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The Journey To Bethlehem
Luke 2:1-20

Elder Patrick McCoy
Contributing Editor




Introduction

If you have your Bibles, please turn to Luke chapter 2.

It was in 1865 that the very famous author and pastor and hymn-writer,
Philip Brooks, went to the Holy Land. And he was in Jerusalem, and he traveled
by horseback on Christmas Eve the short two miles to the little town outside of
Jerusalem called Bethlehem. And he gathered with other Christians at the Church
of the Nativity, which is the traditional site of where Christ was born. And they
had singing and worship for hours and hours and hours. It was a very moving
experience. Sometime later, he wrote a song based on that time in Bethlehem, the
song that we sing today, O, little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie.

The trip for Mary and Joseph required a long journey. In fact, the journey
from Nazareth to Bethlehem was about 90 miles, which would take about 8 to 10
days ... maybe even longer when one of the travelers was nine-months pregnant.

Today I want us to note three things about the Journey to Bethlehem.

1.THE REASON FOR THE JOURNEY
2. THE ROUTE FOR THE JOURNEY
3. THE RESULT OF THE JOURNEY

(1) The Reason For The Journey
Luke 2:1-3 tells the Reason for the Journey:
(1) And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. (2) This census first took
place while Quirinius was governing Syria. (3) So all went to be registered,

everyone to his own city.

It’s sounds very matter-of-fact ... but that’s NOT how it would have felt to
Mary and Joseph. In Mary’s ninth month of pregnancy, Roman soldiers arrived



in Nazareth to announce that the emperor had commanded a census. Everyone
had to travel to the town where their family owned property so Rome could levy
property taxes. Joseph’s family property was located in Bethlehem, so that is
where he and Mary had to go.

To Mary and Joseph, this was just one more example of Roman oppression
and it messed up all their plans. Mary probably had a mid-wife she was familiar
with there in Nazareth. She surely hoped to give birth surrounded by family and
friends. Now, in the very last month, she was forced to make a trip that would be

dangerous, costly, and uncomfortable at best.

We aren’t told how Mary felt, but it would be normal for Mary to think
something like this: “What is going on here? The Angel appeared to me months
ago, and I know this baby will be nothing less than the Messiah! But now
everything is going wrong. At the worst possible time I have to head off on this
dangerous trip! What is God doing?”

Have you ever felt that way about what God 1s doing? Have you ever been
so disappointed or afraid that all you could do was cry out, “What is God doing?”
You were hoping for a promotion, but instead you get laid off. You prayed for
healing, but the sickness got worse. You thought you had found a great

relationship, but now you’ve been left all alone.

When we look at the circumstances of life, we often wonder, “What 1s God
doing?” The problem is that we are looking at circumstances. We are looking at
what we can SEE with our physical eyes. The truth is that reality is so much more
than what is visible to the human eye. What we CAN’T see is actually the most

important reality of all.

Hebrews 11:1 explains that faith is the evidence of things NOT SEEN. And
2 Corinthians 5:7 says, We walk by faith, not by sight.



I believe that is the way Mary and Joseph walked that road to Bethlehem.
They walked by FAITH, not by SIGHT. They saw far beyond the dusty road
because they looked with the eyes of faith. Mary and Joseph knew that God was
at work behind the scenes, bringing the fulfillment of prophecy: Micah 5:2 “"But
you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah,
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose
goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.”

(2) The Route For The Journey

Nothing is said about the long journey, but the most direct route Mary and
Joseph might have taken went through Samaria, on a route that is called “The
Way of the Patriarchs.” It has that name because so much of the history of the
Old Testament took place along that route.

For example, this was the route Abraham took when God promised to give
the land to Abraham and his descendants forever. Along this route was the place
where Jacob dreamed of Angels ascending and descending a ladder to Heaven.
Mary and Joseph would have stopped to drink from a well Jacob dug over a
thousand years before. They would have passed the place where Joseph was

buried and the place where Joshua fought the battle of Jericho.

This was also the road that Daniel traveled when he was led away into
Babylonian captivity. This was the route God’s people under Ezra, Nehemiah,
and Zerubbabel traveled when they returned from Babylon to their homeland to
rebuild the Temple.

Mary and Joseph were traveling a route that was rich with the history of
God’s people. But most people only saw a tired couple trudging along a dusty
road. The miracle was what was UNSEEN. How amazing to realize that God in
the flesh was actually traveling this “Road of the Patriarchs” as a baby not-yet
born.



The last leg of the route would have been the hardest of all. Jericho is the
lowest city on the globe, and Jerusalem and Bethlehem are situated right in the
top of the hills. From Jericho’s desert to Bethlehem 1s an uphill hike of 3,500 feet
for 30 miles. The beautiful Temple of Jehovah would have been visible in the far
distance for many miles. One writer said that he walked from Jericho to
Jerusalem and it took him 8 hours. So, for Mary and Joseph it would have taken

at least that long with stops for breaks along the way.

Every year people from all over the world traveled to visit the Jerusalem
Temple because this Temple was the dwelling place of God on earth. Anyone who
wanted to connect with God came to the Temple. People who wanted to give

thanks to God or to receive forgiveness from God had to travel to the Temple.

What the travelers could see with human eyes was a magnificent, white
structure representing God’s presence on earth. What was UNSEEN was the
future of that Temple. Just 70 years later, that magnificent building would lie in

shambles, completely demolished by the Roman army.

What was UNSEEN was that the baby Mary carried would make that
Temple obsolete. Only Mary and Joseph could have known that even then God’s
presence had already moved from the Temple to the body of a tiny pre-born baby.
The very presence of God had already come to dwell in human flesh. John 1:14 —
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Not long after
arriving in Bethlehem, the Word would be seen in the flesh. He would dwell
among us and people would behold His glory and the glory of the Father. The
angel spoke to Joseph and said as recorded in Matthew1:23 "BEHOLD, THE
VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY
SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which is translated, "God with us."
AND HERE HE IS, UNSEEN, TRAVELING ON THE ROAD FROM
JERICHO TO BETHLEHEM.

Thirty years later, Jesus told his disciples, “He who has seen Me has seen the



Father...” Then Jesus explained, speaking of the “the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you..” (John 14:9, 17).

While Jesus was on earth, God’s presence resided in Him for He was God.
After his death and resurrection, God took up residence — not in a Temple made
with hands — but in every believer. That’s why 1 Corinthians 6:19 says, “Do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God?” People no longer have to travel to Jerusalem in order to connect
with God. Because of Jesus, God has come to dwell with us and in us. But no one

could foresee all these things during the 10-day trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

(3) The Result Of The Journey

Luke 2:6-7 gives the Result of the Journey:

(6) So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to
be delivered. (7) And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him
in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room

for them in the inn.

- What was SEEN was an exhausted young couple, forced to take shelter in a

barn.

« What was SEEN was the birth of one more Jewish baby. One more head to
count in this Roman senses... this baby — born in less-than-ideal

circumstances to poverty-stricken parents who were far away from home.

« What was UNSEEN was that God had entered time and space.

« What was UNSEEN was that God had sent his only begotten son to earth so
that anyone who believes in Him would be saved. Mat 1:21 And she will



bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His

people from their sins."

The night Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph could not hear the Angels
singing “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"
Luke 2:14. They couldn’t see the wise men in a distant land following that distant
Star. That night while they were wrapping their new baby in swaddling clothes,

God was at work behind the scenes.

Soon the shepherds would arrive with their amazing story about a choir of
angels. The wise men would come later with valuable gifts. Joseph would be
warned in a dream and they would flee to Egypt in order to avoid a murderous
King. Later, Mary and Joseph would return to Nazareth — and the next 25 or so
years would be surprisingly normal and uneventful. We tend to focus on the years
when Jesus was teaching and healing and performing miracles. We forget that

before those years Jesus lived a quiet, normal small-town life.

As a boy, Jesus submitted to his parents and obeyed them. At 12 when Jesus
was left at the temple and his parents had to go back and get him, Luke 2:51 tells
us this — “Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject
to them.” As a young adult, Jesus apprenticed as a carpenter, and then worked to
help support his family. Matthew 13:55 — “Is this not the carpenter's son?” As far
as we know, the first 30 years were mostly mundane and ordinary — not so
different from our lives. But during those years, God was working behind the

scenes to set the stage for Jesus’ 3-year ministry.

If we can only see it, that’s the way life always is! It seems like our daily life
1s just that; daily. As far as what we can see, things just go along in a normal way
with nothing important happening. Maybe there is something you’ve been waiting

and praying about for years, but it seems like nothing’s happening.

We need to realize that what we see with our eyes is not the end of the story.

What we can SEE is not as important as what is UNSEEN. Even when we can’t



see it, we need to remember that behind the scenes God is always working.

Conclusion

When the circumstances you see around you look hopeless ... remember

that God 1s always working behind the scenes.

Remember Joseph and Mary’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Remember that the people who passed them on the road to Bethlehem saw only
worn out travelers; one of them heavy with child, plodding along on a forced

march because the oppressive Roman government demanded a census.

Remember that the people who passed Mary and Joseph on the road to
Bethlehem had no idea that they were walking past the Son of God! They had no
1dea God was doing his greatest work behind the scenes.

2 Corinthians 4:18 says, “While we do not look at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary,

but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

Remember that God is always working, whether seen or unseen.

No matter how bleak things may seem. No matter how dark the world may
look. God is working in the world. God is working in peoples lives. God is still on
His throne and he is reigning because He reigns in the hearts of His people. In the
same way that God was seen in Jesus when He came to this earth, God is now
seen in those who believe in Him and follow Him. John reminds us of this
wonderful truth. 1 John 4:4 — “You are of God, little children, and have overcome

them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”

What do you see and what does the world see in you?



The Consequences
Of Justification

Elder W. Craig DeLoach

Contributing Editor & Pastor of

Tifton Progressive Primitive Baptist Church




Introduction

The Apostle Paul’s letter to the church at Rome is, without question, his
most sterling effort at setting forth the doctrines of God, especially the doctrine of
justification by faith alone. As the apostle introduces himself and praises the
saints of Rome, he proceeds to give them the reason for his writing. First, he
thanks God through Christ “that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole
world” (Romans 1:8); second, that he has a tremendous desire to come by the will
of God to visit them personally, but he notes in verse 13 that his coming to them
had been hindered in his desire to visit them; third, that he “might impart unto
you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; That is, that I may be
comforted together with you by the mutual faith of both you and me” (vss. 11-12);
lastly, and most importantly, the apostle emphasizes his desire to “preach the
gospel to you that are in Rome also” (Romans 1:15).

This brings us to the focal point of the apostle’s message. I believe we can
hear the excitement in his voice as he describes why he is ready to preach the

gospel to the saints in Rome.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live by faith ( Romans 1:16-17).

At this point, we might expect the apostle to continue to expound on the
marvelous truth that God’s chosen people are justified by faith, but he does not.
He immediately turns his attention to a more depressing subject; the total
depravity of the human family and the dire consequences of that morbid

condition.
The Wrath Of God And The Unrighteousness Of Men

For the next two and a half chapters, the apostle concentrates on this matter



of depravity. He begins in Romans 1:18 with this frightening warning, which in

essence emphasizes the value and purpose of his gospel message:

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because
that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed
it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his

eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse: . ..” ( Romans
1:18-20).

Paul describes the horrendous practices of fallen man, both Gentile and
Jew, from chapters 1:18-3:20. Beginning in verse 10 of chapter 3, the apostle
asserts in part the following:

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one ( Romans 3:10-12, emphasis added ).

No one is excluded. This is known as a “universal negative,” and for any to
escape the wrath of God, there must be a “necessary exception.” Paul returns to

his amazing statement of the power of the gospel in Romans 3:21. There he states
emphatically,

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets, Even the righteousness of God which
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all that believe: for there is no
difference. . . . Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law ( Romans 3:21-22, 26 ).

Paul follows this statement of justification by faith without the deeds of the
law with two examples: Abraham and David. This is seen in chapter 4 (Read



verses 1-12). The most important statement he makes is found in verse 16 as he

states,

Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace, to the end the promise
might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law [the Jew],
but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham,; who is the father of us all,
... Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him,
but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised
up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offenses, and

was raised again for our justification ( Romans 4.16, 23-25 ).

The apostle has returned to the focus of his epistle in chapter 1:16-17, which
1s the central theme of his letter to the church at Rome. However, he now wants to

relate to his reader the blessings (consequences) of being justified by faith.

The Consequences Of Justification

As we turn our attention to chapter 5, it is important to notice that the
apostle begins his commentary with the word “Therefore.” There is much to take
into consideration here. Whenever we see a writer using the word “therefore,” he
has arrived at the conclusion to everything he has presented previously. Listen to

the apostle’s concluding thoughts on this section of his letter to Rome:

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. And not only
so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience; And patience, experience; and experience hope: And hope maketh
not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us (Romans 5:1-5).

The first consequence is that “we have peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ.” As members of the elect family of God, Jesus took the wrath of



God upon Himself in our stead. It is important to remember what we were before
God dealt with us in grace. Ephesians 2:2-3 describes our fallen nature perfectly

saying,

[1]n time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the

mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others ( Emphasis

added).

This passage directs our attention back to the apostle’s warning in Romans
1:18. It is there where he makes the following statement: “For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
hold the truth in unrighteousness.” For those of us who have the blessed
experience of God’s magnificent grace, our deserved judgment was placed upon

an innocent substitute, the only begotten Son of God. The Father now sees us as

righteous in Christ Jesus.
Notice Paul’s explanation of our new-found position in 2 Corinthians 5:19-21,

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them,; and hath committed unto us the word
of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to
God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we

might be made the righteousness of God in him.
The apostle has another way of presenting the same subject in Romans 5:9-11,
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from

wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved



by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

We were enemies, which means that we were at war with God. However, far
more significant is the reality that God was also at war with us. Paul emphasizes
that “we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.” Reconciliation is
tantamount to being at peace with the Father. We are reconciled to God, and He

1s reconciled to us.

There is one other aspect to this peace that is a consequence of justification.
In Romans 5:10, the apostle writes that “being reconciled, we shall be saved by his
life.” He has risen from the grave never to die again, and according to Hebrews
1:3, “when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.” It is an appropriate place for Him to be because in that
amazing position, “he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Emphasis
added; see also Romans 8:34). He is our Advocate always pleading our cause

before the Majesty on high.

In Isaiah 9:6 Jesus is called, among other things, the of Prince of Peace. He
not only has achieved positional and eternal peace for His people, but He also
gives us a day-by-day enduring peace. It is in John 14:27 where we see the Lord
comforting His disciples, saying, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”

This statement is extremely meaningful when we recognize that we “were
the enemies” of God. More significantly, God was at enmity with us; that is, He
was at war with us. Therefore, the peace that Christ gives is perceived in our

reconciliation to God and His reconciliation to us.

The second consequence of justification is that “we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand” (Romans 5:2). That is, we have access into the



presence of the Father. Hebrews 4:16 is clear as the apostle writes, “Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need.” There was a time when we did not have this
access to the Father; however, this special privilege is now granted to us by and
through Jesus Christ; the members of the family of God. Listen to the words of
Ephesians 2:4-5, “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved:) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: . ..” And where is Christ seated at this time?
Verse 3 of Hebrews 1 tells us that “when he had by himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; . ..” We, in a mystical sense, are
in the presence of the Almighty Creator of the heavens and the earth and all that
in them there is. It is faith alone in Christ alone that has achieved for us such a

wonderful privilege.

There is one further aspect to this concept of our access to the Father. Two
passages point us to this privilege, Revelation 4 and 1 Kings 7. In Revelation 4, we
notice two things about this throne of God. First, it is surrounded by a rainbow
signifying the covenant of grace. Second, it is said that “before the throne there
was a sea of glass like crystal: . ..” (Verse 6). In 1 Kings 7 we read the following:
“And he [Solomon] made a molten sea, ten cubits from one brim to the other: it
was round all about, and his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did
compass it round about” (Verse 23). This is part of the description of the massive
laver built by Solomon. The waters of the laver were constantly in motion due to
the priests’ washings to cleanse themselves before entering the tabernacles most
holy places. No longer are these washings necessary due to the work of Jesus
Christ. Ephesians 1:5 simplifies the thought saying, “He has made us accepted in
the beloved.” Thus, as is stated in Romans 5:2, By whom [Jesus] also we have

access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, . ..”

Paul continues his thoughts on the consequences of justification in Romans
5:2 stating “and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” The hope spoken of in

Scripture is not simply wishful thinking. We can wish for many things that will



never come to pass. The believer’s hope is an assurance that the promises of God are
certain. Paul wrote to Timothy, his son in the faith, expressing His confidence in the
promises of God, stating,

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Here in Romans 5:2 the apostle is rejoicing in his hope of future glory. The
ultimate outcome of his salvation is not in question. It is going to happen. Paul is not
speaking of the believer’s glorifying God by his works, nor is he speaking of the glory
that is an essential attribute of God. Paul is speaking about the glory that God will

bestow upon all His chosen, redeemed people. The apostle adequately expresses this as-
good-as-done hope in Romans 8:29-30,

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he

called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified
( Emphasis added).

The last consequence I wish to address is found in Romans 5:5 which reads in
part, “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
unto us.” The apostle is not speaking of our love for God; although that is factually
true. He is speaking of God’s love for us. This is a fact we know when we have been
engaged by the Divine initiative. That initiative that calls us out of darkness into His
marvelous light and makes us aware of our salvation in Jesus Christ. This love is
expressed fully in Romans 5:8 where the apostle writes, “But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Conclusion

Without enumerating each of the consequences of justification as set forth above, it
should be obvious to the reader that, as God’s elect and redeemed people, we are blessed

beyond our ability to even begin to comprehend the riches of His grace toward us.
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Christian Ethics - Lesson 4

The Christian and Justice —
Discerning or Judgmental

(Matthew 23:23)
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Introduction

Years ago, a British missionary asked the former Prime Minister of India,
Dr. Gandhi, if he would consider becoming a Christian. Gandhi said no. The
missionary asked why. Gandhi had seen how the so-called Christians in South
Africa had treated non whites. Gandhi, the English-educated man of non violence,
had experienced first hand ridicule, scorn and mistreatment at the hands of those
who went to church on Sunday and claimed to be Christians. Gandhi said “I like
your Jesus, I do not like your Christians, they are so unlike your Jesus.” Wasn’t
that a shame?

Jesus told his disciples “Ye shall be my witnesses to the uttermost parts of
the earth.” It is one thing to preach and tell people about Jesus but what people
need is to see Jesus in us, not just to hear about him. More damage has been done
by badly behaving Christians than anything else. It is said that the Body of Christ

1s the only army that shoots its wounded.

In Jesus’ day he confronted Jews behaving badly. Jesus confronted those
who considered themselves to be holy men and keepers of the very words of God.
Jesus was faced with a belief system that had become riddled with dead traditions
and misunderstandings and was depleted of mercy, a faith that had lost its way,

and a belief system without any milk of human kindness.

Jesus was grieved at their hypocrisy. Jesus was deeply saddened by their
behavior. Jesus words were carefully written by Matthew so that we here in the
21st century can see what the church is supposed to look like and what the church

1s not to look like. Jesus calls you and me to be like him.

In Matthew 23, in verses 1-4, Jesus exposes the Pharisees for tying up heavy
loads and putting them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to

lift a finger to move them.



In verses 5-12, Jesus exposes the Pharisees by telling them everything is done
for men to see. He said, you make wide your phylacteries. Pharisees wore hoods,
and on the forehead they had slates with scripture. These were called phylacteries.
To impress people, some would pay to have wider ones made so they would look
impressive.

The principle here is obvious. If you want to be a bad Christian serve in
order to be seen and admired.

In verse 13, Jesus exposes the Pharisees for something that must have really
broken his heart. “Ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” The principle
here is that if you want to be a bad Christian shut the door on people seeking
God’s grace.

Jesus exposed the Pharisees in verses 23-24 by saying, “... you have omitted
the weightier [matters] of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith”. Then Jesus said
something kind of humorous. “You strain at a gnat and swallow a camel!” Now
the principle here is, if you want to be a bad Christian make big deals out of small

matters and ignore important matters of faith.

John Wesley is quoted as saying, “In essentials unity, in non-essentials
liberality and in all things charity.” Jesus wants us to be like him. It takes
commitment; it takes knowing Christ; it takes time. To be like Jesus you have to
walk with him. It is not about religion; it is about relationship. As we grow in love
for God and neighbor then we will be like Jesus. We need to learn to love like

Jesus loves, to be unselfish, honest, humble and kind.

As we grow in these attributes of the Christian life, people will be able to see
Jesus in us and will be more likely to be open to us when we share with them what
Jesus has done for us. It is easy to be a bad Christian, because all we have to be is

religious.



Judgmental Or Discerning

Matthew 7:1-2
(1) Judge not, that ye be not judged. (2) For with what judgment ye judge,

ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to

you again.

Now what’s the difference in judging something and being judgmental
toward someone? Or the difference between judging and discerning? We all need
to be discerning in life without being judgmental but sometimes, it’s hard to
separate the two. In our text, Jesus teaches about the importance of being

discerning without being judgmental.

Let’s consider:
I. Discernment Of Self
I1. Discernment Of Evil
I1I. Discernment Of God

I. Discernment Of Self
Jesus is talking about being judgmental toward others. We're talking about
being harsh, critical, condemning, etc. Consider some areas, for example, where

we should not judge one another.

« We should not judge people’s motives. We can’t know why they do what they
do. Only the Lord knows this.

Take, for example, televangelist Benny Hinn. I am not a fan of his, but to
say that Benny Hinn preaches only for money is going beyond discernment. We
may think we know what’s in his heart, but only the Lord knows for sure.

- We should not judge the service of another believer.

Once there was a woman in a church that was always willing to sing a solo.

Her heart was in the right place, but it would have been easy for some to think,



“Well, that was a lousy song. Why does she even bother to sing?” It’s easy to
consider OUR service as being greater than someone else’s service and thereby put

them down.

- We should not judge outward appearances, because we all know that it is the

heart that counts.

Read 1 Samuel 16:7 and apply this principle to some everyday situations

you experience.

Hairstyle seems to be an issue many adults my age (from the 60’s) have a
hard time with. Because of the long-haired hippies and punk rockers we are prone
to judge every man or boy with long hair as a “hippie” or evil. I have a very dear
pastor friend who is even known as “hippie _ _ _ _ *“. But he’s not a hippie and

he’s definitely not evil.
I think it is our human nature to want to judge people. I think it is our
SINFUL human nature that wants to do this, but we are taught differently in

scripture.

Look at James 4:11-12. What a lesson for us. James’ words are very

powerful and plain.

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE TO JUDGE SOMEONE ELSE? By
judging others, we put ourselves in the role of God, and this is dangerous

territory.

Jesus says a lot to us in Matthew 7:3. Jesus is saying that we need to discern

ourselves or judge ourselves and not others. Often, when we point our finger at
someone else, we are far more guilty in our own lives of some kind of sinful

behavior.

Someone wrote, “Why is it that my dirt is never as dirty as your dirt, from

my perspective? My sin never seems as sinful as the sin of others either. And that


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2016%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204%3A11-12&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207%3A3&version=KJV

1s what Jesus is referring to. I have a log in my eye and find it quite easy to ignore,

but that speck in your eye is glaringly obvious.”

The point of what Jesus is saying is this: don’t judge others. You’ve got

more problems of your own without giving other people trouble!
Discussion:

Who do we generally tend to judge and why? Augustine prayed “O Lord,
deliver me from this lust of always vindicating myself.” Discuss some ways you
may “vindicate yourself” but be “judgmental of others.”

I1. Discernment Of Evil

Matthew 7:6
(6) Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you

do, they may trample them under their feet and then turn and tear you to

pieces.

The dogs and pigs of Jesus’ time were not quite what we think of today. As
someone said, “We’re not talking Lassie and Miss Piggy here!” For instance, dogs
weren’t the nice, domesticated puppies many of us have at home. The dogs of
Jesus’ day were wild, feeding on garbage and road kill. Dogs and pigs were viewed
with contempt. Pigs were considered unclean, and the ancient Jews were forbidden

to eat them. No self-respecting Jew would go anywhere near a pig.

What is Jesus talking about in this verse? He is talking about discerning evil
in life. There are some people who treat the gospel, and all things having to do

with God and Christ, with scorn and contempt.

We need to be discerning in life when it comes to spreading the good news
of Christ. Some people will not listen. And some people will even do worse than
not listen. Some will turn on you and attack you! Or abuse you! Or curse you!

However, don’t use this as an excuse not to witness for Christ.



III. Discernment Of God

In Matthew 7:7 we have great instruction. In this passage we need to think

in terms of discerning the character of God. Far too many people are way off base
when it comes to understanding God.

J. B. Phillips wrote the small book, “Your God is Too Small.” In the
chapter, GRAND OLD MAN, some Sunday School children were asked to write
down their ideas of God. Most wrote these words, “God is a very old gentleman
living in heaven.” Since God is viewed as being “old,” we equate that to having
little ability or power in life.

A group of mixed older students were asked some years ago, “Do you think
God understands radar?” Almost all the students said, “no.” That might be like
saying today, “Do you think God understands computers and smart bombs and
nuclear energy, etc?”

[1] - WHAT DO YOU THINK? I know what you should think.

George Muller was born in Prussia on September 27, 1805. His father was a
collector of taxes and George seemed to inherit his father’s ability with figures.
When Muller was converted to Christ he was impressed by the many recurring
statements of Jesus for us "to ask." At this point in Muller’s life, he and his wife
launched into a daring experiment. First, they gave away all their household
goods. The next step was even more daring: he refused all regular salary from the
small mission he had been serving. He then set out to establish an orphanage to
care for the homeless children of England.

The first home was dedicated in a rented building on April 21, 1836. Within
a matter of days, 43 orphans were being cared for. Muller and his co-workers

decided their experiment would be set up with the following guidelines:

[1] - No funds would ever be solicited.

[2] - No debts were ever to be incurred.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207%3A7&version=KJV

[3] - No money contributed for a specific purpose would ever be used for any
other purpose.

[4] - All accounts would be audited annually.

[5] - No ego-pandering by the publication of donor’s names.

[6] - No "names" of prominent people would be sought for the board or to
advertise the institution.

[7] - The success of the orphanage would be measured not by the numbers
served or by the amount of money taken in, but by God’s blessing on the
work, which Muller expected to be in direct proportion to the time spent
in prayer.

When the first building was constructed, Muller and his friends remained
true to their convictions. The public was amazed when a second building was
opened six months after the first. They kept concentrating on prayer and
eventually there were five new buildings, 110 workers, and 2,050 orphans being
cared for.

George Muller not only counted on God to provide, but he believed that
God would provide abundantly. For over 60 years Muller recorded every specific
prayer request and the results. Muller was responsible for the care of 9,500
orphans during his life. These children never went without a meal. Muller never
asked for help from anyone but God. $7,500,000 came to him over the course of

his life, and he vows it was all in answer to believing prayer.

Brothers and sisters, be discerning about God! We have a Heavenly Father
who loves us beyond human understanding and is willing to give to us when we
ask in humility.

Conclusion
One day Billy and Ruth Graham were driving through a long stretch of

road construction. They had numerous slowdowns, detours, and stops along the
way. Finally, they reached the end of all that difficulty, and smooth pavement



stretched out before them. This sign caught Ruth’s attention: "End of
construction. Thanks for your patience." She commented that those words would

be a fitting inscription on her tombstone someday.

Ruth Graham was very discerning and insightful, and I’'m sure she was
when it came to other matters in life. We all need to be more discerning and
insightful when it comes to life. And there is only one way to get the right insight
for life.

James 1:5
(5) If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God...

When we get our wisdom from the Lord we will be discerning in life, but not
judgmental. We will discern the good from the evil, but at the same time we will

leave all judgment to God.



Voices From The Past
“Christmas”

Elder J. Walter Hendricks
(1873-1962)




In all of our Christmas giving and celebrations in general, if we have in mind
the honor and glory of Christ, the sky is the limit. “Whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). “Be not drunk with wine, (or any other
intoxicant) wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in
the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:18-20).

As the blessed Christmas season approaches, we feel our hearts being
softened and tendered, our minds become more charitable, and our tongues are
tuned to holier and better things. We do not affirm this is true of all people alike;
but we do claim it to be true of God’s children in all Christian lands. Why is it
this? We ought to keep Jesus in our minds and hearts at all times, and this we
desire and endeavor to do; but when we think of his advent into the world, of His
leaving heaven’s glory and the immediate companionship of the Father and the
holy angels to come down to earth and live as a man in this old world of religious
bigotry and political rottenness and moral corruption, it seems to touch our hearts
very deeply. Oh dear Jesus, how could you bring yourself to do it? Let me put
these words into His blessed mouth: “I covenanted with my Father and with the
cooperation of the Holy Spirit to come to earth and make the supreme sacrifice on
the cross of Calvary that my people might be delivered from the power and
condemnation of sin and spend eternity with me and the Father in heaven. I gave
up my own will to do that will of my Father that all that Father had given me
might be saved with an everlasting salvation, world without end. I knew in
advance of the same and humiliation I should have to suffer, of the persecution
and cruel misunderstanding; I knew that they would mock me and spit on me
down there in the world; that they would smite me on the face, that they would
plait a crown of thorns and press it down upon my brow and mock me with
raillery, that they would take me out on the lonely old hill and nail me to the
rugged tree of the cross and let me hang there to die; yes, I knew it all, but I loved
my people so much, even with an everlasting love, that I was glad and willing to
come and make the sacrifice.” This is not making Him say too much, is it? Do not

the facts fully sustain me in this position?



If then, I can keep these facts in my mind and upon my heart, if I can believe
that Jesus did do all this and do it for me as one of His little ones, surely, I can
observe and celebrate the Christmas season in the Spirit of the blessed Christ. Is it
proper, then, to give Christmas presents? Most assuredly, if we have it in mind to
honor Jesus the Christ. May I have a great big Christmas dinner on that happy
day? Yes, if you are thinking about Christ and have some of His humble poor to
share it with you. May I have an eggnog and make merry with my friends? No,
the Scriptures forbid it. You could not do it with the honor and glory of Christ in
mind. I feel sure that many of God’s little Children will indulge in such a practice
and excuse themselves on the grounds that they do it only once a year; but it is
wrong, it tends to revelry and ungodliness and is not in keeping with the Christian
way of life. May I call on my friends and neighbors in rotation knowing that they
will serve wine on that blessed day and drink with them? No, the Scriptures forbid
it. Suppose you call on some shut-in and take along some of your big dinner.
Jesus would approve that. Can you figure out the rest of it? Then I leave it with

you to do so. Merry Christmas.

This article is taken from the December 1947 issue of The Banner Herald. It was written
by Elder J. Walter Hendricks. He was the editor of the Banner Herald. This issue, as well as
many other issues of the Banner Herald are housed at the Primitive Baptist Library and

Archives. It 1s interesting how he addressed the social issues of his times.

If you are interested in learning more about the work of the Progressive Primitive Baptist
Library and Archives, here is a an excerpt from the Primitive Baptist Foundation Website

concerning its work:

The PB Library and Archives has an independent Board of Trustees and is
affiliated with the Foundation. It is funded jointly by direct donations and
by the Foundation, which maintains a restricted fund to support its
operations as needed. It is permanently located on property of the
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church. A Large and increasing volume of
valuable historical and current material related to our churches, church
leaders, and denomination is cataloged and preserved there. Retiring
ministers and others often donate their personal libraries. Churches are
strongly encouraged to provide historical documents, including minutes.

Elder Emerson Proctor is Curator. (Source)


https://www.progressivepb.org/about-us.html

Finding Joy
In Christmas

Elder Matt Yawn
Pastor of Culloden Primitive Baptist Church
Culloden, GA



For many believers, including myself, Christmas has always been a happy
season. A joyful time filled with worship, spending time with family, beautiful
decorations, lights, pleasant memories and lots of great food! Personally, I always
remember how my mother would prepare a tremendous dinner of fried chicken
and chocolate cake, my favorite foods. She and my father would try their best to
make it a special time because Christmas Day was also my birthday. Precious

Memories! How they linger!

Yet, as we grow older, it often becomes difficult to approach this season
with the same happiness. We experience the loss of loved ones, or are weighed
down and burdened by the many struggles of life. Our circumstances change.
Sometimes, those precious memories sting. It becomes important that we remind
ourselves and others why we celebrate and set our minds on heavenly truths and

divine promises.

Christmas is a season in which we celebrate the Nativity and Incarnation of
our Lord. It is a time to spotlight these essential, non-negotiable truths with an
attitude of reflective contemplation, thanksgiving and reverential worship. It is
also right to approach this time with glad and grateful hearts, because the birth of
Christ is truly a message of “good tidings and great joy.”(Luke 2:10) It brings
tears to my eyes when I consider that our Lord, the Eternal Son of God, humbled
himself and willingly “took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men.”(Phil 2:7-8) Jesus came purposely into this broken world, driven
by a deep love for us, to “save his people from their sins.” (Matt 1:21) May we
never neglect to remember that these teachings are deeply embedded in the Gospel
message and should be affirmed, proclaimed and celebrated throughout the year.
It is a message of hope for God’s people and a testimony of the faithfully fulfilled
promises of the Most High. This is why we can sing Joy to the World even in the

midst of sorrow!

Throughout the divinely inspired writings of the Old Testament, we find
innumerable promises concerning Christ: His work of redemption, His sufferings

on our behalf, His Eternal Nature, His Deity, and His miraculous virgin birth.



Some are explicit and direct, while others are given to us in foreshadows, types
and symbols. These prophecies of the coming Messiah, the Anointed One, all
point to and are fulfilled in Jesus!

For instance, Christ’s miraculous Birth and the Incarnation were spoken of
and foretold hundreds of years beforehand by Micah and Isaiah. These two
prophets were contemporaries, with ministries that overlapped during the Eighth
Century B.C. Did they know each other? We simply do not know. Yet, their
messages complimented each other in proclaiming the birth and divine nature of
the coming Messiah. Isaiah penned “Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call His name Immauel” (God with us). (Isaiah 7: 14) He also wrote
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
Mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) Coupled
with that, Micah also prophesied where he was precisely to be born: “But thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of thee shall come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth

have been from of old, from everlasting.” (Micah 5:2)

The wonderful, joyful promises of Christ’s Birth and Incarnation were
fulfilled when the “Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” (John
1:14) Here, Jesus is referred to as the Logos or eternal, divine, living, Word, active
in the creation of all things (John 1:3). Before penning these words, John begins
his Gospel with “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” (Johnl1:1) This reveals the profound mystery of the
Trinity-One God, Three Persons. Jesus, the Living Word, is co-equal and co-
cternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, deserving of praise and worship. Yet,
our Lord, the Unique Son of God, humbled Himself and “was made flesh” and
“dwelt among us”, as foreshadowed or typified when God tabernacled and dwelt
among His people in the wilderness by means of the sanctuary. (Ex. 25:8) This is
wonderfully summarized by Charles Wesley in Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,
“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’ incarnate Deity, pleased as man with

man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!” This is truly joyful, wonderful news!



Yet, while many Christians are in a festive mood, let us never fail to
remember those who are hurting or overwhelmed with grief, sorrow or need
during this time of the year. As Charles Dickens wrote in A Christmas Carol, “it is
a time, of all others, when want is keenly felt, and abundance rejoices.” Dickens
was imperfect and rather eccentric, but he was nevertheless a believer and
understood from personal experience how it felt to suffer in neglect while other
Christians were making merry. Some are remembering loved ones they have lost,
struggling with financial burdens or simply alone. Again, these sorrows seem to be
more sharply felt during the Christmas Season. What better way can we express
our faith in Jesus and celebrate His birth than to reach out to these precious souls
and let them know they are not forgotten? Remember it behooves us to “weep
with them that weep”, showing love, empathy and grace to our brothers and
sisters in the Lord. (Romans 12:15) Merry Christmas!



STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of The Banner-
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of
Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired
and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

« We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and
coexistent.

« We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s
faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and
ruined estate.

. We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the
elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that
Salvation is by His grace alone.

« We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church
of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is
immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an
example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a
presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised,
changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven
forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body
reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.



