, I do not change! (Malachi 3:6)

          Our God is not evolving, He is not becoming, He’s not becoming wiser,
because He already knows everything. He never takes notes on my sermons,
because He already knows everything! He never looks don on earth from heaven 



and says, “Oh my goodness! I never saw that coming! I had no idea that was going to
happen.” He doesn’t say that.

          He could never be more holy than He was, is, or always will be, because His
holiness is perfect. His power could never be increased or diminished because it’s
perfect power!

He is changeless in His character and that means if our God has ever been good,
then He will always be good. His character is changeless, and so when life is not
good don’t ever be led to question God’s goodness or His love or God’s
wonderful intentions toward you. He is good, and He is good all the time.

          So we can know that God is good because His gifts are good — we can
know God is good because His character is changeless, but we need to realize also
one more reason why God is good.

God’s salvation is sure

          Look with me in verse 18 of James chapter 1. Here James points to the
salvation we have in Jesus Christ as the ultimate expression, the highest example
of God’s goodness toward us. The Word of God says, “Of His own will He
brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of His
creatures.”

          Salvation through Christ is the greatest example — it’s the perfect example,
the forever example of God’s goodness toward you! If God never did anything for
us after His death on the cross, if He chose never to do anything for you after He
saved you, that would be enough to fully and forever prove that He is good to
you!

          His salvation is sure! Notice what the Bible says about this sure salvation.
Notice that this salvation is of His own will. Of His own will He brought us forth.
Nothing forced God to give us salvation through His Son. He wasn’t lonely, He



wasn’t deficient, He wasn’t lacking in anything, but simply out of His own good
pleasure, out of His own good nature, out of His own gracious heart, out of His
own love, He chose to save sinners!

          This sure salvation is of His own will, but not only that; this sure salvation
brings us forth. Of His own will He brought us forth. That’s birth imagery. That’s
the picture of a baby being born. Verse 18 stands in glorious contrast to verse 15
of this same chapter. Look with me in James 1:15. The Word of God tells us,
“Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,
brings forth death.”

           Sin brings forth death, but God brings us forth to eternal life! He chooses
to bring us forth. Notice also that this sure salvation comes by the Word of Truth.
Of His own will He brought us forth by the Word of truth. Here James is talking
about the Gospel message — the saving message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Those words that we find in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, “(3) that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, (4) that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures.” We heard that Word and believed in that Word
and by that Word God has brought us forth into a new life! He has shown us His
goodness by bringing us forth unto His salvation. By the Holy Spirit we are
conceived and born again. By the scriptures we are brought forth to new life.

          And the fact that God requires a second birth proves that our first birth
isn’t good enough. We see that illustrated throughout the Old Testament. We see
how God rejects the first birth but receives the second birth. He accepted Abel the
second born, not Cain the first born. He accepted Isaac the second born, not
Ishmael the first born. He accepted Jacob the second born, and not Esau the first
born.

          And He has announced in His Word that He requires a second birth and
that He has made the way for us to experience a second birth! We can praise His
name! His sure salvation has proved His goodness. Why has He brought us forth?
Why has He worked in our lives by the Word of Truth. Look at the end of vs. 18.



Here is why: that we might be a kind of first fruits of His creatures.

          The first fruits are the initial harvest that comes from the fields. And so it
was with these scattered, persecuted Jewish believers to whom James wrote. They
were the original, privileged sample of what was to come. They were the first
fruits, and today we stand in succession behind them as a further harvest from
God’s field. He has called us to take the good news of salvation, that sure
salvation, to whitened fields, ripened unto harvest all around us.

          One day His perfect goodness will be demonstrated when all of His creation
is transformed at His return. We know that God is good because His salvation is
sure.

          It’s so easy for us to take the gifts that God has given and to forget the God
who has given them to us. It’s so easy for us to stop looking to Him and start
looking at our situations or start looking inside of ourselves and to forget how
good our God is. But when we look at His Word and when we look at His
character and when we look at His Son who loved us and gave Himself for us
upon the cross then we will know that God is good. And so I say—God is good.
And you can say—all the time, God is good! 

He is good because:
His gifts are good
His character is changeless
And His salvation is sure!

Goodness Of God (Live)
Song By: CeCe Winans

I love You, Lord, for Your mercy never fails me
All my days, I've been held in Your hand
From the moment that I wake up, Until I lay my head
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God



Lessons Of Life
From First Samuel: 

Analysis of Chapter 6

By:
Elder W. Craig DeLoach



INTRODUCTION

          The Book of First Samuel is filled with wonderful nuggets of biblical truth,
nuggets that apply to our modern-day understanding of our Christian
responsibility. In preparation for this analysis, it would be beneficial to read
chapters 1-6.

          We will begin our analysis in chapter 6:12. However, to get the proper
sequence of events, the following is a short summary of the narrative as it unfolds
in First Samuel: It is important to follow the movements of the Ark of the
Covenant in First Samuel, especially beginning at the time it was taken by the
Philistines at the battle of Aphek. Since the Israelites had reduced the Ark to the
level of a talisman or lucky rabbit’s foot, God allowed the Ark to be taken. The
Philistines were polytheistic and henotheistic in their beliefs. They placed the Ark
of the Covenant in their temple for the pagan god Dagon (pronounced
“doggone”) in Askelon. As the Philistines were a seafaring people, Dagon was
half man and half fish. He was the fish god. In the morning, the Philistines found
their fish god Dagon toppled off its mount face down on the floor. They picked it
up and placed it again on its mount. The next morning, Dagon was once again
found on the temple floor, but this time his head and hands were severed upon the
threshold.

          God afflicted the Philistines with “emerods” and mice infestations. Emerods
is translated in various ways, but the King James Version is best. Emerods are
hemorrhoids, and the Philistines were miserable because of the hemorrhoids and
the infestation of mice. Mice are destructive and nasty, so it is no wonder that
they decided to send it to their sister city of Gath, who suffered at the hand of
God. First Samuel 5:9 indicates that “the men of the city, both small and great, and
they had emerods in their secret parts.” They then sent the Ark to Ekron.
The Ekronites did not want to suffer the same afflictions, so they decided to send
the Ark back to the Israelites because “for there was a deadly destruction
throughout all the city; the hand of the God was very heavy there” (1 Samuel 5:11).



          The Ekronites sought the advice of their lords and their priests, who advised
them to construct a new cart and acquire two milch kine that had just given birth
and had never borne a yoke. They were also advised not to send it back empty but
to make five golden emerods and five golden mice and place those in a box beside
the Ark of the Covenant as a trespass offering. Once completed, they turned the
milch kine, pulling the cart, loose to see if they would go to Bethshemesh.
Scripture states that the kine took a straight route to Bethshemesh to the field of
Joshua where there was a great stone and stopped before it. The Bethshemites
were reaping in the field, and when they saw the Ark, they rejoiced to see it for it
had been in the possession of the Philistines seven months.

          The Bethshemites took the wood of the cart and offered the milch kine for a
burnt offering to the LORD. The Levites took the Ark and the coffer with the
jewels of gold and placed them upon the great stone. Then the men of
Bethshemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices to the LORD
that day.

THE ROAD TO DESTRUCTION IS PAVED WITH GOOD INENTIONS

          The Bethshemites’ joy soon turned into great sorrow. They had violated
God’s sacred representation of Himself with His people. Their transgression was
two-fold. They touched and then looked into the Ark to view its contents. First
Samuel 6:19 describes the transgression and its consequences:

          And he smote the men of Bethshemesh because they
          had looked into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
          the people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men:
          and the people lamented, because the LORD had
          smitten many of the people with a great slaughter.
          (1 Samuel 6:19 KJV)

          The number in the King James Version is somewhat confusing.
Bethshemesh was a farming community. Its population was probably fifty
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thousand. If God had struck down fifty thousand and seventy men, it would have
destroyed the entire community. Perhaps it is best to notice alternative
translations. In the New International Version, we read,

          But God struck down some of the inhabitants of BethShemesh,
          putting seventy of them to death because they looked into the 
          ark of the LORD. The people mourned because of the heavy
          blow the LORD had dealt them.
          (1 Samuel 6:19 NIV)

          Therefore, the number of men that looked into the Ark was probably
seventy leaving some fifty thousand or so to mourn.

          Why did the men of Bethsehmesh look into the Ark of the Covenant? We
know that the Ark contained the Ten Commandments, the rod of Aaron that
budded, and a sampling of the manna that sustained them in the wilderness. It
seems it was with good intentions that the Bethshemites desired to see if the
Philistines had disturbed or taken any of those items.

          Once again, “The Road to Destruction is Paved with Good Intentions.” It is
time to pause and realize that God can take care of His sacred Ark.

          In Second Samuel 6, King David is attempting to restore the Ark to its
rightful place in the temple. However, on the journey to return the Ark, we read in
2 Samuel 6:3 the following:

          And when they came to Nachon’s threshingfloor, Uzzah
          put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it;
          for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the LORD was
          kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his
          error; and he died by the ark of God. (2 Samuel 6:6-7 KJV)



          There would not be a worshipping Israelite that did not know the restriction
God had placed upon the sacred items of the tabernacle and temple. To
comprehend this restriction, one must go back to the book of Numbers where
God outlines the restrictions regarding the sacred items of the tabernacle.
Numbers 4:15, 20 reveal these restrictions.

          And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of
          covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the
          sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the
          sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not
          touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the
          burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the
          congregation. . . . but they shall not go in to see when
          the holy things are covered, lest they die.(Numbers 4:15, 20 KJV)

          The point here is to notice how this may apply to the worship of our God
today. How often do we come up with some idea to worship our God in a way
that is not approved by Him? How many defy God our Lord’s directives
regarding homosexuality today? All one need do is review the teachings in
Leviticus 18 and Romans 1 and First Corinthians 6:9 to realize that any church
that emphasizes the mercy and love of God over His just demands are defying the
directives of God.

          Culture has decided that the God of Creation is wrong. Present day culture
emphasizes that it knows better than God; however, God said simply and straight
forwardly that He “created man in His own image in the image of God created he
him; male and female created he them” (Genesis 1:27 KJV). This abominable
humanist theology has even infiltrated many so-called Christian churches. This
abomination is done all in the name of mercy and love.

GOD IS HOLY AND HIS EXISTENCE IS GLORIOUS



          Did you notice what the Beshemesh community learned or, at least,
admitted? In First Samuel 6:20, we notice that “the men of Bethshemesh said, Who
is able to stand before this holy LORD God?” The holiness of God is an attribute of
His that no man can stand before. There are two essential aspects of God’s
holiness that need consideration there. First, holiness speaks to God’s otherliness;
that is, His transcendence. He is not like us. Pastor David Guzik states: “The
primary idea behind holiness is not moral purity (although the idea includes moral
purity), but it is the idea of apartness – that God is separate, different from His
creation, both in His essential nature and the perfection of His attributes.” The
Old Testament passage in Isaiah 55:8-9 expresses this transcendence:

          For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
          ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are
          higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
          ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. (KJV)
          
          God’s holiness causes us to recognize our sinfulness. Fallen men cannot
stand in the presence of the holy God and not recognize their depravity, their
sinfulness. Isaiah expresses this distinction in the sixth chapter of his prophecy. In
that moment of contact with the holiness of His Creator, the prophet states:

          Then said I, Woe is me for I am undone because I am a
          man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people
          of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the
          LORD of hosts. (Isaiah 6:5 KJV)

          It is difficult to separate the holiness of God from His glory. There is an
unmistakable glow, a shining, that we call the shekinah glory of God. This shining
points to His purity, His holiness. Moses had been in the presence of God and
experienced His glory. When he returned before the people, Scripture says that his
face shone for he had been in the presence of God (See Exodus 34:29 KJV).



           At another time, Moses wished to see God’s glory. God’s response was
“Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live” (Exodus 33:20
KJV). Immediately following that statement by God, He followed up
by stating:

          Behold there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon
          a rock: And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth
          by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover
          thee with my hand while I pass by: And I will take away
          mine hand while I pass by: And I will take away mine
          hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face
          shall not be seen. (Exodus 33:21-23 KJV)

          A. P. Gibbs in his excellent writing on Worship: The Christian’s Highest
Occupation on page 80 states that Moses “was allowed to see his ‘back parts’
(v. 23). This expression is better translated as ‘afterglow’” (Worship 80).

CONCLUSION

          As we move through the book of First Samuel, we begin to recognize that
the historical narrative can directly apply to our present-day Christian experience.
God does not change, and that which He effectively works in the lives of His
chosen people in ancient times is the way He works in the lives of His chosen
people today.



Church News



Providence Primitive Baptist Church
Tallassee, Alabama
March 18-20

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

You are cordially invited to our Spring meeting in March 2025. The dates are
March 18, 19 and 20, with services starting at 7:00pm each evening. Our guest
speaker will be Elder Marvin Paulk.

Please be in pray for Elder Paulk as he speaks the word God places on his
heart and to give us all open ears to hear and an open heart to receive.

God Bless You All.
Providence Primitive Baptist Church, Tallassee, AL

Reporter: Rene' McCulloch
Pastor: Richard Pinell



Ramah Primitive Baptist Church
Barnesville, GA
March 25-27

Ramah Church invites you to our Spring Meeting to be held March 25
through March 27. Our guest minister will be Elder Michael Farr. Services
will begin at 7:00 pm each evening with a covered dish supper to be served
on March 27 beginning at 6:00 pm. Please join us if you are able and be in
prayer for us and Brother Michael. Ramah Church continues to rejoice in
the Lord’s goodness to us.

We are so thankful for our pastor, Elder Sam Bennett and his most gracious
wife, Tina. Brother Sam has led us in studies in the books of Nehemiah, Joel
and Ephesians, and on Wednesday evenings we are digging into the book of
Revelation. Brother Sam is abundantly blessed with the gift of preaching
and teaching! If you are ever in our area, please join us for worship.



STATEMENT OF FAITH
          In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of
the Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London
Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that
confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of
God, inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the
Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are
coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes
man’s faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself
from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling
of the elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of
the church of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in
the Bible is immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our
Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the
washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed
by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under
the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be
raised, changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to
dwell in heaven forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be
raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.


