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Be Doers Of
The Word

By:
Bill Jones



Some of you may have heard me use the
phrase “It’s not doctrine to infinity and beyond, it’s
Jesus!”. That saying came to mind several years ago
when [ was pondering the health of churches.

As time has gone by, I’ve ended up struggling
with using that phrase. It can be taken incorrectly
that it is saying doctrine isn’t critical, but of course
correct doctrine is the foundation of truth. With that
and a couple other reasons, I’ve decided to retire the
phrase from my vocabulary.

As I struggled with the statement, several
Scriptures stuck in my mind. The first was that Jesus
made it clear how to show our love for Him — “If you
love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).
While learning Jesus’ commandments is critical, the
goal is to show Him love by keeping them.

Another thought was that often when the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) is mentioned,
someone states that the passage says we are to teach
disciples everything Jesus commanded. Again, while
learning the commandments is critical, Jesus
actually said the goal is to teach them how to
observe (keep, follow) His commandments, not just
know them.

And James 1:22 is “But be doers of the Word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” It was
obvious this is relevant to what I was thinking about.
Then, one day an Alistair Begg daily devotion was
on this verse. He wonderfully explained what I was
thinking and made it clear how serious it is that we
be hearers (and studiers and readers) of the Word,
but how serious it is to also be doers of the Word.

Alistair Begg Devotional July 28, 2022
(truthforlife.org) “Be a Doer”

“Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves.” James 1:22

(Begg beginning) “As believers, our lives can
and should be marked by minds that are
trained in and subjected to the truth of God’s
Word, and we should surround our
circumstances with prayer (Philippians 4:6-8).
But still, if we are to know and enjoy God’s
power at work within us, we must take what
we hear in the Scriptures and put it into
practice. We should be diligent in our attention
to the Scriptures each day, and in our
attendance when the Word of God is being
expounded, but we should never fall into the
trap of thinking that attending, paying
attention, and listening carefully are enough.
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We must be ‘doers ... and not hearers only.

“In John 13, on the night before Jesus’ death
and after He has been teaching the disciples for
a while, He says to them regarding His lessons,
“If you know these things, blessed are you if
you do them” (John 13:17). If you wonder why
you’re not experiencing God’s blessing, it may
be because you aren’t putting His words into
practice. The Lord has given us rich instruction
and He has given us the Spirit to be our
Helper. Now we are responsible for drilling
our minds in the truth of God’s Word and then
doing what we have learned, received, and
heard.”

What a great sadness it is when churches
become like dusty old libraries, filled with so
many lives that are like volumes of truth just
sitting there, never used. The temptation as we
become increasingly aware of the truth is just
to sit and think about it without ever taking
action. James puts that kind of life in stark
terms: it is to deceive yourself. No—a church



is to be a gallery of living experience. There
ought to be a vibrancy about believers, so that
when we face the world’s many problems—
problems we ourselves are not immune to—we
can see them for what they are and respond by
holding out the truth of God’s Word as we
ourselves live it out.”

“Determine today not to be a hearer only, and
so deceive yourself into thinking you are a
growing Christian when in fact you are a
shriveling one. Resolve to be a doer of the
Word. Look honestly over your life now and
identify any areas about which you have heard
how to live for Christ but have never actually
obeyed. That will be the part of your life about
which the Spirit is saying to you right now, Do
not be a hearer only. Be a doer—for that way
blessing lies.” (Begg devotion ends)

So, at this point, my new phrase (not fully
developed yet) will be along the lines of James’
verse - “Don’t get stuck just hearing and studying
what the Bible says, go and do what it says.”

Begg wrote: “if we are to know and enjoy God’s
power at work within us, we must take what we hear
in the Scriptures and put it into practice.”

The Scriptures referenced above and Alistair
Begg’s devotional show that putting the Word into
practice, and the corollary of the church’s task of
teaching the saints how to do that (“equip the saints”
Eph. 4:12) are foundational parts of discipleship that
can be lacking. If we want to improve our spiritual
health, individually and as a church, and if we want
to develop more zeal for God, we must start obeying
Him in everything, and watch and be amazed at His
work in and through us.

Much can be written about our obedience in
being “salt” and “light” in our communities (getting
outside the church walls). Or, as Elder Craig
Campbell preached to us the other night, “punching
holes in the darkness.” Or by our good deeds glorify-
ing our “Father who is in heaven.” And doing good
inside the church (especially to those of the
household of faith.) And exhibiting the fruit of the
Spirit. (There’s a Bible full of things to consider).

But, for now, I’ll take Alistair Begg’s challenge
and focus on one area of my life where I’ve been
sorely lacking in obedience — telling others about
Jesus (yes, evangelism). I try hard, only by the
Spirit’s leading and help, to show others the love of
Christ, and that’s very important for a Christian to
do. But I’'m pitiful at using words and telling others
the Gospel of Christ.

In considering the importance Jesus gives to us
spreading His Gospel, we can look at what the Risen
Christ said in the time before He ascended back to
Heaven. We see that He explained the Scriptures
about Himself and His mission and He gave Peter
some specific tasks to do. But the other things we
know He said:

“And Jesus came and said to them [the
disciples], “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20 The Great Commission)

“And he (Jesus) said to them, “Go into all the world
and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”
(Mark 16:15)

“Then he (Jesus) opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written,



that the Christ should suffer and on the third day
rise from the dead, and that repentance for the
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the
city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

(Luke 24:45-49).

“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
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the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.
John 20:21

(Jesus said) “But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8).

In light of what the Risen Christ focused on in
His last days on earth, it seems clear what we should
focus on in our days on earth. I believe that in these
commands to tell the world the good news of the
Gospel (evangelize), Jesus gave the primary mission
of the church and individual Christians on the earth.
And whether it’s agreed that it’s the primary mission
or not, there is no denying that Jesus considers it a
critical part of our mission.

So, at this point, I must hang my head in
shame and admit I am a sinner who disobeys
Christ’s call to tell the Good News about Him to the
people around me in my daily life. I must repent, ask
forgiveness and work diligently on “Doing” His
Word in that.

I take 100% responsibility for my sin. But in
thinking back on my 25 years in church, I also
realize I’ve rarely heard in the church sermons or
Bible Studies, or at a Bible Conference or other
church’s meetings, or sitting in on Minister Schools
that [ am called by Jesus Himself to evangelize. 1

can say while I have sinned in not evangelizing, I
also haven’t been equipped to evangelize.

I’m not painting with a broad brush over
everyone, or every church and I pray there are many
who are thinking “Hey, that’s not me/us!” But I
encourage us all to consider our level of obedience
to Christ’s commands to go and tell others the Good
News about Him, as churches and as individuals,
and then con- sider Alistair Begg’s statement: “If
you wonder why you’re not experiencing God’s
blessing, it may be because you aren’t putting His
words into practice.”

And as we are considering that, we can also
turn back to the Great Commission. In the entire
passage Jesus bracketed the actual commission to
go, make and teach with statements about Himself
that should give us great encouragement.

“All authority in heaven and on earth have
been given to me.” Jesus has the authority to
command us to tell others about Him, but it’s more
expansive than that. It also shows that He has all
authority, responsibility, and power to save souls.
Our call is to simply proclaim the Gospel faithfully.
And we can rely on Him for the power and authority
to do that.

He ends the passage with “And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” How can we
hold back and be disobedient when the Lord of
heaven and earth has promised He will be with us
always in our proclaiming His Gospel to those
around us?



Clickbait:
A New Word With
An Old History

By:
Elder Dean Robbins




How many times have you seen a headline
online that piqued your interest and you clicked on
it only to find out the headline was misleading?
What happened was that you became the victim of
giving in to “Clickbait.” “Clickbait” is defined by
one dictionary source as, “content whose main
purpose is to attract attention and encourage
visitors to click on a link to a particular web page.”
What is also true about headlines that are described
as “clickbait” is that 99% of the time, in my
experience, the headline does not even reflect what
is in the content of the article. Though this word
“clickbait” is a relatively new one, as it is
associated with the age of the internet and more
specifically, social media, yet the premise behind
the word is really not new. In fact, I contend the
thought has its origins in the Garden of Eden when
Satan said to Eve, “Ye shall not surely die”
(Genesis 3:4). In that moment, Eve’s attention was
piqued, and she became attracted by the “bait” to
become as a god. The headline by Satan, “Ye shall
not surely die,” was not the true reality. When Eve,
along with Adam, succumbed to Satan’s
temptation, they not only sinned against God, but
they plunged all of humanity into sin. For God’s
Word says, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”
(Romans 5:12).

How can you and I avoid giving in to such
“clickbait” opportunities to entertain thoughts of
disobeying the commandments of God? Satan
seeks to devour Christians and will fire such darts
of temptation at our hearts that would wound us
such that we then would give in to the temptation
and sin against God. Peter writes, “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Both Adam and Eve were

uniquely gifted to be able to remain sober and
vigilant. For they were created perfectly free from
sin. What 1s more, they had the Word of God
written upon their hearts in a way that no human
being [save Jesus Christ] ever had. Hearts free
from the corruption of sin. The proof of their
ability to overcome this temptation was seen by
Eve’s initial response to Satan. When Satan said to
her, “hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?” (Genesis 3:1), Eve replied by
quoting the words of God. She said, “We may eat
of the fruit of the trees of the garden.: But of the
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall
ye touch it, lest ye die” (Genesis 3:2-3).

Eve (and Adam) had the greatest weapon in
their hands to fend off this attack by Satan. They
had the Word of God. But because the temptation
was so appealing to both of them, they put away
the choicest of weapons, refusing to wield it.
Instead of overcoming the temptation through their
subjection to the word of God, they gave in to their
lust to become like God. They took the bait. In
doing so, they brought upon themselves [and all
their posterity] death, separation from God. They
were devoured by Satan.

You and I do not have to suffer the same
defeat as did Adam and Eve. In the context of the
internet and social media, we do not have to click
on a headline that promises to give to us something
that 1s not real or true. God has provided a way to
quench the fiery darts of Satan that would wound
us and to cause us to disobey God. It is by our
putting on armor, HIS armor. Here 1s how the
Apostle Paul states it, “Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers,



against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand” (Ephesians
6:11-13). Among the armor provided by God is the
sword of the Spirit, which Paul says is the Word of
God.

All of this armor that Paul lists here are important
and necessary if we are to “withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.” But I would
emphasize that the Sword of the Spirit is the
choicest of weapons to use because it is a weapon
of offense. We can take the battle to our great
Adversary, the Devil. There is no greater example
of how the Sword of the Spirit can fend of Satan’s
attack than by the example of our Lord when
tempted in the Wilderness. Three times He was
tempted by Satan and three times He responded in
this way: “It is written.” When He responded with
these words, Jesus was quoting Scripture. He
quoted passages from the book of Deuteronomy.
He took the fight to Satan by wielding the Sword
of the Spirit, the Word of God, and He got the
victory.

Let us learn from the Master. To employ this
choicest of weapons, we must be proficient in its
use. We must know it intimately. We must
remember it. We must live it. The Word of God
must always be at the ready. And, when provoked,
we must wield it. Let us not only learn from the
victory of our Master but let us also learn from the
defeat of our first parents.

When your mind is filled with the Word of
God, there will be no opportunities to give in to the
clickbait headlines offered by Sa- tan to trick you
into disobeying God.



Observations
On Ukraine

By:
Brother Sasha




People are asking how I see the situation and
what the possible development could be in regards
of war. My answer is simply this — anything could
happen — bad or good. We want to believe in good
development and as I see people want to believe —
Russian army is getting weaker; Putin is sick and
will die soon; mobilization in Russia is not of
success and stuff like that. That is what we want to
believe, but I think that rosy pictures are far away
from reality. The only thing I know for sure —
Russia wants to occupy as many as possible of
Ukrainian territory and they want to destroy as
much as possible of bearers of Ukrainian identity.

General situation as I see it for today:

By God’s grace we have come through the
half of the winter. There were I believe only 3
weeks of really cold weather (below zero by
Celsius), but most of the time the temperature was
above the zero. In our village situation with the
shortage of electricity is probably not typical for
the whole of Ukraine. We have major problems
and since the new year I think the average time per
day when we have power is 4 hours out of daytime
and another 3-4 hours at nighttime. There were
days when we didn’t have power at all for a couple
of days. In other places the situation is better — like
my dad in Zhitomir has the power almost without
breakage. The businesses have adjusted for
working under such conditions. The situation is
better with the cell phone and internet services on
the generators. In my village the warmer is weather
the more hours of electricity we have.

There are numbers of people who wait for
Russians to come.

One example — one of the towns recently
taken by Russians. When the town was on a front
line but still controlled by Ukrainian army, there

were civilians staying there when everything was
destroyed around. Mainly civilians were hiding in
basements. With the risk of their lives Ukrainian
volunteers were going there for bringing food,
water, meds and did it over 4 months. When the
town was recently taken over by enemy — all the
remaining in the town people were deported to
Russia and now they say Ukrainian army have
destroyed their town.

« We have a witness from pastor of Lisichansk
Baptist church. We worked with them for many
years. The city was taken by Russians beginning
of July 2022. Right after the occupation the
neighbors and friends reported to occupants on
those church leaders who remained in the city as
being sort of western spies. That is the city where
we did a lot of work before the war and were
helping people with the humanitarian aid during
the war.

« I see more and more how people are getting tired
of war. What is a sort of a discomfort for some, 1s
a big issue and a problem for others. Like with
the shortage of power. I thought all the people
are like me, but to my surprise not everyone. And
that is not only in regards of electricity, but
regarding other things as well — like closed
bridge in Kyiv (that main one); and all the
bridges closed when the air raid sirens are on,
and you have to wait for several hours to cross
the bridge — I see and read that for some people
such minor issues are becoming “THE ISSUE”.

o The real issue of my concern is the emotional
and psychological state of a majority of people.
All kinds of dis- orders — anxiety; issues with the
night sleep; emotional breakthroughs; conflicts;
family issues and divorces (among Christians);
depressions; conflicts; people with PTS (post
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trauma syndrome) and you name it. Among my
close friends I have 3 couples who’re in a
process of divorce. Maxim says in his counseling
he is dealing with the enormous number of
divorces and family issues.

« We’re the nation of wounded people and that is
for years to come. People are trying to deal with
the issues even they don’t realize they have the
issues. One of the examples — I see a lot of
people spending hours and days on Facebook and
other social medias — mocking Russians or trying
to change their opinion on the war. That is such a
waste of time, but people feel like that is their
mission to do.

The situation requires actions — good
Christian literature and good spiritual counselors
are very much needed, but we have lot of ministers
who fled Ukraine.

My understanding and observation as for the
reasons of this war.

I haven’t heard analytics on the religious
aspect of this war. The puzzle pieces are getting
into the picture for me. I’m taking pieces of
information from reading their (Russian) media.
This religious concept is more and more spoken on
their main medias.

 Russian nation is the only bearer of true
knowledge of God.

 The true knowledge of God is in Eastern
Orthodox church. That is THE CHURCH.

« We’re Russians and God 1s with us.

« ORTHODOX (6pBodo&in) comes from Greek. In
Russian

« (PRAVOSLAVIE) — meaning the right way to
worship.

 On another side of 6pBoodo&ia is Erepodotia in
Russian (INOSLAVIE) meaning other (wrong)
ways of worshipping. That includes all
non-Orthodox (in their meaning) beliefs. That 1s
why JW were forbidden in Russia several years
ago and many of their leaders and lay-people
were put in prisons. As evangelicals we don’t
agree with JW but we stand for freedom and
competition in a good sense. But many (if not
all) of Russian evangelicals have celebrated
closing the doors for JW in Russia while they
don’t understand — they’re next for being
forbidden as it was during the Soviet times. Since
they are also not orthodox in

 Russian understanding.

o Ukrainians are the same nation with the Russians
(brotherly nation)

« Satanic powers of the Western world have turned
Ukraine on a wicked way or amorality; false
values; false religion.

« Ukrainians need to be saved and turned back to
the real values and to real God.

 Russians as chosen nation led by God liberates
Ukraine. As a chosen nation entering the
promised land were to kill the pagans, likewise
Russians should clean the promised land of
Ukraine by killing people infected with the false
faith (Central and Western Ukraine) and making
of those not completely infected yet Russians
(Eastern and Southern).
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 Russians (so called Russian soul) is unique. No
other nations even stand close to Russians by its
uniqueness. Dostoevsky and other classic writers
have done a lot for having such understanding.

 The heart of THE CHURCH is in Kyiv, where
Kyiv Rus was baptized by Vladimir in 989 or in
991 (by some sources).

 (Vladimir 1st). Vladimir Lenin (VIadimir the
2nd) in 1917 have established a Soviet Empire.
Vladimir Putin (Vladimir the 3d — the fulness of
Vladimir’s) is to re-baptize Kyiv and built a new
Empire.

« The meaning of name Vladimir in Russian — the
one who owns the WORLD.

« Being Russian means inheriting Kingdom. To die
for Russia — is a better than life thing.

« Putin said in March and October 2018 years — if
there will be no Russia, there will be no World.
We as Russians will go to Heaven as martyrs and
“they” will just die (he spoke in context of
nuclear war)

 The millennium kingdom has ended in 1991 with
the collapse of USSR. Since that time - reigning
of Satanic West. Now is time of judgement over
Satanic West which may cause the end of
humankind, but such end is acceptable since they
as martyrs will inherit Kingdom

I think ignoring religious factors for this war
doesn’t give a full picture as I believe Putin sees
that. I believe it is a mistake to see the logic in his
actions. There is no logic there — there is a belief
system, belief in his own sacred purpose of life.

It 1s satanic indeed, but it explains a lot. It explains
why there were massacres nearby Kyiv. That
explains why he tried to take over Kyiv and most

likely why there will be more attempts to take it
over in a near or not such near future. It explains if
he’ll be ready to use nuclear bombs and many
other things which may happen.

When people think rationally (like he doesn’t
have enough forces to occupy more of Ukrainian
lands) my reaction is like this — he and they believe
God is behind them, so why not to try knowing
God 1s supporting them?

I’m not pretending I know for sure, but these
are my thoughts as | see them and picking the
information sources.

Hope it is not too much information. Just
wanted to share from the inside.

May the Grace of the Lord be with you,

In Him,
Sasha
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2023
SOUTHERN STATES
BIBLE CONFERENCE




FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

A special fund is available to assist ministers and their wives, licentiates and their wives and widows of ministers, who
could not otherwise attend the Southern States Bible Conference. The fund is sustained by gifts from individuals,
churches, and charitable foundations. Please consider including a special donation with your conference registration this
year.

To extend the fund as much as possible, the Conference requests that individual churches provide financial support for
their pastor and his family and for their members, to the extent possible.
The amount of support available is determined by the number of applications and the amount of money in the fund.

The amount per person for 2023 will be: $311 — Minister or Licentiate

$311 — Wife or Widow of Minister

$156 — Other Adult (funds permitting) $40 — Child, Age 3-12 (funds permitting) $89 — Teen, Age 13-17 (funds
permitting)

Requests for assistance should be sent to the Conference Treasurer, Kasey Hagan, before May 24, 2023.

Special Request
Please consider providing special support and encouragement for your pastor and others to attend Bible Conference.

Limited assis- tance is available for ministers and their wives, licentiates and their wives and widows of ministers, who
could not otherwise attend.

Nursery Registration

Ages 4 and Under
Preparations for a nursery will again be made this year — [IF NEEDED. To help us determine if one is needed, we ask that

you TELL US IN ADVANCE, if you will have someone age 4 or under with you and would like to use the nursery.
There is no registration charge for the nursery, but advanced registration is needed.

We need this information, whether you are staying at Epworth or are only attending during the day. If you
PRE-REGISTERED and now plan to bring one or more children age 4 or under and use the nursery, please contact
Kasey Hagan, Conference Treasurer.

Register on our website:
www.progressivepb.org
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Registration
SOUTHERN STATES BIBLE CONFERENCE
July 10-13, 2023

NOTE: Use this form only if you have not already pre-registered or wish to change your reservation.
‘Balance Due’ statements will be sent to those who have pre-registered. TO REGISTER
Fill in all
Name information
Street Church requested on this
City State Zip page.
Phone (Preferred No.) (Other No.) Send completed
E 1 Registration Form
mal with full or partial
Additional Persons In Same Room: Child (Age) Teen (Age) payment to
Treasurer at the
Name - address indicated.
Church
Name _— Use a separate
Church Registration Form
Name for each building
Church and/or room.
Location Request: Building Room No.

Special needs [Handicap access room, etc.]:

NURSERY (4 and under) — No Charge, but Advanced Registration is Required for both
Daytime Attendees and Epworth Residents: Name(s) and Age(s)

Rooms can be reserved anytime with a deposit of $10.00 Per Person.
You will be notified of your balance due. Full payment must be received by June 8 to assure lodging availability.

Make check payable to “Southern States Bible Conference”. Send completed form and payment to:
Kasey Hagan, Treasurer; 13999 GA Hwy 119; Brooklet, GA 30415 — Ph (912) 618-0083(C)

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Full-time Registration includes Conference Registration, Lodging and Meals (Monday afternoon through Thursday noon)
Check-In for Residents will be at Jones Auditorium from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Monday afternoon, July 10, 2023.

Adults (Rate per person) — GOOD NEWS! Epworth has given us their lowest rates again this year!

Building Single Double Triple Quad

Booth or Pitts S466 S311 S$259  S240 TOTAL AMOUNT DUE .
Robertson Inn 501 339 284 265

Turner Lodge 351 376 305 275 DONATION - SPECIAL ASSISTANCE™® $
Children and Teens in Room with Adult: Child, Age 3-12 - $80

Teen, Age 13-17 -5176 TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED ~ $

CANCELLATION NOTICE: Cancellation requests received by June 8 will be honored with full refund. If you cancel your reservation after
June 7, or do not come to the conference after registering, you will be charged a fee equal to one night’s charges.

DAILY AND PART-TIME ATTENDEE INFORMATION

Daily and Part-time Attendees do not pre-register, but will register at the Conference Registration Desk, Jones Auditorium on arrival.
Daily Registration is $S10 per person each day or $25 per person for the entire week.
Individual meal tickets for daily and part-time attendees may be purchased at the Epworth Registration Desk

*PLEASE: Consider including a donation to help others who cannot attend the Conference without financial assistance.
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Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

Mark your calendar now! After three years of cancellations due to COVID, we are now on
GO for this year! The Foundation will meet April 24-25, 2023 at the Metter Primitive Baptist
Church, Metter, GA.

Monday, April 24, will be mostly Foundation Executive Committee business meetings,
including receiving reports from sponsored and affiliated organizations. The evening program
will be a message from God’s Word.

Tuesday, April 25, will be the Directors’ meeting.
The Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, GA, has unanimously agreed to host our
meeting this year.

THANKS TO GOSHEN

I want to personally give a ‘Shout Out’ to our Brothers and Sisters at Goshen PB Church in
Missouri. They were planning to host our meeting last year, but it had to be cancelled due to
COVID. They were excitedly planning to host our meeting this year, but several critical
factors caused us to consider changing the location. We apologize for your disappointment
and for any inconvenience, and hope we can return there for a future meeting. We greatly
appreciate your loyalty in having your representatives at virtually all of our annual meetings.

Elwyn Deal
(President Primitive Baptist Foundation)
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Obituaries

BISHOP, William A. [Elder] —
June 25, 1932 to December 17, 2022
Sharon Primitive Baptist Church, Culloden, Georgia.

COBURN, Frances Gibbs —
January 31, 1935 to January 7, 2023.
Atlanta Primitive Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia.

DEAL, Hugh Howell —
June 23, 1941 to December 23, 2022.
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.




STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

- We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



