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The Hard Teachings
Of Luke 14

By:
Elder W. Craig DeLoach



INTRODUCTION

Jesus was invited to the house of a Pharisee,
a man who Scripture acknowledges was a ruler. It
is possible that he was a ruler of a synagogue or
was of some merit on the Sanhedrin. The invitation
was to a meal; that is, to a feast at this Pharisee’s
house. It should be noted that Luke 14:1 says,
“That they watched him.” This was the usual habit
of the Pharisees when it came to Jesus. They were
always hoping to catch Him in a compromised
position so they might destroy His ministry.
Frederick Farrar in his work entitled Life of Christ
makes the following assessment of this event:

On a certain Sabbath, which was the
principle day for Jewish entertainment, Jesus was
invited to the house of one who, as he is called a
ruler of the Pharisees, must have been a man in
high position, and perhaps even a member of the
Sanhedrin. The invitation was one of those to
which He was so often subjected, not respectful or
generous, but due either to idle curiosity or
downright malice. Throughout the meal He was
carefully watched by hostile scrutiny. The
Pharisees, as has been well said, “performed the
duty of religious espionage with exemplary
diligence.” Among the unbidden guests who,
Oriental fashion, stood about the room and looked
on, as they do to this day during the continuance of
a meal, was a man afflicted with the dropsy. The
prominent position in which he stood, combined
with the keen watchfulness of the Pharisees, seems
to show that he had been placed there designedly
(Vol. 2, 119).

Christ always knew the thoughts and
purposes of His adversaries, and so now, He would
teach them several lessons beginning with their
Sabbath Day practices.

IS HEALING ON THE SABBATH
PERMISSIBLE?

The question is directed right to the heart of
the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. Jesus asks, . . . Is it
lawful to heal on the sabbath day?” (Luke 14:3).
The response of the Pharisees was revealing. They
had no response. They “held their peace” (Luke
14:4). Once again, Christ had turned the tables, as
it were, on the Pharisees. They could not answer
because they knew the law did permit works of
mercy on the Sabbath without violating it.
Immediately, following their silence, Jesus healed
the man afflicted with the dropsy and made him
whole. Then, Christ answered His own question
with a question, saying, . . . Which of you shall
have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit and will not
straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?”
(Luke 14:5). The New International Version has
verse 5 this way: “If one of you has a child or an
ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will
you not immediately pull it out?”” Once again, the
Pharisees were put to silence. The reason for their
silence was that they would not consider
themselves guilty of violating the Sabbath because
the law sanctioned the preservation of life on the
Sabbath. Therefore, it is not a violation of the law
to heal on the Sabbath Day.

HUMILITY AND NOT PRIDE

This was a perfect opportunity for Christ to
address the pridefulness of the Pharisees. Dwight
Pentecost in addressing the lesson on humility in
Luke 14:7-11 remarks: “The well-known Pharisaic
practice of promoting oneself was evident at the
feast, and Christ watched the guests vie for
positions of honor at the table” (The Words &
Works of Jesus Christ 329-330). Invitees to such a
feast knew that the closer to the host the individual
sat the more honored that guest was. Observing



this, Christ would teach the lesson of humility by
means of a parable appropriate to the situation:

“And he put forth a parable to those which
were bidden, when he marked how they chose out
the chief rooms; saying unto them, When thou art
bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in
the highest room; lest a more honourable man than
thou be bidden of him; And he that bade thee and
him come and say to thee, Give this man place;
and thou begin with shame to take the lowest
room. But when thou art bidden, go and sit down
in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee
cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up
higher: then shalt thou have worship in the
presence of them that sit at meat with thee. For
whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke
14:7-11).

The text does not indicate whether the
parable hit Christ’s intended mark. The Pharisees
did not view themselves as prideful. They viewed
themselves as righteous and deserving of high
honor. The message of Christ was clear, “The one
who honors himself will not be honored, but the
one whom the host honors is truly honored”
(Words & Works 330). The Word of God has from
ancient times condemned the concept of pride. The
book of Proverbs has much to say about pride. One
of the most applicable here is Proverbs 29:23,
where it reads, “A man’s pride shall bring him low:
but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.” In
His great Sermon on the Mount, Christ gave His
assessment of what it meant to be blessed. In
Matthew 5:5, He said, “How blessed are those who
are humble, because it is they who will inherit the
earth” (ISV). The Pharisees were constantly
condemned by Christ for their pridefulness. In
Matthew 23, He does not teach through the use

parables. In Matthew 23, He condemns the
Pharisaical conduct outright stating in part, “all
their works they do for to be seen of men: they
make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the
borders of their garments. And love the uppermost
rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the
synagogues. And greetings in the markets, and to
be called of men, Rabbi, Rabb1” (Matthew 23:5-7).
This is precisely the attitude and conduct Jesus
witnessed at this Sabbath feast. In Matthew 6,
speaking of the Pharisiacal desire to be seen of
men, Christ says, “They have received their
reward.”

TRUE HOSPITALITY

Christ also noticed at this feast that the
Pharisee had invited guests who were friends,
brethren, kinsmen, and rich neighbors. I suppose
this section might be titled “Respect of Persons.”
However, the Lord’s teaching here definitely has to
do with true hospitality. Notice what Christ says to
the host, “. . . When thou makest a dinner or a
supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren,
neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest
they also bid thee again, and a recompence be
made thee. But when thou makest a feast, call the
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: And thou
shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee:
for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of

the just” (Luke 14:12-14).

Jesus knew why the Pharisee had invited
those mentioned. He invited those who were close
to him, and he did so with an expectation that they
would recompense him with a banquet at their
homes. Pentecost says, “He was using this banquet,
then, as a means of ingratiating himself to others
who could heap benefits on him in return for his
hospitality” (Words & Works 330). Christ says
they have received their reward, but if you invite



those who cannot repay you, God will reward you.
The kind of hospitality that God rewards is when a
host manifests righteousness; that is, giving an
invitation to those who cannot repay him. From the
Lord’s discourse, we can see that hospitality made
for personal benefit is not an indication of true
righteousness.

TRUE DISCIPLESHIP

Great multitudes were following Jesus (cf.
Luke 14:25), and at one point, He turned and said
to them, “If any man come to me, and hate not his
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). Following
Christ is not easy, and He is setting forth in verses
25-35, the requirements to being a true disciple.
The Lord’s statement in verse 25, must have
startled those who were following Him. In their
minds, they must have asked themselves hard
questions such as “How can I hate my family?”
and “How can I hate my own life?”” Certainly,
Jesus did not mean that a disciple must hate his
dearest treasures. Doctor Dwight Pentecost offers
an interesting answer to this most difficult
statement. He writes as follows: “We must
understand our Lord’s use of ‘hate’ in terms of
Jewish idiom. While the words ‘love’ and ‘hate’
may express emotion, these terms also express the
will. . . . When God said He loved Jacob, He was
not expressing His emotion but rather His will;
God meant He had chosen Jacob. . . . To love, then,
1s to choose or submit to. To hate [as in the case of
Esau] is to refuse to submit to the authority of
another” (Words & Works 332, Brackets added).
The point is if one would be Christ’s disciple, he
must choose to be solely under the authority of
Christ. There can be no authority over and above
Christ’s authority, even over the individual’s life.

Therefore, Christ can say in John 14:15, “If ye love
me, keep my commandments.”

Luke 14:27-33 also presents what Christ
requires of His followers if they are to be true
disciples. He is quite clear. True discipleship
requires sacrifice and cost. He presents these
requirements by speaking of bearing a cross and
coming after Him (cf. Luke 14:27). He is talking
about the persecutions and reproaches and
afflictions and even death that might be a
consequence of true discipleship. That is not all.
Jesus takes true discipleship further when he
speaks of the need to count the cost (cf. Luke
14:28-33). In making His point, he utilizes the
example of a man sitting down and determining
how much it will cost him to build a tower to make
sure he will be able to finish it. Christ also uses the
example of a king preparing to go to war sitting
down to assess whether he can be victorious or
whether he should pursue peace. Jesus’ point is
simple, if they did not consider the cost
beforehand, when persecutions come, they would
fall away.

CONCLUSION

The Lord covered several important subjects
in Luke 14. First, He addressed Pharisaical
distortion of the purpose of the Sabbath; He
addressed the need for humility rather than pride at
the Pharisee’s feast; He addressed true hospitality;
and He addressed true discipleship. Our Lord
summarized His teachings in Luke 14 with the
most daunting of statements. He said, “So likewise,
whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that
he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33).



Gloriftying God In
The Fire

By:
George Whitefield



Jesus said, “in the world you will have
tribulation” (John 16:33). That word “tribulation”
comes from the Greek word that literally means “to
press or to squeeze.”’ Figuratively, the word means
to oppress or to cause anguish. According to
Trench, in his Synonyms of the New Testament, he
illustrates this word “tribulation” by recalling the
time when, in ancient Britain, they would punish
people by putting weights on their chest. Weights
would be added until the pressure put upon the
chest would cause death by suffocation.
Tribulation, with its twin “suffering, ” is part of the
human condition. It is the result of living in a

sin-cursed world. Jesus said it is part of being a
disciple of His.

We are seeing great tribulation and or
suffering taking place in Ukraine. It is difficult to
comprehend why God permits such suffering. But
God has a purpose for it. We may not understand
God's purposes, but we should believe that He is
working all things for the good of His kingdom
here on the earth. We should believe this because
the word of God tells us so. “And we know that all
things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose” (Romans 8:28).

The following article, written by George
Whitefield, provides insight on this subject of
suffering. It is taken from the Free Grace
Broadcaster, Volume 158. The title of the issue is
“Suffering.” The Free Grace Broadcaster is
published by Chapel Library in Pensacola,
Florida. May it be helpful to you. WDRjr.

Fire my brethren, not only burns and purges
but you know it separates one thing from another
and 1s made use of in chemistry and mechanical

business. What could we do without fire? It tries
metal to purge it: God Almighty knows, we are
often purged more in one hour by a good sound
trial, than by a thousand manifestations of his love.
It 1s a fine thing to come purified, to come
pardoned out of the furnace of affliction; it is
intended to purge us to separate the precious from
the vile, the chaff from the wheat: and God, in
order to do this, is pleased to put us into one fire
after another, which makes me love to see a good
man under afflictions, because it teaches something
of the work of God in the heart. I remember some
years ago, when I first preached in the north of
England, at Shields near Newcastle, I went into a
glass house, and standing very attentive, I saw
several masses of burning glass of various forms:
the workmen took one piece of glass and put it into
one furnace, then he put it into a second, and then
into a third: when I asked him, why do you put this
into so many fires? he answered, O, sir, the first
was not hot enough, nor the second, and therefore
we put it into the third, and that will make it
transparent. Taking leave of him in a proper
manner, it occurred to me, this would make a good
sermon: O, thought I, does this man put this glass
into one furnace after another, that we may see
through it; O may God put me into one furnace
after another, that my soul may be transparent; that
[ may see God as he is.

My brethren, we need to be purged; how apt
are we to want to go to heaven upon a featherbed;
many go lying upon beds of pain and languishing,
which is the King's highway thither. You know
there are some ways in London called the King's
road, and they are finely graveled, but the King's
road to heaven is strowed with crosses and
afflictions. We are all apt to think well of being
Christians; it is very pretty talking of being
Christians, till we are put into one furnace after



another; think it not strange, saith the apostle,
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you. What
must [ do? why, since [ must be in the fire, [ must
thank my corruptions for it; God will not put you
or me into the fire if there was not something to be
purged away; the grand thing is to learn to glorify
God 1in the fire. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in
the fires.

When do we glorify him? when we endeavor
to get such grace from the Lord, that we may not
dishonor him when we are under the cross, and
therefore we glorify God in the fire when we
quietly endure it as a chastisement.

We glorify God in the fire when we bear it
patiently. It is a dreadful thing when we are saying
with Cain, “my punishment is greater than I can
bear;" but the language of a soul that glorifies God
in the fire is this, “shall I, Lord, shall I a sinful
man, complain for the punishment of my sins?” It
is a glorious thing when we can say with a good
man, one of whose particular friends told me more
than once, that when he was racked with pain, and
groaning all night with trouble, he would often say,
Lord, I groan; Lord, I groan; Lord I groan; but
Lord Jesus, I appeal to thee, thou knowest I do not
grumble. Then we glorify God in the fire, when,
though we feel pain and anguish, we at the same
time say, Lord, we deserve this and ten thousands
times more.

We glorify God in the fire also, when we are
really and fully persuaded, God will not put us in
the fire but for our good, and his own glory.

We glorify God in the fire when we say, Lord
don't let the fire go out till it has purged away all
my dross. Then we glorify God when we wish for
the good of the fire, and not to have it
extinguished; when the soul can say, Here I am, my

God, do with me as seemeth good in thy sight: I
know I shall not have one stroke but thou wilt give
me a plaister and let me know wherefore thou
contendest with me.

We glorify God in the fire when we are
content to say, I know not what God does with me
now, but I shall know hereafter. Do you tell your
children that are five years old the reason of things,
no; and do you think God will tell us? What shall
this man do? saith the disciples, what is that to
thee? saith Christ, follow thou me.

You glorify God in the fire, when you are
content to walk by faith and not by sight. You
glorify God in the fire when you are not
grumbling, but humbly submitting to his will; a
humble spirit walks not in sulkiness and
stubbornness: there are some spirits too stout, they
will not speak. When that awful message was
brought to Eli, what does he say? It is the Lord, let
him do what seemeth him good; let my children be
killed, whatever be done it is the Lord's doing;
only, Lord, save my soul at last.

We glorify God in the fire, when in the midst
of the fire we can sing God's high praises. Thus the
children of Israel glorified the Lord; the song of
the three children in the fiery furnace is a sweet
song! as are all that are made in the fire. O all the
works of the Lord, praise and magnify him
forever! Then we glorify God in the fire when we
rejoice in him, when we not only think but know it
best, and can thank God for striking us; can thank
God for whipping us; can bless God for not letting
us alone; thank God for not saying, let him alone:
this 1is to glorify God in the fire. Not only so, saith
the apostle, but we glory in tribulation, knowing
that tribulation worketh patience.



In a word, we glorify the Lord in the fire
when we have in exercise, patience, meekness,
humility; learning more to distrust ourselves,
having a deeper knowledge of our own weakness,
and of God's omnipotence and grace.

Happy when we can look back and say, thus
have I been enabled to glorify God in the fire.
Happy you that have got into Christ's fire! happy
you that have found his fires in your souls! I
believe many souls have: O Lord Jesus Christ help
you to glorify him in whatever fires he shall be
pleased to send you, and into what furnaces he
shall be pleased to put you: we shall then sing "the
church triumphant," much better than we sing
tonight; we shall see Jesus Christ ready to help us
when we are in the furnace: O that this thought
may make every poor sinner say, by the help of
God I will be a Christian; by the help of God, if I
must burn, it shall be burning with the love of
Christ. I will say then, O Lord, glorify thyself by
snatching me as a brand from the devil's fire. O
that this might be the cry of every heart!

Taken from George Whitefield Sermons Vol. 1



[etter From Ukraine
3/17/2022

By:
Brother Sasha



Brothers and Sisters!
Dear friends at DMI!

You don't imagine how much your prayers
and support are meant to us!

[ admire the leadership of DMI - Brothers
Dean Robbins and Pat McCoy for all they do.
Proud to be their friend. Proud to be part of all of
yours lives for many years!

We all need miracle for Ukraine to survive
against Russia. If we will not - the enemy will go
further to other countries.

As our President spoke in his powerful
speech yesterday to the Congress - Ukraine is
fighting for the rest of the World. I'm agree with
that statement 100%.

I want you not to be in panic. If God is for us
- who may stay against us? We as the leadership of
LOR do as much as we could. Coordinating
different efforts all around Ukraine and practically
serving to people around us. We don't have much
time for writing, but believe me - the great work is
being done every minute.

I'm proud to be a part of great team of LOR.
God has blessed me with the great people on our
staff. Some of them and some of our local partners
got to be under Russians, temporarily for sure.
They keep strong over there and in many different
ways are fighting against the enemies. I couldn't
give you more details at the moment.

At any place around Ukraine we don't know
what might happen next day, even next hour. There
is no place in Ukraine that may be considered as a
safe place.

There will be no victory of Russia over
Ukraine. We all could die and they could take over
the territory, but not over the people of Ukraine.
More and more areas could be occupied by
Russians and a lot of Ukrainian blood could be
shed next weeks, months - but there will be no
victory of Russia.

The fact you're standing behind us with your
prayers and financial support - inspires us.

Speaking about finances - we need finances.
Don't think of donating clothing or food or
medications at the moment in USA. Even if you'd
donate to some charities - the logistics will be
difficult and almost impossible, honestly speaking.

Please ask your churches, friends, local
businesses to give to DMI for the Ukrainian War
fund. We will need a lot of money in the nearest
future.

What is our finances strategy on our end?
Under current circumstances each one of the staff
are spending their own savings they might have.
We also are spending funds from LOR accounts
donated to us before the war by various local and
international supporters for other purposes.

In other words we're spending personal funds
and funds of other donors for urgent needs around
us. We need to empty our pockets and accounts as
soon as possibly, because we just don't know for
how long the banking system will be working here.
We keep the track of our spendings here.

I knew from brother Pat there was $25K
donated to the Ukrainian war fund at DMI. The
funds are on DMI account, but they're spent
already by us on our end and for us it means that
our personal and others supporters finances are in
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safe place at DMI bank. I hope you understand the
concept.

By the end of month - we will send to brother

Pat the breakdown of our spendings out of DMI
Ukrainian war fund and whom they belong to,
along with some stories, where applicable.

Right now the funds are being spent:
« Food

« Medications

 Fuel

 Evacuations (rent of transport)
 Rent cost for refugees

« Power generators

When we know there's more funds on DMI
Ukrainian War fund - we will start spending it. We
also in a process of analyzing approved for 2022
DMTI's original budget.

The communication is difficult. Some people
we have been supported have fled abroad, some
are on the occupied areas with no banking system
available. Some stays - but have no ministry left
behind. We're making an assessment of each
individual case and will let brothers Dean and Pat
by the end of March, since all the DMI's original
2022 projects were already covered for the first
quarter of this year.

Love you all! Hope to see you all once again on
the Earth, but if not on the Earth - then in Heaven.

Pray for our President. This little man is really
anointed by God for these days of trials.

In His Peace, Brother Sasha
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God’s Love Is Holy
And Righteous

By:
Elder Craig Campbell




God’s Love Is Holy And Righteous

God’s love is not a weakness of God’s nature.
God’s love is not a soft spot we exploit for a sinful
benefit. The fact that “God 1s love”, does not mean
God winks at sin. God never sweeps sin under the
rug. God cannot stand sin; this is true because God
is completely righteous. This righteous nature
requires that ALL sin must be justly punished. His
Holiness demands no less.

But it is essential to know and understand
that God’s love and His holiness, or righteousness,
are two sides of the same coin. They do not
contradict one another; they are not in conflict with
each other. In fact, God’s love and God’s
righteousness work together in our salvation. This
truth is revealed in two passages that come to us in
the Letter to the Romans. Read the following two
passages from the Book of Romans with the
thought that God’s love and God’s righteousness
are both at work in your salvation.

Romans 3:21-26, “But now the righteousness
of God apart from the law is revealed, being
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ,
to all and on all who believe. For there is no
difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood,
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness,
because in His forbearance God had passed over
the sins that were previously committed, to
demonstrate at the present time His righteousness,
that He might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus.”

Romans 5:6-11, “For when we were still
without strength, in due time Christ died for the

ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would
even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, having now
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies
we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life. And not only that, but
we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation.

We praise the Lord because every sin of
every child of God was justly punished upon the
person of Jesus Christ on Calvary’s Cross. The sin
of the child of God was transferred to Jesus as He
hung on that cross. Jesus took our place; He died
our death for sin. And it is God’s love that created
this plan of salvation. It is God’s love that
accomplished this plan of salvation when Christ
cried out, “It is finished.” It is God’s love that
applies the accomplished blood bought salvation
through the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit.
God’s love works with, in, and through God’s holy
and righteous nature to save us from our sins.

God Is Love

The glorious fact that God is love is the
reason that we have the joy of loving Him, “We
love him, because he first loved us.” The
foundation of our salvation, of our Christian life, is
wondrously laid by the Biblical fact that God’s
love 1s: Unmerited, Eternal, Infinite, Immutable,
and Holy and Righteous.
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A Day For Ukraine

Saturday, April 9, 2022
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Sponsored by Discipling Ministries International [DMI]

Please Help meet the Humanitarian Crisis Discipling Ministries International is a mission outreach to the
Ukraine. We have existed since 1993. In partnership with our Ukrainian sister organization, Light of
Resurrection, we have supported pastors, Orphanages, and have sponsored Medical clinics. 100% of

donations received will go to meet the humanitarian crisis unfolding in Ukraine.

For more information about DMI, please check out our website: www.disciplingministries.org. DMI is a
501c3 organization. All donations are tax deductible. Make Checks payable to DMI Please put “for
humanitarian relief” on your check.

Donation Sites:
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church
Brooklet Primitive Baptist church

Or by mail: DMI - P.O Box 69 - Culloden, GA 31016
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104th Southern States Bible Conference

Epworth By The Sea - St. Simons Island, Georgia
July 11 - 14, 2022

Theme: Visions Of Christ

The time for our 104th Southern States Bible Conference will soon be upon us. We are looking forward to
again gathering at Epworth to renew friendships and enjoy a great time of worship, fellowship, and
singing songs of praise to our Lord. Begin making your plans now to attend this year’s conference.

Information and registration forms should be posted soon under ‘events’ on the website:
www.progressivepb.org and sent out on PBNews.

For additional information contact:

Rufus ‘R.L.” Akins, Chairman Kasey Hagan, Treasurer
275 John Daniel Lane 13999 GA Hwy 119
Statesboro, GA 30458 Brooklet, GA 30415

(912)-682-8188 (912)-618-0083
rufusakins@gmail.com kaseyh27(@gmail.com

The room rates given below are our 2022 room rates and the + number reflects the amount of increase
above our room rates for our 2019 conference. Rates are per person staying in the room. Dollar amounts
have been rounded up to the next whole dollar.

Pitt/Booth- Single $476 , Double $326, Triple $267, Quad $252
Robertson - Single $525, Double $354, Triple $288, Quad $270
Turner - Single $557, Double $385, Triple $313, Quad $280
Children staying in room with adults: (ages 3-12) $76, (ages 13-17) $168

Room rates are for three nights lodging and 9 meals.

Worship Schedule

Tuesday - July 12 11:00 AM - My Redeemer Liveth [Elder Greg Phillips]
11:00 AM - Where There Is No Vision [Elder De Hagan]  3:15 PM - Behold My Servant [Elder W.H. Durrence]
3:15 PM - The Substitute Ram [Elder Emerson Proctor] 4:45 PM - Jesus — The Expected End [Elder Kurt Bacon]
4:45 PM - Passover Lamb [Elder Pat McCoy] 7:30 PM - Jesus in the Fire [Elder David Summerford]

7:30 PM - Jesus, The Rock [Elder Ed MclIntyre]
Thursday - July 14

Wednesday - July 13 10:55 AM - They Were Glad [Elder Randy Waters]
9:30 AM - Isaiah’s Vision [Elder Michael Farr]
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CHURCH NEWS




Olney Church
Oak Park, Georgia

We at Olney Church cordially invite you to attend our Spring Revival Meeting. It will be held on Tuesday, April 5,
Wednesday, April 6 and Thursday, April 7 . Elder Keith Hamilton of the Upper Black Creek Church of Brooklet will be
our guest minister.

We will serve supper in the annex at 6 PM on Tuesday. The worship services begin each evening at 7 PM. We
hope you can make plans to join us for this time of fellowship.

Our church family was saddened by the recent passing of a dear, longtime member, Sister Maude Strange. As the
pastor mentioned at her funeral, she was always one of the first to arrive at church each time. She will certainly be
missed. We also covet your prayers for those members that are experiencing health issues at this time. We pray for the
Lord to give each one the strength they will need during this journey.

May the Lord bless us as a church to always follow his teachings.

We pray for each and everyone to stay well during this season of the year. We ask the Lord to be with those
nations and people that are experiencing war at this time. Lord, please keep the innocent out of harm’s way and give the
leaders the courage to resolve their issues through peace. God bless them!

Sister Debbie V. Dees, Reporter
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Obituaries

MCGEE, Tommy [Elder] -
Pastor of Bay Branch Church
He was born on September 5, 1944 and passed away March 9, 2022.

WARREN, James Earl -
1939 to January 11, 2022
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.



STATEMENT OF FAITH

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the

Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

« We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

- We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

« We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his
heart, mind, and will - and he 1s unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

- We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the
final perseverance of the saints.

- We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by
His grace alone.

- We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

« We Believe the Lord's Supper 1s a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be
observed by the church.

« We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

- We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in
hell forever.



