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The Mother’s Legacy 
To Her Unborn Child

(Part 2)

By:
Elizabeth Joscelin 

(1595?-1622)



 The following is part 2 of Elizabeth Joscelin’s 
article that appeared in the May 2023 Banner Herald. 
This article is in the public domain but was taken from 
the Free Grace Broadcaster published by Chapel 
Library in Pensacola, Florida. It is found in issue 
229, titled: “Motherhood.” We have included the 
publisher’s introduction once again for the purpose of 
context. ED. 

 This is an edited version of Elizabeth Joscelin’s 
The Mother’s Legacie to Her Unborn Child. It 
represents a distinctly female literary genre that 
appeared in 17th century England known as an 
“advice book.” Advice books were a form of 
Renaissance literature in which a mother wrote 
instructions, predominantly spiritual, as a legacy to 
her children. Joscelin’s legacy is unique because, 
concerned about dying in childbirth, she wrote to her 
unborn child. Poignantly, Elizabeth bore a daughter, 
Theodora, on October 12, 1622, and died nine days 
later.

-------------------------------------------------------------

(7) When you have finished your private prayer, be 
sure that you absent not yourself from public prayer, if 
it be used in the house where you live. [When you 
have finished,] go and use any lawful recreation, 
either for thy profit or pleasure. And from all these 
exercises, reserve a time to sit down to some good 
study, but use that most that may make thee greatest— 
theology. It will make thee greater, richer, happier 
than the greatest kingdom of the earth, even if thou 
couldest possess it. “If any man serve me,” saith 
Christ, “him will my Father honour” (Joh 12:26). 
Therefore, if thou desirest honor, serve the Lord and 
thou art sure of it. If thy aim be riches, Saint Paul 
assures thee that “godliness with contentment is great 
gain” (1Ti 6:6). If thou covet pleasure, set David’s 
delight before thine eyes: “I have rejoiced in the way 
of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches” (Psa 
119:14). And in the 92nd Psalm, he saith, “For thou, 
LORD, hast made me glad through thy work” (92:4). 

In the 4th Psalm, “Thou hast put gladness in my 
heart” (4:7); and reading the 91st Psalm, thou shalt 
see what manner of blessings they are with which 
God makes His children merry. And when thou hast 
once fixed thy heart to this study, it will be so sweet 
that the more thou learnest, the more thou wilt desire; 
and the more thou desirest, the more God will show 
thee His love. Thou wilt study so well in private and 
practice it in all thy actions publicly; wilt weigh thy 
thoughts so evenly that thy words shall not be light. 
Now, a few lines I will use to persuade thee to be 
advised in thy words. 

(8) Though it is as much to say, “Remember thy 
Creator when thou speakest,” as if I could use all the 
exhortations and tell thee all the perils that belong to 
speech. Yet so apt are we to forget God in our foolish 
talk that sometimes we by our discourse would make 
gods of ourselves. Therefore, it will not be amiss to 
receive a few instructions, though weak, from me for 
ordering thy speech. The morning I have dedicated to 
meditation, prayer, good studies, and honest 
recreation. The noon time is most used for discourse, 
it being all a man can do while he eats. And it is a 
time wherein a man ought to be careful of his speech, 
having before him God’s good blessings to refresh his 
body and honest company to recreate his mind. 
Therefore, he ought to be no way offensive in his 
speech, either to God or good men. But most 
especially take heed that neither heedlessness nor 
earnestness in thy discourse cause thee to take God’s 
holy name in vain, but always speak of Him with 
reverence and understanding. And I pray thee, as thou 
wouldest have blessings multiplied upon thee, let no 
speech pass from thee that may grieve chaste ears. 
How hateful is obscene speech in rude people! But it 
makes one of gentle birth offensive to all honest 
company. Solomon says, “A prudent man concealeth 
knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth 
foolishness” (Pro 12:23); and “He that keepeth his 
mouth keepeth his life” (Pro 13:3); and, “The lips of 
the wise shall preserve them” (Pro 14:3).
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 (9) If thou keep thy thoughts holy and thy words 
pure, I shall not need to fear, but all thy actions will be 
honest. But my fear that thou shouldest know the way 
and yet go aside will not suffer my counsel to leave 
thee alone until thou come to thy journey’s end. 

 First, then, be careful when thou art alone that 
thou do nothing that thou wouldest not do if men saw 
thee. Remember that God’s eye is always open, and 
thine own conscience will be witness enough against 
thee. Next, be sure that no action of thine may be a 
scandal to thy profession, I mean to the profession of 
the true religion. This indeed is as much as to say to 
thee, “Eschew evil” (1Pe 3:11). For there is not the 
least sin thou canst do, but the enemies of truth will be 
glad to say, “Lo, this is one of them that professes 
God in his mouth, but see what his life is!” Therefore 
a great care ought a Christian to have, especially those 
whom God hath set as lights in His Church. 
Whatsoever thou art about to do, examine it by God’s 
commandments: if it be agreeable to them, go on 
cheerfully. And though the end answer not thy hopes, 
never grieve nor grudge, but be glad that God’s will is 
performed. Let thy trust in Him assure thee that all 
things work together for the best to them that love 
God (Rom 8:28).

 The next vice too, too common in this age is 
drunkenness, which is the highway to hell. A man 
may travel in it from sin to sin until the devil shew 
him he can go no further—as a traveler from inn to 
inn until he comes to his journey’s end. Oh, think how 
filthy is that sin that makes a man a beast all his life 
and a devil at his death! Solomon asks, “Who hath 
woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who 
hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who 
hath redness of eyes?” (Pro 23:29). And in the next 
verse he answers, “They that tarry long at the wine” 
(Pro 23:30). And to the end of the chapter, he sets 
forth the miseries occasioned by this vice.

 That thou mayest avoid this sin, be careful in 
the choice of thy friends; for it is they that will betray 

thee to this sin. Never make choice of a drunkard as 
thy companion, much less thy friend. To be a 
drunkard is to be a man unfit for God’s service or 
good men’s company. I beseech God give thee grace 
to detest it.

 Next, I must exhort thee from a sin that I cannot 
name: thou must search thine own heart for it. It is thy 
darling sin: to enjoy it, thou couldest resist all 
others—at least thou thinkest so. But do not harbor it: 
search diligently for it in thine own nature; and when 
thou hast found it, cast it headlong from thee. It is thy 
soul’s subtle betrayer, and all thy other sins depend 
upon it. There is not so much danger in all the rest that 
thou contendest with, as in this one that thou art 
unwilling to call a sin.

 (10) When thou hast spent the day in religious 
and honest exercises, in the evening return again to 
some good meditation or study. Conclude with prayer, 
commending thyself to God; so shalt thou joyfully go 
to thy supper. When this is done and the time of rest 
comes, as thou beganest in the morning, so close the 
day with humble thanksgiving for all the benefits that 
day received and hearty repentance for all thy sins 
committed, naming and bewailing them. The oftener 
thou dost settle thy accounts with God, thy sleep will 
be sounder; and thou shalt awake with a heart full of 
joy, ready to serve the Lord.

 Last, commit thyself and all that is thine to God 
in zealous prayer, using Doctor Smith’s evening 
prayer, as his morning. Though both be for a family, 
yet are they easily reduced to a private man’s prayer. 
So going to bed, take thy rest, beginning and ending 
in Him Who is both First and Last (Isa 44:6; 48:12; 
Rev 1:11, 17; 22:13). Thus spend the six days thou 
hast to labor in that thou mayest be ready to celebrate 
the Sabbath, to which there belongs another 
“Remember” (Exo 20:8).

 (11) Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath 
day. This duty so often and earnestly commanded by 
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God Himself in the Old Testament, so confirmed to us 
in the New by the resurrection of our Savior, in 
memory whereof it is called the Lord’s Day and 
perpetually celebrated by the Church, yet in these 
days, too many keep no Sabbath (or at the most but a 
shadow of a Sabbath), as if we neither had part in the 
creation nor redemption of the world. Where can we 
find someone that will lose a good bargain rather than 
make it on the Lord’s Day? Or that will bridle his own 
desires to sanctify that day?

 Seeing therefore this danger, in which thou 
mayest easily be entrapped by the devil’s subtlety and 
following the multitude, I cannot but with all my 
power exhort thee, carefully to keep the Lord’s Day. 
To which end I pray thee, mark well the Fourth 
Commandment: “Remember the sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy 
work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed 
the sabbath day, and hallowed it” (Exo 20:8-11). If 
thou wilt learn how to serve Him as a good scholar, 
He teaches thee an admirable way, both by rule and 
example. First, by rule: Thou shalt do no manner of 
work in it. Then by example: He made the whole 
world in six days, and He rested the seventh; 
wherefore, He blessed it. 

 Seeing God thus commands thee by His power, 
persuades thee in His mercy, and teaches thee both by 
rule and His own most gracious example, how canst 
thou be so devoid of grace, nay of reason, as not to 
obey so just a Master? So merciful a Father? So 
gracious a Teacher? If thou make not a conscience of 
keeping this day, howsoever a dull security may 
possess thee to flatter thyself, thou indeed makest 
conscience of nothing. For I am persuaded, if thou 
canst dispense with thyself to profane this day, either 

for thy profit or pleasure, thou wilt not stick upon the 
like occasion to break all the rest of the 
Commandments, one after another.

 Therefore, for Christ’s sake, be watchful that the 
devil deceives you not; neither let his agents draw 
thee away from this day’s duty. He is always busy and 
ready at hand to draw thee away from God, but this 
day, without doubt, he doubles all his forces. He will 
provoke thine eyes to sleep; he will send heaviness 
and dullness to thy heart and, perhaps, pain to thy 
body, if he can so much prevail. He will surely use 
any sleight, any trick to keep thee from God’s house 
and from the congregation of His people. It behooves 
thee by how much greater his practices are against 
thee that day, so much the more to fortify thyself 
against him. By no means, let him stay thee from the 
church! There, God hath promised to be present, and 
there He is. Darest thou then, silly wretch, to absent 
thyself from Him? I know thou darest not. Go then 
with a heart prepared to pray by prayer; and going, 
meditate on God’s great mercies in the creation of the 
world, His greater mercy in redeeming it, and mingle 
with thy meditation prayers that may apply these great 
blessings to thyself.

 So approach and enter with reverent and fervent 
zeal the house of God! And throwing away all 
thoughts, except those that may further the good work 
thou art about, bend thy knees and heart to God, 
desiring of Him His Holy Spirit that thou mayest join 
with the congregation in zealous prayer and earnest 
attention to His Word preached. Though perhaps thou 
hearest a minister preach weakly, as thou thinkest, yet 
give him thine attention; and thou shalt find that he 
will deliver something profitable to thy soul, either 
something thou hast not heard before or not marked or 
forgotten or well put in practice.

 It is fit thou shouldest be often put in mind of 
those things concerning thy salvation…Learn then to 
prepare thy heart early for this day, which if thou 
observest well, God will bless thee and thy labors all 
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the week. Thus far I have endeavored to exhort thee to 
thy duty towards God.

 (12) Of which the honor due to thy parents is 
such a part as cannot be separated, for God commands 
it: “Honour thy father and thy mother” (Exo 20:12). It 
is the first commandment of the Second Table, as 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Exo 20:3) 
is of the First. Idolatry being the greatest sin against 
God and disobedience to parents being the ringleader 
in sins against man, we are first warned of them, as if 
in case we should fall into them, it were too late to 
avoid the other. For if we once become idolaters in 
heart, it will be no hard matter to bow down to an 
image, to abuse God’s holy name, or to profane His 
Sabbath. So if we dare disobey good parents, at that 
breaking of God’s Law, theft, murder, adultery, 
falseness, covetousness easily enter.

 (13) The next duty equal to this is one thou must 
perform to all the world in general: “All things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them” (Mat 7:12). This is the 
commandment our Savior gives us: “Love one 
another.” By this we shall be known to be His, if we 
love one another as He hath loved us (Joh 13:34-35). 
Yet of all that is commanded us, there is nothing more 
contrary to our wicked nature than this loving our 
neighbor as ourselves. We can with ease envy him, if 
he be rich, or scorn him, if he be poor—but love him? 
Nay, the devil hath more craft than so. It is hard for 
him if men should once begin to love one another; 
therefore he useth all art to stir dissension among as 
many as he can and to mix love with dissimulation.

 To avoid this, consider well that God is the 
author of peace and love and that strife and contention 
proceed of the devil. Then if thou art the child of God, 
do the works of God: love thy neighbor as He hath 
commanded, lest thou provoke our blessed Savior 
when He shall see that mark of the devil— malice—in 
thee and say as He once did to the unbelieving Jews, 

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do” (Joh 8:44).

 Oh, take heed thou offend not God thus 
grievously that He shall disclaim thee as none of His 
because thou dost not love those that are His. This, if 
well weighed, is enough to make every man 
charitable, if it were only for fear to hate whom God 
loved. But to believe or judge that God should hate 
where thou doest is such an impious uncharitableness 
as a good Christian must needs tremble at. God hath 
given thee no authority to judge any man, but He hath 
commanded thee to love thine enemy: “Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven” (Mat 
5:44). 

Sine fine finis - [Latin for “end without end” ED].

-------------------------------------------------------------

Elizabeth Brooke Joscelin (1595?-1622): 
granddaughter of Anglican theologian and bishop, 
William Chaderton (1540?- 1608); born in Cheshire, 
England.
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Fathers Worth 
Following

(Joshua 24:14-16)

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



 The Bible lists several dads who were the kind 
of fathers whose examples are worth following. I have 
chosen four fantastic fathers in the Bible who got the 
attention of heaven. On one hand what they did was 
spectacular. On the other hand they only did what is 
expected of every dad.

 This is the wonderful thing about being a 
parent; even the common, ordinary things we do can 
have a tremendous impact. Going to work five days a 
week, coming home every night, coming home sober 
every night, bringing the paycheck home to support 
the family. Being faithful to your wife. Being a 
moderate provider and a shelter from harm and evil. 
Sipping tea from a plastic cup. Pushing a bicycle with 
no training wheels. Saying "no." Saying "yes." Those 
things are so simple that anyone can do them. But 
what makes them grand is that not everyone has the 
fortitude to actually do them.

 The men we will consider as follow-worthy 
fathers are: Noah, Abraham, Job and Joshua. These 
four men are household names. Most of us know their 
stories. They’re famous Bible characters. They are 
super-heroes of the faith. Yet each of them did 
something which today’s dad can easily duplicate.

Noah saved the race, by saving his family Gen. 
6:5-10. 

“5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And 
the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the 
earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the 
LORD said, ’i will destroy man whom I have created 
from the face of the earth, both man and beast, 
creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry 
that I have made them.’ 8 But Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the LORD. 9 This is the genealogy of 
Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. 
Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah begot three 
sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth” (Emphasis added).

 When the world was falling apart one father 
went about life in such a way as to find favor with 
God in heaven. Every thought and every deed of 
every man was wicked. God planned to wipe mankind 
. . . from the face of the earth. . Noah found grace 
(favor) in the eyes of the LORD because he was a 
righteous man, blameless among the people of his 
time, and he walked with God. We see that Noah is 
distinguished from the rest of the world and a peculiar 
mark of honor put upon him. When God was 
displeased with the rest of the world, He favored 
Noah: “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
LORD” (Gen. 6:8.) This vindicates God's justice in 
His displeasure against the world. And it shows that 
He had strictly examined the character of every 
person in it before he pronounced it universally 
corrupt. It also magnifies His grace towards Noah in 
that he was made a vessel of God's mercy when all 
mankind besides had become the generation of His 
wrath.

 Noah was a just man, (See Gen. 6:9). This 
character of Noah comes as the effect of God's favor 
to him. It was God's good will to him that produced 
this good work in him. He was a very good man, but 
he was no better than the grace of God made him, 
(See 1 Cor. 15:10.) He was a just man; that is, 
justified before God by faith in the promised seed; for 
he was an heir of the righteousness which is by faith, 
(See Heb. 11:7). He was perfect, not with a sinless 
perfection, but a perfection of sincerity; He walked 
with God, as Enoch had done before him. He was not 
only honest, but devout; he walked, that is, he acted 
with God, as one always under His eye. He lived a life 
of communion with God. It is easy to be religious 
when religion is in fashion; but it is an evidence of 
strong faith and resolution to swim against a stream to 
heaven, and to appear for God when no one else 
appears for Him.

 The world over, "dad" is known to stand for a 
cause he believes in, even when that stand puts him in 
the minority. Dads, it doesn’t matter what the rest of 
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the world is doing. Live right and you will secure the 
honor of your family. Your integrity may spare your 
family from the judgement of God. In fact, the way 
one man lives sometimes alters the course of world 
events.

Abraham would command (instruct) his children 
Gen. 18:19 

 “For I have known him, in order that he may 
command his children and his household after him, 
that they keep the way of the LORD, to do 
righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to 
Abraham what He has spoken to him."

 The Lord chose to set a nation apart in order to 
begin the process of redeeming the world through His 
mercy to that nation. To raise up that nation, He chose 
a man who would lead his children in the way God 
wanted him to. He used Abraham as the founder of 
the nation.

 When Abraham chose to live by faith, he carved 
a path in the wilderness. As he stepped out to follow 
the will of God, he demonstrated how to follow the 
Lord for his family. He taught them to keep the ways 
of the Lord by obeying His call.

 I can imagine someone saying, "Yes, but 
Abraham had visions and revelations. I haven’t had 
any of those things." No, but we have 66 books full of 
visions and revelations waiting for us to receive. 
There is no need for the Lord to give us new 
revelations until we live by the old ones we already 
have.

 Following God is a mystical experience, but it is 
also a practical experience.

 Abraham left everything that was familiar to 
him in order to inherit promises that were entirely 
unfamiliar to him: "Leave your country, your people 
and your father’s household and go to the land I will 
show you..." (Gen. 12:1) That’s pretty mystical. But 

haven’t we been called to the same sort of mysticism? 
Aren’t we on a journey to a land we’ve never seen? 
The practical part is getting up every morning and 
packing your things for that day’s trip. Abraham got 
up and started walking. "How will I know when I get 
there?" "I’ll tell you when you get there." "Alright. 
Are we there yet?" It’s the same for us. We get up 
every morning and do the things we know to do until 
the Lord tells us we’ve arrived. Teaching our children 
the ways of the Lord can be as simple as answering 
the question "Are we there yet?" "We’ll know when 
we get there."

Job prayed for his children Job 1:1-5

“1. There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name 
was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and 
one who feared God and shunned evil. 2 And seven 
sons and three daughters were born to him. 3 Also, his 
possessions were seven thousand sheep, three 
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five 
hundred female donkeys, and a very large household, 
so that this man was the greatest of all the people of 
the East. 4 And his sons would go and feast in their 
houses, each on his appointed day, and would send 
and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with 
them. 5 So it was, when the days of feasting had run 
their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, 
and he would rise early in the morning and offer 
burnt offerings according to the number of them all. 
For Job said, ‘It may be that my sons have sinned 
and cursed God in their hearts.’ Thus Job did 
regularly.”

 Job got God’s attention, not because he was the 
richest man around, but because he was blameless and 
because as a father he faithfully prayed for his 
children. Job’s faithfulness in this responsibility has 
always impressed me. He prayed for his children just 
in case any of them had sinned. He didn’t wait for a 
neighbor to report he had seen one of his children 
doing wrong. He knew the weakness of human nature. 
He prayed for them whether they needed it or not. It 
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was Job’s burden and prayer that his kids always 
honor God, which gave the Lord such confidence in 
him. Dads, we need to adopt this habit of intercession 
for the hearts of our family members. Every one of us 
can pray. Every morning when we wake up we can 
take our family before the throne of God in prayer. 
Every night before we go to bed we can call our 
children by name. And all through the day, as they 
come to mind, we can breathe a prayer on their behalf. 
Pray for them on special occasions: tests, games, jobs, 
dates (Like I had to tell you that! ), weddings, babies, 
and on and on. Our children will never outgrow our 
prayers, or the need for our prayers. Job’s children 
were all grown and on their own. But he never 
stopped the custom he developed when they were 
young. We don’t have to be super-heroes to pray for 
our families.

Joshua chose the Lord for his family Joshua 
24:14-16

 "‘Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in 
sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the River and 
in Egypt. Serve the LORD! 15 And if it seems evil to 
you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.’ 16 So the people answered and said: "Far be 
it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve 
other gods . . .” (Emphasis added).

 When Israel was about to enter her third 
generation of leadership, Joshua set the example for 
every home in the nation. Not only that, he also set 
the tone for every father who would follow after him. 
When we leave this world our greatest legacy is the 
one which shows the direction we left. The most 
important thing we can do in our death is to let those 
we leave behind know where we are going —- where 
you stand with the Lord.

 When Joshua laid down the baton of leadership, 
he made clear the direction he wanted the nation to 
pursue. I realize we cannot impose our faith and 
standard of conduct on the next generation once we 
are gone, but we can let them know our dreams and 
faith while we are here. Joshua as much as told Israel, 
"I don’t know what you will do when I’m not here. 
But this is what I hope you will do." What made 
Joshua a great father to follow was his determination 
that he and his family would follow the Lord.

Close:

 Four famous fathers. Men who loved their 
families and served the Lord. Noah lived differently 
from the people around him. Abraham instructed his 
family in the ways of the Lord. Job prayed for his 
family, that their hearts would stay pure. Joshua chose 
the Lord to be Lord of his home. They set their 
families on a godly path leading by example. They 
left footprints worth following. They did simple 
things we all can do. They did right when it would 
have been easier, even acceptable to do wrong. They 
left the familiar and broke away from the crowd. They 
prayed faithfully for their children. And they chose the 
Lord as God of their life and let everyone know it. All 
of these men surrendered their lives to the Lord. 
That’s where it begins. You can make a world of 
difference.
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PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION:

 
80TH ANNUAL 

MEETING



Directors and friends of the Foundation met for the 80th annual meeting at the Metter Primitive Baptist 
Church, in Metter, Georgia on April 24 and 25. After missing three years due to the pandemic, it was a joy 
to gather again in person. Here are some highlights:

41 churches were represented in person by their director and/ or alternate director, with another 20 
represented by proxy. Also present were 16 ministers.

The Treasurer’s Report indicated a 14.2% decrease in gross assets to $1,561,000. The decrease was 
mainly due to $90,000 contributed to various denominational organizations and $73,000 to support the 
Ministers Retirement Plan. (It should be noted that 26% of the assets are loans to churches and another 
18% are restricted to specific activities). The Executive Committee voted to contribute another $77,000 to 
assist in various denominational activities over the coming year.

Bible Study Literature experienced a loss of $25,380 as sales declined by 6%. We thank the churches 
who support this program and encourage others to use this excellent material for both individual and 
group study. It is well-developed and scripturally sound. Material is available for all age groups.

Loans to Churches decreased by $136,000 as two loans were fully paid off. The interest rate is 2.75% 
and borrowing is quick and easy. The maximum loan is $100,000, and a second mortgage can be 
accepted. These funds can be used for any building project of the church, including a pastorium.

Communications included significant development of social media capability as well as ideas for more 
traditional communication. There were 3,402 different individual users of the web page 
(www.progressivepb.org), and there was sharp growth in Facebook, Twitter and Instagram followers. 
Additional outreach was provided through the Banner Herald and E-Banner as well as Email news. The 
goal of these tools is to glorify God and we want everyone to be aware that the denomination has these 
resources.

Sales of the “Hymns of Grace” have now depleted the supply, and a reprint with corrections is 
underway. A good supply of the accompanist edition is still available.

Assistance to Elderly Ministers and Widows, the primary purpose for the Foundation’s beginning in 
1941, increased to $37,000 due to addition of two beneficiaries. This is a very efficient and sensitive way 
to help those who have faithfully served our churches to live their later years in dignity. The Foundation 
has paid out over $2.3 million through this program. We encourage the churches to be aware of potential 
needs of these dear brothers and sisters and know that the Foundation stands ready to help.

The Ministers Retirement Plan suffered a poor investment return, but better than average. This program 
is an excellent long-term vehicle for our ministers to supplement their retirement income. The plan is 
governed by a separate board of trustees chaired by Brother Randall Dillard. Since its inception the 
Foundation has provided over $1.7 million in initial and added contributions, not counting many 
thousands in investment management fees and administrative expenses. Account balances now total 
$3,966,000 and many ministers have achieved very impressive levels of retirement savings (one has an 

12

http://www.progressivepb.org
http://www.progressivepb.org


account balance of $424,000). In 2013 an enhancement was made to the matching formula to provide 
even greater opportunity for retirement savings. Despite concerns about “leveling off” the plan continues 
to grow.

The Progressive Primitive Baptist Library and Archives is well-established next to the Statesboro 
Church. The collection continues to grow with Elder Emerson Proctor’s leadership. Most of our people 
are probably unaware of this valuable resource. It is the only source for much of the historical material 
related to our denomination. Please support it!

Pastoral Growth and Development began as a way to enhance ministerial education. We all want a 
better prepared ministry. (Note: This voluntary program is an initiative of the Ministers School, with 
funding provided by the Foundation.) Only God can call a man to preach, but this is a wonderful way to 
help prepare him.

SONshine Fellowship Team is a relatively new initiative of the Foundation and is headed by Sister 
Michelle Harris. “Touching Others, Lifting Spirits” is the motto as this card ministry seeks to encourage 
widows, retired ministers, elderly and others with special needs by showing our love and appreciation for 
their wisdom and their continued contributions to our denomination and their church family. 

Lending a Helping Hand Committee is another recent addition to the Foundation’s ministries. Chaired 
by Brother Donnie Smith, this group seeks ways to support and encourage struggling Progressive 
Primitive Baptist churches that desire to continue to worship as a congregation. The Foundation has 
earmarked substantial funds to support this initiative.

We are grateful to the Metter Church for their outstanding hospitality, and look forward to next year’s 
meeting at the end of April, location yet to be determined. The Lord has richly blessed the Foundation’s 
work, and we thank you for your faithful prayers and support for its ministries.

Darryl Harris, Secretary ~ Treasurer
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Tri-States Primitive Baptist Youth Fellowship Conference  
June 12 – 17, 2023 
T.A.G. Campground, Lynchburg, TN 

Our weekly theme is The Borne Identity

Hello everyone! 

We would like to invite you to sign up for camp, and inform you of the many things we have planned this year. The link 
for the camp application is https://forms.gle/HdkSNS1nt3f52DTq8. We would like to have all applications by May 15th. 

**PLEASE READ**

Deposits need to be sent via Venmo by May 15th to @TristatesYouthCamp of $15 for each camper. In the subject, please 
put the name(s) of who you are submitting deposits for. If you want to go ahead and pay for the whole week, that is fine 
too, just make sure you put that in the subject as well.

The total for the week is $85 for each camper. If would prefer to mail a check, it needs to be to Mrs. Harriet by May 
15th. Mail checks to: 

Harriet King 
120 Edgewood Road 
McEwen TN 37101

We will be having multiple fundraisers this year for both TAG Campground and Tri-states PBYC Camp. The Quilt 
Raffle and a new Bible Bingo will support Tri-states, and the Cake Auction will go to support TAG. Tickets for the quilt 
are $5/each or 5 for $20. Money can be sent via Venmo to @TristatesYouthCamp or purchased at camp. Bingo cards will 
be $5 and will be available for purchase at camp.

The Venmo for the Quilt Raffle is @TristatesYouthCamp. The link to sign up for the cake auction 
is:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpzAXAWVcBTOxuWns24hdwAzNzHTPwuQroSX0ZN4AuCMSwtA/
viewform

 We hope to have a wonderful and spiritual week together. Please sign up and join us!

Rhonda Phillips, Reporter
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Obituaries
NEWTON, Leola Deloach – 

May 21, 1930 to April 18, 2023.
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, 

Statesboro, Georgia.



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the 
Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


