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SEQUATCHIE VALLEY
ASSOCIATION
Macedonia Church
Ider, AL
August 13 - 15, 2015

LOWER CANOOCHEE
ASSOCIATION
Upper Black Creek Church
Brooklet, GA
October 6, 2015

TOWALIGA
ASSOCIATION
Flint River Church
Thomaston, GA
August 28, 2015

BETHEL
ASSOCIATION
Jesup Church
Jesup, GA
October 13, 2015

BRUSHY CREEK
UNION
Spring Hill Church
Oucilla, GA
October 27 - 28, 2015
Tuesday - Wednesday, 10:30am

UPPER CANOOCHEE
ASSOCIATION
Oaky Grove Church
Wrightsville, GA
September 22, 2015

OCHLOCHNEE
ASSOCIATION
Bethel Church

Jennings, FLL
October 17, 2015
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OF GOD
BY ELDER EMERSON PROCTOR
PASTOR OF BETHESDA CHURCH

GOOD STEWARDS OF
THE MANIFOLD GRACE
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“As every man hath received the gift, even so

to another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

minister the same one

(1 Peter 4:10 KJV)




In this verse of Scripture believers are
spoken of as “good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.” This gives one
apt description of the relationship
between God and His people. A steward
is one entrusted with the goods of an-
other. God, as the great benefactor of
His children, has entrusted to them
certain goods, abilities and talents. He
has done so for certain very specific
purposes. his purpose is not that He
should leave His children to their own de-
vices after He has given them His goods.
His purpose is not that His children
should become independent of Him. No,
He wishes His children to use those
things which He has entrusted to them
for His own great purposes. He wishes
His kingdom to be promoted, built up
and sustained through the grace He has
given to His children.

The goods which God has entrusted to
His children remain His own. They do not
belong to us. That is the position we hold
before God. What we have been given
belongs to God. We are stewards of
those things. Therefore, when we take
the things which God has granted to us
and use them to declare our
independence from God, we have

betrayed the trust which God has
granted to us. That is what we are doing
when we claim the things we have as our
own and use them for our own individual
and selfish ends.

John Brown, the Scottish theologian of
the nineteenth century gives a very
excellent explanation of the concept of
stewardship as expressed in 1 Peter
4:10. “The church is viewed as a
household, to the various members of

which the Divine Master of the family has

given various qualifications, by the

exercise of which they are mutually to

promote one another’s improvement and

happiness; and thus the improvement

and happiness of the whole family is to

be secured. These qifts, then, are not to

be considered as conferred only or
chiefly for the advantage of the individual
of whom they are bestowed. They are
intended for the good of the whole; and
the qifted person is, in the exercise of his
qift, not to act as an independent
proprietor, seeking his own advantage,
and doing what he wills with his own, but
as a good steward, turning to the best
account, according to the declared will
of the Great Householder, a portion of
HIS property. which the individual




entrusted with is expected to use, not only for his own good, but for

the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21,23). But it was the fellow who had

the good of all his brethren. (John Brown, Expository Discourses On
1 Peter, Vol. 11, 369.)

This entire concept, it must be asserted, is based upon the fact that
God is the Master. He is the Great Householder by virtue of creation
and redemption. Because that is true, He owns us, and He owns
“the cattle upon a thousand hills.” We are His stewards, and what
we have is His gift to us. Indeed, we ourselves are not our own. We
were bought with a price. Our entire duty, therefore, is to glorify God.
We cannot declare our independence from Him. We cannot use the
goods He has entrusted to us entirely for ourselves.

How, indeed, do you look upon that which you have, whether talent
or resource? We do tend to compartmentalize our lives, do we not?
Do you think there are areas of your life into which God should not
come? Do you tend to think in terms of certain areas of life
belonging exclusively to yourself, with perhaps certain other areas
having to do with religion into which God may be allowed? Do you
think of your material possessions as your own? Or do you regard
them as gifts from God to be used for His glory? The answer to that
question is a gauge which will indicate what kind of commitment one
is willing to make in the kingdom of God.

Perhaps there are those who would think that this concept makes
slaves out of men and God a tyrant. To the extent that one feels that
way is the extent to which such a person is in rebellion against God.
Interestingly enough, that is exactly the attitude of the man to whom
the Lord entrusted one talent in that great parable. The others had
used their talents and gained others. To them, the Lord said, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a
few things, | will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into

hidden the talent entrusted to him who said, “/ knew thee that thou
art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering
where thou hast not strawed: and | was afraid, and went and hid thy
talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine” (Matthew
25:24,25). This was the fellow who thought the Lord was “an hard
man.” Notice, those who understood their role as stewards, and
used their talents in that role, did not feel that they were enslaved.
They felt great joy in the Lord’s service, and they received their
Lord’s approbation. “Well done, thou good and faithful servant,” He
said to them, “enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” That is the point.
God is a gracious, kind and compassionate Master. He is bountiful
in His gifts to His children. We indeed, are stewards of “the manifold
grace of God.” Whatever He requires of us, He gives us the ability to
achieve it. And then He gives gracious blessings to us as we
exercise our stewardship.

Look at the conclusion the Apostle Peter draws in the passage we
have been examining. “If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability
which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen” (1 Peter 4:11).

"Anything whereby we may glorify God is a talent. Our gifts, our influence, our money, our
knowledge, our health, our strength, our time, our senses, our reason, our intellect, our
memory, our affections, our privileges as members of Christ's Church, our advantages as
possessors of the Bible - all, all are talents. Whence came these things? What hand bestowed
them? Why are we what we are? Why are we not the worms that crawl on the earth? There is
only one answer to these questions. All that we have is a loan from God. We are God's

stewards. We are God's debtors. Let this thought sink into our hearts.” - J.C. Ryle




TWO REASONS WE
SHOULD WORSHIP THE
FATHER (PART 2)

BY CRAIG DELOACH
PASTOR OF HARDWICK CHURCH

(As with my previous article on the subject of worship, let me
begin by stating that much of the content of this article will
likewise be taken from a magnificent book written by A.P. Gibbs
entitled Worship: The Christian’s highest Occupation)




Introduction

Part 1 of this two-part article directed our attention to the dialogue
between our Lord Jesus Christ and the Samaritan woman in John
chapter 4. In this dialogue, Jesus informs the woman that *... The

hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth" (John 4:23-24 KJV).

How amazing to think that God, our Father, is seeking true
worshipers to worship Him. The idea promoted by the word seek is
more in line with "to require, demand, to crave." Obviously, there is
more here than meets the eye. What stands out above everything
else is the fact that there is an appropriate way to worship God, our
Father, and this is the only acceptable way for men and women to
worship; that is, in spirit and truth. No doubt this thought is
emphasized in verse 24 where we read that anyone who would




worship the Father "... MUST worship Him in spirit and in truth"
(emphasis mine).

Of course, if A.P. Gibbs is correct, and | believe he is, worship is the
Christian's highest occupation. That leads us to the ultimate
question, "Why should we worship the Father?" That is the question
part one and part two of this series of articles is attempting to
answer. There are two major divisions in our attempt to answer this
question. First, the Father is worthy to be worshiped because of
what He is, and second, the Father is worthy to be worshiped
because of what He has done.

This series of articles will be confined to the first division; that is,
because of what He is. Part one pointed us to four of seven biblical
declarations concerning "what he is." They were present in this
order: we should worship Him because He is the Holy Father; He is
the Righteous Father; He is the Father of glory; and He is the Father
of lights. This month we will examine the last three of these
declarations.

HE IS THE FATHER OF MERCIES

Second Corinthians 1:3 states, "Blessed [be] God, even the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort” (KJV._ emphasis mine). | believe we all understand what it
means to be merciful. By way of definition, it means "to have pity or
compassion on." King David expressed this thought in Psalm 103,
"(12) As far as the East is from the West, [so] far hath he removed
our transgressions from us (13) Like as a Father pitieth [his]
children, [so] the LORD pitieth them that fear him. (14) For he
knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we [are] dust” (verses
12-14 KJV). Two things that need to be pointed out here. First, fear

carries the thought of reverence, and second, reverence carries the
thought of worship.

When we examine the parable of the Prodigal Son, we are given a
verbal picture of true mercy. The prodigal was abusive to his father.
He wanted to get out from under the rules and regulations of living
under his father’s roof. His terrible request of his father was, “Father,
give me the portion of goods that falleth [to me]. And he divided
unto them [his] living” (Luke 15:12 KJV).

In those ancient times, this request really meant, “Father, | wish you
were dead.” Any self-respecting patriarch of that time would have
not hesitated to punish such a rebellious son, but this merciful father
did not. We are familiar with the declining circumstances of the
prodigal. He live a riotous life in that “far country.” His older brother
knew what a lewd and lascivious lifestyle he was involved in. The
older brother’s words are piercing as he angrily speaks to his father,
“But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy
living with harlots, thou hast killed for mim the fatted calf” (Luke
15:30 KJV).

Here is the point of this parable: When the younger son “came to
himself,” his only desire was to return to his father’s house. He had
even practiced the speech he would make saying, “(18) [ will arise
and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, | have sinned
against heaven, and before thee, (19) And am no more worthy to be
called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants” (Luke
15:18-19 KJV).

After practicing his speech, he got up to come to his father. The
parable is beautiful here. It is overflowing with mercy and
compassion. Listen to the parable:



“(20) When he was vyet a great way off,
his father saw him, and had compassion,

will be gracious, and will shew mercy on
whom | will shew mercy” (Exodus 33:19

and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed

KJV). Then when the LORD passed by,

him. (21) And the son said unto him,
Father, | have sinned against heaven,
and in thy sight, and am no more worthy

He declared, “The LORD, the LORD
God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in

fo be called thy son. (22) But the
father...”(Luke 15:20-22 KJV).

The son repented of his rebellious
conduct, but the father would not even
allow him to conclude his prepared
speech. “But the father...” That one
statement is indicative of the mercy of
God the Father. The son is forgiven of
his sin. It is time to celebrate.

We are many times just as rebellious as
the prodigal. It is the theme of Luke 15
that give us hope, “... there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:10 KJV).
As rebellious as we are, or to use king
David’s words, “Like as a father pitieth
[his] children, [so] the LORD pitieth them
that fear him.”

Of course, in the long ago, when Moses
petitioned God to”... shew me thy glory”
(Exodus 33:16 KJV), God responded,
‘...l will make all my goodness pass be-
fore thee, and | will proclaim to whom |

goodness and truth, (7) Keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin...” (Exodus 34.6-7
KJV). All of this is summed up in verse 5
of Exodus 34, “And the LORD
descended in the cloud, and stood with
him there, and proclaimed the name of
the LORD.” God is mercy.

It is interesting that Paul in 2 Corinthians
1:3 adds the following: “...and the God of
all comfort” (KJV). That word comfort is
derived from the greek word paraklesis.

It means “to come up alongside and
help.” How wonderful to know that God

is good “...for his mercy endureth for
ever” (Psalm 103:17 KJV), or as He told
Moses, “The LORD, the LORD God,
mercitul and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth.” We
should worship Him because He is the
Father of mercies.

HE IS THE FATHER OF US ALL




Ephesians 4.7 states, “One God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all” (KJV). In one sense, God is the
Father of all men in that He created them. Many times in Scripture,
when one is the first to do a thing, he is referred to as the father of
that thing. Consider the following verses from Genesis: “And Adah
bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and [of such

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Mercies, and the God of all

comfort” (KJV). The second is found in Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (KJV). The

third is found in 1 Peter 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath

as have] cattle. And his brother's name [was] Jubal: he was the
father of all such as handle the harp and organ (Genesis 4:20-21).

Thus, God is the Father of all men in that He created mankind. It is in
the second sense, a more specific sense, that Paul is referring to.
God is the Father of the elect in several ways. First, He is our
heavenly Father because he regenerated us; that is, He borne us
again. Therefore, we are His children because we are born into His
family (See Ephesians 2:1). Second, He is our heavenly Father
because He has adopted us into His family (See Romans 8:15).

After His resurrection and before His ascension, Jesus made a most
wonderful statement to Mary Magdalene. He said, “ Touch me not;
for | am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and
say unto them, | ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and [to]
my God., and your God” (John 20:17). That statement resounds with
the truth of our special relationship to the Creator of the heavens and
the earth. He is our Father in heaven, and not ours only, but every
man, woman, and child given to Christ before the foundation of the
world. We should worship Him because He is indeed the Father of
the world.

HE IS THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

There are three passages of Scripture that relate this truth. The first
is found in 2 Corinthians 1:3, “Blessed be God, even the Father of

beqgotten us aqgain unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.” (KJV).

God is not only the Father of the family of the redeemed, He is also
the Father of the One whose precious blood procured their
redemption. There are two terms we need to deal with here. The first
is the term only begotten and the other is first begotten.

We are familiar with John 3:16 when we read, “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting lite” (KJV). “Only
begotten’ is a unigue term that is derived from a unique greek
word. That word is monogenace, and it generally means “the only
one of its kind.” Without question, that is true of Jesus, the only
begotten Son of God. Perhaps that is why we read in Luke’s gospel
the angel’s explanation to Mary concerning His birth, “The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35 KJV). When the
Holy Spirit uses the term “holy thing,” He is declaring that this child
will be sacred; that is, physically pure, morally blameless,
consecrated. Indeed, Jesus Christ was all of that. Hebrews 4:15
declares that he was, “... in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin” (KJV).
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The other term is first begotten. \We find
this term in Revelation 1:5 in John's
introduction. There we read, “And from
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,

church: who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead: that in all

[things] he might have the preeminence”

(KJV emphasis mine).

and the first begotten of the dead” (KJV.
What does it mean that He is the first
begotten of the dead”? We need to
compare Revelation 1:5 with Revelation
1:118. Notice how the glorified Lord
Jesus Christ describes Himself there: “/
am he that liveth, and was dead; and
behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen”
(KJV). He is the only one that was raised
from the dead never to die again. This is
not true of anyone before Him or after
Him. Lazarus was raised from the dead
only to die again.

At the time of Christ’s resurrection,
Matthew’s gospel reads, “And the graves
were opened,; and many bodies of the
saints which slept arose, And came out
of the graves after his resurrection, and
went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many” (Matthew 27.52-563 KJV).
These all died again.

There is another term affiliated with first
begotten. That term is firstborn. Listen
to the words of Paul in Colossians 1:18,
“And he is the head of the body, the

You see, there is a great day coming
when all who have died in Christ will be
called from their graves, joined with their
spirits, and changes in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, and we will never be
separated from our Lord again (See 1
Thessalonians 4:13ff and 1 Corinthians
15:52). This is only possible because
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
sent His only begotten Son that He might
be the firstborn among many brethren
(See Romans 8:29). We should worship
our heavenly Father because He is the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

There should be no question remaining
in our minds as to why we should
worship our heavenly Father. This

affirmation is based on one Aspect of His
being, “What He is.” To restate the
reasons that fall under this heading, we
should worship our heavenly Father
because He is the holy Father; the
righteous Father; the Father of Glory; the
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Father of Lights; the Father of Mercies; the Father of all; and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. May these words encourage you to spend
more time worshipping Him in spirit and in truth.

There is one fundamental reason why the living God
wants His people to assemble in worship: that is, to as-
cribe to Him the worth and value that are His, individually

and as a body, and to present their bodies as living sacri-

fices. Worshipping God is not a means to an end in itself!

(Ron Owens)




MACEDONIA CHURCH

(Ider, AL)

Greetings from Macedonia!

May and June have been busy months filled with many blessings.
On Mother’s Day, all Moms were presented with red roses and a
special song. We thank God for our wonderful, spiritual and loving
Mothers. On Memorial Sunday, we honored the Veterans that were
with us that day with a special tribute. In June, a group of about 18
campers traveled to Lynchburg, TN for the 59th Annual Tri-States
PBYF Conference held at TAG Camp. Eight of these were first tim
Tri-States campers! So happy to have them all with us. We all
enjoyed a wonderful, fun-filled and spiritual week. On June 28th, we
were blessed to have Bro. Matthew Johnson filling the pulpit for the
morning and evening services. We were so thankful to have Bro.
Matthew and several of his family members with us. We missed our
pastor, Elder Rickey and Sis. Jeanelle who were out of town for a
wedding. Sadly our hearts are still heavy over the loss of our dear
Sister, Helen Kilgore. She always wore the sweetest smile, offered

words of encouragement and was so very faithful to the Church.
Please remember her family and lift them up in your prayers. We
miss her so much. May God bless you all! (Kathy Weldon, Reporter)

OLNEY CHURCH

(Oak Park, GA)

We the members of the Olney Church cordially invite you to our Fall
Revival Meeting which will be held August 7, 8 and 9. Elder Mike
Newman of the Metter Primitive Baptist Church will be our guest
minister. We will serve supper at 6PM on Friday night in the annex
before the 7:30PM service. The Saturday morning service will begin
at 11 AM and the Saturday evening service will begin at 7:30 PM.
The final service will be at 11 AM on Sunday with lunch served
following the morning service. Please make plans to join us for this
time of fellowship. Let us remember our church members that are
sick or in nursing homes. May the Lord lift them and their loved ones
up as they face their illnesses. May we always remember those that

13



have gone on before us. Lord, please
give your people the strength to uphold
your teachings as we face so much
adversity in this world. We pray for
everyone to enjoy a safe and blessed
summer! (Sister Debbie V. Dees, Re-
porter)

Attention Banner Herald Reporters!
We have made a few changes regarding
the sending in of church news, obituary
notices and denomination news. Please

send all the above news to:
thebannerherald1918 @outlook.com

If you mail these news items, please
send it to:
Church News
C/o Banner Herald
P.O. Box 125
Statesboro, GA 30459

Please remember to limit church news to
250 words. Please send items by the
15th of the month for printing for the
following month.

FLINT RIVER CHURCH

(Thomaston, GA)

Members and friends of Flint River
Primitive Baptist Church cordially invite
each of our Sister Church members and
friends to our annual meeting, August 6 -
9, 2015. Our schedule is:

Thursday, Aug. 6, Dinner at 6:00PM,
Worship 7:30PM.

Friday, Aug. 7, Worship 11:00AM,
Worship 7:30PM

Saturday, Aug. 8, Worship 11:00AM,
NO night service

Sunday, Aug. 9, Worship 11:00AM,
Homecoming immediately following
Worship service.

Elder Terry Barnard, Pastor of
Thomasville Primitive Baptist Church,
Thomasville, GA will be our guest
minister. We ask that you please
remember Brother Barnard as he
prepares to bring God’s Word to us and
that we may have hearing ears and
understanding hearts. (Doris Daniel,
Clerk)
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Obituaries

BETHESDA CHURCH

(Wadley, GA) Daniel SR., William Thomas (Billy) -

January 12, 1931 to July 1, 2015
Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church, Claxton, Georgia.

The Annual Meeting at the Bethesda Primitive Baptist Church,
Wadley, GA will be held on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, July 31,
August 1-2, 2015. The services will be held on Friday night at
7:30PM, Saturday morning at 11:00AM, and Sunday morning at “But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grace:
11:00AM. Supper will be served Friday evening at 6:30PM; and lunch for he shall receive me. Selah.”(Psalms 49:15)
on Saturday and Sunday following the morning services. The guest
minister will be Elder Randy Waters, Pastor of the Statesboro
Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Ga. “The best moment of a Christian’s life is his last one,
because it is the one that is nearest heaven. And then it is
that he begins to strike the keynote of the song which he
shall sing to all eternity.”

Charles Spurgeon

Available for Supply: |

Elder Paul V. Thomas "
1456 Frank Road ! .
Ocilla, GA 31774 “
Phone: 229-468-7113 o
Cell: 229-424-6486
Email: paulalmathomas@yahoo.com
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From the musical “Upon This
Rock” presented at the Lanes

' Church on Tuesday evening.
M U S I C ' ,' Brother Gary Weed played the

part of the apostle Peter.

WORKSHOP 2015

Close to 100 gathered at Camp Hillview for this year’s Music
Workshop. The theme for this year’s gathering was “He
Inhabits the Praise of His People.” The theme was based on
Psalm 22:3: “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the
praises of Israel.” (KJV)

Elder Mike Newman brought the messages from God’s word
during the Workshop. Among the highlights of the week was
the musical presentation “Upon This Rock” presented at the
Lanes Church on Tuesday evening. On Thursday evening. the
Sacred Concert was held as the Metter Church.

Both of these performances were recorded. If you would like a
DVD of one or both presentations, please contact Elder Vernon
Eckleberry at eckleberry@mac.com . You can also keep up
with news from the Music Workshop on their Facebook page
and also on their web page: pbmusicworkshop.com

In upcoming issues, we will bring reports from denominational events that
have taken place over the summer months. We begin with a report from this

year's Primitive Baptist Music Workshop.
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(1)
The Workshop choir was under the
direction of Dr. Jim Tipps, Tom Sye,
Helen Wilson, and Cecile McGuire.

(2)

Elder David Summerford presented this
year”’s Nancy Patton Scholarship to
Ashlyn Summers, the daughter of Bobby
& Christa Summers. Sister Nancy Patton
was the organist for the Miami Church.
She was the first Vice-Chairperson of the
Music Workshop.

(3)

The Joy Shop, composed of children
from the ages of 5 - 12, was led by
Sisters Christa Summers, Terry Pinkstaff,
Monta Rae Purser, Emma Andrews, and
Connie Millar. Brother Peer Millar also
helped with the the teaching of Bible
lessons.



They heard.

First, they heard a still, small voice
that said: “Follow me.” That said:
“Take up your cross...

And follow me.”

They heard the call of Jesus, as He
drew them by His sovereign grace.
And they followed.

They followed.

They followed Jesus
down a narrow way;
Down a narrow way
that led they knew not where.
Compelled, they followed. Closely,
they followed. Longingly, they
followed. Lovingly, they followed.

They followed when the
path was bright and level;
when it was easy to follow

They followed when the path was
dark and steep and
the way was hard.

They followed because of the One
who had called them
walked with them.

Never leaving nor forsaking,
Jesus walked with them.

And they followed.

They Were Servants

A Tribute in Thanksgiving to God in Honor
of Sister Margaret Hagan, Sister Mildred
Simms, and Brother Franklin Lewis.
2015 Primitive Baptist
Music Workshop

Marqgaret Hagan Franklin Lewis

They served.

He that had come not to be served
but to serve had
captured their heart.

They heard Him say,

“The servant is not greater
than his Lord.”

If He, who was Lord and Master
would stoop to wash
the disciples’ feet,

So, too, must they.

They served in ways
seen and unseen,

In ways big and ways small,

They helped others sing
the songs of Zion,
the songs of the pilgrims journey.
They helped others worship,
They helped others to be servants,
They helped others to follow the
Lord Jesus Christ.

These were our friends;
Our brother and sisters;
Our examples to follow
as they followed our Lord.
“Well done, good and
faithful servants,
well done!”
(By Brother Wade McElveen)



Statement of Faith

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man’s faculties - his heart, mind, and will -
and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,
and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers” baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only
baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and
should be regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to
be observed by the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism of the Lord’s Supper
but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious
body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body

reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.
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