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DISCOVERING AND 
REMEMBERING

By:

Elder Dean Robbins

Pastor of Lanes Church

Stilson, GA



“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a       

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly    

dividing the word of truth.”  
(2 Timothy 2:15)

 So how are you doing with staying the course 
on the resolutions made at beginning of this year? It 
has been shown that the likelihood of keeping such 
resolutions diminishes with each month that passes. 
If you've already found yourself in such a condition, 
don't let your failures to keep resolutions ruin your 
resolve. Just begin anew. I say this because of my 
own experiences in trying to keep a new year's    
resolution. For example, at the beginning of this 
year, I resolved to become more fruitful in reading 
through the Bible in the coming year. Now that may 
sound odd for a minister of the gospel. Ministers 
spend many hours during the week preparing        
sermons; making sure they are "...rightly dividing the 

truth" [2 Timothy 2:15] so to properly give the "... 
the sense of word" [Nehemiah 8:8] to the               
congregations they serve. However, I've found       
myself giving more time for this purpose rather than 
giving the time to feed my own soul in private daily 
devotions. Having failed in keeping my resolution, 
I've decided to begin anew with a new  approach.

 Many who resolve to read through the Bible 
for the coming year make it through January and  
possible February. But then, they become stymied or 
hindered. This may be because other things take 
precedence or they come upon some difficult books 
like Numbers and Leviticus. When reading through 
such passages, the mind tends to wonder a bit. 
When this occurs, it is likely that one will quit      
altogether the reading the Scriptures. 

 There are some ways to avoid this inclination 
to end the daily reading of God's word. One such 
way is to employ a good reading plan. At the Lanes 
church, we are using a 5-day reading plan. So, if you 
skip a day or two, you have the weekend to catch up. 
So, a good reading plan is helpful. You can find such 
plans on the internet. What has also been helpful to 
me is to take advantage of audio recordings of    
Scripture to accompany my own reading of the   
Scriptures. The one I use is found on-line at ESV.org. 
But there are other websites that have audio          
recordings of the King James translation. 

 Here is what I do. I listen to the scriptures   
being read and I read along with the audio             
recording. After the assigned reading, I go back and 
listen again. I then make a list of the things that I've 
not considered before from a passage, as well as  
making a list of the key things that I've remembered 
and rejoiced in or felt convicted of over the years.  
After writing these things down in a journal, I then 
use these thoughts to offer a pray of praise; a prayer 
of thanksgiving; or a prayer of supplication to God. 

 Let me share with you an example of a recent 
devotional reading. It is from the book of Exodus. 
Under the list of "new discoveries" I wrote: 

[1] "Always thought God spared His people from all the 

plagues sent upon Egypt. But from the passage, it appears a 

division was only made from the third plague on." Now if 

this is true, what does this new discovery mean? Well, one 

possible answer is that we are reminded that all of us live in 

a fallen world where both the just and unjust are negatively        

impacted by sin and by the judgments of the Lord. What is 

also true from the revelation of Scripture is that with God 

sending the plagues upon Egypt, both Israel and Egypt were 
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to see that there is only one true God. [See Exodus 7:5 and 

10:2]

[2] "I failed to see before how God allowed the magicians of 

Egypt to copy several of the miracles and how this may help 

explain the Scriptures that speak of God hardening the heart 

of Pharaoh." What does this new discovery mean? It says to 

me that with hearts that are already hardened because of 

sin, that one can [and does] process events in such a way as 

to further harden their hearts. This gives me further insight 

of the passage from Jeremiah 17:9: The heart is deceitful 

above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? I 

am also reminded [and have a greater appreciation for] the 

goodness of God to open my heart to receive the revelations 

of Himself and His plans for me.

 Now these are a couple of the "new               
discoveries." What about those things                    
"remembered." Here, several are noted:

[1] "I am reminded of the truth of the principle that the   

nations of this earth are "...as a drop of the bucket, and 

are counted as the small dust of the balance..." [Isaiah 

40:15]. As I reflect on this principle, I'm reminded that this 

thought of the "nations" doesn't exempt our own nation. 

This brings back into focus where my true affections should 

lie; it is upon the spiritual nation or the  Kingdom of God. 

While blessed to be a citizen of the United States, I recognize 

that this nation is no different in the eyes of God as were the 

nations of Israel and Egypt. Both Israel and Egypt incurred 

the judgment of God for their rebellion against Him. So, it 

will be with our nation. May God lead us to repentance!

[2] "I am reminded that it is God who opens the hearts of 

people to see Him for who He is - The One True and Living 

God." As I consider this thought, I am also reminded that 

Moses was an instrument of God who delivered the message 

of God. Moses was unable to cause Pharaoh to make the 

right choice. This teaches me that in the ministry of the 

Word, I can only be faithful to make known what God says. 

I cannot make people respond favorably. Peoples hearts are 

either hardened and so they continue to rebel against God, or 

they are made flesh whereby they yield to the Lord.       

Whichever state of the heart, I am reminded that God will be 

glorified.

[3] People make false confessions and false expressions of 

repentance. They do these things because there is "no true 

fear of God" in their hearts" (Exodus 9:30). What this re-

minds me of is that the truth of one's confession and repen-

tance are to be seen in their everyday lives when times are 

good. Pharaoh confessed the God of the Hebrews was the 

true God and that they [the Egyptians] were wrong when 

affliction [from enduring the plague] was upon them. How-

ever, after the plague was stayed, their true hearts were re-

vealed; for their hearts were hardened and their rebellion 

against God continued. 

 Now these "new discoveries" and "old            
remembrances" have been a blessing upon my own 
heart and helpful in my own daily walk with the 
Lord. This method of reading the Scriptures for my 
personal devotion has helped me continue my       
resolve to read the Bible through in this coming 
year. Perhaps you do things differently in your daily 
reading of the Scriptures. Whatever you do, it is my 
prayer that in your times of reading the Scriptures, 
many blessings would be received; and maybe even 
some convictions of the heart experienced. May 
there be a great harvest of truth reaped from the 
sowing of the seed of the Word in your heart!
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THE RESPONSIBILITIES
OF LOVE

Ezekiel Hopkins 

(1634-1690) 



 THE duties... of married persons are either  
special or common. Special are those, which are the 
duties only of one party to the other—either of the 
husband to the wife or the wife to the husband. 
Common are those, which belong to both and are to 
be mutually performed by both. 

 I shall first begin with those duties that belong 
to a husband towards his wife, and they are these: 

[1] Conjugal [marital] love: Indeed, love is a       
beautiful ornament to all relations, but it is the  
foundation and first principle of this. It is love that 
ought at first to tie the marriage knot; and it is love 
alone that can afterwards make it easy. No other   
respect whatsoever can keep it from wringing and 
galling us. And, although lack of love cannot         
dissolve the bond, yet it doth [dissolve] the joy and 
comfort of a married state. Now, of all the objects 
that are allowed us to love here on earth, a wife is 
the chiefest; yea, to be loved above parents, children, 
friends, and the dearest of all other relations:   
"Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 

mother, and shall cleave unto his wife" (Gen 2:24). 
And, if you would know the full measure of this 
love, the apostle hath prescribed it: "So ought men to 

love their wives as their own bodies" (Eph 5:28); and, 
"Let every one of you in particular so love his wife 

even as himself" (Eph 5:33). You must be as careful 
and tender of their good as of your own and resent 
any injury done unto them as much as if it were 
done unto yourselves. And, indeed, there is great  
reason for it: for marriage makes of two, [one flesh]. 
It doth but compensate our damage and restore the 
rib to our side again. And, therefore, by marriage 
two are said to be made one flesh: "And they twain 

shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but 

one flesh" (Mar 10:8). Therefore, all violence and  
outrage against a wife, into which the rude and   
boisterous fury of some brutish men doth too often 
break, is as unnatural as if you should see a man 
beat, wound, and gash himself! And, certainly, they 
are mad and distracted passions, which take revenge 
upon themselves: "No man ever yet hated his own 

flesh," that is, no man acting rationally and as        
becomes a man, "but loveth and cherisheth it"      
(Eph 5:29). So that we are to love our wives with 
the same tenderness and naturalness of affection as 
our own beings; they should be as dear to us as    
ourselves. And, if you would have this high affection 
mounted a degree higher, see verse 25: "Husbands, 

love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 

and gave himself for it." If a natural affection will not 
suffice, behold here a supernatural one, the greatest 
instance of love that ever was expressed or           
conceived brought to be the rule and pattern of ours. 
Christ loved the church, His spouse, although there 
were many spots, blemishes, and imperfections in 
her. He loved her so, as to leave His Father and 
cleave to His wife; He loved her, better than Himself 
and His own life, and shed His most precious blood 
for her. And, rather than the wrath of God should 
fall upon His beloved spouse, He thrusts Himself  
between and receives those heavy blows on His own 
person. So ought men also to love their wives: so  
infinitely, if it were possible, but because it is not so, 
sincerely. And, therefore,

(1) They must love them, though they often bewray 

[unintentionally reveal] many weaknesses and         

imperfections. [These] they ought meekly to bear 
with, though they must not countenance nor         
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encourage them. Love will cover a multitude of 
faults, and, so long as they are but faults and not 
crimes, we ought no more to divorce our affections 
than our   persons from them. There is indeed a 
touchy love, which will cause great wrath for very 
small offences; but, usually, such kind of love turns 
into bitterness and exasperation. Therefore, offences 
of this nature should be prudently passed by, only 
with a glancing reproof, or with a silence that shall 
be more instructive than noise and clamor. Here the 
apostle exhorts husbands, "Husbands, love your 

wives, and be not bitter against them"  (Col 3:19). 
 
(2) We should so love them, as not to upbraid them 

with the necessities or encumbrances of a married life. 
But [we should] be content to [diminish] our        
former freedom and to forego our former privileges, 
either of plenty or pleasure, which we enjoyed in a 
single condition, without reproaching them with it. 
Many fools there are, who fancy nothing but joys 
and delights in a married life. But, when they enter 
it and find many unexpected troubles, and that they 
cannot live either at so much ease or with so much 
splendor as before, [they] think to right themselves 
by perpetual brawls with their wives, imputing the 
cause to them and charging on them all the burdens 
and inconveniences under which they both labor. 
And of [these,] the woman commonly hath the 
greater share! Now this is not to love as Christ loved 
the church, Who, for her sake, stripped Himself of 
His glory and voluntarily humbled Himself, first to 
the dust and then to the death—the cruel and cursed 
death of the cross.

(3) We ought so to love them as to interpose and step 

in between them and danger and rather suffer it to 

fall upon ourselves than upon them. For so Christ 
loved the church and gave Himself for it—             
redeeming it from the wrath of God by His own    
undergoing it and  delivering it from death by       
suffering death for it. 
 
(4) We ought so to love them as to endeavor to       

promote the spiritual good of their souls and, by good 

counsels and instructions, insinuate into them the love 

of piety and holiness. [We should do this so that,] as 
Christ sanctifieth the church, His spouse, we may 
also sanctify ours and present them unto God     
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

 In these four things, we are to love our wives 
even as Christ loved His church: by bearing with and 
pardoning their weaknesses; by being willing to   
submit to many inconveniences for their sakes; by 
interposing ourselves between them and danger; 
and, lastly, by endeavoring to promote their spiritual 
good and benefit. 

 And, [so much for] the first duty, which is 
love. On it, I have insisted longer because it         
comprehends all other duties. For where there is 
this sincere and conjugal affection, although it may 
have different methods of expressing itself according 
to the different tempers of men, yet it will certainly, 
in this as in all other cases, command the whole 
train and retinue of other affections to wait upon it, 
and to see that nothing be lacking to the good of the 
object on which it is fixed. I shall, therefore, be the 
briefer in the rest.

[2] Another duty of the husband is provident care for 

his wife. He ought, saith the apostle, to nourish and 
cherish her as Christ doth the church (Eph 5:29). He 
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must, therefore, impart unto her, according to his 
rank and ability, whatsoever may be for her necessity 
or comfort. [He must] not waste in riot and excess 
among his lewd and wicked companions —          
companions that the devil hath given him — that 
which ought to be for her support, whom God hath 
given him for his companion, and who, meanwhile, 
hath nothing to feed on but her sorrows, nothing to 
drink but her tears...

[3] Another duty that husbands owe their wives is  

protection from dangers when they are in jeopardy... 
Indeed, the weakness and feebleness of that sex,   
being more helpless in dangers than ours and less 
able [to raise themselves out of trouble], calls for 
this ready aid and [help] from us. He, who is so 
churlish as not to afford it, is so unnatural as to    
suffer a part of himself to perish! In Scripture, a wife 
is compared to a fruitful vine (Psa 128:3): now a 
vine is a weak, tender plant and requires support, 
and the husband should be as the houseside for her 
stay and support. Therefore, woman was at first 
made of a rib taken from under the man's arm. The 
office of the arm is to repel and keep off injuries, 
which signifies unto us that the husband ought to 
defend his wife from all wrongs and injuries that she 
may be exposed to.

[4] Another duty is instruction and direction.     
Therefore, the husband is called her head—the seat 
and fountain of knowledge and wisdom: "The       

husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the 

head of the church" (Eph 5:23). Therefore, as all     
direction and consolation is derived from Christ, so 
should the husband likewise [hand] down and    
communicate knowledge, comfort, and guidance to 

the wife— called, therefore, her guide (Pro 2:17). 
And Peter requires of husbands that they should 
dwell with their wives "according to knowledge," to 
be able to advise and inform them in all emergent 
cases, especially concerning God and their souls. 
Whence Paul enjoins wives that, "if they will learn 

any thing, let them ask their husbands at home" (1Co 
14:35). Therefore, much more is it required of     
husbands that they should have laid up a good stock 
of knowledge and be able to teach them, lest such as 
"creep into houses, and lead captive silly women"     
ensnare their wives (2Ti 3:6). For such is the        
subtlety of deceivers, following therein the method 
of the Old Serpent: they first begin with the woman 
and then make use of her to seduce the man. For  
heresy, as all other sins, does first inveigle [seduce] 
the affections, and then by them corrupts the        
reason. Therefore, the husband should be           
well-grounded and principled with knowledge that 
he may keep his wife from being led away by the 
crafty subtlety of those who lie in wait to deceive, 
those who by good words and fair speeches, affected 
phrases and jingling expressions that have nothing 
in them but sound and error, pervert the hearts of 
the simple. But if, as it sometimes happens, God 
hath endowed the wife with a greater measure of 
prudence and solid, substantial knowledge than the 
husband, it is then his part to hearken to her advice 
and to yield not, indeed, to the authority of the  
counsellor (his wife), as she is bound to do, but to 
the authority of the counsel (the Scriptures). This 
she ought to [offer] him with all respect and        
submission, not having power to enjoin what she 
knows to be best and fittest, but only with modesty 
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propounding it and with meekness persuading him 
to embrace it.

[5] Another duty of the husband is tenderness and 

mildness towards his wife, not causelessly grieving her 

either by speeches or actions. That is a wretched    
family, where those who are joined in the same yoke 
spurn and kick at one another. If the wife be careful 
in performing her duty, there belongs to her a kind 
and loving acceptation of it and praise and           
commendation for it. If she sometimes should fail, 
she ought not to be rebuked with bitterness, but 
with meekness and in such a way as the reproof 
should show more sorrow than anger. But perpetual 
brawling and contention, besides that they wholly 
embitter this state of life and eat out all the comfort 
of it instead of preventing offences for the future, do 
usually provoke and exasperate to more! [They] are 
perhaps a greater fault in the husband than that 
which he exclaims at in his wife. Besides, it will    
certainly indispose them both to the performance of 
those duties that belong unto them in their general 
and particular callings [as husband and wife]. It will 
hinder their prayers: for how can they lift up their 
hands without wrath, as the apostle commands   
(1Ti 2:8), when they burn in [anger] one against the 
other? How can they pray to God for blessings upon 
each other, when they have been cursing and reviling 
each other? And, as for the duties of their particular 
callings, do we not see that in those families where 
this baneful contention reigns, they are commonly 
neglected. All runs to wreck and ruin out of a kind 
of revenge that one party thinks to take upon the 
other. The husband, out of discontent, will not     
provide nor the wife manage. So, nothing is cared 
for, but only how they may quarrel and rail at each 

other—a misery that many families fall into through 
the indiscreet heats and fierceness of the man upon 
every trivial offence of the wife... 

[6] Another duty of the husband is to give due respect 

and honor unto his wife. Give "honour unto the wife, 

as unto the weaker vessel" (1Pe 3:7); for, being weak, 
she ought to be [treated] with the more respect and 
gentleness. Think honorably of her as the person 
whom God saw best and fittest for you in all the 
world; and be not tempted, so much as in a thought, 
to believe that any other could have been either so 
proper or so beneficial unto you. Speak honorably of 
her, not divulging any of her failings and                
imperfections to her discredit; but giving her the due 
praise of those virtues and graces that are in her. For 
he that disgraceth his wife disparageth himself; and 
everyone will censure him as guilty of folly, either in 
choosing or in governing her. Treat her honorably, 
neither making thyself a servant to her [moods], for 
that will dishonor thee; nor making her a slave to 
thine, for that is to dishonor her. But treat her as thy 
bosom-friend, thy endeared companion, and, in    
everything but authority, equal to thyself. 

[7] The last duty of a husband is prudent maintaining 

and managing of his authority. His authority over his 
wife is God's, Who hath entrusted him with it. Our 
Savior illustrates His own authority over the church 
by the authority of a husband over his wife (Eph 5). 
And, therefore, it is not basely to be betrayed nor to 
be maintained with rigor and a tyrannical violence. 
But the right and most effectual way of keeping up 
this authority is by prudence and gravity, by        
[selfcontrol and godliness], and a [dignified],        
exemplary, and [disciplined] life. This will cause a 
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reverent esteem and veneration in the wife and in 
the whole family; whereas lightness at one time and 
severity at another will but expose us to contempt 
for the one and hatred for the other. It is hard for 
him to be respected by others, who doth not first  
respect himself; for he that will prostitute himself by 
foolish and ridiculous [moods], or by vile and 
wicked actions— injustice, intemperance, lying, 
etc.—must fall under the scorn of his nearest 
relations!...But an excellent mixture of prudence and 
godliness together—the one to be a guide and the 
other to be an example—will make a man truly   
awe-inspiring and worthy of profound respect, and 
[will] induce the wife and the whole family to       
esteem and to imitate him. [So much] for the duties 
of the husband towards the wife.

_______________________________________________

(This article was taken from the Free Grace Broadcaster, Vol 241,   
titled: A Husband's Love. The Free Grace Broadcaster is published by 
Chapel Library, Pensacola Florida. From "An Exposition of the Ten 
Commandments" in The Works of Ezekiel Hopkins, Vol. 1            
(Philadelphia: The Leighton Publications, 1868), 464-470, in the 
public domain. Ezekiel Hopkins (1634- 1690): Anglican minister and 

author; born in Sandford, Crediton, Devonshire, UK.) 
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BY EVERY 
WORD OF GOD

By:

Elder Emerson Proctor

Associate Pastor of Lanes Church

Stilson, GA



 After our Lord had fasted for forty days, Satan 
tempted Him by saying , "If thou be the Son of God, 

command that these stones be made bread." Our Lord 
responded by saying, "Man shall not live by bread 

alone.” What our Lord taught here is a profound 
truth that every believer should rejoice in. Bread 
speaks of the material necessities required for life, 
and yet our Lord said that something more is 
needed in order for man to really live. What did He 
mean, then, when He asserted that we need more 
that merely the physical and the material? What 
does it mean to live? 

 To live certainly means more than mere    
physical existence, would you not agree? On another 
occasion Jesus said to a certain man, "Take heed, and 

beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not 

in the abundance of the things which he possesseth" 
(Luke 12:15). That is to say, man's life is something 
more than mere possessions. In another place, he 
said, "... I am come that they might have life, and that 

they might have it more abundantly”(John 10:10). 
This certainly means that there is a spiritual          
dimension in life. It goes beyond the material. 

 Indeed, this is a great part of what separates 
man from the beast. Man is capable of                   
contemplation, of discerning that which is right and 
wrong, of that which is truly beautiful and uplifting, 
and of that which is worthwhile. In addition, the 
highest expression of that which is truly good and 
worthwhile is to be in fellowship with God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. It is to understand and dwell 
upon that which is holy, good, righteous and lovely. 
There are truths that are eternal. God has made    

precious promises that extend beyond what is 
earthly and temporal.

 When our Lord Jesus resisted the temptation 
of Satan, He resorted to what is written in the word 
of God. He said, "It is written, Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 

the mouth of God”(Matthew 4:4). Our Lord asserted 
here that to live is to feed on the word of God. Jesus 
quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy.                
Deuteronomy 8:3, “And he humbled thee, and        

suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, 

which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; 

that he might make thee know that man doth not live 

by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.” 

 In the experiences of the children of Israel, 
God taught them that they must live by the word of 
God. There is no doubt that Jesus was hungry, after 
not having eaten for forty days, and there is no 
doubt that he had the power to change the stones 
into bread. However, He declined to change the 
stones into bread and said that man lives by the 
word of God. That certainly means that to resist the 
temptation of Satan meant to refrain from the use of 
His power merely to fulfill the purely physical needs 
of the moment. There was something more           
important for Him. God's children must often      
subordinate material considerations in favor of the 
things of God. The lesson for us here is that there 
are times when we must resist fulfilling the urges of 
the moment, instant gratification, for the sake of the 
greater and higher need of obeying the word of God. 
At the end of the day that is going to bring us the 
highest good. 
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 To examine just what this means, perhaps we 
should ask the question as to what really sustains us 
in the truly stressful times in life. What really keeps 
you going when you face the great tests of life?It is 
not merely the daily necessity for food, is it? It is to 
take hold of the eternal truths of God. That is what 
takes us beyond the limitations of this life. That is 
where the man who is truly alive finds strength and 
sustenance when life goes sour. 

 Let me point out, finally, that Jesus did not say 
that we do not live by bread, but He said that we do 
not live by bread alone. We do have physical and   
material need. God knows that and has promised to 
provide for them. 

 Is this your understanding of what true living 
really is? To live is to live by every word that         
proceeds out of the mouth of God. Do you really   
believe that? If you do, then it requires that you   
subordinate the physical and material at times for 
the sake of truth and godliness. Are you prepared to 
do that? Does the kingdom of God and His         
righteousness really come first in your life? If that is 
true, then obtaining a working knowledge of the 
word of God must also be an essential part of daily 
life. If man is to live by the word of God, then he 
must know it. The question is, do you and I really 
believe this statement of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth ouf of the mouth of God.”
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The 2018 Preachers' Wives and Widows and Licentiates' Wives will meet at CAMP HILL VIEW March 13th, 
14th and 15th. We usually arrive Tuesday afternoon so that we can get settled in before the supper hour. We 
would like to extend a special invitation to all of you wives who have not attended before. We will promise 

you a interesting and enjoyable time, so please mark your calendars and make plans to join us. 

Ladies, remember this is at the camp and you will need to bring bed linens, blanket(s), towels, wash cloths, 
soap, toiletries and everything to make you comfy and feel at home. Meals will be provided and you may be 
asked to help the kitchen crew with a few duties. If you would like to bring a dessert or snacks, that would 

be appreciated. 

The dress for most of our activities is casual with the exception of Wednesday when we attend The Oaks at 
Bethany (a.k.a. the Bethany Home). We will dress in church attire for that visit. We will have lunch there 

and then present a devotional and a music program for the residents and guests. Following the program we 
will have refreshments provided by one of our area churches. 

If you need any further information, contact:
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Sylvia Durden
H (478) 289-9228
C (478)455-2656

mitchell.durden@yahoo.com

Linda Fussell
H (229)423-5328
C (229)425-3262

linda_fussell@yahoo.com

2018 Preachers’ Wives and Widows and Licentiates’ Wives Meeting

mailto:mitchell.durden@yahoo.com
mailto:mitchell.durden@yahoo.com
mailto:linda_fussell@yahoo.com
mailto:linda_fussell@yahoo.com


Information and registration forms may be found under 'events' on the website as they become available: 
www.progressivepb.org. 

Program details will be shared as soon as they are complete. 

For additional information contact: 

Special Note to Ministers, Licentiates and Widows of Ministers: 
The Southern States Bible Conference Executive Committee has found that many of our ministers, licentiates and widows of 

ministers do not understand that there is some financial assistance available for them to attend the Southern States Bible    
Conference. The fund was established and is sustained by gifts from individuals, churches, and charitable foundations. In order 
to extend the funds as much as possible, we encourage individual churches to financially support their pastor and his family to 

attend the conference. However, we understand that many churches are not financially able to absorb these expenses. In       
addition, we have ministers and licentiates who are not pastoring churches. The amount of support available is determined by 
the number of ap- plications and the amount of money in the fund. The amount of assistance for any given year is printed on 

the back of the Conference Registration form.

Requests for assistance should be sent to the Conference Treasurer, Kasey Hagan.
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100th Southern States Bible Conference

Rufus ‘R.L.’ Akins, Chairman

275 John Daniel Lane 

Statesboro, GA 30458 

C (912) 682-8188 

rufusakins@gmail.com 

Kasey Hagan, Treasurer 

175 Bennett Lane 

Brooklet, GA 30415 

C (912) 618-0083

kaseyh27@gmail.com

Date: 
July 9 - 12, 2018

Location: 
Epworth By The Sea (St. Simons Island, Georgia)

Theme: 
To God Be The Glory

http://www.progressivepb.org
http://www.progressivepb.org
mailto:rufusakins@gmail.com
mailto:rufusakins@gmail.com
mailto:kaseyh27@gmail.com
mailto:kaseyh27@gmail.com


Please Note that two Licentiates were omitted in the 2018 Directory:
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JOHNSON, Matthew (Leanna) 
1109 Co. Rd. 91

Pisgah, AL 35765 
(256) 601-1751 

matthewjohnsonfyffe@gmail.com
Mountain View Church, 

Rainsville, AL 

CARTER, Darren (Carla) 
324 Co. Rd. 453 

Collinsville, AL 35961 
(256) 717-7131 

dce@farmerstel.com 
Mountain View Church 

Rainsville, AL

mailto:matthewjohnsonfyffe@gmail.com
mailto:matthewjohnsonfyffe@gmail.com
mailto:dce@farmerstel.com
mailto:dce@farmerstel.com


GOD’S LOVE

One of the great illustrations of the love of God is to be 
found in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 

You can find this parable in Luke's gospel, chapter 15. 
The parable is given in the context of the doctrine of repentance; that 

which is lost is found again. We see the love of God displayed in actions 
of the father of the son who had been lost, but is found once again. 

Here are the words of the father: “And he arose, and came to his father. 
But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 

compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him” (Luke 15:20).

There is much joy in heaven when a prodigal returns home. Let us seek 
the Lord on behalf of those who have lost their way; praying that they 
too will experience the love of Father upon them being found again! 

(ED)

The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue can tell; 

It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell. 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 
God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled, 
And pardon from his sin. 

Oh, love of God, how rich an pure! 
How measureless and strong! 
It shall forever more endure 
The saints and angels' song. 

[Frederick M. Lehman]



Obituaries

SANDERS, Michael Thomas - 
May 7, 1959 to April 22, 2017. 

Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, GA

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:

Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do 
follow them.”

Revelation 14:13



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner    
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist            

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession. 

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and  
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice. 

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate. 

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and 
the final perseverance of the saints. 

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is 
by His grace alone. 

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of     
Jesus Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed 
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and     

service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. 

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, 
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and 

body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to  
punishment in hell forever.


