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And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age." Amen. Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV)

Among the opening remarks of Ukrainian Pastor Maxim Mamakin to a
group gathered at the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church recently were the
following words: “Making Disciples, Making Disciples, Making Disciples.”
Before offering some thoughts on Pastor Maxim’s words, I want to share some

background information about him.

Maxim is one of three pastors supported by Discipling Ministries
International (DMI). He is the pastor of a Baptist church in the city of Markariv,
near the city of Kyiv. He also pastors a church in the city of Kyiv. Two days after
Russia invaded Ukraine, in February of 2022, on a Sunday, Max had just finished
preaching the message in the church at Markariv. After his message, they began to
observe the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper. He expressed the view to us that
evening that while there was great uncertainty surrounding the safety of those
near the Kyiv area, this was no excuse for not coming together on the Lord’s Day

for worship.

Not much time had elapsed after the services that day, when the Russian
army attacked nearby. Max and his family barely escaped. He shared with us of
how the approaching Russians soldiers would fire their weapons into cars
traveling down the road. People going about their daily lives suddenly were being
gunned down. Max would eventually escape to a local village. He was able to
escape by the help of a man he did not even know, a man who had gotten his cell
phone number and called him to point out where the Russians were so he could
avoid them. He ended up being taken in by the mayor of a local village. Max was

able to eventually get to his own village. Sadly, he was told later that the Russian



army had come to that village where he was taken in by the mayor, and the

mayor, along with the rest of her family, were summarily executed.

The providence of God is interesting, is it not? Pastor Maxim spoke about
the providence of God in his being able to escape from certain death. A man
unknown to him calling his cell phone, and a mayor of nearby village keeping him
safe. But we may ask, “why in God’s providence did He allow Max to escape
while others driving down the road did not escape that day nor the mayor and her
family escape?” While Pastor Max did not specifically address this question about
him being spared but not others, he did express the absolute sovereignty of God
and that [he] rules over all His creation. Nothing happens in this life without
either the LORD permitting it to happen or causing it to happen. Max’s
testimony that evening was that in everything that happens, God will be glorified.
That means God will even get glory from all the terrible things that result from

this terrible war.

In the span of the last three years, there have been so many deaths and so
much destruction. It should be remembered, however, the war has been going on
since 2014. And since that time, many Ukrainian soldiers and civilians have either
lost their lives or have been severely wounded. So many Ukrainians remain
refugees today, a [great] number having left the country to live in other European
countries. So much damage has been done to the infrastructure in Ukraine.
Powerplants have been targeted. So many people have been without heat during
the bitter, frigid winter season. Hospitals have been targeted, and apartment
houses have been destroyed. We in the States, and particularly all of us involved
in the ministry of DMI are tremendously grieved by the evil being brought upon
the Ukrainian people by the Russian government and the Russian army. We

continue in our prayers for God to have mercy on the people of Ukraine.

Those in attendance were expecting to hear Pastor Max share his heart for
the victims of the war and for his country in general. As you would think, he has
great feelings for his country and he desires the war to end, and for his country to

remain a sovereign, free state. But in his opening remarks, he shared his true



heart’s desire, not for those things just mentioned, but for people to come to faith
and belief in the Lord, Jesus Christ. That was the meaning of his opening words,
“Making Disciples, Making Disciples, Making Disciples.”

Now the irony of those words was not lost on us who heard him speak that
evening. For those words were an intentional adaptation of the famous saying
related to the value of real estate properties. What makes a particular piece of real
estate property so valuable? The answer is this: “It’s location, location, location.”
The irony of Max’s words was that it was land that was being occupied by the
Russian army. It is Ukrainian land. When Max was asked about his thoughts of
Russian occupation of Ukrainian land and if it was important to regain that land,
he simply responded by saying that he was okay about the loss of the land. What
he implied by his view on Russian-occupied land was that making disciples was

more important to him than who occupied the land.

All who listened to Pastor Max that evening knew he loved his country and
wanted the war to end with Ukraine’s sovereignty intact. He knew Russia had
committed this great evil by not only attacking his country, but also perpetrating
acts defined as war crimes. But what was of greater interest to him was the
spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ and the making of disciples. For that, he
said, is what Jesus commanded his disciples in what is known as the Great
Commission in Matthew chapter 28. Jesus said “go ye into all the world and teach
all nations...” (KJV). That word ‘teach’ in the King James translation is the Greek
word, “mathéteud” (pronounced math-ayt-yoo'-o}. It carries the meaning of
becoming a pupil or student for the purpose of instructing. It means to disciple or
to make a disciple. More recent Bible translations, such as the New King James
Version, render the passage from Matthew as: "Go therefore and make disciples of

all the nations."

Jesus commanded his disciples then, and to his disciples now, to “go make
disciples.” Max, along with the other pastors supported by DMI, have given their
lives to do this work before the war came to Ukraine, and 1t continues to be the
same since the war has come to Ukraine. They are willing to give, literally, their

lives for the ministry of the gospel.



The Lord has continually provided His grace to the church in Ukraine to
continue to fulfill His directive. This should not surprise us because He said, “I am
with you to the end of the world.” The Lord has provided for the needs of these
brothers. Thanks to your generosity, DMI has been blessed to be able to support
the financial needs of Pastors Maxim, Sergei Datsko, and Alexander (Sasha)
Malov. The work of the ministry of the gospel continues for these men regardless
of the present difficulties that have arisen because of the war. So, on behalf of the
Board of DMI, thank you for your continued financial support and for your

prayers for this ministry and for the church in Ukraine. Keep praying!

What we at DMI have been reminded of through the example of Pastor
Maxim is that the focus of our ministry is to be on the making of disciples. That is
our name: Discipling Ministries. I share this with you because in the realm of
politics today, this focus can become quite blurred. It can become blurred because
of the strong emotions we, who have travelled there over the years, have about the
decisions being made by political leaders. An example of this was seen recently in
what happened at the White House when the President of Ukraine met with
President Trump. What started out as a good and productive meeting turned out
badly and most unprofitable. In the days following that meeting, President Trump
has decided to temporarily suspend assistance to Ukraine, including Intelligence
reports, military supplies, and humanitarian aid. Because of what has happened
recently (and about the war in general) we are seeing that people in our country
have become divided about the war. Christians have different views on the right
policy to follow. These views are being disseminated through social media, and
unfortunately, it is leading to conflict and much distress. This division, even
among those who have supported the mission of DMI over the past 30 years, we

fear, if not managed properly, can have a detrimental impact upon the future of
DMI.

Satan is always looking to shoot his darts of strife, division and envy for the
purpose of impeding the ministry of the gospel. To remain focused on the mission
of DMI, we must always be on our guard for Satan’s attack by constantly making
sure we are being dressed in the full armor of God (Ephesians 6). And to further



avoid strife and division that would hamper our ministry, we should look to the
example of our Lord, Jesus Christ. When he was on the earth, there was always
this expectation of his disciples that he would become this great political leader.
For their thoughts of the mission of the coming of the Messiah would be the
reestablishing of the Kingdom of Israel as it was in the days of King David.
Numerous times in the Gospels, the disciples would ask Jesus about the
establishing of a literal kingdom. They believed Jesus, as the Messiah, would
gather this great army and defeat the Romans who were reigning over them at
that time. But Jesus would tell them that his Kingdom was not of this world. His
Kingdom was a spiritual kingdom. But they never seemed to understand this!
Even after his resurrection and before his ascension, we find the disciples asking

Jesus when his earthly kingdom would come.

The focus of Jesus’ ministry in his first Advent was always on the ministry
of the gospel and the work that the Father sent him to finish. That work was to
redeem his people by going to the cross, sacrificing himself for the purpose of
making atonement for the sins of his people. Jesus had no time for all the political
things going on in his day. So too must our focus be on the work that He has
called for us to do. That work is the work of making disciples. This was the

message of Pastor Maxim.

Brothers and sisters, let not our focus on such great spiritual matters
become blurred by our response to the political decisions being made. Let us not
get entangled in arguments made by honest and sincere believers who may differ
in their opinions about what is the right policy for our government to pursue. Let
us pursue such matters (and all matters!) by having the mind of Jesus as Paul

wrote in Philippians chapter 2:

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy

fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love,

having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,



but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also

for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also

in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those
under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ( Philippians 2:1-11)

We can maintain the proper focus of ministry when we remember two
things. First, that God is ruling and reigning over all the nations of the earth. It is
He who causes nations to exist with their great power, and it is He who causes
nations to cease to exist with great power. However this war between Russia and
Ukraine ends, God will be glorified. Secondly, the gospel will not be bound by the
decisions that Vladimir Putin makes, nor the decisions that President Zelensky of
Ukraine makes, nor the decisions that President Trump makes. Proverbs 21:1
states, “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He
turns it wherever He wishes.” The LORD says concerning his word, “So shall My
word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall
accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah
55:11).

With those two thoughts, let us join Pastor Maxim in having our focus

always be on “making disciples, making disciples, making disciples!”
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After a series of prayerful discussions among the owners of the Banner over
the past year, a decision has been made to cease the publication of the Banner-

Herald effective at the end of June. The final i1ssue will be the June issue.

Here are some of the reasons for the decision to end the publication of the

Banner- Herald:

The decrease in the number of paid subscriptions - for the past 20 plus years, there
has been a decline in the number of subscriptions. Beginning in 2004, there were
1000 subscriptions. With the January 2025 issue, that number has declined to 490
paid subscribers.

The increase in printing and mailing costs - For the past 5 years, we have not been
able to keep up with printing and mailing costs with income from our paid
subscriptions. For the past year, except for donations given, the Banner-Herald
ran a deficit for the year of around $2,800.

Advancement in Technology - with the rise of online media, many print
publications have ceased to exist. The younger generation has trended toward
getting their news on the internet. The Banner-Herald used to be a source of
information about our churches and Denomination events. This is no longer the
case as this information is now more accessible online such as the email list that

Bro. Elwyn Deal sends out.

Finally, the decline in subscriptions aligns with the decline in the number of people
attending Church. Our denomination has been in decline for well over a half
century. The decline in the number of annual subscriptions mirrors the decline in
the numbers of people attending Primitive Baptist Churches. Were it not for
financial donations received, the Banner would have had a deficit each month for
the past year.
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Progressive Primitive Baptist Foundation Meeting
April 28 - 29, 2025

Hickory Springs Primitive Baptist Church

Tifton, GA

April 28 and 29 are rapidly approaching!

Hickory Springs PB Church, near Tifton, GA, will host our 2025 Annual
Meeting on Tuesday, April 29, starting at 9:30 a.m.

Our Foundation Executive Committee will meet Monday, April 28, for
discussions with various committees and groups in preparation for the

Tuesday meeting.

Brother Darryl Harris, our outstanding Foundation Secretary-Treasurer,
has mailed meeting notices to churches, pastors, clerks and directors.

PLEASE SHARE THIS IMPORTANT INFORMATION WITH OTHERS
AT YOUR CHURCH IN CASE THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE
MAILED DOCUMENTS.

We urge you to please have your representatives attend the annual meeting.
Their involvement in making important decisions, and bringing back valuable

information to your members, are both extremely important.

We look forward to seeing you in April.

In Christian Service,
Elwyn Deal, President — Primitive Baptist Foundation

(General Information on the meeting and hotel information may be found on the web at:
www.progressivepb.org/ppb-foundation-meeting.html)
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Pastors & Licentiates Available For Supply

Elder Brett Bacon
14527 US Hwy 301
Glennville, GA 30427
912-977-3324

bacon brett@hotmail.com

866 E. Turnbridge St.
Springfield, MO 65810
(703)-508-2112

Elder Craig E. Campbell

pastorcampbell@yahoo.com

Elder Michael D. DeVane
P.O. Box 536,
Fitzgerald, GA 31750

(912)-548-5542

Retired. Will do limited supply.

Elder W.H. (Bill) Durrence)
402 Lewis St.
Brooklet, GA 30415
(912)-842-2281
Cell: (912)-682-2180
eldwhd@yahoo.com
Retired, will do limited supply

Elder V. Vernon Eckleberry
133 Hidden Lakes Dr.
Brunswick, GA 31525

Cell: (912) 996-0334
eckleberry@mac.com
Retired, will do supply.

Elder Terry W. Lynn
435 Deer Run Trail
Claxton, GA 30417
(912)-334-0991
tlynn1992@yahoo.com
Retired, will do supply.

Elder Patrick R. McCoy,
14194 Hwy 74
Culloden, GA 31016
(404)-210-9045
pm4dmi@outlook.com

judgemikedevane@gmail.com

Elder Wayne R. Fennel
P.O. Box 932
Swainsboro, GA 30401
Cell: (478) 494-3155
waynefennell46@gmail.com
Available for supply
1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays.

Elder Edward Mclntyre
545 Jeff Davis Park Rd.
Fitzgerald, GA 31750

Cell: (229)-425-0362

Retired, will do limited supply

Elder Ben R. Nessmith
333 Jewel Dr.
Statesboro, GA 30458

Cell: (912)-481-0960

bennessmithjr@gmail.com

Elder Phillip Nichols
5899 College Ave.
Blackshear, GA 31516
(912) 286-3751

edwardmcintyre38@gmail.com
Retired, limited supply

Elder Lee B. Price
6314 Pinetucky Rd.
Wadley, GA 30477

(706)-699-0226
eldlp@yahoo.com
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Elder David Summerford
1106 Sherbourne Way
Ormond Beach FL 32174
(912)-687-6111
davsum32174@gmail.com
Retired. Will do supply.

Licentiate Ken Clouse
6902 Farragut Ave.
Falls Church, VA 22042
(703)-608-3978
clouseken@gmail.com

Licentiate Scott Waters

2403 Wagon Wheel Ct.

Statesboro, GA 30458
(912)-690-3026

Elder Lindy Webb Jr.
196 Myrtlewood Dr.
Guyton, GA 31312
Cell: (912)-667-3650

House: (912)-444-0268

Iw1951jr@yahoo.com

Licentiate Jackie Deal
2001 Miles Rd.
Metter, GA 30439
(470)-585-7912
jackiedeal828@gmail.com

Licentiate Jacob Yawn
104 Clover Hill Drive
Kathleen, GA 31047

(478)-508-2306.
jacobyawn53@gmail.com

Licentiate Kirk Cavanah
559 S. OlId Reidsville Rd.
Twin City, GA 30471
(478)-494-0635
cavabus?1@gmail.com

Licentiate Mark Dengate
209 Blount Road
Hephzibah, GA 30815
(706)-726-4369
markdengate@yahoo.com.
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Let God

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



More and more I am hearing preachers on radio addressing their audience
with statements such as: “God is trying to do this or that” or “Won’t you let God
do this or that.” I saw a tract in a bookstore some time ago entitled, “God’s
Simple Plan of Salvation.” On the back side of that little tract were the words,
“Please let God save you this very moment!” I really don’t understand how
anyone who has given any serious time and attention to the word of God could
make such a statement!

Consider the implications of such a statement. Is God honored and glorified
by such statements? Do such statements exalt and magnify God in the mind of the
hearers or readers? But even more, do such statements have any Biblical support,
either by precept or example? The answer is NO, absolutely not! The whole word
of God is open rebuke to those who make such statements.

To me such statements are belittling and dishonoring to God. Does the
puny, sinful creature give his Almighty Creator, Sustainer, and Benefactor
permission to act? Isaiah 40: 15-23 says: “(15) Behold, the nations are as a drop in
a bucket, And are counted as the small dust on the scales; Look, He lifts up the
isles as a very little thing. (16) And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, Nor its beasts
sufficient for a burnt offering. (17) All nations before Him are as nothing, And they
are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless. (18) To whom then will you
liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him? (19) The workman molds an
image, The goldsmith overspreads it with gold, And the silversmith casts silver
chains. (20) Whoever is too impoverished for such a contribution chooses a tree that
will not rot;, He seeks for himself a skillful workman To prepare a carved image that
will not totter. (21) Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told
you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
(22 ) It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, And spreads them out
like a tent to dwell in. (23) He brings the princes to nothing, He makes the judges of

the earth useless.”

If T were to tell you to let the sun shine, you would probably think I was



insane, but that would be far more reasonable than telling you to let God

Almighty do something! Look at these verses.

The Psalmist says: Psalm. 115:3 “But our God is in heaven; He does whatever
He pleases.” And again, He said in Psalm 135:6 “Whatever the LORD pleases He

does, in heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deep places.”

Daniel 4:35

(35) All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing, He does
according to His will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of
the earth. No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, "What have You

done?

Ephesians 1:11
(11) In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the

counsel of His will,

Isaiah 46:10

(10) Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times
things that are not yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And
I will do all My pleasure,'

The God of the Bible, the only True and Living God is absolutely sovereign,
absolutely independent, and absolutely free. He is GOD! He lives above all need,
above all constraint, and above all restraint. The only FREE BEING in the
universe, He does as He pleases, always as He pleases, and Only as He pleases -
because He 1s God. He never does anything which He does not desire to do and

never desires to do anything which He does not do.

Now, what about those words in the little tract, “Please let God save you
this very moment”? Who is in need, God or man? Who is the dependent one, God
or man? Who is the beggar, God or man? That statement presents the idea that



God Almighty’s saving grace is like water shut up in a pipe and can only drip or

flow if some puny sinner is pleased to turn the faucet.

John says this, John 5:21 - “(21) For as the Father raises the dead and gives
life to them, even so the Son gives life to whom He will.” John 17:2 - “(17) as You
have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many

as You have given Him.”

Do you think of God as a water faucet, which men can turn on or off at
will? The Apostle Paul would cry out against such a God-dishonoring thought.
Read the following verses (Acts 9:1-6)

(1) Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of
the Lord, went to the high priest (2) and asked letters from him to the
synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. (3) As
he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around
him from heaven. (4) Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying
to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" (5) And he said, "Who
are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” (6) So he,
trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then
the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what

you must do."

Galatians 1:11-16 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which
was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man,
nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you
have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many
of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the
traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother's womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I



might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh
and blood,

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

(3) But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,
(4) whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God,

should shine on them. (5) For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ

Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake. (6) For
it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.

God is the sovereign ruler of the Universe

He is the one who saves.

Romans 8:28-30

(28) And we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. (29) For
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
(30) Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom

he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified.

GOD Foreknew — WHO would be saved

GOD Predestinated — to be CONFORMED to the image of His Son
GOD Called - to LIFE and Salvation

GOD lJustified — Changed our POSITION BEFORE HIM

GOD Glorifies — Carries us to our final ETERNAL STATE.

Who did it? God or Man? GOD!
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2 Corinthians 9

y
Elder Craig Campbell

Worship Involves the
Worshipper Totally

Psalm 32 & 143

Our Wills and Our Possess




Proper worship of God is worship that involves the worshipper totally.
When we worship the God of our salvation with our all, we see the greatest
benefit and blessing in our love relationship with our Lord. Worship which
involves the worshipper totally is composed of worshiping our Lord with our
Mind, Heart, Will, Possessions, and Bodies. Today we ponder worshiping God
through our will and with all of our possessions.

Worship through the Will

Our will should be involved in every time of worship. Our will is involved
when we have confidence in all that God has done for us and all that He promises
to do in the future. Our will, as well, 1s the source of confession of sin. Our will is
convicted through the Word and the Spirit and then our wills humbly express that
sorrow for sin. This sorrow for sin and confession of sin, leads us in the path of
repentance. Repentance is a sure sign of our will striving to be one with God’s
will.

Psalm 32:3-5

(3) When I kept silent, my bones grew old Through my groaning all the
day long. (4) For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My
vitality was turned into the drought of summer. (5) I acknowledged my
sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, “I will confess my

transgressions to the Lord,” And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Furthermore, our will is involved in worship when we commit ourselves to
God, His will, His ways, His love, His glory.

Psalm 143:10
(10) Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God, Your Spirit is
good. Lead me in the land of uprightness.

Our wills should be affected for God’s glory every time we worship. We
should always be convicted of sin and convinced of His grace. Convicted of sin
and convinced of His grace always go hand in hand. Both honor God because

they show our wills are correctly sensitive to His will. Both lead us along the



exciting path of falling more deeply in love with the one to whom we are totally

committed.

Worship will all our Possesions

Not just tithes belong to God, everything belongs to God. The giving of
tithes, love gifts, and offerings is a tangible recognition that God does own it all.
Joyful giving is a sure sign of loving God. The book of Exodus teaches to bring
the first fruits. This communicates the need to put God first in our financial life.
The New Testament teaches again and again that we are to be willing and cheerful
givers. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8, “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give
as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.” Our love

relationship with God grows as we cheerfully give to His honor and glory.

Pause and Ponder: Think about the best gift you ever gave someone you
love. Why did you give the gift? How did it make you feel to give this gift of love?
What was the recipient’s response to you for the gift? Compare and contrast how
you feel concerning your giving to God and the gift you gave to your loved one.
Every gift to God should be an emotional and spiritual experience of love.



Follow, Follow, I Will Follow Jesus

Down in the valley with my Savior I would go,

Where the flowers are blooming and the sweet waters flow;
Everywhere He leads me I will follow, follow on,

Walking in His footsteps till the crown is won.

Down in the valley with my Savior I will go,

Where the storms are sweeping and the dark waters flow;
With His hand to lead me I will never, never fear,
Dangers cannot fright me if my Lord is near.

Down in the valley, or upon the mountain steep,
Close beside my Savior would my soul ever keep;
He will lead me safely in the path that He has trod,
Up to where they gather on the hills of God.

Refrain:

Follow, follow; I will follow Jesus
Anywhere, everywhere, I will follow on
Follow, follow; I will follow Jesus
Everywhere He leads me I will follow on.

The inspiration for the song comes from the Bible, where Jesus calls His disciples to
follow Him. In Matthew 4:19, Jesus said to Simon Peter and Andrew, "Follow me, and I
will make you fishers of men." This call to follow Jesus is not just for Peter and Andrew,
but for all believers.

1 T
1S
L




STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of
the Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London

Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that
confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of
God, inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

« We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the
Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are
coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

. We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes
man’s faculties - his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself
from his lost and ruined estate.

« We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling
of the elect, and the final perseverance of the saints.

« We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that Salvation is by His grace alone.

. We Believe that believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of
the church of Jesus Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in
the Bible is immersion. We Believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our
Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We Believe that the
washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed
by the church.

. We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under
the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

« We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be
raised, changed, and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to
dwell in heaven forever, soul and body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be
raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in hell forever.




