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Scripture Articles
 
          As we begin a new year, we pray that each of you will be blessed from on
high.  Our goal each month is to provide Biblical materials that will help each
reader grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
With that in mind, we want to ask you to send us ideas about subjects you would
like to read.  Perhaps there are questions you have that we may be able to answer.
Years ago, one of our new, younger preachers would call me with Bible questions.
He called me “Stumpy” and he wanted to “Stump the preacher”. Anyway,
seriously, let us know if there are subjects you would like to read that we can post
in the Banner.  Dean Robbins and my contact information is given below.

2026 Directory of Churches and Pastors 

          The 2026 Directory of Churches and Pastors was mailed on Friday,
December 19th. All Pastors, Clerks, Widows, and Organizations should have
received your copies by now. If you did not receive your copy, please notify Elder
Dean Robbins or myself and we will get a copy to you.   
 
          If you are interested in a personal copy of the directory, please contact us
and request a copy. The cost is $4.50 each.  
 
Our contact information: 
Elder Dean Robbins: wderobbjr@hotmail.com
Elder Pat McCoy: pm4dmi@outlook.com
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First Things First
New Year

Elder Patrick McCoy
Contributing Editor



MATTHEW 6:25-34
(25) Therefore, I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food
and the body more than clothing? (26) Look at the birds of the air, for they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they? (27) Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his
stature? (28) So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; (29) and yet I say to you that even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. (30) Now if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? (31) Therefore, do not
worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'
(32) For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows
that you need all these things. (33) But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. (34) Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for
the day is its own trouble.

          Jesus presented evidence that worry is irreverent, for it fails to believe that
God is in control, that the God who gave us life is sustaining it. Worrying is
irrelevant because it does not change things nor help us cope with problems. And
worry is irresponsible; it burns up energy that should be used constructively to
address the problem. Jesus used the birds of the air to illustrate freedom from
anxiety, the lilies of the field to illustrate freedom from status-seeking, and the
grass of the field to illustrate our need to assess priorities [He admonishes us in
verse 27 saying that worry cannot add anything to our life; yet it may limit it!].

          A reporter covering a COAL-MINE DISASTER wrote a story that began:
“God looked at the grief today in this little West Virginia mining town, and He
wept.” The city editor e-mailed back: “Forget the mine cave-in. Interview God.”

          Obviously, getting to know God in a personal way should be our greatest
priority in life. If we plan on spending eternity with Him then it seems like a good



idea to get acquainted with Him now. After all the disasters of 2025, it may be
later than we think. You may soon meet Him face to face.

          Understanding how quickly life goes by and how long eternity is should
teaches us to have the right priorities. We are, in a sense, here today and gone
tomorrow (James 4:14 – Whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow.
For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then
vanishes away.). We must have our priorities right in order to take full advantage
of life and 2018. 
 
What are your priorities in life?
What are your priorities for any given day? 
What will your priorities be for 2026? 
 
          The thrust of Jesus’ lesson is found in verse 33; “(33) But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you.” 
 
          Seek first reveals Jesus’ concern for the priorities of our life. He commands
that our first priority be His kingdom and His righteousness. It is fairly easy to be
a good Christian when in church. It is more difficult in places such as the home or
in the work place where we earn our wages. God wants us to be Christians
everywhere, and good Christians at that. It isn’t easy, but He gives us the help that
we need if only we will accept what He teaches. Let’s walk through Jesus’ teaching
in this passage by using a six-point outline. 

I. OUR OCCUPATION (or focus).

          This teaching defines three key issues in life: Shelter, Clothing & Food.
These things loom large in importance. We spend at least half of our waking
hours with involvement in these things. Probably more concern invested in these
than in anything else.



          Therefore, we are prone to focus on them, just like lost people do. Those
who personally know God and understand His loving-kindness and faithfulness
should not live with the same anxiety as lost people.

II. OUR OPTIONS (or choices).

          Jesus indicates that there are two priority options or directions on which we
can focus our life. We can go after and be occupied with things as our goal. Or we
can seek first the kingdom and righteousness of God as our goal. 
 
          Generally, we live life our way. We give ourselves first priority in our life. As
a result, we go after the material things that loom large in life. 
 
          We give small attention to the spiritual things of life. We expect that
somehow spiritual things will take care of themselves. 

III. OUR OBJECTIVES (or goals).

          Like the lost world we can go after “these other things.” We can choose to
place the priority for our energies and efforts into providing for ourselves. We can
make our primary concern the physical necessities of life: such as housing, food,
clothing. If we make these things the goals for our life, they will move it in the
direction of the material and earthly. 
 
          Or we can go after God’s kingdom and righteousness. These are the
Christian’s priority of priorities; a divine priority composed of two parts: God’s
kingdom and God’s righteousness. 
 
          Kingdom [basileia] is that which recognizes and promotes His rule and
reign. To seek first His kingdom is to seek first His rule, His will, and His
authority. Seeking God’s kingdom is losing ourselves in obedience to the Lord - to
the extent that we can. To seek first God’s kingdom is to pour out our lives into
the eternal work of our heavenly Father [Acts 20:24] – “But none of these things
move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with



joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel
of the grace of God.”
 
          Second, we are to seek…His righteousness. Righteousness – that which is in
accord with His character or Christlikeness. Instead of longing after the things of
this world, we are to hunger and thirst for the things of the world to come, which
are characterized above all else by personal righteousness or obedience to God
[Colossians 3:2-3] –  “(2) Set your mind on things above, not on things on the
earth. (3) For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” It is to have
Jesus’ own truth, love, and righteousness manifested in our lives, and to have
“Peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). To seek righteousness is to
seek to bring people into God’s kingdom, that God might be glorified. 
 
          Peter says, “(11) therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, (12) looking for
and hastening the coming of the day of God,…” (2 Pet. 3:11-12).
 
          To summarize, seek first God instead of things, the spiritual as opposed to
the material, the eternal instead of the earthly.

IV. OUR ORDER (or priorities).

          Let me mention what the verse does not teach. It does not teach that having
or pursing things is wrong. It is not wrong to go after other things. We do not
need to spend all our time or energy in spiritual pursuits. There is a difference
between concern and focus, obsession, or anxiety, between our first priority and
our responsibility. Jesus says, “Seek first,” not let it be the one and only thing you
seek or go after. God expects us to work and live, while centering our life on Him
and His kingdom as we work and live.

          What Jesus is teaching us here is to clearly establish priorities in your life.
Let your first priority be following Christ. Jesus says, focus your attention and
hopes on the things of the Lord. If you are going to be consumed with anything,
be consumed with the kingdom. 



V. OUR OBTAINING

          Apparently, there are two ways of getting things. You can make them the
object of life and struggle for them like the world does. Or you can have them
added to you. 
 
          Our caring, protective, and good God will always add to our life what we
need. The passage calls us to seek first the kingdom and leave the secondary
matters to His providential care. If God’s priorities become our priorities, He will
take care of our needs. This daily supply is a promise. 
 
          Notice that it is a conditional promise. First, we seek the kingdom, and then
everything else will fall into place. Rather than being like the pagans who are
concerned about physical needs, rather than seeking and worrying about food,
shelter, and clothing like unbelievers do," Jesus says, "focus your attention and
hopes on the things of the Lord and He will take care of all your needs. The
Lord’s disciples should be concerned about the things of God, His kingdom, and
His righteousness. Then all these needs will be supplied in God’s timing. This is
the life of daily faith. 

VI. OUR OPERATION (or our daily life).

          This word is for the spiritually wise. We must not expect God’s specific
blessings where He is not first in our life. 
 
          If the first priority in your daily life is not God’s kingdom and righteousness
it may explain some unproductive living and giving. This concentration on doing
God’s will is the positive answer to worry. Anxiety is resolved by a lifestyle of
seeking God’s kingdom and righteousness first each day. Don’t expect Him to
bless you spiritually or eternally if you are not going to put Him first. 

          It means that decisions in life must be weighed. What am I putting first?
Your daily life and decisions must give priority to God’s kingdom and
righteousness. 



          We must give God sovereignty over our daily lives. This is where the real
issue lies. Will we walk or live by faith in Christ (Matthew 6:30) or will we walk by
the sight and wisdom of natural man. 
 
          Do you want to follow Jesus as Lord, or do you only want comfort,
protection, and fire-insurance? 

CONCLUSION

          Two simple rules should govern life. Set your eyes on the things that
advance God’s kingdom and contribute to the establishment of His righteousness
and go after them. Allow the heavenly Father to keep His promises concerning the
rest of your life. Seek first the kingdom, and everything else will fall into place.
That is His promise. 
 
          How about you? What is the first priority of the day of your life? For 2026
would you consider seeking first the kingdom of Christ and His righteousness?



Adoption
Ephesians 1:3-5

Licentiate Ken Clouse
Contributor & Licentiate

Northern Virginia Primitive Baptist Church



Ephesians 1:3-5
(3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: (4) According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love: (5) Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.  

Adapted by permission from the author “Rob Ventura” from “A New Exposition of
the London Baptist Confession of Faith.”

          In order to help us we need just a little context of the letter to the Ephesians.
While some have debated that Paul wasn’t the author of Ephesians. The letter
does come with the claims that Paul has written it in Ephesians 1:1 and 3:1. It is
full of the Apostles style. Vocabulary, language, style, grammar, and theology;
Some think that Paul actually is writing all the churches of Asia Minor. Intended
to address general issues that may affect the church as a whole. It seems that the
drafting of this letter occurred at the same time as the letter to the Colossians.
Epaphras visited Paul at this time. He was a leader of the church as Colossae;
Some think that Paul may have sent this letter to Ephesus with Epaphras to
deliver to Ephesus. It seems logical that Paul would send this letter to Ephesus as
a natural outflowing of the letter to Colossae. The purpose of and the theme of
Ephesians then is to present the church as members of Christ’s body, With the
closest possible relationship with Christ and the unique relationship with each
other. Ultimately we find two themes here Believers compose the body of Christ
and applies to both Jewish and Gentile Christians. Because they share intimacy
with God as part of His family. Both stand before Him on the same common
grace and both are formed into one new man – Ephesians 2:15 – “(15) abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for
to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”

         We are all part of a family. Related to others by way of birth and a line of
people from an original set of parents. We refer to these as “families”. We can all
recognize the importance of being a part of a family. However, being part of
God’s family is the most consequential. True Christians are part of God’s family

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%201%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%203%3A1&version=KJV


and are the family of God here on the earth. So, Galatians 6:10 – “(10) as we have
opportunity, we should do good to all men, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.” At other times families are built by what we call Adoption. 

          The term “Adoption” comes to us from the Latin. where the ‘ad’ represents
the word ‘to’ and ‘apto’ means to choose. The Greek word for “adoption” is
‘huiothesia’ and is made up from two Greek words and literally means, as used in
our text today, ‘to place as a son’ or to ‘put in the position of a son’. According to
our text today, this word is describing a change in relationship when we are born
again into the family of God. Fundamentally and gloriously, our Father in
Heaven has changed our status from that of slaves to sin into the legal and
binding status of sons and daughters that belong to the Living God. This miracle
comes at the moment of our conversions by faith alone. This then is the miracle –
“as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God”
(John 1:12). This is the faith that we have in Christ alone which leads us to realize
that “we are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26). We
finally understand that “we were in bondage under the elements of the world: But
when the fulness of the time was come, God sent his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, (so) that we might receive
the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:3-7). We can find other descriptions of
“adoption”. For example Question 34 in the Westminster shorter catechism writes
“Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number,
and have a right to all the privileges of the sons of God.” Wilhelmus Brakel said
that “The manner in which believers are children of God is by way of adoption as
children.” Charles Spurgeon explained it like this – “Adoption is that act of God,
whereby men who were by nature the children of wrath, even as others, and were
of the lost and ruined family of Adam, are from no reason in themselves, but
entirely of the pure grace of God, translated out of the evil…family of Satan and
brought actually and virtually into the family of God.” This household of faith, of
which we are a part is the family of God. Then, when we pass on and go home to
the place our Lord is preparing, we will join the family of God in heaven. It is for
this cause that  “I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of
whom the whole family in Heaven and earth is named” (Ephesians 3:14-15).



          So, now we have a question. Just how does this change happen to us who
are by our very nature “…of our father the devil, …the lusts of our father we will
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a
liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). How do we as sons of disobedience become
the sons of God, members of His household? The Word of God answers the
question. “…in the past we walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God” (Ephesians
2:2,19). So, Biblically speaking, we are adopted into this family of God. This is a
magnificent doctrine within the church. To the men and women of the church; it is
a most precious promise, it warms the heart, and it is one of the most practical of
all our theological convictions. Adoption can be classified a number of ways. But
I want share three.

          Adoption is a Trinitarian concept. For example, the Apostle exhorts us to
recognize God the Father’s role in this and says “Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in
love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will”(Ephesians 1:3-5). Later in his
letter to the Ephesians Paul would write that this is due to Jesus Christ’s (God the
Son) death on the cross. In verse 7 he writes, “In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”
Then to the Galatians Paul writes that, “when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Galatians
4:4). Finally, God the Holy Spirit provides the privileges that sons enjoy. The
Holy Spirit provides the  nature of sons within us through our regeneration. The
Prophet Ezekiel communicates God’s desire in the book by his name, and he
writes the inspired words “I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them” (Ezekiel 36:27).



          Jesus instructs Nicodemus in this same understanding; “(3) Jesus answered
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God. (4) Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man
be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and
be born? (5) Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (6) That
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”
(John 3:3-6). In the book of Romans the Holy Spirit inspired words are  “(14) For
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (15) For ye have
not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (16) The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God” (Romans 8:14-16). Paul later
would inform the Galatians that “because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” (Galatians 4:6), and in
his letter to Titus, the Apostle, clarifies that this is “Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:3-5).

           Next, Adoption is a claim of the Apostle Paul. It is true that other authors
of Holy Scripture speak of our “sonship”, like the Apostle John. However, only
Paul employs this language. John for example says things like “as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name” (John 1:12). In his 1st  Epistle, John would quip in
spontaneous worship “what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God” (1 John 3:1). Paul in contrast would use
this in five different places. “Ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”
(Romans 8:15). “Not only they, but ourselves also, which have the first-fruits of
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:23). “Who are Israelites; to whom
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the
law, and the service of God, and the promises” (Romans 9:4). In Romans 9 Paul
is referring to Israel where the ancient authors refer to the nation of Israel as sons



of God – “because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba, Father” (Galatians 4:5). “Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will” (Ephesians 1:5).

           It appears that for the Apostle Paul the term “adoption” points to God’s
love and God’s grace when He accepts us as believers and ultimately His children.
Members of the family of God.  

          Our next observation is that Adoption (as a term) comes from Roman
customs as Paul would be familiar with the concept of “adoption”. In the Roman
Empire a person could become a son to a father figure. This occurs when the
father adopts a son into his family. It didn’t  matter if the potential son was a
naturally born son to the father. It was a legal status where the adopted son
became heir to the family name and property. This status was free from cultural
stigma; it was as if a natural birth had taken place and no one questioned it.
Ultimately it was a sign that the head of a household showed you mercy, love, and
grace. It was a sign that the “adopted” had status in the Roman household.

          Adoption is also a separate element in our salvation. Some may treat this in
a way that doesn’t separate it enough from the idea of justification. The result,
often, is to treat adoption as a secondary concept rather than a stand-alone idea.
While the two things are related. Justification and regeneration are both related,
and the definitions may be similar in some minds, but, in reality, they need to be
treated distinctly, as does the idea of “ADOPTION.” John Murray wrote the
following:  “Justification means our acceptance with God as righteous and the
bestowal of the title to everlasting life. Regeneration is the renewing of our hearts
after the image of God. But these blessings in themselves, however precious they
are, do not indicate what is conferred by the act of adoption. By adoption the
redeemed become the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty; they are
introduced into and given the privileges of God’s family.”

          Adoption is also eschatological in nature. Eschatology relates to death,
judgement, and the final destiny of the soul and of mankind. Adoption then is



intertwined with the expectation of Eschatology. While the idea of an adoption is
with us in the here and now, we cannot dispense with what the New Testament
tells us. We find in the New Testament that the idea of Adoption in the present
also points to a future. The future it points to is a big deal as it means that finally
we are adopted into the glory of the Resurrection. Listen to the words of the
Apostle Paul again – “… waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body” (Romans 8:23). Paul is saying that we, as believers, are looking forward;
“Groaning” in effect. What are we groaning for? We are groaning that final aspect
of our adoption, our resurrected, glorified bodies as Christ returns. His return will
cement our final and eternal status as Sons and Daughters of God. “And if
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:17-18). What we are talking about here is in
Heaven – “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able
even to subdue all things unto himself” (Philippians 3:20). Ultimately, adoption is
described for us according to His amazing grace, His Providence, His Power to
transform us. So, let us “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us
not, because it knew him not” (1 John 3:1). We know because of His power and
promise that because “now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be” . However, we do know that “when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). This is our hope, it is our
charge and “every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure” (1 John 3:3).

           Now we turn to the London Baptist Confession where we can find four
things that are important to this topic. London Baptist Confession of 1689,
chapter 12 states,
          
          All those that are justified, God vouchsafed, in and for the sake of his only
          Son Jesus Christ, to make partakers of the grace of adoption, by which they



          are taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the
          children of God, have his name put upon them, receive the spirit of
          adoption, have access to the throne of grace with boldness, are enabled to
          cry Abba, Father, are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by him
          as by a Father, yet never cast off, but sealed to the day of redemption, and
          inherit the promises as heirs of everlasting salvation.

          The confession refers to “all those who are justified.” This distinction is
critical because justification and adoption are separate doctrines. Justification as a
legal term for blessing in salvation and adopted as a more filial as we love, respect,
and honor our Father in Heaven. These are joined together however, in that as,
God declares us NOT Guilty and imputes Christs righteousness (justification). We
become sons and daughters of the One true God (adoption)! The simple truth here
is that there is no justified person in all creation that has not been adopted into
God’s family. In addition, as justification is a one-time act that is immediately
accomplished with permanent implications, so is adoption. John Murry would say
that “the person who is justified is always the recipient of sonship.” Or, more
precisely “Adoption is, like justification, a judicial act. In other words, it is the
bestowal of a status, or standing, not the generating within us of a new nature or
character.” Joel Beeke also observes that “Justification is the primary,
fundamental blessing of the gospel; it meets our most basic spiritual need –
forgiveness and reconciliation with God. We could not be adopted without it. But
adoption is a richer blessing, because it brings us from the courtroom into the
family. Justification is conceived of in terms of law, adoption in terms of love.
Justification sees God as judge, adoption as a father.”

           The second thing is that God our Father is the Author of adoption. The
confession states that we have been ‘vouchsafed’(given or granted something in a
gracious manner). It was in love that we have been gifted this blessing. He (God)
predestined us or literally identified us as sons and daughters by adoption. Paul
would describe it to the Ephesians as follows: “Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having



predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:3-6). The great I
AM said, “And I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:18). Aren’t we amazed at
this great truth in the midst of the rebellion of men toward God? How could we
not be amazed and who can ever truly comprehend it? Another author gives his
impression: “Of all the magnificent riches of the gospel, none is more to be
treasured and pondered than our adoption in Christ. When the Father lavished
His love upon us and made us His children, we weren’t just street-wandering
orphans looking for a good meal and a warm bed. We were self-absorbed slaves to
sin and  death. Indeed, we weren’t in the orphanage of loneliness; we were in the
morgue of hopelessness. Adoption, therefore, is the quintessential freedom for
which we long, and for which we’ve been redeemed.”

           Jesus Christ bears this role solely upon His shoulders. “Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1:5).  “But when the fulness
of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, To redeem them that were under the law,  (WHY?)  that we might receive the
adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). The authors of the confession make this,
supernaturally born children of God idea, abundantly clear when they say,  “in
and for the sake of his only Son Jesus Christ.” This declaration leaves no room to
understanding anything less than that all we receive as Christians comes to us, not
because of Abraham or Moses, but because of Jesus Christ and His death, burial,
and resurrection. There is one commentator that says:  “The concept of adoption,
therefore, also rests upon the teaching of the mystical union with Christ:
graciously united with Christ, Who is Son of God by nature, believers are made
sons of God by grace.” While another writes: “Paul is revealing that adoption was
not given to us apart from or in isolation from Jesus. Nor was it given to us in
addition to Jesus. Rather, adoption is nothing less than the placement of sons in
the Son. These two concepts—adoption unto the Father and being in Christ—are
so necessarily joined to one another as to be inseparable.” So our confession



teaches that Jesus is the only source for the “how” of the question. We, joined to
Him by faith alone, have become the children of God. Because it is only in Jesus
Christ that is beloved by God can be accepted by God. “To the praise of the glory
of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:6).
Lest we forget, none of this is done by our own ability. Not on our works. Only by
the work of the sinless Jesus who bore our sin, on our behalf. Therefore, there is
only one mediator and that is the person and work of Jesus Christ. It is the reason
that Paul mused that all he wanted to know was Christ and Him crucified. We see
the apostles perspective on this when he states that we have been pre-destined to
adoption as sons ‘by Jesus Christ’ or through Jesus Christ. Christ is the divine
agent through which we receive adoption. He did the work to “redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:5). It
is also stated, by the framers of the confession, that God ordained our adoption.
He did this for the “sake of His only Son, Jesus Christ.” We know and testify that
it is for our sake, but it was also for the Son. R.C. Sproul would note that: “It is
through the grace of God that we are brought into the family of God through
adoption. And we, in turn, are the Father’s gift to the Son. From all eternity, the
Father and the Son were in agreement in this enterprise, and so the Father was
pleased to give us to the Son, and the Son was pleased to receive us from the
Father. The Son was so pleased about this gift that He laid down His life for us
while we were still His enemies, so that we might be His brothers and sisters.”
Isaiah prophesied about this when wrote with divine inspiration that: “He shall
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities” (Isaiah 53:11).

           There are Blessings of Adoption when we are received into the family of
God. Our confession teaches us that we are made partakers “of the grace of” and
“taken into the number.” In short, Our Father in Heaven removes our
relationship in the family of Adam and grafts us into the family to which we
belong. It means that we are no longer a lost people, but we are now “the people
of God”. It means that He has delivered us from the power of darkness and hath
translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son.

           We are privileged as the children of God  as t he  authors of the confession



say that we “enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God.” Then they
share four of these liberties and privileges: God’s name is upon us, true Christians
“have his name put upon them.” It’s a statement of ownership and possession. It
speaks like when someone is taken into another’s family. They take on the name
of those who’ve adopted them. God adopts us and gives us a new name, His
name, Isaiah speaks about this. “taken into the family of another, [they] receive
the name of the adopter, and those whom God adopts are called by a new name,
which the mouth of the Lord hath named” (Isaiah 62:2). The result, Christians
now belong to God for all eternity. He has claimed us to be His very own, in
Christ. It means that we are no longer our own apart from Him, and our new
identity is now in Christ (Acts 11:26; 26:28). Consequently, “Our old name is
forever laid aside.” The Spirit of adoption, believers “receive the spirit of
adoption.” The Holy Spirit testifies to us that we are the adopted children of the
Living God. The Puritan Samuel Willard wrote that the Holy Spirit  “ratifies our
sonship to be immutable and confirms our title to all the promises irreversibly. As
such a Spirit, He gives His testimony in us, to ratify all our evidences, and assure
us of our sonship and heirship.”

           Access with boldness, believers “have access to the throne of grace with
boldness.” This means that the access to God for believers is unfettered. Instead of
being separated, now we can draw near to Him and make our requests known to
Him because of Jesus’s on our behalf. It means that God’s throne is no longer a
place of condemnation for us, rather one of complete grace. John Owen, writes,
“There is with God in Christ, God on His throne of grace, a spring of suitable and
seasonable help for all times and occasions of difficulty. He is ‘the God of all
grace,’ and a fountain of living waters is with Him for the refreshment of every
weary and thirsty soul.”  believers are Enabled “are enabled to cry Abba, Father,”
this is the result of the Spirit of God in our hearts, He not only extends to us
“adoption’, but he makes us confident and aware of this new status. Martin
Luther said this about the word Abba: “This is but a little word, and yet
notwithstanding it comprehendeth all things. The mouth speaketh not, but the
affection of the heart speaketh after this manner: Although I be oppressed with
anguish and terror on every side and seemed to be forsaken and utterly cast away



from Thy presence, yet I am Thy child, and Thou art my Father for Christ’s sake:
I am beloved because of the Beloved.”

           We are cared for as the redeemed of God. The authors also provide four
examples, concerning the care of the Father: We are Pitied but does not mean that
God looks down on us in contempt or spurns us because of our sinful condition.
Rather, it indicates that our heavenly Father cares for us as  “a father pitieth his
children” (Psalm 103:13; 1 Peter 5:7). It means that in His compassion, God
understands our weaknesses for “he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we
are dust” (Psalm 103:14). Jeremiah Burroughs noted that, “God, Who is the
infinite glorious first being, embraces them with an entirely fatherly love. All the
love that ever was in any parents towards children, is but as one drop of the
infinite ocean of fatherly love that there is in God unto His people.” Second, God
protects His children; they are “protected,” God provides the care and refuge for
His people. In the words of Psalm 46:1, “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.”

           Third, God’s adopted children are “provided for.” God knows our needs.
He knows what they are before we ask (Matthew 6:8). And because He knows our
needs, He supplies them (Matthew 6:25-32). King David understood this, do you
remember what he said? “I have been young and now am old; yet have I not seen
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (Psalm 37:25). Your Heavenly
Father knows you have need of all the necessary things, like food, shelter, and
clothing. He knows our wants better than we do ourselves. Regardless of whether
He is in heaven while His children are on earth, so long as we walk in the light of
His Gospel. You can rest assured that He is a friend that knows your wants and
needs, and that He will provide you rest and peace. Your God knows you! He is
your Father that loves you and is ready to help you.

           God’s children are “chastened by him as by a Father,” which the Bible tells
us is a benefit to us. God’s corrections are our instruction. He corrects our sin in
love, not to destroy us, but to encourage us to be more like Christ, so that “we
might be partakers of His holiness” (Hebrews 12:10). So, His chastening is
evidence “of our sonship and of the Father’s love” (Hebrews 12:3-11).



          We are preserved by the power of God. God’s children are “never cast off
but sealed to the day of redemption.” Even though God disciplines us, He never
disowns us (Philippians 1:6; Hebrews 13:5; Jude 1:24). It means that as we must
face tribulations before we enter the kingdom of God, and as God’s children, we
are secure in the Savior until we enter glory by His eternal decree, resting in the
knowledge that the “gifts (given) and calling of God (to His Children) are without
repentance (God doesn’t have regret in the adoption of saints)” (Romans 11:29).
Thomas Watson remarks, “God’s decree is the very pillar and basis on which the
saints’ perseverance depends. That decree ties the knot of adoption so fast that
neither sin, death, nor hell can break it asunder.”

          We are graced with the promises of God. God’s adopted children “inherit
the promises as heirs of everlasting salvation.” As God’s children, we have a lot to
look forward to. Our eternal riches rest on the truth that all of His promises are
great and precious, they are in His many blessings and goodwill toward us. They
will certainly come, seeing that “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the
son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he
spoken, and shall he not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19). 

           What Applications of Adoption truth can we take away? Knowing that the
privileges and promises are real. As God’s adopted children there are some things
for us to think about. Actually, we need to be aware of them and be obedient to
them to grow as God’s adopted children: We must bathe in the teaching of
Scripture and all that it directs us to do. We must know our identity as adopted
sons or daughters of God and live in the light of it. We must resolve to love all
people who’ve been truly adopted by God. We must reject the ways of the world;
those ways belong to the children of the devil. We must continually commune
with God in prayer, knowing that He always hears our petitions. We must rejoice,
due to what awaits us in the eternal Kingdom as it is truly wonderful.

           Wrapping this all up then. The doctrine of Adoption is glorious! It is a
gracious doctrine! It reflects that while we do not deserve it, God, in full of
unspeakable love and mercy, has adopted us as members of His family. In His



kindness and grace, He has given us the great honor and status as sons and
daughters. We, I think, can agree that “The revelation to the believer that God is
his Father is in a sense the climax of the Bible” (Packer). This revelation, that
‘adoption’, is “surely the apex of grace and privilege” (John Murray). It is my
prayer that we will learn anew the grand nature of ‘adoption’. That it will fill us
with joy and praise, continuously. Accept that ‘spirit of adoption’ so that it
consumes all of our thoughts so that we can joyfully and continuously say with
the Apostle John, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God” (1 John 3:1). Because “God the
Father has predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.” 



The Christian & Peace
War, Peace, &

International Order
Lesson #5 - A Study In Christian Ethics

Elder Patrick McCoy
Contributing Editor



Lesson Scripture: I Corinthians 14:33, Ephesians 4:3, Colossians 3:15 

Introduction

          We come now to the most basic issue that confronts mankind. Our nation is
involved in a war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  There are threats against America
from other countries. Atomic and hydrogen bombs now stock-piled by the United
States, Russia, and other countries, in sufficient quantity and potency to destroy
all human life upon the planet and with guided missiles to deliver them quickly to
their targets, the annihilation not only of great cities but of entire nations in a
matter of minutes has now become a staggering possibility.  
 
          At this juncture there are great agreements and also great differences among
Christians. All agree that war is a terrible evil today with possibilities of
destruction undreamed of in an earlier day, and to be avoided by any honorable
means. At this point, however, opinions diverge. Many Christians, and at present
the majority, believe that there are occasions when war cannot be honorably
averted and therefore must be participated in as a Christian duty, while Christian
pacifists hold all war and moral support of war to be contrary to the teachings of
Jesus, and hence to be rejected by the Christian conscience. 

          More important, however, is what Christians as both pacifists and non-
pacifists can together do to remove the causes and avert the outbreak of war. We
must combine our efforts for lasting peace, not only with one another but with
"men of good will" outside the Christian Church, or there will be no peace and no
survival. But first let us look at the biblical and theological foundations of our
mission as peacemakers. 
 
          So much is involved in this subject that we will take two lessons for our
study. But as you begin today,  Spend a few minutes discussing this basic issue of
“War and Peace.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I%20Corinthians%2014%3A33&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A15&version=KJV


Basic Christian Foundations

          The Old Testament has in it much of carnage and strife, with Yahweh in not
a few instances represented as calling his people to battle and contending for them
against the enemy. The statement, "For there fell down many slain, because the
war was of God" (I Chronicles 5:22), is made once but implied often. Yet few
would question that Isaiah’s vision of a warless world, restated by Micah in nearly
identical words, reflects a higher insight. For many centuries these words have
been a rallying cry, not to battle, but to the ways of peace. Read Micah 4:2-4. 
 
          In the New Testament, Jesus stands revealed not only as the Son of God but
as the Prince of Peace, proclaiming the love of God, forgiving his enemies even at
the point of death on the cross, calling all men to a type of neighbor love which if
put into practice would abolish wars. His words in Matthew 5:9, "Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God," are fully consistent with all
that He was and did as He set before men the nature and will of God.

          It is impossible by quoting texts to justify either a pacifist or a non-pacifist
position. The often quoted, "I am not come to send peace, but a sword" (Matthew
10:34), is certainly in its context not a justification of the use of military force, but
a warning that fidelity to the Christian cause would precipitate peril and
persecution. Similarly the word spoken by Jesus in the Garden to restrain His
disciples from violence, "Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that
take the sword shall perish with the sword." (Matthew 26:52), is no final
pronouncement on the matter. True as this statement has proved repeatedly to be,
Jesus was probably speaking not of international but of personal conflict.

          What we derive from Jesus is a spirit and an outreach to persons that is the
antithesis of war. Just as he spoke no specific word on slavery or slums, but gave
an impulse that can let no sensitive Christian be at ease while they exist, so he
injected into human history a spirit that must eventually lead to war’s abolition.
That mankind has been so slow about it is due in part to human sin, in part to the
immense complexities of the international situation.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%204%3A2-4&version=KJV


Discuss the following: Using a concordance look up “war” to find answers. 
1.What are the general causes of strife and war? 
2.Are these the same causes today? 

The Christian Faith And Convictions

          When Christian faith is viewed as a whole, there are certain basic
convictions which bear upon war and the tasks of peacemaking. Let us briefly
review them. 
 
          First, there is the fact that God is the creator and ruler of our world. However
dark may be the mysteries of his ways and however theoretically insoluble the
problem of evil, the Christian knows that God made the world for good and not
for evil. He knows that war’s wanton destruction of human lives and property and
its long aftermath of physical and social evils cannot be God’s will. The passions
that arouse war, the tragic events that occur within it, and the consequences that
flow from it are almost wholly antithetical to what we know of the love of God as
we see this love revealed in Jesus. Thus we are called to labor with all our powers
for war’s abolition.  
 
          Derivative from the Christian doctrine of creation is our stewardship.
Stewardship means far more than direct giving to good causes, though it includes
that; it means the holding of all that we have as a trust from God to be used
responsibly in ways that advance His kingdom. Thus, it means that the total
resources of the earth, our technological skills and scientific achievements, our
sources of power including atomic energy, belong to God and should be used at
his call for the increase of human good. Only as such possessions are used for the
alleviation and not for the production of human misery can we be true stewards of
the Creator and Giver of all. 

Discuss: How can you individually and as a Church be good stewards in
advancing His kingdom?



          Second, God is a God of judgment. It is not enough to stress only the love of
God. God is also a God of judgment who does not treat sin lightly. Any
individual or any person who flouts His righteous will stands under
condemnation, though His judgment is always linked with love. The result in
practice is that sin always brings evil consequences in its wake. The world has
been so made with a pervasive moral order that we cannot sin with impunity.
When a society or a nation tries to direct its course on the basis of aggressive self-
interest, denial of the rights and liberties of others, economic greed, lust for
power, race prejudice, vindictiveness, and deception, situations are created which
if unchecked lead to war. In this sense, then, war can be said to be a form of divine
judgment, though we cannot assume that God deliberately sends wars to smite
sinners with the wrath of his displeasure. 
 
          In this connection a question always arises in time of war: "What is God
doing? Why does He not stop it?" The answer is far more complex than to say
simply that war is God’s judgment upon human sin, for the suffering and disaster
of war fall with terrible force upon the innocent as upon the guilty. Without
presuming to give a final answer, the direction an answer must take can be found
in our Christian faith. God is maintaining a physical order, within which it is
possible to live in happiness and peace, but within which also fire burns, bombs
destroy, and bodies starve and die. He is maintaining a social order in which we
are meant to help one another, but within which the innocent suffer with and for
the guilty. He is maintaining a moral order within which our goodness helps and
our evil harms our neighbor. God’s gift of human freedom, which makes possible
the sin, error, and terrible folly of war, is also that which makes us morally
responsible beings. We could not surrender it and remain human, and we would
not surrender it if we could. Our task is to use it in obedience to his righteous will. 

Discuss: The above statements apply to nations which become involved in war.
Does this same principle apply to us individually when we get into personal
conflicts with individuals or groups of individuals? 
 
          During the Second World War, this truth was expressed by the Calhoun



Commission of the Federal Council of Churches in words that are worth
preserving:

          In this war, then, He is not neutral, and not helpless. He is maintaining
          invincibly an order that men cannot overthrow.... God is not a combatant,
          nor a neutral onlooker, nor a helpless victim. First of all, He is, in war as in
          peace, the Creator and Sovereign whose power sustains and governs, but
          does not annul, the activities of nature and of men.

          Third, God alone is sovereign. This is implied in the doctrines both of
creation and of judgment. Every State claims absolute sovereignty over its people.
The Christian faith affirms that God alone is man’s supreme Ruler, and in His
will alone is man’s final authority. This is why Christians have again and again felt
impelled by conscience to defy their political rulers and to say with Peter, "We
ought to obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). If God alone is sovereign, this
has a bearing on international co-operation. It means that above all nations and
above all humanity is God.

          Finally and supremely, God is Redeemer and Father. Neither creativity nor
judgment nor sovereignty is the attribute of God by which we know him best. It is
as redeeming love that He comes closest to us. This means that in his creation of
the world with an invincible order He is never indifferent to human need; in his
judgment He is never merely punitive; in his sovereignty He is never arbitrary or
despotic. God is seeking always to win individuals, societies, and nations to ways
of righteousness, justice, good will, and peace. 
 
          If it is our faith that this is the way God rules his world, it has all-important
consequences. Though it does not settle the pacifist issue, it does mean that all we
do must be done in love and with supreme regard for the persons whom God
loves. It means, furthermore, that in spite of our weakness and lack of wisdom,
God can use, in the making of peace, any gift that is brought in love for the
service of human need. He is working always, even in the darkest of human
situations, through redemptive love, and in this he summons us to be his co-
workers.



          Taken seriously, this Christian judgment regarding God’s nature and
activity calls for a re-evaluation of widely prevalent opinion and the holding of
attitudes by Christians which are different from those commonly held by the
secular world.  Every soul that God has created, whatever his race or nation, his
political or economic views, his class or culture, is precious in God’s sight. Those
whom we tend to dislike or to call enemies are, like ourselves, mixtures of good
and evil, persons whom God loves. We are all made in God’s image; we have all in
some measure marred it. In my experience in ministry in Ukraine I have been
blessed to see the results of God’s sovereignty working in human lives.  Men I
know who once served in the KGB and like the Apostle Paul sought out
Christians to capture them and put them to death or in prison are now ministers
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They are defending the doctrines of salvation by
grace. God has brought them from a place of war to a place of peace.  Once they
knew the real peacemaker they became peace makers themselves. 
 
          This means that a very basic even though difficult distinction must be
drawn. We must never identify evil systems, of which Communism is certainly
one, with the Russian or Chinese people who lived and live today under this
system. Some misguidedly support Communism; many live in it because they see
no way to do otherwise. But all are still our brothers, for whom we ought to pray
and toward whom we ought to feel pity rather than ill will. Many millions of
Russians and Chinese are Christians who pray to God and read the Bible as we
do. Yet among those who are unbelievers today are those (His elect) still beloved
of God, whose love is broad enough to take in all mankind. The New Testament
gives no blueprint as to what to do about war, but it does not lack directives: 

Discuss the following statements from scripture in light of Ephesians 2:10 and 4:3:

Love your enemies.
If your enemy is hungry, feed him.
Judge not, that you be not judged.
As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.



And He [God] made from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the
earth.
Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind.
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

          Such passages as these, which are unquestionably in the spirit of Jesus, show
us the direction in which our spirits and our deeds must move.

          On the basis of such Christian convictions, what can we agree upon further
as to necessary steps to take for the conquest of war? 
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Upcoming
Events

Camp Hillview - Week 2

JUNE

JUNE

2-5

8-12

Music Workshop

Camp Hillview - Week 1

Music Workshop has been moved to the first week in June.

The first week of Camp Hillview will be held June 8-12.

JUNE

15-19

JUNE

JUNE

JUNE

JULY

15-22

22-27

21-26

6-9

Tri-States Camp

Camp Sonlight

Central States Camp

Southern States
Bible Conference

Tri-States camp will be held on June 15-22.

Camp Sonlight will be held June 22-27.

Central States Youth Camp will be held June 21-26.

The first week of Camp Hillview will be held June 15-19.

JULY

13-16 Central States
Bible Conference

APRIL

26-27 Primitive Baptist Foundation
Being held at Union Grove PBC – Winchester, TN



PRIMITIVE

FOUNDATION

MEETING

April 26-27, 2026

Union Grove Church
6370 Chestnut Ridge Rd,
Winchester, TN 37398

www.progressivepb.org

BAPTIST

2026

WHEN:

WHERE:

http://www.progressivepb.org/


BIBLE
CONFERENCE

Hosted By The Statesboro
Primitive Baptist Church

ST. SIMONS ISLAND, GA

JULY 6-9, 2026

SOUTHERN STATES

SAVE THE DATES

THEME:
HOW TO BE A CHRISTIAN

1 PETER 4:16

Why not spend your vacation fel lowshipping &
worshipping with your brothers & sisters in Christ from

all across the country? St .  Simons Island also offers
plenty of youth oriented & family fr iendly activit ies!

Contact Darryl Harris For More Information
darlynhar@aol.com – (770)-693-2948

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.
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Doctrines of the Bible – Part 2

Collins, GA

MINISTERS
SCHOOL

JANUARY 12 - 14, 2026

CEDAR CREEK
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

rd



2:45 PM Welcome – Song & Prayer

3:00 PM Redemption – Elder Dean Robbins

4:00 PM Sanctification – Elder Andrew Tucker

4:45 PM School Dismissal

6:00 PM Dinner

7:00 PM Evening Worship

Ministers School – January 12 - 14, 2026

Monday - January 12

Tuesday - January 13

8:45 AM Song & Prayer

9:00 AM Glorification – Elder Lee Chambers

10:00 AM Perseverance / Preservation Of The Saints – Elder Lee Price

11:00 AM Discussion Period

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM The Call To Good Works – Elder Jason Deal

2:00 PM The Purpose Of The Gospel – Elder Mike McGrady

3:00 PM Discussion Period

4:45 PM School Dismissal

6:00 PM Dinner

7:00 PM Evening Worship

Wednesday - January 14

8:45 AM Song & Prayer

9:00 AM
The General Resurrection Of The Just And The Unjust
– Elder Keith Hamilton

10:00 AM Our Purpose - To Glorify God – Licentiate Ken Clouse

11:00 AM Discussion Period

12:00 PM Lunch & School Dismissal



Elders

Name Email Address Phone

Brett Bacon bacon_brett@hotmail.com
14527 US Hwy 301,
Glennville, GA 30427

912-977-3324

Michael DeVane judgemikedevane@gmail.com
P.O. Box 536,
Fitzgerald, GA 31750

912-548-5542

W.H. Durrence eldwhd@yahoo.com
402 Lewis St., Brooklet,
GA 30415

912-842-2281

Vernon Eckleberry eckleberry@mac.com
133 Hidden Lakes Dr.,
Brunswick, GA 31525

912-996-0334

Wayne Fennel waynefennell46@gmail.com PO Box 932,
Swainsboro, GA 30401

478-494-3155

Terry Lynn tlynn1992@yahoo.com
435 Deer Run Trail,
Claxton, GA 30417

912-334-0991

Patrick McCoy pm4dmi@outlook.com
14194 Hwy 74,
Culloden, GA 31016

404-210-9045

Jim McGill jimmcgill46@gmail.com
213 Bluff View Dr.,
Fort Payne, AL. 35968

256-717-7353

Ben Nessmith bennessmithjr@gmail.com
333 Jewel Dr.,
Statesboro, GA 30458

912-481-0960

Philip Nichols
5899 College Ave.,
Blackshear, GA 31516

912-286-3751

Available For Supply

Retired. Limited Supply

Retired. Limited Supply

Retired. Limited Supply
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Elders

Name Email Address Phone

Lee Price eldlp@yahoo.com
6314 Pinetucky Rd.,
Wadley, GA 30477

706-699-0226

David Summerford davsum32174@gmail.com
106 Sherbourne Way,
Ormond Beach FL 32174

912-687-6111

Lindy Webb, Jr. lw1951jr@yahoo.com
106 Myrtlewood Dr.,
Guyton, GA 31312

912-667-3650

Available For Supply

Limited Supply

Licentiates

Name Email Address Phone

Kirk Cavanah cavabus21@gmail.com
559 S. Old Reidsville Rd.,
Twin City, GA 30471

478-494-0635

Ken Clouse clouseken@gmail.com
6902 Farragut Ave.,
Falls Church, VA 22042

703-608-3978
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Metter Primitive Baptist Church
Metter, GA

FEBRUARY 16 - 18, 2026

th

– PASTORAL MINISTRY –



2:45 PM Welcome – Song & Prayer

3:00 PM Shepherding & Leadership – Elder Jason Solomon

4:00 PM Preaching, Teaching, & Worship – Elder Keith Hamilton

4:45 PM School Dismissal

6:00 PM Dinner

7:00 PM Evening Worship

Ministers School – February 16 - 18, 2026

Monday - February 16

Tuesday - February 17

8:45 AM Song & Prayer

9:00 AM Prayer & Fasting – Licentiate Ken Clouse

10:00 AM Visitation & Hospitality – Elder Andrew Tucker

11:00 AM Discussion Period

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Service & Outreach – Elder Jackie Deal

2:00 PM Counseling & Mentoring – Elder Pat McCoy

3:00 PM Discussion Period

4:45 PM School Dismissal

6:00 PM Dinner

7:00 PM Evening Worship

Wednesday - February 18

8:45 AM Song & Prayer

9:00 AM Church Discipline – Elder Matt Yawn

10:00 AM Business Session

11:00 AM Discussion Period

12:00 PM Lunch & School Dismissal



Obituaries



Chambers, Emily Billie Dove – 
December 11, 1929 to December 5, 2025. 

Union Grove Primitive Baptist Church, Winchester, Tennessee. 
(Widow of Late Elder Adrian F. Chambers and mother to Elder Lee Chambers) 

 
DeLoach, Yvonne –  

April 27, 1937 to December 5, 2025. 
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia. 

 

McIntyre Edward (Elder) – 
April 3, 1938 to December 12, 2025. 

Frank Primitive Baptist Church, Ocilla, Georgia. 



          In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of The Banner-
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of
Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired
and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and
coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s
faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and
ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the
elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that
Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church
of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is
immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an
example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a
presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised,
changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven
forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body
reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


