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VOICES
FROM

THE PAST
EDITOR’S NOTE:

 
(THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY ELDER 

R. H. BARWICK AND APPEARED IN THE JANUARY, 
1923, ISSUE OF THE BANNER HERALD. HE WAS THE 

EDITOR OF THE PAPER AT THAT TIME. THIS NEW 
YEAR GREETING ALSO CONTAINED LOVING 

ADMONITIONS WHICH ARE AS MUCH NEEDED TODAY 
AS THEY WERE ALMOST A CENTURY AGO.)



NEW YEAR GREETING 

By Elder R. H. Barwick (1866 – 1945)

! As the old year, with its sorrows and its 

joys, its heartaches and its blessings, passes into 

history, and we step upon the threshold of a new 

and untried year, let us turn our eyes hopefully 

to the future, and with a prayerful heart, trust 

God for everything. Let us keep the joys and the 

useful lessons learned during the past year in our 

treasure box of memory, but let us try to forget 

the bitterness and bury our sorrows. Let us profit 

by our mistakes and gather strength from our  

failures. Let us remember the good in others, and 

forget the evil they have done us. We are to pray: 

“Forgive us our sins, as we forgive them that sin 

against us.”

! As we turn from the graves of thwarted  

purposes and blighted ambitions, cherished 

hopes and earnest endeavors, let them lie buried. 

Let us gather what sweetness we can from the 

chalice of experience, gird up the loins of       

Christian strength and go forth in the name of the 

Master to do greater things for Him and His 

cause in the earth. As we approach the new year 

we find ourselves searching for a motto, or a    

purpose in life, based [on] the promises of God; 

and we offer this one: “But seek ye first he      

Kingdom, of God, and His righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 

6:33). 

! Jesus was here instructing His disciples. He 

had been warning them, in the preceding verses, 

against undue concerns about their temporal    

necessities, to the neglect of their spiritual          

interests. This must be an age old danger for     

believers, for they needed this instruction then, 

and they surely need it now. We love this life and 
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these bodies, and their comforts and necessities 

occupy a large part of our thought and endeavor. 

We must necessarily give these things some 

thought, for we are commanded to labor to    

“provide things honest in the sight of all men.” 

Again we are told that “if any man will not work, 

neither shall he eat.” God's sentence [in] the      

beginning was that “in the sweat of thy face shalt 

thou eat breads till thou return unto the ground.” 

There is no place in society for idleness or          

indolence. Men who try to live off the labors of 

others and are not willing to earn their living are 

unworthy of anything. Honest labor is healthful 

for both soul and body. It is God’s order, and men 

who seek something for nothing do not long     

enjoy life, and are a menace to the society that 

protects them.

! While all this is true there is something 

higher and more important in life than food and 

clothing. These things are necessary, but a right 

attitude toward God, the giver of all our         

blessings, is more necessary than all these. We are 

to worship Him, but we often worship the       

creature more than the Creator – the gift more 

than the Giver.

! Jesus said in His temptation, “'Man shall 

not by live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Again 

He told His disciples that “my meat is to do the 

will of Him that sent me.” Meat and drink and 

clothing are necessary, but many of us have 

grossly erred in trying to secure and enjoy these 

while we disregarded our obligations to God and 

to His Kingdom here on earth; that kingdom in 

which the believer lives, which he enjoys and 

which he is sacredly bound to support and        

defend. We often ignore its interests, treating it 

with indifference, while we give the best there is 

in us to our temporal interests.

! The command of the Master is, to “seek first 

the kingdom,” with the promise that “these    

(temporal) things shall be added unto you.” Do 

we believe Him? Would we dare say we do not? 

And yet much of our life proves that we doubt it. 

It means that we have church obligations, and 

these should be to us the first and most sacred  

obligations in life. Whether it be money, time, or 

affection; that which we owe to the cause of God 

should be first with us, and if we faithfully       

perform these obligations first, trusting Him for 

all things else, we have His promise that all      

necessary temporal things shall be added to us. 

Why can’t we believe Him? Has His word ever 

failed us? Can we think of single time when He 

did not keep His promise? Heaven and earth 

shall pass away, but not one of His words can 

fail. Our first and chief concern then should be to 

serve Him acceptably. This means a             

whole-hearted, free and full surrender of our-

selves to His way, not keeping back part of the 

price but stepping out and saying, “here am I, 

Lord, with all I am and all I have—use me.”

! Could we but act according to His word, 

looking to Him for guidance and blessing, the 

fullness of blessing, liberty and joy of soul we 

would experience would be far beyond our    

highest expectations. His rewards are              

abundant—far above what we can, ask, or think. 

His cause in the earth? If not, why not? It is not 

for lack of opportunity and ability, for He does 

not require impossibilities of us. Could it be a 

lack of confidence in His word? No? Why, then?
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! Let us answer these questions face to face with God. As we go forth to meet the obligations of the 

new year, let us go praying. God has done much for us, and there is much for us to do. We feel           

encouraged, and we are hopefully looking to the future for greater things than we have ever done, or 

seen. The BANNER HERALD has tried to do its part in the service of God's people, and it hopes for 

your continued support and endorsement. We wish you all a happy New Year.

E-Banner

What a difference a hundred years makes! What an opportunity we have now that Brother Barwick 

and his generation did not have; the potential to reach numerous more people with the gospel through 

the internet. With this issue, the Banner Herald will be accessible to those who wish to read it           

electronically. Our regular subscribers will be able to access the E-Banner at no cost. If your are a paid 

subscriber, send your email address to thebannerherald1918@outlook.com. Instructions will be 

emailed to you to access the full website. There is a minimal fee for non-subscribers. All of this           

information is available on the website at www.banner-herald.org.As we come to a new year, we are 

most grateful for the support during 2015. Please uphold us in your prayers in this new year as we 

seek to publish a periodical that would glorify God and edify those who read it. 
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NOT GOOD 
TO BE ALONE

BY:

JORDAN WALKER

MEMBER OF THE

STATESBORO PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 

CHURCH

(Grandson of Elder Emerson Proctor)



And the LORD God said, It is not good that the 

man should be alone; I will make him an help 

meet for him. Genesis 2:18

! The longer we tarry in this life, the more 

aware we become of our great need for help. 

Brash in our youth, we all go through stages of 

self-sufficiency and overconfidence. Inevitably, 

these seasons of life come to an abrupt end when 

we fail and learn that we are not as wise or     

powerful as we once thought. In retrospect, our 

greatest achievements and successes can be       

attributed to much more than our own efforts. 

We look back on our lives and realize that we had 

great helpers along the way – sometimes these 

benefactors were obvious and public and other 

times they were private and completely              

unknown to us. As we mature and get to a point 

in which we understand our own inabilities and 

shortcomings, we have the opportunity to seek 

out and lean on the helpers that God has           

provided for us in His providence. Knowing full 

well that it is not good for man to be alone, I 

want to examine three of our greatest helper     

relationships.

The Spouse

! We must begin with the most basic and     

intimate human relationship on earth – the      

marriage. God saw that man was alone and that 

none of His other creations could fill the needs 

that Adam had. We all know the story from there; 

God caused a great sleep to fall upon the man 

and removed one of his ribs with which He       

created the perfect companion and counterpart 

for him – He created woman. Can you imagine 

Adam’s joy when he first beheld his bride?      

Gazing upon Eve, Adam said, “This at last is 

bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” And 

they were both naked and were not ashamed. 

This was the uncorrupted, perfect union that God 

designed. Man and woman were perfectly      

compatible emotionally, physically, sexually, and 

spiritually. At this point in Genesis chapter 2, it 

was established that man shall leave his father 

and mother, hold fast to his wife, and they should 

become “one flesh” with one another. 

! Among the marriage chaos and corruption 

in our day, it is easy to forget what the original 

and holy purpose of this union was. Looking 

back to our original text, we remember that God 

created woman as a helper for the man. He        

established a symbiotic relationship which would 

be extraordinarily beneficial for both parties as 

they would be designed to meet the needs of 

each other. Man and wife would help each other 

and remedy the problems that being alone        

present. This intimately fulfilling nature of the 

marriage relationship is felt most strongly in the 

absence of one another. In these dark hours, we 

can say with the Lord that truly it is not good that 

man should be alone!

! So what does this mean practically to the 

Christian? As Paul points out in I Corinthians 7, 

men and women can survive and thrive in the 

work of the Lord without giving themselves to 

another in marriage. However, for those who do 

not and cannot remain this way, the marriage 

covenant is a beautiful relational gift from God. 

Understanding the pure design and perfect      

harmony of this matrimonial union will allow the 

married (and soon to be married) Christian to 

more fully appreciate their spouse. We will      
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constantly be reminded of the great help that we 

provide for each other through submissive and 

sacrificial love. In addition, this Godly wisdom 

will stir up our affections for one another, making 

us more devoted helpers and helping us fight the 

constant pull of selfish desire and temptation. 

Grasping the concept of the perfectly                

complimentary “one-flesh” marriage will surely 

bless our families for the rest of our lives on this 

earth!

The Church

! Of course, Genesis 2:18 is primarily leading 

into the creation of woman as the blessed helper 

of man. Nonetheless, the statement that it is not 

good for man to be alone is true across the      

spectrum of human existence. As a Christian, we 

find truly incredible helpers in the other         

members of our local churches. Just as there is to 

be great intimacy in the marriage, so also is there 

to be close intimacy within Christ’s Church. In 

Genesis 2, we saw that man and wife are to       

become one flesh; now look with me at this    

striking parallel in Paul’s explanation of the body 

of Christ: For as we have many members in one 

body, and all members have not the same office: 

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 

every one members one of another (Romans 

12:4-5). 

! Just like a man and a woman, members of 

the Church have a multitude of different         

functions, abilities, talents, roles, and offices. And 

like the married couple, we are all members     

one of another, making up a single body (one 

flesh, if you will) in Christ Jesus. From this        

understanding of the church, I want to endeavor 

to show how we are all to be great helpers, one to 

another.
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! Again, the intimacy of this relationship is 

made evident in the pain that accompanies     

separation. When a Christian is not connected to 

a body of believers, that Christian is undoubtedly 

suffering for it. The trend of “church-less       

Christianity” in today’s culture is by no means 

new, for the author of Hebrews pointed out that 

this tendency to refuse to gather together as the 

church was indeed the manner and habit of some 

in that day as well. This sinful tendency is      

damaging to the church body that is missing one 

of her members, and is even more detrimental to 

the soul of the separated one. One of the primary 

purposes of gathering together in corporate    

worship and fellowship with like-minded          

believers is to support, encourage, exhort and 

help one another as the author of Hebrews points 

out. “And let us consider one another to provoke 

unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 

of some is; but exhorting one another: and so 

much the more, as ye see the day approaching” 

(Hebrews 10:24-25). 

! How great a helper is the church when the 

goal of each of the members is to “stir up one    

another to love and good works… encouraging 

one another”? If we approach our church         

gatherings with this selflessness in mind, oh how 

glorified and exalted God will be! Why would 

anyone not want to enjoy this great help from the 

other church members? And why would anyone 

not want to join the church and be this type of 

helper to all those within? Alone, man will surely 

miss out on all of the guidance, accountability, 

wisdom, love, and help that the church provides. 

All church-going Christians can truly say with 

the Lord that it is not good for man to be alone.

The Holy Spirit

“These things have I spoken unto you, being yet 

present with you. But the Comforter, which is the 

Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 

said unto you” (John 14:25, 26).

! As helpful as our human relationships can 

be, the ultimate support comes from the Spirit of 

God! Even as we strive to be a helper to our 

spouses and a contributing member of our local 

churches, we must lean on God to help us or all 

efforts will be in vain. When Christ walked the 

earth as the Son of Man, He promised his          

disciples that He would send a great Helper and 

Comforter when He ascended to be at the right 

hand of the Father. This Helper was and is the 

Holy Spirit of God. 

! What a privilege it is to live in the age of the 

Holy Spirit. We see throughout the New            

Testament the power that the Spirit brings to 

man. The Spirit teaches us all things, for He is the 

One Who gives ears to hear and eyes to see. The 

Spirit brings the teachings of Jesus to the fore-

front of our minds and empowers us to obey His 

commands. Apart from the Holy Spirit, we are  

indeed helpless and hopeless.

! We have already looked at how a better    

understanding of our spouse and the church    

contribute to our ability to appreciate help and to 

offer it more freely. How then do the Bible’s  

teachings on the Holy Spirit as our great Helper 

affect our daily lives? How can this knowledge 

be applied and utilized? I believe that most       

importantly, the knowledge of the Spirit gives us 
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two things that are necessary for the Christian 

life: humility and assurance.

! The knowledge that it was the regeneration 

and renewal of the Holy Spirit that gave us new 

life must surely humble us. We are shown in 

Scripture time and time again that man is         

desperately wicked and totally depraved, and yet 

God has sent His Spirit upon us as He raises us 

from the dead and frees us from the bondage of 

sin. When we understand that it is not of          

ourselves that we are saved, but that the Holy 

Spirit is the free gift of God Himself, we are left 

with no shred of pride to hold on to. This allows 

us to humbly approach the throne of Grace in 

prayer. It enables us to love any of our neighbors 

as we love ourselves. And it empowers us to 

evangelize and share the gospel with any and  

everyone because we know that the power of the 

Holy Spirit that worked in us can work in anyone 

whom God wills it work.

! Secondly, we will enjoy great hope and     

assurance the more we learn about the Holy 

Spirit, which is said to be the seal of our             

salvation. It is by this very Spirit that we have 

been sealed for the day of Redemption. Salvation 

is eternally effective and permanently applied 

when a man receives the Spirit of God. The Holy 

Spirit is that which serves as the guarantee of our 

inheritance until the day when we will acquire 

possession of it in glory. This blessed assurance of 

the Spirit is what comfortingly frees us from   

loneliness and despair, and sets us free on the 

path to all joy and all peace in Christ that we may 

abound in hope forever.

! In closing, we see through these three        

invaluable relationships that man needs much 

help. We all do. Fortunately, we serve a wise and 

powerful God Who has created a network of help 

for His people. Lean on these helpers, and as you 

grow in faith and strength, become a help to 

those in your path. Men love your wives even as 

Christ loved the Church, giving Himself up for 

her. Women submit to your husbands even as the 

church is subject to Christ. Commit to your 

church and its members that you may serve and 

humbly be served all the days of your life. And 

finally, depend solely on the Holy Spirit to lead, 

guide, and direct you even as He has already 

saved, sealed, and delivered you!
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NEWS FROM THE 
DENOMINATION



Lighthouse Foundation Annual Meeting

! The Lighthouse Annual Meeting will be at the Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church on Saturday, 

January 23, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. Elder Steve Flowers will be our Keynote Speaker. The church address is 

393 Bay Branch Church Rd, Claxton, GA 30417.

! All participating churches are invited to send a representative, contributing individuals and    

others interested in this ministry are also invited. Please E-mail EdCBou@gmail.com , Mail me at 100 

Circle Drive Statesboro, Ga. 30461 or call me at 912-764-3744 by Saturday, Jan. 16, 2016 if you plan to 

attend, in order for us to plan the noon meal after the meeting.

! We are seeking to put the Lighthouse Bible Study Radio Program On some other Station(s)     

preferably FM and with other Christian Programs. If you listen to or know of a Station in your           

listening area and would like for them to be considered, please send the Station Information to 

EdCBou@gmail.com. 

Preacher’s Wives Meeting

Greetings to all Preachers' Wives and Widows and all Licentiates' Wives! The New Year has arrived 

and it is time for us to begin preparing for our meeting March 15-17, 2016. We are looking forward to 

seeing all of you then. I encourage all of you to join us for this wonderful time of fellowship.
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Available For Supply
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Elder John L. Tillman

756 So. 3rd St.

Jesup, GA. 31545

(912)-427-9029

elderjohnl@bellsouth.net

Elder Tommy McGee

259 Marvin Findley Rd.

Collins, GA. 30421

Home: (912)-684-2572

Cell: (912)-282-8075

Lic. Andrew Tucker

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays

andrew_tucker@ymail.com

Cell: (912)-687-1125

Lic. Ben R. Nessmith

333 Jewel Dr.

Statesboro, GA. 30458

(912)-481-0960

brnjr@frontiernet.net

Elder Richard Davis

104 Spring House Drive

Savannah, Ga 31419

Phone: 912-927-1233

Cell: 912-657-1568

Available 1st, 3rd, Sundays

Progressive Primitive Baptist 

Library and Archives 

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator
8 South Zetterower Ave.

Statesboro, GA 30458
(912) 489– 5762
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NEWS FROM 
THE 

CHURCHES



Metter Church

Metter, Ga

[We] hope everyone has had a good year. It       
certainly has flown by very fast. We are all such a 
blessed people! Praise be to God. Our youth 
prayer breakfast continues with good attendance 
each week. Once again this year we held a dinner 
for our first responders in appreciation for what 
they do for our community. We appreciate all 
who visited with us during our Fall Revival. 
Elder Steve Taylor uplifted us with his messages 
during our three night meeting. Our church      
visited Bethany Home in Vidalia. Brother Mike 
had devotion and kids sang songs. Residents    
always enjoy and we receive a blessing.         
Brotherhood hosted low country boil for Ladies 
Night at Woods’ cookhouse. Church prepared 
200 boxes for ‘The Shoebox Ministry’. This is the 
first year we’ve participated and it was a success. 
Also, gave fifty boxes of Thanksgiving dinners to 
needy families in our community. Ladies’ circles 
fixed Thanksgiving Baskets and delivered to our 

shut-ins. Sister Dorothy (Dot) Lanier went home 
to be with her Lord. She was a faithful member 
for many years. We extend our sympathy to her 
family as well as to others in our church family 
who have recently experienced the loss of one of 
their parents. 
------------------------------------------------------------------

Comfort Chapel Church

Waycross, GA

Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in      
Waycross! We have been involved in many events 
and activities since our last report. The Lord 
blessed us during our 15th annual homecoming 
meeting in November. Elder Sam Bennett of the 
Lake Chapel Church near Patterson was our 
guest speaker for the meeting. The Lord certainly 
blessed the preaching and singing and we had 
good attendance over the weekend. We observed 
homecoming on the Sunday of our meeting.    
During the observance we also buried a time   
capsule to be opened, the Lord willing, at our 
20th homecoming in 2020. Our annual Christmas 
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program, “The First Christmas Carol”, was       
presented in December. We enjoyed a time of    
fellowship and refreshments after the service. We 
assisted three families during Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with gift baskets. We are thankful to 
God for His many blessings. If you are ever in 
our area, please come by and worship with us.

------------------------------------------------------------------

Brooklet Church

Brooklet, GA

In September we completed renovations to our 
pastorium, in time to welcome Bro. Steve and Sis. 
Judy. We had a covered dish after the first        
Sunday service. They united with our church that 
same Sunday. Bro Steve has blessed us with his 
preaching. May the Lord continue to bless him 
and our church. Our hearts were saddened with 
the loss of Sister Moena Mullis. She has been a 
faithful member of our church for many years, 
and she will be greatly missed. We also suffered 
the loss of Bro. John Catto, who was a faithful 

friend of the church. His son, daughter-in-law 
and grandson are members of our church. In Oc-
tober, we had a low country boil in the church an-
nex. Bro Joe, Bro R.L. and Bro Jerome did the 
work and we enjoyed the food and fellowship. 
Our church choir worked hard and put in a lot of  
practice time for our Christmas Cantata. Bro 
Steve and several of our young men and others 
joined us this year, which added much to the   
music. We had refreshments after the service. As 
we come to the beginning of a New Year, may we 
seek the Lord and pray for his guidance. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Note To The Churches: Many of our subscribers     

enjoy reading the news from the churches. We            

encourage the sharing of news of interest. Please send 

those news items in by the 10th of each month for    

publication in the upcoming issue. We do ask that you 

limit the news items to 250 words. Send the church 

news by mail to: The Banner Herald, P.O Box 125  

Statesboro, GA 30459 or preferably by email to: 

thebannerherald1918@outlook.com. 
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WHO IS THIS
JESUS?

BY:

ELDER PAT MCCOY

PASTOR OF THE

ATLANTA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 

CHURCH

ATLANTA, GA



! For the past four Sundays most of us have 

been observing the season of Advent, the coming 

of the Lord to this earth. The Son of God became 

flesh and blood to be the redeemer of the children 

of God. The focus for these weeks has been on 

events surrounding the birth of the Savior. It is 

exciting to read and study all that was involved 

in His birth. But the most important thing in all 

of scripture is the fact that Jesus was the Christ, 

the long awaited [for] Messiah, the Savior, Prince 

of Peace- THE SON OF GOD.

! A question that arises for which we should 

all have the answer— Who is this Jesus?

! Do we really understand the awesome 

splendor of our Lord Jesus? Have we really      

considered the awesome greatness of our Lord? 

Though the whole Bible preaches Jesus, [and] 

identifies Him as the coming King, one scripture 

truly captures the essence of His identity: “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Jesus is 

identified as God, not a mere man, but God. A 

revelation of His glory should bring us into a    

position of holy fear and reverence.

Four Identifying Revelations Of Christ

(1) “In The Beginning”

! Speaking of His eternal existence – He is  

forever. “…and of His kingdom there will be no 

end” (Luke 1:33). Christ did not begin or come 

into existence in the stable with Mary and Joseph. 

He was, since the beginning. What was the        

beginning? Clearly John is alluding to Genesis 

1:1. Before anything was formed, Jesus was.      

Before all time, before all existence, Jesus was.

! “The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made by him; and without him 

was not any thing made that was made. In him 

was life; and the life was the light of men. And 

the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 

comprehended it not” (John 1:2-5). He was not  

created, He already was. Without Him there is 

nothing but darkness. The following scriptures 

testify to His existence:

“And He is before all things, and in Him all things 

consist.” (Colossians 1:17)

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and         

forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

“Jesus said to them, "Verily, verily, I say unto you,  

Before Abraham was, I am.” (John 8:58)

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 

the End,” saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 

which is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8)

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 

the End, the First and the Last.” (Revelation 22:13)

! He has always been, and without him not 

only can we do nothing – there is nothing.

(2) “[Jesus] Was The Word”

! “Existed the Logos” – (logos - the               

expression of thought, the embodiment of a     

concept or idea). The depth of this description  

we cannot begin to understand. Jesus is the 

Word. Jesus “…who is the fountain of all          

wisdom; who giveth being, life, light, knowledge, 

and reason, to all men; who is the grand Source 

of revelation, who has declared God unto       

mankind;… who has illustrated life and             

18



immortality by his Gospel, and who has fully 

made manifest the deep mysteries which lay    

hidden in the bosom of the invisible God from 

all eternity,…” (Adam Clarke Commentary).

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only     

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”   

(John 1:14)

! The very thoughts, intentions, and             

expression of God became flesh – voluntarily.    

Jesus, the embodiment of the thoughts, ideas, 

character of God was manifested in the flesh. By 

the Holy Spirit, He is still dwelling among us. 

“And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: 

and his name is called The Word of God.”            

(Revelation 19:13)

“That which was from the beginning, which we have 

heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 

have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the 

Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we 

have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you 

that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was    

manifested unto us;)” (1 John 1:1-2)

“All things were made by him; and without him was 

not anything made that was made.” (John 1:3)
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“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.” 

(Psalm 33:6)

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and  intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature 

that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are na-

ked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we 

have to do.” (Hebrews 4:12-1)

(3) The Word Was With God

! Speaking of His personality – He is the Son. 

God is a triune being and Jesus is part of the   

Godhead. He identifies Himself to us in three   

distinct personalities. “Was with God”, signifies 

that He had a conscience, personal existence     

distinct from God the Father. 

“That their hearts might be comforted, being knit     

together in love, and unto all riches of the full           

assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement 

of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of 

Christ;” (Colossians 2:2)

! One God, manifested in distinct !!       

personalities. It is a mystery of God - We’ll just 

have to go to Heaven and find out what it’s all 

about when we are face-to-face. 

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness: …” (Genesis 1:26)

God is not being schizophrenic, He is the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit – It is a mystery. We 

are also triune beings, in His image - We are a 

spirit, we possess a soul and are housed in an 

earthly body.
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“(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and 

bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, 

which was with the Father, and was manifested unto 

us;)” (1 John 1:2)

! Eternal life (Jesus) was “with the Father”. 

He is a distinct personality.

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost:” (Matthew 28:19)

“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the   

Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three 

are one.” (1 John 5:7)

(4) The Word Was God

! Speaking of His divinity – He is God. Not 

second in command but God himself.

"Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the  

Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak 

not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he 

doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, 

and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very 

works' sake.” (John 14:10-11)

“Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Before Abraham was, I am." (John 8:58)

! Just as God identified Himself to Moses.

"I and My Father are one." (John 10:30)

Conclusion

! John begins his gospel letter with the      

boldest, most comprehensive description of who 

Jesus is; this is a “no bones about it” declaration. 

Each of these statements, are building a           

revelation of who Jesus is; eternally existent; the 

Word; a distinct personality; and God. Obviously 

the Holy Spirit knew believers needed to begin 

understanding the magnitude of Jesus. To live a 

life of holiness, reverence, and obedience, we 

need a revelation of the awesome glory of our 

Savior. He is a great and mighty Lord – He is    

Jesus. John wrote, “That which was from the be-

ginning, which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 

and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 

(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, 

and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal 

life, which was with the Father, and was mani-

fested unto us;) That which we have seen and 

heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 

fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 

with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

And these things write we unto you, that your 

joy may be full.” (1 John 1:1-4 ). 

! John had heard with his ears, seen with his 

eyes and handled the Word of Life. This          

revelation was given to him so that he might     

testify of and show to others that eternal life 

which was with the Father, and then manifest to 

him and the others. This eternal life in Christ     

Jesus was his declaration to those he was writing 

to. And that was for one purpose. So that they 

could have fellowship with John and realize that 

true Christian fellowship is with the Father and 

His Son, Jesus Christ. Now if that knowledge and 

fellowship doesn’t give you joy, it should. May 

we begin a new year with the joy in our hearts  

received through a relationship with God, 

through Jesus Christ, His Son and our Savior.
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OBITUARIES

CRIBBS, Versie S. -

March 20, 1935 - October 5, 2015

Claxton Primitive Baptist Church, Claxton, Georgia.

(Widow of the late Elder Gilbert Cribbs)

DAVIS, Catherine Cleo -

December 13, 1925 to November 25, 2015.

Macedonia Primitive Baptist Church, Ider, Alabama.

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints 

Psalms 116:15



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to 

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated       

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,

inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons 

in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is ,

sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will, 

and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,

and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,

and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 

Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the 

Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We 

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by 

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the 

Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the 

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and 

fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body 

reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment 

in hell forever.


