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THE 

MESSAGE

OF 

THE COLT

BY:

ELDER WALT DELOACH

(MT. UNION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST)

AMBROSE, GA



Introduction

! Matthew 21:1-9 presents an occurrence in 

Jesus’ life that most of us have heard or read     

numerous times, yet have not seen the beauty 

that lies just beneath the surface. As has proven 

true for me on countless occasions, continued 

study of the Word has consistently uncovered 

priceless pearls that have deepened my faith and 

validated Paul’s statement to Timothy that, “All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable . . .” (2 Timothy 2:16). The most          

obvious understanding of this incident that       

occurred just prior to Christ’s triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem, which for some time was my only 

understanding of it, is that it was the fulfillment 

of Zechariah’s prophecy in Zechariah 9:9). There 

is, however, a much deeper meaning here, and I 

pray you will be blessed by it today.

The Lord Knew What The Colt Was

! I begin by stating that the Lord knew what 

the colt was, yet called for it anyway. Some may 

see that as an unimportant detail, but in that 

seemingly unimportant detail, I find a great     

doctrinal truth. Under the Old Testament Law, 

we find that the colt was an animal considered 

unclean. Yet, we find a special provision made for 

this animal in Exodus 13:13, which states, “And 

every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a 

lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou 

shalt break his neck.” 

! There were two options for the colt; either a 

sacrifice to redeem the death sentence it was born 

under, or death. It is no coincidence that          

mankind, under the Law, is unclean (Psalm 51:5) 

and must also be redeemed from his death       

sentence. Any doubt regarding mankind’s death 

sentence can be erased by reading the concluding 

words of Exodus 13:13, “. . . and the firstborn of 

man among thy children shalt thou redeem.”     

Jesus knew what the colt was before He ever sent 

for it: it was unclean. He also knew what we were 

as well: unclean. This is confirmed in Romans 5:8, 

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in 

that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us.”

The Lord Knew Where The Colt & Mother Were

! I doubt it would be difficult to find a       

donkey on the hills and plains outside of            

Jerusalem. For that matter, it would not be too 
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“And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, 

then sent Jesus two disciples, Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straight-

way ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. And if any 

man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send 

them. All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was  spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye 

the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt 

the foal of an ass. And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, And brought the ass, 

and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. And a very great multitude 

spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in 

the way. And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the 

Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.” 

Matthew 21:1-9



hard to find a colt either, but this was not a colt 

selected randomly. Our Lord knew exactly where 

the colt and its mother were. This highlights the 

two-way street of the providence of God in        

salvation. 

! Consider how often our God’s sovereignty 

is seen on both sides of a situation. For instance, 

where there was an Ethiopian Eunuch, there was 

a Philip. Where there was a Cornelius, there was 

a Peter. Where there was Lazarus coming forth 

from the grave, there was the command from    

Jesus to “loose him and let him go” (John 14:44). 

When Peter was removed from prison by the    

angel, he was commanded to put on his shoes 

and cloak; the angel would not do it. In this we 

find that God commands men to do what they 

are able to do. We should never doubt that God 

uses men to accomplish His sovereign will. Isaiah 

55:11 explains this perfectly, “So shall my word 

be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not 

return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 

which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 

whereto I sent it.”

! When Jesus sent the disciples to retrieve the 

donkey and colt, He knew where they were; He 

knew they were alive; but He also knew they 

were still not free. The donkey and her colt had to 

be loosed from their ties to the world. This is true 

of us also. We have been chosen and redeemed 

by God, but we must also be loosed from our ties 

to the world.

The Colt Was Called For A Particular Service

! We also find that the colt was being called 

for the particular service for which it had been 

created. Before the Lord commanded the colt to 

be brought to Him, it was doing nothing. When 

the disciples were sent to retrieve it, the colt was 
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still doing nothing. It was only after the colt had been loosed and brought to the Lord that it would un-

derstand the glory of its calling: TO LIFT UP THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, the “Lamb of God, which 

taketh away the sin of the world” (John 2:29). 

! Are we lifting Him up today? We have been created to glorify Him, and we have been equipped 

to do so. Do you doubt the words of Paul in Ephesians 2:10 where the apostle states, “For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 

should walk in them”? There is no greater satisfaction any child of God will find in this world than lift-

ing up the Savior with the gifts he has been equipped with. Can you imagine being the foal upon 

which the Lamb of God was lifted up that day? There is great joy in the freedom we have in service to 

Christ Jesus for, as He has said, “. . . my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:30). 

Conclusion

! In closing, let me remind you that the colt was unclean, carried a death sentence, was tied to the 

world, and needed to be freed. Praise God! He knows us (Romans 8:29), knows our condition, knows 

where we are, and as that great hymn states, “He sought me, and bo’t me with His redeeming blood.” 

There is, indeed, “Victory in Jesus.”

My prayer is that we all strive to lift Him up daily in everything we do.
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THE DYING 

DECLARATIONS 

OF PAUL:

A LOOK AT

2 TIMOTHY

BY:

ELDER CRAIG DELOACH

(HARDWICK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST)

HARDWICK, GA



Introduction

! The last words of a dying man are afforded 

significant deference in courts of law. In the 

United States District Court under the Federal 

Rules of Evidence, for instance, a dying             

declaration is understood to be a statement made 

by a person who is now unavailable and who 

made said statement under a belief of certain or 

impending death. Dying declarations are          

considered credible and trustworthy in that there 

is a general belief that most people who know 

they are about to die do not lie. 

! As Paul takes up his pen to write Timothy 

this second time, it will be his final written      

communication. When he signs off, he will lay 

down his pen, and we will not hear from him 

again. Paul has been sentenced to death. He does 

not know the precise date of his execution, but he 

does know it is imminent (2 Timothy 4:6-7).      

Second Timothy contains, therefore, Paul’s dying 

declarations. This letter is no more credible and 

trustworthy than any of the apostle’s previous 

writings; however, as he is facing execution, he 

expresses some vital information, not only to 

Timothy, but to all who belong to Christ in the 

covenant of salvation. 
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For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 

fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 

but unto all them also that love his appearing.

2 Timothy 4:6-8



Background

! Paul was incarcerated at Rome on two   

separate occasions, both times during the reign of 

Nero. Early-on in his reign, Nero had little or no 

interest in provincial disputes. This lack of         

interest, it would seem, was the underlying cause 

of Paul’s eventual release after two years in       

Roman custody. Nero was a despicable               

individual. He was the “baddest” of the bad; he 

was “bad to the bone” borrowing lyrics from 

George Thorogood in his song by the same title. 

! Nero’s history of depraved, evil acts are 

well-documented. He was the adopted son of the 

Emperor Claudius. Nero’s mother, Agrippina, 

was determined that her son succeed Emperor 

Claudius to the throne. Nero embraced his 

mother’s passion, and in 55 B.C. he had          

Claudius’ 14-year-old son poisoned. Nero was 

not sympathetic to the possibility of anyone    

sharing the throne, and that included his mother. 

Consequently, he had his mother murdered. No 

one was safe, not even his wives. The disturbed 

emperor eventually ordered his wife Octavias 

murdered, and in 65 AD, he killed his pregnant 

wife Poppaea.

! Nero fancied himself a gifted musician and 

poet. It was his desire that his compositions be  

immortalized. As he meditated upon how this 

might be accomplished, he concluded that his  

music needed greater inspiration. In one of his 

more delusional moments, he decided that     

playing his lyre while witnessing a grand         

conflagration would be the perfect solution. At 

his command, Rome was set afire, and as the city 

burned, he sat on an elevated portico and played 

his music. Rome burned for six days. There was 

one problem, however. The burning of Rome did 

not endear Nero to the masses. 

! Nero, recognizing his dilemma,                  

immediately laid the blame on the Christian   

community. The result was an unprecedented  

persecution of Christians. Many believers were 

set afire and burned while others were thrown to 

wild predatory animals in amphitheaters, just to 

entertain the populace. The despicable Nero even 

allowed his gardens to be used for the purpose of 

exhibiting these inhumane tortures. As if to add 

insult to injury, at night, the crazed emperor      

illuminated his grounds with the flames of     

burning Christians.

! Paul was not present in Rome at the time 

these horrors were taking place. Paul was the    

acknowledged leader of the now hated Christian 

sect, and when he returned to Rome in 67 A.D., 

he was arrested on new charges brought by the 

Roman authorities. This time, his incarceration 

would not be as before. His first incarceration 

was more on the order of an in-house arrest (Acts 

28:30-31). This time, he was cast into the            

Mamertine Dungeon. Mamertine is a cold, damp, 

wretched place. It was a place reserved for       

desperate criminals. Paul’s trial was rather swift 

and his sentence was harsh. He was to be put to 

death. The apostle would not be fed to wild      

animals; he would not be crucified; he would be 

beheaded. This was a privilege afforded to        

Roman citizens. 

! When Paul wrote 2 Timothy, he had           

received his sentence. He was to be executed. He 

did not know when this was going to take place, 

but he knew it was imminent. Paul did not write 
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Timothy to cry on his shoulder about his upcoming death. He wrote Timothy to exhort and encourage 

him in his ministry. Although we sense a little of Paul’s discomfort and disappointment in the letter 

(See 2 Timothy 4:9-22), it is obvious that Paul’s desire was to lift Timothy up. To accomplish that, the 

apostle placed great emphasis on several areas of truth that Timothy could take to the bank. Paul is 

saying, “What I am telling you is the truth. It is as good as gold.”

Paul Emphasizes The Truth Regarding Timothy’s Gift

! Several times in Scripture, Paul compared the church to the human body. He makes such a     

comparison in Romans 12. In that particular passage, the members of the human body are compared 

to gifts imparted by grace “. . . according to the proportion of faith” (vs. 6). Every member of the body 

of Christ is endowed with some spiritual gift. In Timothy’s case, his gift is four-pronged. We can    

identify them based on the assignments Paul gave him. Paul wrote in his letter to the church at 

Ephesus that “. . . he [Christ] gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 

some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the         

edifying of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12). 

! When Paul left Timothy behind at Ephesus, it was his desire that Timothy “. . . charge some that 

they teach no other doctrine, Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister   

questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do” (1 Timothy 1:3-4). It is obvious, then, 

that one prong of Timothy’s gift is that of pastor and teacher. This is reinforced by Paul’s instruction to 
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Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:11 saying, “These things 

command and teach.” Timothy’s gift is not        

limited to pastor and teacher. His gift has two 

other prongs. He is also a preacher and an      

evangelist (See 2 Timothy 4:2 and 5). 

! The truth Paul is sharing with Timothy     

regarding his gift (or his gifts) is true in every 

other endeavor in life. A bodybuilder cannot 

maintain his strength and definition without his 

daily routine of lifting weights and proper         

nutrition. There is an old saying regarding      

muscle building: “Use it or lose it.” The apostle 

instructs Timothy to “. . . stir up the gift of God, 

which is in thee by the putting on of my hands” 

(2 Timothy 1:6). Timothy had been given the gift 

to minister at the highest level (pastor, teacher, 

preacher, and evangelist). That being so, Timothy 

is not allowed the luxury of neglecting his     

God-given ability. In fact, Paul had previously 

warned Timothy about this in 1 Timothy 4:14. 

There he writes, “Neglect not the gift that is in 

thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 

laying on of the hands of the presbytery.” You 

cannot neglect what you do not possess. Yet, the 

potential is always there for a gift to be neglected. 

A neglected gift will be diminished in its            

effectiveness. 

! “Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee,” 

Paul writes. A fire will eventually go out if it is 

not continually attended to. This is the             

comparison Paul is making. Timothy’s gift is     

likened to a fire that needs constant attention if it 

is to burn brightly.

Paul Emphasizes The Truth Of Salvation

! It should not surprise us that Paul follows 

his exhortation for Timothy to “stir up the gift of 

God, which is in thee” with the unadulterated 

doctrine of salvation by grace through faith. This 

grand message of the sovereignty of God in salva-

tion is one of Paul’s continual themes. He pro-

motes it at every opportunity. 

“Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony 

of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou 

partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according 

to the power of God; Who hath saved us and 

called us with an holy calling, not according to 

our works, but according to his own purpose and 

grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before 

the world began, But is now made manifest by 

the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 

hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Timo-

thy 1:8-10).

! When we examine this passage, we realize 

that Paul has not departed from his initial mes-

sage of salvation. The apostle’s first sermon 

where he states:

“But he [Christ Jesus], whom God raised again, 

saw no corruption. Be it known unto you there-

fore, men and brethren, that through this man is 

preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by 

him all that believe are justified from all things, 

from which ye could not be justified by the law 

of Moses” (Acts 13:37-39).

! The imputed righteousness of Christ Jesus 

is indispensable to salvation, and Paul               

emphasizes that it is by belief in Jesus that the 

elect are justified. That is the very reason he told 

Timothy not to be ashamed of the testimony of 
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“our Lord.” When Paul wrote to the church at 

Rome, he made a similar statement:

“So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the 

gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 

power of God unto salvation to every one that 

believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 

(Romans 1:15-16).

! Why did Paul say he was not ashamed of 

the gospel of Christ? The answer is             

straightforward. He is not ashamed of the gospel 

because “. . . it is the power of God unto            

salvation to every one that believeth.” What 

Paul is saying is that the gospel of Christ            

accomplishes what it was meant to accomplish.

! In 2 Timothy 2:8-10, the apostle continues to 

direct his thoughts to the subject matter of         

salvation. In these verses, he reveals the fact that 

he is in bonds because of the gospel. There he 

says,

“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David 

was raised from the dead according to my gospel: 

Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even 

unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 

Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, 

that they may also obtain the salvation which is 

in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”

! What do you suppose the apostle means 

when he says, “. . . but the word of God is not 

bound”? The Word of God cannot be put in 

chains. It cannot be handcuffed. It is the power of 

God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). The question 

is, “To whom is it the power of God unto           

salvation”? Well, the apostle answers that       

question when he says, “Therefore I endure all 

things for the elect’s sakes.” Why does he endure 
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all things for the elect’s sakes? Here is the answer 

“. . . that they may also obtain the salvation 

which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” It is 

the power of God unto salvation to the elect (2 

Timothy 2:10).

! There is a passage in Isaiah that sums up 

the concepts of the sovereignty of God in           

salvation through the power of His Word: “So 

shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 

mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 

shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 

prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 

55:11).

! Paul encourages Timothy to never be 

ashamed of the testimony of the Lord Jesus 

Christ because the Word of God carries with it 

the promise of success.

Paul Encourages Timothy To Be A Good Soldier

! Once again, it is immeasurably important 

for Paul to encourage Timothy to be a “good     

soldier.” Spiritual warfare is a reality for the 

saints of God. The apostle addressed this very  

serious matter more completely in his letter to the 

Ephesian church. In that letter, he advised the 

saints to “be strong in the Lord” and to “put on 

the whole armor of God” informing them that we 

“. . . wrestle not against flesh and blood but 

against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 

spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 

6:12). The objective is to enable us to stand and 

withstand in what Paul calls “the evil day.”

! In 2 Timothy, the apostle instructs Timothy 

to “. . . endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 

Christ.” Paul knows that Timothy’s gift and     

calling will expose him to many hardships,       

persecutions, afflictions and sufferings in the 

name of Jesus Christ. After all, that was Paul’s  

experience, and Timothy’s experience would be 

no different. Neither Paul nor Timothy decided to 

become a soldier of Jesus Christ. It was Jesus 

Christ who had chosen them to be soldiers. 

! Timothy’s gift was that of pastor, teacher, 

preacher and evangelist. Paul’s was that of an 

apostle, preacher and teacher. How interesting 

that Paul attributes his sufferings to his calling 

(See 2 Timothy 1:11-12). Of course, we know that 

suffering was part and parcel of the apostle’s gift. 

In Christ’s dialogue with a doubting Ananias, the 

Lord told Ananias that Paul was a vessel           

specially chosen by Him to preach to the Gentiles 

and that much suffering was in his future (Acts 

9:15-16). 

! Just as he had encouraged the Ephesian 

saints to be strong in the Lord, he now                

encourages Timothy in the same way (2 Timothy 

2:1). Thus, he tells Timothy, “You can expect to  

suffer,” but he also tells Timothy, “You can endure 

it by the grace that is in Jesus Christ.” Why is 

Paul encouraging Timothy this way? He says it 

succinctly, “This know also, that in the last days 

perilous times shall come” (2 Timothy 3:1) and 

men shall be “lovers of pleasures more than     

lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4).!

! If he is to face such perilous circumstances 

and to be a good soldier of Christ, the entangle-

ments of the world should be avoided at all costs. 

These are unnecessary distractions. As a good sol-

dier, he cannot be concerned with making a liv-
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ing while serving Christ. He would then have two masters, God and mammon (See Matthew 6:24), 

and he would either “. . . hate the one and love the other; or else hold to the one, and despise the 

other.” Once Paul was called into service, he never became entangled in the affairs of this life. He was 

wholly and completely the servant of the Lord Jesus. That is why the apostle can say that he had 

“fought a good fight” (2 Timothy 4:7). This is what Paul wants Timothy to be able to declare when he 

comes to the end of his life.

Conclusion

! The last words of a dying man are always afforded due deference. A dying man is going to tell 

you the truth. He is not going to lead you astray or give you bad advice. So it is with Paul. He knows 

what awaits him in the days ahead. Yet, with all honor and love, he encourages   Timothy in the use of 

his gift. Perhaps, Paul’s encouragements to Timothy can help us in the use of our gift also, and when 

we come to the end of our course we too can say, “I have fought a good fight.”
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MEMORIAL FOR MARIAN DEVANE

March 17th marks the one-year anniversary of the death of Sister Marian 

DeVane. We inadvertently failed to print a memorial notice that was sent 

to us. We are thankful for the life of this dear saint; her faithfulness to the 

LORD and to her husband, whom she supported as he ministered to the 

people of the LORD.

“Sister Marian Thomas DeVane went home to be with the Lord on March 

17, 2015. Sister Marian was the widow of Elder F. Arthur DeVane and 

daughter of Elder Maurice and Sister Nita Thomas. She had lived in 

Valdosta, GA., from 1985 until she went to Bethany Home in Vidalia, GA, 

for nearly two years before her home going. Sister Marian was a faithful 

member of Grace Community Chapel (Valdosta Primitive Baptist Church) 

and was the pianist for the church for many years. Her knowledge of the 

Bible and her amazing memory for various passages made her a joy to be 

with in Bible study lessons and in every day conversations. She was a 

calm person who listed with interest. But when her “tickle box” was 

turned over, everyone around would laugh with her. Sister Marian is 

missed; however, we would not want her to be back here. We look 

forward to worshiping our Lord and Savior with her when we go to our 

heavenly home.”



NEWS FROM THE 
DENOMINATION



PRIMITIVE BAPTIST FOUNDATION, INC. 

ANNUAL MEETING

! The annual meeting of the Primitive Baptist Foundation, Inc. will be held at 10:00 a.m EDT 

on April 26, 2016 at the Metter Primitive Baptist Church in Metter, Georgia. The church is at 45 

South Kennedy Street (Location). The phone number of the church is 912-685-6653. 

! On Monday evening there will be dinner served at 6:30, with preaching following. The    

annual meeting is on Tuesday morning and early afternoon. 

! This meeting is always a special time for the host church, directors and guests. We will    

update everyone on the programs of the Foundation, hear God’s word preached, and enjoy  

wonderful fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. The Foundation continues to     

provide a vital ministry for our people, and we look forward to sharing the year’s progress and 

outlook for the future.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
In His Service,

Darryl Harris, 

(Secretary-Treasurer)

16

https://www.google.com/maps/place/32%C2%B023'45.8%22N+82%C2%B003'45.5%22W/@32.396062,-82.0631855,230m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/32%C2%B023'45.8%22N+82%C2%B003'45.5%22W/@32.396062,-82.0631855,230m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0


A Note About Central States Bible Conference

Our Central States Bible Conference is scheduled for July 18th through July 21st. Please put it on 

your calendar now and plan to attend. Tell others and encourage them to attend also. We have 

the following speakers on the program at this time:

Elder Gary Brinson – Concord, IL

Elder Jeff Winfrey – Dawson Springs PBC, Madisonville, KY 

Licentiate Darren Carter – Mt. View PBC, Rainsville/Ft. Payne, AL 

Elder Kurt Bacon – Ramah PBC, Barnesville, GA

Licentiate Ben Nesmith Jr. – Statesboro PBC, Statesboro, GA

Elder W.H. (Bill) Durrence – Olney PBC, Oak Park, GA 

Elder Steve Pearce – Hickory Springs PBC, Tifton, GA

Vincennes University, Vincennes, IN is the location again this year.

(Location) 

More details will be shared as they are available. Jim and Peggy Bowen - 

jwbowen1956@yahoo.com
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ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE

PREACHER’S WIVES, WIDOWS AND 
LICENTIATE’S WIVES

MARCH 15-17, 2016
CAMP HILLVIEW

Dear Preachers' Wives Widows and Licentiates' Wives:

It is that 'special time' again! Time for the Preachers' Wives, Widows and Licentiates' 

Wives meeting at Camp Hillview! I hope the Lord has blessed you all last year and 

in this New Year I hope you will be blessed even more abundantly.

All ministers' wives, widows and licentiates' wives, please ink in your calendars for 

March 15-17, 2016 and plan to join us for our meeting. I guarantee you will receive a 

blessing and have a great time of fellowship and worship. We always have an 

interesting and thought provoking program, and you never know what other 

interesting or unusual or maybe somewhat bizarre thing might be in store for us! 

Wednesday is always a very special time for us as we journey to the Bethany 

Nursing Center and Retirement Home at Vidalia. There we have lunch and present 

a program for the residents including a devotional and singing several hymns. 

Following that we have refreshments provided by a local church and then have a 

time to meet and greet the residents. 

We 'dress up' for that day but for the remainder of the time, casual is the dress code. 

Just remember, we will be staying at camp so you will need to bring bed linens, 

towels, toiletries and whatever else you need to make your stay comfortable, i.e., 

pillows, blankets, etc. 

We share our joys, our burdens, our sorrows and our blessings and always receive 

much needed encouragement. I hope and pray that as many of you as can make it 

possible - please come join us. You will be blessed.

In Christ, Sister Linda Fussell, Secretary



PROGRESSIVE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
LIBRARY & ARCHIVES

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator

8 South Zetterower Ave.

Statesboro, GA 30458

(912)-489-5762

ATTENTION!

The Progressive Primitive Baptist Library and Archives contains a sizable collection 

of historical materials related especially to Progressive Primitive Baptists, and we 

invite our people to come visit and to use this valuable resource. If you would like 

to visit, please call to be sure someone will be available (912-690-2790).

WANTED!

We desire to add the records of individual churches to our collection. We are 

especially interested in our older churches which date into the 1800s and early 

1900s, since these provide valuable information about the early history of Primitive 

Baptists. We would be glad to assist in making copies from the originals for storage 

here in the Library and Archives.

WANTED!

The Pilgrim’s Messenger: There was a periodical by this name published in the area 

of Glennville, Georgia during the 1920s and edited by Elder W. B. Screws, that 

would fill a gap in some of the information we have relating to this period. We may 

have 2 or 3 issues of this paper, and we would like to find as many issues of this 

paper as possible. Perhaps tucked away in some attic or closet, some of our readers 

may have issues of this paper. Please contact us if anyone does have any issues of 

this paper.



NEWS FROM THE 
CHURCHES



Hardwick Church

Hardwick, GA

The Thanksgiving-Christmas season, with its 

church dinners, Christmas program, gift baskets, 

and Ladies Circle luncheon was a busy one. It  

culminated in a gathering at the home of Elder 

and Sister DeLoach for good food and                

fellowship. A calmer pace has been resumed 

since then, with regular services and Ladies      

Circle meetings predominant. At the time of   

writing, our prayers are with several church  

members who are ill and whose absences grieve 

us. ! ! ! ! (Josephine King, Reporter)

-------------------------------------------------------------

Mt. View Church

Fort Payne, AL

Greetings from Mt. View to all our brothers and 

sisters in Christ! We continue to enjoy worship 

and praise each Sunday morning and evening as 

well as Wednesday night Bible Study and PBYF. 

Since our last report, we had days of rejoicing 

and days of mourning. Our Christmas musical 

program, entitled “The Gift Goes On” was a joy 

for all involved. Fun, fellowship and                   

refreshments followed. On January 3, Elder 

Marvin Paulk preached his first sermon as our 

new pastor. We feel so very blessed to have him 

and Sister Brenda with us now and doubly 

blessed that our former pastor Elder Jim McGill is 

still in our midst when he isn’t traveling to 

preach at churches in need of pastors. On January 

5, we were deeply saddened by the death of one 

of our most faithful members, Sister Kathryn Lea. 

Her deep love for church, family, and friends as 

well as her desire to help others was an              

inspiration for all. As a memorial to her, the Mt. 
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View Food Pantry will now bear her name. On 

January 26, our hearts were made heavy again 

when the brother of Sister Charlotte McGill, 

Maurice A. Scott, passed away. Son of the late 

Elder Charles Scott, he was a frequent visitor and 

supporter of Mt. View. We ask for your prayers as 

we enter 2016, and please come and visit with us 

at any time. ! (Sheila Hopper Akins, Reporter)

-------------------------------------------------------------

Macedonia Church

Ider, AL

Greetings from Macedonia! We have been truly 

blessed with many events and gatherings the 

past few months. We enjoyed having Elder Aaron 

Beaty as guest minister for our fall meeting      

September 22-24. God blessed Brother Aaron 

with three wonderful messages. Our fall         

Communion Service was observed on Sunday, 

September 27th. Veteran's Day was observed on 

November 8th with a special tribute service. Our 

Veterans, their spouses and widows of Veterans 

where honored with a presentation of VFW     

Poppies as well as special music, songs and       

patriotic readings. God Bless America and our 

Veterans! On November 22nd, Brother Ben       

Williams came forward requesting a home in the 

church. Brother Ben's baptism is pending due to 

possible shoulder surgery. We had sad moments 

as well. Our dear Sister, Cleo Davis passed away 

on Nov. 24th. Sister Cleo was a faithful member, 

active in Ladies Circle and Choir and served as 

Church Clerk for many years. She successfully 

combined her talents with her generous spirit of 

giving in the form of crocheted cotton dish cloths 

she cheerfully gave away to so many. If you were 

a visitor at Macedonia, you went away with at 

least one of these treasures. We miss her so. The 

church sanctuary was beautifully decorated for 

the Christmas season with red poinsettias given 

in memory of family and friends no longer with 

us. On December 13th the choir presented a     

musical, "Hope Has Hands". Afterward, we       

enjoyed a time of food, fellowship and, of course, 

presents for the children. As always, we invite 

you to worship with us whenever you can. God 

Bless! ! ! ! (Kathy Weldon, Reporter)

-------------------------------------------------------------

Ramah Church

Barnesville, GA

Ramah was privileged to have Pastor Alexendr 

Orlov Koschavka from the Ukraine come and 

give his testimony. After a troubled childhood 

and very dangerous lifestyle, he came to know 

and trust in the Lord and is now the pastor of a 

church in the Ukraine. What a blessing to hear 

his story. The youth will host our annual           

Valentine’s Banquet on February 13. We are in 

prayer for and looking forward to our spring 

meeting March 29 – 31. Elder Hugh Thompson 

will be our guest minister. Preaching will begin 

each night at 7:00 PM, and a covered dish dinner 

to follow services on the 31st. Please join us for 

worship. ! ! ! (Sharon White, Reporter)

-------------------------------------------------------------

Brooklet Church

Brooklet, GA

In November the Ladies Aid had their annual Joe 

Lewis toy Drive for the military children of the 

American Legion Post in Pembroke Georgia. It 
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was a great success. The members and friends of 

the church enjoyed its annual Christmas Dinner 

at Bay South on December 12. Following the 

meal, Elder Lavonne Anderson delivered an      

inspiring Christmas message. On the Sunday    

before Christmas, our choir presented a Cantata 

followed by a candlelight service. Everyone       

enjoyed refreshments in the church annex          

afterwards. The annual New Years Eve bonfire at 

Bro. John B's pond was rained out. But members 

and friends welcomed in the new year with       

fellowship, games and supper in the annex. We 

will be holding our Annual Meeting beginning 

March 8th and going through March 13th.      

Services will be held at 7:30 each evening,       

Tuesday night through Saturday night, with 

lunch following Sunday's services. Bro. Ron 

Yeakle will be our guest minister. All are           

welcome to come join us. Please pray for Bro. 

Ron and our meeting. 

(Waunetta Dominy & Linda Futch, Reporters)

-------------------------------------------------------------

Riverside Church

Jacksonville, FL

Brothers Jeff Chastian and Matthew Scott 

Ordained 

On February 5, 2016, Pastor Lee Chambers called 

the church into conference for the purpose         

ordaining Brothers Jeff Chastian and Matthew 

Scott to the office of Deacon. A presbytery of    

Elders and Deacons was formed and included: 

Elders Lee Chambers, Steve Taylor, Mike        

Newman, Mike DeVane, Sam Bennett, Don       

Gilbert, Vernon Simms, and Deacons David   

Pinkstaff, Jack Joest, David Ash, Ray Holt, Peer 

Millar, Jimmy DeVane and Ben Nessmith. Bro Vic 

Sanborn was present but unable to sit with the 

Presbytery.

!  The following responsibilities were           

assigned by the Presbytery: Moderator, Elder Lee 

Chambers; Clerk, Bro David Ash; Examination of 

Candidates, Elder Don Gilbert; Charge to 

Church, Elder Steve Taylor; Charge to               

Candidates, Elder Mike Newman; and the         

Ordination Prayer, Elder Mike DeVane. 

! With each responsibility fulfilled to the     

satisfaction of the Presbytery, the right hand of 

fellowship was given to the candidates and their 

wives by the Presbytery and turned back over to 

Riverside Primitive Baptist Church for further  

action. At this time, the Presbytery was dissolved. 

! The Church was adjourned from her       

business session and all those present in the     

congregation gave the right hand of fellowship to 

the newly ordained deacons and their wives.

(The article above is an abridged account of the        

ordination service taken from the minutes written by 

Brother David Ash)
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OBITUARIES

HARVILLE, Ann Anderson - 

November 5, 1941 to December 21, 2015.

Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

LEA, Kathryn Driskill -

January 15, 1927 to January 5, 2016.

Mountain View Primitive Baptist Church, Fort Payne, Alabama.

YOUMANS, K. Ray - 

December 9, 1935 to January 24, 2016.

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

WEBB, Frances -

June 3, 1931 to February 11, 2016.

Antioch Primitive Baptist Church, Twin City, Georgia.

(Sister Frances was the wife of the late Elder J. Lindy Webb Sr.)

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 

trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 

and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on             

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when 

this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 

shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 

saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, 

where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 

death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 

God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:52-57



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to 

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated       

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,

inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons 

in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is ,

sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will, 

and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,

and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,

and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 

Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the 

Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We 

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by 

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the 

Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the 

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and 

fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body 

reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment 

in hell forever.


