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The Good
Old Songs

By:
William H. Crouse

(1874 – 1941)

Editor’s Note: 

The following article, one of a series of such articles, was first published in the 
March 1, 1922, issue of The Banner-Herald. Written by Elder William H. Crouse, 
it is an interesting look at this great old hymn from a century ago. Elder Crouse 
himself wrote several hymns and was the compiler and publisher of the early 

hymnal of Progressive Primitive Baptists, The Pilgrim’s Hymnal. He also gives 
interesting facts of John Newton, the author of Amazing Grace. This great hymn is 

probably the most well-known and popular gospel song of all time.



 Amazing Grace
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound                            

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found:                                

Was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,                        
And grace my fears relieved, 

How precious did that grace appear,                              
The hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares,                            
I have already come: 

Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,                          
And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me,                                 
His Word my hope secures, 

He will my shield and portion be,                                     
As long as life endures. 

Yes, when this heart and flesh shall fail,                         
And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the vail, 
A life of joy and peace. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,                         
The sun forbear to shine, 

But God, who called me here below,                               
Will be forever mine. 

 We doubt if any hymn has ever been written 
that has been prized more highly or sung more by 
the poor in spirit, who have felt the sentence of death 
within themselves and experienced the free pardon 
and forgiveness of their sins, than this. It touches the 
heart-chords of all who have had a deep conviction 
of sin and learned by experience that nothing but 
grace can do guilty sinners good. In all lands and 
climes where the church of God is found this hymn 
is sung. It carries one back to remember the pit from 
whence they were taken. It gives us again a view of 
ourselves as lost and condemned by the law without 
God and without hope in the world. To the time 
when our eyes were blind to spiritual things and 
there was no fear of God before our eyes. Then it 
lifts us to the rapturous height of the Holy delight we 
experienced when we first saw grace and mercy 

flowing from Calvary and the crimson tide which 
could make the foulest sinner clean. When we were 
lifted from the quagmire of sin and condemnation to 
the mount of hope and could feel that Jesus was ours 
and we were His. There night was turned to day, 
sorrow gave place to rejoicing, despair to hope, and 
our eyes beheld for the first time the goodly land 
flowing with milk and honey. If we can remember 
the place, it will ever remain the dearest spot on 
earth to us. And what amazing grace! All unmerited, 
for we were enemies to God and dead in sin. With all 
the world we had become guilty before God. And yet 
through grace we were pardoned and cleansed and 
adopted into the family of God! How wonderful 
indeed that this grace should save a wretch like me! 

 The poet then carries us through our 
experiences of dangers toils and snares and ascribes 
every victory, every consolation and comfort, our 
protection, and the fact that we still live to sovereign 
grace. Nor is he afraid of the future; this grace will 
safely lead us home. O soul, can you lay hold upon 
it? Can you with confidence and assurance sing this 
line, “And grace will lead me home?” 

 Like David in the twenty-third psalm, the 
author travels the rivers of God's love until he finally 
launches out into the great ocean of everlasting joy 
in the bosom of God. When this tabernacle of clay 
shall be dissolved, and the spirit return unto God 
who gave it; when the sun shall no longer shine and 
the earth shall pass away; still, we will be secure. 
The same God who called us by His grace will be 
ours, and FOREVER! 

 Do you wonder that saints love the sentiment 
of this hymn, and delight to sing it? Is it any mystery 
to the sinner saved by grace that though many songs 
have been written and long since forgotten this one 
still lives? It will never die. I imagine that the arches 
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of heaven will eternally ring and echo with the 
sentiment if not the melody of this hymn. 

 And yet, strange to say, this song is not found 
in many of the modern hymnals, and where it is used 
it is usually given an obscure place in the back of the 
book. I have three sets of encyclopedias in my 
library and not one of them mentions this hymn in 
giving the songs of this author. I have four volumes 
which purpose to give a history of the most popular 
songs and only one of them makes any mention of 
Amazing Grace and but a few lines are given to it 
there. Some writers warn us to receive this author's 
hymns with great caution. 

 The devil has a hatred for the doctrine of 
sovereign grace. Man, unrenewed by the Spirit of 
God, rejects it. It is all too humbling to human pride 
and creature ability. The world would rather sing of 
human works and of creature merit. They deny the 
reign of grace and teach the Arminian theory of 
liberty of choice and that grace is made effective 
only by the performance of conditions by the sinner 
dead in sin. Many of the saints have been bewitched 
by the glitter and jingle of the worldly, trashy songs 
and are substituting them for this and other old 
hymns founded upon God's everlasting truth and the 
experience of the soul brought into the fellowship Of 
Christ's suffering and into the joys of a complete 
salvation. They seek to please the world and seem to 
think the church must die unless they use the hymns 
the world loves. What a mistake! Pure gospel songs, 
sung in a joyful, spiritual, and solemn way will reach 
the soul as nothing else but the gospel can. 

 Several years ago, the writer held an eight-day 
meeting for a fellow-laborer in a distant State. The 
Lord was good to me, and I preached with more than 
usual warmth and zeal. But the meeting was cold 
and the brethren were not as responsive as they 
should have been. The pastor came to me at the close 

of a service near the last of the series and said: 
“Brother Crouse, you have preached so sweetly and 
with such power and yet our meeting is cold. I can't 
understand it.” I said to him, “My brother, if you will 
lay aside those Arminian songs you are using as a 
bait for the world and sing the good old grace songs, 
we'll have a revival yet.” He agreed for me to select 
the songs for the next service. The first I selected 
was Amazing Grace. The leader threw his soul into 
it, the congregation took it up, and the house rang 
with “Grace will lead me home.” We next sang 
“What Wondrous Love is This, O My Soul.” That 
was followed by “The Home Over There.” The 
opening hymn was “In Thy Great Name, O Lord, We 
Come, to Worship at Thy Feet.” In my imagination I 
can hear them singing that song now. I am sure they 
prayed it as they sang it, and when they reached that 
line, “This house with grace and glory fill, this 
congregation bless,” I burst into tears, many others 
wept, and the revival was on. How I enjoyed 
preaching that day! God was there. Heaven came 
down our souls to greet and glory crowned the 
mercy seat. At the conclusion of the sermon, we 
sang as an invitation hymn, “Come Humble Sinner 
in Whose Breast a Thousand Thoughts Revolve.” We 
sang it to an old, old tune that I am sure few of our 
younger brethren have ever heard. Four precious 
souls came forward and were received into the 
church amid great rejoicing. 

 O there is power in these old hymns. The 
trashy airs may please the proud and the worldly 
minded whose devotion to our principles may well 
be questioned, but the good old free-grace hymns 
will reach the lambs and the sheep who love our 
cause and are hungering and thirsting for spiritual 
food and drink and seeking a place of rest. 

 When I was a boy of some ten or twelve years 
of age, my mother carried me with her one afternoon 
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to see a sick neighbor. He had been considered a 
wicked man and had seldom been found in the house 
of God. For several weeks he had been confined to 
his bed of typhoid fever. The doctors had given him 
up to die. They had had prayer meetings in his home 
and had told him what he must do to be saved. He 
was very fond of mother. When we entered his room 
that afternoon it was plain to be seen that he was fast 
entering the shadow of death. When he saw mother, 
his eyes filled with tears. He held her hand and said: 
“Aunt Jane, I am so glad you came. I have been 
wanting to see you. The Lord has been with me since 
you were here. I want you to pray for me, and then I 
want you to sing for me Amazing Grace.” Mother 
knelt by his bedside and prayed. O, God was in that 
prayer. Heaven was not far away. How eloquent and 
how full of the Spirit were her words! Then, in her 
own sweet way, (she did not know the notes) she 
sang the song. As she sang his face beamed with the 
very sunlight of heaven and great tears rolled down 
his cheeks. When she had finished, he exclaimed, 
“Yes, that's it. Amazing grace! Aunt Jane, it has 
saved a wretch like me. I'll soon be gone, but it will 
safely carry me home.” A few hours later he calmly 
fell asleep in death. I have no doubt but that he 
found the gate of heaven standing ajar and that he is 
now happy with the Lord. I know of nothing that I 
would rather have them sing at my funeral service 
than this, for I know if I am saved at all, I am a poor 
sinner saved by grace. 

 This song was written by John Newton, for 
many years a close companion of William Cowper. 
He was born in London, July 24th, 1725. He spent 
six years on the sea (from 11 to 17) with his father 
who was captain of a vessel. He became 
midshipman on a man-of-war but deserted. He 
became very wicked and profane. He was said to 
have been one of the most profane sailors that ever 
sailed upon the seas. He was shipwrecked and 

drifted ashore upon the coast of Africa. Here he 
almost perished of hunger, living for quite a while on 
the wild yams which he dug from the earth. He 
finally became a servant of an old negro woman who 
was herself a slave. With no fear of God before his 
eyes he launched still deeper into sin. Here God 
found him. His blind eyes were opened. Deeply he 
repented of sin. Grace so taught him his true 
condition that his heart was filled with fear and then 
his fears relieved as it revealed to him the 
blood-stained cross of Calvary and enabled him to 
lay hold of Jesus as his Savior. He leaped for joy. He 
was inexpressibly happy in the joys of salvation. He 
finally escaped from his captors and at last made his 
way back to England. Here he entered a university 
and studied Greek and Hebrew. He soon became a 
minister in the Church of England. In the church he 
served in London we find this inscription: “John 
Newton, clerk, once an infidel and libertine, a 
servant of slaves in Africa, was, by the rich mercy of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, pre-served, 
restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the faith 
he had long labored to destroy.” 

 He wrote many hymns. Some of these are, 
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds,” “Savior 
visit Thy Plantation,” “Glorious Things of Thee are 
Spoken,” and “Approach my Soul the Mercy Seat.” 

 He died December 24th, 1807, firm in the faith 
of sovereign, electing, saving grace. The grace that 
found him in Africa safely led him home where he 
now is happy with the Lord. 
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Musical Instruments 
And Hymns

By:
Elder Pat McCoy

Editors Note:

The following is the first of a two-part article taken from the message given 

by Elder Pat McCoy at the recent Minister’s School held at the Providence 

Church in Tallassee, Alabama. The subject of the Minister’s School was, 

“Hymns in Worship.” The second part will appear in the April issue. This 

article complements the previous article by Elder Crouse.



 Singing and Music have long been a part of 
man’s experience. The Bible gives us examples of 
how music and singing interact. The first mention 
of singing is found in Exodus 15:1 “Then sang 
Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the 
LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the 
LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.” 

 The ability to fashion musical instruments 
enters into God’s creation in Genesis 4:21 “And his 
brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all 
such as handle the harp and organ.” 

 In the 150th Psalm the psalmist wanted us to 
remember that music and singing are a way to 
Praise the LORD. And God’s revealed vision of 
Heaven’s Glory in Revelation 5:8-10 combines 
singing and music in God’s Heavenly Home. 

 The following are some select Scriptures 
which contain expressions of the playing of 
musical instruments:

• 1 Chronicles 23:5 - four thousand were 
gatekeepers, and four thousand praised the LORD 
with musical instruments, "which I made," said 
David, "for giving praise."

• Psalms 33:3 - Sing unto him a new song; play 
skilfully with a loud noise. Psalms 47:1 To the 
chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah. O 
clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God 
with the voice of triumph. 

• Acts 16:25 - And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed and sang praises unto God: and the 
prisoners heard them. 

• Ephesians 5:19 - Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

• Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord. 

• Revelation 5:8-9 - And when he had taken the 
book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders 
fell down before the Lamb, having every one of 
them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which 
are the prayers of saints. 9 And they sung a new 
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and 
hast re- deemed us to God by thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation;” 

• Revelation 14:2-3a And I heard a voice from 
heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of 
harpers harping with their harps: 3 And they sung 
as it were a new song before the throne, and 
before the four beasts, and the elders,....

 So, in the Old Testament, instruments were 
used. In Revelation, it says in Heaven instruments 
are going to be used. The question is asked, “WHY 
WOULD GOD ALLOW INSTRUMENTS IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT DAYS AND USE 
THEM IN HEAVEN AS THE SAINTS PRAISE 
HIM AND NOT ALLOW INSTRUMENTS IN 
THE CHUCH AGE?” 

Using Musical Instruments In Worship

 Why do some people believe that churches 
shouldn't use musical instruments? Why is this 
wrong according to some? There's a view of 
church life that says we should only do what the 
Bible commands us to do in worship. It is referred 
to as the Regulative Principle. Another view says 
we are free to do whatever the Bible does not 

7



forbid us to do. Now neither of those is completely 
clear, because virtually nobody only does what the 
Bible commands them to do. The Bible doesn't tell 
them what kind of shirt to wear. It doesn't tell them 
whether to stand at the front or the back when they 
preach. I mean, you could think of a hundred 
things we do in our worship that the Bible doesn't 
make clear that we should do. 

 And the people who say that we are free to 
do whatever the Bible doesn't prohibit have to 
come to terms with the reality that you have to 
work with principles. For example, preaching with 
a bathing suit on: the Bible doesn't forbid it, but if 
Pat McCoy walked out with a bathing suit on then 
I couldn't help anybody! And so you've got 
principles of helpfulness that you use. 

 I think this fear of using instruments was 
based on the regulative principle understood [in] a 
certain way that said that in the New Testament 
you don't find any instruments. "Singing and 
making melody in your hearts to the Lord" 
[Ephesians 5:19] is there, but nobody is playing a 
harp or guitar or drum. And I think that's a mistake 
to limit it that way. 

 Another reason why this decision was made 
is that accompanying music was considered an 
artificial way of arousing affection. They argued 
that God should arouse your affections, and he 
should arouse your affections through truth, not 
through the artificiality of sounds that make us feel 
good. 

 Well, there is a real danger in sounds, but 
goodness gracious, if you're going to go that route 
then you have to do away with singing, because the 
human voice can make a beautiful sound that also 
is emotionally affecting. God doesn't seem to be as 
afraid—whether with instruments in the Old 

Testament or voices in the New Testament—of 
possibly putting that stumbling block in our way. 
We just need to make sure that the accompaniment 
is suitable to the truth that we're saying and that we 
go through the sound and through the truth to God 
himself. 

Psalms: Worship with Instruments 

 The main pillar for the Biblical foundations 
of instrumental music in worship is the Psalms. 
When considering the Psalms and instrumental 
music, most instrumentalists think of Psalm 150, 
but there are actually a total of twenty-four psalms 
that mention the use of instruments in worship, 
either in the psalm heading, or in the text itself. 

Psalm 150 concludes the book of Psalms with a 
chorus of praise, including every family of 
instruments: woodwinds, brass, percussion, and 
strings: “Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 
praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him 
with the timbrel and dance: praise him with 
stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon 
the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high 
sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath 
praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD” (Psalm 
150:3-6). 

 Pipe, trumpet, timbrel (or tambourine), 
cymbals, harp, lyre (similar to the harp), and 
stringed instruments, representing all four families 
of instruments and all used in praise of almighty 
God! Even though this psalm mentions instruments 
in each of the four families, note the conspicuous 
absence of singing.

 Commentators on this psalm have seen this 
as undeniable Biblical support for instrumental 
praise alone. Psalm 33 is the first Psalm to mention 
instruments, and connects the worship attitudes of 
joy, thanksgiving, and praise with the use of 
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instruments: “Rejoice in the LORD, O ye 
righteous: for praise is comely for the upright. 
Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the 
psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. Sing unto 
him a new song; play skillfully with a loud noise” 
(Psalm 33:1-3). 

 Take special note of the latter half of verse 
three in this particular psalm: “Play skillfully with 
a shout of joy.” We are to play skillfully as we 
worship the Lord. The famous British preacher, 
Charles Spurgeon, comments on this verse, “It is 
wretched to hear God praised in a slovenly manner. 
He deserves the best that we have.” Let us 
remember this Biblical mandate to faithfully 
minister with excellence. 
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Revival

Revival has been in the headlines lately as there is much reporting of a “revival” going on in colleges 
around the country. This all began, so it believed, with events at Asbury University in Willmore, 
Kentucky. From there, it appears that other colleges have [or are] experiencing revival. What is Revival? 
Revival, according to one dictionary, is the “Renewed and more active attention to religion; an awakening 
of men to their spiritual concerns” (KJV Dictionary). 

In his book, “Revival,” D. Martin Lloyd Jones defined revival in this way, he writes: “We can define it as 
a period of unusual blessing and activity in the life of the Christian Church. Primarily, of course, and by 
definition, a revival is something that happens first in the Church and amongst Christian people, amongst 
believers. That, I repeat, is true by definition. It is revival; something is revived and when you say that, 
you mean that there is something present that has life. But the life was beginning to wane, to droop, and 
had become almost moribund; and some people said, “That is dead, that is finished,” because they could 
not see much sign of life and activity. Revival means awakening, stimulating the life, bringing it to the 
surface again. It happens primarily in the Church of God, amongst believing people, and it is only 
secondly something that affects those that are outside also. Now this is a most important point because 
this definition helps us to differentiate, once and for all, between a revival and an evangelistic campaign. 
(David Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Revival, 99) 

Now it is not our purpose here, as Editors of the Banner Herald, to cast any judgment upon what is 
happening in these places. A wise man has said, concerning what is happening in theses places, “it ok to 
question what is going on in terms of this being a true revival. It is also ok to question what is being said 
in the way of criticism of what is going on.” 

Often, one cannot know when true revivals occur until months and even years after they have occurred. 
With that being so, there are helpful articles found in the Free Grace Broadcaster, Issue #223 titled, 
“Revival.” You can find this issue on the Chapel Library website at, chapellibrary.org/book/ 
revifg/revival. 

We have included one of those articles below, written by a Scottish Presbyterian minister named, William 
Reid. He lived in the early 1800’s. Let us seek God, that He would revive His church today. WDRjr.
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Preaching For 
Revival

By:
William Reid
(1814 - 1896)



 Our matured conviction is that the great thing 
needed at present is not so much revival sermons 
or revival prayer meetings, as revival truth. As the 
very essence of that truth is “the gospel of 
God...concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom 1:1-3)—or, in other words, the testimony of 
the Holy Spirit (externally in the preaching of the 
Word and internally in its spiritual application) to 
the all-sufficiency and infallible efficacy of “the 
precious blood of Christ” (1Pe 1:19). That which is 
pre-eminently required in order to the general 
revival of religion is a full, clear, intelligent, and 
earnest utterance of the grand, leading doctrines of 
“the gospel of the grace of God” (Act 20:24). 

 True revival is not obtainable by merely 
preaching about revival, but by the constant 
proclamation of that all-important truth that is 
employed by the Holy Spirit to produce it—that 
“Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God” (1Pe 
3:18). He will prove the most effective preacher in 
bringing about a holy, deep, spiritual revival, who 
gives the greatest prominence to these three great 
facts: “That arose again the third day according to 
the scriptures” (1Co 15:3- 4). I am convinced that 
the reason why so many ministers exhaust nearly 
all their converting power (I mean instrumentally) 
during the first few years of their ministry, while 
some continue to possess it and finish their course 
with joy, is greatly owing to the former leaving the 
simplicity that is in Christ and betaking themselves 
to sermon writing about secondary matters, while 
the latter make Christ crucified their alpha and 
omega. Oh, that all the ministers of Jesus Christ 
would return, for a few months at least every year, 
to all the common texts from which they preached 
discourses that seemed to be so much blessed to 
awaken and save souls in the early days of their 
ministry! Were they to take a series of such texts as 

Matthew 11:28, John 3:16, Romans 1:16, 1 Corin- 
thians 2:2, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, 1 John 1:7, restudy 
and bring all the light of their reading, spiritual 
insight, and experience to bear upon the exposition 
and enforcement of them, [they could] preach from 
them with the Holy Ghost and a lively faith. By the 
grace of the Holy Spirit accompanying their 
preaching, the unconverted among their people 
would be immediately converted, [that] there 
might be a great and general awakening, and tens 
of thousands might be added to the Lord.(1) 

 It is also of vast importance to present “the 
truth of the gospel,” as the Holy Spirit Himself has 
presented it to us in “the word of Christ” (Col 1:5; 
3:16). It has been well said, “The derangement of 
God’s order of truth is quite as dangerous [as] and 
far more subtle than the denial of the truth itself. In 
fact, to reverse the order is to deny the truth. We 
are not merely to maintain both Christ’s work and 
the Spirit’s work in their individual integrity, but in 
their exact scriptural order.” We believe that the 
refreshing truth—“the blood of Jesus Christ, His 
Son, cleanseth us from all sin” (1Jo 1:7)—is the 
great central sun that sheds a flood of light on the 
whole system of divine revelation. Atonement by 
the blood shedding of Christ is the substratum of 
Christianity, for the sole ground of a sinner’s peace 
with God is “the blood of Jesus” (1Pe 1:2). We 
who were at one time “far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ. For he is our peace” (Eph 
2:13-14); “in whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph 1:7); and 
so, “being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood” (Rom 3:24-25), “we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
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stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God” 
(Rom 5:1-2). 

 In the Westminster Assembly’s Shorter 
Catechism, which is considered by all orthodox 
people to be an excellent summary of Christian 
doctrine, you will find the very same truth stated 
that we have advanced and confirmed by the above 
quotations and that we have been writing for 
publication almost daily for the last ten years. 

 The answer to the question in that catechism, 
“What doth God require of us that we may escape 
His wrath and curse due to us for sin?” commences 
with, “God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 
repentance unto life,” etc. Now, this shows that the 
framers of that symbol of sound doctrine were 
accurate in their conceptions and precise in their 
statement of the order and position of this great 
scriptural truth. They suppose an anxious inquirer 
desirous of knowing how he is to escape the wrath 
and curse of God due to him for sin; and do they 
say that the first thing he is to do is to pray for the 
Holy Spirit, and get his mind changed and his 
unholy heart sanctified previously to his believing 
in Jesus? No! The very first thing they teach the 
awakened sinner to do is to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and be saved (Act 16:31). 

 Now this is even more remarkable 
considering that, when laying down the system of 
divine truth theologically, they had placed effectual 
calling by the divine Spirit before justification by 
faith. There they speak to the intellect of the 
converted man and instructed Christian; but here 
the matter is reversed, when an anxious sinner is to 
be guided as to what he is to do to be saved, and 
we have faith in Jesus Christ placed before 
repentance unto life. [This is] showing us that they 
held—while we must ever acknowledge the 
necessity of the Holy Spirit’s work in order to the 

creation and exercise of saving faith—we should 
never direct an anxious sinner to look to the Spirit 
as his Saviour, but to Christ alone. Never direct an 
inquirer to seek first an inward change, but an 
outward one—a justified state in order to enjoy a 
sanctified heart, the former being the necessary 
precursor of the latter. 

 Repentance is, properly speaking, a change 
of mind, or a new mind about God; regeneration is 
a change of heart, or a new heart towards God; 
conversion is a change of life, or a new life for 
God; adoption is a change of family, or a new 
relationship to God; sanctification is a change of 
employment, or a consecration of all to God; 
glorification is a change of place, or a new 
condition with God. But justification, which is a 
change of state, or a new standing before God, 
must be presented to the anxious inquirer as going 
before all, for being “accepted in the beloved” 
(Eph 1:6) is the foundation and cause of all, or 
more properly speaking, the “precious seed” (Psa 
126:6) from which all the rest spring, blossom, and 
bear fruit. Consequently, the first and great duty of 
those who have to deal with awakened souls is to 
make this very clear, and to keep them incessantly 
in contact with the blessed evangelical truth: “A 
man is not justified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Jesus Christ” (Gal 2:16). 

 From all this you will observe, dear reader, 
that I am not settling the position that a doctrine in 
theology ought to hold, but simply dealing with the 
practical necessities of an anxious inquirer. Were I 
called upon to state my views theoretically, I would 
say they are described by what another has termed 
Jehovahism, “for of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever” 
(Rom 11:36). But [here,] I am not contemplating 
the sinner as standing before the throne of glory, 
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but before the throne of grace. I am not 
endeavoring to settle a subtle question in theology, 
but to give the practical solution of an urgent 
question of salvation. I am not attempting to lay 
down a system of divinity, but to discover the kind 
and order of truth divinely appointed and fitted to 
bring immediate peace to awakened and inquiring 
souls. And hoping to accomplish this most 
important end, I present “Jesus only” (Mat 17:8), 
“for he is our peace” (Eph 2:14), Who “having 
made peace through the blood of his cross,” (Col 
1:20), has come “and preached peace” (Eph 2:17) 
by His “everlasting gospel” (Rev 14:6) to them 
who were far off and to them that were nigh (see 
Eph 2:13). 

 The first practical step towards realizing and 
acknowledging the sovereignty of God is to “let 
the peace of God rule in your hearts” (Col 3:15). 
You may hold a sound creed with a proud, 
unbroken heart, and be more deeply damned on 
that very account. But if you wish to know God in 
all the glory of His being and attributes, you must 
grasp the manifestation of that glory as it is 
embodied and manifested in the person of Jesus 
Christ. You can know the glory of God as a 
Sovereign only by realizing His grace as a Saviour. 
For “God was manifest in the flesh” (1Ti 3:16). 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth” (Joh 1:14). “Neither knoweth any man the 
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal him” (Mat 11:27). 

[(1) I mean instrumentally – that is, the minister has no power in his 
human nature to convert anyone, but is God’s instrument to do so as 
he faithfully preaches the Word.] 
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GENERAL NEWS



New Church Clerk:

Grace Chapel Primitive Baptist Church has named me the new Church Clerk. My contact information is: 

Debbie Craig 
53 Peaceful Drive 

Rainsville, Al. 35986 
Phone: 256-426-5492 

Email: jumpingdaycare64@gmail.com 

Please update your directories to include this new information, including address and phone. No change in email address. 

THANK YOU. 

In Christian Service, 
Debbie Craig
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Ramah Church
Barnesville, GA

Ramah Church invites you to our Spring Meeting to be held March 28 through March 30. Our 
guest minister will be Elder Buck Grantham. Services will begin at 7:00 pm each evening 
with a covered dish supper to be served on March 30 beginning at 6:00 pm. Please join us if 
you are able and be in prayer for us and Brother Buck. The year 2022 was one of rejoicing 
and one of sadness for Ramah. We rejoiced in new members, Tom Sye, Matt Pilcher, Paulette 
Bunn, R J Schock, Saber Smith, Liam Haddock and Benson Haddock. Four of our new 
members, R J, Saber, Liam and Benson, are between the ages of seven and ten. We are so 
thankful for these young men and the faithfulness of their families. May God bless them to 
grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord. We were very saddened as we lost three matriarchs 
of the church last year, Sister Waunda Harper, Sister Florence Sye and Sister Katharine 
Simms. These faithful and gracious ladies are missed greatly but we rejoice that they are with 
their Lord and Savior. If you are ever in our area, please join us for worship.
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Southern States Bible Conference
Theme: Staying On Course In A Conflicting Culture: What Does The Bible Say?

Preparations are underway for the 2023 Conference, again to be held at beautiful Epworth By The Sea. It’s a perfect 
setting to pause and refresh, communing with the Lord and His people. It will be great! 

Your host churches, Northside and Atlanta, are busily working to maximize your enjoyment for the week. The Program 
Committee, chaired by Elder Randy Waters, are working on the Conference top- ics and presenters. Under the above 
theme some of the tentative sermon topics they are looking at are: 

About Living In A Hostile World * About Marriage And The Family * About Sexual Morality * About Racism * About 
Gender And Roles * About Materialism * About The Sanctity Of Life * About The Continuation Of The Earth And 
Universe * About Pandemics 

*Natural Disasters 
These topics could not be more timely. We will also have an interactive session of some fashion. And, as requested by 
many of you, we will build a little more “free time” into the schedule. 

A word about costs: It’s no secret that the price of just about every- thing has risen sharply over the past year. So the 
Conference fees this year will be....LOWER! Yes, the rates are 2-5% lower depending on building preference. Epworth 
has given us their best “Honorary Methodist” rates! 

Registration www.progressivepb.org/2023-southern-states-bible-conference.html. A form was also printed in the 
February issue of the Banner Herald. Please send the form to Treasurer Kasey Hagan, the sooner the better so plans can 
be finalized. I look forward to welcoming you to Epworth this July! 

Darryl Harris, Chairman
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Music Workshop
Camp Hillview
July 18 – 21, 2023
Theme: I Will Not Be Silent, I Will Praise Psalms 30:12, Psalms 69:30

Make plans now to join us for the 61st annual Primitive Baptist Music Workshop! Our worship services, study, choral 
presentations and other activities will center around the words of the psalmist who proclaims what those who love the 
Lord will not do and what we will do. We look forward to a wonderful week of fellowship as we strive to enhance our 
knowledge of music and worship. 

Register Now! 
Full -time Workshopper/Joyshopper...$130.00 Second Family Member.... $120.00 
Third Family Member.... $110.00 

Part Time Workshopper/Joyshopper... $45.00/Day 

Nursery... $100.00 or $35.00/Day

More information can be found by clicking the following link: 
https://www.progressivepb.org/music-workshop-2023.html
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Obituaries

BENNETT, Killis –
January 4, 1933 to December 16, 2022

Culloden Primitive Baptist Church, Culloden, Georgia.

PIERSON, Clarene –
January 28, 1947 to January 8, 2023

Culloden Primitive Baptist Church, Culloden, Georgia.

TAYLOR, Judy Collins –
June 10, 1955 to February 17, 2023

Grace Primitive Baptist Church, Thomaston, Georgia.
[Sister Judy is the wife of Elder Steve Taylor] 



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the 
Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


