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The Vacant Pulpit

Elder Brett Bacon
Contributing Editor



INTRODUCTION

          “You may have heard the whimsical story of the preacher who came to his wife
and said, ‘I’ve just gotten a call to the church in the next town. It’s a larger town. It’s
a much better church. The people in it are more refined and cultured, and they do not
cause the trouble they do here; and they’ve offered me a higher salary. I’m going
upstairs and pray about this to see if it’s the Lord’s will for me to go.’ His wife says,
‘Fine, I’ll go up and pray with you.’ And he says, ‘Oh, my, no. You stay down here
and pack up.’” — J. Vernon McGee 

          It’s commonplace for a pastor in the Progressive Primitive Baptist
denomination to serve a particular church for just a few years before moving on
to the next church, often leaving the pulpit vacant. It’s traditional. I was raised in
the Progressive Primitive Baptist Church, and it’s been this way all my life. I don’t
write to condemn any person or any church, but I write to question a
longstanding tradition and practice, not only among the Progressive Primitive
Baptists, but other denominations as well.

          Recently, I supplied for a pastor-less church. I began the sermon by asking
them one simple question: “Why am I here?” I asserted three reasons. Reason
number one: A pastor-less church called their pastor, and, in essence, robbed
Peter to pay Paul by poaching another flock’s pastor. Reason number two: Their
pastor accepted the call. The third reason is a result of the first two reasons: The
church for whom I was supplying had a vacant pulpit and needed someone to fill
it.

          If you take away nothing else from this article, remember this: A vacant
pulpit is an extremely dangerous thing. This is especially true among Progressive
Primitive Baptists who vary widely on doctrines as primary as salvation. So, how
do you fix this problem of a vacant pulpit and then how do you prevent it from
happening again?



BIBLICAL APPOINTMENT OF DEACONS

First, let’s take a look at the biblical account of the appointment of deacons in
Acts 6.

          “And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there
          arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their
          widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the
          multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we
          should leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look
          ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
          wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give
          ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” – Acts 6:1-4 
 
          We’re reading about the first Christian church, located in Jerusalem. In this
church, up until this point, the twelve apostles did not only the work of pastors,
but also the work of deacons. They were taking the lead in handling all matters in
the church, whether spiritual matters or physical and material matters. They were
doing it all until a disagreement arose between the Hellenistic Jews and the native
Hebrews.

          The Hellenistic Jews were upset because they felt like their widows were not
getting their fair share of food as it was divided day by day. So, they brought this
issue before the twelve apostles. The apostles knew that the issue needed to be
resolved but decided they didn’t have time to deal with this matter as they were
more concerned about the spiritual welfare of the church and were preoccupied
with preaching the word of God and praying with and for the church. The
apostles called the entire congregation to them and said, in other words, “We need
to find somebody else who can handle matters like this. I want you to look out among
you and find seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and of wisdom, whom
we may appoint over this business while we give ourselves to spiritual matters.”



          “And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a
          man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and
          Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:
          whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their
          hands on them.” – Acts 6:5-6

          I believe the method that we follow in this denomination for seeking out and
appointing deacons is the biblical method. A church looks among the
congregation for men who are of Christ-like character, men who we feel are
qualified according to the Scriptures to serve in the office of deacon. The church
will vote to decide which man they’d like to approach about the possibility of
serving. Then, they’ll simply walk up to the man and say, “The church would like
to ask you to serve as a deacon.” The man may need to pray about it and consider
it for a while, but it seems to often work out that there are plenty of deacons, not
only one deacon, but multiple deacons serving in each church. It’s a Scriptural
and proven method of seeking out and appointing deacons.

Why is our method of seeking out and appointing pastors so vastly different?  

BIBLICAL APPOINTMENT OF PASTORS

          “There is no biblical record of a pastor leaving one established church to
become a pastor of another It was after churches were started in various areas of the
Roman world that Paul determined to return and appoint elders (Acts 14:21-23).
This was also done through apostolic extensions such as Timothy and Titus, as
directed by Paul. (Titus 1:5.)  All of the leaders of the local churches, after the
apostles or those under the apostles were gone, were local men leading local
churches. They were appointed from among the gathered people in any given
locality.” – Jim Elliff

          The misunderstanding of the proper appointment of pastors could be
attributed at least in part to the fact that there are no detailed instructions in the
Scriptures for how exactly this was done and is to be done. For the proper



appointment of deacons, we can always turn to Acts chapter six and find the
blueprint. For pastors, there is no blueprint found in any one passage of
Scripture. However, there are hints scattered throughout the New Testament
about how pastors were found and appointed. One of the best passages in the
New Testament on the matter is found in the first chapter of the book of Titus.

          Paul is writing to Titus, who was not a pastor. I think many people are
confused about that because the book of Titus along with 1st and 2nd Timothy
are often referred to as the pastoral epistles. But Titus was not a pastor. Neither
was Timothy a pastor. These men were co-workers of the apostles. They may be
considered evangelists as they traveled from place to place to share the gospel, but
they were not pastors.

          “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the
          things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed
          thee:” – Titus 1:5

          I want you to see that a church without a pastor, a church with a vacant
pulpit, is a church that is lacking. Of all the topics with which Paul could have
started this letter, this was the hot topic pressing on his mind to convey to Titus.
Paul says, in other words, “This needs to be taken care of. This is top priority. I
want you to set in order the things that are lacking.”

          This is something that is lacking in far too many places. A vacant pulpit
should not exist, ever, period. It should never exist because it is so dangerous. You
can gather from this text the significance of this in the mind of the apostle Paul.
He says, in other words, “Titus, I want you to set in order of the things that are
wanting and ordain elders in every city.” Notice the plural word, elders. Titus was
to ordain multiple elders in each city.

          Rarely do we see a Progressive Primitive Baptist Church with more than one
elder serving at a time. Clearly, the biblical pattern is a plurality of elders in each
local congregation. In Acts chapter 14, you find a plurality of elders, elders in



every church. In Acts chapter 20, you find a plurality of elders when Paul
summons the elders of the church of Ephesus. You find it again when Paul writes
to the saints in Philippians chapter one, along with the deacons, plural, and the
bishops, plural. James says if someone is sick among you, call for the elders,
plural, of the church. It’s all over the New Testament Scriptures.

          But why should multiple elders, rather than a single elder, lead each church?
One reason is the heaviness of the burden of church oversight. One man should
not be shouldering the load alone. Remember the account of Moses in the Old
Testament. He said, “I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too
heavy for me (Numbers 11:14).” So, God raised up 70 elders to help Moses. “They
shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone
(Numbers 11:17).”

          Mutual accountability is another reason. Did you know that pastors need
pastors? We also need to be shepherded. We need other sets of eyes watching over
us as we watch over God’s flock. We need other shepherd minds to deliberate with
us over the decisions we are considering.

          So Paul writes, in other words, “Titus, I want you to ordain elders, plural, in
every city.” Then, he goes on to list the qualifications to serve as pastor.

          “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not
          accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of
          God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given
          to filthy lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just,
          holy, temperate; holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that
          he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the
          gainsayers.” – Titus 1:6-9 

          All of these qualifications can be boiled down into two categories. A pastor
must be a godly man with Christ-like character, just as a deacon must be. The
additional requirement for a pastor is the ability to teach. It’s really not that 



complicated. We act as if pastors are dropped in from another planet, like they are
not of this world. When I was a boy, I looked at pastors like that. I almost
worshipped the ground that they walked on. But the truth is, we’re regular people.
We’re mortal men. We sin. We fall short of God’s standard. We’re no different
than anyone else, except that we have a call laid upon us from above to serve in
this capacity. God has called us and has equipped us for the calling.

          So Paul tells Titus, in other words, “I want you to ordain elders in every city,
godly men who are able to teach.” Titus doubtless did not intimately know the
character of every man in every congregation on the island of Crete. It seems to
me that each church must have recommended men from their congregation to
serve as elders. “We know this man. We know he is a man of Christian integrity. We
know he has led his home well and has orderly children.”

          Then, we find the answer to the question of why a vacant pulpit is so
dangerous. Paul tells Titus that pastors must hold fast “the faithful word as he hath
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince
the gainsayers. For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially
they of the circumcision: whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses,
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake (Titus 1:9-11).”

          I believe there’s little in this world that Satan and his servants salivate over
more than a vacant pulpit. They exploited it among the churches of Galatia and
many other places where Paul had previously preached the true gospel before
departing. They seized on the vacancy, introducing damnable heresies to the
churches. Brothers and sisters, a vacant pulpit ought not to be.

          So, if Titus follows Paul’s instructions, he visits the cities of Crete, talks with
each congregation, identifies men of godly character who meet these character
qualifications and are able to teach, and those men are ordained. Ideally, there are
no more pulpit vacancies in Crete.

          Now, I want you to consider how similar the processes seem to be between



the ordination of deacon in the New Testament and the ordination of pastor in
the New Testament. What did the twelve apostles tell the church in Jerusalem? In
other words, they said, “Look among yourselves and seek out men.” They weren’t
told to bring men in from the outside. They were told to ordain men from within
the congregation. I believe elders were found and ordained among the churches in
the New Testament in much the same way.

CONCLUSION

          We see so many Progressive Primitive Baptist Churches without pastors,
and that number has been growing year after year. Some of these churches will
eventually disband. Others will keep the doors open but remain pastor-less year
after year. Sadly, some congregations are satisfied with that arrangement and
don’t seem to be in any hurry to fill the vacant pulpit. Perhaps they have not
studied Titus chapter one very closely. Otherwise, they should understand that
they’ve been lacking for a long time and that the vacant pulpit is a grave danger.

          Even churches with pastors should be thinking about our children and our
grandchildren. Pastors get old and die, and somebody needs to take their place.
We need to have a contingency plan for our posterity’s sake.

          So, how do we fix the vacant pulpit and how do we prevent it? I believe the
key is found in 2nd Timothy, chapter two, verse two, where Paul instructs
Timothy. “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” Here we
see instructions for passing the torch. Timothy had the same assignment that
Titus had. Paul tells Timothy, in other words, “What I taught you, I want you to
pass down the faithful men who will be able to pass it down to other faithful men,
who will be able to pass it down to other faithful men, down through the generations
of posterity, so that there will not be a vacant pulpit.”

          We seem to be able to identify and appoint faithful men to the office of
deacon. All that’s left to do is identify faithful men of the same type who are also



able to teach.

          There may be faithful men among your congregation. You may think, “Yes,
but they’re not able to teach.” How do you know? What does the word of God tell
us to do regarding deacons? “Let these also first be proved; then let them use the
office of a deacon” (1 Timothy 3:10). Why aren’t we doing the same thing with
potential pastors? How are you going to know whether or not they have the gift of
teaching until you give them the opportunity? And as we evaluate these potential
pastors, we must keep in mind that while Bible teaching ability is a gift of God,
it’s also a gift that’s honed over time. You don’t just stand up the first time and
sound like a seasoned preacher. It doesn’t work like that. Potential pastors should
be proven over time.

          Seek out the faithful men of your congregation. Ask them if they would be
willing to teach for 10 to 15 minutes on a Wednesday evening or a Sunday
evening. Test them and prove them over time. And if you find a man who meets
the qualification with godly character and the ability to teach, ordain him. If you
find another one, ordain him. Then continue to cultivate the middle-aged to
younger men so that there will always be godly men who are able to teach, on deck
and ready to take the reins.

          Our generation might be the generation that determines if your church will
exist in 100 years. We need to be serious and intentional about this. Progressive
Primitive Baptist churches are drying up, and I think one reason is that we have
misunderstood the matter of seeking out and ordaining pastors. May God bless us
to have a sense of urgency about filling vacant pulpits and keeping them filled.
May He bless us to study the Scriptures and to follow His lead.



Do We Love Jesus?

Elder Dean Robbins
Contributing Editor



          “So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of
Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know
that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs." He said to him again a second
time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You
know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep." He said to him the third
time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to
him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all
things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.” 

– John 21:15-17

          Do we love Jesus? If you have professed to be a follower of Jesus Christ,
confessing with your mouth that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God”
(Matthew 16:18) then the answer should be a resounding, “yes!” One, who claims
to be a disciple of Jesus, having confessed Jesus to be the Christ, would, most
likely, consider such a question as pointless and maybe even demeaning. How
would you respond, though, if Jesus asked you this question, “do you love me?”
Well, He does ask us this question.

          The circumstances for Jesus asking Peter this question not once, not twice,
but three times is apparent to those who know the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus
shortly before Jesus’ death on the cross. Peter denied that he knew Jesus just as
Jesus said he would do. In fact, you know in the story, Jesus even said that before
the rooster would crow twice, that Peter would deny him three times.

          Mark, in his gospel account, records the words of Jesus after he observed
the feast of Passover with his disciples in the evening before his death. He would
speak of how events would unfold that would cause them to be scattered, leaving
him alone to suffer the coming indignation of arrest, physical abuse, and then
being crucified. Peter, in his usual display of boldness and perhaps even bluster,
declared that the others may become scattered abroad, but he would never do
such a thing. Such was his love and devotion that he had for Jesus, or so he
believed. But Peter failed. His love for Jesus was not the kind of love that Jesus
requires of his disciples. Peter, at that moment, loved his life more than he loved



Jesus. So, when Jesus, after his resurrection from the grave, asked Peter – “do you
love me?” Jesus was drawing attention, not only to Peter’s great failure of denying
Him three times, but also, he is stating what true love for him requires. Peter
would come to a knowledge of what it means to really love Jesus. As tradition has
it, Peter forfeited his own life for the sake of Jesus and His gospel.

          Now as you have been reminded of this account of Jesus asking this
question of Peter, what if Jesus would ask you this question, “do you love me?”
How would you answer Jesus? I could ask you that question and you may say
without much contemplation, “yes, I love Jesus.” But there is a vast difference in
me asking you this question and Jesus asking you this question. I can be fooled by
the answer, but Jesus cannot be fooled as he sees what is in your heart.

          This is a great question that should be asked. By great, I am referring in
terms of magnitude. Do I really love Jesus? I was in a conversation with a pastor
some number of years ago. I recall him asking me about my thoughts concerning
as to why the churches in our denomination were so weak and dying. There have
been so many church assemblies who have closed their doors in the past fifty
years. Why? After considering several possible reasons for why this has occurred,
the foundational answer was stated as follows, “a lack of love for Jesus.”

          In thinking back on that conversation, what I understood he was saying was
that it was not that we do not have a love for Jesus, but rather it is that we do not
love Jesus enough. Stated another way, such is the love that we say we have for
Jesus would best be described as the same kind of love that Peter had for Jesus
when he denied him three times. It was not that Peter did not love Jesus, but that
he did not love him enough. The evidence that Peter had this inferior kind of love
is to be seen in him weeping the bitter tears upon his remembering that Jesus had
foretold he would deny him.

          Jesus would have you and I to know that a love for him is not to be this
inferior, superficial love but rather a superior and comprehensive love. As God
the Son, Jesus taught his disciples that the love they must have for God is a love
that is with “ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH



ALL YOUR MIND” (Matthew 22:37). This description of love is a comprehensive
one. It involves our whole being. It is only with this kind of love that we can truly
obey the commandments of Jesus. It is only in having this description of a
comprehensive love that we can avoid failing as did Peter.

          Enough with the negatives of Peter’s failings because of an inferior,
superficial love. Consider now the positives of Peter’s surpassing love for Jesus.
Jesus said to Peter, “If you love me, feed my sheep.” Peter did this. It was Peter, on
the day of Pentecost, who preached to crowds of people in Jerusalem the gospel of
Jesus Christ. He did so without fear. Think about what he did on that day. It was
only some 50 days, or so, earlier that he, for fear of his own life, denied Jesus three
times. Now he is boldly proclaiming the gospel without any fear of what may
happen. What an enormous difference in the words, “I don’t know HIM” and
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).

          Peter, as well as the other apostles, would be beaten, threatened, and put in
prison for speaking about Jesus. This did not matter. Why? Why such boldness?
The answer is two-fold. Peter, along with the other Apostles, had the ministry of
the Holy Spirit leading them. They also had this great love for Jesus.

          When you and I have the Holy Spirit indwelling us, and leading us, and we
have this great love for Jesus, we shall be able to do all that he has commanded us
to do. The Acts of the Apostles give testimony to this truth.

          Do you love Jesus? A superficial love for Jesus is not enough. We must love
Him more than our own life. With such love exhibited by a local congregation of
believers, there is nothing that can keep them from bearing much fruit. This was
the lesson Peter learned. May it be the lesson we learn!

“O, how He suffer’d on the tree, No love like that before; I know and feel I love
Him, yet I want to love Him more. I want to love Him more, I want to love Him
more; He did so very much for me, I want to love Him more.” – F. L. Snyder 



Joel Study
Part 6

Elder Sam Bennett
Contributing Editor



          Locusts had devastated the land. This was a promised curse from God
because of the idolatry of Israel. The people were in despair. The animals had no
food. There was no green thing that remained. There was no crop to harvest: no
grain, no fruit, no vegetables, no olives for oil, no grapes for wine. The effects of
the damage brought by the locusts are far-reaching and long-lasting. The
drunkards and the priests are in the same predicament: no wine.
 
          In the passage under our consideration in this message, we find one of those
familiar verses that we have probably heard, but we may not know the reference.
Let us observe the text in chapter two, verses twelve through seventeen. 
 
          Joel 2:12-17 
          "(12) Now, therefore," says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your heart, With
          fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." (13) So rend your heart, and not
          your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and
          merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing
          harm. (14) Who knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind
          Him — A grain offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God? (15)
          Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; (16)
          Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the
          children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And
          the bride from her dressing room. (17) Let the priests, who minister to the
          LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; Let them say, "Spare Your
          people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to reproach, That the nations
          should rule over them. Why should they say among the peoples, 'Where is their
          God?' 

          In verse twelve, we should understand that God is speaking. This is an
imperative. God is commanding Israel to repent. They must do this. (This verse
should remind us the words of David in of Psalm Fifty-one, verse seventeen: The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will
not despise.)

          Following this command from God, we read the prescription for true



repentance. From verse thirteen to seventeen Joel, as the messenger of God, is
instructing all of Israel.
 
          The message is simple: true repentance must be whole-hearted. It cannot be
merely an outward show of sorrow and mourning. (Tearing of clothing was done
to show overwhelming grief. See Genesis 37:34.)

          Through Joel, God commands actual contrition. Israel was desperate and
helpless. Without God, they were hopeless. Joel is reminding them of the God
they had forsaken. He is reminding them of their only hope. He is reminding them
of what got them into this situation, and why God had done what He did. Israel
must demonstrate that their hearts of truly sensitive to their sins. Having come
under the conviction of sin, Israel must repent. God can help them. God is the
only one Who can help them. They must be serious in turning away from the
things that turned them away from God. They must turn back to Him in all
humility and sincerity. All of Israel was guilty. Therefore, this is a call for all of
Israel to repent.

          Jehovah is the God of Israel. He is the God Who called Abram out of Ur of
the Chaldees. He is the God Who covenanted to bring such a blessing through
Israel that all the nations of the earth would be blessed. He made them to be His
special people. Israel had been delivered out of the bondage in Egypt by Jehovah
God. Israel had inherited the Promised Land of Canaan, by the grace of God.
They had been blessed with houses they had not built, orchards and vineyards
they had not planted, and fertile farmlands on which to grow crops. Because God
is the gracious God, He is full of mercy and compassion. He is long-suffering and
His love is steadfast, even when we have kindled His anger against our sins. God
would rather that we obey. He would rather that we did not give Him reason to
punish us. But the character of God is such that He must deal with us for our sins.
Like a loving father, God chastens his erring children for their good. He does this
to bring them to repentance and to cause them to want to walk in obedience to
His commands. Israel had been truly blessed by God for generations. But they
had become complacent. They had taken their inheritance for granted. Their
hearts had grown cold toward the God Who had so greatly blessed them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2037%3A34&version=KJV


          Joel reminded them of those attributes of God that they had neglected. He is
gracious and merciful. He is slow to anger. He delights in showing kindness,
especially to His people. And He relents from doing harm. Joel presents them with
hope when he asks, “Who knows if He will turn and relent…”? The implication is
that God can do this. It is not uncharacteristic of God to be merciful to those who
repent. God has done this before. We have no reason to expect that God will do
this in the future, but we also have every reason to believe He can and He may.
Do you remember Jonah’s words to Ninevah? Who can tell if God will turn and
relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may not perish? (See
Jonah 3:1-9)

          If there is any hope for Israel, they must turn to God. Joel reminded Israel
of the grace and mercy of God, but he is not being presumptuous. Do not expect
repentance to be rewarded. But, the Great God of Israel very well could accept
their repentance, if it is indeed genuine, and in His great kindness begin to heal the
land, and give Israel all that was necessary for worship (Grain and wine for an
offering of thanksgiving to God.). Verse fifteen indicates that there must be
urgency, as the trumpet is to be sounded to alert all in Zion. The call for a
consecrated, sacred assembly from chapter one is repeated (See Joel 1:14).

          The people of Israel are to prepare for worship. From the oldest of the old
men to the youngest children, and everyone in between. No one in Israel would be
excused, and no excuse would be accepted. (Not even those on their honeymoon!)
Everyone must gather into the congregation for this sacred assembly. The
condition of all the land is serious. The occasion for this gathering is equally
serious. All of Israel was required to attend. When they have all come together in
the court of the congregation, the priests must lead the people. They must face the
temple and repent in genuine weeping and mourning over the sins of the people.
They must pray!

         Their corporate prayer is to be unified. They must have one purpose and one
plea: They are to cry out to God for mercy and appeal to His kindness for His
glory (See Psalm 79 and Lamentations 5:1-22.). Israel must confess their sins.
Israel must acknowledge their God as the One True and Living God, the loving

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%203%3A1-9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%203%3A1-9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%201%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2079&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%205%3A1-22&version=KJV


God, and the forgiving God Who has a people that He has called by His name. If
they are truly concerned about God’s glory, they will ask that God be glorified in
being merciful and forgiving them for His name’s sake. “... Why should they say
among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

What is the application of this lesson for Christians?

We are the people of God by His choice.

We have peace with God because of the shed blood of Christ Jesus.
 

When we drift from God, we should expect His hand of chastening upon us
(The sacrifice of Christ is NOT our license to sin!) 

When we are under the chastening had of God because of our disobedience,
we must repent. We must have a proper attitude, a heart broken and contrite
because of our sins. We should grieve and mourn over our sinful disobedience.
After all, our sins are the reason why Christ had to die.

In repentance, we must cry out to God in prayer, appealing to His mercy, and
being mindful of His promises. We must remember who we are: Christians,
called by His name. Therefore, we may plead for the forgiveness He has
promised, remembering that He is glorified in all that He does, especially in
forgiving His own dear children. 
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Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
    
After having to miss three consecutive annual meetings due to COVID, we have now continued
with two very successful meetings. In 2024 at Goshen Church near Hartsburg, Missouri. Then
at Hickory Springs Church near Tifton, Georgia, earlier this year. About half of our member
churches were represented in person at our last meeting. 
  
Work of the Foundation is massive, complex, and extremely important in supporting our
denomination’s churches and members. Few of our members have an opportunity to learn
many of the details unless they attend an annual meeting.  
  
Brother Darryl Harris, our Foundation’s outstanding Secretary / Treasurer, prepared this
excellent summary of reports, activities, and business of the Foundation as discussed at the
meeting. Please see that all your church leaders have copies. 
  
Many of your churches will be holding church conferences in coming months. Our plea is that
those of you who attended will give detailed reports back to your members. We hope this
summary will be helpful. For others who could not attend, we hope a copy of this report will
give you more insight and appreciation for the Foundation’s work.  
  
A special THANK YOU to those of you who attended the 2025 meeting as your church
representative or interested party. You were able to see first-hand the breadth and depth of the
Foundation’s work and support for our denomination. 
  
We deeply appreciate your ongoing support and encouragement, both as churches and
individuals. Your prayers, participation in various programs and activities, and your financial
support, are critically important! 
  
Please remember each of the current Officers and Executive Committee Members in your
prayers as they work diligently to guide the Foundation. (They are listed in the attached report.) 
  
And I conclude with a heartfelt THANK YOU and with deep appreciation for your personal
support and encouragement during the past 10 years as I have had the privilege and honor to
serve as your President. Please continue to support Brother Donnie Smith as he takes up this
awesome but tremendously rewarding responsibility. 
  
In Christian Service, 
  
Elwyn Deal, Past President 
Primitive Baptist Foundation 



Primitive Baptist Foundation Annual Meeting Summary
April 29, 2025

          The 82nd annual meeting of the Primitive Baptist Foundation was held
April 29, 2025, at the Hickory Springs Primitive Baptist Church, near Tifton,
Georgia. The Foundation currently has 70 member churches with a total
membership of 4,296. Thirty-three churches were represented in person, and 25 by
proxy for this meeting. (The Banner Herald Church Directory lists 85 churches in
eight states in our denomination.)

          President Elwyn Deal spoke about the loss of churches and declining
membership, along with declining participation in various activities. While this is
true for almost every denomination, we certainly should not be complacent. The
Bible is clear on what God's people must do to strengthen the Kingdom – preach
the gospel, spread the word, and encourage others.

          Elder Marvin Paulk delivered the inspirational message, with the topic, "Do
I Matter?" He powerfully reminded us how much God cares for us, adding that
we cannot function in the world without Jesus Christ. Noting that the Foundation
has functioned since 1941, he said “If you are willing to be helped, they will help
you.”

PB FOUNDATION COMMITTEES

Bible Study Literature: Elder Mike Newman reported for the Bible Study
Literature Committee, which the Foundation funds. The production process is
extensive and very detailed. An amazing 364 individual lessons were produced in
the past twelve months.

Library and Archives: Jennifer Gerrald reported for the Progressive Primitive
Baptist Library and Archives, which is a part of the Foundation. Located in
Statesboro, Georgia, it contains much about our rich heritage and living history.
Everyone is welcome to visit and use the vast resources of the library. Explore the
history of your church, Progressive Primitive Baptists in the US, and even history
of your own family.



Communications: Vice President Donnie Smith distributed a handout of the
activities of the Communications Committee, which includes our email, website,
and social media. Email communications (PB NEWS) has 560 subscribers. In
2024 there were 4,096 visitors to the website from 46 countries, 969 Facebook
likes, 297 Instagram followers, 345 Twitter/X followers, and 24 YouTube
subscribers. The Bible instructs us to go into the world and spread the Gospel.

SONshine Fellowship: Michelle Harris reported for the SONshine Fellowship
Team. The mission is to encourage widows, retired ministers, the elderly, and
others with special needs, by showing our love and appreciation for their wisdom
and continued contributions to our denomination and their church family. This is
primarily done through a card ministry conducted by five volunteers.

Helping Hand: Kay Guy reported for the Lending a Helping Hand Committee.
The goal is to help struggling churches whether it be spiritual, financial, advisory,
or encouragement. Every Monday the members participate in text interchanges to
pray for churches with specific needs, especially small struggling churches.

Ministers Retirement: Elder Jason Solomon reported for the Ministers Retirement
Plan. This plan was started by the Foundation in 1986 and it has been an
undisputed success. Account balances are $4.5 million. Many ministers and
widows have enjoyed additional retirement income as a result of this plan. At the
end of 2024 participants saw a 12.67% interest credit to their accounts. The Lord
has certainly blessed. President Elwyn Deal appointed the following Retirement
Plan Trustees: Randall Dillard (chairman), Walter Daniel (assistant secretary-
treasurer) and Greg Thompson.

Affiliated Groups and Organizations

DMI: Elder Pat McCoy spoke about activities in Discipling Ministries
International. Their focus is primarily on Ukraine where DMI has been involved
since 1993. Atrocities committed by Russian forces are heartbreaking, but the
people are unbroken. Efforts of DMI, along with Foundation support, have
helped build churches and rehab centers. A medical clinic is currently under
development.



Haiti Church: Elder Enock Deroseney gave a brief report from the First Primitive
Baptist Church of Haiti. The country is in chaos with gangs and bandits taking
over. The church and school are still running OK, but they are not immune from
these negative influences. The needs are great, especially for food. Only God can
intervene and save Haiti.

Other Foundation Business

Financial Report: Secretary-Treasurer Darryl Harris presented the Treasurer's
Report which indicated a $147,000 decline in assets to the current balance of
$1,450,000. This is the fourth straight year of decline as disbursements continue
to far exceed church contributions. He reminded the group of a key function of
the Foundation to support elderly ministers and widows. Since 1941 over $2.4
million have been provided by this program.

Memorials: The Memorial Committee of Elder Chris Hill, Elder Jason Deal and
Sister Michelle Harris, announced the deaths in the past year of Kerry Syler
(Executive Committee Member), Clay Coburn (Advisory Member of the
Executive Committee), Elder Billy Morgan, Brenda Paulk, and Sheldon Darnell.

Executive Committee – Officers and Members:
Officers, Elected for 1-Year Terms

President – Donnie Smith, Mount Union Church
Vice President – Reese McCorkle, Love's Chapel Church
Secretary-Treasurer – Darryl Harris, Northside Church
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer – Walter Daniel, Atlanta Church

Executive Committee Members:
Elected for 3-Year or Unexpired Terms

Becky Waters, Beards Creek Church (2026) (Unexpired Term)
Art Williams, Northern Virginia Church (2028)
Gary McCulloch, Providence AL Church (2028)



Executive Committee Members Continuing Terms:
Kay Guy – Grace Thomaston Church (2026)
Gregg Clark – Bay Branch Church (2027)
David Pinkstaff – Riverside Church (2027)

Emeritus Advisory Member, Indefinite Term:
Elwyn Deal, Past President – Lake Chapel Church

Invitation – 2026 Meeting
Brother Greg Thompson invited everyone to come to the Union Grove Church in
Winchester, Tennessee for the 2026 annual meeting, April 27-28.

Appreciation
We sincerely thank the Hickory Springs Church for being such wonderful hosts
for this gathering. And we especially thank our churches and friends for their
continued support of the work of the Foundation.

Brother Elwyn Deal has served as President of the Foundation for the past ten
years. Incoming President Donnie Smith presented Brother Elwyn with an
engraved gavel commemorating his outstanding service. A great debt of gratitude
is certainly owed by all of us for how much he has meant to our people. He will
continue to serve as an Emeritus member of the Executive Committee.

Darryl Harris
Secretary/Treasurer
109 Manor Ridge Drive
Woodstock, GA 30188
darlynhar@aol.com
770-639-2948



Elder Emerson Proctor’s 67  Anniversary Celebrationth

Brothers and Sisters,

I'm asking friends and family to submit video messages wishing Elder
Emerson Proctor a happy 67th anniversary. This August 15 will mark
the 67th Anniversary of Brother Emerson’s ordination into the gospel
ministry. While still active in attending the Lanes church, Brother
Emerson has made the decision to cease from preaching This was a
difficult decision for him to make because preaching the gospel has
been a great joy in his life.

Submissions are brought together into one beautiful video gift, and it
will be presented to Elder Emerson as a surprise.
 
With your help, Brother Emerson will never forget this anniversary
video. Please go to the following link to record your video greeting!
The deadline to submit your video is August 29th. 

https://share.vidday.com/e/a-dp0egw

Thank you!
Elder Dean Robbins 

https://share.vidday.com/e/a-dp0egw


2025-2026 Ministers School –
Dates, Host Churches, Need One Host Church 

To our Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
The Lord has blessed us with host churches for our January and February
2026 sessions of the Primitive Baptist Ministers School. 
  

Cedar Creek Primitive Baptist Church will host the January session,
       January 12-14. 
  

Metter Primitive Baptist Church will host the February session,
       February 16 - 18. 
  
We still need a host location for the first session, which will be in December
of this year, December 8-10, 2025. 
  
Over the past years that I have been blessed to attend these schools, it has
been a wonderful time of sharing, learning, and fellowship for our
ministers and the saints that have hosted us. We realize that hosting these
meetings takes work and planning, and for some of our congregations it is
a significant task. We humbly ask that you please pray for the Lord to give
someone the desire to host this December session and make a way for them
to do so. 
  
If  your church family can host this important event, or have questions
about what is involved, please contact me. I pray that the Lord will not
only lead us in this matter, but in our daily lives as His servants as well.
May His presence dwell richly with each of you. 
  
In His love, 
  
Elder Mike McGrady 
3285 Cedar Creek Road 
Collins, GA 30421 
mmcgrady55@gmail.com 
334-991-0624 

mailto:mmcgrady55@gmail.com


Sequatchie Valley Association Meeting – 
August 14-16, 2025 

 Grace Chapel Church, Meridianville, AL

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
Grace Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, near Meridianville, Al, cordially
invites you to join us as we meet for the 192nd session of
the Sequatchi Valley Association. Date is August 14-16, 2025. Address of
the church is 581 McCollum Road. Please be in prayer for these services.  
  
We will follow the usual schedule for the Association beginning with
Supper at 5:30 p.m. Central Time Thursday night, August 14. First worship
service will follow at 7:00 p.m.  
  
Friday services will begin with Breakfast at 9:00 a.m., followed by worship
service at 10:00 a.m. Worship services will continue throughout the day
Friday, with lunch and supper being served at the church.  
  
Saturday services begin at 10:00 a.m. and continue through noon, with
lunch concluding the meeting.  
  
Please make plans to attend and pray for the Lord's blessings to be poured
out upon us all. We look forward to seeing you at Grace Chapel Church. 
  
If  we can assist in finding accommodations for anyone, please do not
hesitate to call me or Brother Don Gilbert for information. 
  
In Christian Love,  

Elder Don Gilbert
Grace Chapel Church Pastor
(813)-892-9220 

Sister Debbie Craig
Grace Chapel Church Clerk
(256)-426-5492



Brother Jackie Deal Ordination Service Invitation 
Friday, August 1, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 

Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 
  
Metter Primitive Baptist Church extends a warm welcome for each of
you to join in worship with us as we ordain Licentiate Jackie Deal to
the full gospel ministry. 
  
The ordination service is planned for Friday evening, August 1, 2025,
at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Brother Jackie will immediately begin pastoral duties at the Riverside
Primitive Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Florida.  
  
Please be in prayer for Brother Jackie as he begins this new journey of
serving the Lord. 
  
Brother Mike 
Elder Mike Newman, Pastor 
Metter Primitive Baptist Church



BANNER-HERALD
Subscription & Delivery Reminders

A reminder that beginning with the July 2025 issue of the Banner-Herald, we
discontinued the mailing of printed copies of our publication.

We will continue to provide the Banner Herald in digital form online on our webpage:
www.bannerherald.org. Digital copies can also be received by email. There will be no
charge for e-mail copies. See information below.

As we begin our new online format, we encourage you to continue reading the articles
and news information online. We understand that this is a new way of communication,
but we feel this change is necessary to serve you better and to sustain the Banner Herald.

We encourage churches to keep the denomination updated on events, praises, prayer
requests and anything else people would be interested in learning about your church.
Church articles are no longer limited to a few words. Obituaries can now provide full
information about the person and their work in the church.

There is no yearly subscription charge with this format. Simply go online to our web
page above to view each monthly post, and you can view all previous Banner Heralds.

New: E-Mail edition of the Banner Herald 
You can now receive the Banner Herald in digital (PDF) form by email, in addition to
enjoying the digital version online at the website. Some subscribers already receive it this
way. If  you would like to receive your copy by email, please send your e-mail address to:
Elder Andrew Tucker at andrew_tucker@ymail.com 

Church News and Obituaries 
Please send church news and obituaries to: 
     
     Banner Publications 
     c/o Dean Robbins 
     2858 Stilson-Leefield Rd. 
     Brooklet, GA 30415 
     EMAIL:  thebannerherald1918@outlook.com, or wderobbjr@hotmail.com

https://www.bannerherald.org/
mailto:andrew_tucker@ymail.com
mailto:thebannerherald1918@outlook.com
mailto:wderobbjr@hotmail.com


BANNER-HERALD
DIRECTORY

Please send changes in pastor and church information for the Directory
to: 

     Banner Herald Directory 
     c/o Pat McCoy 
     14194 Hwy 74 
     Culloden, GA 30160-069 
     E-mail: pm4dmi@outlook.com 
  
Information about the Directory will be sent out in a couple of months.
Printed copies will be sent in bulk only to local churches or
denominational organizations. Each church, pastor, organization
sending in information for listing in the directory, will receive a free
copy.

If  individuals in churches or organizations desire a copy, it must be
handled through the church or organization. More information will
come in the near future. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support for the Banner Herald. Please
help us keep the information about our churches, pastors, licentiates,
widows and organizations up to date! 

In Christian service, 
Elder Pat McCoy, Editor 

mailto:pm4dmi@outlook.com
mailto:pm4dmi@outlook.com


          In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of
Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired
and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and
coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s
faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and
ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the
elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that
Salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church
of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is
immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be
regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an
example of humility and service to be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a
presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised,
changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven
forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body
reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


