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The editors of the Banner Herald would like to thank
you for your prayers and financial support. In
January, the parent organization of the Banner
Herald changed its name to Banner Publications
Trust Inc. Along with the name change, we sought
and received IRS approval to become a 501 c3
Non-Profit organization. This has allowed us to solicit
tax deductible contributions and many have
responded by making such donations. We are very
grateful for this outpouring of support.

Those on the church plan subscription renewals have
received letters explaining the opportunity to help
further support the Banner Herald. These letters are
sent out a few days prior to the sending of renewal
packets to your respective church plan coordinator.
Regular subscribers and ministers (and the widows
of ministers) receive notice of the opportunity to
make a donation when they receive their annual
subscription renewal notice. All contributions above
the annual subscriptions price are now
tax deductible.

The past years have been difficult for us as it has
been for many who produce periodicals. A decline in
the membership of our churches along with the rise
of different media technologies have put a financial

burden upon us. We hope in the not too distant future

to take advantage of the new forms of technology by
placing the Banner Herald online. We still believe,

however, that many of our subscribers desire to have

the periodical in their hands to read. We will therefore
continue to print the monthly issues and mail them
out to our subscribers as long as we are able to do

So.

Thanks again for your support. We continue to strive
to produce a good quality periodical that will glorify
our Great God and also be a blessing to our readers.
We encourage your thoughts and suggestions as to
how we can make the Banner Herald a better
periodical. If you would like to share your comments
or to make a contribution to help with the printing and
mailing of the Banner Herald, you can send your
correspondence to:

Banner Herald
P.O. Box 125
Statesboro, GA 30459



LIFE, LIBERTY, & THE
PURSUIT OF
HAPPINESS

BY ELDER DEAN ROBBINS
PASTOR OF FAITH CHURCH,
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA



This July 4th, our country celebrates the
239th anniversary of the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence. Thomas Jefferson
was appointed to write the draft. John Adams and
Ben Franklin helped edit the document that was
officially ratified by the Continental Congress on
July 4, 1776, just two days after they had officially
declared the thirteen colonies to be independent
from Great Britain. Among the many notable
sentences composing the Declaration is the
following one: “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Let us
consider these thoughts for a moment...

First, these principles were indeed
revolutionary (pun intended!). No country before
had such a principle that stated that its citizens
had ‘unalienable Rights’ that were bestowed by
their Creator. The phrase ‘unalienable Rights’
means that these are rights that no one (i.e. the
King of England), or no government can take
away. Citizens could not have these rights taken
by any government, because the government did
not give these rights.These rights came from the
‘Creator.’ Three of these rights are then stated as
being ‘unalienable’; the right to Life, Liberty, and
the pursuit of Happiness. The belief of Jefferson
and others were that the primary purpose for
Government was to insure that these rights,
given by the Creator, were protected.

Citizens of the United States are said to be
guaranteed the right to ‘Life.” Since ‘Life’ is given
by the Creator, the individual becomes more
important than government. Along with the
sanctity of Life comes ‘Liberty.’ The one who has
‘Life’ has the freedom to do what is needful and

good for living. He has the freedom to do what is
necessary for the pursuit of their ‘Happiness.’
This is a very brief (and simplistic) explanation of
the famous sentence of the Declaration of
Independence. This ideal best explains what
makes this country great.

In thinking about these unalienable rights to
‘Life,” ‘Liberty’ and ‘the pursuit of Happiness,’ the
Christian cannot help but rejoice in the fact that
these three principles are also rights given by
God to the Redeemed. These rights given by
God are also ‘unalienable.’ These are rights that
cannot be taken away. The Redeemed have
‘Life.’ This ‘Life’ is in Christ, Jesus. Jesus said,
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to Kill,
and to destroy: | am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abundantly”
(John 10:10). The ‘Life’ of the Christian is a life
that shall never end.

The Christian has ‘Liberty.” This liberty is the
freedom to do that which he could not do while
under the bondage to sin. This is the freedom to
seek after God; the freedom to serve God. Paul,
writing to the Galatian church, said “Stand fast
therefor in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage (Galatians 5:1). John Gill,
commenting on this passage from Galatians said,
“There is the liberty of grace, and the liberty of
glory; the former of these is here meant, and lies
in a freedom from sin; not from the indwelling of
it, but from the dominion, guilt, and damning
power of it; from the captivity and tyranny of
Satan...”

The Christian, who has the ‘unalienable
rights’ of ‘Life’ and ‘Liberty,” also has the right of
pursuing ‘Happiness.’ In fact, ‘Happiness’ for the



Christian is the consequence of having ‘Life’ and
‘Liberty.” Paul, writing to the church at Rome,
quotes David’'s words in Psalm 32:1,2; doing so
in the context of the believer being justified by
faith in Jesus and not by doing the works of the
law. Paul writes: “Saying, Blessed are they
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
will not _impute sin” (Romans 4:7,8). The word
“Blessed” can also be interpreted as ‘Happy.’
Happy is the one whose sins are forgiven and
covered. Happy is the one whose sins are not im-
puted by the Lord. The pursuing of happiness, by
the Christian, is the result of the righteousness of
Jesus being imputed to the forgiven sinner.

As we come to celebrate our nation’s
Independence from Great Britain on this July 4th,
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let us remember as a holy nation our absolute
dependence upon Jesus; for He has endowed us
with unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. Let us rejoice in Him for His
preserving grace that makes these principles
eternal!

From George Washington’s

first inaugural address:

“No people can be bound to acknowledge and
adore the Invisible Hand which conducts the
affairs of men more than those of the United
States. Every step which they have advanced
to the character of an independent nation
seems to have been distinguished by some
token of providential agency;...”
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DENOMINATION




The 1923 Mission Continues...

The mission that began as Faith Cottage, where seven homeless widows
were served, continues with The Lodge at Bethany, to be completed in
December of 2015.

THE LODGE AT BETHANY

Bethany: A Mission Started In 1923

When R. H. Barwick, an Elder in the Primitive Baptist denomination, formed a Board of
Trustees to establish the Bethany Home for Ladies, for homeless senior women in Vidalia, the
vision of a forty eight (48) unit Assisted Living Community in Statesboro, Bulloch County,
Georgia was not part of the anticipated mission. Bethany has grown into a vibrant community
that has been recognized in southeast Georgia as a leader in quality healthcare for seniors.

The experience of historical quality healthcare cannot be underestimated when considering the
most qualified and enjoyable community to enter when given the opportunity to live in either a
traditional or memory care assisted living community. The Lodge at Bethany is the flagship
facility of the Bethany family, capping a long-standing history of quality healthcare for seniors.

1951

The Dr. Thompson Hospital was purchased and converted, and the Bethany Home for
Men in Millen, Georgia, was founded as an extension to the healthcare mission of Bethany.



1999

Recognizing the need to expand the continuum of healthcare to provide for assisted living, the
Board of Trustees established Bethany Assisted Living, Inc. in Vidalia, completing the facility in
1999.

2007

The Board of Trustees receives a major gift from the Gesmon Neville Family and coupled with a
partial purchase, was able to acquire the single largest undeveloped tract of real property within
the City Limits of Statesboro, Georgia, known as the Neville Family Farm, located at the
intersection of Country Club Road and West Jones Avenue / Cypress Lake Road, envisioned as
the future site of the Lodge at Bethany:.

2014

The Integrated Project Design Team, consisting of the project architect, CDH Partners, the
general contractor, Pope Construction Company, along with local subcontractors, and the Board
announce that The Lodge at Bethany construction has begun with Ground Breaking occurring
on September 4, 2014. The Lodge at Bethany is poised to be not only the newest senior living
facility in this community but the only one that will carry the newly created designation by the
State of Georgia as an Assisted Living Community.

This community will allow the residents to “age in place” longer, which means that the resident
will be able to remain in their assisted living home environment rather than transitioning to a
higher acuity facility such as a skilled nursing facility. Offering both traditional and memory
care assisted living units (24 of each), The Lodge at Bethany will address the needs of those who
may choose an assisted living lifestyle as well as offering the secured memory care services for
those requiring additional assistance necessitated by dementia-related illnesses. When
completed, The Lodge at Bethany will have supportive services that encourages one to
experience life in the most enjoyable and helpful manner possible.

2015

In December of 2015, The Lodge at Bethany is scheduled to be open. The name Bethany has
always been associated with the practice of providing the highest quality care to seniors, and
The Lodge at Bethany is poised to carry on this tradition. Having an assisted living facility in
the community of Statesboro fulfills a long-standing dream of continuing the Bethany mission
of care and service, a tradition enshrouded in excellence. For more information regarding The
Lodge at Bethany, visit www.bethanyway.org, or call the Home Office of Bethany at

912-764-7960. If you congregation is interested in a personal visit and presentation regarding
The Lodge at Bethany, please contact Becky D. Livingston, CEO at the Home Office.


http://www.bethanyway.org
http://www.bethanyway.org

R
g
et
-
-
—
—4
e
—
—
—
e~
—
-
—
——
B
-
—
-
- -

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church is looking
for a church pianist. Job entails
accompanying congregational hymn singing
for two Sunday morning services and one
Sunday evening service. Pianist will also
accompany two adult choirs, soloists, and
ensembles.

Those interested, please send resumé with
contact information to:

Music Department
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church
4 South Zetterower Ave.
Statesboro, GA 30458

Thank you,
Tom Sye

- .i‘i-l' ll‘.Y}":‘v"' L

Central States Bible Conference

July 14 - 16, 2015
Vincennes University Campus
Vincennes, Indiana

Advanced Registration not required.
However, if you wish to stay in the University
dormitory, please contact the Conference
Secretary / Treasurer ahead of time. Doing so
will help with making room assignments in
advance.

Contact:
Darlene McWilliams
888 Heartland Lane
Brownsburg, IN 46112

Housing and registration in Clark Hall, corner
of 2nd street and Indianapolis Avenue.
Services in Student Union, opposite corner.
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Lake Chapel PB Church
Patterson, GA

Greetings from Lake Chapel Church:

An ice cream social was held on May 17 to honor our 2015 graduates. Honored Sunday night were seniors
Benjamin Drew, Nicholas Rowell, & Rachel Robertson. We pray God will bless them as they start this new
journey in life.On May 25 we were saddened by the death of Bro. Alton Deal, a longtime member and deacon
at Lake Chapel. We pray that God will bless and comfort his family during this time. Brother Sam was the
guest minister at our Unity Meeting held on May 31 at Jesup PB Church in Jesup, Georgia. Stop in and visit

with us when you are in our area.

Bay Branch Church
Claxton, GA
The Jerry Coleman, Jr. Walk-A-Thon was held April 6 to raise funds for the Primitive Baptist Youth
Camp. A total of $1,645 was collected for the camp. Elder Steve Flowers was honored with a surprise birthday

celebration at the conclusion of the Mid-Week Bible Study & Prayer Service on May 20.

Bay Branch continues to be blesses with sermons by their pastor, Elder Steve Flowers. They recently
concluded “A Walk Through The Bible” for their Mid-Week Bible Study. The church is being blessed under
the preaching of their pastor, Elder Steve Flowers, and several new members have been added: Brother
Gregg Clark, Elder Terry Lynn, Sisters Paula T. Brown, Ruth Anderson, and Tammi Collins, and Brother and
Sister Anthony and Karen Smith.
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On Memorial Day weekend, flags were placed on the graves of all veterans buried in the cemetery. This
tradition was started many years ago by the late Ellis and Hannah DeLoach. Brother E.W. Daniel has assumed
this responsibility after sister Hannah’s death.

Additional stained glass windows were recently installed above the baptismal pool and at the east end of the
Social Hall.

Metter Church
Metter, GA

Hope everyone is having a good summer. Our church has been busy with many activities. The Punches

Family visited us in March and shared a gospel music concert. It's always such a blessing to have them come.
On Palm Sunday our adult choir presented an Easter cantata, “The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power,”
followed by lunch & egg hunt for youth. Sacred communion/foot-washing service was led by Bro. Mike
honoring our Lord’s Example.

We had a blessed Spring Revival Meeting with guest minister, Elder Sam Bennett. Enjoyed the special music
by his wife. Six high school graduates were honored during worship service and present a Bible from the
church. Please pray God’s blessing for all our graduates. Youth led worship service on Mother’s Day in honor
of all mothers. Our annual fish fry was held at Woods” cookhouse and enjoyed by all.

Our church, along with some of our sister churches, will have a special prayer service for rain. Please be in
prayer with us that God will open the doors of heaven with much needed showers of rain. May God continue

to bless.

Bethesda Church
Wadley, GA
The Annual Meeting at Bethesda Primitive Baptist Church, Wadley, GA will be held on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday, July 31, August 1 - 2, 2015. The services will be held on Friday night at 7:30 P.M., Saturday morning at
11:00 A.M., and Sunday morning at 11:00 A.M. Supper will be served Friday evening at 6:30 P.M.; and lunch
on Saturday and Sunday following the morning services. The guest minister will be Elder Randy Waters,
Pastor of the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, GA.

We send our cordial invitation to all of our sister churches, to our ministers, to our brothers and sisters
in Christ, and to our friends and neighbors to join us for any of these services you can possibly attend. We are
looking forward to this meeting, and we ask you all prayer that God will be honored and His people edified

in these services.



AMERICA WAS
SETTLED BY PEOPLE
LOOKING FOR
RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM

BY ELDER PAT MCCOY
PASTOR OF THE ATLANTA CHURCH,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA



Our earliest settlers were people who came
here primarily looking for religious freedom. Other
nations, for the most part, came into existence by
conquest for selfish and ambitious motives. But it
was primarily in the atmosphere of God, not gold,
that America was born

The hardy souls who sailed on the
Mayflower in 1620 fled from tyranny and oppres-
sion. And in the Mayflower Compact which they
signed beneath the swinging lantern in the
cabin of their ship, they proclaimed that they had
come to the new world for “the glorie of God &
the advancement of the Christian Faith.”

In the early colonies the first public building
to be erected was a church house and the first
public exercise was the worship of Almighty God.
When sorrow came they gathered at the church
to appeal to God for help. When bountiful
harvests filled their barns they gathered at the
church for thanksgiving to God.

In 1643, as more and more people arrived
on these shores, they joined together to form
“The New England Confederation.” They wrote a
constitution, the first constitution in the New
World, and it began with these words: “Whereas
we all came into these parts with one and the
same end and aim, namely to advance the
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to enjoy
the liberties of the gospel in purity and peace...”

Around 150 years passed by from the time
of the earliest settlers to the beginning of our
nation. And we’re not very proud of some of the
things that happened during those years.

You see, as time passed, and the original
settlers dies off, many of their descendants were
more concerned with increasing their wealth and

comfortable living than being faithful to God and
His Word. And as wave after wave of immigrants
arrived, many of them came for other reasons
and with entirely different motives than those
earliest settlers.

For example, whether out of concern for
them, or just to get rid of those considered
“undesirable,” England began a program of
emptying its prisons by making it possible for
prisoners to come to the New World as
“indentured servants.” At the same time, the King
of England granted vast tracts of land in the New
World to his special friends, and slavery was
introduced into the colonies to work these
plantations.

The spiritual atmosphere deteriorated
rapidly. Churches were dying and many of them
that had once sought religious freedom for
themselves were now being intolerant of others.
And it was during this time that some went off in
strange spiritual directions.

For example, in 1692 a slave girl was
brought by her master to live in Salem,
Massachusetts. She began to tell young girls
there wild and vivid tales about the power of
Voodoo, and it wasn’t long until fear filled the
community and the Salem With Trials began.

The end result of it all was that by 1730,
only about 10% of the people in the Colonies
attended church at all. That which had begun “for
the glorie of God and the advancement of the
Christian faith” had almost disappeared from our
land. By the way, much of what you hear
derogatory about our early history comes out of
this period. Those who oppose Christianity love
to point out the faults of that time.




But then something amazing happened!
Beginning in 1734, a handful of preachers
(Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, Gilbert
Tennant, John Wesley, and others) began to
preach in the churches and in the streets and in
the fields. These soon turned into great crusades
and revivals that spread throughout the
13 Colonies.

So many people heard the gospel and
became followers of Christ that that era came to
be known as “The Great Awakening.” Tens of
thousands dedicated their lives to Jesus Christ
and were baptized. So many people came to
hear Whitefield as he traveled the colonies that
he had to hold open-air meetings because there
just wasn’t enough room in the churches.

Benjamin Franklin wrote, “It was wonderful
to see the change soon made in the manners of
our inhabitants. From being thoughtless or
indifferent about religion, it seemed as if all the
world were growing religious, so that one could
not walk through the town in an evening without
hearing psalms sung in different families of every
street.”

In fact, Franklin was so impressed with
George Whitefield’'s preaching that he helped
build an auditorium to accommodate the crowds
of up to 30,000 that came to hear Whitefield
preach. By the way, Philadelphia had a
population of only 25,000 at that time. People
were coming from everywhere to hear those
preachers preach! And it was not just in
Philadelphia, it was all throughout the 13
Colonies. And openly devout Christians were no
longer just 10% of the population. Now they
made up 50% or more.
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Why am | telling you all this? Because this “Great Awakening” was a precursor to the American
Revolution. Our Founding Fathers, the signers of the Declaration of Independence, those who wrote
our Constitution and the Bill of Rights, those who put their lives on the line, who fought and died that
we might be free - all these grew up and came into leadership while this “Great Awakening” was
engulfing the land. The generation that experienced the “Great Awakening” became the leaders of the
American Revolution.

Check our this prayer recorded in the personal diary of George Washington, and in his own
handwriting: “Let my heart, gracious God, be so affected with Your glory and majesty that | may...
discharge those weighty duties which thou requirest of me... Again, | have called on thee for pardon
and forgiveness of sins... for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ offered on the cross for me. thou gavest thy
Son to die for me; and hast given me assurance of my salvation.”

Information taken from:

Christianity and the Constitution
By: John Eidsmoe

Baker Book House

July 1987
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TWO REASONS
WE SHOULD
WORSHIP THE
FATHER

BY ELDER CRAIG DELOACH
PASTOR OF THE HARDWICK CHURCH,
MILLEDGEVILLE, GEORGIA
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Part 1

(As with my previous article on the subject of
worship, let me begin by stating that much of the
content of this article will likewise be taken from a
magnificent book written by A.P. Gibbs entitled
“Worship: The Christians Highest Occupation)

INTRODUCTION

When Jesus spoke with the Samaritan
woman in John 4, He came to the place in their
discussion where He revealed that changes were
coming to the way God'’s people worship. Here is
what He said, “Jesus saith unto her, Woman,
believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem,
worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what:
we know what we worship: for salvation is of the
Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
him. God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship [him] in spirit and in truth
(John4:21-24).”

Why should we worship our Heavenly
Father? There are two main thoughts that come
to mind. First, we should worship our Heavenly
Father because of what He has done. A.P. Gibbs
indicates in the title of his book that worship is the
Christian’s highest occupation, and | am in full
agreement with that statement.

The question remains, “Why?” This
question leads us to the first part of this two-part
article. We should worship our Heavenly Father
because of what He is.

HE IS THE HOLY FATHER

This title belongs to no one else but our
Heavenly Father. In Jesus’ high and holy prayer
in John 17, He makes this statement, “And now |

am no more in the world, but these are in the
world and | come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hast
given me, that they may be one, as we are”
(Verse 11 KJV, emphasis mine). We are
continually inundated with television pundits and
others referring to the leader of the Catholic
church as “Holy Father.” The pope is not holy and
he is not our father. We have two fathers; our
natural father and our Heavenly Father.

Peter would never have taken this title to
himself. You remember the time when Peter was
told to go to the house of Cornelius, and as Peter
“... was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell
down at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter
took him up, saying ‘Stand up; | myself also am a
man’™ (Acts 10:25-26 KJV). The title of “Holy
Father” belongs to God alone.

One of Job’s visitors clarified this issue in
the long ago. In Job 32:21-22, Elihu made the
following observation: “Let me not, | pray you,
accept any man’s person, neither let me give
flattering titles unto man. For | know not to give
flattering titles; in so doing my maker would soon
take me away” (KJV).

We should worship our Heavenly Father be-
cause He is the Holy Father. If a flattering name
IS to be given, it must be given to Him.

HE IS THE RIGHTEOUS FATHER

Once again, we direct our attention to
Jesus’ prayer in John 17. There He prays, “O
righteous Father, the world hath not known thee:
but | have known thee, and these have known
that thou hast sent me” (Verse 25 KJV). The word
translated “righteous” means “just.” God must be
consistent with His character in everything He
does. Whatever He does, He does on a perfectly
righteous basis.




This is particularly true in the salvation of
the elect. Consider the following passage from
Romans:

“Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom
God hath set forth [to be] a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for
the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God; To declare, [l say], at this
time his righteousness: that he might be just, and

the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus (Ro-
mans 3:24-26 KJV).

Do you see that God could not have been
just in saving His people from destruction without
the imputed righteousness of Christ? Remember
Romans 3:10 where Paul states, “There is none
righteous, no not one” (KJV). Therefore, if God
was to be righteous in saving anyone, His
integrity had to be upheld, and it was in His only
begotten Son Jesus Christ.

HE IS THE FATHER OF GLORY

This amazing title is given Him in Ephesians
1:17. There we read, “That the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him” (Emphasis mine, KJV). The
definition of glory is displayed excellence. | am
certain you will recall Moses’ petition to God in
Exodus 33. There Moses prayed that God would
show him His glory. In this unique encounter, God
allowed Moses to see only His “back parts”
(Verse 23). God's displayed excellence would be
more than Moses could withstand: “Thou canst
not see my face: for there shall no man see me,
and live” (Verse 20 KJV). God placed Moses in a
cleft in a rock and covered him with His hand,
and when His glory passed by, God removed His
hand as He promised and allowed Moses to see
His “back parts.” | agree with what A.P. Gibbs
says about this. He says that God allowed Moses
to see His afterglow.
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It is in Jesus Christ that we are allowed to
see the glory of the Father. Second Corinthians
4:6 states, “For God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hat shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (KJV).
The displayed excellence of God can be seen in
His wonderful Son. The book of Hebrews
embellishes this truth even further saying, “Who
being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3
KJV).

HE IS THE FATHER OF LIGHTS

James declares this title for the Heavenly
Father in his general epistle. It reads thusly:
“Every good gift and ever perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of
Lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning” (James 1:17 KJV). Did you
notice that James said God was the Father of
Lights (plural)? He did not say God was the
Father of light (singular). In scripture, one who is
the first to do something or create something is
referred to as the father of that thing. We see
this in Genesis 4:20-21, “And Adah bare Jabal:
he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and
of such as have cattle. And his brother’'s name
was Jubal: he was the father of such as handle
the harp and organ” (KJV).

As God is the Father of lights, He is the
Father of all light, any light. We know in Genesis
1:3, which is the record of beginnings, it says,
“And God said, Let there be light: and there was
light” (KJV). | cannot tell you what that light was.
Scripture is silent there, but | do not believe |
would be wrestling the scriptures if | were to say
it was the light of God Himself. | can say that
because 1 John 1.5 indicates that “God is light,

and in him is no darkness at all” (KJV). He did
not create the sun, moon, and stars until the
fourth day, so they were not the source of this
initial light.

Light makes things manifest. Ephesians
says, “But all things that are reproved are made
manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make
manifest is light” (Ephesians 5:13 KJV). | have a
very difficult time distinguishing between the
colors navy blue and black. If | want to
determine the color of the coat | intend to wear, |
have to take it outside into the sunlight. Then its
true color is manifest.

Ephesians 5:13 is bolstered by a passage
found in Hebrews 4. The writer of the marvelous
book makes the following statement: “For the
word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of sould and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
hearts. Neither is there any creature that is not
manifest in his sight: but all things [are] naked
and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do (Hebrews 4:12-13 KJV).

Did you notice the change from verse 12 to
verse 13? The Father of Lights knows
everything that you are doing, good and evil.
You cannot Hide from His manifesting light.

CONCLUSION

These are the first four of seven reasons
we should worship the Father because of what
He is. Only those born of His Holy Spirit can
comprehend the magnificence of His existence
as the Holy Father, the Father of righteousness,
the Father of glory, and the Father of lights. May
God bless these thoughts to your heart.



Statement of Faith

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to the
scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated
statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,inspired and

inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost,

and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s faculties; his
heart, mind, and will,

and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the

final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that salvation is by

His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the
Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by the

church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the Lord’s Supper

but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in

hell forever.
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