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SOVEREIGNTY
IN

SUFFERING

By:
Jordan Walker
Member of Statesboro PBC

Statesboro, GA




And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was
blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him,
saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents,
that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works

of God should be made manifest in him.
(John 9:1-3)

"Why?" It's a question that inevitably arises
anytime we grapple with the reality of human
suffering. Whether we are struggling mightily with
our own afflictions and problems or we are
heartbroken over the painful trials that we watch
others going through, we all eventually consider the

question of "Why?"

One manifestation of this question comes in
the all-too- familiar form: "What did I/they ever do
to deserve this?" Why am I going through a messy
divorce? Why did my loved one die long before I was
ready to let them go? Why is that young man
confined to a wheelchair because of the Cerebral
Palsy that was the result of losing oxygen for just a
few moments during the birthing process? Why is
that woman blind or deaf or both? Why did that
soldier have to be so horribly maimed while
defending our country? Why? Why! Why?!

We, as Christians, claim to believe that God is
omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient - in short,
He is sovereign. Absolute sovereignty, the kind that
we attribute to the Almighty God, means that God is
in control of everything. That's everything, as in
EVERY thing. That means that a hair doesn't fall out
of your head without the Sovereign one allowing it

to happen. It means that no one suffers apart from

God's ultimate say-so. Remember Job? His was the
quintessential account of human suffering; a man
who lost literally everything in one fell swoop. We
like to blame Satan for Job's children all perishing,
his livestock all being stolen and slaughtered, and
the physical suffering that the man himself endured;
but the Bible tells us in no uncertain terms that
Satan was allowed to bring such calamity upon Job
by God himself. If it was true that Job's suffering was
100% sanctioned by God, is it not equally true for
any suffering we now experience or witness? If we
follow God's complete sovereignty over all things to
its logical end, can we come to any conclusion other
than the simple one that God is in control of all

afflictions?

Many are tempted to believe in the "karma"
theory. Pagans may explain this as everything in the
Universe equaling out in the end - the whole "what
goes around comes around" idea. But even
God-fearers may fall into a similar line of
anthropocentric thinking. Jesus' own disciples
reasoned that for this man in John 9 to have been
born blind, either he himself or his parents must
have committed some sin to deserve such a terrible
lot. That's essentially the theist's idea of karma - that
sins will result in predictably severe calamities upon
either the offending party or their offspring. And
quite frankly, the idea is not entirely wrong. We see
time and time again, punitive action being brought
down upon the Israelites in the Old Testament
because of their sins and transgressions against God.
Certainly, there is a very Biblical element of "reaping
what you sow" in the lives of mankind. God's people
especially will suffer chastisement and discipline in

various forms when they stray from the way they



ought to be behaving (Hebrews 12:6). So the idea
that sin begets suffering is not incorrect, rather it is
the disciple's application that errs. They asked Jesus
when they saw the blind man, "Teacher, why is it
that this man has suffered so, such that he has been
blind from birth and his entire life is relegated to
begging in the streets? Is it because of his sins or the
sins of his parents?" And so the Teacher teaches...

"It was not that this man sinned, or his parents..."
says Jesus. Now that is an interesting statement.
The thought here is not that this man and his
parents were perfect, as surely they were sinners just
like all of the seed of Adam. The man's parents were
certainly sinners, and the man born blind was also
definitely conceived in sin and born into depravity
himself (Psalm 51:5); but, says Jesus, the man's
affliction is not primarily a result of anything they
have done. You see, this great disability of blindness
and all the suffering brought upon not only the blind
man himself, but the whole family, was not
retribution for sin. This was not "karma", nor was it
divine punishment. Rather, Jesus says that the man
was born blind in order that "the works of God might
be displayed in him."

Notice the striking contrast between the
disciples' assumption that the blindness was due to
the actions of man (man-centered), and the truth
which Jesus asserts that the blindness was allowed
by God for His own ultimate purpose
(God-centered). Keep in mind we are not just
talking about a momentary difficulty that God
allowed so that He could fix it quickly without much
pain or trouble. No, this man was born blind and
lived years all the way into his adult life with this
incredible disability by the world's standards. His

life, and the life of his family, had been massively
difficult and painful up until the point that Jesus
Christ anointed his eyes with mud and instructed
him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. This man
and his family had suffered for years! And for what?
All so that the healing power of the Christ and the
works of God might be displayed in him on this
fateful day? Really? Yes.

What are we to do with that? How can we deal
with that Biblical truth? Many professing Christians
today don't buy it. They cannot imagine a God who
would allow such human suffering all for His
ultimate glory and the eventual ultimate good of the
man. For many, that whole scenario compromises
their unbiblical idea of who and what God really is.
So they ignore it. They don't deal with it, nor do
they accept it as God's truth. But for those of us who
believe in the Scriptures and cherish every single
saying contained within (even the "hard sayings"),
we must ask what this teaches us about our Lord? I
would contend that it reveals the very core of God's
goodness and graciousness. While some may view
this whole idea of God's sovereignty in man's
suffering as inhumane and harsh, I believe it is His
tenderness and mercy expressed in a way that is just
hard for us to initially recognize. Because, ultimately
what happens? Yes, the man is granted physical
eyesight for the first time in his life through a
miraculous healing. But that is not all - look what

happens toward the end of the chapter:

“Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and
when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost
thou believe on the Son of God? He answered

and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe



on him? And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast
both seen him, and it is he that talketh with
thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he
worshipped him. (John 9:35-38)

Through all the suffering of a life of blindness,
this man's soul was redeemed. Through the
childhood of darkness, the trials for his entire
family, and even the adult life on the streets begging
for each and every morsel of food that he partook of,
God was there and God's plan for his life was
unfolding. He was born that way so that the
miraculous work of restoring physical sight might be
accomplished; but more than that, he was born that
way so that he would come to know, and see, and
believe in the Son of God so that he might see God's
great salvation. You see, God did allow incredible
suffering. But He did so for the ultimate good of His
chosen child and for His own glory. “And we know
that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his

purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Our sufferings and tribulations are all a part of
God's plan. He not only allows them, but he uses
them to reveal His glorious works in and through
them! God is sovereign over and in all human
suffering. That's what the Book says... Do you

believe it?

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,
Spread His praise from shore to shore!
How He loveth, every loveth,
Changeth never, nevermore;

How He watches o'er His loved ones,
Died to call them all His own;
How for them He intercedeth,

Watcheth o'er them from the throne

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,
Love of every love the best;
'Tis an ocean vast of blessing,
'Tis a haven sweet of rest,
O the deep, deep love of Jesus,
'Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me;
And it lifts me up to glory,

For it lifts me up to Thee.

- Aurelius Prudentius -



TRIED BY FIRE

By: A.W. Pink
The following article is taken from the Free Grace
Broadcaster, issue #147. The issue is titled, "Comfort
For The Afflicted." The Free Grace Broadcaster is

published by Chapel Library in Pensacola, Florida.




"But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath
tried me I shall come forth as gold."

Job 23:10

Job here corrects himself. In the beginning of
the chapter we find him saying: "Even today is my
complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my
groaning" (vv. 1,2). Poor Job felt that his lot was
unbearable. But he recovers himself. He checks his
hasty outburst and revises his impetuous decision.
How often we all have to correct ourselves! Only
One has ever walked this earth who never had

occasion to do so.

Job here comforts himself. He could not
fathom the mysteries of Providence but God knew
the way he took. Job had diligently sought the
calming presence of God, but, for a time, in vain.
"Behold I go forward, but he is not there; and
backward, but I cannot perceive him. On the left
hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him"
(vv. 8,9). But he consoled himself with this blessed
fact-though I cannot see God, what is a thousand

times better, He can see me- "He knoweth." One

above is neither unmindful nor indifferent to our lot.

If He notices the fall of a sparrow, if He counts the
hairs of our heads, of course "He knows" the way

that I take.

Job here enunciates a noble view of life. How
splendidly optimistic he was! He did not allow his
afflictions to turn him into a skeptic. He did not
permit the sore trials and troubles through which he

was passing to overwhelm him. He looked at

the bright side of the dark cloud-God's side, hidden
from sense and reason. He took a long view of life.
He looked beyond the immediate "fiery trials" and
said that the outcome would be gold refined. "But he
knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me I
shall come forth as gold." Three great truths are
expressed here: let us briefly consider each

separately.

(1) Divine Knowledge of My Life.
"He knoweth the way that I take."

The omniscience of God is one of the
wondrous attributes of Deity. "For his eyes are upon
the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings" (Job
34:21). "The eyes of the Lord are in every place,
beholding the evil and the good" (Prov 15:3).
Spurgeon said, "One of the greatest tests of experimental
religion is, What is my relationship to God's omniscience?"
What is your relationship to it, dear reader? How
does it affect you? Does it distress or comfort you?
Do you shrink from the thought of God knowing all
about your way? perhaps, a lying, selfish,
hypocritical way! To the sinner this is a terrible
thought. He denies it, or if not, he seeks to forget it.
But to the Christian, here is real comfort. How
cheering to remember that my Father knows all
about my trials, my difficulties, my sorrows, my
efforts to glorify Him. Precious truth for those in
Christ, harrowing thought for all out of Christ, that
the way I am taking is fully known to and observed
by God. "He knoweth the way that I take." Men did
not know the way that Job took. He was grievously
misunderstood, and for one with a sensitive
temperament to be misunderstood, is a sore trial.

His very friends thought he was a hypocrite. They



believed he was a great sinner and being punished
by God. Job knew that he was an unworthy saint,
but not a hypocrite. He appealed against their
censorious verdict. "He knoweth the way that I take:
when he hath tried me I shall come forth as gold."
Here is instruction for us when like circumstanced.
Fellow-believer, your fellow-men, yes, and your
fellow- Christians, may misunderstand you, and
misinterpret God's dealing with you: but console
yourself with the blessed fact that the omniscient

One knoweth.

"He knoweth the way that I take." In the fullest
sense of the word Job himself did not know the way
that he took, nor do any of us. Life is profoundly
mysterious, and the passing of the years offers no
solution. Nor does philosophizing help us. Human
volition is a strange enigma. Consciousness bears
witness that we are more than automatons. The
power of choice is exercised by us in every move we
make. And yet it is plain that our freedom is not
absolute. There are forces brought to bear upon us,
both good and evil, which are beyond our power to
resist. Both heredity and environment exercise
powerful influences upon us. Our surroundings and
circumstances are factors which cannot be ignored.
And what of providence which "shapes our
destinies"? Ah, how little do we know the way which
we "take." Said the prophet, "O Lord I know that the
way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps," (Jer 10:23). Here we
enter the realm of mystery, and it is idle to deny it.
Better far to acknowledge with the wise man, "Man's
goings are of the Lord; how can a man then

understand his own way?" (Prov 20:24).

In the narrower sense of the term Job did
know the way which he took. What that "way" was
he tells us in the next two verses. "My foot hath held
his steps, his way have I kept, and not declined.
Neither have I gone back from the commandment of
his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more
than my necessary food" (Job 23:11,12). The way Job
chose was the best way, the scriptural way, God's
way- "His way." What do you think of that way, dear
reader? Was it not a grand selection? Ah, not only

"patient," but wise Job!

Have you made a similar choice? Can you say,
"My foot hath held his steps, his way have I kept, and
not declined"? (v. 11). If you can, praise Him for His
enabling grace. If you cannot, confess with shame
your failure to appropriate His all-sufficient grace.
Get down on your knees at once, and unbosom
yourself to God. Hide and keep back nothing.
Remember it is written "if we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). Does not v.
12 explain your failure, my failure, dear reader? Is it
not because we have not trembled before God's
commandments, and because we have so lightly
esteemed His Word, that we have "declined" from
His way! Then let us, even now, and daily, seek grace
from on high to heed His commandments and hide

His Word in our hearts.

"He knoweth that way that I take." Which way
are you taking? - the Narrow Way which leadeth
unto life, or the Broad Road that leadeth to
destruction? Make certain on this point, dear friend.
Scripture declares, "So every one of us shall give
account of himself to God" (Rom 14:12). But you



need not be deceived or uncertain. The Lord
declared, "I am The Way" (John 14:6).

(2) Divine Testing.
"When he hath tried me."

"The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for
gold: but the Lord trieth the hearts" (Prov 17:3). This
was God's way with Israel of old, and it is His way
with Christians now. Just before Israel entered
Canaan, as Moses reviewed their history since
leaving Egypt, he said, "And thou shalt remember all
the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty
years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove
thee, and to know what was in thine heart, whether
thou wouldst keep his commandments, or no" (Deut
8:2). In the same way God tries, tests, proves,
humbles us. "When he hath tried me." If we realized
this more, we should bear up better in the hour of
affliction and be more patient under suffering. The
daily irritations of life, the things which annoy so
much— what is their meaning? why are they
permitted? Here is the answer: God is "trying" you!
That is the explanation (in part, at least) of that
disappointment, that crushing of your earthly hopes,
that great loss, - God was, is, testing you. God is
trying your temper, your courage, your faith, your

patience, your love, your fidelity.

"When he hath tried me." How frequently God's
saints see only Satan as the cause of their troubles.
They regard the great enemy as responsible for
much of their sufferings. But there is no comfort for
the heart in this. We do not deny that the Devil does
bring about much that harasses us. But above Satan
is the Lord Almighty! The Devil cannot touch a hair

of our heads without God's permission, and when he

is allowed to disturb and distract us, even then it is
only God using him to "try" us. Let us learn then, to
look beyond all secondary causes and instruments to
that One who worketh all things after the counsel of
His own will (Eph 1:11). This is what Job did.

In the opening chapter of the book which
bears his name we find Satan obtaining permission
to afflict God's servant. He used the Sabeans to
destroy Job's herds (v. 15): he sent the Chaldeans to
slay his servants (v. 17): he caused a great wind to
kill his children (v. 19). And what was Job's
response? This: he exclaimed "The Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the
Lord" (1:21). Job looked beyond the human agents,
beyond Satan who employed them, to the Lord who
controlleth all. He realized that it was the Lord
trying him. We get the same thing in the New
Testament. To the suffering saints at Smyrna John
wrote, "Fear none of those things which thou shalt
suffer; behold, the devil shall cast some of you into
prison, that ye may be tried" (Rev 2:10). Their being

cast into prison was simply God "trying" them.

How much we lose by forgetting this! What a
stay for the trouble-tossed heart to know that no
matter what form the testing may take, no matter
what the agent which annoys, it is God who is
"trying" His children. What a perfect example the
Saviour sets us. When He was approached in the
garden and Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear
of Malchus, the Saviour said, "The cup which My
Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?" (John
18:11). Men were about to vent their awful rage
upon Him, the Serpent would bruise His heel, but

He looks above and beyond them. Dear reader, no



matter how bitter its contents, (infinitely less than
that which the Saviour drained) let us accept the cup

as from the Father's hand.

In some moods we are apt to question the
wisdom and right of God to try us. So often we
murmur at His dispensations. Why should God lay
such an intolerable burden upon me? Why should
others be spared their loved ones, and mine taken?
Why should health and strength, perhaps the gift of
sight, be denied me? The first answer to all such
questions is, "O man, who art thou that repliest
against God?"! It is wicked insubordination for any
creature to call into question the dealings of the
great Creator. "Shall the thing formed say to him that
formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus?" (Rom
9:20). How earnestly each of us need to cry unto
God, that His grace may silence our rebellious lips
and still the tempest within our desperately wicked

hearts!

Again, in 1 Peter 4:12,13 we are told: "Beloved,
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened
unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings: that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy." The
same thoughts are expressed here as in the previous

passage.

There is a needs-be for our "trials" and
therefore we are to think them not strange— we
should expect them. And, too, there is again the
blessed outlook of being richly recompensed at
Christ's return. Then there is the added word that
not only should we meet these trials with faith's

fortitude, but we should rejoice in them, inasmuch

as we are permitted to have fellowship in "the
sufferings of Christ." He, too, suffered: sufficient

then, for the disciple to be as his Master.

"When he hath tried me." Dear Christian reader,
there are no exceptions. God had only one Son
without sin, but never one without sorrow. Sooner
or later, in one form or another, trial-sore and
heavy-will be our lot. "And sent Timotheus our
brother— to establish you, and to comfort you
concerning your faith. That no man should be moved
by these afflictions; for yourselves know that we are
appointed thereunto" (1 Thess 3:2,3). And again it is
written, "We must through much tribulation enter
into the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). It has been so
in every age. Abram was "tried," tried severely. So,
too, were Joseph, Jacob, Moses, David, Daniel, the

Apostles, etc.

(3) The Ultimate Issue.
"I shall come forth as gold."

Observe the tense here. Job did not imagine
that he was pure gold already. "I shall come forth as
gold," he declared. He knew full well that there was
yet much dross in him. He did not boast that he was
already perfect. Far from it. In the final chapter of
his book we find him saying, "I abhor myself" (42:6).
And well he might: and well may we. As we discover
that in our flesh there dwelleth "no good thing," as
we examine ourselves and our ways in the light of
God's Word and behold our innumerable failures, as
we think of our countless sins, both of omission and
commission, good reason have we for abhorring
ourselves. Ah, Christian reader, there is much dross

about us. But it will not ever be thus.



"I shall come forth as gold." Job did not say,
"When he hath tried me I may come forth as gold,"
or "I hope to come forth as gold," but with full
confidence and positive assurance he declared, "I
shall come forth as gold." But how did he know this?
How can we be sure of the happy issue? Because the
Divine purpose cannot fail. He which hath begun a
good work in us "will finish it" (Phil 1:6). How can
we be sure of the happy issue? Because the Divine
promise is sure: "The Lord will perfect that which
concerneth me" (Psa 138:8). Then be of good cheer,
tried and troubled one. The process may be
unpleasant and painful, but the issue is charming

and sure.

"I shall come forth as gold." This was said by
one who knew affliction and sorrow as few among
the sons of men have known them. Yet despite his
fiery trials he was optimistic. Let then this
triumphant language be ours. "I shall come forth as
gold" is not the language of carnal boasting, but the
confidence of one whose mind was stayed upon God.
There will be no credit to our account— the glory

will all belong to the Divine Refiner. James 1:12.

For the present there remain two things: first,
Love is the Divine thermometer while we are in the
crucible of testing "And he shall sit (the patience of
Divine grace) as a Refiner and Purifier of silver," etc.
(Mal 3:3). Second, the Lord Himself is with us in the
fiery furnace, as He was with the three young
Hebrews (Dan 3:25). For the future this is sure: the
most wonderful thing in heaven will not be the
golden street or the golden harps, but golden souls
on which is stamped the image of God;

"predestinated to be conformed to the image of his

Son"! Praise God for such a glorious prospect, such a

victorious issue, such a marvelous goal.
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Lighthouse Foundation Meeting

The Lighthouse Annual Meeting will be at the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church in Statesboro, Ga.
On Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 10:00 a.m..

Elder Randy Waters will be our Keynote Speaker.

All participating churches are invited to send a representative. Contributing individuals and others
interested in this ministry are also invited. See info. on WebSite www.lighthousebiblestudy.org and
listen to latest programs on The Lighthouse Radio Bible Study.

If you plan to attend, please E-mail Brother Ed Boulineau with LHAM?2018 in the Subject Line:

His E-Mail address is: EACBou@gmail.com or by Mail:

100 Circle Drive Statesboro, Ga. 30461
or by phone at 912-764-3744 by Saturday, Jan. 13, 2018.

This for the purpose of planning the noon meal after the meeting.
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The E-Banner

Our regular subscribers are able to access the E-Banner at no cost.

If your are a paid subscriber, send your email address to thebannerherald1918 @outlook.com.
Instructions will be emailed to you to access the full website.
There is a minimal fee for non-subscribers.
All of this information is available on the website at

www.banner-herald.org

As we come to a new year, we are most grateful for the support during 2017.

Please uphold us in your prayers in this new year as we seek to publish a periodical
that would glorify God and edify those who read it.
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Primitive Baptist Ministers’ School

[2nd Session]

January 15-17

Middleground Primitive Baptist Church

Statesboro, GA

Subject:
Joseph, A Son of Israel
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2018 Preacher's Wives and Licentiate's Wives Meeting

Hello, ladies!! March is just around the corner and it will be time for our
Preachers' Wives and Licentiate's wives meeting.

Mark your calendars and set aside March 13th, 14th and 15th so you can attend!!
We always have a wonderful time and always come away feeling blessed and recharged!

If you have never joined us, you have been missing out!!
We meet, as usual, at Camp Hillview arriving on
Tuesday afternoon and adjourning at noon on Thursday.
Sure do hope to see you all there.

Look out for more information as the date gets nearer.
In Christ,

Sister Linda Fussell
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Progressive Primitive Baptist Library and Archives

Come by and browse our collection of church histories, historical articles & books,
association minutes, and many other unique documents.

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator
8 South Zetterower Ave.
Statesboro, GA 30458

(912) 489- 5762
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The first two weeks of November a team of
three pastors, four medical personnel, one team
assistant and two youth workers traveled to

Ivano-Fransysk, Ukraine.

During the a seven-day period, the medical
team was able to give medical aid to over 1,000
patients. The clinic were sponsored by Light of
Resurrection Mission in Ukraine and DMI team
from the U.S. The team worked with three
Ukrainian National doctors and an EMT who

managed the pharmacy for all the team.

Thanks to Tanya Lishchynska for her role in
helping organize the clinics and running the
pharmacy for the team. Tanya is the wife of Pastor
Ihor. What a wonderful man of God he is, and they
both make a great team as they serve the Lord

together.

The three pastors on the team were Craig
Deloach, Thomas Waters and myself. We led in a
seminar for pastors and church lead- ers who are
involved in various ministries throughout Ukraine.
These church leaders are so involved in ministry
they become "weary" and discouraged at times.
There are so many frustrations they face that most

of us [here in the States] never experience.

Our purpose was to give some encouragement
to them from the Scriptures and our own personal
experiences. God blessed each of us to speak and
gave us the needed messages. The response to the
six sessions was tremendous. God is good and gives

His people what they need, when they need it!

On the return to Kiev, we stopped and visited
Andrey Malov and wife Tanya. Andrey is part of the
staff of Light of Resurrection Mission and is involved
with the on-going ministry in the "Gray Zone." This
is the area on the Ukraine side of the war going on
in the eastern part of the Ukraine. These towns that
border the occupied area are still under artillery

attack weekly.

People have fled these areas if possible but
many who are elderly still remain. Supplies are often
short. All the main businesses have shut down, and,
if possible, moved away. Thank the Lord for the
pastors, many of them young, who are staying with
their congregations and encouraging them and
preaching the gospel to them. DMI has been able,
through the support given, to help some of these
pastors financially. Please continue to pray for

Andrey and all who work in the "gray zone."

We then visited with Pastor Maixm. This
brother is such a blessing to so many people. He
pastored a church in Kiev and began a ministry for
alcoholics and drug addicts. He now has six rehab
centers, three for men and three for women. The
addicts enter the facility and for several weeks much
of their time is spent in reading and studying
Scriptures. Max believes that the solution to their
problems is to be found in the Lord. Those who
finish the first few weeks may then continue on by
becoming actively involved in a local church,
worshipping with believers. About 20% of men and

women go on to become active in ministry.

At this time, there is a need for another church
for residents to gather for worship. Land as been

purchased and the Lord willing, they hope to begin



construction on the building next spring. Max is a
firm believer and teacher of the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith. This is the confession the
majority of sovereign grace Baptists held to in
America until the mid- 1800’s. It is refreshing to see
these brothers who hold to the same confession we
do.

Looking Ahead

Haiti

This coming February DMI is hosting a pastor
conference in Haiti. Pastor Enock is organizing a
conference in which he figures about 50 pastors will
be present from all around Haiti. Our subject for the
three days of teaching will be “The Doctrines of
Grace”. Some of the pastors already believe in these
doctrines, but many do not. Be in prayer for us as we
make plans for this meeting. Pastors Walt DeLoach,
Sam Bennett, David Summerford and I will be
leading the sessions. Please be in prayer for us as we
prepare our messages and for those attending to

have ears open to receive the messages.

The support many of you provided last year for
the orphanage and school were a great blessing to
the children. We still have funds for food for the
children to carry us through February or March.

Again God is so good and multiplies abundantly.

Philippines

During the past year I have been in
contact with three pastors from Philippines. They
are pastors of Primitive Baptist Churches established
by some of our Old Line brothers. They have a

desire to be in fellowship with us. They learned of

our ministry in Ukraine and Haiti through our web
page and made contact with us. They have had
several very interesting questions about our
practices. DMI is still in the process of working out
how we can best have a working fellowship and
ministry with these churches. Perhaps in the future
we can make a trip to visit with them and worship
together. Until then we will have to settle for e-mail
communication and study of the scriptures together

through internet calls.

As you know, in 2015 DMI changed our name
to Discipling Ministries International. Since then we
have seen doors open up in new places around the
world. May God use us for His glory and the
building up of His Church and Kingdom around the

world is our prayer.

Looking Ahead to 2018

Now, as we approach the new year we give
thanks to God for His provision of every need faced
by the Lord’s people in Ukraine. I stand amazed
constantly at how God provides, and often, provision
is made before any particular need is known. This
was the case with beginning the building of the new

church. Our projects for 2018 are the following:

Sasha Malov- director $27,000

(April- December) Sasha organizes and oversees

ministries throughout Ukraine and travels

constantly.

Pastor Visily Durkock $6,000

Vaciliy has MS and is a wonderful retired pastor. We

have known him since our first visit in 1993.



Church ConstructionVypovzky $10,000

This should complete the construction.

Maxim Rehab Min. $4,500 (April-Dec.)

Girls’ Shelter $12,000

Maxim Church Construction

Any amount we can raise
As needed funds to cover unexpected needs
TOTAL: $59,500

Your prayers and financial assistance have been
greatly blessed through the years. Continue to pray
for the ministry in Ukraine, and if God places it on
your heart to help support any of these projects, I

know you will be greatly blessed.
In the Master’s Service,

Pastor Pat McCoy
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Metter Church
Metter, GA

Greetings to all from the Metter Church. Youth
Sunday was held in September with youth leading
worship service and special recognition of
'Grandparents' Day'. Our church participated in a
911 Service at Guido's honoring all First
Responders. We also had a dinner for the Metter
Tiger Football Team. Enjoyed hosting the October
worship service at Bethany Home. We had a
wonderful Fall Revival Meeting with Brother W. H.
Durrence as our guest minister. He was blessed to
share with us "Pictures of Christ", as our Substitute,
our Passover, and our Bread. What a great blessing
we all received. It was a great week of worship. All
enjoyed a Low Country Boil at Ladies Night held at
Woods' Cookhouse sponsored by our Brotherhood.
November was a busy month as we prepared 200
shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box
Ministry. We also delivered Thanksgiving food boxes
to needy families. Ladies Circles prepared and
delivered baskets for our shut-ins. Marian Agan
Circle sponsored a Special Service honoring our
Veterans. Special guest attended as well as our own
Lanier Ward as speaker. Veterans were presented
with a patriotic blanket, certificate, and an American
Flag. This was a wonderful service expressing
appreciation for those who served our Country. We
rejoice with the addition of three new members:
Carlie Patterson, Lexi Hadden, and Luke Hadden.
We are saddened with the loss of one member, Sister
Debbie Hallford. Our sympathy is extended to her
family.

Linda Wallace, Reporter

Lake Chapel Church
Patterson, GA

Greetings to our Sister churches: Several members
attended the 5th Sunday Unity Service hosted by
Salem Church on October 29. Elder Jason Deal, of
Comfort Chapel, brought the message:"Grace from
the King". A time of good food and fellowship was
enjoyed afterward in the social hall. We were
saddened on Nov. 25 when the Lord called Sister
Ruby Thornton to her heavenly home. A Homegoing
service was held on November 28 with Elder Jason
Deal, of Comfort Chapel and Rev Derwin Griffin
officiating. December 3rd we celebrated the start of
this special time of the year with our Christmas
program. Afterwards, good food and fellowship were
enjoyed in the annex culminating with our annual
ornament exchange. Wishing everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. If you are in our

area, please come in and visit with us.

Susie Deal, Reporter



Obituaries

BENNETT, Martha -
July 4, 1938 to December 2, 2017.
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia.

DANIEL Jr, George Raymond [Elder] -
September 28, 1921 to December 21, 2017.
Elder Daniel was ordained to the ministry on Novemberl, 1946.

DUBS, Gwendolyn "Gwen" -
February 3, 1933 to July 21, 2017
Brunswick Primitive Baptist Church, Brunswick, Georgia.

KELTNER, William "Bill"-
1922 - 2017
Brunswick Primitive Baptist Church, Brunswick, Georgia.

HARRIS, Lyndon Arthur -
October 5, 1928 to December 20, 2017.
Northside Primitive Baptist Church, Roswell, Georgia. I

[Brother Lyndon was a Deacon and former Treasurer for the
Primitive Baptist Foundation]

HENDRIX, Jean -
July 3, 1928 to December 18, 2017.
Savannah Primitive Baptist Church, Savannah, Georgia.

THORNTON, Ruby Mae-
August 301933 to November 25 2017.
Lake Chapel Primitive Church, Patterson, Georgia.

“And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
from now on!"" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds
follow with them."

4 Revelation 14:13




Statement of Faith

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s faculties;
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and
the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is
by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of
Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and
service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed,
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and
body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to
punishment in hell forever.



