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And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called
unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt
thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of
Israel; Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians,
and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you
unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the
earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation. These are the words

which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.
Exodus 19:3-6

"... ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above
all people..." These are the words of the Lord. These
are the words of the Lord spoken to the people of
Israel, the descendants of Abraham. These are the
words of the Lord that describe what He thinks of
His people. Is this not an amazing thing to consider?
The Almighty God, of whom the writers of the 1689
London Baptist Confession of Faith said - "having all
life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself, is alone
in and unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of
any creature which he hath made..."(1) purposed to have
a people unto Himself whom He describes as a

"peculiar treasure."

Some 500 plus years before the exodus from
Egypt, God promised Abraham that he would be the
father of a great nation. God said, "And I will make
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth
be blessed" [Genesis 12:2-3]. Notice God said to

Abraham that a great nation would come out of him

and that in him "...shall all families of the earth be
blessed." So, from the passage in Exodus, one
understands the context of this phrase - "ye shall be
a peculiar treasure unto me above all the people."
This thought of a people having this unique status
before God, however, will come to have a double
application. There is a natural and spiritual

application.

The natural application is to be seen in the
descendants of Abraham at the foot of Mt. Sinai here
in Exodus 19. God's promise to Abraham is being
fulfilled. He said to Abraham that this nation [that
he would father] would be in Egypt for 400 years.
[See Genesis 15:13.] After 400 years, they would
come out of Egypt and enter the land of promise. It
was a land of promise because of what God said to
Abraham in Genesis 13. God said, "And the LORD
said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and westward: For all the land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever"
[Genesis 13:14- 15]. The natural application of a
people being a "peculiar treasure" is seen in the
blood descendants of Abraham who would inherit

the land of Canaan.

The spiritual application is to be seen in the
descendants of Abraham who are his children by
faith; for his true children are those who are justified
by faith [see Galatians 3:7]. Now with this Spiritual
seed, bloodlines do not matter. Only the possession
of Faith in God and in this promised heir to come
matters. Abraham, before he was circumcised,
believed God.



The Scriptures declare that it was because of
faith that Abraham was declared just before God.
Moses writes, "And he [Abraham] believed in the
LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness"
[Genesis 15:6]. It was not the physical act of
circumcision that made one a "peculiar treasure" to
God, but rather it was the one whose heart was
circumcised. It was always the one who believed
God and obeyed what God said. This is the apostle

Paul's argument in Romans chapter 4.

Please note, as well, that these people, who are
described as a "peculiar treasure" unto the Lord, are
those who not only believe in God and what God has
said, but they act on their belief through obeying the
word of the Lord. This is what God is saying to
Moses and the people in the text under
consideration. The physical descendants of Abraham
would be a "peculiar people above all the nations" so
long as they kept their obligations of the covenant
that God had made with Abraham; a covenant that

was republished at Sinai.

Sadly, what results in the centuries that follow
is that the natural seed of Abraham will fail
miserably in keeping their obligations of obedience
under the Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants. The
beginnings of their failure are seen just after the
words above are given. For as Moses was on the
Mount receiving the Law, the people had Aaron
fashion a golden calf, and they worshipped it;

violating the law concerning the worship of idols.

While Israel [the "natural" seed] would
ultimately be rejected as God's "peculiar treasure”
[see Hosea 4:6], the spiritual nation continued to

possess this favored relationship. Now this was not

because this spiritual seed did any works of
righteousness of their own, for the Scriptures
declare that, "The LORD looked down from heaven
upon the children of men, to see if there were any that
did understand, and seek God. They are all gone
aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none
that doeth good, no, not one" [Psalm 14:2, 3]. Well, if
the Lord saw no one understanding and seeking
Him, how is it that there would continue to exist

these "peculiar" or treasured people?

The answer lies in two words, two precious
words: Jesus Christ! Jesus, the anointed of God and
the One prophesied to Abraham as being the source
of the blessings of "all the families of [the] earth,"
comes into the world. Being both truly God and
truly man, Jesus did what Adam failed to do. Adam
failed to obey God, yielding to the temptation of
Satan in the Garden of Eden. Jesus fulfilled every jot
and tittle of the law, overcoming the temptation of
Satan in the Wilderness. Jesus achieved what no
other blood descendant of Abraham could. He
fulfilled the obligations of the covenant that God

made with Abraham and republished at Sinai.

Remember, God said to Abraham that one
would come from his seed that would be a blessing
to all the nations. God said at Sinai, "Now therefore,
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant,
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all
people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto
me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation." The
natural seed failed. The Spiritual seed does not fail
because Jesus did not fail in keeping the law and
honoring the covenant made at Sinai. Jesus said,

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the



prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled" [Matthew 5:17, 18]. Jesus is the
reason why we are accounted to be among those

who are the peculiar treasure of the LORD.

The last Sunday of this month we remember
the day in which the Lord entered Jerusalem for the
final time before his death. On that day, He rides to
the shouts of joy of the people. They shouted their
hallelujah's. This was a fulfilment of the prophet
Zechariah words: "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a
colt the foal of an ass" (Zechariah 9:9). You and I
should do the same! We should shout our
hallelujahs because Jesus rides into Jerusalem, not to
displace the rule of the Roman government as many
that day thought the Messiah would do, but to
displace the rule of sin and condemnation over the
lives of the elect. In the giving of his life, Jesus
permanently secured this relationship between the
redeemed and God; a relationship which is described
by God himself as a "peculiar treasure above all the
nations." When Jesus said those words on the cross,
"It is finished," he forever made the spiritual nation
of Abraham to be the eternal peculiar treasure of
God.

If you are accounted to be among the spiritual
seed of Abraham, what does it mean to you to be
described as a "peculiar treasure" of the Almighty
God? Your heart having been circumcised by the

grace and mercy of the Lord, how should you live

your life as one of God's peculiar treasures? Would
you live in willful disobedience to commands of the
Lord? In the words of the Apostle Paul: God forbid!
Would you deem to honor the grace of the Lord that
has made you to be accounted among His peculiar
treasures by absenting yourself from a local
assembly of fellow believers? How could such a one
designated as a "peculiar treasure" of God

metaphorically turn their back to God?

We all falter in our walk with God. We will
find ourselves in times of complacency and
compromise when it comes to our devotion to
Christ and to his church. However, one who truly is
of the spiritual seed of Abraham, having received the
imputed righteousness of Christ, will never be
content to live in such a sorry state of affairs; but
they shall come to repentance and then restoration
to enjoy this most wonderful privilege of being a

"peculiar treasure" of God.

Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the
highest (Matthew 21:9). Let this be our cry always as
we think of this One who is of the seed of Abraham
and who is the source for this great blessing we have
of being referred to by our Lord as His peculiar

treasure.

(1) 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith, Chapter 2, Paragraph 2.
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Historical Context

At the end of the book of Genesis, we find the
story of reconciliation between Joseph and his
brethren. Within this story, we see that a great
famine caused the household of Jacob to seek
sustenance within the land of Egypt. Joseph
eventually requests that the household of Jacob
settle in the land of Goshen. Then as we come to the
first chapter of Exodus, we see that there has been a
period of growth among the descendants of Jacob
within the land of Egypt. In the same chapter, we see
the rise of a king that had no remembrance of
Joseph and his work within the nation of Egypt. In
forgetting these works, this king called for the Jews
to be controlled and ultimately enslaved in order
that they might not rise against the Egyptians
through an act of might. Imagine the injustice being
shown to those by whom the nation of Egypt had
been saved. For during Joseph's life and work, we
see that he essentially led Egypt to remain stable

during an unimaginable time of famine.

Involuntary slavery was not the only injustice
being thrust upon the Jews, there was also the proc-
lamation given to the midwives among the Hebrews
to commit male infanticide. The Pharaoh, who
reigned during the period of time, demanded that all
male children who were born be put to death, so as
to end the continued excessive growth of the Jews.
As unbelievable as this act sounds, we find through-
out history, [especially within nations under the
authority of either a monarchy, dictatorship, or small
ruling class] this type of event seems to not be
uncommon. There are even cases of child sacrifice

throughout the Old Testament. In Ezekiel 16, we see

clear evidence that during the reign of certain
[Israelite] kings, child sacrifices had been ordained
under the worship of false gods. Not only do we see
these Old Testament examples, but we also find an
example of infant male genocide in the New
Testament in the story of Jesus' birth. King Herod,
fearing the loss of his power within the kingdom
due to the rumors of the [a] coming Messiah,
followed the same path as did Pharaoh in Egypt. So,
it is with these examples in history that we are able
to better understand the reality of this occurrence
within ancient kingdoms as well as under the
leadership of tyrannical rulers. Yet this is where we
find ourselves in Exodus 1, within a situation of
despair, grief, and pain for the large number of

families under this decree.

Between A Rock & A Hard Place

Exodus 1:15-16

"(15) And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew
midwives, of which the name of one was Shiphrah,
and the name of the other was Puah: (16) And he

said, 'When ye do the office of a midwife to the
Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be
a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter,

then she shall live.”

So, it is with this information that we must
approach not only the response of these two
midwives, but also the question as to how we
should respond in light of the laws of man and God.
The midwives, Shiphrah and Puah, are clearly told
by Pharaoh that it is their responsibility to fulfill his
decree by killing all Hebrew male children. This

wasn't something that hey would have considered



lightly. This decision was one that would've taken a
period of time in which they likely debated within
themselves as to what their response should be.
Unlike smaller decisions that we so often make,
[i.e... what movies to watch or even what to wear
tomorrow] this decision was one that caused true
angst. Though smaller decisions often seem to us to
be important and can often lead to stress. The
decision that these women faced was one that was
truly life or death. We must understand in many
ancient cultures, defying the king or sovereign
leader would ultimately lead to either [severe]
punishment or execution. Defying [a Sovereign's]
commands would have been something that most

citizens would never have considered doing.

Yet, here we have Shiphrah and Puah, two
women who not only found themselves in bondage
literally as slaves, but also in bondage ethically as
the executors of Pharaoh's command. It's as if they
were the definition of the idiom, "between a rock
and a hard place." There was ultimately no easy way
of avoiding a confrontation with either the king or
the people on which they were to perform their task.
For if they fulfilled Pharaoh's command and took the
lives of the male children whom they helped give
birth to, they would have certainly faced disdain and
the risk of being ostracized by their own people. If
they disobeyed the order of Pharaoh, they faced the
possibility of torture and execution. They truly faced
a decision that could, and eventually would, alter the
course of their entire lives. So, as we see the
command given to these two midwives, we must ask
ourselves, considering the whole context of

scripture, how should we respond when we are

commanded to do something by those who have

authority over us.

Let Every Soul Be Subject

Romans 13:1-2

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the
power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that

resist shall receive to themselves damnation."

As is painstakingly evident in Romans 13, Paul
makes it very clear that we should make a conscious
effort to do everything within our power to submit
to the authority of those above us. This is
considered good in the sight of God. Jesus even
points us toward the idea of obeying authorities. In
Matthew 22:15- 22, we have the account given
concerning the question of whether or not to pay
taxes to Caesar. Jesus said, "Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God
the things that are God's." So, according to the
Scriptures, we should make every effort to obey the

commands of those in authority.

However, we must consider there will be times
when submission to those in authority will lead us
to a similar situation as that of the midwives. What
do we do when we are faced with a situation that
gives us the opportunity to either do that which we
are commanded or do that which is righteous in the
sight of God? Does Paul truly mean for us to blindly
follow commands [of men] without regarding the
desire of God that [that] we pursue a Christ-like

righteousness within our lives? The answer to this is



no! To better see a righteous response, let us first

look at the response of Shiphrah and Puah.

But The Midwives Feared God

Exodus 1:17-21

“But the midwives feared God, and did not as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men
children alive. And the king of Egypt called for the

midwives, and said unto them, 'Why have ye done this

thing, and have saved the men children alive?' And the
midwives said unto Pharaoh, 'Because the Hebrew
women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are

lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto
them.' Therefore God dealt well with the midwives:
and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.

And it came to pass, because the midwives feared

God, that he made them houses.”

As these two women faced the decision to take
the lives of those babies or [to] put their own lives
at risk, Shiphrah and Puah stood for what was right.
Yet, we must understand their decision wasn't
simply based on logic, ethics, or even morality. It
should be clear that these philosophical and
emotional perspectives would have helped form
their ultimate decision. There was, however, another
driving force at play. Notice how verse 17 begins,
"But the midwives feared God." I love how the
Hebrew-Chaldean Lexicon translates the idea behind
fearing God by using the Hebrew term "Ya-ré",
meaning: "Having reverence for Him, the avenger of
wrong." This fear that is spoken of certainly points
towards a deeper emotion than that of simply being
afraid. It points towards the realization of who God

truly is. This fear is something that is so often linked

with the state of being in awe of someone or
something. Is this not the response that we all
should have; being completely in awe and
amazement at who God is, so much so that we focus
the entirety of our lives on how we can go about
honoring Him? It was because of a reverence and
devotion to God; a standing in complete awe of Him,
that caused Shiphrah and Puah to decide to stand
against the command of Pharaoh. With this
conviction, and the desire to honor God in word and
deed, these two midwives were willing to lay down
their own lives so that others might live. This type
of thinking would later be seen in Christ's own
words in Matthew 10:28 when he says, "And fear not
them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell." It is always beneficial to keep
this type of reasoning within our [own] decision

making.

Yet, while their actions were ultimately
honorable, I find it necessary to point out somewhat
of a critique as to their method of going about this
responsibility. Though we may see it as being
acceptable to tell a little white lie from time to time,
especially when there's the opportunity to save many
people from embarrassment, grief, or pain, we must
remember that even the smallest of white lies is an
act of rebellion against a Holy God. In all reality,
their method embodies the idea of trying to put out
a house fire by lighting a smaller fire elsewhere in
the house. Instead of telling the truth as to the real
reason for disobeying Pharaoh, they went a different
route. In standing against someone's disrespect and
disobedience of God, these two midwives

disrespected God. Yet, because of the grace of God,



though this action in and of itself deserved some
form of disciplinary repercussion, God saw fit that
these two women be rewarded for their stand for
righteousness. John Calvin puts it this way; "Though
these women were too pusillanimous and timid in their
answers, yet because they had acted in reality with
heartiness and courage, God endured in them the sin which
he would have deservedly condemned." So, considering
their incorrect method, God in his grace rewarded
these two women by giving them families of their
own while also allowing the Israelites to continue to

grow in number.

Keepers of the Covenant

As we see throughout the story of the
midwives, as well as throughout the rest of
scripture, when confronted with either obeying
authorities or obeying God, we should always seek
to obey God. Because of the love we have for God,
[a love] given by grace, we should seek to obey God
over any other contradictory command. I find the
words of Peter to be the most concise and direct
example of how we ought to respond to being given
the choice between honoring God or honoring men.
In Acts 5:27-29, facing persecution for preaching the
gospel, we see Peter's response; "And when they had
brought them, they set them before the council: and
the high priest asked them, Saying, Did not we
straitly command you that ye should not teach in this
name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon
us. Then Peter and the other apostles answered and

said, We ought to obey God rather than men."

When faced with situations in which we either

honor God with our actions or disobey him by doing

that which we are commanded by man, it should be
the desire of our hearts to honor our Father in
heaven. It should be our desire to see God exalted in
the decisions and actions made in our lives,
regardless of the outcome and repercussions that

may follow.

Through this seemingly small depiction of the
faithfulness of Shiphrah and Puah, we see that as
followers of God, our faith- fulness to him should
always supersede our desire to please the will of
man. Let us all strive to take a stand for
righteousness, giving honor and glory to God in

every opportunity granted to us.
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Mission Trip To Haiti

February 5-9 was a very exciting week for Elders: Sam Bennett, Walt DeLoach, Pat McCoy and David
Summerford. We were asked by Pastor Enock Deroseney to conduct a seminar for Haitian pastors. Our
theme was "The Five Acts of Salvation". Our scripture base was Romans 8:28-30. I feel God blessed us
abundantly to present nine subjects on the doctrines of grace beginning with God's eternal plan beginning

with His election to glorification.

There were fifty-two pastors present all day Tuesday. We had some wonderful discussion mainly on
two subjects. These were the two subjects we felt we would have the most discussion on and that was Total
Depravity and Election. But God gave us the wisdom to answer each question as they arose. The second day
there were 42 pastors present. What a joy to be with these brothers and worship with them. As we closed
the day they asked us if we would return next year and bring more teaching from God's word. The Lord
willing we will do just that. It is exciting to see the desire in the hearts of these brothers for the doctrines of

Grace. Please pray for us not only as we endeavor to present these truths in Haiti but also in Ukraine.
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THE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED

The Scholarship Committee of the Primitive Baptist Scholarship Foundation, Inc. announces that scholarship

applications for 2018- 2019 school year are being accepted from April 1 thru June 1st.

Article XIV of the Trust Agreement reads as follows: "Individuals who are beneficiaries of the income from
this fund shall be persons who have received a high school diploma or its equivalent and who desire to
continue their education beyond the high school level. In determining said beneficiaries, consideration shall
first be given to those persons who are associated with the Primitive Baptist denomination; provided,
however, the beneficiaries hereunder shall not be limited to those persons associated with said

denomination."

The amount of scholarships granted depends on the funds available to the scholarship committee.
Scholarships are awarded in the priority/order of: minister, minister's family, upperclassmen followed by
freshmen. The scholarship amounts within each category are the same. Applicants may be awarded a
reduced amount if the church they are affiliated with has not contributed within the last three years. The
committee would like to assist every applicant. However, this cannot be assured because the committee can

only award the interest earned on the principal each year.

Scholarships are awarded on an annual basis, renewable upon application and qualification any year
thereafter. Payments are made directly to the institution. The scholarship is divided into equal payments on
a quarterly or semester basis. Application for scholarships must be postmarked by June 1, 2018 or they will

not be considered and they must be filled out completely. Requests for a scholarship application form may be

requested either via e-mail addressed to: pbsf4learning@gmail.com or via US mail addressed to:

Primitive Baptist Scholarship Foundation
C/o0 Bama Newman
2006 Pippin Place
Statesboro, GA 30461
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2018 Preachers' Wives and Widows

and Licentiates' Wives Meeting

The 2018 Preachers' Wives and Widows and Licentiates' Wives will meet at CAMP HILLVIEW March 13th,
14th and 15th. We usually arrive Tuesday afternoon so that we can get settled in before the supper hour. We

would like to extend a special invitation to all of you wives who have not attended before.

If you need any further information, call Sister Sylvia Durden at (478)289-9228 Home phone or Cell
(478)455-2656, E-mail mitchell.durden@yahoo.com or Sister Linda Fussell at (229)423-5328 Home or
(229)425-3262, e-mail linda_fusselll@yahoo.com
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100th Southern States Bible Conference

Epworth By The Sea ¢ St. Simons Island, Georgia
July 9-12, 2018

Theme: To God Be The Glory

Information and registration forms may be found under 'events' on the website: www.progressivepb.org

Also, see the February issue of the Banner Herald for more information.
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Please Note two Licentiates were omitted in the 2018 Directory:

CARTER, Darren (Carla) JOHNSON, Matthew (Leanna)
324 Co. Rd. 453 1109 Co. Rd. 91
Collinsville, AL 35961 Pisgah, AL 35765
(256) 717-7131 (256) 601-1751
dce @farmerstel.com matthewjohnsonfyffe @ gmail.com
Mt. View Primitive Baptist Mountain View Church,
Rainsville, AL Rainsville, AL
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Obituaries

BARNWELL, Shelby -
October 14, 1939- February 3, 2018
Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

GROOVER, Benjamin -
July 6, 1942- February 1, 2018
Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

LEWIS, Elmer -
November 9, 1928 - February 15, 2018.
Jesup Primitive Baptist Church, Jesup, Georgia.

MILTON, Inman Leeroy -
April 27, 1927 - December 31, 2017.
Garden City Primitive Baptist Church, Garden City, Georgia.

SHUMAN, Kenneth Deal -
August 12, 1933 - February 8, 2018.
Fellowship Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia.

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his
saints. Psalm 116:15




In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man'’s faculties;
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and
the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is
by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of
Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and
service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed,
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and
body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to
punishment in hell forever.



