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Sausage Gravy & 
God’s Providence

By:
Elder Dean Robbins



 Ok! If, in your curiosity, you’ve begun to 
check out this connection between the sausage 
gravy and the providence of God, then the title has 
served its purpose. In the realm of social media, 
this is referred to as “click bait.” Usually with 
“click bait” titles, when you click on the link to 
check out the content, there’s disappointment. The 
title doesn’t live up to the actual content. I pray this 
will not be the case here, but that you will see there 
is this connection between sausage gravy and the 
providence of God. 

 Here's the story: Recently, I went to the 
grocery store, with a short list, to buy certain 
products. Sausage was not one of the products on 
the list. But passing by the place where the ground 
sausage was, I decided to add it to the list so that I 
could prepare sausage gravy. Sausage gravy on 
biscuits is one of my favorite foods, though I don’t 
prepare it very often. So, I added it to the cart, 
along with the other items, and then proceeded to 
the check out. 

 Upon returning home, I considered putting 
the frozen package of ground sausage in the freezer 
to use for the future. But, I finally decided to put 
the frozen ground sausage in the refrigerator in 
order to let it thaw. I figured I’d prepare it 
sometime within the next few days. On the next 
day, my wife reminded me of her office Christmas 
party and that she would be home later in the 
evening. So, I was on my own for supper. It was 
then I decided to prepare the sausage gravy. I 
figured I’d have it for supper on that evening. 

 Having prepared the gravy in the early 
afternoon, I then made the decision to carry some 
of it to a dear brother who had recently lost his 
wife. On their next anniversary, they would have 
been married for 63 years. As you would assume, 
he was having a difficult time. The holiday season 

added to the sorrow he was experiencing. A group 
from our church was planning on visiting him to 
sing some Christmas carols, but he asked that we 
not come by because he wasn’t quite ready for this 
visit. 

 So, I prepared the sausage gravy and also 
biscuits and carried them over to his house. Upon 
entering his house, he had just warmed over a 
piece of chicken that he was going to have for 
supper. He asked me to sit down for he said he 
wanted to talk with me. As I did, I could see the 
tears flowing from his eyes. He then began to tell 
me that he had found the engagement ring that he 
gave to his wife back in 1958. It had been missing 
for some time. You see, his wife had started to 
have some dementia problems and she had not 
remembered where she put the ring. The tears 
flowing, he said he had found it the day before. 
Well, that explained, I thought, why he was 
emotional. It was another reminder of how much 
he was missing his wife. 

 I came to find out that the tears were not just 
because of finding the ring, but that the very day of 
my visit was the 63rd anniversary of their 
wedding. I had not realized this, to my shame. I 
should have remembered this so I could have made 
plans to see him, or at least to call him. But here is 
where the providence of God meets the making of 
the sausage gravy. 

 In going to the grocery store on the previous 
evening, I had no plans to purchase the ground 
sausage. Having purchased it, I then made the 
decision to let it thaw in the refrigerator instead of 
keeping it frozen. Then, having initially forgotten 
my wife telling me some days before about her 
Christmas party, I went ahead and made the 
decision to have biscuit and sausage gravy for 
supper that evening. In deciding to cook it, I then 
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made the decision to carry it over to this brother 
because I’d not seen him for over a week. Do you 
see where this is heading? 

 Upon leaving his house after about an hour of 
listening to him and then praying with him, I got 
back in my car to return home. In doing so, I 
praised God for his wonderful hand of providence. 
Some may attribute what happened to coincidence. 
But with God, there are no coincidences. 

 Consider these passages on the providence of 
God: 

“The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and 
raiseth up all those that be bowed down. The 
eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest 
them their meat in due season. Thou openest 
thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every 
living thing” (Psalm 145:14-16). 

“And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose” 
(Romans 8:28). 

“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought 
for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls 
of the air: for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they?” (Matthew 6:25-26). 

 Dear friend, we know not what this coming 
year will bring. Since the beginning of 2022, we’ve 
had four deaths in our church family. This was 
unforeseen. In February, our brothers and sisters in 
the Ukraine were suddenly attacked by Russia. 
They continue to endure great hardships. It is now 

winter there and many are without electricity, heat 
and running water. All of this was unforeseen. In 
July, I lost my aunt to lung cancer. When 2022 
began, none of these things were foreseen. I am 
sure many reading these words have had similar 
experiences of grief and sorrow this past year. 

 We know not what lies ahead of us in the 
year 2023. But what we do know is that we serve a 
God who cares for us and who promises He will 
provide for us. What we do know is that such is the 
providence of God that he will use seemingly 
insignificant means like the purchase and 
preparation of sausage gravy to meet the needs of 
those he loves. May such thoughts of the 
providence of God encourage you to face a new 
year, not with fear or being anxious, but rather 
being filled with hope. “For in thee, O LORD, do I 
hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God” (Psalm 
38:15). May you be greatly blessed by our Lord in 
this new year! Happy New Year from the editors of 
the Banner Herald! 
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The Creation Order 
For The Family

By:
Elder Emerson Proctor

(This article first appeared in the September 1977, issue of The 

Banner-Herald, a little more than 45 year ago. The title has been 

changed, and it has been slightly edited. Needless to say, the 

standards of the society in which we live have declined drastically 

since then, and that is so even among the churches. That is why it 

seems appropriate to reprint it. EP)



 The Bible says that God created “man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them” (Genesis 1:27). 
Out of that creation God established the most basic 
human institution, the home and family unit. That 
unit was and is the foundation upon which rests the 
whole society of man. It is the fabric out of which 
all real civilization is made. Man was created to 
function in the male-female relationship, which is 
the family unit in its simplest form. It is only in 
this relationship that man is truly man, and that 
woman is truly woman. It is only in this 
relationship that man fulfills the deepest yearnings 
and instincts of his soul. 

 That is why God places such a premium upon 
the family in Scripture, and that is the reason that 
God views sins against the family in such a serious 
light. Let us, then, consider some of the more 
salient features of this relationship.

THE SANCTITY OF THE HOME AND 
FAMILY UNIT

 It can be fairly said, without being extreme, 
that the family unit reflects something of the 
economy of heaven. The relationship in the 
Godhead is that of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In 
the mystery of salvation God has chosen to make 
His chosen people members of His own family. 
The people of God are members of the household 
of God. John said, “Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we would 
be called the sons of God. . .” (1 John 3:1). In 
Ephesians 5, the church is seen as the bride of the 
heavenly Bridegroom. Christ is the head of the 
church, as the husband is the head of the wife. 
Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it, as 
the husband is to love his wife. This holy and 
sacred relationship of Christ to His church is given 
as the holy model for husbands and wives in their 

earthly relationship. Thus, we say that the basic 
unit of the family upon earth is a dull reflection of 
the blessed and holy relationship of heaven. 
Therefore, it borders on blasphemy to say that 
marriage is obsolete, and that man has outgrown 
his need for this institution. 

 The example of the arrangement of heaven 
no doubt demonstrates the overriding importance 
of the family unit in the whole society of man. But 
what makes this so important from a practical point 
of view? Why would not some other arrangement 
be as good? Why has God gone to such great 
lengths in command and precept to preserve and 
protect the institution of the home? It is this way 
for the simple reason that God created man this 
way. God said, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it. . .” (Genesis 
1:28). This is as much a part of the created order of 
things as how the earth spins around the sun. It is 
woven into the very fabric of nature. Man is God's 
most noble creation, but it is only as he remains 
and functions in this basic relationship that he can 
carry out the command of creation and accomplish 
the mandate of Genesis 1:28. 

 Let it be emphasized that this is a part of the 
created order of things. God has established a 
balance in nature. He has so arranged creation that 
one thing is dependent upon another. One organism 
produces what another must have in order to live. 
In nature there is an equilibrium. In the Solar 
System the gravitational pull of the sun on the 
planets is exactly counterbalanced by the 
centrifugal force outward so that each planet is 
kept in a precise orbit. Plants give off the oxygen 
needed by animals, and animals give off the carbon 
dioxide necessary for plant life. Time and again in 
nature we see the symbiotic relationship between 
organisms in which they are mutually dependent 
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upon each other and are mutually beneficial to 
each other so that the design of their creation may 
be carried out. This balance operates from the 
simplest cells to the operation of the whole of the 
universe. 

 This same principle is seen on the human 
level. It is the principle established for the family 
unit. God created man male and female. The man 
was created first, and we do not know how long it 
was before God made the woman. We do know 
that he lived long enough without the woman to 
demonstrate his need of her. It is clear that the man 
was in- complete alone. God made him that way, 
with every intention of bringing the woman into 
the picture. The man could not function without the 
woman, so God made the woman and brought her 
to the man. This completed the balance God 
intended. There is therefore a symbiotic 
relationship in the basic family unit of man and 
woman, in which each is dependent on the other. 
The man and woman provide things for each other 
which neither could provide for themselves acting 
alone. Not only that, but the results of the 
symbiotic relationship are such that neither could 
produce them alone. It is only by this mutual 
interdependence that man, male and female, can 
carry out the command of God to “be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenish the earth,” and through that 
means, to subdue the earth.

 God has thus sanctified the home and family 
unit as the basic one by which man can accomplish 
the purpose for which he was created on earth. 
That is the reason God has placed such importance 
on the home. 

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF HOME AND 
FAMILY

 It is obvious that no detailed account of the 
responsibilities of the home can be given here. 
What we are concerned to do here is to present the 
responsibilities peculiar to the maintenance of the 
family unit. In the family unit there are unique 
responsibilities inherent in the role of each member 
of the family; husbands, wives, and children. No 
greater passage of Scripture on these roles can be 
found than Ephesians 5:22 - 6:4. Every family 
should study this Scripture diligently. 

 What is emphasized here, however, is the 
peculiar responsibility of each member of the 
family unit to remain in and to fulfill the 
responsibilities of that particular role. Again, a 
reference may be made to nature. To confuse the 
roles of members in a symbiotic relationship 
would, in effect, ultimately destroy that species, 
because to function in a role other than that 
assigned to a member of that relationship would 
deprive the other member of that which it needs to 
live. Let us say that the greatest freedom which any 
being has, whether plant, animal, insect, or in the 
realm of rational and intelligent man, is to function 
in that role for which God created it. To do 
otherwise is to upset the very balance of nature. 

 We hear much about the rights of various 
groups in our society today. Some people seem to 
think that women are a downtrodden group 
because God has assigned to them, as to function, a 
subordinate role. That, however, is not the case. 
This really has nothing to do equality. The idea that 
equality means sameness is doing much to destroy 
our society. Thus, it is to be suspected that what 
many women want, as they talk of equal rights, is 
really to be men. But think of where we would be 
if we were all men! 

 Paul dwells on this point in 1 Corinthians 11. 
He says in verse 3, “But I would have you know 
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that the head of every man is Christ; and the head 
of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is 
God.” There are certain roles which by their very 
nature are different. The apostle then goes on to 
develop the idea that men and women are different; 
not unequal but different. That God has created 
woman for a subordinate role does not mean that 
she is not equal to the man. The example to end all 
argument on this point is our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. So far as His functional role in this world 
is concerned, He became subject to His Father. The 
head of Christ is God, said Paul. But at the very 
same time, He holds an equality in the mystery of 
the Godhead. So, with the woman. She is equal to 
the man as to nature. She is subordinate to the man 
as to functional role. So, Paul says, “For the man is 
not of the woman; but the woman of the man. 
Neither was the man created for the woman; but 
the woman for the man” (1 Corinthians 11:8, 9). 

 But on the other hand, this does not mean 
that the man is independent of the woman, or that 
he can function without her. For Paul goes on to 
say, “Nevertheless neither is the man without the 
woman, neither the woman without the man, in the 
Lord. For as the woman is of the man, even so is 
the man also by the woman; but all things of God. 
(I Corinthians 11:11,12). Thus, the man is 
dependent upon the woman. She is essential to his 
being and to his wellbeing; and in that sense, he is 
submissive to her. Man needs woman. He cannot 
fulfill his role in the creation mandate without her. 

 What all of this means is that each has a role 
to fulfill, and God commands that they fulfill that 
role, and not some other. Each is indispensable in 
his or her own peculiar role. What Paul is saying is 
that each should rejoice in what he or she is, and 
not desire to be something else. He goes on to say 
in this chapter that it is a shame for a man to have 

long hair. Why? Because that is the distinctive 
mark of the woman. It is her glory (1 Corinthians 
11:14, 15). A man should not wear long hair (I 
mean by that in such a way as to be mistaken for a 
woman) because it belies a desire to be a woman). 
On the other hand, a woman should not adopt the 
outward appearance of a man (such as wearing 
apparel which would mistake a woman for a man), 
because it belies a desire to be a man. What is 
pleasing to God is that each function in the role for 
which he or she was created.

THE SINS AGAINST THE HOME AND 
FAMILY

 Again, no detailed exposition of all sins 
against the home can be attempted here, but 
mention will be made of those which in a unique 
way are aimed at destroying the home and family 
unit. For the sake of a brief discussion, two areas 
will be mentioned. 

 First, notice those sins which may be 
categorized as basic sexual sins. Let it be stated as 
the categorical rule of Scripture that all sexual 
activity outside the bounds of marriage is 
forbidden. This is stated in two ways in the Ten 
Commandments. “Thou shalt not commit 
adultery,” is one command, and another is, “Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife.” These 
precepts are aimed at upholding the sanctity of the 
family unit. The unique role of man and woman 
are designed by the Architect of the universe to be 
fulfilled and consummated in a monogamous 
marriage relationship. 

 This is seen in the creation ordinance itself. 
This is stated quite clearly in Genesis 2:24. 
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh.” This is no doubt, among other 
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things, a reference to the sexual relationship. The 
man is to become one flesh with his wife, and by 
its very nature no other. The symbiotic relationship 
of the human species is to be worked out in the 
relationship of one man and one woman. 

 Sexual activity is certainly a normal human 
drive. There is certainly nothing wrong with a 
healthy sexual desire. It is one of God's blessings 
to His creatures. But that activity is to be restricted 
to the marriage relationship. All other sexual 
activity is prohibited in the strongest possible 
terms. God has attached such seriousness to these 
sins because they strike at the root of the most 
basic human institution, marriage, and the home. A 
loose attitude toward these matters inevitably leads 
to a breakdown of the family unit. 

 Secondly, let us note the unnatural sexual sin 
of homosexuality. Again, we are being told in our 
society today that this is an acceptable lifestyle if a 
person desires it, and that such people should be 
accepted as they are. That can never be the attitude 
of the Christian because homosexuality is a sin 
which has characterized the darkest periods of 
human history. It is a perversion and totally against 
the order God established in nature for His 
creatures. Here is the way it is described in the 
Bible: 

“Wherefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 
between themselves: Who changed the truth 
of God into a lie, and worshipped the 
creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God 
gave them up unto vile affections: for even 
their women did change the natural use into 
that which is against nature: And likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 

woman, burned in their lust one toward 
another; men with men working that which is 
unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 
recompence of their error which was meet” 
(Romans 1:24-27). 

 There can be no doubt as to how God views 
this kind of activity, and to claim this as an 
acceptable lifestyle is a mark of total unbelief and 
rebellion against God. But why should this not be 
an acceptable alternate lifestyle? Because it is 
totally opposed to the basic mutual relationship 
God has established for man. It is the woman who 
fulfills and completes the man, not another man. 
Thus, it is against nature, as Paul points out in this 
passage. This means that it is against the order of 
creation as to the mutual relationship between man 
and woman. It can never be acceptable in the eyes 
of God. Not only that, but this lifestyle would 
destroy the family unit as we know it, and if it 
became the prevailing practice, it would destroy 
mankind itself. 

 All of this points up the great responsibility 
of Christian people to uphold the standard which 
God Himself has established. We can do this first 
in practice. Christian families must be convinced 
of the sanctity of the home and family unit. They 
must be committed to its preservation, not 
abstractly, but in their own marriage and family. 
What can you do about the moral decay in our 
society? Make your marriage work. Believe that 
God has made sacred that family of yours. In this 
basic sense, our religion must begin at home. We 
indeed live in perilous times. May we, as the 
Lord's people, meet the challenge of these days.
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Spurgeon’s Top 4
New Year’s Resolutions

By:
Brandon Freeman (The Spurgeon Center)

January 1, 2018



 Spurgeon preached at least 14 sermons about 
the New Year in his 38 years at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle. Though many themes arise in his 
comments, belief is as pervasive as any. “Oh, to 
believe from January to December!” 

 Spurgeon prayed and called for belief in 
every New Year's sermon—for Christians and 
non-Christians. He hoped that the New Year would 
bring forth the new mercy of the new birth. 

 “I pray God that a new year may not be 
begun by you in sin, but may God begin with you 
at the fall of the year, and bring you now to know 
his power to save.” 

 “Ere yet the midnight bell proclaims the birth 
of a new year, may you be born to God: at any rate 
once more shall the truth by which men are 
regenerated be lovingly brought under your 
attention.” 

 “If this New Year shall be full of unbelief, it 
will be sure to be dark and dreary. If it be baptized 
into faith, it will be saturated with benediction. If 
we will believe our God as he deserves to be 
believed, our way will run along the still waters, 
and our rest will be in green pastures. Trusting in 
the Lord, we shall be prepared for trials, and shall 
even welcome them as black ships laden with 
bright treasures.” 

Spurgeon’s New Year’s Resolutions

 On the last evening of 1891 and first morning 
of 1892, Spurgeon gave two brief addresses. He 
hadn’t preached at the Metropolitan Tabernacle in 
several months because of sick- ness. He was a 
month away from death. In reflecting on 1891, he 
spoke about the God-intended lessons of the year, 
such as the “instability of earthly joys.” As friends 
came together again in the morning, he gazed upon 

the new year journey of 1892. Spurgeon's New 
Year's resolutions involved seeing more than being. 

 “Let me tell you, in a few words, what I see 
as I look into the new year.” 

 So what did Spurgeon resolve himself to see? 
Here are the preacher's top four resolutions: 

1. God’s Sovereignty

 “I see a highway cast up by the 
foreknowledge and predestination of God. Nothing 
of the future is left to chance; nay, not the falling of 
a sparrow, nor the losing of a hair is left to 
haphazard; but all the events of life are arranged 
and appointed. Not only is every turn in the road 
marked in the divine map, but every stone on the 
road, and every drop of morning dew or evening 
mist that falls upon the grass which grows at the 
roadside. We are not to cross a trackless desert; the 
Lord has ordained our path in his infallible wisdom 
and infinite love.” 

2. God’s Guidance

 “I see, next, a Guide provided, as our 
companion along the way. To him we gladly say, 
‘Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel.’ He is 
waiting to go with us through every portion of the 
road. ‘The Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; 
he will be with thee, he will not fail thee.’ We are 
not left to pass through life as though it were a lone 
wilderness, a place of dragons and owls; for Jesus 
says, ‘I will not leave you comfortless: I will come 
to you.’” 

3. God’s Strength

 “Beside the way and the Guide, I perceive 
very clearly, by the eye of faith, strength for the 
journey provided. Throughout the whole distance 
of the year, we shall find halting-places, where we 
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may rest and take refreshment, and then go on our 
way singing, ’He restoreth my soul.’ We shall have 
strength enough, but none to spare; and that 
strength will come when it is needed, and not 
before...God all-sufficient will not fail those who 
trust him. When we come to the place for 
shouldering the burden, we shall reach the place 
for receiving the strength. If it pleases the Lord to 
multiply our troubles from one to ten, he will 
increase our strength in the same proportion....Our 
lamps shall be trimmed as long as they shall need 
to burn. Let not our present weakness tempt us to 
limit the Holy One of Israel. “ 

 “There is a hospice on every pass over the 
Alps of life, and a bridge across every river of trial 
which crosses our way to the Celestial City. Holy 
angels are as numerous to guard us as fallen ones 
to tempt us. We shall never have a need for which 
our gracious Father has furnished no supply.”

4. God Glorified

 “One thing more, and this is brightness itself: 
this year we trust we shall see God glorified by us 
and in us. If we realize our chief end, we reach our 
highest enjoyment. It is the delight of the renewed 
heart to think that God can get glory out of such 
poor creatures as we are....We hope that God has 
been in some measure glorified in some of us 
during the past year, but we trust he will be 
glorified by us far more in the year which now 
begins....We wish our whole life to be a sacrifice; 
an altar of incense continually smoking with sweet 
perfume unto the Most High. Oh, to be borne 
through the year on the wings of praise to God.”

Only God Knows The Future

 On the morning of January 1, 1892, Spurgeon 
confessed, “We know nothing of the events which 
lie before us: of life or death to ourselves or to our 

friends, or of changes of position, or of sickness or 
health.” 

 Though Spurgeon didn't see much of 1892, 
he put his trust in the fact that God knows the 
future. This truth blessed him and made him 
dependent on God in all things. 

 Whatever is before us in 2018, let's rest in 
God’s sovereignty, lean fully on God’s guidance, 
rely on God’s strength, and live for God’s glory. As 
Spurgeon said: 

 “Throughout this year may the Lord be with 
you! Amen.” 

     Brandon Freeman 
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CHURCH NEWS



Providence Church
Tallassee, AL

Brother Gary McCullough was ordained to the office of Deacon by the Providence Church on 
Friday, December 9, 2022. After a prayer offered by Elder Darren Carter, Elder Mike 
McGrady was elected by the Presbytery to be the Moderator for the Ordination service. Elder 
Matthew Johnson was elected to serve as the clerk. Elder Marvin Paulk was elected to 
question both the church and also Brother McCullough. Elder Don Gilbert gave the ordination 
prayer and Elder Steve Flowers preached the charge to both the church and also to Brother 
McCullough. 
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GENERAL NEWS



New Licentiate Available For Supply

Culloden Primitive Baptist Church has unanimously liberated Brother Jacob Yawn to speak at our Sister Churches as a 
Lay Speaker. Jacob is 22 and finishing his degree in math at Middle GA. We praise the Lord for Jacob’s commitment to 

speaking in some of our churches. Brother Matt (Elder Matt Yawn)

Jacob Yawn 
104 Clover Hill Drive 
Kathleen, GA 31047 
Phone: 478-508-2306 

Email: jacobyawn53@gmail.com

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address Change:

Please send all Correspondence for  
Mt. Olive Church in Aline, GA to: 

Elder Wayne Fennell 
P.O Box 932 

Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
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103rd Southern States Bible Conference

Epworth By The Sea • St. Simons Island, Georgia July 10-13, 2023 
Theme: Staying On Course In A Conflicting Culture: What Does The Bible Say---? 

The time for our 103rd Southern States Bible Conference will soon be upon us. After missing two years because 
of COVID issues, it was a wonderful to reconvene in 2022. Our numbers were understandably lower with 

continued COVID concerns, but with the blessing of the Holy Spirit we had a simply wonderful conference. 
2023 will be the year we get the numbers back where they should be! 

We are looking forward to again gathering at Epworth to renew friendships and enjoy a great time of worship, 
fellowship, and singing songs of praise to our Lord. Begin making your plans now to attend this year’s 
conference. Information and registration forms should be posted soon under ‘events’ on the website: 

www.progressivepb.org and sent out on PBNews. 

For additional information contact:
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Darryl Harris, Chairman 
109 Manor Ridge Drive 
Woodstock, GA 30188 

(770) 639-2948 (C)
darlynhar@aol.com

Kasey Hagan, Treasurer 
13999 GA Hwy 119 
Brooklet, GA 30415 
(912) 618-0083 (C) 

kaseyh27@gmail.com
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Obituaries

FRANKLIN, Jan – 
January 26, 1953 to November 25, 2022. 

Culloden Primitive Baptist Church, Culloden, Georgia. 

SIMMS, Katharine –
September 5, 1925 to November 11, 2022 

Ramah Primitive Baptist Church, Barnesville, Georgia. 

SMITH, James “Foy” – 
September 1, 1947 to December 1, 2022. 

Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia. 

WILLIFORD, Lora Collins – 
April 24, 1938 to November 14, 2022. 

Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church, Aline, Georgia.’’ 

WYNN Sr, Dr. Edwin Lamar – 
May 15, 1928 to December 1, 2022. 

Brooklet Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia. 

Matthew 11:28– 30 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy lad- en, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 

unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the 
Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


