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And He
Shall Reign

By:

Elder Emerson Proctor



 When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to 
announce the birth of Jesus Christ, he said several 
astounding things to her. They were astounding to 
her then, and they are yet astounding to us as we 
ponder them two thousand years later. They are so 
because they describe something which is absolutely 
unique in the history of mankind. They describe the 
breaking into human history of the absolutely     
transcendent God of eternity. He Who was in the 
“form of God,” and “thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God,” the very same One, took upon 
Him the “form of a servant and was made in the 
likeness of men” (Philippians 2:6, 7). Those 
things being so, let us look at some of these          
astounding truths.

 The first fact with which Mary was confronted 
was that she, who was a virgin (Luke 1:27), would 
conceive and bear a son. That was something which 
had never happened before, nor has it ever happened 
since. Actually, this is something that is impossible 
for men to accomplish. Mary asked this very       
question: “How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
man”(Luke 1:34)? This is how the Angel answered 
her question: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall        
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God” (Luke 1:35). This Son would be born 
to a woman who was a virgin. And this Son's name 
would be “Jesus,” the ancient name of Him who 
would bring Jehovah's salvation to men. 

 Further, the Angel said “He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest”(Luke1:32). Think of the effect these 

words must have had on Mary. Surely, she could 
hardly grasp was the Angel was saying to her! Her 
Son would possess an inherent greatness that would 
far exceed that of any mortal being Indeed, He 
would be called “the Son of the Highest.” This 
means that in the very nature and essence of who 
He was, He is the Son of God.

 Gabriel goes on to tell Mary that her Son 
would be given the throne of His father David. This 
was an unmistakable reference to the prophecies   
relating to the promise of God to establish David's 
kingdom in perpetuity. Look at these two passages 
to which Gabriel surely had reference. 

“And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou 
shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up 
thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out 
of thy bowels, and I will establish his    
kingdom.”    (2 Samuel 7:12)

“He shall build an house for my name, and 
I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for 
ever.”    (2 Samuel 7:13) 

“I have made a covenant with my chosen, I 
have sworn unto David my servant, Thy 
seed will I establish for ever, and build up 
thy throne to all generations. Selah.”  
     (Psalms 89:3-4)

 Gabriel is telling Mary that these prophecies 
would have their fulfillment in her Son. More than 
likely, Mary would have been familiar with these 
Scriptures. She was beginning to understand what 
Gabriel meant. The Angel was telling her that she 
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was going to be the mother of Israel's Messiah. That 
is who is described in Luke 1:32. 

“He shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father 
David:”    (Luke 1:32)

 He was telling her that the Son to be born of 
her would be the ultimate fulfillment of God’s   
promise to David when He said, “. . . and I will 
stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever”      
(2 Samuel 7:13). 

 And finally, the Angel told her that He, the 
Son that would be born to her, would “reign over 
the house of Jacob forever: and of His Kingdom 
there shall be no end” (Luke 1:33). The reign of 
this child born to Mary would be a never ending 
one. As to the nature of this reign, William          
Hendricksen summarizes it well: “It should be      
unnecessary to state that according to our Lord's 
own explanation it is not an earthly or political   
kingdom that is in view here, but rather the        
kingdom or rule of grace and truth established in the 
hearts and lives of all those who have the God of   
Jacob as their refuge (Psalm 46:7, 11)” (William  
Hendricksen, The Gospel of Luke, p. 87). In contrast 
to the kingdoms that men establish, the Kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus will endure forever. It is a 
Kingdom that will have no end. That truth is so  
powerfully stated in Revelation, chapter 11.

“And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 

and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
    (Revelation 11:15)

 These are some of the essential truths which 
are part of the meaning of the birth of Christ. These 
are the things which ought to occupy the minds of 
the people of God at this season. I am sure that,    
after this revelation came to Mary, most other things 
in her life would become entirely secondary. Indeed, 
her life would never be the same. Likewise, when we 
come to see just Who Jesus Christ is and when we 
realize that He came to this sin-cursed earth to give 
His life as a sacrifice for our sins, He becomes       
preeminent in our lives. All of the affairs of our lives 
then become subjugated to His rule and His reign. 
May the good Lord be pleased to fill our minds with 
the glory of Christ at this Christmas season.
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The Christmas Promise;
A Child Shall Be Born Unto Us

Isaiah 9:6

By:

Elder Pat McCoy



Introduction

 There is much meaning and importance        
attached to a name. A name identifies a person.     
Associated with a particular name are all sorts of 
character and personality traits. When we mention 
someone’s name in conversation often we              
immediately associate not only a face, but also the 
whole personality of that person.

 In our day parents often simply give a           
particular name to a child either because they like 
the sound of the name, or because a favorite relative 
had the same name. But in the beginning, names 
were given with certain meanings in mind. In the 
very beginning, in the Garden of Eden, God named 
the first man with a particular meaning in mind. 
God called the first man, “Adam,” which means, “red 
earth.” God called him Adam, because he was made 
from the dust of the earth. Adam likewise named his 
wife, “Eve,” meaning “living one” “...for she is the 
mother of all living,” Adam said in Genesis 3:20.

 We can recall others in the Old Testament 
whose names bore special meaning. We think of a 
man named “Jacob,” who was named thus because 
of his deceptive nature. The name Jacob means   
“supplanter.” He was later renamed by God, Who 
called him “Israel,” meaning, “prince with God.” 

 However, of all the names defined for us in the 
pages of God’s Word, the name, “Jesus,” holds the 
most meaning. The angel, Gabriel, told Joseph that 
the child born to Mary was to be named Jesus,       
because “...he shall save his people from their sins” 
(Matt.1: 21). Joseph and Mary would have             
immediately known the meaning of that name,      

because it is the Greek rendering of the Hebrew 
name, “Jehoshua,” which means, “Jehovah saves.” 

 In the first chapter of Matthew’s gospel, Christ 
is referred to as, “Emmanuel,” which means, “God 
with us” (Matt.1: 23). As a matter of fact, in        
Matthew chapter one alone, we are told of the      
purpose and personality of Christ, simply by the 
names attributed to Him. The name, “Jesus,” speaks 
of His divine purpose, while the name,                
“Emmanuel,” speaks of His divine personality. 

 The text we consider in this article gives us a 
prophetic picture of the character and purpose of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Take note now of this verse in 
Isaiah 9. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called         

Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The  

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  
      Isaiah 9:6 

Wonderful

 The Messiah, this child which was to be born, 
would be "wonderful" in his nature as [the] God-
Man; in his teaching, which "astonished" those who 
heard it (Matthew7:28); in his doings (Isaiah25:1); 
in the circumstances of his birth and death; in his 
resurrection, and in his ascension. "Wonder" would 
be the first sentiment which his manifestation 
would provoke, and therefore this description is 
placed first.

 This word is derived from the Hebrew verb to 
separate, to distinguish, or to make great. It is       
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applied usually to anything that is great or           
wonderful such as a miracle; Read: Exodus15:2;  
Lamentations 1:9; Daniel12:6. It is applied in our 
text to denote the unusual and remarkable assembly 
of qualities that distinguished the Messiah. Those 
are specified more particularly in the next phrases of 
the verse; such an assembly of qualities as to make 
the names of our Mighty God. The Hebrew word is 
also translated “miraculous” and “marvelous thing”. 
This child which is to be born, in his being and in 
his works, will be exalted above the ordinary course 
of nature, and that his whole manifestation will be a 
wonder, a miracle, a marvelous thing. 

 He is worthy of wonder because [the]           
incarnation defies human understanding,         
(Philippians 2:6-7). He was equal to God the Father 
(Philippians 2:6). Then why would God clothe    
Himself with humanity? Is it any wonder that the 
angels sang, the shepherds rejoiced and the magi 
travelled for two years? Why would he love me so 
much? Why you?

Counselor

 He is also the divine Counselor. He is God 
who guides his people. The Christian God is the 
only one who loves His followers enough to become 
involved in their everyday lives. The name        
“counselor” denotes one of honorable rank; one who 
is suited to stand near princes and kings as their   
adviser. It is expressive of great wisdom, and of  
qualifications to guide and direct the human race.

 This title agrees with Christ in respect to His 
people, to whom He is counsels, and for whom He is 
counsels. He gave counsel in person, when on earth. 

He advised sinners to repent and encouraged souls 
to believe in him. [He] directed the weary to come 
to Him for rest; the hungry and thirsty for food. 
Those who were healed and pardoned, He counseled 
to sin no more. He advised his followers to do to all 
men as they would have men do to them. He      
counseled them to behave in a humble and modest 
manner; to bear reproaches and persecutions     
cheerfully; to love one another; and to pray to His 
Father, in His name, for all things they wanted.

 Now He gives His people counsel by the     
ministry of the word, which is the counsel of God, 
the product of his wisdom, a transcript of his eternal 
counsel and covenant, a declaration of the will of 
God and of Christ. Through His word, Christ     
counsels the poor in spirit to come to Him for 
riches; the naked for clothing; the ignorant for    
spiritual light and knowledge. He says to those who 
are ready to perish, “Come unto Me” for salvation. 
He counsels those that believe to abide in him and 
in His truths and ordinances. He is [the] Counselor 
in heaven for His people. As our High Priest, He   
appears there in the presence of God for them;      
represents them, and presents their petitions. For all 
of this counsel, He is abundantly qualified, being the 
only wise God; the Ancient of days; the Father of his 
people. As Mediator, He is the Wisdom of God in 
whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
are; on whom the Spirit of wisdom and                  
understanding, counsel and might rests. 

 Those of you who know Him have probably al-
ready experienced His guidance in your lives. Scrip-
ture says, “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:6)
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Mighty God

 He is the mighty God who has the power to 
protect us against the fiery darts of Satan. He is the 
mighty God who delivers us from our own foolish 
minds. He has the power to preserve when our 
strength fails or when Satan tries to drag us down. 

 He has the power to provide. When in the face 
of absolute impossibility, But my God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19). This is one out of 
many of the scriptures in which the name God is   
applied to the Messiah. [Compare John1:1; Romans 
9:5; 1John 5:20; John20:28; 1Timothy3:16; and 
Hebrews1:8.]

 He is coming to take us home to be with Him. 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
(John 14:1-3). This world is just a temporary stop. 

Everlasting Father

 He is the everlasting Father. His fatherhood is 
not the warped worldly view of an [earthly] Father. 
If our Father God was like the earthly father many 
people have had, we wouldn’t want to love Him. It is 
amazing how much our concept of God is shaped by 
the image of our earthly father— Good or bad!

 The Hebrews used the term father in a variety 
of senses - as a literal father, a grandfather, an        
ancestor, a ruler, an instructor. The phrase            

[Everlasting Father] may mean the same as the   
Eternal Father. The sense is that this child, to be 
born unto us, will not leave his people destitute    
after a short reign as do earthly kings, but will rule 
over them and bless them forever. 

 Jesus, as “the everlasting Father”, loves us 
with an unconditional love. He Loves us so much 
that he gave His life for us on the cross. For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. (John 3:16). 

 He will be there for us forever! Not just with 
us when it benefits Him. He is with us at all times. 
He is everywhere we go. 

Prince Of Peace

 He is the Prince of Peace. Perhaps the greatest 
benefit of salvation is Peace! The tendency of His 
kingship would be to restore and perpetuate peace. 

“And he shall judge among the nations, and 

shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears 

into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

war any more.”    (Isaiah 2:4)

“And in that day will I make a covenant for 

them with the beasts of the field, and with the 

fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of 

the ground: and I will break the bow and the 

sword and the battle out of the earth, and will 

make them to lie down safely.” (Hosea 2:18)
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 Without Christ, our lives are marked with fear 
all the time. There is the fear of dying and a fear of 
[no] life after death. 

 [There is the] fear of the consequences of our 
sin. God has promised to keep all who trust in him 
in perfect peace, (Isaiah 26:3) Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee. 

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 

you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid.”     (John 14:27) 

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in 

me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 

overcome the world.”   (John 16:33)

 I can guarantee you that Jesus will never let 
you down. Put your trust in Him, the Wonderful, 
Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father 
and the Prince of Peace. 
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Christ The
Eternal Word

By:

Arthur W. Pink

(1886 - 1952)



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God,”  
       (John 1:1)

 The theme of John's Gospel is the deity of the 
Savior. Here, as nowhere else in Scripture so fully, 
the Godhood of Christ is presented to our view. That 
which is outstanding in this fourth Gospel is the   
divine Sonship of the Lord Jesus. In this book, we 
are shown that the One Who was heralded by the 
angels to the Bethlehem shepherds, Who walked 
this earth for thirty-three years, Who was crucified 
at Calvary, Who rose in triumph from the grave, and 
Who forty days later departed from these scenes, 
was none other than the Lord of glory. The evidence 
for this is overwhelming, the proofs almost without 
number, and the effect of contemplating them must 
be to bow our hearts in worship before “the great 
God and our Savior Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13). 

 That John's Gospel does present the deity of 
the Savior is at once apparent from the opening 
words of the first chapter. The Holy Spirit has, as it 
were, placed the key right over the entrance; for the 
introductory verses of this fourth Gospel present the 
Lord Jesus Christ in divine relationships and unveil 
His essential glories. 

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made” (John 1:1-3). How  
entirely different is this from the opening verses of 
the other Gospels! John opens by immediately      
presenting Christ not as the Son of David, nor as the 
Son of man, but as the Son of God. John takes us 

back to the beginning and shows that the Lord Jesus 
had no beginning. John goes behind creation and 
shows that the Savior was Himself the Creator. 
Every clause in these verses calls for our most     
careful and prayerful attention. 

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
Here we enter a realm that transcends the finite 
mind, and where speculation is profane. “In the    
beginning,” is something we are unable to           
comprehend: it is one of those matchless sweeps of 
inspiration that rises above the level of human 
thought. “In the beginning was the Word” and we 
are equally unable to grasp the final meaning of this. 
A “word” is an expression: by words, we articulate 
our speech. The Word of God, then, is deity           
expressing itself in audible terms. And yet, when we 
have said this, how much there is that we leave     
unsaid! “And the word was with God,” and this     
intimates His separate personality and shows His  
relation to the other Persons of the blessed Trinity. 
But how sadly incapacitated are we for meditating 
upon the relations that exist between the different 
Persons of the Godhead. [“And the Word was God,” 
literally,] “And God was the Word.” Not only was 
Christ the Revealer of God, but He always was and 
ever remains none other than God Himself. Not only 
was our Savior the One through Whom and by 
Whom the deity expressed itself in audible terms, 
but He was Himself coequal with the Father and the 
Spirit. Let us now approach the throne of grace    
(Hebrews 4:16) and there seek the mercy and grace 
we so sorely need to help us as we turn now to take 
a closer look at these verses: 
“Our God and Father, in the name of Thy dear Son, 
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we pray Thee that Thy Holy Spirit may now take of 
the things of Christ and show them unto us: to the 
praise of the glory of Thy grace. Amen.”

 “In the beginning” or, more literally, “in        
beginning,” for there is no article in the Greek. In 
what “beginning?” There are various “beginnings” 
referred to in the New Testament. There is the      
“beginning” of “the world” (Matthew 24:21); of “the 
gospel of Jesus Christ” (Mark 1:1); of “sorrows 
(Mark 13:8); of “miracles” (or “signs”) (John 2:11), 
etc. But the “beginning” mentioned in John 1:1 
clearly antedates all these “beginnings.” The         
“beginning” of John 1:1 precedes the making of the 
“all things” of John 1:3. It is, then, the beginning of 
creation, the beginning of time. This earth of ours is 
old; how old we do not know...But “the Word” was 
before all things. He was not only from the            
beginning, but He was “in the beginning.” 

 “In beginning.” The absence of the definite   
article is designed to carry us back to the most      
remote point that can be imagined. If then, He was 
before all creation, and He was, for “all things were 
made by him;” if He was “in the beginning,” then 
He was Himself without beginning, which is only 
the negative way of saying He was eternal. In perfect 
accord with this, we find that in His prayer recorded 
in John 17, He said, “And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was.” As, 
then, the Word was “in the beginning,” and if in the 
beginning, eternal, and as none but God Himself is 
eternal, the absolute deity of the Lord Jesus is      
conclusively established. 

 “Was the Word.” There are two separate words 
in the Greek that, in this passage, are both rendered 
“was:” one means “to exist,” the other “to come into 
being.” The latter word (egeneto) is used in John 1:3 
which, literally rendered, reads, “all things through 
him came into being, and without him came into  
being not even one (thing) which has come into    
being;” and again we have this word egeneto in John 
1:6 where we read, “There was (became to be) a 
man sent from God, whose name was John;” and 
again in John 1:14, “And the word was made         
(became) flesh.” But here in John 1:1 and John 1:2, 
it is “the word (ito) with God.” As the Word, He did 
not come into being or begin to be; but He was 
“with God” from all eternity. It is noteworthy that 
the Holy Spirit uses this word ito, which signifies 
that the Son personally subsisted, no less than four 
times in the first two verses of John 1. Unlike John 
the Baptist who “became (egeneto) a man,” the 
“word” was (ito), that is, existed with God before 
time began. 

 “Was the Word.” The reference here is to the 
Second Person in the Holy Trinity, the Son of God. 
But why is the Lord Jesus Christ designated “the 
Word?” What is the exact force and significance of 
this title? The first passage that occurs to our minds 
as throwing light on this question is the opening 
statement in the Epistle to the Hebrews: “God, who 
at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son” 
(Hebrews 1:1). Here we learn that Christ is the   
final spokesman of God. Closely connected with this 
is the Savior's title found in Revelation 1:8: “I am  
Alpha and Omega,” which intimates that He is 
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God's alphabet, the One Who spells out deity, the 
One Who utters all God has to say. Even clearer,   
perhaps, is the testimony of John 1:18: “No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him.” The word declared means tell out 
(cf. Acts 15:14 and 21:19); it is translated “told” in 
Luke 24:35. Putting together these three passages, 
we learn that Christ is the One Who is the      
spokesman of God, and One Who spelled out the  
deity, the One Who has declared or told forth the  
Father. 

 Christ, then, is the One Who has made the   
incomprehensible God intelligible. The force of this 
title of His found in John 1:1, may be discovered by 
comparing it with that name that is given to the 
Holy Scriptures—“the Word of God.” 

 What are the Scriptures? They are the Word of 
God. And what does that mean? This: the Scriptures 
reveal God's mind, express His will, make known 
His perfections, and lay bare His heart. This is      
precisely what the Lord Jesus has done for the       
Father. But let us enter a little more into detail: 

(A) A “word” is a medium of manifestation. I 
have in my mind a thought, but others 
know not its nature. But the moment I 
clothe that thought in words, it becomes 
cognizable. Words, then, make objective 
unseen thoughts. This is precisely what 
the Lord Jesus has done. As the Word, 
Christ has made manifest the invisible 
God.

(B) A “word” is a means of communication. 
By means of words, I transmit information 
to others. By words, I express myself, 
make known my will, and impart       
knowledge. So Christ, as the Word, is the 
Divine Transmitter, communicating to us 
the life and love of God.

(C) A “word” is a method of revelation. By his 
words, a speaker exhibits both his          
intellectual caliber and his moral character. 
By our words, we shall be justified, and by 
our words, we shall be condemned. And 
Christ, as the Word, reveals the attributes 
and perfections of God. How fully has 
Christ revealed God! He displayed His 
power, He manifested His wisdom, He   
exhibited His holiness, He made known 
His grace, He unveiled His heart. In 
Christ, and nowhere else, is God fully and 
finally told out.

 “And the word was with God. This preposition 
with seems to suggest two thoughts. First, the Word 
was in the presence of God. As we read, “Enoch 
walked with God,” that is, he lived in fellowship 
with God. . . We may add that the Greek preposition 
pros here translated “with” is sometimes rendered 
“toward,” but most frequently “unto.” The Word 
was toward or unto God. One has significantly said, 
“The word rendered with denotes a perpetual       
tendency, as it were, of the Son to the Father, in 
unity of essence.” 

 That it is here said, “The word was with God,” 
tells of His separate personality: He was not “in” 
God, but “with” God. Now, mark here the marvelous 
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accuracy of Scripture. It is not said, “The word was 
with the Father” as we might have expected, but 
“the word was with God.” The name “God” is     
common to the three Persons of the Holy Trinity, 
whereas “the Father” is the special title of the first 
Person only. Had it said, “The Word was with the  
Father,” the Holy Spirit had been excluded; but 
“with God” takes in the Word dwelling in eternal  
fellowship with both the Father and the Spirit.      
Observe, too, it does not say, “And God was with 
God,” for while there is plurality of Persons in the 
Godhead, there is but “one God,” therefore the    
minute accuracy of “the WORD was with God.” 

 “And the word was God” or, more literally, 
“and God was the word.” Lest the figurative          
expression “the word” should convey to us an       
inadequate conception of the divine glories of 
Christ, the Holy Spirit goes on to say, “and the word 
was with God,” which denoted His separate          
personality and intimated His essential relation to 
the Godhead. And, as though that were not strong 
enough, the Holy Spirit expressly adds, “and God 
was the word.” Who could express God save Him 
Who is God! The Word was not an emanation of 
God, but God Himself made manifest—not only the 
revealer of God, but God Himself revealed. A more 
emphatic and unequivocal affirmation of the          
absolute deity of the Lord Jesus Christ it is            
impossible to conceive. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

(Editor’s Note: This article is taken from the Winter, 2014 issue of the 
Free Grace Broadcaster, published by the Chapel Library, Pensacola, 
Florida. It was originally published in Arthur W. Pink, Exposition of 
the Gospel of John, (Swengel, PA: Bible Depot, 1923), 17-30, in the 
public domain. EP) 
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News From
The Churches



Comfort Chapel Church
Waycross, GA

 Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in Waycross. We have been involved in many events and       
activities since our last report. We are currently preparing for our annual homecoming meeting to be held 
Nov. 16-18. Elder Steve Taylor of Brooklet Church, will be our guest speaker. Worship services will be at 7 
p.m. Friday and Saturday nights and at 11 a.m. Sunday morning. The church will observe her 18th annual 
homecoming service Sunday. All are invited to come and be with us for our annual meeting. Please come and 
bring someone with you. If you can't attend, please support us with your prayers. We held our annual        
Vacation Bible School in June with a total of 31 children and adults present. The Theme for our VBS was 
“Let your light shine!” A group of members and friends of Comfort Chapel recently attended a concert by 
Bill Gaither and the Gaither Vocal Band in Jacksonville, FL. A great time of music and fellowship was         
enjoyed. Elder Vernon Eckleberry of Brunswick supplied for us recently while our pastor was on vacation. 
We are thankful to God for His many blessings. If you are ever in our area, please come by and worship with 
us.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Christ, by highest heaven adored:
 

Christ, the everlasting Lord;
 

Late in time behold Him come,
 

Offspring of  the favoured one.
 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see,
 

Hail, th’incarnate Deity:
 

Pleased, as man, with men to dwell,
 

Jesus, our Emmanuel!
 

Hark! the herald angels sing,
 

“Glory to the new-born King!”

- Paul Bateman - 

“Only as the Holy Spirit takes the place of  the 

human father in Jesus’ conception can it be true 

that the one conceived is both fully God and fully 

man. Christ must be both God and man to atone 

for sin, but for this to occur, He must be conceived 

by the Holy Spirit and born of  a human virgin. 

No one else in the history of  the world is conceived 

by the Spirit and born of  a virgin mother. 

Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies to be Savior.”  
- Bruce Ware - 



To Our Subscribers:

 The editors of the Banner Herald are thankful for your support this past year. 
We are especially thankful for the donations to help with the printing and mailing 
costs. Without this support, we would have experienced much greater losses. Over 
the past few years, there have been a significant decrease in subscribers. This          
decrease mirrors the decline in membership among the Progressive Primitive Baptist 
churches. With the rising costs for publishing and mailing the Banner Herald, the   
donations received have helped us to keep our subscription prices from rising. So, 
thank-you again for your support! 

 We would like to remind all our subscribers that the Banner Herald is             
recognized by the IRS as a 501c3 non-profit organization. Donations are                
tax-deductible. We ask that you consider this ministry in your end of year charitable 
contributions. 

 We also ask current subscribers to consider giving a year’s subscription to a  
family member or friend. Our desire is to present articles that are biblical, relevant 
and edifying. We are endeavoring to take advantage of today’s technology by          
providing an on-line edition of the Banner. Elder Andrew Tucker is our E-Banner    
editor. He has done a tremendous job in placing the Banner on-line. Check out our 
Web page at: www.banner-herald.org.

 Please contact us with comments or suggestions as to how we may increase the 
quality and access to the Banner Herald. You may send suggestions and donations to: 

The Banner Herald 
P.O Box 125 

Statesboro, GA 30459

 Our email address is: thebannerherald1918@outlook.com. Thanks again for 
your support and may you all have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!

http://www.banner-herald.org
http://www.banner-herald.org
mailto:thebannerherald1918@outlook.com
mailto:thebannerherald1918@outlook.com


News From
The Denomination



Lighthouse Foundation Annual Meeting

The Lighthouse Annual Meeting will be at the Beard's Creek Primitive Baptist Church in Glennville, Ga. On 
Saturday, January 19, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.. Elder David Summerford will be our Keynote Speaker. All partici-
pating churches are invited to send a representative, contributing individuals and others interested in this 
ministry are also invited. 

Please E-Mail LHRBS01@gmail.com use "LHAM2019" in the Subject Line. 
Regular Mail Ed Boulineau 100 Circle Dr. Statesboro, Ga. 30461 or Cell Phone (912) 682-7022.

Please indicate the Church, Group and/or individual(s) and the number planning to attend. In order for us 
to plan the noon meal after the meeting. 

See info. on WebSite www.lighthousebiblestudy.org and/or listen to latest programs on Sermon Audio    
Website www.sermonaudio.com/lhrbs.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2018 - 2019 Ministers School

December 3-5, 2018: Upper Black Creek PBC, Brooklet, GA  
January 14-16, 2019: Ozark PBC, Ozark, AL 
February 18-20, 2019: Lane’s PBC, Stilson/Brooklet, Georgia

Reminder of the New Schedule for the School...  
Opening Session: Monday @ 3:00 PM... 2 Presentations 
Tuesday Morning: 2 Presentations with 2 Discussion periods 
Afternoon: 2 Presentations with 2 Discussion periods 
Wednesday Morning: 2 Presentations with 1 Discussion period 
The School dismisses with Lunch on Wednesday 

A note from Bro. Steve Taylor [Chairman for the School]:  
I ask all ministers to please prayerfully consider attending all Schools and for those asked to give a           
presentation, to please prayerfully consider accepting these important assignments for contributions to our 
Schools. Thank You!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Available For Supply:  
Elder Ben Nessmith Jr.: [912-481-0960] / bennessmithjr@gmail.com
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Obituaries

CARTER, Carla -
January 17, 1975 to October 15, 2018.

Mountain View Primitive Baptist Church, Fort Payne, Alabama.
[Sister Carla was the wife of Licentiate Darren Carter and the daughter of Elder and Mrs. Don Gilbert]

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are  asleep, that 
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto 

you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald 
subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. 

The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,  
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,  
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,  
and the final perseverance of the saints.  

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,  
and that Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus Christ. 
We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be  
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is  

an example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of  
Baptism and the Lord's Supper but such as are called by God and come under the  

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be  
raised, changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God,  

to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised,  
soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


