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THE BEST
FATHER EVER

BY:

ELDER PAT MCCOY

(ATLANTA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST)

ATLANTA, GA



Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his 

name alone is excellent; his glory is above the 

earth and heaven. 

Psalm 148:13 

! Throughout Scripture God reveals Himself 

to us through His names. When we study these 

names that He reveals to us in the Bible, we will 

better understand who God really is. The      

meanings behind God's names reveal the central 

personality and nature of the One who bears 

them. The Bible uses many different names for 

God. For example, in the Old Testament God is 

introduced to us in different situations by          

different names. 

El Shaddai 

(Lord God Almighty) 

El Elyon 

(The Most High God) 

Adonai 

(Lord, Master) 

Yahweh 

(Lord, Jehovah) 

Jehovah Nissi 

(The Lord My Banner) 

Jehovah-Raah 

(The Lord My Shepherd) 

Jehovah Rapha 

(The Lord That Heals) 

Jehovah Shammah 

(The Lord Is There) 

Jehovah Tsidkenu 

(The Lord Our Righteousness) 

Jehovah Mekoddishkem 

(The Lord Who Sanctifies You) 

El Olam 

(The Everlasting God) 

Elohim 

(God) 

Qanna 

(Jealous) 

Jehovah Jireh 

(The Lord Will Provide) 

Jehovah Shalom 

(The Lord Is Peace) 

Jehovah Sabaoth

(The Lord of Hosts) 

! In the New Testament when Christ chose a 

name, an image, an earthly idea which we could 

use to imagine the God of Heaven, he chose the 

word Father. He addressed God in this way 

throughout all of His ministry. According to the 

Gospels, Jesus called God 'Father' virtually every 

time he prayed to Him. He taught his disciples to 

think of God as 'your Father in heaven'. He 

taught us to pray, 'Our Father'. In 87 verses Jesus 

referred to God as "My Father." In 31 verses He 

speaks of "Your Father." And in 11 verses he says 

"Our Father." 

! It was an idea which was taken up with    

enthusiasm by the first Christians: The Apostle 

Paul called Christians 'God's sons and daughters' 
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who could cry out in prayer to God, 'Father! My 

Father!', and who would be blessed by him.       

Romans 8.14-17 "For as many as are led by the 

Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye 

have not received the spirit of bondage again to 

fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 

whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself 

beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs 

of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 

we suffer."

! Galatians 4.5-7 “To redeem them that were 

under the law, that we might receive the         

adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God 

hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into you 

hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art 

no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then 

an heir of God through Christ." It was as if, with 

the coming of Jesus, the time had come for         

humanity to understand God in a new way; as a 

perfect    Father who always wants the best for 

his children.

! If you want to think about the Fatherhood 

of God, think about what you know about         

human fatherhood. And then imagine a father 

without any negative connotations- a father who 

is wholly good- and you have a glimpse of what 

Christ meant when he spoke about his heavenly 

Father. 

Fatherhood Of God

! Throughout the Bible we find God            

portrayed as a Father. This portrayal, however, is 

surprisingly rare in the Old Testament. There 

God is specifically called the Father of the nation 

of Israel (Deuteronomy 32:6 ; Isaiah 63:16 ; [twice] 

64:8 ; Jeremiah 3:4; 3:19 ; 31:9 ; Malachi1:6 ; 2:10) 

or the Father of certain individuals ( 2 Samuel 

7:14 ; 1 Chronicles 17:13 ; 22:10 ; 28:6 ; Psalm 68:5 ; 

89:26 ) only fifteen times. 

! The teaching of the Fatherhood of God 

takes a decided turn with Jesus, for "Father" was 

his favorite term for addressing God. It appears 

on his lips some sixty-five times in the Synoptic 

Gospels and over one hundred times in John. The 

exact term Jesus used is still found three times in 

the New Testament (Mark 14:36 ; Romans 8:15-16 

; Galatians 4:6), but elsewhere the Aramaic term 

Abba is translated by the Greek "pater" [pathvr]. 

The uniqueness of Jesus' teaching on this subject 

is evident for several reasons. For one, the rarity 

of this term for God is striking. There is no        

evidence in pre-Christian Jewish literature that 

Jews addressed God as "Abba. " 

! A second unique feature about Jesus' use of 

Abba as a term for God involves the intimacy of 

the term. Abba was a term little children used 

when they addressed their fathers. At one time it 

was thought that since children used this term to 

address their fathers the nearest equivalent 

would be the English term "Daddy." More recent 

research, however, has pointed out that Abba was 

a term not only that small children used to         

address their fathers; it was also a term that older 

children and adults used. As a result, it is best to 

understand Abba as the equivalent of "Father" 

rather than "Daddy."

! A third unique feature of Jesus' teaching  

concerning the Fatherhood of God is that the     

frequency of this metaphor is out of all              

proportion to what we find elsewhere in the Old 
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Testament and other Jewish literature. (Note 165+ 

times in the four Gospels compared to only 15 

times in the entire Old Testament!) This was not 

just a way Jesus taught his disciples to address 

God; it was the way. They were to pray, "Father, 

hallowed be thy name" (Luke 11:2). This is why 

the Greek-speaking Gentile churches in Galatia 

and Rome continued to address God as Abba. 

They used this foreign title for God because Jesus 

had used it and taught his followers to do so. It 

should be pointed out that although Jesus          

addressed God as "Father" and taught his          

disciples to do the same, he never referred to God 

as "our Father." (Matthew 6:9 is not an exception, 

for here Jesus is teaching his disciples how they 

[plural] should pray.) His "Sonship" was different 

from that of his followers. He was by nature the 

Son; they were "sons" 

through adoption. This is clearly seen in John 

20:17 in the distinction between "my" Father and 

"your" Father. "Jesus saith unto her, Touch me 

not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but 

go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 

unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, 

and your God." 

Who Can Call God Father

! While most people, at least those who do 

not irrationally deny the existence of God, would 

claim that all are "children of God," the Bible     

reveals quite a different truth. We are all His   

creations and under His authority and Lordship 

and will all be judged by Him, but being a child 

of God and having the right to truly call Him 

"Abba Father" is something that only born-again 

Christians are able to do (John 1:12-13). "But as 

many as received him, to them gave He power to 
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become the sons of God, even to them that         

believe on his name: Which were born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 

of man, but of God." 

! Understanding that not all people are      

children of God and that becoming a child of God 

only happens when you are adopted by God 

through faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26) "For 

ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 

Jesus" is important for understanding how and 

why God deals with people differently. If we are 

born again (John 1:12, 3:1-8), we have been 

adopted into the family of God, redeemed from 

the curse of sin and are "joint-heirs with Christ 

Jesus" (Romans 8:17; also Galatians 4:7). Part of 

that new relationship is that God now deals with 

us differently, which includes His chastisement 

when we sin (Hebrews 12:3-11). Because of that 

new relationship, Christians may sin, but they 

cannot be comfortable or content living a life of 

habitual, ongoing sin. If people are living a life 

enslaved to sin and are comfortable in that sin 

and without the chastisement of God upon them, 

then we know they are "bastards (illegitimate) 

and not sons" (Hebrews 12:8). In other words, 

they are unbelievers.

! The misguided but popular concept that all 

people are children of God and can truthfully call 

Him "Abba Father" is simply not true. Just as   

children do not choose to be adopted or choose 

who will adopt them, neither do Christians 

choose to become children of God. Instead, God 

chooses them. He predestines them "to adoption 

as sons by Jesus Christ to Him- self, according to 

the good pleasure of His will" (Ephesians 1:5), 

"Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 

children  by Jesus Christ to himself, according to 

the good pleasure of his will," (Ephesians 1:4). 

! It is life-changing to understand the full 

force of what it means to be able to call the one 

true God our "Father" and what it means to be 

joint-heirs with Christ. Because of our                 

relationship with God, we know He no longer 

deals with us as enemies; instead, we can           

approach a holy God as our heavenly Father with 

"boldness" (Hebrews 10:19) and "full assurance of 

faith" (Hebrews 10:22). We have that confidence          

because of the indwelling presence of the Holy 

Spirit who "beareth witness with our spirit, that 

we are the children of God: And if children, then 

heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if 

so be that we suffer with him, that we may be 

also glorified together." (Romans 8:16-17). 

! The benefits of being adopted children of 

God are many. Becoming a child of God is the 

highest privilege and honor that can be          

imagined. Because of it we have a new               

relationship with God and a new standing before 

Him. He deals with His children differently than 

He deals with the rest of the world. Being a child 

of God, adopted "through faith in Christ Jesus" is 

the source for our hope, the security of our future 

and the motivation to "walk worthy of the         

vocation wherewith ye are called," (Ephesians 

4:1). Being children of the King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords calls us to a higher standard, a different 

way of life and a greater hope.

! As we come to understand the true nature 

of God as revealed in the Bible we should be 

amazed that He not only allows us, but even     

encourages us, to call Him "Abba Father." It 
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is amazing that a holy and righteous God, who 

created and sustains all things, who is the only 

all-powerful, all-knowing, ever-present God, 

would allow sinful humans to call Him "Father." 

As we come to understand who God really is    

sinful we are, the privilege of being able to call 

Him "Abba Father" will take on a whole new 

meaning for us and help us understand God's 

amazing grace. 

! Because of Jesus' use of this metaphor, it is 

not surprising that the rest of the New Testament 

also emphasizes the Fatherhood of God. In Paul's 

letters God is described as "Father" over forty 

times. For Paul this fatherhood is based not so 

much on God's role in creation but rather on the 

redemption and reconciliation He has made 

through Jesus Christ. This is why Paul refers to 

"the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"  

(Romans 15:6; 2 Corinthians 1:3; 11:31). It is 

through the work of Christ that God invites us to 

call him "Abba, Father." 

! How blessed and privileged we are to be 

the sons and daughters of God. How blessed to 

have Jesus as our elder brother and to know God 

as our "Abba, Father." 
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VOICES FROM
THE PAST:

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE 
WORD OF TRUTH

BY ELDER J. WALTER HENDRICKS
(1873 - 1962)

(Editors Note: This article was first published in the 

November, 1937 issue of The Banner Herald and 

was written by Elder J. Walter Hendricks. Earlier in 

that same year of 1937 Elder Hendricks, along 

with Elder John D. Durden and Elder V. F. Agan, 

became editors of The Banner Herald. The exhor-

tation found in this article, though often spoken 

about, is always timely and needed.)



"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth" 

2 Timothy 2:15

! The text quoted above was written by the 

apostle Paul, a seasoned veteran in the ministry 

of Jesus Christ and near the end of his life, and 

under the direct and immediate inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, to Timothy, a young preacher, whom 

Paul addressed as "my own son in the faith" (1 

Timothy 1:1). Let us analyze this text.

! The word translated "study" comes from the 

Greek word that means make haste, be earnest, 

be zealous. Instead of this word "study" meaning 

that the preacher must' strive to compass the 

whole realm of human knowledge, it means that 

he must make haste, or he very earnest about 

showing himself approved unto God, and          

especially in the way he handles the truth. This 

matter of God's approval should be of the utmost 

concern to the preacher. If he does not stand      

approved before God, his labors are all in vain. If 

the preacher be ruled by a man-pleasing spirit, he 

cannot rightly divide the word of truth. There 

were those who believed on Christ in His day, 

but they would not confess Him; "For they loved 

the praise of men, more than the praise of God" 

(John 12:43). These were not preachers, but if they 

had been, they; could not have stood approved 

before God. Paul said of his own ministry, "If I 

yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 

Christ" (Galatians 1:10). It was said of Enoch,   

"before his translation he had this testimony (the 

witness of the Holy Spirit) that he pleased God" 

(Hebrews 11:5). 

! To have the approval of men is not            

necessarily a sign that we do not have the          

approval of God. For when we so preach the 

word of truth as to have the approval of God, we 

shall also have the approval of God's         

heaven-born children if they be in the Spirit and 

walking in the way of truth. But if we should   

purposely so preach as to seek the approval of 

God's children when they are in the flesh or   

walking in disorder, we most assuredly should 

not have the approval of God. 

! When Paul was having trouble with           

Alexander the coppersmith, he said: "At my first 

answer no man stood with me, but all men        

forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to 

their charge" (2 Timothy 4:16). We are perfectly 

sure that Paul stood firm for the truth of God as it 

is in Christ Jesus, but no man stood with him. He 

stood alone, but he had the approval of God. The 

Lord stood with him and strengthened him. How 

calm and serene he must have felt in his soul, and 

yet all men forsook him! How much better it is to 

be right in the sight of God, than to be wrong and 

have the acclaim of all mankind! 

! When Paul at Miletus was making that 

memorable address to the elders of the church 

from Ephesus, among other things he said: "Take 

heed therefore unto your-selves, and to all the 

flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made 

you overseers, to feed the church of God, which 

he hath purchased with his own blood. For I 

know this, that after my departing shall grievous 

wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  

Also of your own selves shall men arise,       

speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 

after them" (Acts 20:28-30). These words of       
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wisdom were spoken by the great man of God to 

a group of elders, preachers beyond any doubt. 

Why did he not say, take heed to one another; 

take heed to the other fellow, especially if you do 

not feel very fond of him? The fact remains that 

he said: "Take heed. . . unto your-selves." While 

this may not be so pleasant, it is very necessary 

and according to the word of God. I can see very 

easily where the other preachers are failing. I 

could tell them in just a few minutes exactly what 

they ought to be doing and how they should  

manage their churches and how and what they 

ought to preach. But I am not given this privilege. 

I am to take heed unto myself. Oh my God, may I 

have the courage and the wisdom to know how 

to do this! I am to take heed unto myself lest I   

become a grievous wolf or one of those speaking 

perverse things. Let me not begin to say, other 

men, may do these things, but I never will.        

Remember the apostle Peter. When Jesus had 

warned him about Satan's desire to sift him, he 

said a wonderful thing: "Lord I am ready to go 

with thee, both into prison, and to death" (Luke 

22:33). Peter felt sure of himself, but how soon 

did he fall! And what a fall! When Jesus told His 

disciples that one of them should betray Him, 

"they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every 

one of them to say un- to him, Lord, is it I"    

(Matthew 26:22)? Let us recognize the possibility 

of our own failure and then seek God's help and 

grace to avoid it. Whoever sees his own         

weakness and flees to God for help, is already 

well on the way to victory. 

! Hear Paul again as he speaks of this        

business of preaching: "Therefore, seeing we have 

this ministry, as we have received mercy, we 

faint not; but have renounced the hidden things 

of   dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor         

handling the word of God deceitfully; but by 
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manifestation of the truth commending ourselves 

to every man's conscience in the sight of God" (2 

Corinthians 4:1,2). There must have been some 

sort of preaching back there that did not "rightly 

divide the word of truth." Again, let us say, 

"Lord, is it I?' Study, take heed, give attention, be 

zealous, be earnest, make haste. For what? That 

the truth of God may be preached aright, that 

God's workmen may not be ashamed, that they 

may be approved unto Him. Whoever goes up to 

the sacred desk with the fear or favor of man in 

his mind, or with a disposition to please men, 

should make haste to come down without    

speaking. But whoever goes up in the fear of 

God, with prayer and consecration to God and 

His word, and forgets all about what men may 

say or think, "let him speak as the oracles of God; 

if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 

which God giveth: that God in all things may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise 

and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Peter 

4:11). 

! In this same connection Paul speaks of 

those who do not grow up in Christ, but remain 

children, "tossed to and fro, and carried about 

with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 

men, and cunning crafti-ness, whereby they lie in 

wait to deceive" (Ephesians 4:14). That there were 

such preachers in Paul's day as practiced            

deception upon the people, striving to deceive 

them or to lead them away from the truth, there 

can be no doubt whatever. How important then 

in our day this thing of "rightly dividing the 

word of truth." The word translated "rightly      

dividing" means "cutting in a straight line," or 

"cutting straight." The old proverb, "Hew to the 

line and let the chips fall where they may" carries 

the same idea. Let the truth be preached as it is in 

God's word, if it makes every man a liar. Romans 

3:4. 

! The idea has been common among old    

Baptist preachers that "rightly dividing the word 

of truth" mean to preach doctrine, experience, 

and practice, giving each line of preaching its 

proper place and equal attention. While there is 

nothing wrong with this idea, so far as I can see, 

this text has no such meaning. Paul evidently 

means for us to preach the truth as it is, whatever 

truth is preached; cut in a straight line. Let there 

be no variation, warping, twisting, perverting, 

omissions or additions, or any juggling of the 

truth to accommodate the false doctrines of men 

or the irregularities in their lives. If the truth, 

"rightly divided," comforts, edifies, strengthens, 

and encourages those who hear it, the name of 

the Lord be praised! If it condemns, reproves,   

rebukes, and humbles those who hear it, and 

even the man who preaches it, in the                

demonstration of the Spirit and power of God, 

again I say the name of the Lord be praised! We 

are not permitted to pervert the truth of God to 

take care of the doctrines and commandments of 

men. If we have members in our churches living 

in sin and reproach before God, we are not       

permitted to withhold the truth of God to save 

their feelings. If the word of truth is rightly        

divided, preached in the fear of God and in the 

power and demonstration of the Spirit of God, 

those in error will be shown "the way of God 

more perfectly," and those in sin and in           

backsliding may be reclaimed. Brethren, let us be 

very zealous, let us make haste to show ourselves 

"approved unto God, rightly dividing the word 

of truth." 
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PRAYING FOR 
REVIVAL

BY:

ELDER DEAN ROBBINS

(FAITH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST)

SAVANNAH, GA



Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 

is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which is 

the first commandment with promise;) 

Ephesians 6:1, 2

! It is believed a woman named Sonora Smart 

Dodd started the first observance of Father's day 

in 1910 in Spokane Washington when she           

organized a day of celebration. Her motivation 

for doing so was the memory of her father, a civil 

war veteran, who had raised six children up as a 

single parent. 

! Then in the late 60's, President Lyndon  

Johnson issued the first proclamation for          

honoring fathers. It wasn't until 1972 that       

President Nixon signed into law that the third 

Sunday of June would be officially designated as 

Father's Day. The honoring of fathers, however, 

goes back further than President's Nixon,       

Johnson and Mrs. Sonora Dodd. The honoring of 

fathers goes all the way back to the days of 

Moses when God wrote His law onto stone       

tablets: "Honour thy father and thy mother: that 

thy days may be long upon the land which the 

LORD thy God giveth thee" (Exodus 20:12). In 

the book of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul reminds 

us of the walk that is worthy of our calling as    

followers of Jesus; it is for children to obey their 

parents; to honor fathers and mothers; and for  

fathers to bring their children up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord. 

! Notice Paul reminds the believers at 

Ephesus of the promise God made relative to the 

law that said Fathers and mothers are to be      

honored. He mentions that this particular statute 

had the promise for one being well and having a 

long life. Paul writes, "That it may be well with 

thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth 

(Ephesians 6:3). 

How sad to see in our society today the break-

down of the family. There is a growing disregard 

for God's law; the result of which is the failure to 

lay hold on God's promise of wellness and long 

life. 

Consider the following statistics:* 

43% of US children live without their father [US 
Department of Census] 

90% of homeless and runaway children are from 
fatherless homes. [US D.H.H.S., Bureau of the 
Census] 

· 80% of rapists motivated with displaced anger 
come from fatherless homes. [Criminal Justice & 
Behavior, Vol 14, pp. 403-26, 1978] 

· 71% of pregnant teenagers lack a father. [U.S.  
Department of Health and Human Services press 
release, Friday, March 26, 1999] 

· 63% of youth suicides are from fatherless 
homes. [US D.H.H.S., Bureau of the Census] 

· 85% of children who exhibit behavioral            
disorders come from fatherless homes. [Center 
for Disease Control] 

· 71% of high school dropouts come from           
fatherless homes.[National Principals Association 
Report on the State of High Schools] 

· 70% of juveniles in state operated institutions 
have no father. [US Department of Justice, Special 
Report, Sept.1988] 

*Statistics gathered from the website, 
http://www.fatherhoodfactor.com/us-fatherless-
statistics/

! Our culture continues to reap the sorrowful 

consequences of rebellion against God and        

rebellion against God's design for the family. The 

latest example of rebellion is seen in the national 
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news concerning the rights of transgendered   

people using the restroom of their 'gender      

identity.' The President of our Country has even 

threatened to bring the heavy hand of the        

government upon those who oppose his edict   

requiring that transgendered be allowed the use 

of the bathroom or showers of the gender that 

they identify as their gender. The consequences 

of these things, should they continue, is only    

further heartache and continual strife. Such      

conditions are bound to bring the lack of        

well-being and also the lack of living a long life. 

! As we come to the day set aside for the   

honoring of fathers, let us remember the way to 

wellness and long life. It is for fathers and     

mothers to bring up their children in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord. It is for children to 

obey their parents in the Lord. It is for children to 

honor their fathers and mothers. Our nation is 

need of revival. We need to return to the values 

that honor our Father in heaven. As the hymn of 

revival exhorts, "Send a revival, O Christ, my 

Lord, Let it go over the land and sea, Send it      

according to Thy dear Word, and let it begin in 

me." Revival must begin with ourselves; we must 

submit to the authority of God's word. We must 

obey the moral law. Once revival begins in us, it         

extends to the church. The only hope for revival 

in our country is for the church of Jesus Christ, 

within our country, to be revived. May God bless 

us with such revival! Let us unite together in 

prayer for such a revival! 

! I'm most grateful for my father and mother. 

I'm thankful they honored their responsibility to 

bring both myself and my sister up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord. I am grateful to have 

grown up in a church where there were many   

examples of godly fathers and mothers. Fathers, 

may your day of honor be a truly joyful one! 

Happy Father's Day!
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NEWS FROM THE 
DENOMINATION



Report from Primitive Baptist Preacher’s Wives Meeting

The Primitive Baptist Preacher’s Wives and Widows and Licentiates’ Wives held 

their annual meeting in March at Camp Hillview with twelve ladies attending. As 

usual, we had such a blessed time of fellowship and sharing. Our Program Director 

presented us with an interesting and informative program concerning stress and the 

biblical method of handling it. Our Food Chairwoman provided us with           

mouth-watering meals. We got such a blessing out of our visit to The Oaks at 

Bethany where we were warmly greeted by Sister Sherry Vaughn and all the staff, 

especially Sister Sylvia, and they presented us with a lovely laminated poem entitled 

“The Preacher’s Wife.” Following our devotional and singing program, the ladies of 

the Metter Primitive Baptist Church served delicious refreshments. We elected new 

officers this year as well. The only sad thing was Sister Annette Bacon received the 

heart-breaking news that her aunt had died the last day of our meeting and we all 

comforted her and held her up in prayers. We really encourage other wives to attend 

next year even if they can only come for a day. We always leave there feeling uplifted 

in our spirits and ready to get back ‘on the firing line.’

Sister Linda Fussell, Secretary

Available For Supply

Elder Lee Price
3285 Cedar Creek Road

Collins, GA 30401

(H): 912-693-7561

(C): 706-699-0226

eldlp@yahoo.com

Elder Richard Davis
(H): 912-927-1233

(C): 912-657-1569

Available on

1st & 3rd Sunday’s

mailto:eldlp@yahoo.com
mailto:eldlp@yahoo.com


Southern States Bible Conference
Epworth By The Sea

St. Simons Island, GA

July 11 - 14, 2016

Theme: “BEHOLD THE LAMB”

Monday, July 11, 2016
7:15 P.M.

Fellowship, Music, Singing, Bluegrass, Gospel, 

Old Standards The Band Kelley

Tuesday, July 12, 2016
9:30 A.M. - General Assembly - Conference Affairs

11:00A.M. - The Lamb Promised - Elder Hugh Thompson

2:30 P.M. - Seminar Session #1

1 - Christ - His Ministry Toward Women (Elder Richard Davis)

2 - Social Media and Christian Witness (Lic. Andrew Tucker)

3 - Denominational Outreach Ministries (Elder Mike Newman)

3:30 P.M. - The Lamb of Passover - Elder Matt Yawn

4:30 P.M. - The Lamb Prepared - Elder Steve Taylor

7:30 P.M. - The Lamb Provided - Elder Lavone Anderson

Wednesday, July 13, 2016
9:30 A.M. - The Lamb Recognized - Elder Paul Thomas

11:00 A.M. - The Lamb as a Sheep before the Shearer - Elder Keith Hamilton

2:30 P.M. - Seminar Session #2 [Repeat Session #1]

3:30 P.M. - Seminar Session #3 [Repeat Session #1]

4:30 P.M. - Prayers for... - Elder Pat McCoy

7:30 P.M. The Lamb Presented - Elder Don Gilbert

Thursday, July 14, 2016
9:30 A.M. General Assembly - Conference Affairs

10:45 A.M. The Lamb Glorified - Elder Craig Campbell

12:25 P.M. Conference Adjourns

[Our youth will attend several general and seminar sessions in addition to their worship services and fun activities.]

For additional information and registration forms, visit the ‘Events’ tab at our website:

www.progressivepb.org

Or Contact

Rufus ‘R.L.’ Akins

275 John Daniel Lane

Statesboro, GA 30458

(912)-682-8188

rufusakins@gmail.com

Kasey Hagan, Treasurer

5843 Highway 83 South

Culloden, GA 31016

(912)-618-0083

kaseyh27@gmail.com

http://www.progressivepb.org
http://www.progressivepb.org
mailto:rufusakins@gmail.com
mailto:rufusakins@gmail.com
mailto:kaseyh27@gmail.com
mailto:kaseyh27@gmail.com


Central States Bible Conference

Our Central States Bible Conference is scheduled for July 18th through July 21st. 

Please put it on your calendar now and plan to attend. Tell others and encourage 

them to also attend. We have  the following speakers on the program at this time:

Elder Gary Brinson - Concord, IL

Elder - Jeff Winfrey - Dawson Springs PBC, Madisonville, KY

Licentiate Darren Carter - Mt. View PBC, Rainsville / Ft. Payne, AL

Elder Kurt Bacon - Ramah PBC, Barnesville, GA

Licentiate Ben Nesmith Jr. - Statesboro PBC, Statesboro, GA

Elder W.H. (Bill) Durrence - Olney PBC, Oak Park, GA

Elder Steve Pearce - Hickory Springs PBC, Tifton, GA

Vincennes University, Vincennes, IN is the location again this year.

More deatils will be shared as they become available.

Jim & Peggy Bowen - Jwbowen1956@yahoo.com



The Fifty-Fourth Annual Primitive Baptist Music Workshop

July 5 - 8, 2016

This year’s Music Workshop will be held July 5 - 8 at Camp Hillview. The MW Board 

of Directors made the decision to move Workshop Week to the first week of July this 

year because of the necessary change made to the schedule for the Southern States 

Bible Conference. Make plans now to join us for an exciting week of worship and 

music, honoring our Lord and Savior, as we strive to enhance our efforts to serve 

Him!

Theme: My Chains Are Gone

The theme for Workshop 2016, My Chains Are Gone, is based on Psalm 40:2-3. The 

Psalmist had a new song in his heart because the Lord delivered him from personal 

problems described as a “horrible pit and miry clay.” Our midday worship services 

will examine three areas of life experience in which the Lord frees us from our 

“chains.” Elder Randy Waters, pastor of the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church will 

bring the messages from God’s Word.

Evening Activities

As always, we encourage not only those attending the Workshop as delegates, but all 

others as well, to join us for the special services and events each evening of the Music 

Workshop. This year’s nighttime schedule includes:

Tuesday Evening (July 5th) - “Hymn Sing”

Wednesday Evening (July 6, 2016) - “The Last Living Supper”

Thursday Evening (July 7, 2016) - “Fun Night”

Friday Evening (July 8, 2016) - “Sacred Concert”

For more information, please check out the Music Workshop website:

www.pbmusicworkshop.com

http://www.pbmusicworkshop.com
http://www.pbmusicworkshop.com


NEWS FROM THE 
CHURCHES



Lake Chapel Church

Patterson, GA

! We observed communion service March 24 

and Resurrection Sunday was celebrated March 

27. Lunch was enjoyed in the annex after         

services. Following lunch, the children enjoyed 

an Easter egg hunt. Elder Sam Bennett has         

accepted our call as pastor for another year. Lic. 

Andrew Tucker of Brooklet filled our pulpit    

Sunday, April 17, while Bro. Sam was away. Hope 

everyone is preparing for the Southern States    

Bible Conference in July. Lake Chapel and      

Comfort Chapel will host the conference this 

year. Please be in prayer that all we do will be 

pleasing to God. If you are in our area, please 

stop by and visit with us. 

- Susie Deal, Reporter -

------------------------------------------------------------------

Primitive Grove Church

Cobbtown, GA

! "Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 

praised; and his greatness is unsearchable" 

(Psalm 145:3). The members and friends who  

worship at Primitive Grove thank God for His 

amazing grace and tender mercies. God has truly 

blessed our church with His favor. On Mother's 

Day, Brother Lewis and Sister Sue Holland gave a 

generous donation to the church which will be 

used for the purpose carpeting the church. Their 

love for God, His church, and His people is       

evident in their actions. We appreciate their       

desire to help the church in this manner. Our 

Heavenly Father continues to bless us spiritually 

as we rejoice in His Word. On Mother's Day we 

were blessed us with a new addition to our 

church membership. Brother Andre Goggins 

made his profession of faith and was accepted by 

the church pending baptism. On May 17-19 we 

held our Annual Meeting. Our guest ministers 

were Elder J. Lindy Webb, Jr., Elder Mike        

Newman, and Elder Lee Price. God empowered 

each of these brothers to deliver wonderful     

messages from God's Word. It was a time of      

inspirational preaching, outstanding singing, and 

great fellowship. Our meeting ended on Sunday, 

May 22, with a message from our pastor, Elder 

Richard Davis. At the close of the service Sister 

Vicky Davis, Brother Todd Kemp, and Sister    

Ginger Leverett came forward making their     

professions of faith and asking for church      

membership. Baptismal Service for our four     

candidates has been set for Sunday, June 12. 

Please pray for these new members as they      

continue their Christian journey and for our 

church that we may truly be a blessing to them 

and a beacon of Light to others. Please come   

worship with us as you have the opportunity.

- Elder Richard Davis, Pastor -
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OBITUARIES

WAGNER JR, Dillon Jarrett “Jack” -

June 17, 1935 - May 17, 2016

Comfort Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Waycross, Georgia.

(Charter Member)

For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, 

worketh for us a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory; 

While we look not at the things which are seen, 

but at the things which are not seen: 

for the things which are seen aretemporal; 

but the things which are not seen are eternal.

[2 Corinthians 4:17 - 18]



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to 

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated       

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,

inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons 

in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is ,

sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will, 

and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,

and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,

and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 

Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the 

Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We 

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by 

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the 

Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the 

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and 

fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body 

reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment 

in hell forever.


