THE BANNER HERALD
JULY 2016

A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF PROGRESSIVE PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS




GENERAL INFORMATION

Send Subscriptions & Send Banner Herald
Address Changes Directory Information And Inquiries
To: To:
THE BANNER HERALD BANNER HERALD
c/ o Teresa Robbins CHURCH DIRECTORY
P.O. Box 125 c/o Elder Pat McCoy
Statesboro, GA 30459-0125 P.O. Box 69
(912)-541-6090 Culloden, GA 31016-0069
tegrace3@hotmail.com (478)-994-2558

pm4dmi@outlook.com

Send Church News, Denominational Activities,
Announcements, Obituaries, Scriptural Articles
& Related Materials
To:

THE BANNER HERALD
P.O. Box 125
Statesboro, GA 30459-0125
Email: thebannerherald1918@outlook.com

Please send in news by the 15th of the month for publication in the proceeding month

Banner Publications Trust Inc.

Banner Publications Trust is the new name for the corporation
that prints the Banner Herald. As of January 26, 2015, Banner
Publications Trust was granted 501 3c tax status with the IRS.
All contributions above the subscription price are now tax
deductible. Contributions may be sent to The Banner Herald,
P.O Box 125, Statesboro GA. 30459.

Subscription Rates:

Digital Only $9 ALL ITEMS submitted to the Banner Herald
Print & Digital $18 must be typed and received by the 1st of the
Elders: $17 month prior to publication. Church news must
Elders’ Widow: $17 be limited to 250 words. All material received is
*Churches: $16 subject to editing.

* Church Plan consists of 10 or more subscribers listed

and paid through a church representative.)


mailto:thebannerherald1918@outlook.com
mailto:thebannerherald1918@outlook.com
mailto:tegrace3@hotmail.com
mailto:tegrace3@hotmail.com
mailto:pm4dmi@gmail.com
mailto:pm4dmi@gmail.com

OF
THE LAW

STILSON

THE PURPOSE

&
VS
O <
2 M
=
Z >
afls
RI
E
<K
==
< %
=
Z 5
3
O 3
=B




"But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; Knowing this, that the law is not made for a
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and
profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, For whoremongers, for

them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there
be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; According to the glorious gospel of the blessed
God, which was committed to my trust. And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a
persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of
our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief."

1 Timothy 1:8-15

The Law Is Good

As we look to Paul's discourse that is
focused mainly on the Law of God within these
next few passages, we ought to quickly
understand two main truths that are apparent.
The first truth we must realize is the fact that the
Law in and of itself, and the keeping of the Law
is deemed as ultimately being good. The second
truth we will come to see is the fact that no man,
woman, or child in and of themselves is able to
keep the Law. And while this seems to be an
obvious contradiction, we must look to the reality
of what Paul is trying to get across in order to
fully understand the true purpose and benefit of
the Law. So it is with these two truths in mind
that we look to verse 8, in which Paul writes,

"But we know that the law is good, if a man use it

lawfully." First and foremost, Paul is
straightforward in his writing to Timothy by
laying out a plain truth; the Law is good for those
who use it lawfully. Initially, we must understand
that Paul is referring to the Law of the Old
Testament, that being the teachings and
instructions given to the people of Israel by God.
In and of itself, the Law is truly good. Why? This

is explicitly true due to the perfect and pure

nature of the author of the Law itself; God. All
throughout scripture, we see God being defined
in a similar manner. Psalm 92:15 says, "To shew
that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and

there is no unrighteousness in him."

Deuteronomy 32:4 says, "He is the Rock, his work

is perfect: for all his ways are judgements: a God

of truth and without iniquity, just and right is

he." Jesus Himself in Matthew 5:48 says, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in

heaven is perfect."

So when we look to the author of the Law,
we see that scripture wholly points to His pure
and perfect nature. And, being that He is pure
and perfect, it would be completely illogical to
say that any of God's own words, especially that
of which composes scripture, could be contrary
to His good nature. In fact, we see yet another
theme arise through the scriptures as well as we
see the affirmation of God's word being true and

pure. Proverbs 30:5 says, "Every word of God is

pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust

in him." Yet again, Psalm 33:4 says, "For the word
of the LORD is right; and all his works are done
in truth." Psalm 12:6 reiterates this truth again by

saying, "The words of the LORD are pure words:




as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven

times." So, when it comes to the question of why
and how the Law is in and of itself good, we only

need to look at the pure and righteous character
of God.

Yet, Paul's argument focuses on the fact that
not only is the Law good in and of itself, but it
also good and beautiful in the sight of the Lord
when men and women use it lawfully. As we see
in the verses that have been building up to this
text, we see Paul make mention of individuals
who had begun to use the Law unlawfully.
During this time, we see all sorts of sects within
the known churches of the Roman empire rising
up while using the Law in a manipulative way.
This can be seen in groups such as the Judaizers

(using the law to manipulate others into

becoming less Gentile in style), Gnostics (using a
secret knowledge as the driving force towards a
warped belief), Antinomians (using the assertion that
the law was unnecessary altogether), and various
others. And yet, interestingly enough, Paul goes
on to liken himself to this type of unlawful use of
the Law by referring to his life prior to
conversion. Look at verses 12-13 as Paul writes,
"And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath
enabled me, for that he counted me faithful,

putting me into the ministry; Who was before a

blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I

obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in

unbelief." As we look back to Paul's life prior to
his conversion, it is clear to see that, being Saul at
the time, Paul had been using the weight of the
Law in an unlawful way. So, Paul is writing this
with experience in the error of using the Law of
God unlawfully. This ought to point us to the
realization that Paul's firsthand experience in this
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matter can be of use to us who are seeking to

avoid such an erroneous lifestyle.

The Law Is For The Unrighteous

Interestingly enough however, going back
to verses 9-10, Paul makes mention of the fact
that the Law was meant for sinners, and not for

the righteous. Paul writes, "Knowing this, that

the law is not made for a righteous man, but for

the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and

for sinners, for unholy and profane, for

murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers,

for manslayers, For whoremongers, for them that

defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers,

for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any

other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine."

Thus, we must ask the question as to whether or
not humanity in and of itself is even able to use
the Law in a lawful manner. For here, we see
Paul make a clear argument of the idea that those
who are righteous are not in need of the Law.
This would be so simple because anyone who
was righteous (coming from a Greek term meaning
"upstanding and/or just”) would be able to wholly
keep the Law and would therefore have no need
for the Law itself. Thus, anyone who is able to
keep the whole of the Law would have no need
for any instruction in that which is right and
wrong, for they would already be living rightly.
Therefore, the Law, as Paul says, is for the lawless
and disobedient, for the ungodly and for

sinners."

Yet one must ask, why was the Law given
to those who were not only disobedient, but also
fully unable to follow the Law righteously? Paul

refers to man's depravity multiple times, but

Romans 3:10-18 explains it in great detail as Paul

writes, "As it is written, There is none righteous,

no, not one: There is none that understandeth,

there is none that seeketh after God. They are all

gone out of the way, they are together become un-

profitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not

one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps

is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing

and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood:

Destruction and misery are in their ways: And

the way of peace have they not known: There is

no fear of God before their eyes." So one must ask

again, why was the Law given to the
disobedient? Why would God give such laws in
the Old Testament while knowing that He was
giving them to an imperfect creation such as

humanity?

For it is here that we come to one of the
most beautiful truths of scripture; that the Law
was given in order for mankind to realize the
true depth and depravity of sin. Paul, continuing

in Romans 3:19-20 writes, "Now we know that

what things soever the law saith, it saith to them

who are under the law: that every mouth may be

stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by

the law is the knowledge of sin." The Law was

given so that we might realize the error of our
ways, that we might realize our need for
salvation. And yet, while we could thus see the
erroneous nature of our sinfulness due to the
giving of the Law, we could do nothing about it

in our sinful condition. It is here that we



see Paul encourage Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:14-15
in which he writes, "And the grace of our Lord

was exceeding abundant with faith and love

which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying,

and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus

came into the world to save sinners; of whom I

am chief." The Law brings us to the realization
that we are wicked and desperate for a
righteousness that is not our own. Thanks be to
God that we have been given this imputed
righteousness through the holy life, sacrificial
death, and glorious resurrection of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. For while we had no way of
obtaining our own righteousness by way of
fulfilling the Law, we most certainly have a
Savior who was able to do all of that which we
could not. And thanks be to God that Christ was
willing to do this merciful act. For He looked
upon us with mercy, as a physician looks upon
those who are dying from their infirmities. He
brought us the only true spiritual medicine that
could bring us to life; His own righteousness.
Christ Himself affirms Paul's understanding of
the gospel in Mark 2:17 by saying, "They that are

whole have no need of the physician, but they

that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but

sinners to repentance."

Conclusion

Let us wholeheartedly praise our God and
Savior for His merciful act of redeeming us from
our sins. For apart from Him, we would surely
perish. Let us glory in this truth, that we might
fully understand the purpose of the Law prior to
our salvation in Christ. Galatians 3:22-26 tells us,

"But the scripture hath concluded all under sin,

that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be

given to them that believe. But before faith came,

we were kept under the law, shut up unto the

faith which should afterwards be revealed.

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

But after that faith is come, we are no longer

under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus." Our inability to
fulfill the whole of the Law brings us to the

realization of our need for salvation in Christ.

Upon our regeneration and growth in the
knowledge of Christ, we come to understand it is
not our works that justifies us and thus saves us.
It is the gift of faith that justifies and saves. This
then produces the desire to walk in the Spirit and
to imitate Christ.
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But | will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgivi

ng; | will

pay that that | have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.

Jonah 2:9

The doctrine of the perseverance of the
saints is one of the most beautiful truths laced
throughout the Bible. As Christians, we have the
distinct pleasure of having it revealed in the
Scriptures that our Salvation rests in the power of
God alone. Our own weakness, our own failure,
and our own sin will never be able to separate us,
as believers in Christ, from the love of God. Like
Jonah, we flee from the presence of LORD in
vain. Like Saul, we kick against the pricks and
bring only more suffering to our bones. Like
Peter, we deny the Christ even after professing
Him as LORD. And like all of these men, God
forgives us and draws us back to Himself in
steadfast love through His faithful preservation
of those whom He has chosen unto Himself.
Salvation is of the LORD!

First, we must recognize man's condition
both before and after conversion. Perhaps the
best explanation of man's plight apart from God

and prior to regeneration is this, "And you. . .

1

who were dead in trespasses and sins. . . .

(Ephesians 2:1). Man's total and utter depravity is
perfectly portrayed by death. Spiritually dead,
man has not the ability to be righteous or
obedient before God. His heart is desperately
wicked, and his rebellion against God is
complete. From this state, what can "save" a man
apart from the quickening of God Himself,
making us alive in Christ? Being immediately
and totally forgiven of all trespasses and being
given new spiritual life at this point is the very
definition of salvation from our spiritually dead

state, in which we are deserving of only the

retribution of damnation.

So what is man's condition after this
salvation of the LORD? This condition is much
more complicated. Before being brought to
spiritual life by God, we are simply dead.
However, after salvation and conversion, we are
first and foremost in Christ (I Corinthians 1:30).
We have the imputed righteousness of Christ on
us and in us. Through Jesus, we are adopted sons
of God (Ephesians 1:5). We are not "like" sons of
God, or "potential” sons of God, or sons of God
contingent on our continued righteousness and
obedience - No, no, we are fully and eternally
sons of the living God along with and through
Jesus. Being called and adopted in this way, we
find ourselves entirely justified. And we know
beyond a shadow of a doubt that those whom
God has justified, He will also glorify (Romans
8:30). So in the saved condition, we essentially
find ourselves as new creations (II Corinthians
5:17). No longer dead in sin, we find ourselves
dead to sin and alive in Christ. How supernatural
a transformation is this! As Lazarus being called
forth out of the grave, we have no choice but to
be resurrected with our Lord - we are saved into

life eternal.

On the other side of this same coin we have
the "flesh". Though we be saved from death,
justified in Christ and adopted as sons of the
living God we remain in the flesh of sinful man.
You will notice that man is indeed declared
forgiven, but he is by no means ever declared
perfect while still on this earth. A transformed



and resurrected spirit is no longer in bondage to
sin. And yet sin still lives with- in us. Being
awakened and brought forth into spiritual life
does not completely eradicate our sinful flesh,
rather it frees us from its dominion, and it
instigates a terrible war that is to be waged until
our physical death ends the strife.
Post-conversion Paul, well into his ministry,
explored this very troublesome truth in his letter
to the Romans. He candidly laments, "For I
delight in the law of God after the inward man:

But I see another law in my members, warring

against the law of my mind, and bringing me into

captivity to the law of sin which is in my

members. O wretched man that I am! who shall

deliver me from the body of this death?" (Romans

7:22-24). So you see, while we are clearly saved,
redeemed, and justified, we are by no means
perfected or finally glorified at this point! As all
Christians have painfully experienced, even in

our saved state, we remain entrenched in a war

with carnal inability for, "the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak" (Matthew 26:41).

Now, what does all of this mean with
regards to Salvation and the efficacy of God's
saving grace? Simply, it all points to the
irrefutable fact that "Salvation is of the LORD." To
say that one must earn salvation through good

works is incorrect. To say that one must earn
salvation by agreeing to accept Jesus into their
hearts is wrong. To say that man must earn the
right to maintain his salvation through a specific
degree of obedience and piety is also false.
Salvation is of the LORD. Spurgeon once
preached that the plan, the execution, the
application, the sustaining work, and the
ultimate perfection of salvation are all entirely of
the Lord our God. How true this



rings throughout history!

We know that from our depraved state of
spiritual death we absolutely need the grace of
God to lift us up out of the depths of darkness in
which we lie. But grace doesn't stop there!
Salvation actually works, and it works every time
in perfect accordance with the will of the
Designer. We can see from our saved condition
that much is expected of the regenerate adopted
children of God. We are new creations, the old is
gone, and we are expected and enabled to live in
righteous obedience to God. We are freed from
the bondage of sin, and we are able to stand
against temptation through Christ. And yet, we
are not taken out of our sinful flesh entirely.
Though able to stand, we are still liable to fall.
Though justified, we are not yet entirely
sanctified.

Can't you feel it coursing through your
veins? That weakness that causes you to still
curse, flee from, and deny your Savior? And can't
you feel the crushing weight of the Law still
weighing on your heart as you consider eternal
life and your own inability to earn it or to even
maintain it after God's initial grace? Can't you see
the promised land, and how helplessly you are
wandering in the wilderness around it? You see,
the truth is that God's grace saves you out of
spiritual death and God's grace sustains you
through your own weakness in spiritual life
through the rest of your days. God provided the
bread of heaven that was broken for us in His son
Jesus, but I would beseech you not to fall for the
falsehood that we can feast on this precious

manna once and carry on the rest

our lives in satisfactory obedience to the Lord on
our own merits and strength. We cannot, and we
do not have to. We need grace each and every
day, just as the Israelites had to gather manna
each every morning. And we shall receive it as
promised! When we try to hold on to it, hoard it
up, and distrust Christ's eternal sufficiency and
promise, the bread will grow rotten and useless.
When we believe that Christ's grace was a one-
time gift that we ourselves are responsible for
"using" and "maintaining", that poor excuse for
grace will also rot out from under our feet.
Thanks be to God that His grace is ever sufficient
for us, and that His power is made perfect in our
weakness! Therefore you may rejoice in your
weakness as the power of Christ will ever dwell

within you.

If you but believe and confess that Jesus is
Lord, truly and faithfully, then you have the
assurance that you are saved, faithfully and
eternally. "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have

always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but

now much more in my absence, work out your

own salvation with fear and trembling"
(Philippians 2:12).







Central States Bible Conference

Speakers:
Elder Gary Brinson - Concord, IL
Elder - Jetf Winfrey - Dawson Springs PBC, Madisonville, KY
Licentiate Darren Carter - Mt. View PBC, Rainsville / Ft. Payne, AL
Elder Kurt Bacon - Ramah PBC, Barnesville, GA
Licentiate Ben Nesmith Jr. - Statesboro PBC, Statesboro, GA
Elder W.H. (Bill) Durrence - Olney PBC, Oak Park, GA
Elder Steve Pearce - Hickory Springs PBC, Tifton, GA

Advance Registration is not required. However, if you wish to stay
in the University dormitory, please contact Conference Secretary/ Treasurer, Darlene
McWilliams, ahead of time. Doing so will help with making room assignments in
advance. Housing and registration will be in Clark Hall, corner of 2nd Street and
Indianapolis Avenue. Worship services in Student Union, opposite corner. Maps
available for those not familiar with the campus.

Registration is $108 per person this year (2 nights and 6 meals -
Tuesday to Thursday). Special prices for young people depending on age. Extra
charge of $27 for Monday arrivals. Fees collected upon arrival.

Bring your own linens, pillows, blankets and personal items. Linens (bedding,
towels, etc.), will NOT be provided by the University this year.
For more details, maps or other information - including reservations,

Contact
Darlene McWilliams
888 Heartland Lane

Brownsburg, IN 46112
dmcwill233@aol.com
Phone: (317) 250-8352
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Southern States Bible Conference
Epworth By The Sea
St. Simons Island, GA
July 11 - 14, 2016
Theme: “BEHOLD THE LAMB”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, The natural setting for the conference is beautiful
with a view of the Intercostal Waterway and the marsh. Then we have the great oaks
with limbs so long and heavy that supports have been built under some of the limbs.
The spiritual setting is equally impressive. The Prayer Tower, the gazebo with the
cross on top, Lovely Lane Chapel, the gardens, and children reading their Bibles on
the pier early in the morning or late evening remind you that you are in a Christian
environment. Haven't made your plans to attend the conference this year? Make
your plans today! You will enjoy the fellowship and the spiritual uplifting. The
Program Committee selected the theme, Behold the Lamb, and has arranged a
program that will permit us to 'Behold The Lamb' in various settings in scripture. We
will begin our conference on Monday evening with The Band Kelley entertaining
with gospel, bluegrass and old standards music. Several groups within our
denomination will provide special music at our worship services. Congregational
singing is always great.

The Youth Program Committee has planned a program of worship activities and fun
activities for our young people. The Exhibits Committee will provide space for
churches and denominational organizations to share their ideas and work with those
attending the conference. The host churches, Lake Chapel and Comfort Chapel, will
assist with the conference operations and operate the shuttle service to move
attendees to meals, meetings and lodging. You can find more detailed information
about the conference and a registration form on the Progressive Primitive Baptist
website: progressivepb.org. Locate the Southern States Bible Conference
listing under 'Events' in the menu.

For more information

Contact:

Rufus ‘R.L.” Akins Kasey Hagan, Treasurer
275 John Daniel Lane 5843 Highway 83 South
Statesboro, GA 30458 Culloden, GA 31016

(912)-682-8188 (912)-618-0083

rufusakins@gmail.com kaseyh27@¢mail.com
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The Fifty-Fourth Annual Primitive Baptist Music Workshop

July 5 - 8, 2016

The Fifty-Fourth Annual Music Workshop will be held July 5-8 at
Camp Hillview. The MW Board of Directors made the decision to move Workshop
Week to the first week of July this year because of the necessary change made to the
schedule for the Southern States Bible Conference. We're very excited about this
week of worship and music, honoring our Lord and Savior, as we strive to enhance
our efforts to serve Him! Please make your plans now to join us!

Theme: My Chains Are Gone
The theme for Workshop 2016, My Chains Are Gone, is based on Psalm 40: 2-3.
The Psalmist had a new song in his heart because the Lord delivered him from

personal problems described as a "horrible pit and miry clay." Our midday worship
services will examine three areas of life experience in which the Lord frees us from
our "chains." The sermon texts for each of these three services will be: Tuesday,
"Chains of the Heart" - Wednesday, "Chains of the Body" - Thursday - "Chains of
Grief." Elder Randy Waters of the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church will deliver
these messages. Please be in prayer for him as he brings us the truths from God's
Word, and for us as we endeavor to worship. And plan to join us in these special
services!

Wednesday Evening Program
8:00 PM, Lanes Primitive Baptist Church

On Wednesday Evening, workshoppers will travel to Lanes Primitive Baptist Church

near Brooklet, Ga. for a dramatic/choral presentation entitled The Living Last
Supper, by Ruth Elaine Schram. The work is based upon the scriptural accounts of
our Lord's revelation to his disciples that one of them would betray Him, and is
presented in the format of Da Vinci's painting, The Last Supper.

Friday Evening Program
Sacred Concert, 8:00 PM, Metter Primitive Baptist Church
The Sacred Concert, will be held at the Metter Primitive Baptist Church. The concert
is the culmination of the endeavors of the workshoppers and the choir directors, in

which a variety of anthems and spiritual songs will be presented by the Workshop
choir, as well as by the young ones who attend Joy Shop.




LL]

=
S 5
O O
Y v
L. —
U T
< Q
L]

Z




Metter Church
Metter, GA

Hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful
springtime. March was filled with many
activities. Following Youth Sunday morning
worship service we visited with the residents at
the Bethany Home in Vidalia. Adult choir
presented beautiful message in song, 'The Mercy
Tree', followed by lunch and an egg hunt for
children. Brother Mike led our Communion &
Foot Washing Service honoring our Lord's
example. The Lord truly blessed our Spring
Revival as well as blessing Elder De Hagan to
preach. He challenged us to step up to serve our
Lord and His church. We were thankful for all
who came to worship and visit with us. Metter
Church was blessed to host the Foundation
Meeting in April. It was very well attended. All
enjoyed the good preaching from Elder David
Summerford and Elder Keith Hamilton. We
know that Sister Bobbie Bowen was smiling upon
us from heaven as this was her desire that this
meeting be hosted at her home church. Mother's
Day our youth led the morning worship service
and honored all Mothers. Seven of our High
School graduates were recognized on May 15th
and presented with a name imprinted Bible.
Brotherhood annual fish fry was enjoyed by all at
Woods' cookhouse. Our hearts were saddened by
the passing of Elder John Shelton Mikell who
went home to be with our Lord on April 9th.
Funeral services were held at the Metter church.
Our love and prayers are extended to Sister
Mildred and his family.

Antioch Church
Twin City, GA

Antioch has truly been blessed during this Spring
season. Our Communion Service was held March
25th with Elder Mike Newman leading the
service. Many were in attendance for this special
occasion. Our Easter egg hunt was the next day
on the 26th. We had a lunch of grilled
hamburgers and hot dogs with all the trimmings
at the church followed by the egg hunt. The
youth especially enjoyed hunting the eggs. Our
Spring Meeting was held May 10th and 11th. Bro.
Tom Akins was our guest minister both nights.
We enjoyed having him and his wife join us. The
Lord truly blessed him with two wonderful
messages to deliver to the congregation. We are
excited each Sunday to hear the message Sister
Jessica English brings to our youth during
children's church. She does an excellent job filling
the hearts or our little ones with the love of Jesus
and giving them weekly directions to live by
according to the word of God. We invite you to

join us for worship each week.

Bethesda Church
Wadley, GA

We would like to extend an invitation to our
fellow churches to join us for our annual meeting,.
The Lord willing, we will meet Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, August 5, August 6, and August 7,
2016. We will have supper at 6:30 o'clock p.m. on
Friday night with the worship service following
at 7:30 o'clock p.m. On Saturday we will begin
worship at 11:00 o'clock a.m. with lunch
following the morning worship. On Sunday we



meet again at 11:00 o'clock a.m. for worship and

Homecoming celebration. The services end with
lunch following the morning worship service.
Elder Buck Grantham of the Middleground
Primitive Baptist Church will serve as the guest
minister. We encourage you to come and be with
us for this time of worship."

Available For Supply:

Lic. Ben R Nessmith Jr
333 Jewel Dr
Statesboro, Ga
912-481-0960

Lic. Andrew Tucker
912-687-1125

andrew tucker@ymail.com

Elder Lee Price
3285 Cedar Creek Road
Collins, GA 30401
(H): 912-693-7561
(C): 706-699-0226
eldlp@yahoo.com

Elder Richard Davis
(H): 912-927-1233
(C): 912-657-1569

Available on
1st & 3rd Sunday’s
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THE GOODNESS
OF GOD

BY:
ELDER DEAN ROBBINS
FAITH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
SAVANNAH, GA




How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the

children

of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.

Psalms 36:7

It is good to be reminded of the goodness
of God. In this passage, David considers one
tacet of God's goodness - His lovingkindness.
Strong's pronunciation of the Hebrew word

rendered lovingkindness is kheh’-sed or hesed.

The word 'hesed' occurs some 249 times in the
Old Testament. In the Psalms alone, this
Hebrew word, which can be also translated as
mercy, kindness and faithfulness, appears 82
times. Any wonder why David's thoughts of
God's lovingkindness was the subject matter

for many of his songs of praise?

These thoughts of God's 'hesed' are
filling my heart as I sit looking out over God's
beautiful creation. The mountains of North
Georgia provide a beautiful landscape upon
which to consider God's greatness. The cabin
we are in is located next to the Toccoa river.
The sounds of the flowing river along with
nature's beauty provide a soothing, peaceful
calm in the midst of a stressful and strife-filled
world. One can understand why Jesus often
would go to a mountain to get away from day
to day cares of a fallen, strife-filled world to
pray and to seek comfort and communion
with the Father.

This scenic beauty is not only a witness
of God's greatness, but also His
lovingkindness. For I am blessed by His

lovingkindness with the ability to enjoy this
serene setting. This personal blessing also
includes having my parents with me. The past
seven months have been difficult for my
family. My father has had three different stays
in the hospital and a nearly a four month stay
in the nursing home. Hardly a week went by
after my father's return from his first hospital
stay when my mother fell and broke her leg.
Back when all these things were happening,
never did I once think that a weekend
get-a-way in the North Georgia mountains
with them would have been possible. If this is
the last opportunity for such a family
gathering, I will forever be thankful.

This time of being together in the
mountains, as well as enduring the difficulties
of the past months have validated for me
David's application of what God's
lovingkindness meant for him. It meant that
he could put his trust in God to meet his
needs. As I watch the birds flying across the
rolling waters of the Toccoa river, I too can
rejoice in God who calls me to live under the
shadows of his loving wings. May it be that
you too can rejoice in the wonders of God's

'hesed'; His goodness!
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Elder Archie Sapp
January 5, 1923 - May 22, 2016

Archie, as he was known to his family and friends, was born
January 5, 1923 in Boone County, MO, the son of Elijah Everett and
‘ Ona Catherine Sapp. He married Betty Jean Anderton on June 9,
I 1946 at Goshen Primitive Baptist Church. After her passing,
he later married Anne Williams of Holts Summit.

Elder Sapp was a member of Goshen Primitive Baptist Church.
He was ordained to the ministry in 1969.

He pastored Canaan Primitive Baptist Church in Flat Rock, IL, for 18 years.
He then pastored a church in Texas for a year before being called to
Little Zion Primitive Baptist Church in Petersburg, IN, where he
pastored for 24 years, until his retirement.

Elder Sapp was a dedicated servant of God with his church,
community, and family. One of his greatest interests was showing
and explaining the scale model of the Tabernacle, which he had
meticulously built according to the description in the Bible.

He took it to many churches, conferences and other events for display. He
took great pleasure in explaining its significance, and all of its
intricacies, to young and old alike.

He was preceded in death by his six brothers, three sisters, three
sons and his first wife, Betty Jean. He is survived by his wife, Anne
Williams, and one sister, Juanita Coleman; his children Brenton,
Everett, Iris, Glen, Jack, Steve, Alva, Kent and Tim; his step-children
Debbie Johnston and Penny Raines. He is also survived by 26
grandchildren, 32 great grandchildren and 2 great-great grandchildren.
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OBITUARIES

DUKES, [immie Ira - (Deacon)
January 12, 1929 to June 5, 2016.

Bethesda Primitive Baptist Church, Wadley, Georgia.

HARPER, Dave Sr. -
July 22,1932 to May 1,2016.

Spring Hill Primitive Baptist Church, Ocilla, Georgia.

WAGNER |R., Dillon Jarrett "Jack” *Charter Member+
June 17, 1935 to May 17, 2016.
Comfort Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Waycross, GA.

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory.

Psalm 73:24




Statement of Faith

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons
in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is,
sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will,
and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,
and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the
Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the
imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment
in hell forever.



