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Be Still And Know
That He Is God

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



Years ago, a mother of eight children from
Darlington, Maryland came home from shopping to
find that the house was quieter than usual. As we all
know, when children are quiet, that can be a BAD
sign. Well, she looked into the middle of the living
room and saw five of her children sitting around in a
circle - incredibly quiet and doing something with
something. It seemed innocent enough, so she put
down the sacks of groceries and walked over to the
kids and looked and saw that they were playing with
five of the cutest skunks you've ever seen. Terrified,
she began to scream: "Run children, run!” So, each
child grabbed a skunk and ran... in five different
directions. Now, mom’s panicked, and she screamed
even louder. This, in turn, scared the children and - as
a result - each one of them squeezed their skunk! I've
been told that skunks don't like to be squeezed! And
these skunks were no exception.

Before their mother came home, the children
were playing quietly. They were still. There’d been
no danger because they hadn’t frightened the
skunks... yet. But once the mom came home and
panicked, life got unpleasant really quick.

In our text today, the Psalmist is explaining a
similar setting. Israel is surrounded by danger. The
nation is right in between some of the most powerful
nations of the day, and they have enemies on every
side. If they gave way to fear now life could be
unpleasant very quickly. You see, if they ever gave
way to fear, they’d begin to despair and that would
make weak and easy prey for their enemies.

And so, the focus of the Psalm 46 1s “Don’t Do
That!” “God 1s our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear
though the earth gives way” Psalm 46:1-2a.

WE WILL NOT FEAR!!! That’s good
theology. In fact, its great theology, but there’s times

when this “No Fear” thing is hard to do. Back in the
days of that Psalmist there were lots of things to fear.
Injury, disease, death, storms and earthquakes,
droughts and famines, and — of course — the
occasional army that would invade a nation.

In many ways, we have it much better than they
did. We have doctors, nurses, and hospitals -
Insurance companies, Medicare, Medicaid,
retirement benefits, food stamps, housing for the
poor, policemen, firemen, a strong military. And I
could go on and on about the advantages we have
that they didn’t.

And yet, fear is STILL a powerful thing, even
for us. There are studies that point out that, even
today, Americans are among the most stressed and
fear-ridden people in the world.

But why? Because fear is a natural response to
the unknown. There are things we can’t control... and
it makes us afraid. And when life gets hard - when
there’s danger, and when there’s a threat to our
livelihood, or we face disease or injury, or even death
- even the most spiritual among us can be afraid.

Fear 1s a reality of life (all of us have
experienced it). And when fear grabs hold of us, we
can become anxious, desperate, and powerless. When
fear controls us - our lives can get really miserable.
But God tells us DON’T let that happen!! “Do Not
Be Afraid.” God says that over and over and over in
the Bible. It’s one of the most repeated commands in
Scripture. Don’t be afraid.

But how do we do that? How do we “not be
afraid?” How do we deal with that fear when it
comes knocking on our door?

As I 'looked at this text, the first thing that
occurred to me is: we need to recognize that what we
fear may be very real. There are times when what we



fear 1s not imaginary. And God knows that. God is
not indifferent to what we struggle with. God tells us
we WILL face real troubles in our lives. Jesus said:
“In this world you will have trouble...” John 16:33

There’s an old Gospel song that says: “This
world 1s not my home; I’m just passing through. My
treasures are laid up, somewhere beyond the blue.
The angels beckon me from heaven’s open door. And
I can’t feel at home in this world anymore.”

This world is not our home. If we were home
with God, we’d be in heaven and there wouldn’t be
any trouble anymore. Revelation 21:4 tells us “In
heaven “God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away.” That’s
what heaven will be like! No troubles, no sorrows, no
crying, no diseases, no pain. But in THIS WORLD,
we will face trouble... just like everybody else. But
though we may experience troubles like everyone
else does, the difference for us is that we won’t face
those troubles alone.

One man told of the time he was trying to
witness to a woman about Christ. He said that she
told him that nothing was working in her life — her
daughter had been killed, her husband was unfaithful,
and now she thought she was about to lose her job.
And so, he asked her "When the world crashes in on
you... to whom do you go?" After a long pause she
said, "I guess I just go to myself." Later, she said the
one word that most described her was "ALONE."
(Paul Faulkner (c) 1998)

But God says He’s not going to let that happen
to us! He’ll never allow us ... to be alone. Psalm 46:1
says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very
PRESENT help in trouble.” He will be there in the
midst of our troubles. Or, as God said in

Deuteronomy 31:6, “Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid or terrified ... for the LORD your God
goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake
you.” Have you ever heard that promise before? Yes?
It’s in the New Testament, isn’t it? Yes, it is Hebrews
13:5. But why would Hebrews quote Deuteronomy’s
promise? Because the same God made the same
promise to us that He’d made to Israel. God will
never leave His people. He will never forsake us.
And just to drive that idea home God repeats a phrase
twice in Psalm 46, “The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress” Psalm 46:7 & 11.

GOD WILL NEVER LEAVE US OR
FORSAKE US. And when you have that kind of an
attitude, fear can’t control you.

A man talked about his fiercely independent
84-year-old grand- mother who lived alone in the old
family home. Her four children lived in the same
town, but she rarely called except for emergencies.
So, when one of her sons got a call from her one
morning he quickly drove to her home. When he got
there, she explained that she’d heard noises in the
night and she suspected that there was a burglar in
her bedroom closet. "Why didn't you call me last
night?" he exclaimed. "Well, it was late, and I hated
to bother you, so I just nailed the closet shut and went
to bed." (Reader’s Digest 8/78)

That’s the kind of confidence we can have
when we realize God is with us. We just nail the door
shut... and let HIM take care of stuff. God 1s with us,
and He’ll never leave us.

Listen to these wonderful words: “There is a
river whose streams make glad the city of God, the
holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst
of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her
when morning dawns” Psalm 46:4-5.



In the midst of troubles and difficulties, God
not only tells us He’ll be WITH us, but that He will
give us joy and gladness and will refresh us. “There
1s a river whose streams make glad the city of God.”
What’s this river? The river is God!

Back in the days of ancient Israel, when armies
tried to capture a city, they’d surround it and try to
starve out the inhabitants. But a city could hold off
their enemies as long as they had a source of water.
Now, oftentimes, that water would come from wells -
but the water in those wells would grow stale and
eventually the well would run dry. And when that
happened (when the water ran out)... the city was in
trouble.

But if the city had a source of running water
(like a river) they could last a long time. And if the
water source was pure and sparkling water, it not
only satisfied their thirst, but it was a joy to drink
from.

Psalm 46 is telling us about what God supplies
to us. God will not only be with us in our troubles;
He will supply us with pleasure and gladness, He’ll
give us a cool refreshing drink of joy even as we go
through our sufferings.

In the middle of this Psalm is an interesting
command. “Be still and know that I am God...”
(Psalm 46:10) And there are two parts to that
command.

First — “BE STILL.” Be quiet. Don’t move.
Don’t fuss and fidget. Have you ever known a small
child who got a sliver in their finger? They come to
you because it hurts, and they trust you to take the
sliver out. So, you take out a needle and some
tweezers and you take the child’s finger in your
hands. But the moment you touch the splinter with
the needle... what does the child do? He usually cries
out and pulls their hand back. It hurts! They begin to

fuss and cry and finally you’ve got to say “You’ve
got to sit still. Don’t move. I can’t help you if you
just keep moving around all the time.

When life gets difficult, when things aren’t
going the way we want them too, that’s what we do
the same thing. We fidget and fuss and refuse to sit
still. In fact, sometimes we panic! And the reason we
do that is because we’ve forgotten the second part of
the command — “Know that [ am God.” What’s He
saying? He’s saying “Trust me. Trust me. [ am God! I
can take care of this.”

That’s what this verse is all about. God is
asking us. “Do you trust me? Well then, be still
because you KNOW I am God. So don’t be afraid.”

Someone recently asked me before my trip to
Ukraine if I am afraid and worried about things. Now,
I do get troubled once in a while, and I even have
occasional “slumps” and emotional lows, just like
anybody else. But it’s been a long time since [’ve
been really worried about anything. It’s been a long
time since I’ve been afraid. Do you know why?
Because — it’s not my problem. Not my problem.
Whose problem is it? It’s GOD’S PROBLEM. God is
God... and I’m not. I belong to Him, and He said
He’d never leave me nor forsake me, so my problems
are His problems, and He will help me get through
them.

I’ve learned over time that when I’m faced with
1ssues I can’t control, I must focus on God and
remember what He’s done for me in the past. I get
bummed out just like everybody else but my key
scripture when that happens is Philippians 4:4:
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I’ll say it again, rejoice”
and the rest of the passage goes on to tell me to focus
on the good things God has given me. When I do
that, the promise is that the “peace of God that passes
all understanding will guard (my) mind and heart.”



Devotional Thoughts:
The Word Revealed

God Is Love:
His Love Is Eternal
And Infinite

Psalm 90, Ephesians 2, 1 John 4

By:
Elder Craig Campbell




“God 1s Love!” The glorious fact that God is
love is the reason that we have the joy of loving
Him. “We love Him because He first loved us.”
Every aspect of love in our lives flows from the
foundational fact that God first loved us. We have
established the truth that God’s love is unmerited.
Today, we build on that wonder as we see that
God’s love 1s both eternal and infinite.

God’s Love is Eternal

Is God eternal? Yes. Psalm 90:1-2, “Lord,You
have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever
You had formed the earth and the world, Even
from everlasting to everlasting, You are God..” Is
God Love? Yes. 1 John 4:8b, “God 1s love.” God’s
eternity and God’s love go hand in hand. God had
no beginning; God’s love had no beginning. God
has no ending; God’s love has no ending. God
loved and chose the elect before the world was, in
eternity. Unmerited love was the foundation of that
choice. Ephesians 1:4, “Just as He chose us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before Him in love.”
Whereas, the love of God had no beginning and
came to the elect before creation, in like manner
His love has no end. God spoke to His children in
Jeremiah 31:3b, “Yes, I have loved you with an
everlasting love.”

God’s Love is Infinite

Infinite is a great way to describe God.
Infinite means beyond measure or limitless. His
power is without limits, He is Omnipotent. God is
everywhere, He 1s Omnipresent. His knowledge
and wisdom know no bounds, He is Omniscient.
God’s Holiness is without flaw. And praise His
glorious, loving name, His love is infinite and
knows no lack of supply or inability to perform.

There are times when we feel we have worn out
someone’s love for us. As mentioned in the last
devotional, some people will often ask, “Of all
people, why would God love me?”” Others ask a
slightly different question, “How could God still
love me?” God’s love never gives out, the supply is
endless. Ephesians 2:4 -7 states it so very well,
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, even when we
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and
raised us up together, and made us sit together in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages
to come He might show the exceeding riches of
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.” Ponder the great fact that God loved us
while we were dead in sins. “Dead in sins” means
we were alienated from God, or we were enemies
of God. Therefore, it is proper to say that God
loved us, we who were His enemies. What
wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What depth and meaning comes into our lives
when we realize the assurance, glory, power, and
wonder of the fact that God’s love is both eternal

and infinite.
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THE LORD’S DAY
IN PUBLIC
y
Ezekiel Hopkins
(1634-1690)
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The following article is taken from the Free Grace
Broadcaster, Issue 233 titled, “The Lord'’s Day.” The
Free Grace Broadcaster is printed by Chapel Library
in Pensacola Fla. This article is in the Public
Domain. It comes from the Works of Ezekiel Hopkins,
Vol. 1. ED

CONSIDER what duties you are to be engaged
in [for] the public and solemn worship of God on this
day. For in them, a great and principal part of the
sanctification of it doth consist.

This I mention in the first place as most
preferable. For, certainly, as long as—through the
mercy of God—we have the public and free
dispensation]l of the gospel, we ought not to slight
nor turn our backs upon this visible communion of
the Church. [Rather we should] honor and own the
freedom of the gospel by our constant attendance on
the dispensations of it, lest, despising the mercy of
God in giving them to us so publicly, we provoke
Him...Now the public duties that are necessary to the
right sanctifying of the Lord’s Day are these:

1. Affectionate prayer, in joining with the minister,
who is our mouth unto God as well as God’s
mouth unto us.

For, as he is entrusted to deliver [God’s]
sovereign will and commands, so likewise to present
our requests unto the throne of His grace. We ought
heedfully to attend to every petition, to dart it up to
heaven with our most earnest desires, and to close
and seal 1t up with our affectionate Amen— “So be
it.” For, though it be the minister alone that speaks,
yet it is not the minister alone that prays, but the
whole congregation by him and with him.
Whatsoever petition is not accompanied with thy
most sincere and cordial affections, it is as much
mocking of God as if thine own mouth had uttered it

without the concurrence of thy heart. [ This] 1s most
gross hypocrisy. Consider what promises are made to
particular Christians when they pray singly and by
themselves: “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, he will grant it you” (Joh 15:16; 16:23).
What great prevalence, then, must the united prayers
of the saints have when they join interests and put all
the favor that each of them hath at the Throne of
Grace into one common stock! When we come to the
public prayers, we are not to come as auditors, but as
actors: we have our part in them. And every petition
that 1s spread before God ought to be breathed from
our very hearts and souls. If we affectionately
perform [this], we may have good assurance that what
is ratified by so many votes and suffrages here on
earth shall likewise be confirmed in heaven. For our
Savior hath told us, “That if two of you shall agree on
earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall
be done for them of my Father which is in heaven”
(Mat 18:19).

2. Our reverent and attentive hearing of the Word
of God, either read or preached, is another public
duty necessary to the sanctification of the Lord’s
Day.

This was observed also in the times of the Law,
before Christ’s coming into the world: “For Moses of
old time hath in every city them that preach him,
being read in the synagogues every sabbath day” (Act
15:21). Their synagogues were built for this very
purpose: as their temple was the great place of their
legal and ceremonial worship, so these were for their
moral and natural worship. In the temple, they chiefly
sacrificed; in their synagogues, they prayed, read, and
heard. Every town and almost every village had one
erected 1n it, as now our churches are, where the
people on the Sabbath day assembled and had some
portion of the Law read and expounded to them.
Much more ought we to give our attendance on this



holy ordinance now, in the times of the gospel, since a
greater measure of spiritual knowledge is required
from us, and the mysteries of salvation are more
clearly declared unto us. And may that tongue wither
and that mouth be forever silenced that shall dare to
utter anything in contempt and vilifying of this holy
ordinance! Such excellent things are spoken of the
preaching of the gospel! It is “the power of God”
(1Co 1:18). It is the salvation of “them that believe”
(1Co 1:21). It is the sweet “savour of his knowledge”
(2Co 2:14). Certainly, whosoever disparageth it,
rejecteth against himself the counsel of God and
neglects the only appointed means for the begetting
of faith and for the obtaining of eternal salvation! For
“faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God” (Rom 10:17).

Another public duty pertaining to the sanctifying
of the Lord’s Day is singing of Psalms.

For this day being a festival unto God, a day of
spiritual joy and gladness, how can we better testify
our joy than by our melody? “Is any merry?” saith St.
James, “let him sing psalms” (Jam 5:13). And,
therefore, let profane spirits deride this how they
please; yet, certainly, it is a most heavenly and
spiritual duty. The holy angels and the spirits of just
men in heaven are said to sing Eternal Hallelujahs
unto the Great King! And if our Lord’s Day be typical
of heaven and the work of the Lord’s Day represents
to us the everlasting work of these blessed spirits,
how can it be better done than when we are singing
forth the praises of Him that sits upon the throne and
of the Lamb our Redeemer? This is to join with the
heavenly choir in their heavenly work and to observe
a Lord’s Day here, like that eternal Sabbath there, as
the imperfection of earth can resemble the glory and
perfection of heaven.

Another public duty belonging unto the
sanctifying of the Lord’s Day is the administration

of the [ordinances], especially that of the Lord’s
Supper.

And therefore it 1s mentioned, “And upon the
first day of the week, when the disciples came
together to break bread,” that is, to partake of the
Holy Communion of the body and blood of Christ,
“Paul preached unto them” (Act 20:7), which
intimates that the primary intent of their assemblies
was to receive the Lord’s Supper. Upon occasion of
this, the apostle instructed them by preaching. It is
most evident by all the records of the Church that it
was the apostolic and primitive custom to partake of
this most holy ordinance every Lord’s Day and that
their meetings were chiefly designed for this, to
which were annexed prayer and preaching. [ am
afraid, Sirs, that one of the great sins of our age is not
only the neglect and contempt of this ordinance by
some, but the seldom celebrating it by all. The
apostle, where he speaks of this holy institution,
intimates that it should be frequently dispensed and
participated: “As often as ye eat this bread, and drink
this cup” (1Co 11:26). Although this ordinance be too
seldom administered, let us consider what dishonor
[some show to] Christ, [when they] totally withdraw
themselves from it or very rarely partake of it. I shall
no longer insist upon this, but leave it to God and
your own consciences; for, certainly, if either per-
suasion or demonstration itself could prevail against
resolution, enough hath been said many times
[before] to spare me the labor of making this
complaint any more. And, thus much, concerning the
sanctification of the Lord’s Day, in the public duties
of His worship and service.
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The Snare
Of Victory

By:
Elder Dean Robbins




A number of years ago there was a popular sports
program called ABC’s Wild World of Sports. When the
music started introducing the program, at a certain
point a voice could be heard saying, “The thrill of
victory and the agony of defeat.” When “the thrill of
victory” was spoken, it showed the boxer George
Foreman being hoisted in the air after his great victory
over an opponent. When the “agony of defeat” was
spoken, it showed a ski jumper falling off the ski jump
before taking off and flying through the air. The “thrill
of victory and the agony of defeat.”

In the story of Gideon, in Judges chapter 8, we
see both the thrill of victory and the seed cast for the
eventual agony of defeat. Gideon, and his army of 300,
has just defeated the Midianite army of 120,000. It is
recorded that two of the Midianite kings, along with
15,000 men had escaped and were fleeing for their
lives. Gideon and the 300 pursue the Midianites and
eventually they overtake and destroy them. The thrill of
victory! The text goes on to say that the people of
Israel wanted to elevate Gideon to the position of ruler.
But he rejected their efforts saying, “I will not rule over
you, neither shall my son rule over you: the LORD
shall rule over you” (Judges 8:23). What a great show
of humility by Gideon. But then something happened
with Gideon that would ultimately result in a future
calamity.

Gideon decides to mark the victory over the
Midianites by having an elaborate ephod made and
then displayed in his hometown of Ophrah. He
gathered the spoils of the Midianites, the gold earrings,
and other jewelry, and had it formed and fashioned and
placed upon this ephod. This ephod was similar to what
the High Priest wore when performing the duties of his
office. What may have seemed to be an innocent
attempt to remember a victory became a snare to the
people, causing them to rebel against the LORD. In
verse 27 it says, “And Gideon made an ephod thereof,
and put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel
went thither a whoring after it: which thing became a
snare unto Gideon, and to his house.”

In the following chapter is the account of
Gideon’s son, Abimelech, and his efforts to become the
ruler of Israel. In this great conspiracy, Abimelech had
his brothers murdered. Only one of the 70 escaped.
What resulted was division and ultimately Abimelech
was judged of God, and he was killed. Within a
generation, the great victory achieved by Gideon,
through the blessings of God, turned to defeat by the
sin of pride. This started with Gideon’s lack of wisdom
in having this ephod made and put on display.

There is this great desire for success in the work
of the Kingdom of God. There are no greater feelings
we have than when a victory occurs or when success is
achieved. But when such victories and successes
happen, we must always remember that God is the
source of those victories, and successes. For, as the
Scriptures declare — “For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure”
(Philippians 2:13). Gideon was right to honor the Lord
by rejecting the wishes of the Israelites for becoming
their ruler. Gideon understood that God was their ruler.
However, Gideon also put into motion the eventual
downfall of his own family when he unwisely decided
to make this ephod of gold and display it in his own
home. It not only caused the people of Israel to commit
the sin of idolatry, but it also became a snare to his son,
Abimelech. What then followed was a great tragedy.

Let us learn from Gideon, and his lack of
wisdom, by remembering God alone is to be praised
for our victories and successes. Paul was a great
Apostle who accomplished great things. He had many
successes in his ministry. But notice how he views his
successes — “But by the grace of God I am what I am:
and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in
vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet
not I, but the grace of God which was with me” (1
Corinthians 15:10). This 1s the mindset we are to have
as servants of Jesus. God is to receive the glory for the
good works we do. The snare of victory is pride. May
we never get caught up in this snare that will always
end in the agony of defeat.
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Discipling Ministries International
Mission Trip 2023
Pastor Pat McCoy, Mission Director

God willing, DMI will sponsor a mission team to Ukraine October 31- November 10. Even though the war continues to rage in
Ukraine. God has blessed us to make two trips in 2022 and now a trip in 2023. The two trips last year were mainly to visit the
war-torn villages and cities where DMI supports the ministry of churches and pastors. In May and November we were able to go
to the city of Kharkiv on the eastern side of Ukraine. We traveled as close as ten miles from the Russian border to a village that
had been wiped out by retreating Russian troops. Pastor Surgei Datsko and his Church are taking needed food, water, and medical
supplies to this village. We were able to take nine suitcases of medications to Ukraine in May. Part of these supplies were taken to
this village.

We were also able to visit two other cities north of Kiev that had been nearly destroyed by retreating Russian troops. More
supplies were given to those in need there. Pastor Maxim Mamakin is the head of a rehabilitation ministry serving both men and
women who are alcoholics and drug users. God has blessed his ministry for many years.

We also met with Oksana, the head of an orphanage, “Happy Home”. She receives handicapped children from State Orphanages
and cares for them and loves them dearly. When possible many of these children are adopted. This is one of the needy ministries
DMI supports.

In November, we again made a trip and re-visited these same cities and ministries. On this occasion we were able to participate in
the dedication of a new Women’s Rehab in Makariv. This is one of the centers under Pastor Maxim. What a blessing to hear the

testimonies of some of the women who have been aided there.

This next trip will have a larger group than the last two. Our team consists of 9 people. Two doctors, three nurses, three pastors
and one layman. This will be our first medical team since 2020. We ask an interest in your prayers for all on this team.

We all recognize that there are dangers when traveling in a war torn country. Our mission director, Sasha Malov, is very cautious
as we travel. We take one day at a time and do not go in the direction of the front lines. We are not sure from one day to the next
exactly where we will be traveling. Our destination can change overnight.

We will focus our attention on two main things. One, the doctors will be seeing soldiers who are suffering from PTSD, and with

families who have lost family members in the war. We plan on taking some over-the-counter medications with us also.

DMI currently supports our director, Sasha Malov, “Happy Home” orphanage, Pastor Surgery Datsko in Kharkiv in Eastern
Ukraine, and Pastor Maxim Mamakin in Makariv, just north of Kiev. The two pastors and their churches are involved in giving aid
to the thousands of refugees who have settled in their areas. If you are following the war on the news you know that Kharkiv has
been under missile attack again for several weeks. Also, Russian troops are building up on the border which is only 40 miles from
Kharkiv. Please keep these pastors in your prayers.

Thank you for your support of DMI. Your contributions have given assistance to thousands of refugees during the past two years.
If you would like to donate to DMI for these medical supplies or to help the ministries we are supporting you can donate as
follows: Discipling Ministries International (DMI), P.O. Box 69, Culloden, GA 31016.
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Olney Church
Oak Park, GA

We the members of Olney Church cordially invite you to our Fall Revival Meeting to be held Friday , August 11th,
Saturday, August 12th , and Sunday , August 13th. Elder Lee Chambers of the Brooklet Primitive Baptist Church will be
our guest minister. Please join us for supper in the annex at 6 PM on Friday. Services begin on Friday evening at 7 PM.
We will have Saturday morning services beginning at 11 AM. Our final service is Sunday morning at 11 AM with lunch
following in the church annex. Please make plans to join us for this sweet time of fellowship. We are blessed to hear
Brother Bill preach God’s word each Sunday and pray the Lord will continue to bless him and Sister Vanna in His
service. May the Lord bless and keep us in His care and may we continue to remember all those that are less fortunate
and those having struggles in life.

In Christian Love,

Sister Debbie V. Dees Reporter



Obituaries

BELL, Charlotte Burnsed -
October 14, 1940 to July 18, 2023.
Fellowship Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia.

BURNSED, Rodney [Deacon]—
August 13, 1934 to July 4, 2023.
Fellowship Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia.

DEAL, Linda —
December 13, 1951 to June 18, 2023.
Middleground Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

RICH, Janet Lynn (Jan) —
October 4, 1964 to July 8, 2023.
Northside Primitive Baptist Church, Roswell, Georgia.




STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

- We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



