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Up From The Grave

He Arose!

By:

T.L. Wayfarer

But How Did He Arise? And to Where Did He Ascend?



 John 17 is one of the great chapters of the    

Bible. With the exception of the introductory words, 

the entirety of the chapter records a prayer of Christ. 

Of this prayer, Thomas Manton said it is, "a standing 

monument of Christ's affection to the church." And as   

honest prayer is wont to do, it discloses the heart. 

Calvin noted, in this prayer, "we see the soul of Jesus." 

 In the first petition of the prayer, "Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may   

glorify you," the word "glorify" means to reveal or   

declare one's nature or essence. The focus seems to 

be upon the cross of Jesus. The end of the petition 

is, that the Father will declare the Son and that the 

Son will declare the Father, even by the cross. 

 In the second petition of the prayer, "And now, 

Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory that 

I had with you before the world existed," the focus 

seems to be more upon the crown. Jesus requests 

that after the cross, after his suffering and             

humiliation, that he will resume his pre-incarnate 

radiant glory and presence with the Father. 

 Although at times people caught glimpses of 

Jesus' glory; like at his baptism when some heard a 

voice from heaven declaring, "This is my beloved Son, 

with who I am well pleased," or when Jesus calmed 

the sea and his disciples marveled what sort of man 

was he that even the sea and wind obeyed, or at his 

transfiguration when his face shone like the sun and 

even his clothes were white, yet the fullness of his 

glorious identity and ministry were not grasped. No, 

not even by the Apostles.

 The Father heard and honored Jesus' prayer to 

glorify him (i.e., declare his nature) by the cross. 

Casting down the blood money, the betrayer          

testified he had "sinned by betraying innocent blood." 

Pilate's wife warned her husband, "Have nothing to 

do with that righteous man . . ." and one of the      

centurions who watched Jesus die testified, "Truly 

this was the Son of God!" 

 Yes, the Father glorified the Son at the cross 

not only by having men declare who Jesus was, but 

also in receiving the work He did. Jesus atoned for 

the sins of His people. He did not merely make the 

forgiveness of sins possible, but He actually           

redeemed His people from their sins by becoming 

sin for them. Jesus did what no angel or patriarch or 

sacrifice or law could ever do. He secured eternal  

redemption (Hebrews 9:12). Jesus redeemed his  

people by blotting out their transgressions by nailing 

them to his cross (Colossians 2:13-14). And the    

Father is pleased with Son's atoning work for his  

people for when the Son offers but a single sacrifice 

for all the sins of all of God's people, the Son         

perfects for all times all those who are sanctified and 

he sits down by the Father's right hand.

 And the Father glorifies the Son by answering 

His 2nd petition. Jesus' great work of redemption 

complete, his body was entombed. But the Son's 

prayer has been heard, "Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory that I had with you before the 

world existed." No, death cannot keep its prey. Up 

from the Grave He Arose! And by His resurrection, 

Jesus is "declared to be the Son of God in power"    

(Romans 1:4). The Father glorifies the Son!

 Up from the grave He arose! But how does He 

arise? And to where does He ascend? He arose     

Glorified and he ascends into heaven to the Father. 

3



Jesus ascends to the Father and to the glory He had 

before the world existed. And the Father glorifies 

Him! He is Crowned Lord of lords and King of 

kings. God the Father gives Him a name above every 

other name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hark, ten thousand harps and voices 

Sound the note of praise above! 

Jesus reigns, and Heav'n rejoices, 

Jesus reigns, the God of love; 

See, He sits on yonder throne; 

Jesus rules the world alone. 

King of glory, reign forever!

Thine an everlasting crown. 

Nothing from Thy love shall sever 

Those whom Thou hast made Thine own: 

Happy objects of Thy grace,

Destined to behold Thy face. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Amen! 

~ Thomas Kelly ~ 
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 The Importance and 

Duty of Meditating 

on the Word of God 

By:

I. C. Herendeen 



"This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 

mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 

that (in order that) thou mayest observe to do all that 

is written therein: for then shalt thou make thy way 

prosperous, and then shalt thou have good success."

(Joshua 1:8)

 God was not here giving Joshua mere good   

advice which he would be free to heed or not as he 

might desire, but instead He was giving him a     

commandment which he was to "obey", and that "day 

and night", i.e. constantly. And this commandment 

was not for Joshua alone but for you and me and 

every other servant and follower of the Lord as well, 

for "Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 

written for our learning" (Romans 15:4) and         

obedience. God told Jeremiah in 7:23, "Obey my 

voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my    

people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have       

commanded you that it may be well unto you." God 

expects and demands that we shall be an obedient 

people, keeping (observing and practicing)         

whatsoever He has commanded us. We profess to 

have received Him as our "Lord and Saviour" and  

therefore we are to look to Him at all times and in 

all things for His directions as to what He would 

have us do or refrain from doing. "We are not our 

own, we have been bought with a price" and are   

therefore to "glorify God." As our Creator and Lord 

He has the right to command us what He will, and it 

is ours to obey His will gladly and cheerfully. 

 Joshua, great commander of Israel that he was, 

was to be guided and governed wholly by "This Book 

of the law." He had received his orders from God 

through "this Book," and he was to regulate his      

conduct by it. "The Lord said unto Moses, Write this 

in a book and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua"     

(Exodus 17:14). From this we see that the Book was 

prepared for Joshua, and now he is to fulfill its 

words. This Book of the law was to have absolute  

supremacy, and all Joshua's actions were to be     

regulated by it. It is "the Book of the LAW" and as   

binding on us as on Joshua. It is more than good   

advice for it is a law clothed with Divine authority, a 

Rule for us to walk by. 

 Once every seven years the whole Book of the 

law was to be read in the hearing of the entire      

congregation of Israel: "that they may hear, and learn 

to fear the Lord their God, and observe to do all the 

words of this law" (Deuteronomy 31:10-14). This 

was the Book which was to regulate Joshua's actions, 

God warned him that "This Book of the law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth." And this is God's warning 

to us too, for no man is above the law of God be he 

clothed with great power and authority, or one of 

the common people, all must be in subjection to the 

Divine law, and regulated by what is "written" if we 

would have the smile of God and prosper in       

whatsoever we do (Psalm 1:3). "Thou shalt meditate 

therein day and night." Most important as it is,   

meditation is a lost art today with multitudes of   

professing Christians. It is one of the most            

important means of grace and spiritual growth. It is 

not optional whether we obey or not but obligatory, 

something that God has "commanded" us to do. How 

about you? Have you obeyed this Divine "command?" 

Have you? How much time do you spend each day 

reading the Word of God let alone meditating on it? 

Alas in so many homes of professing Christians the 

Word of God receives scant attention, if indeed it be 
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opened at all from day to day. At best many may  

hastily read a few verses of it after supper, then the 

Book is closed and laid on the table until the next 

night when perhaps a few more verses are     

thoughtlessly read. The usual excuse given by those 

who neglect it is that they are too busy with a      

multiplicity of duties and concerns of life for quiet 

and leisurely meditation. If this is your excuse then 

be sure you are acting in the energy of the flesh and 

are little better than a slave to it. You may have    

burdens but they are self-imposed ones if you have 

undertaken more than you ought to so that the 

needs of your soul are crowded out to the neglect of 

your eternal interests. If this is your case you will do 

well to "Consider your ways" (Haggai 1:5, 7). 

"Christ's yoke is easy and His burden light" (Matthew 

11:30). 

 The real reason is the deceit of your evil heart. 

It is not lack of time but lack of heart for the things 

of God. "Where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also" (Matthew 6:21). Remember this, what most 

occupies the heart will engage the mind, for our 

thoughts always follow our affections. Even the least 

things are tedious and burdensome if we have no  

delight in them. It is not for lack of opportunity but 

of relish for the Word, and a desire to please God 

that is the root of your trouble. Meditation on the 

Word was not a task but a joy to David, for he said 

"O how love I thy law, it is my meditation all the day" 

(Psalm 119:97). 

 It is useless to plead your numerous              

obligations and heavy responsibilities, for God will 

not accept them. You certainly do not have more   

responsibility and heavier and more numerous     

burdens than had Joshua. If any might have had just 

reason to be excused from spending time in       

meditation it was Joshua, but even he was not      

permitted to neglect the one thing needful, "We      

cannot expect the God of truth to be with us if we neglect the 

truth of God." 

 Nor is reading the Word and hearing it 

preached sufficient, we must "meditate" on some    

portion of it, going over it again and again in our 

minds. That is what deepens the impression, fastens 

the truth in our memory and sets us to work.     

Meditation is for the special purpose "that we may 

observe to do according to all that is written therein," 

and it is to be our constant duty "day and night." If 

we are really desirous of pleasing our blessed Lord, 

and glorifying Him, then we will take pains to see to 

it that we familiarize ourselves with His Word and 

habitually ponder its holy precepts. The Psalmist 

said, "I will meditate in thy precepts and have respect 

unto thy ways" (Psalm 119: l5). 

 It is so easy to make ourselves think that we 

desire to please God in all things, but what evidence 

can we produce to prove that our desire is genuine? 

What pleases God is made known in His statutes, 

and it is by meditating on them that we come to    

understand them, have our consciences impressed 

by them, and our wills moved to obey them. What 

moved David to have respect for God's                 

commandments was his love for them, and if we 

have a real love for them we will endeavor            

constantly and earnestly to practice them. 

 We must not only approve God's statutes we 

must perform them. James 1:22 tells us we must be 

"doers of the Word.” "For then shalt thou make thy 
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way prosperous, and the: shalt thou have good        

success." Yes, "then" and only then. If we expect      

success in our spiritual warfare we must walk in the 

path of God's commandments as "obedient children." 

How we need to meditate on the Word in order to 

bring our hearts to a greater detestation of sin and a 

greater care to please God. In closing, if we would 

prosper as Joshua did, we must act as he did.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

(Note: This article was first published in pamphlet form by the Chapel 

Library, Pensacola, FL. I. C. Herendeen was a book seller and book 

publisher in early years of the twentieth century. He was the first to 

begin publishing the works of Arthur W. Pink.)
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News From

The Denomination



Minutes of Ordination Service for 

Licentiate Richard Pinnell

_______________________________________________

(The following is an abridged account on the minutes taken at Elder Pinnell's Ordination by Elder Chris Hill) 

 Providence Progressive Primitive Baptist Church, Kent, Alabama, met on Saturday morning, February 

10, 2018, for the purpose of ordaining Licentiate Richard Pinnell to the full work of the  gospel ministry. The 

church had a worship service prior to the ordination service in which Brother  Richard was given the          

opportunity to preach.

 Following the worship service, the church was called into conference by Elder Mike McGrady. A      

presbytery was formed and consisted of the following: Mike McGrady, Marvin Paulk, Jim McGill, Steve      

Taylor, Larry Wheeler, and Chris Hill. Elder McGrady was elected moderator and Elder Chris Hill clerk. 

Brother Richard requested Elder Marvin Paulk to conduct his examination. Elder Steve Taylor was selected to 

pray the ordination prayer. Elder McGrady invited all deacons present to join with the elders in the laying on 

of hands as Elder Taylor prayed. 

 Brother Richard requested Elder Jim McGill to preach the charge. He first charged Providence Church. 

He read from Romans 12:5-10. He charged the church to patiently pray for him and to "Be kindly affectioned 

one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another" (Romans 12:10). Elder McGill then 

charged brother Richard. He read from 2 Timothy 4:1-5. He charged brother Richard from verses 2 and 5, 

"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and         

doctrine. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 

ministry." Following the charge, brother Richard was returned to the church as a fully ordained elder. 

 Although it is customary to ordain a man when a church calls him to be their pastor, it is not a Biblical 

requirement. At this time, Brother Richard has not felt led to pastor a church. He has been and continues to 

supply preach among many of our churches with a good report from all. 
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Annual Meeting of the Primitive Baptist Foundation

April 24, 2018

Ramah Primitive Baptist Church 

10:00 AM 

Everyone invited to attend.

********************************************************************************************************

100th Southern States Bible Conference 

Epworth By The Sea • St. Simons Island, Georgia 

July 9-12, 2018 

Theme: To God Be The Glory 

The conference program is being finalized and will be shared in the next edition of the Banner Herald and 

posted on the Primitive Baptist website: www.progressivebp.org. Information and a registration form may be 

found under 'events' on the website. For additional information contact:

Rufus 'R.L.' Akins, (Chairman)

275 John Daniel Lane

Statesboro, GA 30458 

[H] (912)-839-3399 

[C] (912) 682-8188

Email: rufusakins@gmail.com

Kasey Hagan, (Treasurer) 

175 Bennett Lane 

Brooklet, GA 30415 

[C] (912) 618-0083

Email: kaseyh27@gmail.com 

**********************************************************************************************************

Change In Contact Information

Clerk for the Beards Creek Church 

Pat Patterson 

20 Teachers Row 

Richmond Hill, GA 31324 

(Email and Telephone information did not change) 
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News From

The Churches



Mountain View Church

Ft. Payne, AL

 Greetings from Mt. View to all our brothers 

and sisters in Christ! We continue to enjoy worship 

and praise each Sunday morning and evening as well 

as Wednesday night prayer meeting, Bible Study and 

PBYF. Our Christmas musical program, planned by 

the PBYF and entitled "A Night in Bethlehem" was a joy 

for all involved. Fun, fellowship and refreshments 

followed. Our monthly Food Pantry, operated by   

Sister Pat Rountree and church volunteers, served 

over 40 people in December-February. On the first 

Sunday of January, Elder Marvin Paulk began his 

third year as our pastor. We are so very blessed to 

have him and Sister Brenda with us. At the January 

meeting of the Mable Hopper Ladies' Circle, among 

the many projects discussed was sending boxes to 

soldiers overseas and donating supplies a rehab     

facility for local women. Our PBYF treated us to a 

wonderful Valentine's banquet on Feb. 11th Our 

hearts rejoiced when we received five new members 

in February: Paula and Phillip Branner; Rhonda and 

Jackie Phillips; and Ivan Davis. We are now           

preparing for our Easter service. We ask for your 

prayers that we continue to worship together in 

peace and harmony during 2018. Please come and 

visit us at any time. 

   Sheila Hopper Akins, Reporter

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Lake Chapel Church

Patterson, GA

 Greetings to our Sister Churches! The men of 

the church treated the ladies to a Valentine's Day 

supper after our evening worship service on Sunday         

February 18. Good food and fellowship were enjoyed 

by all in attendance. Our annual meeting was held 

on Thursday February 22, Friday February 23, and 

Saturday February 24. Elder De Hagan, Pastor of   

Fellowship Primitive Baptist Church in Brooklet, 

Georgia was our guest minister for these services. 

Homecoming was observed on Sunday morning   

February 25 with our Pastor delivering the message. 

A covered-dish lunch was served in the church      

annex following the morning service. If you are in 

our area, please stop in and worship with us.

     Susie Deal, Reporter

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Ramah Church

Barnesville, GA

 Ramah Church sends her love to our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. In December our youth        

presented a very moving portrayal of our Lord's 

birth, complete with Joseph, Mary, baby Jesus,       

angels, shepherds, kings, and even cattle and sheep. 

The Brotherhood sponsored an evening of Christmas 

Caroling and Soup Supper. Both events were       

wonderful opportunities for worship and fellowship. 

On December 31st Brother Alan and Sister Debra 

Jackson came before the church seeking a home at 

Ramah. They were joyfully received and given the 

right hand of fellowship. We pray the church will be 

a blessing to them as they are a blessing to the 

church. The youth sponsored a Valentine's Banquet 

in February, graciously serving all who attended. The 

Men's Brotherhood presented the church with an  

evening of entertainment by the singing group   

Snapping Shoals EMC Quartet, with dinner           
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following. The Ladies Auxiliary sponsored a baby 

shower for Philip and Sarah Rapillard, who are      

expecting a girl in April. May God richly bless this 

new family! We were abundantly fed during our 

Spring Meeting with Elder Steve Taylor, as he 

brought messages to us about the tabernacle. How 

beautiful the gate, Christ Who is always bidding us 

to come; how humbling the brazen altar where we 

lay our sins; but how refreshing to come to the laver 

to be washed clean! 

     Sharon White, Reporter

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Metter Church

Metter, GA

 Greetings! Pray that everyone is having a good 

beginning of this New Year. December was very busy 

with many activities celebrating the birth of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God blessed us in all 

events. The New Year has begun busy. Family Night/

Youth/Bible Study, Wacky Wednesday, Back Pack 

Buddies, and Youth Prayer Breakfast continue to be 

good. Several of our youth attended Teen Retreat at 

Hillview. Baptism was held for three new members. 

Brotherhood sponsored a church wide Valentine's 

Supper. All enjoyed great meal, fellowship, and      

devotional on love by Elder Richard Davis. Circle of 

Love visited The Lodge at Bethany and shared 

songs/Valentine gifts with residents. Bro. Mike gave 

devotional on Love. Several attended Teen Music   

Retreat at Hillview. We invite you all to come       

worship with us during our Spring Revival Meeting, 

April 17, 18 & 19. Please be in prayer for our     

meeting and for our guest minister, Elder Jim 

Bowen.

    Linda Wallace, Reporter

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Cedar Creek Church

Collins, GA 

 Greetings from Cedar Creek Church. We felt 

God's presence with us in December when we       

presented "Tell Me the Story of Jesus" and in our   

caroling to the sick and shut-in. In January, we    

practiced our singing program for our annual        

Valentine Banquet. The Banquet was held January 

27, 2018. Our crowd was smaller than usual due to 

sickness. We had enough food left and had lunch at 

church the following day. We invite you to our 

Easter Sunrise Service on April 1st beginning at 7:00 

a.m. with breakfast following. Bible Study will be 

held at 10:00 a.m. and worship service at 11:00 a.m. 

No evening services on that day. Homecoming     

services will be on April 8th, starting at 10:30 a.m. 

There will be no Bible Study or evening services on 

that day. One of our former pastors, Elder Lee  

Chambers, will bring God's message to us. We ask 

for prayers for us at Cedar Creek. We have been  

without a pastor for two years. We know God has 

not forsaken us, and that He will send us one in His 

time. We pray for patience. We have not been     

without supply preachers in that time. What a   

blessing that is! We have enjoyed the time spent 

with each one in our homes. In Christian Love, 

    Janice L Jarriel, Reporter
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The Power of Christ's 

Resurrection

By:

George Whitefield

(1714-1740)

The Following article is taken from the Free Grace Broadcaster issue 

#235 titled, "Resurrection." The Free Grace Broadcaster is printed by 

Chapel Library, in Pensacola Florida.



That I may know him, and the power of his             

resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,     

being made conformable unto his death.

Philippians 3:10 

 WHAT concerns us most to be assured of ... is 

whether we have experimentally known the power 

of His resurrection, that is, whether or not we have 

received the Holy Ghost and by His powerful         

operations on our hearts have been raised from the 

death of sin to a life of righteousness and true       

holiness. It was this the great apostle was chiefly   

desirous to know. He was satisfied [that] the         

resurrection of Christ's body would avail him      

nothing unless he experienced the power of it in  

raising his dead soul. 

 Another, and that a chief end of our blessed 

Lord's rising from the dead, was to enter heaven as 

our representative and to send down the Holy Ghost 

to apply to our hearts that redemption He had       

finished on the cross, by working an entire change in 

them. Without this, Christ would have died in vain. 

 For it would have done us no service to have 

had His outward righteousness imputed to us,      

unless we had an inward inherent righteousness 

wrought in us. Because—being altogether conceived 

and born in sin and consequently unfit to hold    

communion with an infinitely pure and holy God —

we cannot possibly be made [fit] to see or enjoy Him 

until a thorough renovation has passed upon our 

hearts. 

 Without this, we leave out the Holy Ghost in 

the great work of our redemption. But as we were 

made by the joint concurrence and consultation of 

the blessed Trinity, and as we were baptized in Their 

name, so must all of Them concur in our salvation: 

as the Father made and the Son redeemed, so must 

the Holy Ghost sanctify and seal us, or otherwise we 

have believed in vain. 

 This, then, is what the apostle means by "the 

power of Christ's resurrection," and this is what we 

are as much concerned experimentally to know, as 

that He rose at all. 

 Without this, though we may be moralists, 

though we may be civilized, good-natured people, 

yet we are not Christians. For he is not a true    

Christian who is only one outwardly; nor have we 

therefore a right because we daily profess to believe 

that Christ rose again the third day from the dead. 

But he is a true Christian who is one inwardly. 

 We can only be styled true believers when we 

not only profess to believe, but have felt the power 

of our blessed Lord's rising from the dead by being 

quickened and raised by His Spirit—when dead in 

trespasses and sins—to a thorough newness both of 

heart and life. 

 The devils themselves cannot but believe the 

doctrine of the resurrection and tremble; yet they 

continue devils because the benefits of this            

resurrection have not been applied to them, nor 

have they received a renovating power from it to 

change and put off their diabolical nature. So, unless 

we not only profess to know, but also feel that 

Christ is risen indeed by being born again from 

above, we shall be as far from the kingdom of God 

as they: our faith will be as ineffectual as the 
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faith of devils. 

 Nothing has done more harm to the Christian 

world, nothing has rendered the cross of Christ of 

less effect, than a vain supposition that religion is 

something [external to] us ... As Christ was born of 

the Virgin's womb, so He must be formed spiritually 

in our hearts. As He died for sin, so must we die to 

sin. And as He rose again from the dead, so must we 

also rise to a divine life... 

 It is true, as for the outward work of our       

redemption, it was a transient act and was certainly 

finished on the cross. But the application of that   

redemption to our hearts is a work that will         

continue always, even unto the end of the world. So 

long as there is an elect man breathing on the earth, 

who is naturally engendered of the offspring of the 

first Adam, so long must the quickening spirit—  

purchased by the resurrection of the second Adam, 

that Lord from heaven—be breathing upon his soul. 

For though we may exist by Christ, yet we cannot be 

said to exist in Him until we are united to Him by 

one Spirit and enter into a new state of things, as  

certainly as He entered into a new state of things  

after that He rose from the dead. 

 We may throng and crowd about Christ and 

call Him, "Lord, Lord," when we come to worship    

before His footstool; but we have not effectually 

touched Him until, by a living faith in His              

resurrection, we perceive a divine virtue coming out 

of Him to renew and purify our souls. 

 How greatly, then, do they err who rest in a 

bare historical faith of our Savior's resurrection and 

look only for external proofs to evidence it? [Even if] 

we, the most learned disputers of this world, could 

speak of the certainty of this fact with the tongue of 

men and angels, without this inward testimony of it 

in our hearts—though we might convince oth-

ers—we should never be saved by it ourselves. For 

we are but dead men; we are like so many carcasses 

wrapped up in grave clothes until that same Jesus 

Who called Lazarus from his tomb— and at Whose 

own resurrection many that slept arose (Mat 

27:51-52) —doth raise us also by His [life-giving] 

Spirit from our natural death, in which we have so 

long lain, to a holy and heavenly life. 

 We might think ourselves happy if we had 

seen the holy Jesus after He was risen from the dead 

and our hands had handled that Lord of life. But  

happier are they who have not seen Him, yet having 

felt the power of His resurrection, believe in Him. 

For many saw our divine Master who were not saved 

by Him. But whosoever has thus felt the power of 

His resurrection has the earnest of his inheritance in 

his heart; he has passed from death to life and shall 

never fall into final condemnation. 

 I am very sensible that this is foolishness to 

the natural man, as were many such like truths to 

our Lord's own disciples (when only weak in faith) 

before He rose again. But when these natural men, 

like [the disciples], have fully felt the power of His 

resurrection, they will then own that this doctrine is 

from God and say with the Samaritans, "Now we   

believe, not because of thy saying" (Joh 4:42), for we 

ourselves have experienced it in our hearts. 

 And, O that all unbelievers, all letter-learned 

masters of Israel—who now look upon the doctrine 

of the power of Christ's resurrection (our new birth) 
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as an idle tale and condemn the preachers of it as  

enthusiasts and madmen—did but feel the power of 

it in their souls, they would no longer ask how this 

thing could be. But they would be convinced of it, as 

much as Thomas was, when he saw the Lord's 

Christ; and like him, when Jesus bid him reach out 

his hands and thrust them into His side, in a holy 

confession they would cry out, "My Lord and my 

God" (Joh 20:28)! 

 But how shall an unbeliever, how shall the   

formal Christian come thus to "know Christ, and the 

power of his resurrection"? God, Who cannot lie, has 

told us, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 

believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live" 

(Joh 11:25). Again, says the apostle, "For by grace 

are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 

it is the gift of God" (Eph 2:8). 

 This, this is the way—walk in it! Believe, and 

you shall live in Christ, and Christ in you. You shall 

be one with Christ, and Christ one with you. But 

without this, your outward goodness and              

professions will avail you nothing. But then, by this 

faith we are not to understand a dead, speculative 

faith ... but a living principle wrought in the heart by 

the powerful operations of the Holy Ghost, a faith 

that will enable us to overcome the world and       

forsake all the [world's] affection for Jesus Christ. 

For thus speaks our blessed Master: "Whosoever he 

be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he      

cannot be my disciple" (Luk 14:33). 

 And so the apostle ... says, "Being made        

conformable to his death," thereby implying that we 

cannot know the power of Christ's resurrection     

unless we are made conformable to Him in His 

death. 

 If we can reconcile light and darkness, heaven 

and hell, then we may hope to know the power of 

Christ's resurrection without dying to ourselves and 

the world. But until we can do this, we might as well 

expect that Christ will have concord with Belial 

(2Co 6:15). For there is such a contrariety between 

the spirit of this world and the Spirit of Jesus Christ 

that he who will be at friendship with the one must 

be at enmity with the other: "Ye cannot serve God 

and mammon" (Mat 6:24). 

 This may, indeed, seem a hard saying; and 

many, with the young man in the gospel, may be 

tempted to go away sorrowful. But wherefore should 

this offend them? For what is "all that is in the 

world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life" (1Jo 2:16), but vanity and    

vexation of spirit? God is love; therefore, could our 

own wills or the world have made us happy, He 

never would have sent His own dear Son Jesus 

Christ to die and rise again to deliver us from the 

power of them. But because they only torment and 

cannot satisfy, God bids us to renounce them ... O 

the depth of the riches and excellency of            

Christianity! Well might the great St. Paul count all 

things but dung and dross for the excellency of the 

knowledge of it. Well might he desire so ardently to 

know Jesus and the power of His resurrection! For 

even on this side of eternity, it raises us above the 

world and makes us to sit in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus. Well might that glorious company of 

worthies, recorded in the Holy Scriptures, supported 

with a deep sense of their heavenly calling, despise 
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the pleasures and profits of this life and wander 

about in sheepskins and goatskins, in dens and 

caves of the earth, being destitute, afflicted,           

tormented (see Heb 11). 

 And O that we were all likeminded! That we 

felt the power of Christ's resurrection as they did! 

[We would] then count all things as dung and dross 

for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 

our Lord (Phi 3:8)! [We would] then recover our 

primitive dignity, trample the earth under our feet, 

and with our souls be continually gasping after God. 

 And what hinders but we may be thus 

minded? Is Jesus Christ, our great High Priest,      

altered from what He was? No, He is "the same     

yesterday, to day, and for ever" (Heb 13:8). And 

though He is exalted to the right hand of God, yet 

He is not ashamed to call us brethren. The power of 

His resurrection is as great now as formerly, and the 

Holy Spirit—assured to us by His resurrection—as 

ready and able to quicken us who are dead in       

trespasses and sins as any saint that ever lived. Let 

us but cry, and that instantly, to Him that is mighty 

and able to save! Let us, in sincerity and truth,    

without secretly keeping back the least part,          

renounce ourselves and the world! Then we shall be 

Christians indeed. And though the world may cast 

us out and separate from our company, yet Jesus 

Christ will walk with and abide in us. And at the  

general resurrection of the last day, when the voice 

of the archangel and trump of God shall bid the sea 

and the graves to give up their dead and all nations 

shall appear before Him, then will He confess us   

before His Father and the holy angels; and we shall 

receive that invitation that He shall then pronounce 

to all who love and fear Him: "Come, ye blessed of my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world" (Mat 25:34).

-------------------------------------------------------------------

From The Selected Sermons of George Whitefield, in the public         

domain.  George Whitefield (1714-1770): Anglican minister,        

evangelist in the Great Awakening, and a founder of Methodism; born 

in Gloucester, England, UK. 

**************************************************

We need not wonder that so much importance is attached to 

our Lord's resurrection. It is the seal and headstone of the 

great work of redemption, which He came to do. It is the 

crowning proof that He has paid the debt which He            

undertook to pay on our behalf, won the battle which He 

fought to deliver us from hell, and is accepted as our Surety 

and our Substitute by our Father in heaven. Had He never 

come forth from the prison of the grave, how could we ever 

have been sure that our ransom had been fully paid?            

(1 Cor. 15:17.) Had He never risen from His conflict with 

the last enemy, how could we have felt confident, that He 

has overcome death, and him that had the power of death, 

that is the devil? (Heb. 2:14.) But thanks be unto God, we 

are not left in doubt. The Lord Jesus really "rose again for 

our justification." True Christians are "begotten again unto a 

lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." 

They may boldly say with Paul, "Who is he that condemns    

- it is Christ that died, yes rather that is risen again"      

(Rom. 8:34. Rom. 4:25. 1 Pet. 1:3).

 J.C Ryle 
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Obituaries

EDWARDS, Carroll S. - 

September 22, 1924 to February 5, 2018. 

Bay Branch Primitive Baptist Church, Bellville, Georgia. 

PROCTOR, Derek Emerson - 

November 20, 1963 to March 16, 2018. 

Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia. 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 

concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 

even as others which have no hope.

 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 

them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 

that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 

shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 

trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 

air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner    
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist            

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession. 

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and  
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice. 

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate. 

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and 
the final perseverance of the saints. 

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is 
by His grace alone. 

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of     
Jesus Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed 
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and     

service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. 

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, 
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and 

body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to  
punishment in hell forever.


