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Merry 
Christmas

From
The Editors Of The 

Banner Herald

Thank you for your support of the Banner Herald this 

past year. Many of you, our subscribers, have made 

donations to Banner Publications. This has greatly 

helped us in our efforts to continue to

produce this periodical. 



! If you are like many, November 8th could 

not have gotten here sooner. No matter where 

one's preference may lie along the political     

spectrum, this election cycle has been                 

disappointing; if not downright depressing. The 

political process, historically, has never been the 

mainstay of righteous or good intentioned      

dealings. There has always been the presence of 

intemperate rhetoric that seems to descend to the 

basest of human behavior. Even the much          

beloved first president, George Washington, was 

not immune from attacks on his character from 

his political adversaries. Patriots like Thomas    

Jefferson and Thomas Paine used the press to 

criticize, not just the policies of Washington, but 

also his character. Allegations of Washington     

being a monarchist and selfish opportunist, who 

only wanted to enrich himself started appearing 

in the press during his second administration. 

(See Dr. Shannon Duffy's article, Press Attacks at 

the website: 

http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclop

edia/article/press-attacks/. This election,       

however, seems to have devolved to be the worst 

of the worst. From the Christian worldview, both 

candidates were found to be seriously lacking in 

virtuous conduct that the office of the presidency 

deserves.

! The question to be asked is, 'What does this 

sorrowful state of affairs concerning the         

devolution of biblical moral principles in society 

in general and particularly in elected officials 

mean for the church?' How can you and I as      

believers in Jesus and concerned citizens of our 

country deal with the growing influence and  

presence of an increasingly corrupt and immoral 

society that breeds immoral behaving political 

leaders? The answer lies in the One who left the 

glory of heaven for to enter in to a world filled 

with corrupt and evil rulers.

! Think of the creator of the heavens and 

earth humbling himself by becoming flesh and 

blood, who upon his birth was laid in a lowly 

manger. Consider the name He was given;         

Immanuel; which means - God with us. God the 

Son took upon himself "the form of a servant, 

made in the likeness of men" (Philippians 2:5). 

! Dear reader, in such times we are living in, 

we need to be reminded of the meaning of the  

Incarnation. He is, God with us! We need to       

remember when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, 

that He came into this world at the very time that 

He was supposed to come. Paul writing to the 

church at Galatia said, "But when the fulness of 

the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 

made of a woman, made under the law, to        

redeem them that were under the law, that we 

might receive the adoption of sons" (Galatians 

4:4-5). The key thought here is God working out 

His will, His purposes regardless of who is in 

power. God is not dependent upon nor subject to 

the    actions of men when it comes to His plans 

and purposes being realized. King Herod could 

do nothing to prevent the King of kings from    

being born. No King, nor any governmental 

authority, can prevent God from doing what He 

pleases. He is God with us and God for us! So, 

take great  comfort and encouragement in these 

trying times in the fact that God is on His throne 

sovereignly working His will upon the earth. 

There is no     better illustration of this truth than 

the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.

! ! ! ! ! ! - Dean Robbins

A SAVIOR IS BORN
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THE WORD 

BECAME FLESH

By:

J.C. Ryle

(1860-1900)



And the Word was made flesh, 

and dwelt among us.

(John 1:14) 

! The main truth that this verse teaches is the 

reality of our Lord Jesus Christ's incarnation, or 

being made man. St. John tells us that "the Word 

was made flesh, and dwelt among us." The plain 

meaning of these words is that our divine Savior 

really took human nature upon Him in order to 

save sinners. He really became a man like         

ourselves in all things, sin only excepted. Like 

ourselves, He was born of a woman, though born 

in a miraculous manner. Like ourselves, He grew 

from infancy to boyhood, and from boyhood to 

man's estate, both in wisdom and in stature 

(Luke 2:52). Like ourselves, He hungered, 

thirsted, ate, drank, slept, was wearied, felt pain, 

wept, rejoiced, marveled, was moved to anger 

and compassion. Having become flesh and taken 

a body, He prayed, read the Scriptures, suffered 

being tempted, and submitted His human will to 

the will of God the Father. And finally, in the 

same body, He really suffered and shed His 

blood, really died, was really buried, really rose 

again, and really ascended up into heaven. And 

yet all this time He was God as well as man! 

! This union of two natures in Christ's one 

person is doubtless one of the greatest mysteries 

of the Christian religion. It needs to be carefully 

stated. It is just one of those great truths that are 

not meant to be curiously pried into, but to be  

reverently believed. Nowhere, perhaps, shall we 

find a wiser, more judicious statement than in the 

second article of the Church of England. "The 

Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten 

from everlasting of the Father, the very and     

eternal God, and of one substance with the        

Father, took man's nature in the womb of the 

blessed virgin of her substance: so that two 

whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the  

Godhead and the manhood, were joined together 

in one person, never to be divided, whereof is one 

Christ, very God and very man." This is a most 

valuable declaration. This "sound speech, that 

cannot be condemned" (Titus 2:8). 

! But while we do not pretend to explain the 

two natures in our Lord Jesus Christ's person, we 

must not hesitate to fence the subject with      

well-defined cautions. While we state most     

carefully what we do believe, we must never    

forget that though our Lord was God and man at 

the same time, the divine and human natures in 

Him were never confounded. One nature did not 

swallow up the other. The two natures remained 

perfect and distinct. The [deity] of Christ was 

never for a moment laid aside, although veiled. 

The manhood of Christ, during His lifetime, was 

never or a moment unlike our own, though by  

union with the Godhead, greatly dignified. 

Though perfect God, Christ has always been    

perfect man from the first moment of His           

incarnation. He that is gone into heaven and is 

sitting at the Father's right hand to intercede for 

sinners is man as well as god. Though perfect 

man, Christ never ceased to be perfect God. He 

that suffered for sin on the cross and was made 

sin for us was God manifest in the flesh (1 Timo-

thy 3:16). The blood with which the Church was 

purchased is called the blood "of God" (Acts 

20:28). Though He became flesh in the fullest 

sense when He was born of the Virgin Mary, He 

never at any period ceased to be the Eternal 
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Word. To say that He constantly manifested His 

divine nature during His earthly ministry would, 

of course, be contrary to plain facts. To Attempt 

to explain why His Godhead was sometimes 

veiled and at other times unveiled, while He was 

on earth, would be venturing on ground that we 

had better leave alone. But to say that at any     

instant of His earthly ministry He was not fully 

and entirely God is nothing less than heresy. 

! The cautions just given may seem at first 

sight needless, wearisome, and hair-splitting. It is 

precisely the neglect of such cautions that ruins 

many souls. This constant, undivided union of 

two perfect natures in Christ's person is exactly 

that which gives infinite value to His mediation 

and qualifies Him to be the very Mediator that 

sinners need. Our Mediator can sympathize with 

us because He is very man. And yet, at the same 

time, He can deal with the Father for us on equal 

terms because He is very God. The same union 

gives infinite value to His righteousness when  

imputed to believers, the righteousness of One 

who was [and is] God as well as man. The same 

union gives infinite value to the atoning blood 

that He shed for sinners on the cross, the blood of 

one Who was [and is] God as well as man. The 

same union gives infinite value to His                 

resurrection: when He rose again as the Head of 

the body of believers, He rose not as a mere man, 

but as God. Let these things sink deeply into our 

hearts. The second Adam is far greater than the 

first Adam was. The first Adam was only man, 

and so he fell. The second Adam was God as well 

as man, and so He completely conquered. Let us 

leave the subject with feelings of deep gratitude 

and thankfulness. It is full of abounding           

consolation for all who know Christ by faith and 

believe on Him.

! Did the Word become flesh? Then He can be 

touched with the feelings of His people's            

infirmities because He has suffered Himself,      

being tempted. He is almighty because He is 

God, and yet He can feel with us because He is a 

man. Did the Word become flesh? Then He can 

supply us with a perfect pattern and example for 

our daily life. Had He walked among us as an  

angel or a spirit, we could never have copied 

Him. But having dwelt among us as a man, we 

know that the true standard of holiness is to 

"walk even as He walked" (1 John 2:6). He is a  

perfect pattern because He is God. But He is also 

a pattern exactly suited to our [needs] because 

He is man. 

! Finally, did the Word become flesh? Then let 

us see in our mortal bodies a real, true dignity, 

and not defile them by sin. Vile and weak as our 

body may seem, it is a body that the eternal Son 

of God was not ashamed to take upon Himself 

and to take up to heaven. That simple fact is a 

pledge that He will raise our bodies at the last 

day and glorify them together with His own. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

(From Expository Thoughts on the Gospels: St. John,

Vol. 1, in the public domain.)
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SOVEREIGNTY 

IN 

SUFFERING

By:

Jordan Walker

Statesboro, GA



And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was 

blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, 

saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his    

parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, 

Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: 

but that the works of God should be made     

manifest in him. 

(John 9:1-3) 

! ”Why?” It's a question that inevitably arises 

anytime we grapple with the reality of human  

suffering. Whether we are struggling mightily 

with our own afflictions and problems or we are 

heartbroken over the painful trials that we watch 

others going through, we all eventually consider 

the question of “Why?”

!  One manifestation of this question comes 

in the all-too- familiar form: "What did I/they 

ever do to deserve this?" Why am I going 

through a messy divorce? Why did my loved one 

die long before I was ready to let them go? Why 

is that young man confined to a wheelchair be-

cause of the Cerebral Palsy that was the result of 

losing oxygen for just a few moments during the      

birthing process? Why is that woman blind or 

deaf or both? Why did that soldier have to be so 

horribly maimed while defending our country? 

Why? Why! Why?! 

! We, as Christians, claim to believe that God 

is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient; in 

short, He is sovereign. Absolute sovereignty, the 

kind that we attribute to the Almighty God, 

means that God is in control of everything. That's 

everything, as in EVERY thing. That means that a 

hair doesn't fall out of your head without the  

Sovereign one allowing it to happen. It means 

that no one suffers apart from God's ultimate  

say-so. Remember Job? His was the                  

quintessential account of human suffering; a man 

who lost literally everything in one fell swoop. 

We like to blame Satan for Job's children all      

perishing, his livestock all being stolen and 

slaughtered, and the physical suffering that the 

man himself endured; but the Bible tells us in no 

uncertain terms that Satan was allowed to bring 

such calamity upon Job by God himself. If it was 

true that Job's suffering was 100% sanctioned by 

God, is it not equally true for any suffering we 

now experience or wit- ness? If we follow God's 

complete sovereignty over all things to its logical 

end, can we come to any conclusion other than 

the simple one that God is in control of all          

afflictions? 

! Many are tempted to believe in the "karma" 

theory. Pagans may explain this as everything in 

the Universe equaling out in the end - the whole 

"what goes around comes around" idea. But even 

God-fearers may fall into a similar line of           

anthropocentric thinking. Jesus' own disciples  

reasoned that for this man in John 9 to have been 

born blind, either he himself or his parents must 

have committed some sin to deserve such a       

terrible lot. That's essentially the theist's idea of 

karma - that sins will result in predictably severe 

calamities upon either the offending party or 

their offspring. And quite frankly, the idea is not 

entirely wrong. We see time and time again,      

punitive action being brought down upon the   

Israelites in the Old Testament because of their 

sins and transgressions against God. Certainly, 

there is a very Biblical element of "reaping what 

you sow" in the lives of mankind. God's people 

especially will suffer chastisement and discipline 
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in various forms when they stray from the way 

they ought to be behaving (Hebrews 12:6). So the 

idea that sin begets suffering is not incorrect, 

rather it is the disciple's application that errs. 

They asked Jesus when they saw the blind man, 

"Teacher, why is it that this man has suffered so, 

such that he has been blind from birth and his   

entire life is relegated to begging in the streets? Is 

it because of his sins or the sins of his parents?" 

And so the Teacher teaches "It was not that this 

man sinned, or his parents" says Jesus. Now that 

is an interesting statement. The thought here is 

not that this man and his parents were perfect, as 

surely they were sinners just like all of the seed of 

Adam. The man's parents were certainly sinners, 

and the man born blind was also definitely      

conceived in sin and born into depravity himself 

(Psalm 51:5); but, says Jesus, the man's affliction 

is not primarily a result of anything they have 

done. You see, this great disability of blindness 

and all the suffering brought upon not only the 

blind man himself, but the whole family, was not 

retribution for sin. This was not "karma", nor was 

it divine punishment. Rather, Jesus says that the 

man was born blind in order that "the works of 

God might be displayed in him." 

! Notice the striking contrast between the   

disciples' assumption that the blindness was due 

to the actions of man (man-centered), and the 

truth which Jesus asserts that the blindness was 

allowed by God for His own ultimate purpose 

(God-centered). Keep in mind we are not just  

talking about a momentary difficulty that God  

allowed so that He could fix it quickly without 

much pain or trouble. No, this man was born 

blind and lived years all the way into his adult 

life with this incredible disability by the world's 

standards. His life, and the life of his family, had 

been massively difficult and painful up until the 

point that Jesus Christ anointed his eyes with 

mud and instructed him to go and wash in the 

pool of Siloam. This man and his family had     

suffered for years! And for what? All so that the 

healing power of the Christ and the works of 

God might be displayed in him on this fateful 

day? Really? Yes.

! What are we to do with that? How can we 

deal with that Biblical truth? Many professing 

Christians today don't buy it. They cannot     

imagine a God who would allow such human  

suffering all for His ultimate glory and the     

eventual ultimate good of the man. For many, 

that whole scenario compromises their unbiblical 

idea of who and what God really is. So they      

ignore it. They don't deal with it, nor do they    

accept it as God's truth. But for those of us who 

believe in the Scriptures and cherish every single 

saying contained within (even the "hard            

sayings"), we must ask what this teaches us about 

our Lord? I would contend that it reveals the 

very core of God's goodness and graciousness. 

While some may view this whole idea of God's 

sovereignty in man's suffering as inhumane and 

harsh, I believe it is His tenderness and mercy   

expressed in a way that is just hard for us to      

initially recognize. Because, ultimately what    

happens? Yes, the man is granted physical        

eyesight for the first time in his life through a    

miraculous healing. But that is not all - look what 

happens toward the end of the chapter: “Jesus 

heard that they had cast him out; and when he 

had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou      

believe on the Son of God? He answered and said, 

Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 
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And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen 

him, and it is he that talketh with thee. And he 

said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him” 

(John 9:35-38). Through all the suffering of a life 

of blindness, this man's soul was redeemed. 

Through the childhood of darkness, the trials for 

his entire family, and even the adult life on the 

streets begging for each and every morsel of food 

that he partook of, God was there and God's plan 

for his life was unfolding. He was born that way 

so that the miraculous work of restoring physical 

sight might be accomplished; but more than that, 

he was born that way so that he would come to 

know, and see, and believe in the Son of God so 

that he might see God's great salvation. You see, 

God did allow incredible suffering. But He did so 

for the ultimate good of His chosen child and for 

His own glory. 

“And we know that all things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose”(Romans 8:28). 

! Our sufferings and tribulations are all a part 

of God's plan. He not only allows them, but he 

uses them to reveal His glorious works in and 

through them! God is sovereign over and in all 

human suffering. That's what the Book says... Do 

you believe it?

------------------------------------------------------------------

(Brother Jordan Walker is a member of the Statesboro 

Primitive Baptist Church in Statesboro, Georgia and 

the grandson of Elder Emerson Proctor)

10



NEWS FROM 

THE 

DENOMINATION



Lighthouse Annual Meeting 

January 21, 2017 

Jesup Primitive Baptist Church 

10:00 AM 

The Lighthouse Annual Meeting will be at the Jesup Primitive Baptist 

Church in Jesup, Ga. On Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. 

Elder Keith Tillman will be our Keynote Speaker. All participating 

churches are invited to send a representative, contributing individu-

als and others interested in this ministry are also invited. 

See info at www.lighthousebiblestudy.org and listen to the latest     

programs at www.sermonaudio.com/lhrbs. 

Please email us at EdCBou@gmail.com ,using “LHAM2017” in the 

Subject Line, or contact me by using the information below: 

Lighthouse Annual Meeting

100 Circle Drive Statesboro, Ga. 30461

Phone: 912- 764-3744 

Please let us know by Saturday, Jan. 14, 2017 if you plan to attend, in 

order for us to plan the noon meal after the meeting.

Available For Supply

Elder Emerson Proctor 

proc1950@frontiernet.net 

Home (912) 681-7335 

Cell: (912) 690-2790 

Elder Jake Futch 

jafutch@yahoo.com

Cell: (912)-531-2580

(Beginning January 1, 2017)

http://www.lighthousebiblestudy.org
http://www.lighthousebiblestudy.org
http://www.sermonaudio.com/lhrbs
http://www.sermonaudio.com/lhrbs
mailto:EdCBou@gmail.com
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mailto:proc1950@frontiernet.net
mailto:proc1950@frontiernet.net
mailto:jafutch@yahoo.com
mailto:jafutch@yahoo.com


NEWS FROM 

THE CHURCHES



Sharon Church 

Culloden, GA

The Rose of Sharon Ladies Circle has planned our 

Christmas Luncheon of December 10, 2016, at 

River Forest Country Club. Please join us for a 

great time in the Lord. We really had an excellent 

attendance at our family night in October and   

enjoyed a Low Country Boil and a movie. We 

were overjoyed with our Fall Meeting, November 

8, 9, 10, 2016 with excellent messages by Elder 

Walt DeLoach. We continue to be blessed each 

Sunday with messages that the Lord is bringing 

through our speakers. On November 15th our 

Church hosted a Community Wide prayer     

meeting for rain, the church was almost full with 

farmers, church members and community     

members. Sharon Church will have a traditional 

Thanksgiving meal for our 3rd Saturday night 

family night service on 11-19-2016. When you are 

in the area we welcome you to the Sharon Family 

for worship. ! ! ! ! - Betty Pierson

------------------------------------------------------------------

Statesboro Church

Statesboro, GA

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church would like to 

wish you a Merry Christmas. Our Christmas    

Program will be on December 11, 2016 at 6:30p.m. 

The Biblical Story of Baby Christ from Prophecy 

to Fulfillment. Sister Katrena (Nesmith) Wilson, 

age 98, passed away Monday, October 24, 2016, at 

the Ogeechee Area Hospice after a short illness. 

She was born December 11, 1917, in the Nevils 

Community in Bulloch county. She was a       

member of Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, 

enjoying many church activities with friends in 

the Faith Bible Study Class and Mina Franklin  

Circle. ! ! ! ! - Melanie Nessmith

------------------------------------------------------------------

Mountain View Church

Ft. Payne, AL

Greetings from Mt. View! We have had a very 

busy summer and fall. Our new pastor, Elder 

Marvin Paulk and Sister Brenda, have been with 

us for nine months now and are settled into their 

new home. We love and appreciate them so 

much! As always, Mt. View was very active in all 

phases of the Tri-States Camp this year. Brother 

Gabe Lankford was camp president, and his Dad, 

Brother Larry, was Counselor; several of our 

youth were elected to office for 2017. Our youth 

signing team presented "Down To The River," for 

the devotional, and our skit "Japutcha," won 2rd 

place. In July, Sister Nadine Gadberry                

represented Mt. View at the Music Workshop, 

and our PBYF group enjoyed a day of fun       

boating, swimming and at a cookout on Weiss 

Lake. Our hearts rejoiced on July 17th when      

Sister Leanna Johnson joined the church. Our 

youth have continued Wednesday bible study 

and conducting each 5th Sunday worship service. 

Our monthly food pantry ministry, run by Sister 

Patricia Rountree, is still distributing                   

approximately 15 boxes per month thanks to the 

generosity of our members. Brothers Steve      

Roberts and Levone Johnson served as our      

messengers to the Sequatchie Valley Association, 

and many other members attended. On October 

30, the PBYF hosted a Fall Fest and Trunk or 

Treat. In November, our Fall Meeting was held on 

the 8th - 11th with Elder Steve Flowers as guest 
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minister, and Homecoming was on Nov. 20th. !

! ! ! ! ! - Sheila Hopper Akins

------------------------------------------------------------------

Bay Branch Church

Belleville, GA

The Bay Branch Church clerk is Stoy Martin, 1751 

Old Highway 250, Claxton, GA 30417. All mail 

should be directed to this address. 
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GOD WITH US

By:

Charles H. Spurgeon

(1834-1892)



“They shall call his name Emmanuel, which      

being interpreted is, God with us.”

(Matthew 1:23) 

! If Jesus Christ be "God with us," let us come 

to God without any question or hesitancy.      

Whoever you may be, you need no priest or      

intercessor to introduce you to God for God has 

introduced Himself to you. 

! Are you children? Then come to God in the 

child Jesus, Who slept in Bethlehem's manger. 

Oh, ye grey heads, ye need not keep back, but 

like Simeon come and take Him in your arms, 

and say, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant      

depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine 

eyes have seen thy salvation" (Luke 2:29). O man, 

God comes to you as one like yourself. Do not be 

afraid to come to the gentle Jesus. Do not imagine 

that you need to be prepared for an audience 

with Him, or that you [lack] the intercession of a 

saint or the intervention of priest or minister.  

Anyone could have come to the babe in           

Bethlehem. The horned oxen, I think, ate of the 

hay on which He slept and feared not. Jesus is the 

friend of each one of us, sinful and unworthy 

though we be. You, poor ones, you need not fear 

to come, for, see, in a stable He is born, and in a 

manger He is cradled. You have not worse         

accommodation than His; you are not poorer 

than He is. Come and welcome to the poor man's 

Prince, to the peasants' Savior. Stay not back 

through fear of your unfitness; the shepherds 

came to Him in all their dishabille [meaning 

dressed in a negligent or careless style]. I read not 

that they tarried to put on their best garments; 

but in the clothes in which they wrapped       

themselves that cold midnight, they hastened just 

as they were to the young child's presence. God 

looks not at garments, but at hearts, and accepts 

men when they come to Him with willing spirits, 

whether they are rich or poor. Come, then! Come, 

and welcome, for God indeed is "God with us." 

! But, oh, let there be no delay about it. It did 

seem to me, as I turned this subject over            

yesterday, that for any man to say, "I will not 

come to God," after God has come to man in such 

a form as this, is an unpardonable act of treason. 

Peradventure, you knew not God's love when 

you sinned, as you did; [perhaps], though you 

persecuted His saints, you did it ignorantly in   

unbelief; but, behold—your God extends the     

olive branch of peace to you, extends it in a    

wondrous way, for He Himself comes here to be 

born of a woman that He may meet with you 

who were born of women too and save you from 

your sin. Will you not hearken now that He 

speaks by His Son?

! And as you who have given up all hope, 

you that think yourselves so degraded and fallen 

that there can be no future for you — there is 

nope for you yet; for you are a man, and the      

being [seated] next to God is a man (Hebrews 

1:3). He that is God is also man, and there is  

something about that fact that ought to make you 

say, "Yes, I may yet discover, mahap [or perhaps], 

brotherhood to the Son of man Who is the Son of 

God. I, even I, may yet be lifted up to be set 

among princes, even the princes of His people, 

by virtue of my regenerated manhood, which 

brings me into relation with the manhood of 

Christ, and so into relation with the Godhead." 

Fling not yourself away, oh man. Turn you to 
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your God with full purpose of heart, and you 

shall find a grand destiny in store for you. 

! Now my brethren, to you is the last word: 

let us be with God since God is with us. I give 

you for a watchword through the year to come: 

"Emmanuel, God with us." You, the saints          

redeemed by blood, have a right to all this in its 

fullest sense, drink into it and be filled with    

courage. Do not say, "We can do nothing." Who 

are ye that can do nothing. God is with you. 

! Do not say, "The church is feeble and fallen 

upon evil times"— nay, "God is with us!"       

Whatever is possible or whatever is impossible, 

Christians can do at God's command, for God is 

with us. Do you not see that the word, "God with 

us" puts impossibility out of all existence? Hearts 

that never could else be broken will be broken if 

God be with us. Errors that never else could be 

[proven false] can be overthrown by "God with 

us." Things impossible with men are possible 

with God...Let us live with it upon our hearts: 

"The best of all is God with us." Blessed Son of 

God, we thank Thee that Thou hast brought us 

that word. Amen.

------------------------------------------------------------------

(From a sermon delivered on Lord's Day morning,  

December 26, 1875, at the                                        

Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington)
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Obituaries

BOWEN, John Robert - 

January 21, 1943 to October 28, 2016. 

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia. 

MANNING, Patsy Walker - 

September 15, 1952 to November 5, 2016 

Brunswick Primitive Baptist Church, Brunswick, Georgia 

WILSON, Katrena (Nesmith) - 

December 11, 1917 to October 24, 2016.

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 

Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; 

Revelation 14:13



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner    
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist            

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession. 

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and  
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice. 

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate. 

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and 
the final perseverance of the saints. 

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is 
by His grace alone. 

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of     
Jesus Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed 
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and     

service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. 

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, 
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and 

body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to  
punishment in hell forever.


