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AMAZING LOVE

Long my imprisoned spirit lay

Fast bound in sin and nature's night;

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;

My chains fell off, my heart was free;

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

Amazing love! How can it be,

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

This great hymn was composed by Charles Wesley. It is thought that he 

began composing the hymn shortly after his conversion in May of 1738. 

Writing in his journal, Wesley said, “I now found myself at peace with 

God, and rejoiced in hope of loving Christ. I saw that by faith I stood."

Each one’s experience of grace may be unique, but what is common to all 

who have been delivered from condemnation and God’s wrath is they are 

the recipients of God’s amazing love. The unconditional love of God is the 

reason for one’s salvation. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

The lyrics written above offers a vivid image of how Charles Wesley 

described his salvation. He describes his soul as being in chains, 

imprisoned in a dark dungeon. But then a light entered in that terrible 

darkness and the chains fell off. That light was none other than Jesus who, 

as John writes, “...was the true Light, which lighteth every man that 

cometh into the world” (John 1:9). 

How would you describe your personal deliverance from sin’s bondage? 

However you may describe your salvation experience, be sure to rejoice in 

the amazing love of God which is the reason for it.



THE GIVING 

OF

OURSELVES
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All the men and women, the people of Is -
rael, whose heart moved them to bring any -
thing for the work that the LORD had com -
manded by Moses to be done brought it as 

a freewill offering to the LORD. 

Exodus 35:29

! When it comes to serving the LORD, 

why do you do it? What is your motivation to 

serve? What moves you to come to the 

LORD’S house each Sunday or to prayer   

meeting each Wednesday evening? How 

would you describe your commitment to 

serve the LORD? Is your commitment to    

serving the LORD limited to one or two hours 

each Sunday and an hour on  Wednesday    

evening? If you were to be asked to give an 

honest evaluation of your commitment to the 

service of the LORD, how would you             

respond? On a scale of 1 to 10 with “1” being 

extremely uncommitted and “10” being        

extremely committed, what would you be? 

Would you rate your service on the higher end 

of the scale or more on the lower? It is a      

profitable exercise to evaluate one’s             

commitment to the serve the LORD and to 

make needed improvements should you find 

yourself lacking. 

! In the 35th chapter of Exodus, Moses is 

reminding the people of their obligations to 

serve the LORD. The people had just             

experienced the judgment of the LORD for 

their rebellion against Him in their worship of 

the golden calf. God was greatly incensed by 

their sin of idolatry. In His righteous anger, 

three thousand men died by the sword. He 

also declared He would send an angel to lead 

them to the land of Canaan, but the He      

Himself would not go with them. “And I will 

send an angel before thee; and I will drive 

out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hit-

tite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Je-

busite: Unto a land flowing with milk and 

honey: for I will not go up in the midst of 

thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I 

consume thee in the way” (Exodus 33:2, 3). 

Now Moses interceded on behalf of the people 

and LORD relented and ultimately renewed 

His promise to be in their midst as they      

traveled to the land of Canaan. See Exodus 

33:14.

! This promise to be in their midst came by 

way of a covenant. God said, “… Behold, I 

make a covenant: before all thy people I will 

do marvels, such as have not been done in all 

the earth, nor in any nation: and all the peo-

ple among which thou art shall see the work 

of the LORD: for it is a terrible thing that I 

will do with thee” (Exodus 34:10). God         

reminds them of their obligations in keeping 

His law; especially emphasizing their            

obligations to serve and worship Him only. It 

is in this context that we note the expressions 

of service by the people in Chapter 35.

! Consider the response of the people. It is 

not a response based only upon fear, but it is a 

response from the heart. They were asked to 

bring, as free-will offering, their gold, silver, 

and fine linen. They brought ram’s skins, 
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badger skins, and shittim wood. They brought 

precious stones. Please note, though, their   

motivations for bringing these things to Moses 

“And they came, every one whose heart 

stirred him up, and every one whom his 

spirit made willing, and they brought the 

LORD'S offering to the work of the             

tabernacle of the congregation, and for all 

his service, and for the holy garments. And 

they came, both men and women, as many as 

were willing hearted, and brought bracelets, 

and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all      

jewels of gold: and every man that offered 

offered an offering of gold unto the LORD. 

And every man, with whom was found blue, 

and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and 

goats' hair, and red skins of rams, and     

badgers' skins, brought them. Every one that 

did offer an offering of silver and brass 

brought the LORD'S offering: and every 

man, with whom was found shittim wood 

for any work of the service, brought it. And 

all the women that were wise hearted did 

spin with their hands, and brought that 

which they had spun, both of blue, and of 

purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen. And 

all the women whose heart stirred them up 

in wisdom spun goats' hair. And the rulers 

brought onyx stones, and stones to be set, for 

the ephod, and for the breastplate; And 

spice, and oil for the light, and for the  

anointing oil, and for the sweet incense. The 

children of Israel brought a willing offering 

unto the LORD, every man and woman, 

whose heart made them willing to bring for 

all manner of work, which the LORD had 

commanded to be made by the hand of 

Moses. (Exodus 35:21-29)

! Notice the phrases of emphasis in bold 

type. Insight is given as to their motives for 

bringing their offerings. They gave of their 

possessions willingly. They gave from their 

hearts. “The children of Israel brought a   

willing offering unto the LORD, every man 

and woman, whose heart made them willing 

to bring for all manner of work, which the 

LORD had commanded to be made by the 

hand of Moses” (Exodus 35:29). So great was 

the amount given, that Moses had to tell them 

to cease their bringing of these items. Is it that 

way with you? Is your heart stirred by the 

goodness and faithfulness of the LORD so that 

you willingly give of yourself to His service? 

He has promised to be in our midst to lead us 

as we travel to our own land of rest. 

He leadeth me o blessed thought O 

words with heavenly comfort fraught 

Where‘er I go, where’er I be Still tis 

God’s hand that leadeth me.

! We need not fear the LORD refusing to 

go with us. With the blessed thought of His    

leadership, let us not serve with drudgery or 

coldness; but rather let us, with hearts stirred 

by love and gratitude bring the offering of  

ourselves to HIM. Honor the LORD’s        

goodness to you and His promise to be with 

you by freely giving yourself to Him; not just 

for an hour or two each week, but every     

waking hour of every day. 
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WORDS LIKE 

THRUSTS OF 

A SWORD

BY:

BILL JONES

MEMBER OF THE

LANES PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

STILSON, GA



There is that speaketh like the piercings of a 

sword: but the tongue of the wise is health. 

Proverbs 12:18

! Some things people say to us remain 

clear in our mind for a lifetime. In elementary 

school, I had a friend named Chris. I don’t    

remember his last name, but I do remember it 

was German because the kids often heckled 

him about it. It was the early 1960’s, so World 

War II must have been recent enough that 

there was still some resentment of Germans.

! Chris and I were good friends and had a 

lot of fun together. Thankfully, I can say I 

didn’t participate in the heckling…except 

once. We were in the lunchroom, and some of 

the boys were going at it toward Chris. Trying 

to be “cool,” I joined in with a smart-aleck    

remark. As the words left my mouth, my heart 

sank to my stomach. Chris looked at me and 

said, “Not you too, Bill!” Those are the words 

that, even fifty years later, are still riveted in 

my mind. What a sick feeling that was.

! That could have ended our friendship, 

but I am grateful that with my apology, the 

passage of time, and my being very careful in 

what I said, we regained the level we had     

before the incident.

! Even at an elementary school age, you 

can learn a life lesson. I learned that what we 

say does matter ---it can help or hurt people 

--- and helping them is the better way to go.

! I wish I could say I never erred again, 

that I never allowed myself to be influenced 

by others or by pride or anger to speak a    

hurting word, but I can’t. I do hope, with 

those words in my mind and the Lord      

working in my heart, that there have been far 

fewer than there would have been otherwise.

! The Bible contains many warnings and 

commands about how we are to speak. God 

knows how easily we can let hurting words 

fly from our tongue. But, we can be thankful 

that He has given us the Holy Spirit and, if we 

follow His lead, our words can be helping 

words. And, that’s the better way to go.
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TRIUMPH OF 

FORBEARING 

LOVE

EDITOR’S NOTE:
 

(THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE IS AN EXCERPT FROM 
OTTO STOCKMAYER’S WORK, “DIVINE LOVE”. IT 
APPEARED IN ISSUE #159 OF THE FREE GRACE 

BROADCASTER. THE FREE GRACE BROADCASTER IS 
A PUBLICATION OF THE MOUNT ZION LIBRARY IN 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA.)



"God... gave him glory; so that your faith and 

hope might be in God, seeing ye have         

purified your souls in obedience to the truth 

unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love 

one another from the heart fervently"

1 Peter 1:21-22 

! The whole Christian life is an exercise of 

faith, that we may learn to walk, in every      

circumstance, as seeing Him who is invisible.

! The great failure in the history of Israel 

began when the people came to Samuel and 

said, "Make us a king to judge us like all the 

nations" — let us have a visible king. They got 

weary of waiting by faith in the Lord of hosts, 

who was ever ready to help His people when 

they humbled themselves, after He had     

humbled them. They grew weary, and desired 

a king whom they could see and who would 

lead their battles, without being obliged on 

their part to humble themselves before their 

God. "Let us have a king," they cried, "that we 

may be like all the nations, and that he may 

judge us and go out before us and fight our 

battles."

! And now also it is just these shameful   

desires of our wicked hearts which keep us 

from depending upon God for everything; 

these desires to have something, or someone, 

before our eyes upon which, or upon whom, 

we may lean for help in critical hours; 

whereas God sends critical hours on purpose 

that we may be thrown upon Him and give 

Him His right place in our daily life and work 

and conflict. If we have learned more deeply 

to trust our God and not to lean upon man or 

circumstances — if we have learned better 

than ever before to walk and serve as seeing 

Him who is invisible — I should like to bring 

before you another subject which is as deeply 

on my heart. It is that we may see the unseen, 

invisible Christ in our brother, in our sister. 

! In some recent meetings in Germany in 

which I was privileged to take part, the       

subject was, "Christ in you, the Hope of 

glory" (Col 1:27), Today it came to me that the     

Apostle does not say, Christ in us — in a way 

that is simply general — but, "Christ in you." 

He turns to his brethren who had been 

brought out from among the Gentiles through 

the living God, and to these he says, "Christ in 

you, the Hope of glory." 

! Let us stop and consider the form of the 

expression. Of course, so far as we are         

children of God, Christ is in us. We cannot be 

born of God without having Christ in us. 

Christ must indeed be formed in us (Gal 4:19), 

but at the very moment we are born again 

from above He is in us.

! Might it not be a very practical test, and a 

Biblical and Scriptural way of proving that 

Christ is in us, to get into the holy habit of    

always seeing Christ in our brother? Even if 

he were born again but yesterday, or only an 

hour ago, it is well for us at the very               

beginning of his Christian life to see in him, 

through faith, Christ abiding in his heart by 

the Spirit of God; a being of whom God —    
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — has taken     

possession. Let us learn to look at our brother 

as seeing in him the unseen Christ, and we 

shall help him in a mighty way to take heed 

that Christ may shine in his life. By this means 

he will become conscious of the holy ground 

on which he stands and moves and walks, by 

having become a Christian. We who have for 

years walked with Christ must help the babe, 

the child, to awake to his high calling as 

quickly as possible. By recognizing Christ in 

him, we shall help him to become conscious of 

the wonderful secret of his new life; and we 

must prove ourselves to be men in Christ by 

not stopping short at what we see with our 

eyes and hear with our ears of the              

manifestations of the flesh which we may find 

in the young Christian. We must be able, 

through Divine love shed abroad in our hearts 

and free grace in our lives, to look beyond 

what is seen; we must love our brother 

through faith in God, that He may bring out 

the new creation in him in a beautiful way... 

more beautiful, it may be, than in our own 

lives. 

! And, further, instead of looking at our 

own progress in sanctification — measuring 

how far we have grown up in Christ — let us 

rather turn our attention to our young brother 

in whose life, perhaps, Christ is not clearly 

seen by the Church and the world: and by 

thus considering him and exercising Divine 

love, we shall help him to take his stand as 

one in whom Christ lives. 

! And let us never forget to put the shoes 

from off our feet when dealing thus with a 
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brother or a sister. It is holy ground — holy  

because we approach a being in whom Christ 

dwells unseen — and much may depend on 

the attitude we take towards him in helping to 

bring forth in our brother the features of Jesus 

Christ. 

! In those last days before His decease, the 

Greeks came to see Jesus (John 12:20-24), and 

He answered, You have indeed come at the 

right time. "The hour is come when the Son 

of Man shall be glorified." And how? By His  

sinking down, even into the earth. "Except a 

corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 

abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth forth 

much fruit." The life of love which the Lord 

lived was the only true life of love ever lived 

on earth. But for Him, there would be no life 

of love seen in the world—no fruit springing 

out of the corn of wheat which fell into the 

earth. The moment came in which the Son of 

Man should be glorified, and that glory—His 

fruit in them whose faith and hope would be 

in God—is unfeigned love of the brethren (I 

Peter 1:22).

! Too long we have expected things of our 

brethren, and so there have been                    

disappointment, grief, and pain...because our 

hopes and expectations have been in our  

brethren instead of in God. We have failed to 

look for the unseen Christ in them. And        

because we have seen the old nature still       

existing in the brethren, we have forgotten 

that they are also fruit of the corn of wheat 

which has fallen to the ground. On that         

account we must help them; and we can help 

them by putting our hope and faith for them 

in God in such a way that unfeigned love —  

or, as it might be translated — intense, fervent 

love may spring forth; because our life for the 

brethren no more depends upon their         

character, but upon Divine, heavenly glory.

! God gave Christ glory; and if Christ is in 

me, there must be glory to triumph over 

shame, over the spirit of judgment, over the 

flesh in my brother. I may see only the flesh, 

but when my hope — the crown of glory — 

and my faith rest in God, I can overlook what 

is not like Christ, and by seeing Him who is 

invisible, despite discouraging experiences 

with the brethren, I can endure and I can love. 

! The Incorruptible has power over the  

corruptible. By faith we overcome the old     

nature by the new nature given us by Jesus 

Christ. If the brother cannot let Christ's nature 

triumph over his own nature, let us older 

ones, who have known Christ so long, set him 

the example; and when he finds in us            

unquenchable love, even when we see little of 

Christ in him, it will help him to let Christ    

triumph over him.!

! "Seeing ye have purified your souls in 

obedience to the truth," you can now have 

faith and hope for your brother, so that Christ 

the Truth may have liberty in your hearts and 

lives to show forth His glory.     Unquench-

able, unfeigned love; love from a heart rooted 

in the love of God, grounded in Christ — the 

reigning, ruling Christ! Thus we are called to 
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love one another: "having been begotten 

again, not of corruptible seed."

! Do you feel paralyzed in your love by 

what you meet of the corruptible in your 

brother? Do you not perceive that what you 

see to be corruptible in your brother is         

allowed to come before you that you may   

triumph over it by the power of the              

incorruptible in you, and so that you may 

manifest love and faith and hope in God?

! Do you not understand these things? 

We have power to love — power to abstain 

from our own flesh, from being                    

provoked — because we have been begotten 

again by incorruptible seed, and we know it. 

But our young brother does not yet know 

this — he does not yet see the power he has 

in Christ; but we — who for ten, twenty, 

thirty years have known our Bible and the 

heart of God — we see and are being            

exercised not to stop short at the seen world, 

but through the continual exercise of faith to 

look deeper, even into the unseen. "Having 

been begotten again" and redeemed, not with 

corruptible things but with the precious 

blood of Christ; begotten, not of corruptible 

seed but of incorruptible; God's wonderful 
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power has created a new world within — a 

new way in which we cease to look to earthly 

things for happiness. It is the world of light, 

seen through the Word of God, which liveth 

and abideth. 

! Today you discover in your brother 

things from which you shrink, and which 

might have the effect of freezing your love to 

him; but you do not need to have these        

feelings. When the current approaches you, go 

back to the ground of your standing in Christ; 

the Word of God, which has power to keep 

you; Jesus the living Word; also, the written 

Word; and let what you have learned in this 

Holy Book go forth and prove its power in its 

moment of conflict, When some corruptible 

thing appears in your brother, which has the 

tendency to call forth that which is corruptible 

in you, go back to your regeneration in God; 

you, being born of the incorruptible, are to 

overcome evil by the glory of God. That is 

glory.

! "For all flesh is as grass, and all the 

glory thereof as the flower of the grass." Our 

love (to the brother) must not depend on the 

aspect and the sweetness of the flower — the 

lovely character which attracts our                 

admiration — all this is corruption. "The grass 

withereth, and the flower fadeth, but the 

Word of the Lord abideth." And whoever is 

begotten by this Word of God and has a new 

nature formed in him can stand the falling of 

the flower, the withering of the grass. 

! And if tomorrow you see in your brother 

things quite different from those to which you 

were accustomed, your love takes fresh power 

and springs forth to show your heavenly 

standing, proving that your faith and hope are 

in God. When your love grows cold, then you 

feed the flesh in your brother; but when the 

love of God in you can stand the test, you help 

forward the Divine Life in your brother.

! "This is the word of good tidings which 

was preached unto you. Putting away,     

therefore, all guile, all wickedness,               

hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil       

speakings... as new-born babes, long for the 

spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye 

may grow thereby unto salvation" (I Peter 

2:1). This salvation is a life of love, and he who 

loves his brother thus will cease from putting 

stumbling blocks in his way or being an        

occasion of his falling. "Love one another 

from a pure heart fervently." 
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A VIEW FROM THE SEVENTH FLOOR

From the window of my bedroom

High up on the seventh floor

I have a panoramic view over the treetops

That abuts Florida’s eastern shore. 

The awesome hues of summer

Sparkling in the morning mist

Reminds me that no human’s hand

Can create a scene like this

In pensive reflection I sit staring

Gazing out over this great expanse

I know a scene like this is only created

By The Master Painter’s hands

Anxiety is stilled within my mind

A strange new peace floods my breast

I am reminded one more time

That I have been so richly blessed

God gives us beauty to behold in our darkest hour

When troubles seem to litter our way

To remind us that He is still in His heaven

And keeps us in His scan every day

So don’t despair when trouble comes

And our outlook seems to dim

Keep your Faith strong in the Father

For we can always count on Him

- Thomas Payne -



NEWS FROM THE 
DENOMINATION



2016 Southern States Bible Conference

Six months and counting! If you haven’t already made plans to attend the 98th An-

nual Southern States Bible Conference, now is a great time to do so. Get it on your 

calendar, begin making plans and register now. Committees are hard at work and 

plans for the Conference are moving forward.

More details about the Conference will be available as plans are finalized.

We look forward to seeing you at Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island, GA, in 

July. God Bless, 

R.L. Akins

Conference Chairman

rufusakins@gmail.com

(912) 682-8188

(Registration Form & Information)
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Preacher’s Wives Meeting

Greetings to all Preachers' Wives and 

Widows and all Licentiates' Wives! It is 

time for us to begin preparing for our 

meeting March 15-17, 2016. We are  

looking forward to seeing all of you then. 

I encourage all of you to join us for this 

wonderful time of fellowship. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THEN.

-------------------------------------------------------

Progressive Primitive Baptist Library 
and Archives

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator 

8 South Zetterower Ave.

Statesboro, GA 30458

(912)-489-5762

Lighthouse Radio Bible study 
(An outreach ministry of 

Primitive Baptist Churches)

Visit our Website: 

www.lighthousebiblestudy.org

Station Listings

Sermon Downloads

Ministry Information

Your support is greatly needed: 

(prayers, financial, listening, etc.)

Donations can be sent to:

Lighthouse Radio Bible Study

P.O. Box 1317 

Baxley, Georgia 31515
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NEWS FROM THE 
CHURCHES



Lake Chapel Church 

Patterson, Georgia

Greetings from Lake Chapel! Hope all had a 
Merry Christmas and are looking forward to 
serving Our Lord in the New Year. Our annual 
meeting will begin February 18-20, Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday night. And will conclude 
with Homecoming on Sunday morning.      
Evening services will be each night at 7:00 pm. 
Our guest minister for the night services will 
be Elder David Summerford of Beards Creek 
Church in Glennville, Ga. We invite all to 
come and join us in worship. Please be in 
prayer for these services.

-------------------------------------------------------------

Northside Church

Roswell, GA

Randal Dillard Ordained as Deacon 

(This report is an abridged account taken from the 
minutes of the Ordination Service written by 
Brother Mark Mobley) 

On January 2, 2016 at 10AM a service was 
held at the Northside Primitive Baptist 
Church, Marietta, GA for the ordination of 
Brother Randall Dillard to the office of deacon. 
After the welcome from Northside Pastor, 
Elder Jason Solomon, the church was called 
into Conference and a Presbytery was formed. 
The Presbytery consisted of Elders Jason    
Solomon, Pat McCoy, Kurt Bacon, Jim Cason, 
and Deacons Lyndon Harris, Darryl Harris, 
Bob Kiser, Donald Weatherford, Michael S. 
Farr, E. Gene Dillard, Clay Coburn, and Mark 
Mobley. Elder Kurt Bacon offered the             
Ordination Prayer. Elder Jason Solomon gave 
the charge to both Bro. Randall and to the 

church. After the charge was given, Deacon 
Randall Dillard was presented to the church. 
The presbytery was dissolved and the church 
motioned to accept the ordination. The right 
hand of fellowship was then extended to 
Brother Randall and Sister Kathy followed by 
the benediction given by Elder Solomon.      
Fellowship and lunch followed in the dining 
hall. 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Grace Chapel Church

Meridianville, AL

Brother Robert Price Ordained as Deacon

(Report is an abridged account taken from the min-
utes of the Ordination Service written by Elder 
Greg Philips)

Grace Chapel Primitive Baptist Church met on 
Friday, December 11, 2015, to ordain Brother 
Robert D. Price to the office of deacon. Elder 
Aaron Beaty, pastor of Grace Chapel called for 
the formation of a presbytery. The presbytery 
consisted of Elders Aaron Beaty, Selba Beaty, 
Jim McGill, Greg Phillips, and Lee Price and 
Deacons Audie Craig, Jackie Phillips, David 
Wheeler, and Kent Smith. Elder Aaron Beaty 
was elected moderator of the Presbytery. Elder 
Greg Phillips was elected clerk. The            
Presbytery chose Elder Greg Phillips to         
examine the candidate, Elder Lee Price to give 
the charge to the candidate, Elder Aaron Beaty 
to charge the church, and Elder Selba Beaty to 
lead the ordination prayer. Upon the             
dissolution of the Presbytery and the             
adjournment of Conference, Deacon Price was 
given the right hand of fellowship by the     
Elders, Deacons, and congregation. Elder 
Beaty then presented Brother Price with a    
certificate of ordination. 
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Available For Supply
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Elder Richard Davis

104 Spring House Drive

Savannah, Ga 31419

Phone: 912-927-1233

Cell: 912-657-1568

Available 1st, 3rd, Sundays

Lic. Andrew Tucker

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays

andrew_tucker@ymail.com

Cell: (912)-687-1125

Elder John L. Tillman

756 So. 3rd St.

Jesup, GA. 31545

(912)-427-9029

elderjohnl@bellsouth.net

Elder Tommy McGee

259 Marvin Findley Rd.

Collins, GA. 30421

Home: (912)-684-2572

Cell: (912)-282-8075
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FROM CHARLES SPURGEON’S 
MORNING AND EVENING 

DEVOTIONS

“I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, 

and the praises of the Lord, according to all

that the Lord hath bestowed on us.”

Isaiah 63:7

And canst thou not do this? Are there no mercies which thou hast 

experienced? What though thou art gloomy now, canst thou forget that 

blessed hour when Jesus met thee, and said, “Come unto me”? Canst thou 

not remember that rapturous moment when he snapped thy fetters, 

dashed thy chains to the earth, and said, “I came to break thy bonds and 

set thee free”? Or if the love of thine espousals be forgotten, there must 

surely be some precious milestone along the road of life not quite grown 

over with moss, on which thou canst read a happy memorial of his mercy 

towards thee? What, didst thou never have a sickness like that which thou 

art suffering now, and did he not restore thee? Wert thou never poor 

before, and did he not supply thy wants? Wast thou never in straits before, 

and did he not deliver thee? Arise, go to the river of thine experience, and 

pull up a few bulrushes, and plait them into an ark, wherein thine infant- 

faith may float safely on the stream. Forget not what thy God has done for 

thee; turn over the book of thy remembrance, and consider the days of old. 

Canst thou not remember the hill Mizar? Did the Lord never meet with 

thee at Hermon? Hast thou never climbed the Delectable Mountains? Hast 

thou never been helped in time of need? Nay, I know thou hast. Go back, 

then, a little way to the choice mercies of yesterday, and though all may be 

dark now, light up the lamps of the past, they shall glitter through the 

darkness, and thou shalt trust in the Lord till the day break and the 

shadows flee away. “Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy 

lovingkindnesses, for they have been ever of old.”



MEMORIAL FOR 
ELDER HOWARD COX

Elder Howard Cox, 88, passed away on November 2, 2015 at the Ogeechee Area 
Hospice Facility in Statesboro, Georgia. He is survived by his wife of 49 years, 

JoAnn Cartee Cox; two daughters, Elizabeth Cox Moxley and Rebecca Cox 
Robinson (Sam); and two grandchildren, Savannah Moxley and Noah Robinson. 

He was born on November 25, 1927 and was a lifelong resident of Bulloch County. 
He served in the United States Navy for two years. He attended Abraham Baldwin 

Agricultural College, Tifton, Georgia, and he was a graduate of the University of 
Georgia.

We are saddened by the loss of this dear brother and faithful servant of Jesus 
Christ. He was a great friend to so many of us and an able pastor. His ministry was 
a great blessing to a so many of our people in his community and in the churches 

he served over a period of more than 50 years. The funeral was held at the 
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church on November 5, 2015 with Elder Randy Waters 
and Elder Emerson Proctor conducting the service. He was buried in the East Side 

Cemetery, Statesboro, Georgia.

Elder Cox was ordained to the ministry on August 5, 1957, and he served the 
following churches: Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Upper Black Creek Primitive 

Baptist Church, Upper Lotts Creek Primitive Baptist Church, Bethel Primitive 
Baptist Church and Swainsboro Primitive Baptist Church. He also served as 

Chaplain at the Bethany Home in Millen, Georgia for more than 50 years.

We are truly thankful for the life and ministry of Elder Howard Cox, and he will be 
greatly missed by all of those who knew him. We do ask the Lord's richest blessings 

upon his family and that He will sustain and bless them in the days to come.



OBITUARIES

BOWEN, Bobbie Faye Bazemore -

December 15, 1926 to December 27, 2015.

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

COX, Howard [Elder] -

November 25, 1927 to November 2, 2015.

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

MCELVEEN, Joe Ann Stanford -

August 16, 1937 to January 4, 2016.

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

MOORE, Betty Ann - 

April 21, 1936 to December 20, 2015.

(Sister Betty was the wife of Elder Spencer Moore)

For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For 

whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die 

unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 

For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he 

might be Lord both of the dead and living. 

Romans 14:7-9



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to 

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated       

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,

inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons 

in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is ,

sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will, 

and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,

and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,

and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 

Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the 

Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We 

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by 

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the 

Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the 

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and 

fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body 

reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment 

in hell forever.


