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Revival

By:
Elder McKinley Wright



 The spiritual condition of most of our 
churches indicates that there is a definite need for 
revival in them. Some churches have already 
disbanded (two of them were the last two churches 
that the writer served before he retired) and most 
of those that are still meeting have seen decreases 
in membership and personal dedication over the 
last fifty years. It is evident that there is a need for 
revival among us. This is probably true concerning 
the other factions of Primitive Baptists but the 
writer doesn’t know of the conditions among them 
so he is leaving such discussion to them and God. 
Conditions among the Progressives warrant our 
asking God to revive us, so prayer and fasting are 
laudable, but . . . And there is a “but.”

 About seventy-five years ago a church in 
Florida called a young pastor who was burdened 
by the fact that there was so little knowledge of the 
Bible among the members of most of the churches. 
He encouraged those attending the church that he 
was serving to come to church an hour early each 
Sunday to study the Bible.

 Immediately, there was an outcry among the 
other churches against the church for having a 
“Sunday School.” The pastor nor those attending 
the Bible class ever referred to the effort as 
“Sunday School.” It was always called “Bible 
Study” but that didn’t calm the outcry. The writer 
remembers the outcry in the church of which he as 
a member. The pastor, the church and the students 
continued in spite of the opposition. They knew 
that they were learning things about God and about 
Christ that they hadn’t known before. And they 
realized that when we learn more about God we 
can honor Him more. They, as well as the 
opposition, continued. After a while those who 
were rejoicing in their new learning began to feel 
that they needed to become a part of the church 

instead of just sitting in the pew. They began 
joining the church. Word got around in the 
denomination of this. Suddenly those churches that 
had been complaining so loudly about Florida 
church’s Bible class began saying, “If a Bible class 
was so beneficial to the Florida Church, we want 
one.”

 Each Sunday the young pastor would assign a 
passage of Scripture as the lesson for the next 
week. He would then prepare an outline that would 
guide the students as they studied the lesson. The 
students would become familiar with the Scripture 
lesson by studying it during the ensuing week. 
When the other churches began having their own 
classes the young pastor would share the lessons 
that he had prepared with the other pastors. But the 
Bible classes in those churches did not produce the 
church growth that the Florida church had seen. 
The writer believes that the difference is that there 
were different motives involved. Those at the 
Florida church were studying to learn about God. 
The others were studying to build their church. The 
Bible teaches that God is a jealous God. He will 
not share His Glory with another – not even with 
His church. If the brethren are meeting to pray 
and/or fast asking God to draw nigh to them (us) 
and to draw them (us) nigh to Himself, the meeting 
will be beneficial. But if we meet to ask God to 
cause our churches to grow but do not examine 
ourselves and change our ways, the meeting will 
be a waste of time. God will not do for us what He 
has told us to do. Our condition is not God’s fault 
so as we pray we need to concentrate on asking 
Him to show us where we have failed.

 This discourse is not about what we say to 
one another. God looks on the heart so this is about 
our thoughts when no one else but God is near.
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Musical Instruments 
And Hymns (Part 2)

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



The Meaning Of Instruments In Psalms

 Psalm 150 talks about praising God with 
many different kinds of instruments that you may 
or may not find in your own church. 

“(3) Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 
praise him with the psaltery and harp. (4) Praise 
him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with 
stringed instruments and organs. (5) Praise him 
upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high 
sounding cymbals. (6) Let every thing that hath 
breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD” 
(Psalm 150:3-6).

OFFER PRAISE TO THE DIVINE KING

 In verses 3–5 the psalmist declares that the 
praise of God as the great King begins in the 
context of celebratory worship. Even though the 
instruments listed in these verses were used in 
temple worship, their purpose has likely been 
expanded in Psalm 150. Let me suggest that the 
language and imagery used in these verses allude 
to “everything the biblical tradition knows about 
celebrating the appearance and majesty of a king, 
or a god--king.” Thus verses 3–5 do not comprise 
simply a call to make music before God; instead, 
they suggest that celebratory music and dancing 
are demonstrable evidences of the people’s 
confession concerning the kingship of Yahweh.

Music In The New Testament Church

 I want to give some of my thoughts on music 
in the church today. I am very much a believer in 
using musical instruments as aids to worship. At 
APBC we have a praise band that plays on 
Saturday of our meetings: usually a piano, 4 
guitars and a tin whistle. If someone is there who 
plays a flute, French horn, or trumpet, we add them 
as well. Even in the perfect worship of heaven, 

they use harps to aid their praise to God 
(Revelation 14:2-3). And, "the anointed cherub that 
covereth" (Ezekiel 28:13-14) was created with the 
music-making aids of tabrets and pipes in him 
(v.13) to be used for the praise of God.

 Unfortunately, when Satan (the anointed 
cherub) fell, he brought his musical ability with 
him. Since that time, music has been a powerful 
force in man, whether used by God or by the devil. 
This forces us to use all of our spiritual 
discernment and God-given judgment to determine 
what is and what is not proper worship music.

 Instead of listing instruments (the NT 
passages on the church never mention any musical 
instruments), God gives His churches a statement 
of purpose for music in this dispensation. It is 
found in Ephesians 5:19 and again Colossians 3:16 
as follows: 

"Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord" (Ephesians 5:19).

 "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord" (Colossians 
3:16).

Three Kinds Of Church Music

 In these verses, God establishes three kinds 
of music proper for New Testament worship.

Psalms Are God's Words (Usually From The 
Psalms But Not Always) Put To Music.

Hymns Are Formal Expressions Of Praise Or 
Declarations Of God's Truth.

5



Spiritual Songs Are Songs That Deal With The 
Spiritual Life And Are The Most Personal Of The 
Songs.

 English hymnody has emphasized these 
forms one at a time instead of balancing the three 
as God planned. The English reformers of the 16th 
and 17th centuries followed the lead of John 
Calvin and allowed only Psalms to be sung in the 
churches. The 18th century saw the introduction of 
hymns into the churches through the powerful 
poetry of Isaac Watts, John Newton and John and 
Charles Wesley. In the last half of the 19th century, 
spiritual songs were made popular by people like 
Ira Sankey, Philip Bliss and Fanny Crosby. 
However, by this time, the singing of psalms had 
become a thing of the past. The 20th century 
witnessed the ascendancy and adulteration of the 
spiritual song and the decline of the hymn. Today, 
hymns are quickly becoming a relic of history. 
There needs to be a movement to bring godly, 
scriptural balance back to our music.

The Purposes Of Church Music

 These two verses (Ephesians 5:19; 
Colossians 3:16) also give the purposes of 
Christian music.

 First, our songs should teach us since we are 
to be “teaching…one another” with them. In order 
to do this, they should be doctrinally sound and 
should teach the basics of biblical doctrine. We use 
songs to teach the alphabet to our children, and 
God used the song of Moses to teach Israel of their 
relationship with God (Deuteronomy 31:19-21). 
We should use music to teach as well. As such, 
they should be speakable; that is, of sufficient 
quality that they can be spoken (Ephesians 5:19). 
They should be good poetry with good content so 

that the words without the music still have a great 
message.

 Second, our songs should "admonish" us. 
This means they should warn of sin or danger and 
urge to proper action in our Christian lives. I see 
extraordinarily little of this in our music today. As 
a rule, modern church music neither teaches nor 
admonishes--a direct affront to the command of 
God in Colossians 3:16.

 Third, our songs should praise and exalt God. 
We sing them to the Lord and they are an integral 
part of our worship of Him. With them, we make 
melody to the Lord and sing to Him.

 Fourth, our songs should speak to our hearts. 
We sing them with grace. That is, they help us. We 
make melodies with them. They stick with us 
because they are a pleasure to sing. We sing them 
as we go about our business of the day. Modern 
music has emphasized (and perverted) praise and 
popularity while ignoring the teaching and 
admonishing ministries of proper church music.

Instruments In Church Music

 With this as a backdrop, I want to make some 
comments about instruments in church music. 
Musical instruments are superfluous compared to 
proper New Testament church music. By that, I 
mean that church music can be just as pleasing to 
God without any musical instruments (other than 
the human voice) as it can be with a 
hundred-instrument orchestra. There is no inherent 
spiritual value in any musical instrument-- 
including the piano. Neither are musical 
instruments prohibited (as the Old Line P B’s, 
Church of Christ and Mennonites teach). And, 
since they were used in the Old Testament, there is 
obviously nothing inherently evil in them.
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 However, the New Testament commands us 
to sing, not play. By the way, it also commands us 
to sing, not listen to others sing. The only required 
part is the singing (well, for some people God does 
allow "speaking" (Ephesians 5:19). God designed 
New Testament singing for all believers. It is not to 
be relegated to a few professionals. Therefore, 
musical instruments should be used only inasmuch 
as they enhance the biblical purposes of music in 
the church.

 The New Testament emphasizes the singing 
of the believer, not the performance of an artist. We 
must get back to an emphasis on congregational 
music if we are to be biblical. Special music may 
have a place as a change of pace, bur God wants to 
hear ALL His children sing praises to Him. Use 
instruments, but make sure that the message of the 
song and the singing of it by the congregation is 
king.

 The use of music in the church is very dear to 
my heart. This is one area in which I wish I had 
enough influence to start a movement--a 
movement back to the biblical pattern of church 
music. Perhaps God will send a man.
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The Groaning
Of Creation

By:
Elder Dean Robbins



For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.

Romans 8:22

 My wife Teresa and I were at Wekiwa State 
Park near Orlando Florida recently, sitting under a 
picnic shelter enjoying the beauty and serenity of 
God’s creation. There is a natural spring-fed lake 
there where adults and children were swimming. 
We took a stroll along a boardwalk through the 
trees with sounds only from the birds, other 
creatures, and occasionally an adult walking 
towards us. Here, we heard no sounds of creation 
groaning, only creating singing. It was like being 
in a dream.

 Then, as we were sitting under shelter, I had 
enough bars on my phone to look on Facebook and 
see words written by my Ukrainian brother in 
Christ, Andrei Malov. For those of you who are 
familiar with Alexander [Sasha] Malov, this is his 
brother and fellow laborer in the Ukrainian 
ministry that our organization [Discipling 
Ministries International] helps support. That 
ministry is Light of Resurrection (LOR). I’ve 
included his post below.

 But as we were enjoying the serenity of 
nature here in Florida, he, along with fellow 
brothers and sisters are now enduring the 
clamoring of gunfire and bombs. Here, my wife 
and I were hearing nature singing its beautiful 
notes of praise to God. There in the Ukraine, 
Andrei was hearing the groanings of creation 
desiring to be renewed because of the sounds of 
war. His hearing of nature’s sounds of groans is 
more representative of the corruption that sin has 
brought into God’s perfect creation. I was 
reminded of my hearing of creation’s singing was 
the exception. It is but a foretaste of what will 

come when there is the burning of this current 
world and the bringing in of the world to come.

 In Romans chapter 8, the apostle Paul is 
anticipating this coming day of restoration when, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he writes:

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest 
expectation of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature 
was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by 
reason of him who hath subjected the same in 
hope, Because the creature itself also shall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now. And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body” (Romans 8:18-23).

 The suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is why creation groans with anticipation and 
not with resignation. We too should look with 
anticipation that what Teresa and I enjoyed at 
Wekiwa State Park will one day be the norm and 
not the exception. Even so, Lord Jesus Come!

 Please keep our Ukrainian brothers and 
sisters in prayer. Pray that soon this war will end 
with Ukrainian victory. Even though with such 
victory, the “howling” as Brother Andrei speaks, 
will continue.

 If you would like more information about our 
ministry at DMI, please check out our website at 
www.disciplingministries.org.

Here are Brother Andrei’s thoughts:
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 What to write? What for? Everyone knows 
everything anyway. And there is no feeling of 
something unusual anymore. Well, Zaporozhye 
[City in Southeastern Ukraine] once again. Well, 
Zhytomyr [Bro. Andrei’s home] is not for the first 
time either. Yes, Odessa was already under attack. 
And all this is against the background of Bakhmut, 
CHA, Avdeevka, Konstakha's regulars. Used to it. 
Even my appetite is not gone. I ate borscht with 
pies with pleasure.

 Only inside, some kind of shot has shrunk 
[me] even more. She's been there with me for a 
long time. Like the one I secure a load in the car. I 
pulled the handle, the snatcher clicked, the belt 
tightened. Here it is inside. Heart, soul - I don't 
know what it compresses there. But the squeeze is 
a lot. Another click was taken today.

 Postponed grief, so the other day a smart man 
dissected our state. Everything will come out but 
later. As another man I respect said: "After the 
Victory, we'll all have a lot to cry." By the way, I 
respected the guy especially for these words.

 I know for myself. I will come to Bakhmut, 
Seversk, Serebryanka with Dronovka after the 
Victory somehow alone. And I will howl like a 
wounded wolf. For a long time. Bittersweet. 
Without a body. I need this so badly.

 Now the question is disturbing. Lord, this is 
about You: "It is not natural for Your pure eyes to 
look at all [the] atrocities."

 Why are you still watching? Or something 
else works here, also Yours: "The trial of bad deeds 
is not coming soon; from this the heart of the sons 
of men is not afraid to do evil"? Under Your sky all 
this is happening. Under a beautiful spring sky. 
Under the sound of the birds of God.

 Or, dear Lord, the countdown has begun? As 
the saying goes, "Take care, dear comrade?" " We 
are waiting. God give me the patience.
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He Is Risen

By:
Elder W. Craig DeLoach



 One can only imagine the excitement and joy 
experienced by Mary as she delivered the angel’s 
message to the eleven. Early in the morning on the 
third day, she and the other Mary came to the 
sepulchre (see Matthew 28:1). As they approached 
the tomb, they were greeted by an angelic figure 
sitting upon the huge stone that had previously 
covered the tomb. He declared to the women, “. . . 
Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which 
was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he 
said . . .” (Matthew 28:5-6, emphasis added). The 
heavenly visitor instructed the women to “go 
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from 
the dead” (Matthew 28:7, emphasis added).

 No one truly expected this miraculous 
moment would occur. It is said in Mark’s gospel 
that the women had come to anoint the body of 
Jesus with spices, a practice customary in Israel. 
The women, as they journeyed, were concerned 
and wondering who would roll away the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre for it was heavy, but 
as they arrived, the stone had been rolled away. 
When the women peered into the sepulchre, they 
were astonished to see a figure dressed in a long 
white garment sitting at the right side of the 
sepulchre. His appearance caused great fear to 
come upon them. Recognizing this, the angel of the 
Lord said, “Be not affrighted: ye seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen. . .” 
(Mark 16:6, emphasis added).

 Matthew 28:6 includes a very important 
statement made by the angel. In verse 6, as noted 
above, the angel adds the little phrase, “as he said.” 
This directs our attention to a very important 
aspect of our Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection. 
Time and again, Jesus informed His followers that 
He was going to be crucified, buried, and then rise 
from the grave. Matthew 16:21 is one such 

example: “From that time forth began Jesus to 
shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day.” Again, in John we read 
this statement: “Jesus answered and said unto them 
[the Jews], destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six 
years was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days? But he spake of the temple 
of his body. When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this unto them . . .” (John 2:19- 22, brackets 
added).

 Christ’s resurrection is an immeasurably 
important aspect of His advent. John MacArthur in 
his The Gospel According to Jesus addresses not 
only the necessity of Christ’s advent, but also 
Jesus’ total control over every aspect of His life, 
crucifixion, death, and burial. MacArthur states on 
page 237, under the section headed Tetelestai! The 
Triumph is Complete, that “Jesus did not fall 
victim to anyone or anything. He had come for the 
specific purpose of dying to atone for sin (Luke 
19:10; John 1:29).” MacArthur states beautifully 
on page 230 that “Throughout the crucifixion, 
Jesus Christ was on a divine timetable. God was 
sovereignly directing every incident.” Then, on 
page 240, MacArthur points out that “Having 
finished His work, our Lord ‘bowed His head, and 
gave up His spirit’ (John 19:30). . . He bowed His 
head. The Greek word evokes the picture of gently 
placing one’s head on a pillow. . . He simply and 
quietly yielded up His spirit, commending Himself 
into the Father’s hands” (The Gospel of Jesus Luke 
23:46).

 I understand that it was not Doctor 
MacArthur’s purpose to speak to the resurrection 
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of Christ. However, it would have been my 
preference that he would have done so. The 
atonement had been fully accomplished for the 
chosen family of God. However, the total victory 
was not achieved until the Lord had risen from the 
grave. Christ Himself had declared in John 10:18 
that “No man taketh it [my life] from me, but I lay 
it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of my Father” (Brackets added).

 If we are to appreciate the significance of the 
resurrection, we must turn to the Apostle Paul. 
Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthian church is an 
extensive exposition of the necessity of Christ’s 
resurrection. There the apostle makes several 
important statements. First, Paul states “And if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching in vain, 
and your faith is also vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). 
The apostle goes further in verse 17 saying, “And 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet 
in your sins.”

 Without question, what the atoning work of 
Christ achieved on behalf of the family of God is 
immeasurable and an essential part of the gospel of 
God; however, according to the Apostle Paul, His 
perfect life, death, and burial would have 
accomplished nothing had He not risen from the 
grave. The apostle expresses the importance of the 
resurrection immediately as he begins chapter 15 
of First Corinthians. There he states that the gospel 
is “that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:3-4).

 Scripture says that Christ is the firstborn 
among many brethren (See Romans 8:29). Therein 
lies the hope of the believing chosen family of 
God. The fulfillment of this statement is found in 

two amazing eschatological passages given by the 
Apostle Paul. The first passage is found in 1 
Corinthians 15 followed by 1 Thessalonians 4:13ff. 
First Corinthians states “Behold, I shew you a 
mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52). In First 
Thessalonians 4:13, the apostle makes the 
following statement: “But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope.” This is the great news of Christ’s 
resurrection for the members of the covenant of 
grace. We have hope beyond this life.

 As we approach this the most important day 
on our Christian calendar, let us rejoice, just as 
Mary and the others, over the empty tomb. We 
have hope beyond the dismal environs of a fallen 
and sinful world. May God be praised!!
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GENERAL NEWS



Primitive Baptist Foundation Annual Meeting 
April 24-25, 2023 

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia 

Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

Mark your calendar now! After three years of cancellations due to COVID, we are now on GO for this year!

Monday, April 24

Foundation Executive Committee business meetings, including receiving reports from sponsored and affiliated 
organizations. The evening program will be a message from God’s Word.

Tuesday, April 25

This will be the Directors’ meeting

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR FOUNDATION MEETING AND ALL WHO WILL BE INVOLVED IN YOUR 
PRAYERS!

Elwyn Deal,

President Primitive Baptist Foundation
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Camp Sonlight

June 19-June 24, 2023

Theme: “ “We Are A Piece Of God’s Plan” Jeremiah 29:11

Registration by May 1, 2023

Contact: 
Sharon Pierce 

1499 Wildwood Lane, 
Lutz, FL 33558 

Phone: (813) 310-3321 
Email: sp7028@aol.com
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Southern States Bible Conference

Theme: Staying On Course In A Conflicting Culture: What Does The Bible Say---?

Preparations are underway for the 2023 Conference, again to be held at beautiful Epworth By The Sea. It’s a perfect 
setting to pause and refresh, communing with the Lord and His people. It will be great!

Your host churches, Northside and Atlanta, are busily working to maximize your enjoyment for the week. The Program 
Committee, chaired by Elder Randy Waters, are working on the Conference topics and presenters.

Under the above theme some of the tentative sermon topics they are looking at are: About Living In A Hostile World * 
About Marriage And The Family * About Sexual Morality * About Racism * About Gender And Roles * About 

Materialism * About The Sanctity Of Life * About The Continuation Of The Earth And Universe * About Pandemics 
*Natural Disasters

These topics could not be more timely. We will also have an interactive session of some fashion. And, as requested by 
many of you, we will build a little more “free time” into the schedule.

A word about costs: It’s no secret that the price of just about everything has risen sharply over the past year. So the 
Conference fees this year will be LOWER! Yes, the rates are 2-5% lower depending on building preference. Epworth has 

given us their best “Honorary Methodist” rates!

Registration forms are available on-line at www.progressivepb.org/2023-southern-states-bibleconference.html.

Please send the form to Treasurer Kasey Hagan, the sooner the better so plans can be finalized. I look forward to 
welcoming you to Epworth this July!

Darryl Harris, Chairman
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MUSIC WORKSHOP 2023 

Camp Hillview

July 18 – 21, 2023

Theme: I Will Not Be Silent, I Will Praise Psalms 30:12, Psalms 69:30

Make plans now to join us for the 61st annual Primitive Baptist Music Workshop! Our worship services, study, choral 
presentations and other activities will center around the words of the psalmist who proclaims what those who love the 
Lord will not do and what we will do. We look forward to a wonderful week of fellowship as we strive to enhance our 

knowledge of music and worship. Elder Pat McCoy will be our speaker each day in our time of worship.

Register Now!

Full-time Workshopper/Joyshopper $130.00

Second Family Member $120.00

Third Family Member $110.00

Part Time Workshopper/Joyshopper $45.00/Day

Nursery $100.00 or $35.00/Day

Online registration and a pdf registration form that can be downloaded and printed can be found at 
www.pbmusicworkshop.com/registration.html
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CHURCH NEWS



Comfort Chapel Church
Waycross, GA

 Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in Waycross. We have had a busy time at Comfort Chapel since our last 
report. We give praise to the Lord for sending us some increase in recent months. We have received two new members. 
Sister Susie Deal came by transfer of letter and Bro. Delman Ryan came by profession of faith and baptism.

 We hosted the quarterly union meeting Sunday, January 29. Elder Keith Tillman was blessed to preach and 
afterwards a time of food and fellowship was enjoyed by all those in attendance.

 The Lord also blessed our annual meeting and homecoming in November. Elder Buck Grantham of the 
Middleground Church near Statesboro was our guest minister. We completed our landscaping project with the 
replacement of our hedges and improvements to the building in the fall.

 We are thankful to God for His many blessings. If you are ever in our area, please come by and worship with us. 

Elder Jason Deal, Pastor
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Olney Church
Oak Park, GA

 We at Olney Church cordially invite you to attend our Spring Revival Meeting. It will be held on Tuesday, April 
11th , Wednesday, April 12th and Thursday, April 13th. Elder Dean Robbins of the Lanes Church of Stilson will be our 
guest minister. We will serve supper in the annex at 6 PM on Tuesday. The worship services begin each evening at 7 PM. 
We hope you can make plans to join us for this time of fellowship. We were blessed to have the deacon ordination for 
Brother Jim Beecher at Olney on Friday night, December 9, 2022. It was a wonderful service to be a part of. We 
appreciate Brother Jim as he is always ready to lend a helping hand in any way he can. May we continue to remember 
those churches that have sick ones or have suffered the loss of a loved one. We pray for each and everyone to stay well 
during this spring season. We ask the Lord to be with those nations and people that are continuing to experience war at 
this time. Lord please keep the innocent out of harms way and give the leaders the courage to resolve their issues through 
peace. God bless them!

Sister Debbie V. Dees, Reporter
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Obituaries

ALSOBROOK, J. Zereta Sirmans – 
March 10, 1930 to February 8, 2023.

Tifton Primitive Baptist Church, Tifton, Georgia.

SMITH, William Robert Sr. (Bobby) –
August 28, 1928 to March 12, 2023.

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.
(Brother Bobby Smith was a Deacon at the Statesboro Church)



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the 
Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


