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Hope in God in
Hopeless Times

Elder Pat McCoy
Contributing Editor



          The times we live in are very troubling. People losing their jobs, the stock
market goes up and down, natural catastrophes, and uncertainty in what the
future holds. In today’s economy there is little to hope for in the future. However,
God is never caught off guard or by surprise. God knows the future. You are not
the only one that has felt that there is no hope. Even Bible heroes had their times
when they wanted to give up. Job, Moses, Jonah, Jeremiah, even the powerful
prophet in the Old Testament, Elijah. 
 
          Humans have definitions of hope that are different from God’s. We might
hope our team wins the Super Bowl, or we might hope we don’t lose our jobs or
our houses. But the biblical definition of hope is not a hope-so but a know so. Our
hope in God is surer than the sun rising in the morning. Just read these verses of
hope and put yourself or your own name in the place of “I” or “we”. Where is
hope found? It is in the Bible, the Word of God. Psalm 119:74 “…because I have
hoped in thy word.”, in Psalm 119:81 “… but I hope in thy word.”, and in Psalm
130:5 “… and in his word do I hope.” 
 
          Here is real hope. When a person reads the Word of God (Bible) they can
know for certain that they have a secure and certain future for God will never
allow us to suffer beyond the capabilities He gives to us to handle it. “There hath
no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 1Corinthians 10:13.  There is
nothing on this earth more certain than hope in God. He will never leave us nor
will He ever forsake us. He is our anchor in the present and for the future.

          Note the following expressions of hope found in scriptures. Several verses
speak of those who “wait” on the LORD. That is they look to him, are silently
listening for Him, hoping in Him for their needs, desires, and future. 



Redemptive Hope

Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is
plenteous redemption. And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. Psalm
130:7-8  
 
          If you are a believer you can rest assured that God’s love is unfailing and He
will deliver us in the days of calamity. He has rescued the believers from certain
judgment and promised us an eternal home with Him. Instead of using ink, God
has signed this redemption with Jesus’ own blood which seals you permanently.
When our hope is in the Lord and not in ourselves, it is a rock solid hope.

Gift of Hope

Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope.
Psalm 119:49 

          We know that there is always hope when we trust in God for He has given
us His Holy Spirit to seal us as we read in Ephesians 1:13, “In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,”

Future Hope

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” Jeremiah 29:11. The New King
James says, “…to give you a future and a hope.” 
 
          God has plans for you. You can bank on that. His plans are not intended to
harm you but to prosper you. Now this does not mean that He plans to make you
rich but He does plan for you to have a secure future. God says that He has plans
for you and He knows them even if we do not. Your stockbroker or financial
adviser might have plans for you too, but they do not know the future, they may



try to plan for a secure future but they do not have the ability to bring it about.
God knows your future and is planning it better than anyone else can, ever
ourselves.

Unending Hope

“Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth and for ever.” Psalm 131:3 
 
          Hope is for now, it is for today, and it is for tomorrow too. Jesus clearly tells
Christians that He will never leave us, never forsake us, and will never, ever caste
us away. ”All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to
me I will in no wise cast out.” John 6:37. This promise is for tomorrow morning,
next week, and next year. This hope is the believer’s hope that covers their entire
life. It is without end and will stay with us until Jesus comes for us. 
 
Lovely Hope

The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy
(his unfailing love). Psalm 147:11 
 
          I am a father, grandfather and great grandfather. My children have troubles
at times. They sometimes come to me for advice. I am always offering them hope
that all things will work out for their best despite what today may seem like. “and
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose.“ Romans 8:28.  I delight when they come to
me with their troubles. The Lord also delights when we put our hope in Him and
His unfailing love. He wants us to depend upon Him for everything. He delights
to give us the desires of our hearts. “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall
give thee the desires of thine heart.” Psalm 37:4. 

Unashamed Hope

“Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed:” Psalm 25:3 



          If we have our hope in the right place, that is not in ourselves, our jobs, our
circumstances, but in God alone, we will never be disappointed. We will never be
ashamed for placing our hope in Him because He has the power to deliver us out
of all our troubles. We do not possess that power. Our 401K does not have such
power. God owns the whole earth, He owns every animal in the forest, and He is
the owner of the cattle on a thousand hills as Psalm 50:10-11 says, “For every
beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls
of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.”

Guiding Hope

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do
I wait all the day. Psalm 25:5 
 
          We are finite creatures and cannot look beyond today but God has planned
every step we take. He guides us and protects us, even in areas where the dark
shadows of death seem imminent in the lowest valleys (Psalm 23). We might plan
our own course but God Himself determines where our steps go. “A man's heart
deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.” Proverbs 16:9. 

Protective Hope

“Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and our shield.” Psalm 33:20 
 
          Our hope in God is a shied of life. Not only a shield in eternal life but in the
present life. He is our help when we need it and our shield when we need
protecting. God alone is our help and our shield.

Praiseworthy Hope

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope
thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my
God.” Psalm 42:11  This is repeated in v. 5 and also in Psalm 43:5. 



          Here the Psalmist examines his own heart in asking, why am I so downcast?
Why am I so disturbed? When really he has no reason to be because when hope is
in God we have reason to praise our Savior and our God. If you do not know
Christ, then I would agree that there is every good reason to be downcast, to be
depressed, and to be so disturbed. The world is the most uncertain place to live in
today above any other day but not so for those whose hope is in God.

Restful Hope

“My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.” Psalm 62:5 
 
          I have often times wrestled with tomorrow while I lay down to sleep. The
many “what if’s” haunt my mind and do not allow me to sleep as I rehearse the
day’s events and worry about what happens tomorrow if…. But worrying about
tomorrow is borrowing trouble from tomorrow and spending it on today. When
you realize that tomorrow is already taken care of by God alone and the hope you
have in Him, then you can find rest. It is easier to sleep tonight if you know
tomorrow is in God’s hands. 
 
          Where is your hope? Whom do you hope and trust in for today and
tomorrow and forever?



I. Quiz: General Knowledge and Bible Trivia

Bibliaon
Holy Bible Online (Answers On Page 13 )

(1) Which of these did not have their name changed in the Bible?

A) Sarah
B) Abraham
C) Jacob
D) David
E) Peter

(2) What is the name and age of the oldest person mentioned in
the Bible?

A) Enosh, lived 905 years
B) Noah, lived 990 years
C) Methusaleh, lived 969 years
D) Queen Esther, lived 859 years

(3) What names was Moses supposed to give to the Israelites
when asked about who had sent him?

A) "Elohim" 
B) "El Shaddai" 
C) "I am who I am" 
D) "I am the Lord" 

(4) Which animal spoke to Balaam?

A) donkey 
B) camel 
C) lamb 
D) dove 

(5)  In the stories of Samuel, which is not true? 

A) His mother was called Hannah 
B) He anointed 3 kings of Israel: Joseph, Saul, and David 
C) He succeeded the prophet Eli 
D) He had a vision while he was still very young 



(6) As a shepherd, David protected his flock from two dangerous
animals. Which ones? 

A) snake and camel 
B) bear and lion 
C) snake and wolf 
D) bear and scorpion 

(7) As a baby, how was Moses saved from Pharaoh's murderous decree? 

A) He was rushed out of Egypt 
B) He was hidden in a cave 
C) He was put in a basket and thrown into the river 
D) He was taken to the temple to serve God 

(8) How many close disciples did Jesus have?
A) 10 
B) 7 
C) 5 
D) 12 

(9) Complete the verse: “For God so loved the world...”
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

who sent his Son into the world, so that the world might be
saved through him. (John 6:16)

to the point that we are called his children, and indeed we are.
(1 John 3:1)

who came for his own, but his own did not receive him.
(John 1:11)

(10) What is the name of the island where John wrote the book of
Revelation? 

A) Island of Crete 
B) Island of Malta 
C) The island of Patmos 
D) The island of Pergamon 

(Answers On Page 13 )



Anxiety

By:
Arthur W. Pink



"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;" (Phil. 4:6 NKJV.)  
 
          WORRYING is as definitely forbidden as theft. This needs to be carefully
pondered and definitely realized by us, so that we do not excuse it as an innocent
"infirmity." The more we are convicted of the sinfulness of anxiety, the sooner are
we likely to perceive that it is most dishonoring to God, and "strive against" it.
(Heb. 12:4) Buy how are we to "strive against" it? First, by begging the Holy Spirit
to grant us a deeper conviction of its enormity. Second, by making it a subject of
special and earnest prayer, that we may be delivered from this evil. Third, by
watching its beginning, and as soon as we are conscious of harassment of mind, as
soon as we detect the unbelieving thought, lift up our heart to God and ask Him
for deliverance from it. The best antidote for anxiety is frequent meditation upon
Gods goodness, power and sufficiency. When the saint can confidently realize
"The Lord is My Shepherd," he must draw the conclusion, "I shall not want!"
Immediately following our exhortation is, "but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be made known unto God." Nothing
is too big, and nothing is too little to spread before and cast upon the Lord. The
"with thanksgiving" is most important, yet it is the point at which we most fail. It
means that before we receive Gods answer, we thank Him for the same: it is the
confidence of the child expecting his Father to be gracious. --A. W. Pink  

"(25) Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food
and the body more than clothing? . . . (33) But seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you." (Matt. 6:25,33) 



Answers To Quiz:

1. Answer D - David did not have his name changed. Sarah was Sarai
(Gen. 17:15), Abraham was Abram (Gen. 17:5), Jacob became Israel (Gen.
32:28) and Peter was Simon (John 1:42). 
 
2. Answer C - Methuselah lived for 969 years. He was the son of Enoch,
who walked with God and was Noah's grandfather. 
 
3. Answer C - "I am who I am" was the answer given by God to Moses
when he asked about his name. Exodus 3:13-14. 
 
4. Answer A - The Lord made the donkey speak to Balaam when he went
to meet Balak to curse God's people in exchange for riches. Numbers
22:28 
 
5. Answer B - The prophet Samuel anointed Saul and David as kings of
Israel. Joseph was not a king. He had been governor in Egypt many
years before. 
 
6. Answer B - David killed A lion and a bear. 1 Samuel 17:34-37 
 
7. Answer C - Moses was put in a basket and left by the river. Pharaoh's
daughter saw him and adopted him as her son. 
 
8. Answer D - Jesus chose 12 disciples who used to accompany him
throughout his ministry. Luke 6:12-16 
 
9. Answer A - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” John 3:16 
 
10. Answer C - On the island of Patmos, John saw a vision of what will
happen at the end of time. See Revelation 1:9



How Doubting Thomas
Finds Faith

Bethlehem College and Seminary | Minneapolis 

Message by John Piper 

Scripture: John 20:24–31 Topic: Faith 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-doubting-thomas-finds-faith


          John 20:31 is the main point of this passage, and indeed of the whole book:
“These are written [the story of Thomas and Jesus] so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.” To say it another way, this text and this Gospel are designed by God to be
the means by which the miracle of a believing heart comes into existence and
perseveres.

Surprising Request 
         Eight days before the encounter between Jesus and Thomas, the ten disciples
were gathered behind locked doors when Jesus suddenly stood in their midst and
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he showed them his hands and his side (John
20:19–20). Thomas wasn’t with them. So, in verse 25, the disciples say to him,
“We have seen the Lord.” To which Thomas responds, surprisingly, “Unless I see
in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails,
and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 
          The reason I say this is a surprising response is because it’s ten to one. And
these are his friends. He has served side by side with them through thick and thin
for three years. What’s he saying? Surely he’s not saying, “You’re all liars.” Surely
he’s not saying, “You’re all trying to play a trick on me.” What’s he saying? 
 
          I think the clue to what he’s saying is in the details of what he demands in
verse 25 (in the middle of the verse): “I have to see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails.” In other words, “I don’t
care what you’ve seen — a spirit, a ghost, a vision. You may be telling the truth.
But what I can’t believe is that the man hanging on that cross — with nails in his
hands and feet and spear thrust into his side to make sure he was dead — that
man, that very man, with those wounds, is alive.”

          Now, this is no tribute to Thomas. But it is helpful to us. It’s not a tribute
because ten reliable eyewitnesses all testify not only that Jesus is alive but that he
did in fact show them his hands and his side. This was why they were so happy.



That was enough, Thomas! You should have believed. Jesus is going to say in
verse 29, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Eyewitness
testimonies from ten reliable friends is enough, Thomas. So, Thomas’s rejection of
their testimony is not a tribute.

          Eyewitness testimonies are God’s plan for how the miracle of a believing
heart comes into existence. Recall John’s testimony in John 19:35: “He who saw it
[the crucifixion] has borne witness — his testimony is true, and he knows that he is
telling the truth — that you also may believe.” Or in John 1:7, John the Baptist
“came . . . to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.”
Or John 4:39 says, “Many Samaritans . . . believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony.” And here in John 20:25, Thomas has ten reliable friends saying, “We
have seen the Lord.” Thomas’s unbelief is not a tribute to courageous skepticism.

“Jesus’s grace is powerful. It goes beyond ordinary
human possibilities.” 

          But it is a help to us. That’s why John records it. It’s a help to our believing.
It’s another testimony of the apostle John, another part of the written witness
designed to be a means to the miracle of a believing heart not only coming into
existence, but persevering. Recall John 8:31: “Jesus said to the Jews who had
believed him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples.’” There was a
good deal of temporary, flash-in-the-pan believing in Jesus’s day, as there is
today. That was not the kind of believing that saves. John is bearing witness, even
of Thomas, to help people begin believing and keep on believing.

How does this story help us? I’ll mention three ways.

Jesus, Crucified and Risen 
First, it is the strongest and clearest evidence in John’s Gospel that the very Jesus
who was crucified, dead, and buried is in fact alive. When I was in seminary, it
was a burning question: If someone brought the bones of Jesus in a wheelbarrow
into this classroom, would you still be a Christian? And we were reading people



in those days who answered, “Of course. The memory of the resurrection is a
symbol of hope. The spirit of Jesus lives on, and Christianity bears witness that
life is not hopeless.” 
 
          To which, of course, Paul responds in 1 Corinthians 15:14, “If Christ has not
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” And
in Romans 8:11, “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.” And in the Gospel of John, Jesus
says, This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day. . . No one can come to me unless the Father who
sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. (John 6:39–40, 44) 
 
          Eternal life in the Gospel of John is not disembodied life. The crucified Jesus
was raised from the dead bodily and will raise us up on the last day. Years ago, I
heard a sermon by a major evangelical leader that most of you would know, and
he said that the Jesus in heaven today does not have a physical body. I was
flabbergasted. So, I emailed him, because I know him. And I pointed him mainly
to Philippians 3:20–21: Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious
body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
 
         Regardless of how slow to believe Thomas was, we owe to him one of the
clearest demonstrations of the bodily resurrection of the very Jesus who is
crucified under Pontius Pilate. Because when Jesus showed up in John 20:27, he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Our Lord Jesus is alive
with his glorious body at God’s right hand, and he is the same person who was
crucified. Great hymns have captured this for us.



For example,

Crown him the Lord of love; 
Behold his hands and side: 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified.

Or the hymn “Arise, My Soul, Arise”:

Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
Received on Calvary; 
They pour effectual prayers; 
They strongly plead for me. 
“Forgive him, oh forgive,” they cry, 
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!”

          So, the first way the story of Thomas helps us is by making plain that it was
the very crucified Jesus that is alive today. 

Peace in Our Midst
         The second way this story helps us is by giving us a beautiful example of the
power and patience of the grace of Jesus. And how personal it is. Compare John
20:19 and John 20:26: On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

          Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.”

         In verse 19, Jesus is approaching the ten disciples as a group for the first time
since the crucifixion. In verse 26, he is approaching that same group plus Thomas.
How will he approach this group after his crucifixion? Will he come in anger, or
will he come in mercy? Will he come in judgment, or will he come in peace? 



          Three things are exactly the same in these two verses (John 20:19 and John
20:26). The first is that the doors were locked in both cases. Second, it says he
stood among them. And third, it says he spoke to them peace. “Peace be with you.”
He spoke peace, not judgment. And he stood among them, not over against them.
And he went beyond what is humanly possible by simply nullifying the obstacle of
the locked doors.

          His grace is also patient and personal. The slowness of these eleven apostles
to understand and believe throughout Jesus’s ministry pushed Jesus’s patience
farther than any ordinary human could endure. You can hear it in his words to
Philip on John 14:9: “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me,
Philip?” Or in John 16:12: “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot
bear them now.” Worst of all, Jesus told them ahead of time, in John 16:32,
“Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each
to his own home, and will leave me alone.”

          And in spite of all that slowness to comprehend (which more than once he
called “hardness of heart”) and that final desertion, here he is in triumphant
power over a sealed grave and locked doors, standing among them and declaring
peace. 
 
          This is a great help to us. It helps us keep on believing. Because one of the
reasons people give up on Christ is the persistence of our own indwelling sin. Ten,
twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy years into our walk with Jesus, we keep
feeling things and saying things and doing things that make us cry out, “Oh
wretched man that I am.” And the devil tempts us to take that cry and
think, There’s no hope for us. 

          May I encourage you, younger people? Not only will you never cease to
need the powerful, personal, patient grace of Jesus, but his resources of patience
will always be greater than your need. My own testimony to you is that
progressive sanctification never puts you beyond sin in this life. And I have found
that in spite of my sinful feelings, sinful words, and sinful deeds, this same living



Jesus walks through locked doors, stands by me, and says, “My peace I give to
you, if you will have it.” The powerful, personal, patient grace of Jesus is very
precious to me. It is one of the great ways that he has kept me believing.

          So, the first way the story of Thomas helps us believe is by graphically
portraying the wounds of the living Christ. The second way the story helps us is
by graphically portraying the powerful, personal, patient grace of Jesus.

‘My Lord and My God’
          The third way this story helps us believe in Christ is by giving us the most
exalted personal testimony of his deity: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). In
verse 27, after saying to the eleven, including Thomas, “Peace be with you,” Jesus
says to Thomas directly, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

          Besides the grace of Jesus in giving Thomas more evidence than he deserved,
two things are striking. The first and most obvious is the height to which Thomas
soared in his believing. Nobody else in this Gospel said, “Jesus, you are my Lord
and my God.” In John 1:49, Nathanael had said to him, “Rabbi, you are the Son
of God! You are the King of Israel!” That’s almost the same. But the greatest
personal testimony spoken in this Gospel belongs to Thomas. 
 
          “Lord” can mean “sir” (John 4:11), “master” (John 13:16), or “God” (John
1:23; Yahweh in Isaiah 40:3) in this Gospel. But “my Lord” paired with “my God”
does not mean a polite “sir” or a mere earthly “master.” This is Thomas going low
to say, “I’m not my own. I am not my master and lord. I am bought. I am owned.
I am subject. I have no authority anymore in myself. It belongs entirely to Jesus,
my Lord. And more than that, he is my God, my Creator.” 

          In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him,
and without him was not anything made that was made. (John 1:1–3) Whom have



I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever. (Psalm 73:25–26)  “My Lord and my God!” That is the first and most
obvious striking thing about Thomas’s response in verse 28 — the height to which
Thomas soared in his believing: “My Lord and my God!”

“Jesus’s resources of patience will  
always be greater than your need.” 

          The second striking thing is that there is no record that he touched Jesus.
Thomas had said plainly and forcefully in verse 25, “Unless I . . . place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will not believe.” So,
in great patience and grace, Jesus said in verse 27, “Here they are. Put your finger
in my hands. Put your hand in my side.” But all we hear is, “My Lord and my
God!” (verse 28). There is no statement that he touched Jesus. 
 
          Why? He demanded the evidence — more than he needed or deserved. In
undeserved, abounding mercy, Jesus gave it to him. And he didn’t use it. What are
we to make of that? 
 
          What we are to make of it is this: In the Gospel of John, believing is a divine
miracle, not a mental calculation. To be sure, believing is based on evidence,
especially the evidence of eyewitness testimony. As John said in 1 John 1:3, “That
which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ.” So, this living, believing fellowship with the Father and the Son,
based on the testimony of the apostles, is a divine miracle, not a calculation. 

          John 6:35–37 records, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to
me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. But I said to
you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me will
come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.” 
 
          They saw (many saw!) and did not believe. Why? Because believing is more
than



than calculating the evidence: “All that the Father gives me will come to me”
(John 6:37). So, when Jesus says to Thomas in John 20:29, “Have you believed
because you have seen me?” the answer is, “Yes, but seeing me in the flesh was not
decisive.” And Thomas knew it. He knew in that instant that he didn’t need to
touch Jesus. “This battle is over. I don’t need to see anymore. I don’t need to
touch. I’ve been given new eyes. Everything is changed. My Lord and my God!”  

          And oh, how clearly then it follows in verse 29, “Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.” Why? Because the blessing of believing is a divine
miracle that comes through the testimony of eyewitnesses. Do you remember how
Jesus prayed in John 17:20? He says, “I do not ask for these only, but also for
those who will believe in me through their word.” Now John says, “These [things]
are written [by one who saw] so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). 
 
          The composite testimony of the Gospel of John (and how much more the
whole New Testament) is the means by which the miracle of a believing heart
comes into existence and perseveres. Thomas thought he needed more evidence
than the testimony of ten reliable friends who said, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he didn’t. You don’t either. What he needed was a miracle: “My Lord and my
God!” 

John Piper (@JohnPiper) is founder and teacher of Desiring God and chancellor of Bethlehem
College and Seminary. For 33 years, he served as pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He is author of more than 50 books, including Desiring God: Meditations
of a Christian Hedonist and most recently Foundations for Lifelong Learning: Education in Serious
Joy. Read more about John. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/authors/john-piper
https://twitter.com/JohnPiper
https://bcsmn.edu/
https://bcsmn.edu/
https://www.desiringgod.org/books
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/desiring-god
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/desiring-god
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/foundations-for-lifelong-learning
https://www.desiringgod.org/books/foundations-for-lifelong-learning
https://www.desiringgod.org/about/teachers/john-piper


Obituaries



Mrs. Burdie Long McKinley Brannon, age 97,
of Thomaston, died Sunday, June 8, 2025, at
Upson Regional Medical Center.  
 
Funeral services for Mrs. Brannon will be held
on Friday, June 13, at 11:00 AM, in the chapel
of Fletcher-Day Funeral Home. Elder Chris
Hill will officiate, and interment will follow in
South View Cemetery. The family will receive
friends on Thursday evening, June 12, from

Mrs. Burdie Long McKinley Brannon

5:00 until 7:00 PM, at Fletcher-Day Funeral Home. 
 
Mrs. Brannon was born in Upson County on May 16, 1928, to the late Homer
Long and the late Dallie Bea Bassett Long. She was a homemaker and had worked
for Martha Mills in the canteen and the lab. She was an avid gardener, and she
enjoyed writing poetry and song lyrics. Mrs. Brannon was the oldest member of
Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church. 
 
Mrs. Brannon was preceded in death by her first husband, George Aldine
McKinley; her second husband, Ralph Kenyon Brannon; and a son, Gaylen
McKinley. She is survived by a daughter, Sharon (Hardy) Mitchell of Thomaston;
four grandchildren: Mack (April) Mitchell of Blackshear, GA; Shannon (Brett)
Hammonds of Stockbridge, GA; Adrian Griffith of Thomaston, GA; and Callie
(Sam) Coker of Thomaston, GA; and eleven great grandchildren: Ethan Mitchell,
Avery Griffith, Cody Mitchell, Alex Hammonds, Britney Hammonds, Mattie
Griffith, Noah Mitchell, Marlie Kelly, Maizy Kelly, Tatum Coker, and Beau
Coker, Many nieces and nephews also survive. 
 
The family requests that those desiring make memorial contributions to Bethlehem
Primitive Baptist Church, C/O Elder Chris Hill, 102 Wynnwood Trail, Thomaston,
GA 30286 



Lattie Dekle Price, age 99, of Wrightsville, GA,
found eternal peace on June 4, 2025, under the
watchful eye of hospice and her loving
daughter Mary. 
 
Born on November 23, 1925, the daughter of
Leo and Corrine Dekle. She grew up in Metter,
GA, and after graduating from high school, she
moved to Atlanta, GA., to attend school. 

Lattie Dekle Price

Sister Lattie met the love of her life at the Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church after
he returned from WWII. They married in the church October of 1945, and
together they shared 51 wonderful years. Her loving husband, Burt passed away in
November of 1996.   
 
They were both faithful members of the Atlanta Church until they moved to
Wrightsville. They moved there to take over the family farm and help care for
ageing parents.  
 
She was a devoted mother to Lee Price (Catherine), Everett Price (Katie), John
Price (Gisele), and Mary Hudgins (Dean). She was a cherished grandmother to
EIGHT GRANDCHILDREN. She was also blessed to have six great-
grandchildren.   She was also the beloved “Aunt Lattie” to many nieces and
nephews who remember her as the matriarch of the Price family. 
 
She was an active member of Oaky Grove Primitive Baptist Church in Wrightsville
and then Sardis Primitive Baptist Church in Kite, GA. After moving to Atlanta in
2018 to be near family, she joined the Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church.



          In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of
Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired
and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and
coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s
faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and
ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the
elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that
Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church
of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is
immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an
example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a
presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised,
changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven
forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body
reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


