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! In this season of exchanging gifts, we are mindful of the greatest expression of gift-giving ever 
known to mankind; the gift of the Son of God. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son…” (John 3:16a). The gift of Jesus is such a precious gift. 

! In this issue, we consider the response of those who have received the gift of Christ as Saviour 
and LORD. In the article by Elder Robbins, you will notice the response of the Apostle Paul, as seen in 
his letter to the church at Philippi. How it was that he desired to live for Christ. In Elder McCoy’s      
article, you will see how the gift of Christ changed the lives of two Ukrainian men; and how they      
responded to the gift of life by the giving of their lives to ministry. In Elder Emerson Proctor’s article, 
you read of how the gift of Jesus has changed the world.

! Speaking of gifts given, we continue to rejoice in the liberality of many of our subscribers. 
Through the kindness of many, we have been able put the Banner Herald on a more sure financial 
foundation. With a more stable financial status, we are in the process of putting the Banner Herald on 
the Web. Brother Andrew Tucker has worked diligently on this project. We also wish to thank Elder       
Vernon Eckleberry for his contributions in this endeavor. There is an article in this issue that explains 
how one can access the website.

! The editors of the Banner Herald sincerely desire to produce a periodical that glorifies God and 
serves the interests of the Progressive Primitive Baptists and others who read its contents. We’d        
certainly like to hear from you as to how we can improve the periodical. Send comments to the          
following email address: thebannerherald1918@outlook.com. Thank you for your loyalty as a           
subscriber! 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! - Editors

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM 

THE EDITORS OF THE 

BANNER HERALD!
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AN UNLIKELY 
CHRISTMAS 
PASSAGE

BY:

ELDER DEAN ROBBINS

PASTOR OF

FAITH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

SAVANNAH, GA



For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain 

Philippians 1:21

! These words of the Apostle Paul, written to 

the church at Philippi, would probably not be 

listed among the top ten passages when one 

thinks of the Christmas story. Perhaps it ought to 

be given some consideration. When thinking of 

the gifts the Magi brought to the Christ child, 

what better gift can we offer to Christ than to    

offer ourselves; to give our life in whole-hearted 

service to our great Savior and Lord. 

! The purpose for Jesus’ incarnation was to 

give His people life. John records these familiar 

words of Jesus: “… I am come that they might 

have life, and that they might have it more    

abundantly” (John 10:10b). God entered into 

time, becoming flesh and blood, for the purpose 

of giving eternal life to those whom the Father 

had given to him. Who among mankind is better 

to understand the significance of the ministry of 

the incarnate Christ than the Apostle Paul? In this 

same epistle to the church at Philippi, Paul would 

later write: “Let this mind be in you, which was 

also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of 

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 

God: But made himself of no reputation, and 

took upon him the form of a servant, and was 

made in the likeness of men: And being found 

in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 

became obedient unto death, even the death of 

the cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). If you are looking 

for a good explanation of the concept of the       

incarnation, Paul gives it in this passage. In     

coming into this world as a baby, born in        

Bethlehem, he purposefully emptied himself of 

the glory that had with the Father. He must be 

made in the likeness of men. He must take on the 

form of a servant. He must do so in order to lay 

down his life by dying upon the cross. He must 

do all these things in order to redeem His people 

from reaping the wages of their sins. The baby in 

the manger would become the servant who 

would hang upon the cross in order to bring to 

His people life; life more abundant. 

! The response of Paul for this wonderful    

redemptive act was to give all of himself; to give 

his own life to the service of his Savior. That is a 

simple explanation for his words – “For me to 

live is Christ and to die is gain.” His identity 

was to be found in Christ. He preached the       

gospel for the sake of Christ and for the glory of 

Christ. He endured persecution for sake of Christ 

and for the furtherance of the gospel of Christ. 

For me to live is Christ, so the Apostle said. 

! Is it so with you, dear reader to whom Jesus 

has given life and life more abundant? Paul’s    

resolve to live for Christ should not be a unique 

one. Yes, he was an apostle of Jesus given the task 

of preaching the gospel. However, his experience 

is a common one for all of the elect. Jesus came 

into this world to seek and to save the lost. Paul 

was lost, sought and found by our LORD. If you 

are accounted among those whom Christ has 

sought and found, do you not owe him your life? 

Should you not likewise say – For me to live is 

Christ and to die is gain? In the midst of the joys 

of this holiday season, may you remember the  

reason why God became flesh and blood! He did 

so in order to become obedient unto death, even 

the death of the cross! Let us give to him as a gift, 

our life, our service and our sincere desire to   

pursue holiness.
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WALKING, 
RISING,

AND SITTING 
TOGETHER

A LOOK AT EPHESIANS 2

BY:

ELDER PAT MCCOY

PASTOR OF 

ATLANTA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

ATLANTA, GA



! When I read Ephesians chapter 2, I am      

reminded of how God saves each person who is 

in Christ. It’s the same all over the world. The 

Apostle Paul is an outstanding example of how 

God brings a person from being an alien to being 

a Christian. Paul was always reminding each   

person and each church that the position they 

held was because God had brought them out of 

darkness and placed them in God’s marvelous 

light. Our life before Christ is like everyone else 

in this world. “Wherefore remember, that ye    

being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are 

called Uncircumcision by that which is called 

the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 

That at that time ye were without Christ, being 

aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers from the covenants of promise, having 

no hope, and without God in the world:”   

(Ephesians 2:11,12).

! Before Christ we were all without Christ,  

aliens and strangers from the covenants of    

promise, having no hope and without God in the 

world. WOW! No hope! Without God! Paul had 

been in that same condition before his trip to    

Damascus. Think with me about Paul’s life. He 

persecuted believers and would bind them and 

carry them to Jerusalem to have them tried and at 

times put to death. He hated the Church and the 

Savior. 

! But when God called him Paul made a   

complete turnaround and this is exactly how God 

works in our lives today. “But now in Christ     

Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made 

nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph 2:13). What a 

difference! From being an alien, who is far off 

from God, to being close (nigh) to God by the 

blood of Jesus Christ. 

! It seems that, for most of us, we very         

seldom see someone have an experience like 

Paul’s. We do not see someone who was doing 

harm to people and had no thought of God at all. 

In the past few years, as I have traveled to 

Ukraine, I have become acquainted with two 

men who literally came from darkness to God’s 

marvelous light. One I met about 10 years ago. 

He is a pastor in the city of Rivne. His former life 

reminds me of characters in movies with        

gangsters. This man was literally a member of the 

Mafia. In fact, he was a hit man for them. Part of 

his work was to make sure certain people          

disappeared. He had connections all over 

Ukraine and in fact all of USSR. He was a drug 

dealer and user. He describes himself as being 

“evil.” Ephesians 2: 2-3 describes him very        

literally. “Wherein in time past ye walked        

according to the course of this world, according 

to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 

that now worketh in the children of                  

disobedience: Among whom also we all had our 

conversation in times past in the lusts of our 

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 

the mind; and were by nature the children of 

wrath, even as others.”

! But then something happened to him. His 

experience is explained in v. 4-7, “But God, who 

is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 

loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath 

quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 

are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and 

made us sit together in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might 
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shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” Now, 

this brother stands as Paul stood, declaring the 

mercy, love and grace of God that called him 

away from his former life and called him to be a 

preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A few 

years ago I heard him correct another pastor    

concerning his position on Salvation. He referred 

to Ephesians chapter 1 and explained the work of 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in our                

redemption. Then he went to chapter 2 and asked 

this brother how someone who is dead can        

respond to the Gospel. A person must first be 

born of the Spirit. Wonderful to hear this truth 

preached and explained half way around the 

world.

! A second brother I just met in November. 

He too preaches salvation by grace. His former 

and present life also show the power of God in 

bringing a person into His kingdom. [Pastor] Igor 

is well known in the city and region he resides in. 

Some remember him in his former life style and 

wonder how He could have changed so much. 

Igor was the organizer and head of all the gangs 

in the region. At one point there were 50 men 

leading these gangs. Igor was over all of them. 

They were involved in the drug trafficking,    

prostitution, extortion and everything else you 

can think of that was evil and ungodly. Business 

men feared him. He always got what he wanted. 

If not, he was known to shoot knee-caps. 

! Before we arrived, he was involved in    

making arrangements for our meals. He went to 

a local restaurant and asked them how much 

they would charge per meal for a group of 15-20 

for six days. At first, knowing his past, the owner 

said, “I will give you the meals free.” Igor said, 

“No, we will pay.” So they settled on a very good 
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price for us. His conversion was so wonderful. I 

mentioned earlier that he was head of a group of 

50 gangs. Forty eight of those men are [now] 

dead, one is in prison for life. Igor is the only one 

left. He was also imprisoned and knew his fate 

was final. However, the Lord had other plans for 

him. The church, which he now pastors,         

sponsored a prison ministry and Bible study. Igor 

attended one of these Bible studies, actually   

looking for a possible way to get out of prison. 

He was given the gospel of John. After reading it, 

he became more curious about Christianity. As a 

result he became a believer, was baptized and 

soon was released from prison. He went to the 

church and became a member. Now he is pastor 

and God is using him mightily to preach His    

gospel. His feeling about himself would be that 

expressed by Paul in Ephesians 3:8 - Unto me, 

who am less than the least of all saints, is this 

grace given, that I should preach among the    

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

! As I write about these two brothers and 

their conversions, I am reminded that God works 

this same way every day all around the world. It 

also reminds me that God has a people in every 

nation, kindred, tongue and tribe. He touches 

people from every walk of life and changes their 

lives.

! My final thought as I look at these two 

brothers is that God regenerates, calls and       

sanctifies us for a purpose. That purpose is given 

in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 

God hath before ordained that we should walk 

in them.” We are God’s creation, His product. As 

God’s creation, our lives are changed. Our former 

lifestyle is changed and we have new a way of  

living. 2Corinthians 5:17 [states], “Therefore if 

any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are 

become new.”

! As God’s creation, we are “ordained”       

predestined, before appointed, unto Good Works. 

God has a lifestyle for us to live and a work for 

us to do. God has predetermined that we should 

live holy lives which bring honor and glory to 

Him. Remember, we are “created in Christ Jesus 

unto good works.” Being in Christ means Christ 

is in us. As men look on us, do they see Jesus in 

us? As men looked at Jesus, they beheld God and 

His glory. John 1:14 states, “And the Word was 

made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we        

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only          

begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”

! May we be what God wants us to be and 

what He has created us to be. May our lives bring 

Glory to the Father. Whether therefore ye eat, or 

drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 

God (1Corinthians 10:31).
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“Man's maker was made man that He, 
Ruler of the stars, might nurse at His 

mother's breast; that the Bread might 
hunger, the Fountain thirst, the Light 

sleep, the Way be tired on its journey; 
that Truth might be accused of false 

witnesses, the Teacher be beaten with 
whips, the Foundation be suspended on 
wood; that Strength might grow weak; 

that the Healer might be wounded; that 
Life might die.”

- Augustine of Hippo -



THE KINGDOM 
OF 

JESUS CHRIST

BY:

ELDER EMERSON PROCTOR

PASTOR OF 

BETHESDA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

WADLEY, GA



! When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary 

to announce the birth of Jesus Christ, he said    

several astounding things to her. They were      

astounding to her then, and they are yet             

astounding to us as we ponder them two        

thousand years later. They are so because they  

describe something which is absolutely unique in 

the history of mankind. They describe the     

breaking into human history of the absolutely 

transcendent God of eternity. Those things being 

so, let us look at some of these astounding truths.

! The first fact with which Mary was           

confronted was that she, who was a virgin (Luke 

1:27), would conceive and bear a son. That was 

something which had never happened before, 

nor has it ever happened since. This Son would 

result from a virgin birth. And this Son's name 

would be “Jesus,” the ancient name of Him who 

would bring Jehovah's salvation to men. Further, 

Mary's Son would be great and would be called 

“the Son of the Highest” (Luke 1:32). Think of the 

effect these words must have had on Mary. 

Surely, she could hardly grasp was the Angel was 

saying to her! Her Son would possess inherent 

greatness, not merely have greatness attributed to 

Him. This means that in His very nature and     

essence of who He was, He is the Son of God. 

Then Gabriel tells Mary that her Son would be 

given the throne of His father David. This was an 

unmistakable reference to the prophecies relating 

to the promise of God to establish David's      

kingdom in perpetuity. Look at these two         

passages to which Gabriel surely had reference. 2 

Samuel 7:12: And when thy days be fulfilled, 

and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set 

up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out 

of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 

Psalms 89:3-4: I have made a covenant with my 

chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, 

Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up 

thy throne to all generations. Selah.

! Gabriel is telling Mary that these prophecies 

would have their fulfillment in her Son. More 

than likely, Mary would have been familiar with 

these Scriptures. She was beginning to                

understand what Gabriel meant. The Angel was 

telling her that she was going to be the mother of 

Israel's Messiah. That is who is described in Luke 

1:32; “He shall be great, and shall be called the 

Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 

unto him the throne of his father David.” And 

finally, she was told that He, the Son who would 

be born to her, would reign over the house of    

Jacob forever: “and of His Kingdom there shall 

be no end” (Luke 1:33). 

! The reign of this child born to Mary would 

be a never ending one. As to the nature of this 

reign, William Hendricksen summarizes it well: 

"It should be unnecessary to state that according 

to our Lord's own explanation it is not an earthly 

or political kingdom that is in view here, but 

rather the kingdom or rule of grace and truth    

established in the hearts and lives of all those 

who have the God of Jacob as their refuge (Psalm 

46:7, 11) (William Hendricksen, The Gospel of 

Luke, p. 87). These are some of the essential 

truths which are part of the meaning of the birth 

of Christ. They are the things which ought to    

occupy the minds of the people of God at this  

season. I am sure that, after this revelation to 

Mary, most other things seemed unimportant to 

her. When we come to grips with this truth in our 

hearts and minds, likewise other things will 

surely be secondary. May the good Lord be 

pleased to fill our minds with the glory of Christ 

at this Christmas season.
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PRAISE FOR THE INCARNATION
BY JOHN NEWTON

SWEETER SOUNDS THAN MUSIC KNOWS

 CHARM ME IN IMMANUEL'S NAME;

 ALL HER HOPES MY SPIRIT OWES

 TO HIS BIRTH, AND CROSS, AND SHAME.

 WHEN HE CAME, THE ANGELS SUNG,

"GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH;"

 LORD, UNLOOSE MY STAMM'RING TONGUE,

 WHO SHOULD LOUDER SING THAN I?

 DID THE LORD A MAN BECOME,

 THAT HE MIGHT THE LAW FULFILL,

 BLEED AND SUFFER IN MY ROOM,

 AND CANST THOU, MY TONGUE, BE STILL?

 NO, I MUST MY PRAISES BRING,

 THOUGH THEY WORTHLESS ARE AND WEAK;

 FOR SHOULD I REFUSE TO SING, 

SURE THE VERY STONES WOULD SPEAK.

 O MY SAVIOUR, SHIELD, AND SUN,

 SHEPHERD, BROTHER, HUSBAND, FRIEND,

 EV'RY PRECIOUS NAME IN ONE,

 I WILL LOVE THEE WITHOUT END.



NEWS FROM THE 
DENOMINATION



Lighthouse Foundation Annual Meeting!

! The Lighthouse Annual Meeting will be at the Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church on Saturday,   

January 23, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. Elder Steve Flowers will be our Keynote Speaker. The church address is 

393 Bay Branch Church Rd, Claxton, GA 30417 All participating churches are invited to send a                 

representative, contributing    individuals and others interested in this ministry are also invited.  

Please E-mail EdCBou@gmail.com , Mail me at 100 Circle Drive Statesboro, Ga. 30461 or call me at             

912-764-3744 by Saturday, Jan. 16, 2016 if you plan to attend, in order for us to plan the noon meal     

after the meeting. 

Special Note To churches:

! We are seeking to put the Lighthouse Bible Study Radio Program On some other Station(s)     

preferably FM and with other Christian Programs. If you listen to or know of a Station in your           

listening area and would like for them to be considered, please send the Station Information to 

EdCBou@gmail.com. Thank You. - Ed Boulineau (Chairman of the Board).
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Available For Supply:
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Elder Tommy McGee

259 Marvin Findley Rd.

Collins, GA. 30421

Home: (912)-684-2572

Cell: (912)-282-8075

Elder John L. Tillman

756 So. 3rd St.

Jesup, GA. 31545

(912)-427-9029

elderjohnl@bellsouth.net

Lic. Andrew Tucker

1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays

andrew_tucker@ymail.com

Cell: (912)-687-1125

Lic. Ben R. Nessmith

333 Jewel Dr.

Statesboro, GA. 30458

(912)-481-0960

brnjr@frontiernet.net

A Wonderful Christmas Gift...

Upon This Rock”, the special musical 

drama production by the 2015      

Primitive Baptist Music Workshop, is 

now available on DVD. Ordering      

information is available at the            

following website: 

http://firstcityfilms.wix.com/uponthi

srock

Progressive Primitive Baptist

Library & Archives

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator

8 South Zetterower Ave.

Statesboro, GA 30458

(912)-489-5762
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NEWS FROM 
THE 

CHURCHES



Lake Chapel Church

Patterson, Ga

! Greetings from Lake Chapel! Elder Dean 
Robbins, pastor from Faith PB Church in            
Savannah, supplied for us on Oct 11 while Bro 
Sam and Sister Tina were away. Brother Jimmie 
and Sister Susie Deal served as delegate and      
alternate, respectively, at the 120th Session of the 
Bethel Association Oct 12 at the Jesup PB in Jesup 
Ga. Our Lord truly blessed the ministers with 
powerful messages that we needed to hear. Lake 
Chapel will be hosting the 121st session next 
year, and we invite all our Sister churches, 
friends, and neighbors to attend. If you are in our 
area, please stop in and visit with us.

------------------------------------------------------------------

Ramah Church

Barnesville, GA

! Grace and peace to our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. We rejoiced when Bryan and Melinda 
Rooks came forward seeking a home at Ramah 
and were baptized October 11. They, along with 
their sons Troy and Eli, are welcomed with loving 
arms. The Brotherhood hosted the annual        
Pancake Supper and the Ladies Auxiliary hosted 
the Bake Sale in October. Proceeds will benefit 
Wyatt Andrews, Georgia Baptist Children’s 
Home, and help pay postage for Operation  
Christmas Child. Also in October, the youth held 
their annual Pumpkin Carving and Trunk or 
Treat. Out fall meeting with Elder Keith          
Hamilton was filled with the Spirit and good    
fellowship. In November, Ramah joyfully         
supported Sherry Farr and Monta Rae Purser, 
sending them off wrapped in prayers to the 
Ukraine as part of the DMI Ministry. May God 
richly bless these willing servants and those they 
go to serve. The church was saddened by the 
passing of Melissa Harper, daughter of John and 
Waunda Harper. We lift up prayers for peace and 
comfort for all the family. Ramah looks forward 

to hosting the Ministers School January 4th – 6th. 
Please join us at Ramah for worship whenever 
you are able. 

------------------------------------------------------------------

Middleground Church

Statesboro, GA

! Greetings from all of us at the                   
Middleground Church! October and November 
have both been very busy months for us mixed 
with tears of joy and tears of sorrow. The month 
of October we lost three precious sisters, Sister 
Marilyn Jones Riggs on October 3rd, Sister       
Sandra Brannen Aldrich on October 9th, and     
sister Jan Barnard Haygood on October 11th.     
Although our hearts were heavy and full of      
sorrow, the Lord welcomed them to that Eternal 
Home that we all long for; a place where there 
will be no pain or suffering; a place where we 
will be with our Lord and Savior throughout   
eternity. On November 7th, we enjoyed our Fall 
Festival at the home of Sue and Freddie Tucker. 
After a week of clouds and rain, the Lord blessed 
us with some sunshine. Everyone enjoyed a   
wonderful time of fellowship. There was plenty 
of food. And games for the young and young at 
heart. Our regular three night fall meeting was 
held on November 17th, 18th, and 19th. Our 
guest preachers in order were Elders Steve       
Taylor, Lindy Webb Jr. and Vernon Eckleberry. We 
were truly fed from the Master’s Table. All three 
nights we had special music. God is so good to us 
and we have so much to be thankful for. By now, 
everyone has enjoyed Thanksgiving with family 
and friends. Let us remember to always be   
thankful; not just on special occasions but every 
day of our lives.

A Note To The Churches: Many of our subscribers enjoy reading 

the news from the churches. We encourage the sharing of news of 

interest. Please send those news items in by the 10th of each 

month for publication in the upcoming issue. We do ask that you 

limit the news items to 250 words. Send the church news by mail 

to: The Banner Herald, P.O Box 125 Statesboro, GA 30459 or pref-

erably by email to: thebannerherald1918@outlook.com. 
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ON THE 
VIRGIN BIRTH

! The following is an excerpt taken from D. Martin Lloyd 

Jones’ article entitled, “Christ is the Word Made Flesh.” The 

article appeared in the Free Grace Broadcaster Issue #219. The 

title of the issue was, “The Person of Christ.” The excerpt deals 

with the subject of the Virgin Birth of Jesus. The whole of the 

article can be found in the book, Great Doctrines of the Bible, 

Volume I: God the Father, God the Son, 1996, 255-265. The 

Free Grace Broadcaster is a publication of Chapel Library in 

Pensacola Florida.



! What, then, of this doctrine? What have we 

to say about it in general, especially having in 

mind those who find it difficult? I would suggest 

once more that it is a doctrine that is quite          

inevitable if you really do believe the doctrine of 

the incarnation. If you really do believe that the 

babe in the manger in Bethlehem is the Second 

Person in the Trinity—and that is the truth—then 

I cannot see that there is any difficulty about this 

doctrine of the virgin birth. Indeed, I would find 

myself in much greater difficulty if I did not have 

the doctrine of the virgin birth to believe. You see, 

the fact of the incarnation is so unusual, so        

exceptional, so miraculous and mysterious that I 

would expect everything about Him to be the 

same; and so it proved to be. To put it another 

way: the virgin birth was the sign of the mystery 

of the incarnation. It was a kind of symbol of that 

mystery. There it was in a tangible form—this   

virgin birth. 

! Everything about our Lord is mysterious. 

His coming into the world was mysterious. His 

going out of it was mysterious. He did not enter 

into life like anybody else; He did not go out of it 

like anybody else. The resurrection was as unique 

as the virgin birth. It had never happened to    

anybody before. He is the “first begotten of the 

dead” (Rev 1:5); “the firstborn among many 

brethren” (Rom 8:29). The resurrection was 

equally startling. So I would say to anybody who 

stumbles at the virgin birth: Do you stumble in 

the same way at the resurrection? You see, if we 

start with the doctrine of the Incarnation and    

realize what we are saying, if we realize that we 

are really speaking about the Second Person in 

the Trinity, then surely you would expect His 

birth to be entirely unusual and exceptional? And 

so it was. He was exceptional from beginning to 

end. But let me try to help you by putting it like 

this: If you do not believe in the doctrine of the 

virgin birth, how do you account for His            

sinlessness? Are we not entitled to put it like this: 

If He had been born in the ordinary way, of a    

father and a mother, then surely He would have 

been like every other person; He would have 

been in direct sequence, in the direct line, from 

Adam, and therefore it would be true to say of 

Him also “as in Adam all die” (1Co 15:22). He 

would have died in Adam, and He would have 

been guilty of original sin and of original guilt. 

But the doctrine of the incarnation at once tells us 

that that is not what happened. A person, I        

repeat, did not come into being there. This person 

was the eternal Person, the Second Person in the 

Trinity. When a husband and a wife come          

together and a child is born, a new person, a new 

personality, comes into being. That did not      

happen in the incarnation. But given a father and 

a mother, you would have a person in the direct 

line from Adam and therefore sinful and fallen. 

The only way to have prevented that would be to 

say that some similar kind of operation to that 

performed by the Holy Spirit on Mary should 

also have had to be performed on Joseph. 

! But surely, that does not help us. If you are 

already in difficulties about this miraculous       

operation on Mary, then you are doubting it; and 

it is still more impossible. No, if we really took a 

firm hold of the doctrine of the incarnation itself, 

that this blessed Person took unto Himself         

human nature that had to be sinless because He 

could not unite with anything that was sinful, 

then there was only one way for it, and that is 

18



that He had to be born not in the ordinary way of 

generation, but in this special way. 

! You will notice that the whole doctrine is 

surrounded by pitfalls and difficulties because 

when I put it like that, I am sure that many will 

think, “Ah, I see! God created a special human  

nature for Him, did He?” No, He did not! I have 

already denounced that as heresy. He got His    

human nature from Mary, but it was acted upon 

by the Holy Spirit in such a way that it was      

rendered wholly free from sin and from all       

pollution. 

! And so we stand before Him. We stand     

before this mystery of godliness, God in the flesh! 

The strangest, the most amazing thing that has 

ever happened—indeed, I do not hesitate to say, 

the supreme act of God. It is so supreme that I  

expect it to be unusual in every respect, and I 

find the Scriptures tell me that it was. He was  

conceived of the Holy Spirit, He was born of a  

virgin named Mary. Man was entirely excluded; 

the male did not come in. Joseph is there ever to 

remind us of that. It was entirely the work of 

God. And let us realize and remember that it all 

happened so that we might be saved, that our 

sins might be forgiven. The Son of God became 

man that the children of men might become     

children of God.
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OBITUARIES

ALDRICH, Sandra Brannen

June 19, 1939 to October 9, 2015

Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

DAVIS, Phyllis Paulk

September 29, 1939 to November 30, 2015

Henderson Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Ocilla, Georgia.

HAYGOOD, Janice Barnard “Jan”

January 16, 1939 to October 11, 2015

Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

HURT, Roy M. Jr.

October 10, 1917 to September 28, 2015

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

LANIER, Dorothy “Dot”

August 25, 1923 to October 24, 2015

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

MCELVEEN, Virginia (Ginny)

September 18, 1924 to August 16, 2015.

Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia.

(Widow of Elder Harold McElveen)

RIGGS, Marilyn Jones

June 6, 1932 to October 3, 2015

Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints 

Psalms 116:15



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to 

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated       

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,

inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons 

in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is ,

sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will, 

and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,

and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,

and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 

Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the 

Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We 

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by 

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the 

Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the 

imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and 

fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body 

reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment 

in hell forever.


