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THE 

FRUITFUL 

TREE

By:

Brother Bill Jones

Member of 

Lanes Primitive Baptist Church

(Stilson, GA)



“Every branch in me that beareth 

not fruit he taketh away: 

and every branch that beareth 

fruit, he purgeth it, 

that it may bring forth more fruit.”

[John 15:2]

! This year the limbs on the peach tree in our 

garden sagged to the ground from the weight of 

the fruit. I picked peaches, enough to fill grocer 

bags full, and we ate some, put some in the 

freezer, and gave away many of them. Since there 

were still peaches on the tree, I continued that   

enjoyable process (especially the eating part!)    

until they were gone. For several years, I let the 

tree grow as it wanted. Each year it added several 

feet to its height and eventually grew to over 

twenty feet tall. Some years it did bloom and    

offer some anticipation of fruit, but very few 

peaches appeared, if any at all. 

! Finally, last year I decided it was time to 

prune the tree. It had bloomed early, and the 

thought of cutting all those "possible" peaches 

did cause me to hesitate. However, since the trees 

you see in peach orchards along the highways 

aren't twenty feet tall, it's safe to assume the best 

height for production is much closer to the 

ground. Therefore, I sawed and whacked away 

and ended up with a tree not much more than 

head-high with three large bare limbs sticking 

out. Because I pruned it while it was blooming, 

we had no fruit last year. (But we did have a   

spectacular arrangement of blossoming peach 

tree limbs in a vase in the living room for a few 

days!)

! The tree grew well during the summer and 

put out new limbs. The following winter actually 

stayed cold. That kept the tree from blooming too 

early, and provided extra "cold hours" that peach 

trees need. The blossoms opened as the weather 

armed. Rain was abundant in the early spring, 

along with what seemed to be an over-abundance 

of honeybees and other insects to pollinate the 

blossoms. All this led to a tree full of fruit with 

plenty to eat and much to give away. 

! Jesus spoke of God the Father being like a 

gardener who prunes His plants. He prunes 

those who are in Christ to help them bear more 

fruit. This may take the form of suffering or       

adversity, or it may be new responsibilities and 

challenges that take us out of our comfort zone. 

! But pruning is only a part of the process. 

While we do have the responsibility to learn and 

grow, thankfully, we are not on our own to       

produce the fruit. Once the pruning on our peach 

tree was done, God provided the needed amount 

of cold, heat, rain, and insects at just the right 

times. And, like His provision for our peach tree, 

as God does His pruning on us, we can be         

assured that He will also provide whatever 

strength and resources that are necessary for us 

to bear the fruit He desires. 

! [Brother Bill Jones is a member of the Lanes 

Church in Stilson, GA. This devotional thought is 

taken from his book: “I Was Thinking The Other 

Day About... Pondering Life Through The Eyes 

And Heart Of A Christian Man.” The book can be 

ordered here.]
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THE HEDGE 

REMOVED?

By:

Elder Dean Robbins

Pastor Of

Faith Primitive Baptist Church

(Savannah, GA)



And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to 

my vineyard: I will take away the hedge 

thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break 

down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden 

down: And I will lay it waste: it shall not be 

pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up bri-

ers and thorns: I will also command the clouds 

that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard 

of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and 

the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he 

looked for judgment, but behold oppression; 

for righteousness, but behold a cry. 

Isaiah 5:5-7 

! Sadly, this prophecy of Isaiah became a     

reality for the nation of Israel in the Old             

Testament. The nation that had God as their 

King; that had been on the receiving end of so 

many providential blessings will soon come to 

deal with His wrathful judgment. Why? Later in 

the passage, a number of reasons are given. Verse 

13 states: Therefore my people are gone into     

captivity, because they have no knowledge: and 

their honourable men are famished, and their 

multitude dried up with thirst. Therefore hell 

hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth 

without measure: and their glory, and their     

multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, 

shall descend into it. A nation birthed because of 

the love and grace of God will soon be rejected 

by Him and taken into captivity by an enemy. 

God said, "I will take away the hedge thereof...”

! Recently, I was talking with a brother in 

Christ and in our conversation he asked the   

question, "has God withdrawn the hedge from 

around our country?" He asked this because of 

the appearance of growing evil and turmoil in 

our country. People rebelling against those in    
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positions of authority. Public safety officials being 

shot and killed. Instead of expressions of outrage 

by such occurrences, there seems to be a tacit    

approval given by those in leadership positions 

and by the media. Those who propose that "All 

Lives Matter" are singled out as bigots and are 

told they ought to be ashamed for expressing 

such thoughts. The Supreme Court refused to   

review a case that potentially has negative         

implications for the First Amendment right of the 

free exercise of religion. They left in force the 

judgement of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 

that ruled against a Christian Pharmacist who, 

out of religious conviction, refused to dispense 

medications that would end the life a child in the 

womb. There were several other pharmacies 

within the same area as where the Christian   

pharmacist did business that had such drugs. Yet 

in the eyes of judicial officials, his stance violated 

the so-called rights of those who would end the 

life of a child in the womb.

! It would seem that we are living in the days 

similar to that of the prophet where men call evil 

good and good evil; where men put darkness for 

light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 

sweet, and sweet for bitter. We live amongst 

those who are wise in their own eyes, and        

prudent in their own sight! There are those in   

positions of authority who justify the wicked for 

reward while at the same time they take away the 

righteousness of the righteous from him (Isaiah 

5:20; 21; 23). 

! Old Testament Israel was truly a nation     

under God; meaning that they alone held a        

relationship with God like no other nation had 

before or since. The United States has never 

shared the unique relationship that Israel of old 

had with God. This being so, it cannot be denied 

that the United States has enjoyed the blessings 

of God's providence; and that there has been a 

sense of a hedge of protection extended to her. Is 

that hedge now being removed?

! I'm not sure of all that is meant by hell      

enlarging herself and Israel descending into it. Is 

it possible that what we are seeing in our country 

today with the rapid spiral downward of moral 

standards as defined by God; that which was 

once evil now being declared as good and that 

which was once good now being declared evil; 

that we are now experiencing what Israel of old 

experienced as she descended into this hell? 

Know this - God does not change. He is holy. His 

holiness demands that He judge the unrighteous. 

Has God chosen to withdraw His hedge around 

our country? If He has, it is because as a nation 

we have sinned against God and have become a 

reproach to people. Righteousness exalteth a     

nation: but sin is a reproach to any people     

(Proverbs 14:34). When nations of the earth are 

guided by godly virtues, they hold a place of 

honor. Its citizens enjoy a measure of peace and 

prosperity. On the contrary, when nations       

practice injustice, and reject virtuous standards of 

conduct, they become a disgrace and the people 

devolve into more openly depraved behavior. 

Are we not seeing this in our country today?

! If the hedge has been removed, what can 

the righteous do? We can still be good citizens of 

our country by following the laws and respecting 

those who are in authority over us. We can instill 

in our children and grandchildren wholesome, 

God- honoring values. We can pray for revival 
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among the people of the LORD with the hope 

that such a revival may stay His hand of wrath 

and judgment against our country. We can         

remain faithful to our calling to be disciples of  

Jesus and be the light that Jesus has called us to 

be. We can do all of these things and we must! 

But we also must remember that those who are in 

Christ are citizens of a greater kingdom, a       

spiritual Kingdom who owe their allegiance to 

Jesus. We must obey Him and live worthy of     

being the sons and daughters of God.

! While appreciating our heritage as citizens 

of the United States, we have a greater heritage 

that is ours: we are the redeemed of the LORD; 

children of the Most High; citizens of a Kingdom 

that shall never end. We are the heirs of God and 

joint-heirs with the Son of God. 

! So while we may mourn for our country 

and for the sorrowful prospects that our children 

and grandchildren may live through, let us        

rejoice in the wonderful truth that as the            

redeemed of the Lord, we shall one day abide in 

"...a better country, that is, a heavenly one; 

where God is not ashamed to be called their 

God..." (Hebrews 11:16). 
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VOICES 

FROM THE 

PAST

Editor’s Note: 

Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) is best for his known for his  
writings in the magazine he edited for many years; Studies 

in the Scriptures. Many of these writings were later         
published in book form, which are readily available today. 
However, he also had an extensive letter-writing ministry. 

The following article is a letter written in 1937, and is        
included in a book entitled, Letters of A. W. Pink, published 

in 1978 by the Banner of Truth Trust. These letters were  
written during the period 1924-1951. This letter illustrates 
the practical wisdom that he shared with the recipients of 

this letter.



To: Lowell and Evelyn Green 

31 Colbourne Road 

Hove 2 Sussex 

Sabbath-day, September 19, 1937 

My Dear Brother and Sister in Christ, 

! Greetings in the holy and blessed name of 

him who declares, 'Many are the afflictions of the 

righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of 

them all, [Ps 34:19]. On occasions these               

'afflictions' are in the form of anguish over the  

discovery of our inward corruptions; at other 

times over the low state of Christ's cause in this 

world, or our sympathy for some of his suffering 

members; at still others they are occasioned by 

our adverse circumstances. Some of these          

'afflictions' are part of the entail of our fall in 

Adam, many of them are caused by our own 

folly, some of them are due to our faithfulness to 

Christ; but out of them all the Lord ultimately   

delivers us. No, dear brother, I do not have more 

time than formerly for letter-writing. As each 

year passes, the composing of many articles 

which are read by many of the same readers      

requires more and more of my time. I am very far 

from thinking that you are ungrateful for the     

efforts I have made in my letters to be of some 

help to you, yet I realize today more fully than 

ever, that neither you nor any other of the 

younger ones whom I love in the Lord can walk 

by my faith or profit from my experiences. Each 

one has to live and learn for himself. General  

principles of conduct I may set forth, but the     

application of them to the details of your life will 

have to be worked out by yourself. If I write 

fewer and shorter letters to you in the future, it 

will not be because I have lost, or have less,       

interest in you both, or because I consider that 

my efforts have resulted in no fruit in your lives, 

but because I have already given you the          

substance of the best of what God has given me, 

and because I shall be seeking (D.V.) to pass on 

the same to others.

! It is indeed a splendid thing when we really 

desire God's will, and nothing else, to rule our 

lives, yet, as I have several times suggested in   

recent articles, desiring God's 'will' is a very 

vague and often a most confusing expression, 

and the all-important question of how his will is 

to be known, generally leaves one in a state of   

utter perplexity. Let me illustrate. Am I to         

purchase a new suit of clothes for this winter? 

My natural and fleshly inclinations say 'yes'; my 

spiritual instincts raise the question, 'Would it be 

for God's glory?' I am now undecided. I tell      

myself I want God's 'will' in the matter, and not 

my own. Yes, but how is his will to be                 

ascertained? There is no specific verse of        

Scripture on the point; nor will the state of my  

finances supply an infallible answer. True, if my 

pocket be empty, that settles the matter, for I 

must never run into debt. But suppose I have 

$100 in hand? Well, that in itself does not justify 

me buying the suit.

! What then am I to do? Wait on God and ask 

him to make his 'will' clear? But what good 

would that do? We are only brought back to our 

first query of 'How is his will to be ascertained by 

me?' Perhaps you reply, 'Suppose after such    

praying, I was unexpectedly to receive a gift of 

$50 or a rise in salary, would not that be clear    

intimation that God wanted me to buy the suit, 

and was here providing the money for it?' Not 
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necessarily: he might thereby be testing you! No, 

the better way would be to ask him to give you 

good judgment, and act on it. God holds us       

responsible to use our common sense, carefully to 

weigh pros and cons, to learn lessons from past 

experiences when we acted hastily and rashly, to 

profit from observing the mistakes others have 

made. It is always God's will for us to use our 

best judgment—after praying him to give us 

such. 

! Now for the example in hand: Do I really 

need the suit? Would I by purchasing it make it 

impossible to buy other things which I or my  

family need more, or are more important? What 

am I likely to lose (my appearance at business 

etc.) if I don't buy the suit? These, and such like 

questions, must be carefully considered and      

answered. Thus, I change the vague question of 

'Is it God's will for me to buy the suit?' to, 'Is it 

right, necessary, wise to do so?' I would suggest 

that you carefully re -read the articles on 'Divine 

Guidance' in 1934 Studies, pages 212, 260, 281, 

and in January 1935. And here I must stop, as   

several other important and difficult letters       

require my attention; a young preacher in         

Chicago earnestly desiring help to prepare         

experimental sermons; another from a missionary 

in Salvador begging a solution to some nasty 

problems in his 'field', and so on. The Lord be 

very gracious to you and yours. 

Our united love and best wishes—as ever,

Yours by God's abounding mercy, 

A.W. Pink
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NEWS FROM 

THE 

DENOMINATION



All are invited to come and learn about this outreach ministry among the Progressive 

Primitive Baptists. Delegates from supporting churches will meet at 10:00 AM.    

Non-delegates are welcomed and encouraged to attend as well. Lunch will be served 

around 11:30 AM with a further presentation about the ministry being given             

afterwards. Brother Sasha Malov, from the Ukraine, will be in attendance and will 

speak at the meeting. In addition to the lunch, a bake sale will also be held.              

Donations will be received for the support of the ministry.

DMI Delegate & Ministry Meeting
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2016 Music Workshop DVD’s are now available for purchase!

Each DVD includes a recording of:

The Living Last Supper

&

The Sacred Concert

Order at: www.guidingstarcinema.com

You can also order by contacting Elder Vernon Eckleberry

318 Deerfield Dr.

Brunswick, GA 31525

Cell: (912)-230-0588, (912)-289-9483

eckleberry@mac.com

MUSIC WORKSHOP DVD’S

http://www.guidingstarcinema.com
http://www.guidingstarcinema.com
mailto:eckleberry@mac.com
mailto:eckleberry@mac.com
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Progressive Primitive Baptist 
Library & Archives

Elder Emerson Proctor, Curator

8 South Zetterower Ave.
Statesboro, GA 30458

(912)-489-5762

Please consider making a donation to the 
Archives. For a donation of any amount, you 

will receive a copy of the booklet - “Elder John 
Leland.”

Send donations to:
PPB Library & Archives

P.O. Box 784
Statesboro, GA 30459

(Donations are tax deductible)

Available 
For Supply

Andrew Tucker

andrew_tucker@ymail.com

(912)-687-1125

Elder
Lee Price

eldlp@yahoo.com

(706)-699-0226

Ben R Nessmith 
Jr.

br545jr@frontiernet.net

(912)-481-0960

Elder 
Richard Davis

H - (912)-927-1233
C - (912)-657-1569

Available 1 & 3rd
Sundays

mailto:andrew_tucker@ymail.com
mailto:andrew_tucker@ymail.com
mailto:eldlp@yahoo.com
mailto:eldlp@yahoo.com
mailto:br545jr@frontiernet.net
mailto:br545jr@frontiernet.net


Other Progressive Primitive 
Baptist Websites:

Bethany Assisted Living
www.bethanyway.org

Camp Hillview
www.camphillview.com

Camp Sonlight
www.campsonlight.org

Discipling Ministries 
International

www.disciplingministries.org

Lighthouse Foundation
www.lighthousebiblestudy.org

PB Music Workshop
www.pbmusicworkshop.com

PB Foundation
www.progressivepb.org

E-Banner Available

The Banner Herald is available now on-line at 

www.banner-herald.org. The Subscription is complementary along with 
the subscription of the paper edition. The cost for just the 

E-Banner is $9. Subscription information is given on the Website. 

Donations Welcomed!

In January of 2015, the Banner Herald obtained 501c3 charitable status 
with the IRS. Donations are now tax deductible. Donations can be made 

through the website or by sending it to: Banner Herald, P.O Box 125, 
Statesboro, GA. 30459. 
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2016 Association Schedule

Sequatchie Valley Association
Fairview Church, Chattanooga, TN

August 18 - 20, 2016, Tuesday - Thursday

Towaliga Association 
Flat Rock Church, Zebulon, GA 

August 26, 2016, Friday, 10:30 AM 

Upper Canoochee Association 
Olney Church, Oak Park, GA 

September 20, 2016, Tuesday, 10:00 AM 

Lower Canoochee Association 
Savannah Church, Savannah, GA 

October 4, 2016, Tuesday, 10:00 AM 

Bethel Association 
Lake Chapel Church, Patterson, GA 

October 11, 2016, 10:00 AM 

Ochlocknee Association 
Thomasville Church, Thomasville, GA 

October 7-8, 2016, Friday-Saturday, 10:00 AM 

Brushy Creek Union 
Union Church, Willacoochee, GA 

October 25-26, Tuesday-Wednesday, 10:30 AM 



NEWS FROM 

THE CHURCHES



Tifton Church (Tifton, GA)

Greetings from the Tifton Church. It has been a long 

time since we sent news. We are still being led by 

Elder Thomas Deal and his wife Sister Annette. We 

are few in number but much in the Grace of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. In   November of 2015 we 

held our annual Thanksgiving service with dinner 

afterwards. Our Christmas program was held the 

Sunday night before Christmas with refreshments 

and fellowship afterwards. In March we held our 

three night meeting with Elder Sam Bennett of Lake 

Chapel. We enjoyed the message he delivered. The 

support from area churches and members helped to 

fill the Lords House during these three nights. This 

will be a banner year for the Tifton Church as we will 

be celebrating our 100th year of serving and          

worshiping the Lord here in the Tifton Church. We 

are looking forward to this and we will be sending 

out invitations at a later date. We have 3 ladies who 

will be attending the Bible Conference in July and 

they truly enjoy this experience. We members that 

are unable to     attend will enjoy hearing from them 

their experiences during that week. We pray God's 

blessings upon each and every one of you as we all 

strive to seek and do the will of God. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Olney Church (Oak Park, GA)

We the members of Olney Church cordially invite 

you to our Fall Revival Meeting which will be held 

August 5th , 6th and 7th . Elder Dean Robbins of the 

Faith Church in Savannah, Georgia will be the guest 

minister. We will serve supper at 6 PM on Friday 

night in the annex before the 7:30 PM service. The  

Saturday morning service will begin at 11 AM and 

the Saturday evening service will begin at 7:30 PM. 

The final service will be at 11 AM on Sunday with 

lunch served following the morning service. Please 

make plans to join us for this time of fellowship. We 

have been blessed each Sunday hearing the message 

that the Lord has put on Brother Bill Durrence's heart 

to preach. We are truly thankful for his service. Lord, 

please give your people the strength to   uphold your 

teachings as we face so much adversity in this world. 

We pray for everyone to enjoy a safe and blessed 

summer! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Ramah Church (Barnesville, GA)

Spring and summer arrived bringing many activities. 

In April, the Ladies Auxiliary once again sponsored a 

team to walk at Relay for Life, raising money for   

cancer research. To celebrate Mother's Day, the ladies 

enjoyed Ladies' Night Out/Cinco De Mayo dinner 

on May 5th. All who attended reported a great time 

of fun and fellowship. We were blessed by a gospel 

singing concert featuring the Shaw Sisters, including 

Stephanie Shaw McMillan, Babs Thomas, Nancy    

Anthony, Marie Sims and Michelle McMillan         

Riggins, a fundraiser for this year's youth camps. 

While the sisters insisted they are not professionals, 

you would never convince us of that! Later that     

evening we enjoyed a graduation celebration for our 

graduates: Drew Farr, David Yeoman, Ross Marshall 

and Nicole Suggs. We pray God's guidance for these 

fine young people's futures. The church rejoiced in 

the marriage of Phillip Rappilard and Sarah Waters, 

and pray God's richest blessings on their union. The 

youth have been very busy with TAG Camp, Camp 

Hillview, and then a "Barnyard Roundup" at VBS. 

We thank God for our young folks! Many are looking 

forward seeing our brothers and sisters in Christ at 

Music Workshop, Southern States Bible Conference 

and Central States Bible Conference. Please join us at 

Ramah for worship whenever you are able. 
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THE COST 

OF 

CONVICTIONS

By:
Brother Sasha Malov

(Ukraine)



! When I was a teenager, together with other 

young people from our church's youth circle, we 

had what we called a Monday's visitations. We 

were going to visit some elderly and sick people 

of our Baptist congregation who due to their   

sicknesses and age were not able to attend a 

church. 

! The visitations were very exciting to me. At 

the beginning excitement was mainly because a 

girl I liked was going with us on those visitations. 

But sometime later I started to like going there  

because of the people we were visiting. When 

you see the people only in the church on the 

Lord's Day, it gives very small chance to get to 

know people well. But when we were going to 

their homes, trying to bring to them some       

comfort by singing Christian songs and hymns; 

giving simple Scriptural meditations; (which was 

a good practice to young people who were       

considering becoming preachers) and most of all 

- listening to the stories of people whom we were 

visiting - then the congregation and people in it 

became very dear to me. 

! Over those visits, I learned several things: 

one of the lessons learned was - each person has 

their own story and the second thing I                

understood was - the church is not merely about 

what is happening at the worship services, but 

more about the people of God who often are not 

seen in public, but whose faith, commitment; and 

readiness to pay a cost for their convictions is 

what makes church real and makes it strong.  

(Editor note: Sasha is speaking about a time 

when Ukraine was under communism in the 70's 

and 80's. Remember, Baptists at that time were 

often not allowed to worship publicly and had to 

meet in secret.) I heard the stories of those people 

who suffered war, famine, persecutions from the 

communist regime, people who were imprisoned 

in camps by Nazis and by the communists. I     

remember how surprised I was by some people 

whom I saw at the church services sitting quietly 

and listening, but whose lives were full of stories 

of God leading them all. God was so real and so 

close in their lives.

! Since that time, my deep interest is in       

getting to know people whom I meet on my life's 

path and to learn from them their walk with the 

Lord. It is spiritually enriching indeed. I found 

much joy of spending time with simple and   

modest people from whom I often receive so 

much inspiration. These people are so spiritually 

deep. Often I do not see the depth with people 

who are well educated and bear various           

educational degrees. 

! About 12-13 years ago I met Alexander who 

at that time was in his late 20s and he was       

making an excellent carrier in one of the big 

church associations in Ukraine. He was born in a 

non-Christian home and his parents and his 

brother all had some kind of genetic problem. 

This caused them all to be almost blind, except 

Alexander. Later on Alexander joined a church, 

got his theological education and married a girl 

from a very well-known and respectable family 

in that church association. 

! His marriage has opened up some doors for 

Alexander. But he had also been working hard 

and soon he received a position of the assistant of 

the regional church supervisor. It looked like 
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in several more years he would become a leader 

of that regional district of the association. People 

predicted that he had a bright career perhaps 

even on the national level. But everything        

suddenly changed in his life. 

! I sit with Alexander in his house, and I see it 

is still hard for him to share everything which has 

happened to him. Here are some of the highlights 

of his story: 

Alexander: "I became one of the top leaders of my 

church association. I had dreams and plans on 

how to make good changes within the association 

and of course I was proud to be among the top 

leaders. But the more involved I became in the  

association the more concerns I had. We were 

spending a big deal of time at various meetings 

of various committees working out various  

strategies and initiatives. We were focusing on 

how to make churches grow and how to get the 

finances and donors to make our plans possible. I 

had to be involved in all kind of church politics. I 

had to balance between various groups of          

influence. 

! Somehow it came to the point that I felt like 

we as the leaders lost our focus which was the 

real needs of the real people in our                     

congregations. We just had no time left for the 

pastoral care over the flock. I was ordained as a 

pastor at this point and I had been planting a 

new church in my town. I may say now, the Bible 

changed from being a well of a fresh water for 

my soul and became a textbook to me. God       

became a means/a tool, for reaching my goals. 

! At one point of time, I asked myself a    

question - "what is it all about? What am I    

spending my life on?" I spoke a lot about God, 

but there was very little of God in my daily life. 

Speaking about God and living with God were 

two different things in my life. 

! On the other hand, my theological            

convictions were in a process of forming. I read a 

lot of the books of various reformed authors,     

believing in Sovereign Grace. As a result, my  

theological convictions became a contradiction 

with the view of church. How can we speak 

about "saving people", if that is an act of the    

Sovereign will of the Lord? 

! I did not have peace in my heart, so to-

gether with some other brothers from our new 

planted church, we started to have a deep study 
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of the Doctrines of Sovereign Grace. The more we 

study, the more we saw how different the Biblical 

convictions are from the practice and beliefs of 

the association we were part of. This process of 

reevaluation of our belief took us two years. 

! We also studied the church government and 

saw that in our association the governorship over 

the congregations is not Biblical. It was              

proclaimed about the autonomy of the local     

congregations, but in fact all the decisions regard-

ing the lives of the congregations were made by a 

group of several "top leaders" or just by one      

regional supervisor. 

! After all the searches and after much of 

prayers we had a consensus in our small           

congregation we had to leave the association and 

stay as the church holding to the doctrines of 

grace. We announced about our decision and 

right away the gates of hell got opened against 

me. First I had meetings with the leaders of the 

association we left and they were pursuing us to 

stay in the association. Their point was: you may 

believe and preach whatever you believe, but 

stay with us, because if you'd leave that would be 

such a shame over the association when one of 

the top leaders left. We denied it. 

! So, the association wrote a letter which was 

sent out to all the congregations in the area     

blaming me for being a heretic and forbidding all 

the people to have any fellowship with me and 

with our congregation. In one day I lost        

friendship with about 90% of all my friends. 

Some of them in a demonstrative manner would 

not even shake my hand. Those who yesterday 

were looking for my goodwill and were making 

up to me suddenly looked at me as if I did not  

exist. 
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! The toughest things were the attacks on me 

using my family relationships. Some people, even 

the church leaders, were speaking to my wife,   

insisting that she should divorce me (we have 3 

children). They said to her: it is better to divorce 

him, then to live with the man who betrayed our 

faith. For Irina, my wife, that was hard and I 

could tell, our marriage was balancing on the 

edge of divorce, but the Lord, finally has granted 

her His mercy to accept my decision. 

! My father in law, who is a pastor of the 

church in that association, had some heart      

problems so people would come to my wife and 

say: "your husband will be guilty in the death of 

your father (whom she loves dearly) if he would 

happen to pass away." 

! It is hard to describe that level of hate and 

of the common doctrinal ignorance of people 

who were blaming me for changing my            

convictions. There was no dialog possible, since 

people just knew "Alexander betrayed the faith of 

our fathers." That was the level of arguments I 

had to deal with. In the meantime, a lot of       

positive changes have happened in my spiritual 

life. I may say, my relationship with the Lord has 

started over. The understanding of His Grace and 

the understanding of my corrupted nature have 

changed my attitude to people. I look at the     

people now, not from the top to down, but as 

equal with them. We are poor sinner who need 

His Grace daily. The Lord gave me love and    

compassion toward people I'm serving. My       

attitude toward the Gospel has been changed. I 

used to look at the Gospel only as what is needed 

to start the Christian life. But now I look at the 

Gospel as what is keeping me daily in His Grace. 

! I'm pastoring a small congregation of about 

40 people and I'm happy because I know the 

Lord has placed me there. I do not regret my     

career on a big level. I want to live in accordance 

with my convictions and that is what makes me 

rejoicing. 

! If you would ask me how I look now on 

what I have come through, my answer will be "I 

would not wish for anybody to go through what 

I have come through, but what you get is more 

then what you lost..." 

! This is the story of Alexander. A story which 

is full of frustration after frustration, but he       

rejoices and his life is in harmony with his        

convictions even though it cost him an              

outstanding career. May the Lord bless all of us 

to live a life based on the scriptural convictions 

seen in our daily walk.
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Obituaries

BROOKS, Betty
March 27, 2016,

Providence Primitive Baptist Church, Tallassee, Alabama.

INGRAM, Billy
April 25, 2016,

Providence Primitive Baptist Church, Tallassee, Alabama.

INGRAM, Ollie
April 24, 2016,

Providence Primitive Baptist Church, Tallassee, Alabama.

“We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent 

from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”

2 Corinthians 5:8



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner    
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist            

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession. 

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and  
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice. 

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate. 

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and 
the final perseverance of the saints. 

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is 
by His grace alone. 

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of     
Jesus Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed 
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and     

service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. 

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, 
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and 

body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to  
punishment in hell forever.


