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Everyone has them...old, young, rich, poor,
male, female, educated, uneducated, black, white,
liberal, conservative, saved, unsaved. Some keep
their opinions quietly to themselves. Some want
everyone to know their opinions. Some are not
confident in their opinions while others believe
theirs to be completely authoritative. Some believe
their opinions may not necessarily be right. Others
believe that their opinions cannot possibly be
wrong. Some do not value your opinions, but
expect you to value theirs. Some value their own
opinions simply because it's theirs. Some people's
opinions are worthy of consideration because they
are carefully researched and reasoned. Some
people's opinions simply reflect what everyone else
thinks, believes, feels, or wants. Yes, everyone has
opinions, and our culture is obsessed with them.
Every day, people live and die by their opinions.

But is there anything greater, more
trustworthy, more authoritative, and more needful
than our opinions? Yes, there is the inspired,
inerrant, and infallible Word of God. Psalm
119:160 says, "The entirety of Your word is truth,
and every one of Your righteous judgments endures
forever." Not only does God not lie, but He cannot
lie. Everything God says is truth. If that is the case
why are we so prone to not believe what God has
said? Why do we try to explain it away, ignore it,
reject it, re-interpret it? One cannot legitimately be
a Christian and reject His Word, or give mere lip
service to what God has spoken. God's Word is to
inform and govern our thoughts, ideas, and actions.
Recently, with Gay Pride month and the
overturning of Roe vs. Wade, numerous individuals
who professed to be Christian were sharing
opinions and ideology that could not be
substantiated by the Word of God. In fact, their
opinions clearly contradicted the Word of God.
Somehow these individuals felt their opinions were

more Christian and humane than what the Bible
actually teaches. It is one thing for a fallen world
to speak such blasphemy, but when those who
profess to be Christian reflect those same
sentiments over and against the Word of God, it
reveals that they are not getting their cue from
God, but are operating under the influence of a
world system that stands diametrically opposed to
God. That, my friend, is very dangerous and
reveals that we may possibly be deceived about our
salvation. The Psalmist writes, "Your word have |
hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against
You." May whatever we think, say, or do be
informed by God's Word so that we will not find
ourselves fighting against God. That is a dangerous
and losing proposition.
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Worshiper Totally

Romans 12:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 5:16&18,
Psalm 81:1

By:
Elder Craig Campbell
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Corporate worship of the great God of our
salvation should always involve the one
worshiping in a very personal and intimate manner.
Therefore, proper worship of God is worship that
involves the worshipper totally. This “involve the
worshipper totally” principal is the worship
principle where we see the greatest benefit and
blessing in our love relationship with our Lord. In
this and the next devotional, I will note five aspects
of how worship should involve the worshipper
totally. Each of these aspects will lead us to a more
vibrant love of our Lord. Worship which involves
the worshipper totally is composed of worshiping
our Lord with our Mind, Heart, Will, Possessions,
and Bodies.

Worship With The Mind

Every time of worship should be filled with
the Word of God which engages the mind through
theological content. As the mind is engaged, the
mind, through the work of the Spirit, is changed,
instructed, or edified. The Apostle Paul calls this
process the renewing of the mind, Romans 12:2b,
“be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.” Through the
Spirit, working with the Word, our engaged mind is
ready for action, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5, “For the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty
in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God, bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,”
God blessed us with minds that are to comprehend
His revealed Word and obey it for His glory. When
our mind is engaged, we see and understand the
message of God’s love toward us and our
corresponding love response to God.

This principle of worship calls us to pay
attention, to think, to meditate, and to discuss the
life changing truths of Scripture. Christianity is not
a religion that calls us to empty the mind as some

religions do. Christianity is not a religion that asks
us to believe without thought, as do the mystic
religions. Christianity is a religion where God in
His saving work reveals Himself to us in His Holy
Word. He calls us to study, to think, to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds.

Worship With The Heart

Worship is our personal response of love to
God. Our heart is to overflow with gladness, joy,
and passion. Psalm 81:1, “Sing aloud to God our
strength; Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16&18, “16 Rejoice always,...
in everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.” Our hearts are to be
involved in each component of every worship
service. The heart should be moved by the
theological content of that which engaged the
mind. This will cause us to join with the Ephesian
believers and speak, “speaking to one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving
thanks always for all things to God the Father in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” (Ephesians
5:19,20.)

If we worship God with the emotions of our
hearts, then we will as well worship Him by
expressing sorrow, grief, pain, and anger. Psalm 22
expresses grief, groaning and pain. Psalm 73 vents
intense anger. The book of Lamentations is filled
with crying, expressions of afflictions, and a lack
of peace. This is the language of those coming
before a caring, compassionate, and loving God
and worshiping with their whole heart. We
shouldn’t leave all our emotions at home when we
come to worship. We should bring them with us
and present them to the Lord for His praise, or for
His instruction, or for His forgiveness.

Worship should prompt our heart to be
passionately in love with the Lord. There is no
greater endeavor of the heart than sincere worship.
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Issues & Values
January 2002

By:
Elder F. Arthur DeVane

Editors note: The following article was written by Elder F.
Arthur DeVane and is first in a series entitled “Religion and

Politics ”. We will reprint these over the next several months.




Religion and Politics: Do They Mix?

Perhaps the greatest moral issue of our time
1s the relationship of religion and politics. On the
one hand are those who are unhesitatingly
committed to the principle of a secular society: the
complete and total separation of church and state,
with neither one affecting the other (although
proponents of this view usually desire state control
of religious enterprises to “keep them in their
place”).

On the other hand are religious zealots who
believe that the moral catastrophe facing our
culture can only be resolved by a takeover:
Religion must once again control all facets of
society. Some Christian theologians argue that it is
our God-given right and responsibility to “subdue
the earth” — that God’s principles must once again
control our society, and that Christian people must
establish the kingdom of God on earth. We are to
have dominion over this world because this is a
cultural mandate from the days of creation that has
never been revoked.

Many people in our society today insist that
our early forefathers wanted a society that was
morally neutral. Is that true?

Peter Marshall and David Manuel wrote in
The Light and the Glory, an analysis of America
since the assassination of President John Kennedy
in 1963. The following is asserted on pages 14 and
15:

But perhaps the most mystifying
indicator of all was the loss of moral
soundness. To be sure, there had always been
pockets of dissolution, but we had thought of
them as isolated situations- surface cavities
that needed to be drilled and filled. Now we
are finding that what was actually needed

was root-canal work, if it was not already too
late.

And yet, the sexual promiscuity, which
we scrambled to accommodate through
legalized abortion, permissive sex education,
and ever more effective birth preventatives,
was not in itself the most telling sign of the
depth of the moral decay. Nor was it the
disintegration of the family unit, the common
thread which was all that was keeping the
fabric of America from coming apart at the
seams. And indeed, the American family
seemed to be unraveling- a divorce rage that
was approaching one marriage in two, when
two generations ago divorce had been almost
unheard of; the sudden prevalence of child
abuse, which had been even rarer; the
wholesale abdication of parents from their
traditional roles of leadership; and the
determination of each member of the family
to achieve independence- as much and as
soon as possible.

The most significant index of the extent
of our moral decay was our very indifference
to it. Pornography had insinuated itself into
practically every level of our daily life,
including our language. Corrupt personal and
business practices which once would have
erupted into major scandals, today seemed
scarcely scandalous. But where once we
would have been up in arms, speaking out,
writing letters, and voting, now we just shook
our heads and counted it as another sign of
the times.

If any one event could be isolated as
that which marked the moment when our
despair had begun to harden into
indifference, it was when our President was



caught lying to the people, and then
manipulating our trust in the office in his
attempt to cover up the lies.

This explains why, when the events of
Watergate tore down the idol of our “civil
religion,” it was such a shattering experience
for so many. It also tells us why, after our
initial rage at the man (not so much for what
he had actually done, as for what he had
destroyed), we tended to put him completely
out of our minds. For as much as we would
have liked to aftix all the blame to this one
man, we sensed in our hearts that his fall was
merely a reflection of what had happened to
the American Dream.

The Shattered Dream

The American Dream has indeed been
shattered. The moral decline is catastrophic, and
solutions do not come easily. In the midst of this
moral dilemma we continue to fight over the
relationship of religion and politics. Do they mix?

Psalm 127:1 says

Except the LORD build the house, they labour in
vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city,
the watchman waketh but in vain.

Proverbs 14:34 states:

Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people.

A similar passage in Proverbs 11:11 reads:

By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted:
but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

Proverbs 29: 2 warns:

When the righteous are in authority, the people
rejoice. but when the wicked beareth rule, the
people mourn.

Next month: “Religion and Politics, Do they Mix?
Part 2
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THE AUTHOR

The author of this epistle is not the Apostle
James the brother of John, the sons of Zebedee.
The Apostle James lost his life at the hands of
Herod, the king. This is Herod Agrippa, the
grandson of Herod the Great, and this tragedy is
recorded in Acts chapter 12. The church at Antioch
was growing and prospering at that time. During
the same period, Judaea was suffering through a
terrible famine (cf. Acts 11:29). Herod, it seems,
sought to appease the masses by persecuting the
church, and he began by beheading the Apostle
James. The scheme worked to his benefit because,
as the text says, it “pleased the Jews” (Acts 12:3).

In Acts chapter 15, we learn of another James
who rose to prominence. He is the half-brother of
the Lord Jesus Christ; that is, the son of Mary and
Joseph. He sits on the council in Jerusalem which
1s comprised of the apostles and elders. This James
comes to our notice when he rules in the dispute
that erupted between the position of Paul and
Barnabas and “certain men which came down from
Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be
circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot
be saved” (Acts 15:1 KJV). The 1ssue was taken
before the council in Jerusalem. Arguments from
both sides were heard extensively by the council,
and after all had said their peace, we read that «. . .
James answered, saying, Men and brethren hearken
unto me” (Acts 15:13 KJV), and he proceeds to
give a judgment in the matter that “pleased . . . the
apostles and elders with the whole church” (Acts
15:22 KJV). It is this James who writes the general
epistle that bears his name.

HIS AUDIENCE

James 1s writing to “the twelve tribes which
are scattered abroad” (James 1:1 KJV). He

addresses them as “My brethren” in verse 2.
Because he does so, we come to understand that he
is writing to believing Jews. They had been
dispersed far and wide under the persecutions of
the church by Paul (Acts 8:1-3; 12:19).

HIS PURPOSE

When James uses the phrase “scattered
abroad,” he is directing the reader’s attention to a
thing that might otherwise go unnoticed. The
Greek term for “scattered abroad” is diaspora and
can be translated “through sowing.” It paints a
marvelous picture for the reader. It is the picture of
a sower going forth to sow seed, tossing it by hand
into the field. Therefore, though these are hard
times for these Jewish believers, James is telling
them that the purposes of God are being fulfilled
even in the midst of their tribulations. The Good
News of salvation in Jesus Christ is being preached
far and wide.

It 1s difficult to determine how James became
acquaint- ed with the shortcomings of these Jewish
believers. In any event, he was aware of their need
for correction, rebuke, and exhortation. The entire
epistle will address several issues James has with
the conduct of these members of the diaspora.

JAMES’ FIRST ADMONITION

James begins by addressing the response
these Jewish believers have exhibited to the
circumstances they find themselves in. About that,
he says, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall
into divers temptations” (James 1:2 KJV). The
word “temptations” as used by James here is
speaking of temptations from without. You will
notice in verse 14 that he is speaking of
temptations that are from within. Here James is
noting that temptations from without are of such a
large variety that he uses the adjective “divers” to
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describe them. The word means “of unspecified
quantity” (Miriam-Webster). James wants the
reader to know that temptation is not a singular and
specific thing. He wants the reader to know that
temptation is all around us, everywhere we look,
everywhere we go. You will notice that James does
not say “if ye fall into divers temptations.” Rather,
he emphasizes that it is “when ye fall into divers
temptations.” It is going to happen.

How to properly respond to such temptations
is James’ objective. He informs his reader that they
should “count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations” (James 1:2 KJV, emphasis added).
The word “all” is important here. There is not a
single temptation that comes into our life that
should not be viewed as a source of joy. One of the
meanings of temptations is “experiences.” Spiros
Zodhiates in his work titled [t]he work of FAITH:
An Exposition of James 1:1-2:13 makes the
following assessment of verse 2:

Get the most out of every experience; get all
the joy out of it. When you are ill in bed, there is
joy to be derived from it. When you are poor, there
is joy to be experienced, for in your poverty you
will acquire trust and dependence upon God.

When you are rich and prosperous, get all the
joy you can out of the privilege of helping others.
Get all the joy and profit out of every experience in
life, 1s the counsel of this wonderful verse (Page
20).

Although it is true that the word translated
“temptations” can be defined as “experiences,” |
do not believe Doctor Zodhiates is correct in his
explanation stated above. The strict reading of the
text points to hard and difficult experiences.

The word temptations also means “a trial, an
attempt.” Once again, [ quote Doctor Spiros

Zodhiates. He says, “Into our life comes a
temptation, an affliction, an unwanted experience.
As we pass through it, we can hardly find it joyful .
..” (Page 21). James does not indicate that there is
joy 1n our painful experiences. What James says is
that we are to “count it all joy.” The Greek word
translated “count it” might also be translated
“consider.” The question is, “Why does James state
it this way?” He answers that question for us in
verse 3.

Verse 3 reads as follows: “Knowing this, that
the trying of your faith worketh patience.” All
temptations are a trial of our faith. This is
important for James’ initial audience. James is
saying to them (and by extension to us) that they
should not let the hardships that have entered into
their lives create in them an ungodly attitude.
James cites Job as an example of patience in
suffering that he is speaking of (cf. James 5:11).
This word “patience” used by James has the
following appropriate meaning: “in the NT the
characteristic of a man who is not swerved from
his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and
piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings”
(Thayer’s Greek Definitions).

This amazing steadfastness in the midst of
the trial of one’s faith accomplishes something
very beneficial in the believer. James states it this
way in verse 4: “But let patience have her perfect
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing” (KJV). This is certainly not stating that
believers may be perfect in the sense of holiness. |
would translate the verse this way: “But let
patience have her completing work, that ye may be
complete and entire, wanting nothing.” James
seems to be saying that this process moves a
believer from the milk of the Christian experience
to the meat of the Christian experience. This

11



process makes for a mature believer, one who
understands the purpose of the trials that confront
him in his life and faces them looking forward to
the joyous victory he will have in Jesus Christ,
whether temporally or eternally.

JAMES’ SECOND ADMONITION

James turns his attention to those who might
be having difficulty following his advice in verses
2-4. He therefore admonishes them saying, “[But]
if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and
it shall be given him” (James 1:5 KJV, brackets
added). The King James translators for whatever
reason did not translate the word “But.” However,
the word “but” is a conjunction that is used to
introduce a contrast to what has already been
stated. If a believer is having difficulty putting into
practice James’ admonition to “count it all joy
when you fall into divers temptations,” there 1s
something lacking. James states that this man lacks
wisdom. It requires wisdom from above to process
temptations appropriately, and as James has
pointed out, “let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally.” James refers to it as “wisdom that 1s
from above” in James 3:17. He then emphasizes
that the believer needs to ask for this wisdom “in
faith, nothing wavering” (James 1:6 KJV).

His point is easily understood. Anyone who
asks doubting is not going to receive anything from
the Lord (cf. James 1:7). James refers to this
wavering as being double minded and notes that
such a man is “unstable in all his ways” (James

1:8).

The wavering, unstable, double-minded
believer will never be able to view the trials and
tribulations that he is confronted with
appropriately. Rather, he will enter into the

ungodly practice of complaining and grumbling
about his condition, and even arriving at the place
of blaming God for his troubles (cf. James 1:13).
All of this is sin, and it is generated by lust, and sin
when it is finished will bring forth death (cf. James
1:14-15). James then admonishes his reader not to
fall into that trap, saying “Do not err, my beloved
brethren” (James 1:16).

CONCLUSION

This is somewhat of a preamble to the Book
of James. It ad- dresses the needs of the believer
who is under the stress of those tribulations that he
will “fall into.” James began by emphasizing the
sovereignty of God in using their circumstances for
His glory through the presentation of the preaching
of the gospel. Because of that, James seeks to
guide them to a better understanding of their
Christian experience and teach them how to
respond to the divers temptations of life
appropriately.

12
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In May, four board members of DMI traveled
to Ukraine to de- liver humanitarian aid, which
included funds received from many in our
churches. Elders Pat McCoy and Dean Robbins
and Dr. Geoff Connor, along with medical team
coordinator, Diane Simms, made the journey
through Poland and into Ukraine. (I encourage you
to read Dr. Connor’s article in the July issue.)
Shortly after the invasion of Ukraine by the
Russian army, a plea was made to local churches to
help raise funds to meet the tremendous
humanitarian needs for our brothers and sis- ters in
Ukraine. The response was tremendous. Over
$100,000 was raised before the trip in May. Since
then, more donations have been sent for which we,
at DMI, are grateful. A trip is be- ing planned for
later this year. Lord willing, our medical team will
travel to Ukraine to see to the medical needs of
refugees.

During our recent trip, we met with pastors,
both refugees and also those who were ministering
to refugees. In the city of Uman, the church there
was ministering to nearly 400 people per week
with the giving of food bags and clothing needs.
They also were housing around 200 refugees. The
pastor there mentioned that a number of refugees
who had not previously been involved with a
church, had started attending their church
meetings. A number of those refugees had made
commitments to follow Jesus. Speaking about the
opportunities to sharing the gospel, He said to us
“it just can’t be about humanitarian aid.” In the
midst of so much suffering, we experienced the
goodness of the Lord and the great truth of
Romans 8:28 being played out before our eyes.
The Lord does work all things “together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.”

Brother Sasha recently sent a report from a
brother that DMI is supporting in the Eastern part
of the Ukraine where much of the fighting is now
taking place. His name is Vadim. We at DMI have
known this dear brother for many years, going
back to when the ministry was centered in the
Donetsk region. Here is his report”

Sasha, hello.

Good news and distribution of food
packages. There 1s no transport and no shops in
Kalinovo. People are in need. About 100 people
gathered in the center of the village. Local
residents are long-time immigrants from Volyn
(after the World War-2).

In Kurakhovo, in the courtyard of the church,
they made the gospel with the subsequent
distribution of food. There were more than 100
people

People’s needs, both physical and spiritual,
are being met through such faithful servants as
Vadim. Jesus is still seeking and saving the lost
(Luke 19:10). All glory to God!

Please continue to keep Brother Sasha Malov
and those faithful brothers who are ministering to
both the physical and spiritual needs of the people
in this war-torn country. Please continue to pray for
DMI as we continue to try to meet the financial
needs of those we are supporting in Ukraine. Your
continued help is much needed and much
appreciated.

Following is a recent message sent from Bro.
Sasha about prayer needs.

God bless you all!

Elder Dean Robbins, Chairman of DMI

14



Pray For:

 General situation in Ukraine.

« Victory over Russians.

« Protection of Ukrainian army.

« Wisdom for our President and all the leaders.

» Protection of area where we live and when [
travel around Ukraine.

- Emotional state of Tanya and Nastya (my wife
and daughter). They’re emotionally burnt down.

 Our son Nikita — his relationship with God. He is
walking away from Him and is on the dangerous
way.

« Wisdom in my ministry — what to do and what
not to do. Where and how to help. How to serve
those people scattered around Ukraine not only
with the physical needs, but with spiritual as
well.
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Comfort Chapel Church
Waycross, GA

Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in Waycross.

We have had a busy time at Comfort Chapel since our last report. We set aside and ordained
Bro. Bobby Hunt to the office of Deacon June 4. Elders Jason Deal, Rickey Deal, Keith
Tillman and Larry Tillman and Deacon David Hodge formed the presbytery. After the service,
a time of food and fellowship was held. The church is currently undertaking a landscaping
project with the replacement of our hedges and improvements to the building. We hope to
have the project completed in the fall. Elder Larry Tillman of Jesup Church supplied for us
recently while our pastor, Elder Jason Deal, was on vacation. Elder Jason Deal accepted the
pastoral care of the church for another year after our call in April. We are thankful to God for
His many blessings. If you are ever in our area, please come by and worship with us.
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Olney Church
Oak Park, GA

We the members of Olney Church cordially invite you to our Fall Revival Meeting to be held
Friday , August 5th, Saturday, August 6th and Sunday, August 7th. Elder Mike Newman of the
Metter Primitive Baptist Church will be our guest minister. Please join us for supper in the
annex at 6 PM on Friday. Services begin on Friday evening at 7 PM. We will have Saturday
morning services at 11 AM and Saturday evening services at 7 PM. Our final service is
Sunday morning at 11 AM with lunch following in the church annex. Please make plans to
join us for this sweet time of fellowship. We continue to be blessed each Sunday with the
wonderful messages the Lord continues to allow Brother Bill Durrence to preach. We are
thankful for Brother Bill’s and Sister Vanna’s dedication and service to our little flock. We
continue to pray for those in our church that have had some health issues lately including
surgeries. May the Lord bless and keep us all safe as we approach the end of summer and
enter into fall! In Christian Love,

Sister Debbie V. Dees, Reporter
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STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

- We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



