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Knowing God By 
Bearing Fruit

By:
Brother Bill Jones

(Bill Jones is a member & deacon of Lanes Church in Stilson, GA)



 Some will notice the title is not “Bearing fruit 
because we know God,” so to avoid getting 
sidetracked with that, we can start with the fact that 
we won’t bear any godly fruit unless our heart has 
been changed and the Holy Spirit dwells within us. 
Also, to avoid confusion, I’ll be using the terms 
“bearing fruit,” “good works” and “service” 
interchangeably.

 I took this article’s title from Part 7, of John 
Piper’s “Look at the Book” session on Colossians 
1:9-12. I greatly encourage you to view that short 
video to get his excellent exposition on this 
subject. 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/knowing-god-by
-bearing-fruit)

 When I saw the title of the video earlier this 
year, I got kind of excited because that’s the 
direction my thinking has gone in the past several 
years. My thinking was founded Biblically with 
verses on good works like Matthew 5:16 – “In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father, who is in heaven.” But I couldn’t 
expand it to explain the joy and great blessing and 
sense of awe we get when we do good works.

 I got a hint of where to take that a few years 
ago from a comment J. I. Packer made about his 
book “Knowing God”: “But one defect that I do 
see (in this book). In addressing my readers as 
individuals, trying as best I can to single them out 
and search their hearts before God, I fail to show 
that it is only as one gives oneself in human 
relationships, in the home, in friendships, with 
neighbors, as members of Christian groups and 
teams—in relationships that go sometimes right 
and sometimes wrong, as all our relationships do—
that experiential knowledge (meaning knowledge 

resulting from experience) of God becomes real 
and deep.”

 The statement that “it is only as one gives 
oneself in human relationships…that experiential 
knowledge of God becomes real and deep” was the 
direction I was going. And, as John Piper said in 
the video mentioned above: “…think about it. 
There’s book learning about God, there’s Bible 
learning about God, and then there’s real live 
obedience to God in which He is at work in you, 
and you watch Him, you feel Him, and you see 
Him working in your life, and when somebody 
works in your life to change you, you know Him in 
ways you couldn’t know Him any other way…
because bearing fruit is the means by which we go 
deeper in our knowledge of the Lord as the one 
that is at work in our lives.”

 So, the joy and great blessing and sense of 
awe we get when we do good works all come from 
God working in us and teaching us more about 
Himself, and us then having a deeper knowledge of 
His perfect love and greatness.

 That realization, given in John Piper’s 
Biblical exposition in the video, along with J. I. 
Packer’s comment, take good works / bearing fruit 
out of the “they’re good things to do to glorify 
God, so work them in when you can” category and 
make good works / bearing fruit a critical part of 
discipleship. I believe they have to become 
intentional “must do’s” if we want to truly know 
God better and glorify Him. We must do good 
works if we truly desire to be discipled and to be 
transformed to be more like Jesus.

 And, along that line of thought, churches that 
have considered what should be in their process of 
discipleship have typically included service / good 
works along with other parts like hearing the 
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preaching of the Word, being in a Bible Study / 
Small group, and having/making opportunities for 
one-on-one mentoring. Service/good works is 
included for the reason given above, to know God 
deeper, but also because it’s key to building 
relationships that God can use to fulfill the mission 
of the church (more on that farther down).

 As children of God, we are told many times 
in the Bible to do good works and bear fruit. And 
the pinnacle of that is Ephesians 2:10 that states we 
are in fact “..created in Christ Jesus for good 
works..” As has been shown above, one purpose of 
doing good works is to know God more deeply and 
become more like Jesus (Colossians 1:10 – “so as 
to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to Him; bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God.”) Other 
purposes shown are to magnify God by revealing 
his glory and goodness to others (Matthew 5:16 
“..that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father..”), to literally make where we 
are – at home, in the neighborhood, and in the 
community – a better place to live by the Holy 
Spirit’s presence and His working within and 
through us (Matthew 5:13-14 “You are the salt of 
the earth…. You are the light of the world…”), to 
lift up the weak and downtrodden (James 1:27 “…
visit orphans and widows in their afflictions…”).

 All of those reasons, and more, to do good 
works are wonderful and if God chooses that a 
particular effort is to stand on its own for one of 
those reasons, His purpose has been fulfilled.

 But also, as mentioned earlier, God uses our 
good works in critical support of the mission of the 
church. Because, even as critical and commanded 
as they are in our life as a Christian and as the 
church, doing good works is not the mission of the 

church. Our mission, through the Holy Spirit’s 
power, is to bring people to know Jesus Christ.

 And for that, we hope and pray that the Lord 
will expand the results of our good works and 
make them the beginning or strengthening of a 
relationship with another person, in this case 
speaking particularly of those who don’t already 
know Jesus. And at some point in the relationship, 
hopefully, the Spirit will move them to ask us 
“why are you so hopeful all the time?” and we can 
tell them about Jesus. Or hopefully the Spirit will 
give us the opportunity to ask, “can I tell you about 
Jesus and what He has done for me?” or “would 
you like to visit our church – I’ll be glad to give 
you a ride?”

 For many years in the history of the church, 
and especially in these contentious and conflicting 
times, those one-on-one relationships are the 
principal means the Lord has used to bring about 
fruitful Gospel conversations and invitations to 
those who don’t know Jesus yet. And we can 
readily observe in life that many of those 
relationships are begun and strengthened by our 
good works. So, to that end, we must be intentional 
every day in doing those good works. And we can 
rely on what Jesus said, that giving someone even 
a cup of cold water in His name will not be wasted.

Considering service as a critical part of  
discipleship, we as individual Christians can start 
with the foundation of good works by living under 
the control of the Holy Spirit and showing in our 
life what’s called the fruit of the Spirit (See 
Galatians 5:22-25.) We can pursue opportunities, 
large and small, inside and outside the church to do 
those good works and bear fruit. We can encourage 
others in the church to do the same.
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A Few Thoughts On
Good Works As A Part

Of Discipleship

By:
John Piper

Don’t Waste Your Life



 As a church, we should be equipping the 
saints for the ministry of service. We should preach 
and teach that service (good works and bearing 
fruit) is a part of discipleship and is an expectation 
for the church and an expectation by the church for 
individuals (all from Jesus’ expectations and 
commandments). The church can go into the 
community and find opportunities for its members 
to serve – in schools, in nonprofits, with other 
churches, with groups that are already involved in 
service, etc. (It’s been said “go find where the Holy 
Spirit is already working and join in.”)

 The church must be intentional (particularly 
because service is a part of discipleship) in 
organizing the efforts, having someone responsible 
for leading them, regularly praying for them, and 
celebrating the good things God is doing.

 This is also relevant as a part of the needs of 
those churches who are stagnant, declining or 
struggling and wish to be renewed by the Spirit. 

While large projects or plans may not be possible, 
and aren’t really necessary, finding smaller actions 
to do to serve others in the community allows us to 
know Jesus more, as everything above has said, 
and feel once again His working through us for 
others. (And of course, much, much prayer is 
needed in this and all the other parts of the renewal 
of a church by the Spirit.)

 And, in order for us to keep in mind how 
good works support the church’s mission: “But 
now I want to say that speaking the good news of 
Christ is part of why God put you “where you are.” 
He has woven you into the fabric of others’ lives so 
that you will tell them the Gospel.”
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Comfort In Uncertainty
A Report From The Recent

Ukrainian Mission Trip

By:
Elder Dean Robbins



 The title for this article can only make sense 
when one has complete trust in God’s absolute 
Sovereignty. For in the natural realm, being in a 
state of comfort is antithetical when being 
uncertain about what the future may hold. The 
Disciples of Jesus, in the carrying out of the Great 
Commission, were able to go in confidence 
realizing they went not in their own strength or 
power, but they went knowing that the One who 
was sending them out to be his witnesses had all 
power or authority given to him by God, the Father 
(Matthew 28:18). In addition, they went having the 
promise of Jesus, who had said to them, “I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matthew 28:20). The uncertainty of the future 
belongs only in the minds of human beings. There 
is no uncertainty about the future when it comes to 
God and his plans for his people.

 Elders Pat McCoy, Kurt Bacon and I traveled 
to the Ukraine recently, trusting in God’s presence 
with us and His plans for us and His plans for 
those ministries that DMI is currently supporting. 
Since the war breaking out in Ukraine, we’ve had 
to alter our plans for traveling. On this recent trip, 
we had to take a bus from Kraków Poland to cross 
the border into Ukraine. We didn’t know what to 
expect in terms of getting into the Ukraine. But 
what we did know is that God was in control. What 
we expected was for His presence to be with us. 
So, we were comforted.

 We had a wonderful trip. We met with some 
wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ. Among 
those we met, were Pastor Sergei Datsko, Pastor 
Maxim Mamakin and also some servants of God 
ministering to special needs children at the Happy 
Home Children’s orphanage. These Pastors and the 
Happy Home Ministry are the ministries that we 
are planning to support in the coming year. Below, 

you will see the 2024 budget recently approved by 
the DMI Board. This amount of support is based 
upon the recent contributions given since the war 
began in February of 2022. There has been a 
tremendous outpouring of support from our 
supporting churches for which we are most 
grateful. Those ministries we met with expressed 
their gratitude for all the support given in the past 
year. We ask for your continuing prayers and 
financial support for the coming year. If any 
church would be interested in having members of 
the Board to come and give a more detailed report 
of the ministry of DMI, we would gladly consider 
doing so. You can contact me for more 
information. You can contact me by email: 
wderobbjr@hotmail.com or by phone, 
912-541-3454. Thank you again for you prayers 
and support!

2024 DMI Budget

Support for Pastor Sergei Datsko 
$6,000/month

Support for Pastor Maxim Mamakin 
$7,000/month

Support for Happy Home 
$3,000/month

Support for Alexander (Sasha) Malov 
$1,000/month
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Voices From The Past:
My Church - My People

By:
Mrs. Louise Langley

263 Georgia Ave., Macon, GA.

Editor’s Note:
This article was first printed in the March 1, 1922, issue of The Banner Herald. Mrs. Langley 

was the daughter of Elder M. F. Stubbs, one of the leading ministers at the end of the nineteenth 
century. This article stirred my interest, since I knew Sister Langley in my early ministry. She 

was a member of the Jesup Church during my early pastorate at the Jesup Church in the 1960s. 
Some of the things she advocated stand out, because this was written in 1922, long before they 
became a reality in our churches. Elder W. H. Crouse was Editor at that time, and he added an 

editorial note, which read “Amen! May God grant your prayers. – W.H.C.”



Dear Brethren and Sisters:

 My thoughts are wandering this dreary, rainy morning, back to my dear old home and the different 
cities and towns in which I have lived. In some of them I had my church friends, and loved ones; there I 
was happy and contented. In some of them I had none of these, only my immediate family; there I was 
lonely and miserable, except for the love of my little family and the God who never forsook me.

 This letter may go to the waste basket, but if it does not you who read these lines I'm going to write 
will know my exact sentiments concerning my church, and my people today.

 I am a Primitive Baptist and I feel that God made me one, —I believe He makes all true ones, but I 
am not so wrapped up in my denomination and myself that I fail to see our short comings, and I want to 
see them corrected and built up to the standard to which they should be.

 Entirely too many of us are on the stool of do nothing, and too many too stingy, yes, stingy; not too 
close, but just simply will not let-go dollars, to help further our cause of Christ on the earth. We expect 
too much of our pastors and do too little for them. We see things that should be done but wait and think 
that the other brother or sister ought to do that. We should all be busy in the house of our Lord. I have 
heard some remark like this: “Oh! well if I do or say anything the other members will say I'm trying to be 
boss.” That's just it; you do want to see your own house run right and the church of which you are a 
member is your house. Which do you take the most pride in, your home or the house in which you go to 
worship God? Which one is kept the prettier? Which one has the prettiest flowers, and the cobwebs and 
dust all brushed away? They should both be kept that way, and that is jobs for sisters, to see that the 
janitors keep them that way.

 When the time comes to go to God's house are you there to greet the others, or do you come in from 
ten minutes to one-half hour late, sit in the middle of the house indifferent and unconcerned? A church 
cannot prosper in idleness; neither can a church prosper in sin. Are our churches filled with clean, 
honorable men and women, fine and noble boys, and girls? Let’s each apply the tho't to ourselves. Are our 
lives and acts to further our Master's cause? Or are they such as to be a drawback or stumbling-block to 
the church in which our names are enrolled.

 We have preachers, and good ones, enough in number that each of our churches could have a pastor 
live within its bounds, have mid-week prayer service, Bible Study and preaching services each Sunday. 
We have from two to four churches in some of our cities, each with a different pastor, and each church 
has services just once a month. The buildings are frame and all on the outskirts of the city, two-thirds of 
the population never heard of them at all. Now the membership of these churches needs to combine, build 
one nice structure in the heart of the city where it will be seen, known of, and talked about, and passersby 
will stop in to hear.

 We should be happy to support our pastors in a way that allows them and their families to be the 
equal of the highest members in our churches from every standpoint. A pastor should not have to labor 
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only in the vineyard of his master. In Luke, 10th. chapter, you will find where the Lord appointed seventy 
and sent them whither he himself would come. They were to go their ways as lambs among wolves, 
carrying neither purse, script, nor shoes, and were to salute no man by the way, and to stay in one house 
eating and drinking such things as were given them. Now it also says, in the same chapter, that the laborer 
is worthy of his hire. Do you think so? If you do, you try giving more to your pastor in your next meeting; 
give as you feel God has prospered you, and not according as the other members of your church give, I 
am sure you will feel better, and your pastor will surely feel thankful unto the Lord. It is a shame on our 
whole denomination for our preachers to work all the week to make living expenses, and then preach for 
us on Sunday. We will wither and dry up on slothfulness. Let's wake up. In God's precious name let's 
wake up. Do we believe in Sunday School? If not, do we permit our children (and do we go ourselves) to 
go to a church of another denomination to Sunday School? Please read Proverbs 22:6: “Train a child up in 
the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Do we believe that? Are we doing 
that? Think, please think. We have preachers who are pastors, who should be evangelists. They are 
capable of church building, and ought to be holding services where we have no organized church, for the 
harvest is great and the laborers are few.

 I have lived in cities, made friends, and when they asked me to what church did I belong, my 
answer would almost take them off their feet. “What kind of a church is that?” They would say, and some 
who had heard of Primitive Baptist would say, “Oh! that's the church don't believe in anything at all.” 
Friends, those things hurt; they do not hurt me personally like they hurt me for my church. We need more 
spiritual life, and more zeal in His name to put it into effect.

 I have moved from Valdosta, am in Macon for the present and think we will locate here. I never 
hated to leave a band of friends as I did those dear people there, but I am sure I will enjoy living here.

I have attended Bible Study once, and prayer meeting once at Corinth Church. They have an interesting 
study and have several male members who speak and pray, and some live workers, both men and women, 
and I am sure they are being blessed each day for using their lives in the service of the Master's cause. 
There is another church here — Houston Avenue Church. Elder Childs is pastor of this church. I know 
him personally and am going to hear him preach and meet his members. I am not a member in Macon and 
all either church can say is “it is none of his business.” I am going to slip this in, (maybe they won't care), 
both churches are small in number, both are on the edge of town, both have excellent pastors, the two 
churches, seems to me, should come into one, and build them a church up town, have one pastor, care for 
him and have him live in their midst, and have services every Sunday. The harvest is great right here in 
Macon.

 I ask each one who reads this article to offer up a prayer for me, asking God, if it can be His will, 
that I be permitted to live where I have my own church that, I love so dearly, and make my life a blessing 
and an honor to His cause on earth.  

         With love for you all in Christ our Lord.Your sister
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The Journey
To Bethlehem

Luke 2:1-20

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



INTRODUCTION:

 It was in 1865 that the very famous author, 
pastor and hymn-writer, Philip Brooks, went to the 
Holy Land. He traveled by horseback on Christmas 
Eve the short two miles to the little town outside of 
Jerusalem called Bethlehem. He gathered with 
other christians at the Church of the Nativity, 
which is the traditional site of where Christ was 
born. They had singing and worship for hours and 
hours and hours. It was a very moving experience. 
Sometime later, he wrote a song based on that time 
in Bethlehem. It is the song that we sing today, “O, 
little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie”.

 The trip for Mary and Joseph required a long 
journey. In fact, the journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem was about 90 miles, which would take 
about 8 to 10 days … maybe even longer when one 
of the travelers was nine-months pregnant. I want 
to note three things about the Journey to 
Bethlehem.

THE REASON FOR THE JOURNEY

THE ROUTE FOR THE JOURNEY

THE RESULT OF THE JOURNEY

1. Reason for the journey

 Luke 2:1-3 tells the Reason for the Journey: 
And it came to pass in those days that a decree 
went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This census first took place 
while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went 
to be registered, everyone to his own city.

 It sounds very matter-of-fact … but that’s 
NOT how it would have felt to Mary and Joseph. 
In Mary’s ninth month of pregnancy, Roman 
soldiers arrived in Nazareth to announce

that the emperor had commanded a census. 
Everyone had to travel to the town where their 
family owned property so Rome could levy 
property taxes. Joseph’s family property was 
located in Bethlehem, so that is where he and Mary 
had to go.

 To Mary and Joseph, this was just one more 
example of Roman oppression, and it messed up 
all their plans. Mary probably had a mid-wife she 
was familiar with there in Nazareth. She surely 
hoped to give birth surrounded by family and 
friends. Now, in the very last month, she was 
forced to make a trip that would be dangerous, 
costly, and uncomfortable at best.

 We aren’t told how Mary felt, but it would be 
normal for Mary to think something like this: 
“What is going on here? The Angel appeared to me 
months ago, and I know this baby will be nothing 
less than the Messiah! But now everything is going 
wrong. At the worst possible time I have to head 
off on this dangerous trip! What is God doing?”

 Have you ever felt that way about what God 
is doing? Have you ever been so disappointed or 
afraid that all you could do was cry out, “What is 
God doing?” You were hoping for a promotion, but 
instead you get laid off. You prayed for healing, 
but the sickness got worse. You thought you had 
found a great relationship, but now you’ve been 
left all alone.

 When we look at the circumstances of life, 
we often wonder, “What is God doing?” The 
problem is that we are looking at circumstances. 
We are looking at what we can SEE with our 
physical eyes. The truth is that reality is so much 
more than what is visible to the human eye. What 
we CAN’T see is actually the most important 
reality of all.
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 Hebrews 11:1 explains that faith is the 
evidence of things NOT SEEN. And 2 Corinthians 
5:7 says, We walk by faith, not by sight.

 I believe that is the way Mary and Joseph 
walked that road to Bethlehem. They walked by 
FAITH, not by SIGHT. They saw far beyond the 
dusty road because they looked with the eyes of 
faith. Mary and Joseph knew that God was at work 
behind the scenes, bringing the fulfillment of 
prophecy: Micah 5:2 “"But you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, though you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth 
to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings 
forth are from of old, from everlasting.”

2. Route for the journey

 Nothing is said about the long journey, but 
the most direct route Mary and Joseph might have 
taken went through Samaria … on a route that is 
called “The Way of the Patriarchs.”

 It has that name because so much of the 
history of the Old Testament took place along that 
route.For example, this was the route Abraham 
took when God promised to give the land to 
Abraham and his descendants forever. Along this 
route was the place where Jacob dreamed of angels 
ascending and descending a ladder to Heaven. 
Mary and Joseph would have stopped to drink 
from a well Jacob dug over a thousand years 
before. They would have passed the place where 
Joseph was buried and the place where Joshua 
fought the battle of Jericho.

 This was also the road that Daniel traveled 
when he was led away into Babylonian captivity. 
This was the route God’s people under Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel traveled when they 
returned from Babylon to their homeland to rebuild 
the Temple.

 Mary and Joseph were traveling a route that 
was rich with the history of God’s people. But 
most people only saw a tired couple trudging along 
a dusty road. The miracle was what was UNSEEN. 
How amazing to realize that God in the flesh was 
actually traveling this “Road of the Patriarchs” as a 
baby not-yet born.

 The last leg of the route would have been the 
hardest of all. Jericho is the lowest city on the 
globe, and Jerusalem and Bethlehem are situated 
right in the top of the hills. From Jericho’s desert to 
Bethlehem is an uphill hike of 3,500 feet for 30 
miles. The beautiful temple of Jehovah would have 
been visible in the far distance for many miles. 
One writer said that he walked from Jericho to 
Jerusalem and it took him 8 hours. So for Mary 
and Joseph it would have taken at least that long 
with stops for breaks along the way.

 Every year people from all over the world 
traveled to visit the Jerusalem temple because this 
temple was the dwelling place of God on earth. 
Anyone who wanted to connect with God came to 
the temple. People who wanted to give thanks to 
God or to receive forgiveness from God had to 
travel to the temple.

 What the travelers could see with human eyes 
was a magnificent, white structure representing 
God’s presence on earth. What was UNSEEN was 
the future of that temple. Just 70 years later, that 
magnificent building would lie in shambles … 
completely demolished by the Roman army.

 What was UNSEEN was that the baby Mary 
carried would make that temple obsolete. Only 
Mary and Joseph could have known that even then 
God’s presence had already moved from the 
temple to the body of a tiny pre-born baby. The 

14



very presence of God had already come to dwell in 
human flesh.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. Not long after arriving in Bethlehem, the 
Word would be seen in the flesh. He would dwell 
among us and people would behold His glory and 
the glory of the Father. The angel spoke to Joseph 
and said as recorded in Matthew 1:23 "BEHOLD, 
THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND 
BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS 
NAME IMMANUEL," which is translated, "God 
with us." AND HERE HE IS, UNSEEN, 
TRAVELING ON THE ROAD FROM JERICHO 
TO BETHLEHEM.

 Thirty years later, Jesus told his disciples, 
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father...” Then 
Jesus explained, speaking of the “the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know 
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you..” 
(John 14:9, 17)

 While Jesus was on earth, God’s presence 
resided in Him for He was God. After his death 
and resurrection, God took up residence --- not in a 
temple made with hands --- but in every believer. 
That’s why I Corinthians 6:19 says, do you not 
know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? 
People no longer have to travel to Jerusalem in 
order to connect with God. Because of Jesus, God 
has come to dwell with us … and in us. But no one 
could foresee all these things during the 10-day trip 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

3. Result of the journey

Luke 2:6-7 gives the result of the journey: So it 
was, that while they were there, the days were 
completed for her to be delivered. And she brought 
forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.

• What was SEEN was an exhausted young couple, 
forced to take shelter in a barn.

• What was SEEN was the birth of one more 
Jewish baby … one more head to count in this 
Roman census.…this baby -- born in 
less-than-ideal circumstances to poverty-stricken 
parents who were far away from home.

• What was UNSEEN was that God had entered 
time and space.

• What was UNSEEN was that God had sent His 
only begotten son to earth so that anyone who 
believes in Him would be saved. Mat 1:21 And she 
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
JESUS, for He will save His people from their 
sins."

 The night Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph 
could not hear the angels singing "Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!" Luke 2:14. They couldn’t see the wise men 
in a distant land following that distant star. That 
night … while they were wrapping their new baby 
in swaddling clothes, God was at work behind the 
scene.

 Soon the shepherds would arrive with their 
amazing story about a choir of angels. The wise 
men would come later with valuable gifts. Joseph 
would be warned in a dream and they would flee to 
Egypt in order to avoid a murderous King. Later,
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Mary and Joseph would return to Nazareth --- and 
the next 25 or so years would be surprisingly 
normal and uneventful. We tend to focus on the 
years when Jesus was teaching and healing and 
performing miracles. We forget that before those 
years, Jesus lived a quiet, normal small-town life.

As a boy, Jesus submitted to his parents and 
obeyed them. At 12 when Jesus was left at the 
temple and his parents had to go back and get him, 
Luke 2:51 tells us this: Then He went down with 
them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to 
them. As a young adult, Jesus apprenticed as a 
carpenter, and then worked to help support his 
family. Mat 13:55 Is this not the carpenter's son? 
As far as we know, the first 30 years were mostly 
mundane and ordinary --- not so different from our 
lives. But during those years, God was working 
behind the scenes to set the stage for Jesus’ 3-year 
ministry.

 If we can only see it, that’s the way life 
always is! It seems like our daily life is just that … 
daily. As far as what we can see, things just go 
along in a normal way with nothing important 
happening. Maybe there is something you’ve been 
waiting and praying about for years … but it seems 
like nothing is happening.

 We need to realize that what we see with our 
eyes is not the end of the story. What we can SEE 
is not as important as what is UNSEEN. Even 
when we can’t see it, we need to remember that 
behind the scenes God is always working.

CONCLUSION:

 When the circumstances you see around you 
look hopeless, remember that God is always 
working behind the scenes.

 Remember Joseph and Mary’s journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem.

 Remember that the people who passed them 
on the road to Bethlehem saw only worn out 
travelers … one of them heavy with child … 
plodding along on a forced march because the 
oppressive Roman government demanded a 
census.

 Remember that the people who passed Mary 
and Joseph on the road to Bethlehem had no idea 
that they were walking past the Son of God! They 
had no idea God was doing his greatest work … 
behind the scenes.

 2 Corinthians 4:18 says, while we do not look 
at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen. For the things which are seen 
are temporary, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.

 Remember that God is always working, 
whether seen or unseen.

 No matter how bleak things may seem, no 
matter how dark the world may look, God is 
working in the world. God is working in peoples 
lives. God is still on His throne, and He is reigning, 
because He reigns in the hearts of His people. In 
the same way that God was seen in Jesus when He 
came to this earth, God is now seen in those who 
believe in Him and follow Him. John reminds us of 
this wonderful truth. 1 John 4:4 You are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them, because 
He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world. What do you see, and what does the world 
see in you?
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In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the 
Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


